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Chief David Kelly Retires
From Westfield Fire Depart.
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Fire Chief David
Kelly, who has headed the fire department since March of 2015, has said
good-bye to the department after 27
years as a member of the paid department.
Chief Kelly joined the department
as a volunteer in 1988, becoming a
paid member in 1992. He was promoted to lieutenant in 1999, captain
in 2004 and deputy chief in 2005. He
also had served as an investigator on
the Union County Fire Investigation
Unit and was an instructor at the
Union County Fire Academy for 10

years.
“It’s been a pleasure working for
the Town of Westfield and serving
the community as chief of the fire
department,” he said during a phone
interview with The Westfield Leader
on Friday, his last day on the job.
“I’ve had a great group of
firefighters working under my command and I can’t thank them enough
for their dedicated service over the
years.”
The second in command at the department is Deputy Chief Anthony
Tiller. “He has been a very strong
deputy chief and he has been a good
second in command,” Chief Kelly

Courtesy of Town of Westfield

THANK YOU, CHIEF KELLY... David Kelly, pictured, second from left,
officially retired as Westfield fire chief last Friday. He is pictured here with
Westfield Town Administrator Jim Gildea, left, Mayor Shelley Brindle and Police
Chief Christopher Battiloro, right.

Garwood to Hold Town
Hall on Truck Purchase
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara Todisco
announced at Thursday’s council
meeting that a public town-hall-style
meeting will be held in either April or
May to discuss the fire department’s
ladder fire truck purchase.
The fire truck, a capital expenditure purchase, has not been finalized,
but has received Mayor Todisco’s
and various council members vocalized preliminary support. The council unanimously agreed a town-hallstyle meeting should be held to discuss the ladder truck’s utility and
associated costs. The meeting’s official date has not been announced, but
will be advertised on the borough
website, the mayor said.
“As it stands now, the Garwood
Fire Department cannot reach the top
of the (Lincoln) school to get on the
roof to ventilate it (during a fire), nor
can it reach dozens of other buildings
in town,” said Councilman and Fire
Commissioner Richard McCormack.

Council President and Finance
Committee Chairman Marc Lazarow
said the fire department has for 10
years requested a ladder truck that
can access all buildings in the borough. The existing fire truck fleet
does not contain a ladder truck with a
100-foot reach and the maneuvering
capabilities the proposed truck offers, stated Mr. Lazarow.
Twenty-six buildings, including
private residences and commercial
businesses, will remain inaccessible
if the proposed truck is not purchased,
stated Mr. Lazarow.
Councilman McCormack said
Mayor Todisco, all borough council
members, and the newly-formed Citizens’ Advisory Panel witnessed the
ladder truck’s demonstration last Saturday morning.
“We watched the Spartan truck be
raised up all the way in just a couple
minutes at the old Pathmark site,”
said Mr. McCormack.
Mr. McCormack openly contrasted
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of Town of Westfield

ACTING CHIEF TILLER...Deputy Fire Chief Anthony Tiller has been appointed acting chief, effective immediately, following the retirement of Chief
David Kelly. Acting Chief Tiller joined the fire department in 1997, following four
years of service with the Westfield Department of Public Works.

said.
Chief Kelly succeeded his brother,
Chief Dan Kelly, who served the department for 37 years. In addition,
their father, Dan Kelly, was employed
by the Westfield Department of Public Works for 44 years, retiring as its
director.
Chief Kelly was named fire chief
following the February 2015 death of
his brother, Chief Dan Kelly, who
headed the department from 2005 to
2015, having joined the paid department in 1981.
Chief David Kelly and his wife of
25 years, Karen, have five children:
Jonathan, 23, who is employed with
Greystone, a Manhattan commercial
real estate firm; Zachary, 21, a junior
at the University of New Hampshire;
Benjamin, 19, a “plebe” or first-year
cadet at the United States Military
Academy at West Point; Maggie, 17,
a senior at Westfield High School
who graduates this June; and Josh,
14, an eighth grader at Edison Intermediate School.
The family will be relocating after
the school year to Vermont, where
they own property, Chief Kelly said.
“We are looking forward to starting a new chapter in our lives,” he
said. “We are going to miss our friends
and family dearly, but we are looking
forward to going out there and trying
something different.”
Mayor Shelley Brindle issued a
statement Saturday on the chief’s retirement. “The Town of Westfield is
so fortunate to have benefited from
the Kelly family’s legacy of service,
totaling an astounding 108 years,”
Mayor Brindle said. “We are so grateful to Chief Kelly, and I know the
residents of Westfield will join me in
wishing him well in his retirement.”
Deputy Chief Tiller will serve as
the acting chief, effective immediately. The appointment was made by
Town Administrator Jim Gildea, after receiving mayoral consent and
approval from the town council. Acting Chief Tiller joined the fire department in 1997, following four years of
service with the Westfield Department of Public Works.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

VIGIL FOR NEW ZEALAND...A vigil for victims of last week’s mass shootings at two Mosques in New Zealand was held
Tuesday night in Westfield. The vigil, sponsored by the Dr Martin Luther King Association of Westfield, was held at the
Westfield Martin Luther King Monument.

DWC Board of Directors Discusses
2019 Calendar of Events
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During its board
of directors’ meeting Monday
evening, the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), the management
entity of the Special Improvement
District (SID), discussed upcoming
DWC events for the 2019 calendar
year.
Sherry Cronin, DWC Executive
Director, provided a schedule of
downtown events, “Promotional
events are designed to bring people
downtown to shop, dine or to experience downtown Westfield. Each event
has a different demographic reach
and objective. Even if an event may
not cause the registers to ring that
time for a retailer, events bring people

Garwood Budget Represents
$35 Per Household Tax Hike
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The municipal budget is projected at the second-lowest
tax increase in the last 18 years, at $35
per household per $100,000 in home
assessed value, stated Council President and Finance Committee Chairman Marc Lazarow at the March 12
budget meeting.
The finance committee was challenged with Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority ($51,000), recycling
($48,000) and 2019 employee contract increases, stated Mr. Lazarow. In
addition, municipal court fees was
down $25,000 compared to the 2018
budget thus impacting borough revenues, stated Mr. Lazarow.
“Our goal, as always, is to provide
the residents of Garwood with the best
possible services at the best possible
price,” Mr. Lazarow said.
The finance committee cut more
than $156,000 from the administrative budget “from the onset,” stated
Mr. Lazarow. The municipality will
reduce expenditures in the legal department, the planning board and the
building and grounds department, he
noted.
Mr. Lazarow said that 2019 revenue
sources include 2019 Russo Development on South Avenue collected fees
and the Paperboard site redevelopment
planning board application fees. The
revenue sources will be used to “defray
some costs” (contract increases and
municipal revenue decline), he said.
“While we cannot control the costs
of the county, school and the public
library, we did place great pride in

creating a budget that was fair and
understanding,” Mr. Lazarow said.
Mr. Lazarow stated that to formulate a budget, the finance committee
must consider every department within
municipal purview “legitimate and
justified requests.”
Three capital expenditures were
proposed as inclusions to the 2019
budget, including a fire department
ladder truck, a new traffic enforcement and emergency-response vehicle,
and new computers for Borough Hall
and the police vehicles, stated Mr.
Lazarow.
The ladder truck is an emergency
vehicle that was requested during the
Russo Development planning board
hearings by the fire department. The
ladder truck can extend 100 feet in the
air and assist during an emergencyresponse situation at the multi-story
building, stated Mr. Lazarow.
Councilman Richard McCormick,
who serves on the fire department
municipal committee, has pledged
support for a “much-needed truck.”
The current traffic enforcement truck
is over 18 years old, requiring frequent
“costly” repairs, stated Mr. Lazarow.
When the truck is being repaired it
cannot be utilized for public benefit,
he said.
In his opinion, “when it comes to
emergency response,” the municipality must prioritize public safety, stated
Mr. Lazarow.
Updating computers in police vehicles and Borough Hall would bring
the overall borough computer system
up to date with modern software from
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Congratulations to the Top Producer for the Month of February!
Sharon Steele
Cell 908.447.3579
SharonSteeleRealEstate.com

