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Sunday, March 31st • 10AM – 3PM • Union Catholic High School  

Exh ib i t s  •  Demons t ra t ions  •  Food Trucks  •  Hea l th  Sc reen ings  •  Giveaways

HEALTH & WELLNESS EXPO

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
HOW TO STOP OVERDEVELOPMENT...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) talks with residents and Mountainside Councilman Glenn
Mortimer on the issue of overdevelopment. The gathering was held Sunday at
Rosie’s Wine Bar in Garwood.

Town Holds Meeting on
Master Plan Reexamination

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town held
the first of five community work-
shops last Thursday evening on the
master plan reexamination at Edison
Intermediate School.

H2M Architects and Engineers
was hired by the town to update and
revise Westfield’s master plan. H2M
senior project planner Erik DeLine
said the master plan pertains to and
addresses the town’s ordinances
governing town elements including
land use, transportation, parking,
housing, downtown economic de-
velopment, community facilities and
historic preservation.

Municipalities are required by law
to reexamine their master plans ev-
ery 10 years, Mr. DeLine said. The
last Westfield master plan was
drafted in full in 2002 and revised
in 2009. He said the reexamination
report is expected to be complete
“at the end of 2019.”

The reexamination is purposed to
“shape the physical, social, envi-
ronmental and economic future of
Westfield,” stated Mr. DeLine.
Upon the reexamination’s comple-
tion the town will have revised goals
and objectives to guide the govern-
ing body and a “new town-wide
vision statement,” stated Mr.
DeLine.

“Reexaminations provide frame-
work preserving a municipality’s
character, ensuring diversity, sup-
porting investment, and promoting
desired changes,” Mr. DeLine said.

In addition, the reexamination re-
port “documents what changes”
have taken place and what commu-
nity problems have arrived since
the last master plan reexamination,
stated Mr. DeLine.

All Westfield residents are en-
couraged to provide input at
w w w . P u b l i c I n p u t . c o m /
WestfieldMP. Thursday’s event in-
cluded public input tables where
attending residents asked questions
and filed their questions surround-
ing five common themes including
land use, transportation, parking,
community facilities and historic
preservation.

The community facilities table in-
formational handouts stated that the
reexamination is reviewing
Westfield schools and education,
public arts and entertainment, and
safety and security.

H2M stated that relevant com-
munity facilities questions to con-
sider are “How to make schools
better. What do residents do for
entertainment? Are there areas
(where) residents feel unsafe? Are
there areas you see every day that
can be beautified with public art?”

When reviewing Westfield’s land
use and development ordinances,
H2M said the firm will analyze zon-
ing, neighborhoods, new develop-
ment, and business districts.

Mr. DeLine said H2M is seeking
resident input on questions such as
“What neighborhoods do residents
live in? What can make it better?
Are there any existing, new, or pro-
posed developments which concern
you? How do you think the town
should develop?”

When reviewing transportation
during the reexamination, Mr.
DeLine said H2M will consider
themes such as public transit, roads,
walkability and bicycle and pedes-
trian facilities.

Mr. DeLine said historic preser-
vation considerations will address
historic sites and historic districts.

Westfield Historical Society
President Nancy Priest said historic
preservation efforts are paramount
to retaining “what we have in this
town.” Ms. Priest said a new build-
ing located at 314 Mountain Av-
enue will archive “a lot of Westfield
history and culture.”

“In school you do not learn much
about New Jersey history or local
history,” said Ms. Priest, emphasiz-
ing the need for a venue to recog-
nize Westfield’s tradition.

She said historic preservation
keeps Westfield’s tradition and his-
tory alive through an aesthetic which
is “specific” to the town, stated Ms.
Priest.

The other workshops are slated
for Wednesday, April 3, from 7 to 9
p.m., in the Town Hall Community
Room; Wednesday, April 24, from
7 to 9 p.m., in the Edison School
cafeteria; Monday, April 29, from 7
to 9 p.m., in the Community Room,
and Sunday, May 5, at the Spring
Fling street fair.
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Stylish townhomes only two miles from downtown Westfield.

panding Penn Station in Manhattan.
He called Gateway the “single most

necessary infrastructure project” in
the country and said the Northeast
Corridor — the “the busiest train cor-
ridor in the U.S.” — is the “lifeblood”
of the region. The Northeast Corri-
dor, it’s estimated, accounts for 20
percent of the nation’s Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) with 10 percent of
GDP dependent on transit between
New Jersey and New York.

Mr. Zaro described the aging bridge
and tunnels as “old, failing and caus-
ing delays almost daily,” and said the
current infrastructure was “not de-
signed for the amount of traffic they
now carry,” pointing out that the popu-
lation of the New York-New Jersey
metro area has more than tripled over
the past century since the bridge and
tunnels were built. “It’s long past
time for these two workhorses to re-
tire.” He said the region needs a “re-
liable, safe 21st century rail system.”

 He spoke of the flooding the tun-
nels suffered from Superstorm Sandy
in 2012 and said corrosion from the
salty sea water continues to affect the
tunnels today. Commuters, he said,
play “transit roulette” every day as
they bet that “two antiquated tubes”
will be functional and safe during their
commute into and out of New York.

Mr. Zaro lamented the condition of the
Portal Bridge crossing the Hackensack
River, noting that 11 percent of time
when it opens to allow shipping traffic
to cross underneath, it fails to then
properly close, causing delays that can
affect 80,000 people. “It’s a disaster
happening in slow motion.”

 Commuters would gain “reliabil-
ity, resilience, redundancy and ca-
pacity” if a new bridge and new tun-
nels are built, Mr. Zaro said, and
would be a “boon” to the regional
economy.

He said New Jersey, New York and
Port Authority officials are “doing all
they can to move this project for-
ward” but are running into roadblocks
as they seek the necessary federal
funding to go along with the $1.4
billion already secured. He said fed-
eral assistance has been applied for
and environmental impact studies
have been completed. The Federal
Railroad Administration has already
approved the project, but the Federal
Transit Administration has yet to do
likewise. “We continue to wait on
Washington,” Mr. Zaro said, as he
expressed optimism that, with sev-
eral local Democrats now chairing
critical committees in the House of
Representatives, a greater push for
further funding can be made.
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One-Seat Ride

calculated that of the 353 students,
247 would be enrolled in grades K to
5; 71 in grades 6 to 8, and 35 in grades
9 to 12.

The cost associated with taking on
the 353 students is greater than what
could be collected under the 2-per-
cent tax levy cap in the annual budget,
Mr. Rubin said. He said the opera-
tional costs for the additional 353
students, not looking at construction
of buildings and other costs, such as
out-of-district students and transpor-
tation, would be $5.6 million.

Furthermore, he said the costs to
build a new school would be esti-
mated at about $50 million, and added
that he does not know where open
land to place the school would be. He
also said that if a new school was built
it would take years to come to frui-
tion. The school district general fund
budget for 2018-2019 was about $65
million.

“It would create the type of burden
I don’t know how the district will
overcome,” Mr. Rubin said.

Mr. Haber in his calculations of the
impacts to the school district mod-
eled the average yield of similar newly
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750 Walnut Avenue
constructed, multi-family units in
communities in New Jersey that have
the same District Factor Group
(DFG), as well as similar quality of
community, quality of life, desirabil-
ity of the community, the quality of
the school district, the age of the
school district, and the housing turn-
over in the school district. In studying
the impacts of 750 Walnut Avenue, he
compared Chatham Township, Madi-
son, New Providence, Westfield,
Summit, Ridgewood, Glen Ridge,
Berkeley Heights and Springfield.

He also asked questions of the
Cranford school district principals,
gathering data from them on each
school, and subsequently met with
each principal, and in his conclusion,
he said, “What I found is these build-
ings are all fully utilized.” He said
expansion would need to occur and a
neighborhood school built, and, if
not, then the class size would need to
increase, an end game that would be
“hurting the program,” he said.

The school district’s business ad-
ministrator, Robert Carfagno, is to tes-
tify at the next planning board meet-
ing, to be held Wednesday, April 3.

Mr. Kevelson said while some resi-
dents are encouraged by the council’s
support others want more details and
fear that PSE&G will move forward.
Mayor Brindle had noted that munici-
palities have “no authority” over utili-
ties. However, Westfield does require
them to come before the full council
before moving forward with any utility
work.

Also, during public comment, resi-
dent Walter Korfmacher urged the coun-
cil to eliminate its ordinance that bans
solar panels to be installed on the front
roof of houses. He asked the town
council to be “a leader in the climate
change fight.” He asked the council to
add solar panels on municipal build-
ings and parking lots and school build-
ings where there are currently none. He
said at the schools in town that do have
solar panels that the schools are seeing
a savings in energy costs. Solar panels
also help to lower emissions of fossil
fuels, he said.

Councilman Frank Arena said,
“There goes the zero-percent tax in-
crease” and later stated climate change
is a “catch phrase.”

Councilwoman Mackey said the

council is looking into adding electric
car charging stations in parking lots,
and solar options, as well as “finding a
balance on the homeowner front” with
the ordinance.

George Rizk, a resident in town, who
was recently denied a variance request
to install Tesla solar panels on the front
roof of his home, also asked to overturn
the ordinance. He said the solar panels
from Tesla are designed to be aestheti-
cally appealing.