#1 Sales Associate
#1 Listings Associate
#1 Overall Production

Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing
Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

to downtown at a time they may not
otherwise,” stated Ms. Cronin.
Girls Day and Night Out, a shopping and dining experience, is scheduled for Thursday, May 9, from 10
a.m. to 9 p.m. There complimentary
refreshments and entertainment and
parking in the downtown area will
also be complimentary for the hours
of the event.
Sweet Sounds Downtown Music
Festival will be held each Tuesday
evening in July and March from 7 to
9 p.m. The event is popular with
many residents taking advantage of
the downtown’s restaurants. The
board discussed adding different
themed music acts such as country,
pop and rock.
Scheduled for Wednesday, July 24,
at 7 p.m., the 18th Annual Downtown
Westfield 5K & Pizza Extravaganza
had over 2,500 participants and over
6,000 spectators. The “Pizza Run” is
one of the largest non-corporate 5K
races in the state.
With its immediate popularity, it
was a certainty the DWC would plan
a second AddamsFest celebration.
Indeed, due to last year’s success,
Dawn Mackey, town council designee to the DWC board, stated that

AddamsFest would be extended this
year.
“It’s going to definitely span two
weekends...the weekend before Halloween and the weekend before that.
It might go longer, but that’s to be
determined,” Councilwoman Mackey
said.
AddamsFest honors native
Westfield cartoonist Charles Addams,
creator of the Addams Family franchise. AddamsFest features familyfriendly events, lectures, exhibits and
film screenings, a beer garden and a
masquerade ball. Interested parties
may visit www.addamsfest.com for
more information.
The Welcome Home to Westfield
holiday events have events scheduled
throughout December, but the unofficial “opening ceremony” is the town
Christmas Tree lighting, scheduled
this year for Sunday, December 1, at
5:30 p.m.
In order news, the board approved
a grant for Acting Out, an acting school
opening soon in Westfield. The DWC
regularly provides grants to assist new
businesses with new signage and other
exterior work.
“Acting Out is an exciting new
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy Debby Burslem

HIGH LINE...Pictured here is 69kV electrical lines being installed in Union.
PSE&G says it will be replacing 26kV utility lines with 69kV transmission lines
throughout its coverage areas.
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Sunday, March 31st • 10AM – 3PM • Union Catholic High School
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Resident Asks If County
Mgr. Has A ‘Conflict’
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Courtesy of James Lowney/County of Union

PROUD MOMENT...Union County Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Grand Marshal
Sister Percylee Hart waves to crowds at Saturday’s 23rd annual parade down
Morris Avenue in Union. Sister Hart has been principal of Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains since 1980.

Garwood Ladder Truck
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the proposed truck to the current ladder truck during his fire department
committee report.
“The (new) ladder truck raised the
bucket in two minutes with two operators compared to our current ladder at
more than 10 minutes with six men,”
Mr. McCormack explained.
“As fire commissioner, I believe it is
time for this council to have a serious
investigation of and a discussion of a
potential purchase of a ladder truck,”
Mr. McCormack said.
Mayor Todisco said the ladder truck
is a “significant expense,” but one
where public feedback and understanding should and will be considered before the expenditure is finalized. Mayor
Todisco said the council’s findings at
the demonstration will be presented to
the public at the town-hall meeting.
Mayor Todisco said town-hall-style
meetings have been a “successful
venue” for residents to remain informed and have “their voices heard.”
Realty Appraisal Co., the firm hired
by the borough to conduct the Union
County Board of Taxation-mandated
revaluation of borough properties, was
to begin the inspection process on
Monday, March 18. Every inspector
will carry two forms of identification,
a company-issued badge with a photograph, and a borough-issued introduction letter, Mayor Todisco said.

“Inspectors will not be appraising
or tax assessing your property. Inspectors measure the exterior and inspect
the interior of your dwelling,” Mayor
Todisco said.
A notice with pictures of all inspectors who have been assigned to
Garwood has been posted on the
borough’s website.
At the beginning of Thursday’s council meeting, Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock and Mayor Todisco honored Garwood volunteers who participated in the Martin Luther King Day
of Service in January.
“I put out the call for some volunteers to come help. These volunteers
put their heart into it. A lot of time, a lot
of
effort,”
Councilwoman
Blumenstock said.
Ms. Blumenstock said the community volunteers made over 800 sandwiches benefiting the Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless. In addition, the volunteers put together hygiene kits benefiting homeless teenagers and emergency kits benefiting
Garwood senior citizens.
The volunteers also worked on
bookmarks for the Children’s Specialized Hospital and cards were made
for veterans.
The Garwood volunteer spirit is
“certainly alive and well. I cannot wait
for next year,” Ms. Blumenstock said.

Garwood Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the existing Windows 7 outdated software, stated Mr. Lazarow.
The preliminary budget includes hiring a deputy clerk, stated Mr. Lazarow.
The deputy clerk will begin working
effective Sunday, September 1, although a candidate has not yet been
solicited, he said.
“The position would benefit from
the training of our borough administrator, Mrs. (Christina) Ariemma, who
is set to retire within a couple years or
so,” Mr. Lazarow said.
Mrs. Ariemma stated that the position is the first time in borough history
anyone has served in that capacity.
Mrs. Ariemma has served as
Garwood’s borough clerk for more
than two decades.
With two decades comes many experiences, expertise and general knowledge regarding municipal finances and
functionality, stated Mrs.Ariemma. The
deputy clerk’s three-year training period will provide the deputy clerk with
on-site experience before Mrs.
Ariemma’s departure, stated Mayor
Sara Todisco.

Mayor Todisco said in addition to the
three years the deputy clerk will serve
under Mrs. Ariemma’s tutelage, that
individual will work as an official borough clerk for three years before “tenure” goes into effect, stated Mayor
Todisco.
Typically, once tenured, a borough
employee would remain a borough
employee until his or her retirement,
stated Mayor Todisco.
“The deputy clerk would also be
responsible for our being a public information officer to more efficiently
communicate and update the borough
website,” said Councilman Lazarow.
One of the duties of the borough
clerk would be to serve as the public
information officer and monitor the
borough’s official Facebook page,
stated Mr. Lazarow.
The budget has not been finalized. A
final budget will be proposed for official adoption at the end of the month.
Another public meeting will be held at
Borough Hall next week to discuss
any updates or further considerations
to the budget, stated Mr. Lazarow.