Two town also voted 7-1 to change
the ordinance to allow for the sale of
alcohol take place at an earlier time.
The town council had changed the ordi-
nance recently to align the start time
with state guidelines, however in doing
so had caused a local retailer to push
back the time it can sell alcohol.

During the conference session, the
town council said it is asking residents
to fill out a survey on leaf collection—
https : / /www.westf ie ldnj .gov/
leafcollectionsurvey.

Also, the council said a meeting will
be held on Wednesday, April 3, in the
Community Room in Town Hall for
residents to give input on the parks plan
and master plan.
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Westfield CouncilBorough Sees Significant
Increase in Tests Scores

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Chief School
Administrator Nancy Lubarsky, Ed.D.,
commended the district’s teachers, staff
and students, at Tuesday’s board of
education meeting, for the significant
increase in the state standardized test
known as the Partnership for Assess-
ment of Readiness for College and Ca-
reers (PARCC). Deerfield School
ranked 76th in the state with a score of
88.2 percent.

Additional details and data regard-
ing the results of the PARCC testing
will be shared at the Tuesday, April 30
board of education meeting. PARCC
assessments are aligned with the Com-
mon Core State Standards and are de-
signed to measure student’s ability to
apply their knowledge of concepts rather
than simply memorizing facts.

The board awarded Teacher/Support
Staff of the Year Awards pursuant to
the Governors Teacher Recognition
Program to Janine Cardone, Amanda
Somers-Guerassio, Suan Gerakaris,
and Marilyn Nacci. Ms. Cardone is a
third-grade teacher at Beechwood
School who is also a long-time resi-
dent of Mountainside whose children
are alumni of the community’s schools.
Ms. Somers-Guerassio is the school
psychologist at Beechwood. Her col-
leagues described Ms. Somers-
Guerassio as an essential member of
the child study team who is an asset to
the school community.

Ms. Gerakaris is a paraprofessional
at Deerfield who was described as warm,
caring and firm. Ms. Nacci is a parapro-
fessional at Beechwood who is com-
mitted to helping children succeed.

The Governor’s Teacher Recogni-
tion Program was established in 1985
to acknowledge educators who exhibit
outstanding performance. The criteria
for selection includes effective use of
instructional techniques and methods,
a productive classroom climate, rap-
port with students, and a commitment
to developing a love of learning in
students.

Ms. Lubarksy advised that the dis-
trict had received a $2,000 grant from

the Westfield Rake and Hoe Garden
Club. The funds will be used to create
an outdoor learning center at Deerfield
and a $5,000 grant from the Watts Foun-
dation to be used to purchase curtains
for the Deerfield School stage. There
will be a workshop on safety and secu-
rity for parents on Monday, April 1 at
7:30 p.m., and in the event there are no
more winter storms, the three unused
snow days will be used on April 22,
May 24 and May 28.

The PTO’s Spring Fling will be held
on Friday, March 29 at the Hilton Gar-
den Inn and will include a Tricky Tray
auction and a 50/50 raffle. A portion of
the proceeds from the raffle will be
used to establish a scholarship in honor
of Meghan Crilly, a teacher who was
killed in a hit and run accident earlier
this year.

The board conducted a first reading
of the State Department of Education’s
guidelines on transgender students.
The state guidelines say school dis-
tricts must allow transgender students
to use the facilities and participate in
sports or activities, which are gender
segregated, and consistent with the
gender the student identifies with. The
guidelines leave open the option to use
a unisex bathroom and include a re-
quirement that transgender students
are addressed by the name and pro-
noun they chose, regardless of a legal
name change. In addition, a student
does not need parental consent and
school districts are not obligated to
notify parents of a student’s gender
expression or identify.

During the public comment portion
of the meeting, Michelle Plum ex-
pressed concern over turnover in the
position of assistant superintendent of
special education, noting that Chris-
tine Orozco had served in the position
for less than two years before being
replaced by Anne Cook earlier this
month. Board members assured Ms.
Plum and the public that staffing deci-
sions are a thought-intensive process
and that  Ms. Cook knows the
community’s schools and students
since she has been a member of the
testing team for many years.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MORE DEVELOPMENT ALONG ROUTE 28...Construction is well underway
for a 212-apartment, two-building development, “Meridia At Park Square,”
located along Route 28 at 610 West Westfield Avenue in Roselle Park on the
former site of Domani’s/Yesterday’s restaurant. It will also have commercial
space and a parking garage.  In addition, the Roselle Park Planning Board is in the
midst of hearing the application for a 415-apartment unit, two-building develop-
ment, called “Meridia Roselle Park,” at Westfeld Avenue and Chestnut Street.
The thoroughfare is the extension of North Avenue.
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