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders last week said they are
fully supportive of the job Ed Oatman
has done in his first year as county
manager after a resident questioned
whether the county manager had a
conflict due to having worked for a
consulting firm which has government contracts.
“As recently as last month, Mr.
Oatman was listed on the website of
Parktowne Associates as a partner.
The website has since been changed
to no longer name Mr. Oatman,” said
Josh Bochner, a Berkeley Heights
resident.
Mr. Bochner said Parktowne was
paid “over $150,000 by various political campaigns for municipal offices throughout Union County.” He
said some of the candidates are Union
County employees.
“This figure...does not include payments directed to Mr. Oatman personally as reimbursements for expenses, and does not include payments from state or county electoral
accounts,” he said.
“How can the public trust that the
county manager will fairly award
grants and shared-services agreements if he was paid to promote candidates?” Mr. Bochner questioned.
County spokesperson Sebastian
D’Elia told The Westfield Leader that
Mr. Oatman still does work for
Parktowne Associates.
“Nothing prohibits (county) employees from having outside employment as long as it does not interfere or
conflict with their responsibilities in
their jobs at the County of Union.
There is no conflict,” Mr. D’Elia said.
The freeholders passed a resolution last year to waive the county’s
residency requirement for employees
for Mr. Oatman, a resident of
Woodbridge. Mr. D’Elia said the residency requirement is not mandatory
once a county employee has reached
15 years of service.
Freeholder Sergio Granados, who
was board chairman in 2018 when
Mr. Oatman was hired, said Mr.
Oatman, “has never once showed favoritism to any municipality.”
“No matter what his previous job
title was, when he came to the role of
county manager he has always been
focused on making sure that the needs
of residents of the County of Union
for every single municipality were
met. (He) made sure he treated every
single municipality fair, both urban
and suburban,” said Mr. Granados in
response to Mr. Bochner.
Mr. Granados accused Mr. Bochner
of coming to the meeting with a prepared statement for the purpose of
attacking the county manager and to
make “a serious allegation against
[Mr. Oatman] without having proper
facts.”

“I truly find that disrespectful. I
find that (Mr. Bochner) is someone
who is just coming here to (make)
negative comments,” Mr. Granados
said, adding that Mr. Bochner “doesn’t
know what he is talking about.”
Freeholder Chris Hudak said public officials are required by law to
disclose holdings they have such as
financial and property interests.
“That does not necessarily create a
conflict,” Mr. Hudak said.
Mr. Hudak noted that one of the
initiatives by Mr. Oatman “and his
team,” the closing of the juvenile
detention center, is “going to have a
tremendous impact on our financial
picture for years to come.”
After the meeting Mr. Bochner, who
said he is a Democrat and a Union
County Magnet High School graduate and attends college out of state,
told The Leader that he, “didn’t realize I was going to get attacked for
reading notes that I prepared.” He
said he “stuck to what I know are
facts” in his statement to the board.
According to his LinkedIn account
he is a chemical and biomolecular
engineering student at Rice University.
“I’m a Democrat, but that doesn’t
mean that I can’t call out other Democrats when they do shady things,” he
told The Leader.
During the public comment part of
the meeting, Bruce Paterson of
Garwood said Freeholder Fiscal Committee Chairman Alexander
Mirabella’s statement at the budget
meetings that county taxes are only
going up 2 percent in the county
manager’s proposed executive budget is inaccurate, noting the actual
number is 4 percent.
Freeholder Chairman Bette Jane
Kowalski noted the 2019 county budget, “has not been passed yet so it
remains to be seen how much the
increase would be.”
In other business, Freeholder Chairman Kowalski announced that the
board is amending its meeting schedule. The May 9 agenda meeting will
be moved to May 2, and the May 30
agenda and regular meetings have
been moved to May 23. Freeholder
meetings are held Thursday nights at
7 p.m. at the county administration
building in Elizabeth.

Correction
An article published in last week’s
issue on page 2 on the NJ Transit
Listening Tour at the Westfield Train
Station incorrectly stated that
Westfield Third Ward Councilman
David Contract was present. Third
Ward Councilman Mark LoGrippo
attended the meeting but not Mr. Contract.
A caption on the front page should
have identified the NJ Transit Executive Director as Kevin Corbett.

LET DOCTORS DECIDE
YOUR HEALTHCARE

Courtesy of Borough of Garwood

HONORING MLK VOLUNTEERS...Garwood Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock and Mayor Sara Todisco honored Garwood volunteers who participated in the Martin Luther King Day of Service in January at last Thursday’s
council meeting.

DWC 2019 Calender
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

acting school located in the former
Gallery U space on South Avenue and
Westfield Avenue,” stated Ms. Cronin.
“They will be working with children,
provide programming, and teach acting skills.”
During the liaisons’ report portion
of the meeting, Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
(GWACC) Executive Director Gene
Jannotti promoted the 2019 Health
& Wellness Expo sponsored by the
GWACC and Trinitas Regional
Medical Center.
“This is our second Health &
Wellness Expo,” stated Mr. Jannotti.
“As you know we do cover an area
larger than just Westfield, but there’s
a large percentage of Westfield busi-

nesses that are participating.”
The Health & Wellness Expo will
be held on Sunday, March 31, from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains. There
will be exhibits, demonstrations,
health screenings, food trucks and
free giveaways.
“We’re very excited about this event
and we have a host of other events.
They’re all on the website,” Mr.
Jannotti said.
For more information on the Health
& Wellness Expo and other GWACC
events, visit gwaccnj.com/events/.
The DWC’s next board of directors
meeting open to the general public is
scheduled for Monday, April 22, at
7:30 p.m.

Garwood BOE Approves
Preliminary $9.5-Mil. Budget
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – After entering a second executive session, the board of
education Tuesday approved the
2019-2020 preliminary budget of
$9,476,288 with a tax levy of
$8,476,288 to be submitted to the
county school board’s superintendent
for review.
After the county superintendent’s
office reviews the budget, a formal
budget presentation will be held on
Tuesday, April 30. The budget includes $98,248 in special revenue
and debt service of $526,625. The
special revenue section is not considered a cost, but offsets the general
fund totals, reducing the general fund
section to $7,949,970.
In other business, Lincoln School
art and special-education teacher
Rebecca Planer presented student
artwork that was showcased at the
Union County Teen Arts Festival. Ms.
Planer said the arts festival allows
middle-school and high-school students the opportunity to perform and
converse with professional and collegiate performers.
“It’s an awesome thing I wish I had
growing up,” Ms. Planer said.
Students are given the opportunity
to showcase talents including improvisational acting, painting, cartooning
and instrumental ability. Ms. Planer
stated that student Reina Ridente’s
artwork was among the pieces showcased.
Reina’s artwork was chosen to be

exhibited throughout the country, including at various public places,
among them businesses and libraries,
stated Ms. Planer.
“I am excited to say I have been
notified another student’s work has
been chosen to be exhibited this upcoming year,” Ms. Planer said.
The student or students who have
been selected have not yet been publicly announced, said Ms. Planer.
Lincoln School music teacher
Armando Gonzalez orchestrated four
students who performed a rendition
of Beethoven at the board meeting.
Dalila D’Onofrio, Ava Wood, Richard Howard and Leah Paredes performed their Beethoven rendition
using clarinets.
Mr. Gonzalez said the students performed for a professional critic at the
arts festival.
In separate business, the Garwood
Police Department will host a Police
Youth Academy, from August 5
through August 11. Any interested
parents should contact the police department for further details, stated
board member Albert Del Conte. Lincoln School students who want to
attend must fill out an official application to partake in the program.
Rising sixth- through ninth-grade
students are eligible to participate in
the Police Youth Academy, stated Mr.
Del Conte.
Lincoln School students will showcase their talents in the PTA Talent
Show on Friday, April 12, stated Mr.
Del Conte.

NOT INSURANCE COMPANIES
Support Bramnick’s Law A-4613
Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
is fighting for patient’s rights.
The Bramnick Bill ends pre-approvals
by insurance companies.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader

TEEN ARTS...Teens from 68 schools gathered for The Union County Teen Arts
Festival on March 14 and 15 at Union County College. Here, students in the college
commons try their hand at abstract painting with acrylic paint.

Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly
Daniel Connolly, Treasurer
279 Watchung Fork
Westfield, NJ 07090

PROPERTY TAXES
TOO HIGH?
We saved property owners more
than $168,786 in taxes last year.

JAMES M. FOERST, ESQ.

REAL ESTATE

Courtesy of James Lowney/ County of Union

A DAY FOR THE IRISH...The Union County Sheriff’s Department marches in
Saturday’s Saint Patrick’s Parade in Union Township.

LAND USE

DEVELOPMENT

7YVWLY[`;H_(WWLHSZ =HYPHUJL(WWSPJH[PVUZ 7YVWLY[`(JX\PZP[PVU
9LZPKLU[PHSHUK
7SHUUPUNHUKAVUPUN HUK+L]LSVWTLU[
*VTTLYJPHS
)VHYK(WWYV]HSZ
*6(/HUK(MMVYKHISL
7\YJOHZLHUK
/V\ZPUN9LN\SH[PVUZ
*VTTLYJPHS4P_LK
:HSL*SVZPUNZ
<ZLAVUPUN(WWLHSZ

159 Millburn Avenue | Millburn, New Jersey 07041 | www.spectorfoerst.com | 973.258.9200

Spector Foerst & Associates | Offices located in Union and Essex Counties | www.spectorfoerst.com | 908.322.4886

Serving the community since 1959
OUR 60th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 12-2019

USPS 485200
Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.

Thursday, March 21, 2019

(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.com

Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com

ONE DOLLAR

Superintendent Hayes Announces
Retirement From SP-F District
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Serving the
district for 13 years as the superintendent of schools, Margaret Hayes,
Ed.D., announced her retirement
Thursday evening at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education meeting. It was announced that
Superintendent Hayes’ last day for
the district will be on Wednesday,
July 31, 2019.
Joan Mast, Ed.D., current assistant superintendent of schools, was
then appointed as the interim superintendent.
Superintendent Hayes started her
tenure as superintendent for the district in 2006. During her years in
that capacity she has seen many

changes, upgrades and milestones,
among them the accomplishments
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Marching Band and the retirement
three years ago of Vincent
Turturiello as head of the music
department after 37 years; the recent addition of full-day kindergarten; incorporating Mandarin into the
World Language program; technology upgrades; countless sports
championships and years of Repertory Theatre productions including
the most recent, Mamma Mia!
During her 48 years in the education field, Superintendent Hayes
also has served as the assistant superintendent for curriculum, instruction and assessment for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood district. She has

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

IRISH SPIRIT...The entire family got into the Irish spirit at last weekend's St.
Patrick's Day celebration at Darby Road in downtown Scotch Plains.

Affordable Housing Group
Seeks to Expand Statewide
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
township’s affordable-housing advisory committee is looking to further
publicize its efforts, throughout the
area and, ultimately, throughout the
state as it strives to get state legislators to address the affordable-housing obligations that have been imposed on municipalities by courts.
At its monthly meeting last Wednesday, Mayor Alexander Smith, the
group’s chairman, said the committee is working with Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr, president of the New
Jersey State League of Municipalities, and wants to eventually publicize Scotch Plains’ efforts throughout the state. The mayor said he and
Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo will be
sending a letter to all mayors in the
state’s 22nd Legislative District informing them of the advisory
committee’s goals and inviting them
to a future meeting. The mayor said
he hopes this will lead to other towns
forming similar groups that can come
together to educate the public and
lobby state lawmakers.
There was also a brief discussion

about the town-hall meeting earlier
this month held by Assembly Minority Republican Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) and attended by
his Assembly colleague Holly
Schepisi (R-39th, Westwood) during
which the “one size fits all” approach
of the courts was deemed to be unworkable. Mr. Bramnick pledged at
that session to work to get affordablehousing matters out of the courts and
into the State Legislature.
The Scotch Plains committee has
formed three subcommittees to educate the public and to influence state
legislators about what township officials feel are excessive affordablehousing mandates that have been imposed on municipalities by the courts.
The impact/assessment subcommittee headed by the mayor will focus on
the impact of the new court-imposed
housing mandates, with a major concern being a possible jump in the
township’s population from the current 25,000 to 32,000 as result of the
several thousand new housing units
slated to be built in the coming seven
years. The mayor pointed to several
effects of such a large increase inCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

LUCK OF THE IRISH...Lots of Irish music was on the bill at last weekend's St.
Patrick's Day celebration at Darby Road in downtown Scotch Plains.

served as an elementary-school principal for the Old Bridge school district and the Parsippany-Troy Hills
public Schools. In addition, she
served as the K-12 supervisor of
social studies for the ParsippanyTroy Hills district.
She currently is part of the New
Jersey Network of Superintendents
and the National Superintendent’s
Roundtable.
Superintendent Hayes stated that
she looks forward to spending more
time with her family, especially her
husband, who has already retired.
In other business, a second presentation of the 2019-2020 tentative school budget was given at the
meeting by Board Business Administrator and Board Secretary
Deborah Saridaki. A 1.73-percent
increase has been proposed in the
operating budget.
According to Mrs. Saridaki, the
proposed 2019-2020 operating budget will total $96,758,099. Last
year ’s operating budget was
$95,111,378.
The presentation included a 2.35percent increase in salaries, as well
as a 4.89-percent increase in employee benefits.
Mrs. Saridaki also noted that approximately seven additional teachers were included in the new budget
in the areas of elementary teachers,
basic-skills teachers, speech teachers, special-education teachers and
student aides. The budget also included new textbooks for elementary Language Arts, Algebra II
online editions and Geography for
sixth grade.
The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting will be
held on Thursday, March 28, at 7:30
p.m., in the administration building
at Cedar Street and Evergreen Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Courtesy of James Lowney/County of Union

PROUD MOMENT...Union County Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Grand Marshal Sister Percylee Hart waves to crowds at
Saturday’s 23rd annual parade down Morris Avenue in Union. Sister Hart has been principal of Union Catholic High School
in Scotch Plains since 1980.

Scotch Plains Operating Budget
Includes 1.95-Percent Tax Increase
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – After four
years of relatively flat budgets and
flat tax rates, the township council
on Tuesday introduced its 2019 operating budget that will include a
1.95-percent increase in the municipal portion of property tax bills.
Township Manager Al Mirabella
said the local tax rate — which does
not include the Union County and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of

Two Firms Are Finalists
For Redevelopment Project
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
redevelopment officials are now focusing on two firms’ proposals for
redeveloping the four municipalowned properties in the downtown
business district.
At the downtown redevelopment
committee’s meeting last Wednesday,
Redevelopment Coordinator Thomas
Strowe said that after a review of
bidders’ qualifications by township
professionals, it was decided to reject
the proposal submitted by Plainfieldbased residential developer Arkade
Residential Holdings and instead consider proposals submitted in late January by Advance Realty Investors, a
Bedminster-based developer that has
been involved in similar-type redevelopment projects in Harrison and
Bridgewater, and A. Gonsosa Development from Springfield.
The two firms have been asked to
submit revisions to their plans by
mid-April, after which the full committee will meet with representatives
from both companies about their plans
for redeveloping the first phase. That
centers on the township-owned properties where the municipal building,
the firehouse and the library are located as well as the parking lots adjacent to the municipal building and
library, behind the stores that front
Park Avenue and the parking lot behind the row of businesses on East
Second Street adjacent to the CVS
drug store. Redevelopment of these
properties is expected to result in
about 48,000 square feet of new retail
and office space, more than 1,400
new parking spots and 177 new housing units, 35 of which will be set aside
as affordable housing units.
Meanwhile, the planning board’s
planners will soon begin their investigation of the East Second Street

corridor as well as the Jade Isle property on Terrill Road as potential areas
in need of redevelopment. The redevelopment committee last month voted
to designate East Second Street —
instead of Terrill Road — as the next
phase of redevelopment, and last week
the planning board authorized Harbor
Consultants, its planner, to examine
the 49 East Second Street properties as
well as the Jade Isle lot.
A town hall meeting will be held at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
on Thursday, March 28 so that East
Second Street property owners can
get an idea of the township’s plans
and ask questions of township redevelopment professionals.
After the planning board completes
its investigation, it will send its report
and recommendations to the township council, which could adopt the
planning board report and then ask
the downtown redevelopment committee to finalize a formal plan for
any affected properties, much the
same process as was followed in the
first phase.
In other business, Mr. Strowe said
that the township was “very close” to
a compromise to re-route truck traffic
from Park Avenue to Terrill Road, but
given some concerns expressed by
Plainfield officials about the effect on
residents living on Terrill Road, it’s
possible that trucks will be asked to
use Terrill Road during daytime hours
and use Park Avenue at night, when
truck volume will be far lower. He
said he expects the county freeholder
board to pass a resolution backing the
switch and then for the governing
bodies in Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Plainfield to do likewise. Following that, township officials will approach state transportation officials
with a formal re-routing request,
which Mr. Strowe said could occur in
the next several months.

Congratulations to the Top Producer for the Month of February!
Sharon Steele
Cell 908.447.3579
SharonSteeleRealEstate.com

#1 Sales Associate
#1 Listings Associate
#1 Overall Production

Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing
Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Education portions of the property
tax levy — will rise from $1.507 per
$100 of assessed value to $1.534
this year and work out to an average
increase of about $33 per homeowner. He said the increase is attributable to some $218,000 in additional payments to the state pension
program and to a resumption of the
township’s fall brush pick-up program, which “a lot of residents have
been asking for.”
He called the proposed $25.72million spending plan — which will
be detailed and voted on at a public
hearing on Tuesday, April 16 —“an
excellent, sound budget that meets
the needs of our community.”
Mayor Alexander Smith said the
budget “will stand us in good stead”
and called the increased pension payments just the start of what he belies
will be more payments in coming
years “as the state tries to repair” the
underfunded pension system. But he
said he was gratified that the municipal government has been able to add
more personnel to the police, fire
and public works departments, add-

ing that the township “should be
proud where we are.”
Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo
thanked Mr. Mirabella and township
department heads “for doing everything you can to improve services in
our town with as minimal a tax increase.” Councilman Ted Spera
called the spending plan “a great
budget” and said he was “very excited” about the branch pick-up,
which had been eliminated several
years ago due to budget constraints.
The council at its business meeting on Tuesday also introduced a
$1.5-million capital budget that Mr.
Mirabella said will be used to finance equipment for the police and
public works departments and also
to pay for this summer’s road resurfacing program. He noted that for
the first time in many years, “we’re
retiring more debt [this year] than
we’re taking on.”
In other business, the council gave
its approval to the Bowcraft Amusement Park redevelopment plan,
which calls for the construction of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Kimberly Broadwell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MAYOR FOR A DAY...Katie Wilbur, a third grader at McGinn Elementary
School, was Mayor for a Day and presided with Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
reading the Open Public Meetings Act, at the beginning of Monday’s council
meeting, along with several other proclamations.
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Resident Asks If County
Mgr. Has A ‘Conflict’
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood

GIRL SCOUT WEEK...Scouts from Troops 40105 and 40547 present Girl Scout
cookies to the Fanwood Borough Council Monday and read tributes to Scouting
from the podium. It is the 107th anniversary of the Girl Scouts.

Garwood OK’s Preliminary
Budget of $9.5 Million
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – After entering a second executive session, the board of
education approved the 2019-2020 preliminary budget of $9,476,288 with a
tax levy of $8,476,288 to be submitted
to the county school board’s superintendent for review.
After the county superintendent’s
office reviews the budget, a formal
budget presentation will be held on
Tuesday, April 30. The budget includes
$98,248 in special revenue and debt
service of $526,625. The special revenue section is not considered a cost,
but offsets the general fund totals, reducing the general fund section to
$7,949,970.
In other business, Lincoln School art
and special-education teacher Rebecca
Planer presented student artwork that
was showcased at the Union County
Teen Arts Festival. Ms. Planer said the
arts festival allows middle-school and
high-school students the opportunity to
perform and converse with professional
and collegiate performers.
“It’s an awesome thing I wish I had
growing up,” Ms. Planer said.
Students are given the opportunity to
showcase talents including improvisational acting, painting, cartooning and
instrumental ability. Ms. Planer stated
that student Reina Ridente’s artwork
was among the pieces showcased.
Reina’s artwork was chosen to be
exhibited throughout the country, in-

cluding at various public places, among
them businesses and libraries, stated
Ms. Planer.
“I am excited to say I have been
notified another student’s work has been
chosen to be exhibited this upcoming
year,” Ms. Planer said.
The student or students who have
been selected have not yet been publicly announced, said Ms. Planer.
Lincoln School music teacher
Armando Gonzalez orchestrated four
students who performed a rendition of
Beethoven at the board meeting. Dalila
D’Onofrio,Ava Wood, Richard Howard
and Leah Paredes performed their
Beethoven rendition using clarinets.
Mr. Gonzalez said the students performed for a professional critic at the
arts festival.
In separate business, the Garwood
Police Department will host a Police
YouthAcademy, fromAugust 5 through
August 11. Any interested parents
should contact the police department
for further details, stated board member Albert Del Conte. Lincoln School
students who want to attend must fill
out an official application to partake in
the program.
Rising sixth- through ninth-grade students are eligible to participate in the
Police Youth Academy, stated Mr. Del
Conte.
Lincoln School students will showcase their talents in the PTA Talent
Show on Friday, April 12, stated Mr.
Del Conte.

LET DOCTORS DECIDE
YOUR HEALTHCARE
NOT INSURANCE COMPANIES
Support Bramnick’s Law A-4613
Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
is fighting for patient’s rights.
The Bramnick Bill ends pre-approvals
by insurance companies.
Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly
Daniel Connolly, Treasurer
279 Watchung Fork
Westfield, NJ 07090

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders last week said they are
fully supportive of the job Ed
Oatman has done in his first year as
county manager after a resident
questioned whether the county manager had a conflict due to having
worked for a consulting firm which
has government contracts.
“As recently as last month, Mr.
Oatman was listed on the website of
Parktowne Associates as a partner.
The website has since been changed
to no longer name Mr. Oatman,”
said Josh Bochner, a Berkeley
Heights resident.
Mr. Bochner said Parktowne was
paid “over $150,000 by various political campaigns for municipal offices throughout Union County.” He
said some of the candidates are
Union County employees.
“This figure...does not include
payments directed to Mr. Oatman
personally as reimbursements for
expenses, and does not include payments from state or county electoral
accounts,” he said.
“How can the public trust that the
county manager will fairly award
grants and shared-services agreements if he was paid to promote candidates?” Mr. Bochner questioned.
County spokesperson Sebastian
D’Elia told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that Mr. Oatman still does
work for Parktowne Associates.
“Nothing prohibits (county) employees from having outside employment as long as it does not
interfere or conflict with their responsibilities in their jobs at the
County of Union. There is no conflict,” Mr. D’Elia said.
The freeholders passed a resolution last year to waive the county’s
residency requirement for employees for Mr. Oatman, a resident of
Woodbridge. Mr. D’Elia said the
residency requirement is not mandatory once a county employee has
reached 15 years of service.
Freeholder Sergio Granados, who
was board chairman in 2018 when
Mr. Oatman was hired, said Mr.
Oatman, “has never once showed
favoritism to any municipality.”
“No matter what his previous job
title was, when he came to the role
of county manager he has always
been focused on making sure that
the needs of residents of the County
of Union for every single municipality were met. (He) made sure he
treated every single municipality
fair, both urban and suburban,” said
Mr. Granados in response to Mr.
Bochner.
Mr. Granados accused Mr.
Bochner of coming to the meeting
with a prepared statement for the
purpose of attacking the county
manager and to make “a serious
allegation against [Mr. Oatman]
without having proper facts.”
“I truly find that disrespectful. I
find that (Mr. Bochner) is someone
who is just coming here to (make)
negative comments,” Mr. Granados
said, adding that Mr. Bochner
“doesn’t know what he is talking
about.”
Freeholder Chris Hudak said public officials are required by law to
disclose holdings they have such as
financial and property interests.
“That does not necessarily create
a conflict,” Mr. Hudak said.
Mr. Hudak noted that one of the
initiatives by Mr. Oatman “and his
team,” the closing of the juvenile
detention center, is “going to have a
tremendous impact on our financial
picture for years to come.”
After the meeting Mr. Bochner,
who said he is a Democrat and a
Union County Magnet High School
graduate and attends college out of
state, told The Times that he, “didn’t
realize I was going to get attacked
for reading notes that I prepared.”
He said he “stuck to what I know are
facts” in his statement to the board.
According to his LinkedIn account he is a chemical and
biomolecular engineering student
at Rice University.
“I’m a Democrat, but that doesn’t
mean that I can’t call out other
Democrats when they do shady
things,” he told The Times.

PROPERTY TAXES
TOO HIGH?
We saved property owners more
than $168,786 in taxes last year.

JAMES M. FOERST, ESQ.

During the public comment part
of the meeting, Bruce Paterson of
Garwood said Freeholder Fiscal
Committee Chairman Alexander
Mirabella’s statement at the budget
meetings that county taxes are only
going up 2 percent in the county
manager’s proposed executive budget is inaccurate, noting the actual
number is 4 percent.
Freeholder Chairman Bette Jane
Kowalski noted the 2019 county
budget, “has not been passed yet so
it remains to be seen how much the
increase would be.”
In other business, Freeholder Chairman Kowalski announced that the
board is amending its meeting schedule. The May 9 agenda meeting will
be moved to May 2, and the May 30
agenda and regular meetings have
been moved to May 23. Freeholder
meetings are held Thursday nights at
7 p.m. at the county administration
building in Elizabeth.

Housing
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Courtesy of Debby Burslem

HIGH LINE...Pictured here is 69kV electrical lines being installed in Union.
PSE&G says it will be replacing 26kV utility lines with 69kV transmission lines
throughout its coverage areas.

Fanwood Council Celebrates
Many Who Serve Borough
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

cluding the effects on schools, the
loss of open space and the impacts on
infrastructure, transportation and firstresponders.
Another subcommittee, chaired by
the deputy mayor, will focus on actions that need to be taken including
notifying towns in Legislative District 22 informing them of the
committee’s goals and inviting them
to take part. Mr. Losardo said an
effort will be made to bring Assemblywoman Linda Carter (D-22nd,
Plainfield) and Assemblyman James
Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway) “up to
speed” in the committee’s activities
and to ask them to support “commonsense solutions” to the housing issue.
The subcommittee will also look at
and evaluate affordable housing-related bills that are pending in the state
Legislature and then advocate for
those seen as having particular importance and a chance to be enacted.
An education subcommittee,
headed by Township Redevelopment
Coordinator Thomas Strowe, will support the other two subcommittees by
building up a base of people to talk to
about the various issues and, hopefully, energize them enough to create
a grassroots movement to garner petition signatures and lobby state legislators. Legislative elections in the
State Assembly are set for November
and the subcommittee will seek to
have its efforts ramp up during the
fall campaign season.

SP Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

190 apartments and 10 townhomes,
with 35 of those units being designated as affordable housing, at the
12.6-acre site on Route 22. Redevelopment Coordinator Thomas
Strowe said he didn’t want to speculate on when construction will actually get underway, saying that with
the ordinance approved, conversations between Bowcraft’s owners
and the developers will likely start
soon.
The council also approved two
contracts — one for up to $39,987
for a batting cage at Farley Park and
another for up to $100,840 for new
playground equipment at Brookside
Park.
Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler
said the annual Easter egg hunt will
take place on Saturday, April 13, at
10 a.m. at Brookside Park and that
a combined Earth Day and Arbor
Day celebration — Party for the
Planet —will be held on Saturday,
April 27, at the Alan Augustine Village Green.
At the start of the meeting, the
council honored several dozen student athletes from Scotch PlainsFanwood High School who were
standouts in track and field and
swimming.
The mayor also proclaimed the
week of March 10 as Girl Scout
Week and the month of March as
Brain Injury Awareness Month.

REAL ESTATE

LAND USE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – At the start of Monday night’s borough council meeting,
multiple presentations were made recognizing borough volunteers and
workers.
The governing body honored Sister
Percylee Hart for her 39 years of service as principal of Union Catholic
High School, located in Scotch Plains,
and for having been named grand
marshal of this year’s Union County
St. Patrick’s Day Parade. A resolution
that was read in her honor lauded her
years of dedicated service to Union
Catholic since 1980 and to Scotch
Plains and Fanwood through the work
she and her fellow administrators,
teachers and students have done in
volunteering over the years. Mayor
Colleen Mahr noted that she herself
was a student at Union Catholic and
had graduated under Sister Hart.
Sister Hart thanked the council for
the resolution and referred to the borough as “the little engine that could.”
“The Borough of Fanwood has seen
positive change, especially in the downtown, while being committed to preserving its history. I love to shop in the
downtown area. The borough is like the
little engine that could, and there is no
stopping your progress as a borough.
This resolution you gave me means so
much to me,” Sister Hart said.
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
stated, “I have never seen Sister
Percylee without a smile.”
Other honorees that evening included
third-grade student Katie Wilbur from
McGinn Elementary School, who acted
as “Mayor for the Day”; Fanwood Bagels & Deli owners Lori and Patrick
Carlin, who were named Citizens of the
Month for their countless donations of
bagels and their support of community
functions over the last 20 years of business, and local Girl Scouts from the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood troops who
sold 53,000 boxes of Girl Scout cookies to support their organization.

Acting Mayor Katie and Mayor
Mahr both noted that it was National
Girl Scout Week. Nine Girl Scouts and
Daisy Girl Scouts attended Monday’s
meeting. It was noted that there are
766 Girl Scouts from Scotch Plains
and Fanwood in 73 troops and that 10
Scouts will graduate high school this
year. It was further observed that there
are 306 adult volunteers for the girls.
Scotch Plains and Fanwood troops are
part of the Girl Scouts Heart of New
Jersey council. The Girl Scout organization itself is celebrating its 107th
anniversary this year.
In addition to recognizing Katie
Wilbur, the governing body acknowledged three borough residents for their
extensive service to the community.
McGinn School Principal Sasha
Slocum was cited for her years of
dedication to the school district. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School junior
Mallory Banks was honored for her
achievements in raising funds and
awareness on behalf of those with autism. Councilwoman Mitchell was saluted for her more than 20 years of
service to the borough as a councilwoman, the longest in the borough’s
history. It was noted that she has served
seven consecutive terms.
In other business, an ordinance was
unanimously passed upon first reading to limit the habitable dwelling
density for future housing projects
within the borough. It was noted that
other surrounding towns have averaged 40 units per acre and the borough proposes 36.
Members of the Fanwood Council
serve as Fanwood’s Downtown Redevelopment Agency. The resolution
has come about because of recent
inquiries regarding dwelling projects
that the borough has seen.
According to the mayor, the Fanwood resolution will next go to the
planning board for discussion.
The next Fanwood Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 1,
at 7 p.m., at Borough Hall.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood

POT OF GOLD...The former principal of Union Catholic High School and Grand
Marshal of this year's Union County St. Patrick's Day Parade was honored with
a proclamation from Mayor Colleen Mahr. Sister Percylee Hart, far right, is
pictured with Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell, Mayor Mahr and Mayor for a Day
Katie Wilbur.
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Mayor Brindle’s Town Council
Remarks March 12

Officials Condemn
Attacks In New Zealand
TRENTON – Area elected officials
have condemmed last week’s attack
on Muslims at Christchurch, New
Zealand that resulted in 49 deaths and
20 serious injuries to worshippers.
“A white supremacist slaughtered
at least 49 Muslims as they prayed.
Americans know this story all too
well. We understand the pain and
horror that every New Zealander is
feeling right now. Our hearts go out to
everyone who lost a loved one,” said
Congressman Tom Malinowski (R7th, Somerville). “An attack on a
place of worship is an attack on the
basic principles of freedom and tolerance that countries like ours are built
on. All of us are threatened today by
the return of an ideology that encourages the dehumanization and murder
of people based on their identity....
“I will be working with my colleagues in the Congress to ensure that
the federal government devotes as
much attention to the domestic and
transnational threat of white nationalist violence as it rightly has to all forms
of terrorism...,” Mr. Malinowski said.
Congressman Jeff Van Drew (D2nd, Cape May) said: “My heart is
with the people of New Zealand and
the victims and their families on this
terrible day. We must seek to assist
them in any way we can. There is too
much hate in the world; too much
hurt. We feel on social media that we
can speak to each other in a certain
way. In politics we treat each other as
enemies instead of collaborators. This
hate has extended to these horrible

Revaluation Topic
For Town Hall
FANWOOD — Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr will host a Town Hall
meeting on Tuesday, April 2 to discuss the upcoming revaluation program that will be underway in the
borough. Fanwood is one of 14 Union
County towns, like Westfield and
Garwood, and 32 towns in New Jersey that were identified as in need of
updated property valuations.
Fanwood was last revaluated 32 years
ago.
A revaluation of residential and
commercial property is done to appraise property to determine its full
and fair value and be more in line with
market values. Typically, a revaluation will result in an increase of property assessment (value) but not necessarily an increase in property taxes.
“I encourage Fanwood residents to
attend the meeting and ask questions
about the purpose of revaluation and
the process. [Borough] officials and a
representative from Realty Appraisal
Company will explain the process
and be available to answer questions,”
Mayor Mahr said.
The Town Hall will be held at
Forest Road Park at 7 p.m.

and hateful acts. We are all human
beings. We all have the same blood in
our veins. We need to love each other
a little more.”
New Jersey Assembly Republican
Minority Leaner Jon Bramnick (R21st, Westfield) said: “This was an
unconscionable attack on the freedoms that we all deserve. Freedoms
we do not take for granted. We stand
in solidarity with communities around
the world and in New Jersey. Terrorism and extremist rhetoric are threats
to all of us. The hate must end.”

Green New Deal Topic
For Sierra Club
REGION — The New Jersey Sierra Club Loantaka Group will present
Daniela Gioseffi and Mariam Glenn,
local environmentalists, who will lead
a panel discussion on the Green New
Deal making its way through the
House of Representatives.
The meeting will be held Wednesday, April 10 from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at
Library of The Chathams, 214 Main
Street, Chatham, NJ.
The event free and open to the
public. For more information, email
ahlia.bethea@gmail.com.

Young Republicans Fed.
File for State Chapter
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Young
Republican Federation of New Jersey (YRFNJ) has announced that they
have submitted their charter to the
Young Republican National Federation (YRNF) for approval at their
next national quarterly meeting.
YRFNJ Chairman Joe Sarno of
Scotch Plains said he expects the charter will be accepted, stating, “Since
there was no current YRNF sanctioned Young Republican Organization at the state level, several county
YR groups have come together to
submit a charter to the YRNF in hopes
to return a nationally-recognized
group to the state.
“We expect that our charter will be
accepted, and we will work diligently
with all Young Republicans in the
state to move our party forward, win
elections, and bring the message of
common-sense conservative principles to our peers,” Mr. Sarno said.

Support Local Journalism

A STAPLE AT UCC...Union County College Associate Professor of Biology and
Head Golf Coach William Dunscombe of New Providence was recognized last
week by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders for his decades of service
to the College and the residents of Union County. Professor Dunscombe began his
career at UCC in 1971 and was athletic director from 1972 to 1976. He has been
UCC’s head golf coach since 1975. Pictured, from left to right, are: Freeholder
Chair Bette Jane Kowalski, Professor Dunscombe, Union County College Dean of
STEM Liesl Jones, and Freeholder Sergio Granados.

Kean Bill to Establish
Doula Appreciation Week
TRENTON — The State Senate
has passed Senator Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean’s (R21st, Westfield) legislation establishing Doula Appreciation Week
in recognition of the support and
dedication these professionals
provide for mothers and babies in
New Jersey.
“Doulas provide comfort and care
to new moms and babies before,
during, and after birth,” Mr. Kean
said. “Studies show that working
with a doula can prevent many labor complications, resulting in
healthier and happier outcomes for
both mother and child. These invaluable professionals are true lifesavers, whose compassion and expertise are leading to smoother progressions from pregnancy to parenthood.”
Mr. Kean’s bipartisan resolution,
SJR-120, would establish Doula Appreciation Week from March 22 to
March 28 of each year. Doulas are
trained birth coaches who assist during all aspects of pregnancy, labor,
and the postpartum period. While
doctors are primarily focused on
clinical care, doulas provide physi-

cal comfort and emotional assistance.
This legislation supplements a comprehensive bipartisan bill package
sponsored by Senator Kean, Senator
Joe Vitale (D-19th, Woodbridge),
Senator Bob Singer (R-30th, Lakewood), and Senator Ron Rice (D28th, Newark) to improve maternal,
prenatal, and newborn healthcare
Statewide.
New Jersey has one of the highest
maternal mortality rates in the nation,
especially for African-American
women.
“Doulas play a vital role in saving the lives of mothers and babies nationwide,” added Sen.
Kean.
“Raising awareness and highlighting the importance of doulas will hopefully encourage more moms-to-be to
work with a doula, so we can make
progress on our overarching goal to
decrease the maternal mortality rate
and ensure all New Jersey women
receive the quality care they deserve. I
urge Governor (Phil) Murphy to sign
our bipartisan maternal health legislation package into law as soon as possible,” Senator added.

Murphy signs GOP Bill
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TRENTON, N.J. – A bill that will
increase penalties for failing to report child sexual abuse has been
signed into law by Governor Phil
Murphy.
The legislation, S-641/A-850,
sponsored by Assemblywoman
Nancy F. Munoz (R-21st, Summit)
and Assemblyman Edward
Thomson (R-30th, Wall Twn.), requires those who believe a child has
been sexually abused to immediately report it to the New Jersey
Division of Child Protection and
Permanency.
“It is everyone’s responsibility to
fight abuse and neglect,” Asw. Munoz
said. “A child’s life may depend on
someone reporting it.”
Research conducted by the Cen-

ters for Disease Control estimates
that approximately one in six boys
and one in four girls are sexually
abused before the age of 18.
“Child abuse affects 1.8 million
children between the ages of 12 and
19 in this country,” said Asm.
Thomson. “The statistics are shocking. Raising the penalty for not reporting these crimes will better protect our children, and that is the key
here.”
The bill makes failure to report
the abuse a fourth-degree crime
with penalties up to 18 months in
prison and a fine up to $10,000. It
was only a disorderly person’s offense that could result in up to six
months in prison and a fine up to
$1,000.

This is your new home
we are talking about

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Home & Auto
go together.
Like you & a
good neighbor.
Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Owen Brand
Mortgage Development Officer
Phone - 908.789.2730
Cell - 908.337.7282
Email - owen.brand@santander.us
NMLS # 222999

Editor’s Note: The following has
been condensed due to length.
A big focus for the last two weeks
has been on trains and transportation.
NJ Transit recently hosted a listening
tour with NJT executives. Over 100
residents showed up anyway to voice
their frustration with deteriorating
service, communication, and the lack
of a firm commitment as to when the
off-peak one seat ride will be restored.
I co-hosted a meeting of the Raritan
Valley Line Mayors’ Alliance in
Bound Brook where we had an outstanding turnout of mayors from
Union to High Bridge, and legislators along the line. Representatives
from the Regional Planning Association were also on hand to present
their recent report on the potential
economic devastation to our region
if a tunnel goes out of service, underscoring the urgency of building Gateway.
Separately, we continue to explore transit alternatives to solve
our parking problem, particularly
for commuters. To that end, Lyft
recently sponsored lunch at my invitation for all of the business administrators in Union County to discuss a county-wide Lyft partnership. We are also looking to participate in a trial for crowd-sourced
commuter vans.
In terms of our Downtown Master Plan, I’m sure you have heard
that Theresa’s closed its doors after
25 years. I spoke to the owner who
was incredibly grateful for the
town’s support, but disappointed
that his personal circumstances
forced him to close. I realize that
these retail and restaurant closings
can be unnerving, but I continue to
remain focused on the many new
openings that are coming soon. In
addition, I continue to meet with
property owners, developers, and
commercial brokers to evangelize
for our town and encourage businesses to open here.
Meanwhile, the DWC Promotions
Committee has been busy planning
many events over the next several
months to draw folks to downtown.
Our ever popular Jazz Night will be
returning with some new genres of
music, and a new Local Spotlight
which will feature local talent. Second Sundays on Quimby will also be
back.
There is no doubt that our downtown is in a transition period. I encourage residents to participate in
our master plan process. The first of
four public meetings will be held to-

night, March 21, at Edison Intermediate School at 7 p.m. Please attend,
provide feedback, and share your
ideas, and be sure to take the survey.
There is also a Parks Plan survey that
many folks have already taken, and
there will be a joint public meeting
for both the Master Plan and Parks
Plan on Wednesday, April 3 in our
town hall community room, and on
Wednesday, April 24 at Edison. The
parks plan includes an assessment of
our recreation programs and Memorial Pool.
Improvements to Memorial Pool,
which are coming this summer, include 160 new lounge chairs, free
wifi, a new food vendor and expanded
concession menu, and an increase in
the guest fee as a means to mitigate
overcrowding. A new user-friendly
online registration process, and all
online payment fees have been eliminated.
We have received grants regarding pedestrian safety. The first is a
technical assistance grant for a
walkability study along the North
Avenue. The second is from the
NJDOT Office of Bicycle and Pedestrian Programs for a review of
pedestrian enhancements.
In terms of the town budget, I’ve
had several meetings including hosting breakfast for the Chamber of Commerce, a meeting with Garwood
Mayor Sara Todisco to discuss potentially sharing of court services,
with Cranford Mayor Pat Giblin to
discuss traffic and development, and
with county Freeholder Angel Estrada
to discuss the county budget and tax
levy.
We will be hosting the public presentation of our budget at the town
council meeting on March 26 before it formally gets adopted on
April 23.
On the issue of PSE&G 69 KV
project, they are aware of our significant concerns in having these power
lines run through residential neighborhoods. I have asked them directly
to look into finding potential alternative routes with far less residential
impact. We will be scheduling a public meeting with PSE&G once they’ve
had time to consider every option and
will have more information to share.
They have agreed to delay all related
work until the information sharing
process occurs. We look forward to
receiving an updated proposal from
PSE&G to be discussed at a public
meeting.
Shelley Brindle
Westfield Mayor

Bill to Aid 9/11 First
Responders Clears Panel
TRENTON – Aiming to assist first and Firemen’s Retirement System
responders who voluntarily participated in 9/11 rescue and recovery
efforts, legislation sponsored by
Union County Assemblymen James
Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway) and
Jamel Holley (D-20th. Roselle) expanding eligibility for accidental disability allowance to include members or retirees of the Police and
Firemen’s Retirement System
(PFRS) and the State Police Retirement System (SPRS) who voluntarily responded to the attack was approved Monday by the Assembly
Homeland Security and State Preparedness Committee.
“When police and firefighters in
New Jersey received word that two
planes had struck the World Trade
Center on September 11, 2001, many
of them didn’t hesitate before responding to the scene, even though they
were not specifically ordered to go,”
said Asm. Kennedy. “Unfortunately,
some suffered permanent or total disability. Due to the fact that they responded as volunteers, they are not
entitled to the same compensation as
their counterparts who were considered to be ‘on the job that day. It’s
time to change that.”
The bill, A-4882, would provide
that a member or retirant of the Police

(PFRS) and the State Police Retirement System (SPRS) is eligible to
receive an accidental disability retirement allowance for a permanent and
total disability resulting from participation in 9/11 World Trade Center
rescue, recovery, or cleanup operations, whether or not they are instructed
by an employer to participate.
A member who did not participate in those operations for a minimum of eight hours would be eligible for the presumption provided
that they participated in the rescue, recovery, or cleanup operations at the World Trade Center
site between September 11, 2001
and September 12, 2001 or sustained a documented physical injury at the WTC site that prevented
the member from continuing to
participate for a minimum of eight
hours.
The measure now heads to the Assembly Speaker for further consideration.
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Freeholder Departments
Present Budget Proposals
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders’ fiscal committee began
its meetings last week with department
heads to review the proposed $491.6million executive budget presented by
County Manager Ed Oatman.
Department of Corrections Director
Ronald Charles proposed budget is
$36.8 million, which is $1.7 million
below last year’s adopted budget.
Freeholder
Vice-Chairman
Alexander Mirabella, fiscal committee chair, was interested in the
department’s overtime expenditure. Mr.
Charles noted that the $5 million proposed is $850,000 below what was
spent in 2018. The bulk of the
department’s operating budget, $24.4
million, is for salaries, an amount that
is $841,000 over the 2018 adopted
budget. Mr. Charles said the department saw a savings in overtime of $1.3
million between 2017 and 2018, when
staff overtime hours were reduced by
21,000 hours, accounting for 31 percent of the overtime budget. Overtime
hours were reduced 54 percent from
2015 to 2018.
“We’re going to cut where we can,”
Mr. Charles said.
Looking at current overtime numbers, Mr. Mirabella commented,
“That’s one-third of what we used to
have.”
Mr. Charles said there are 236 correction officers at the county jail, including 52 supervisors.
One area that will see savings is
juvenile detention where the county
has closed its building in Linden. The
2019 budget for juvenile detention is
$3,373,274, a $5.5-million reduction
from last year’s expenditures. Staff
salaries will be down from $4.2 million
to $1.1 million.
Union County has an agreement to
send its juvenile offenders to the Essex
County juvenile detention center. Mr.
Charles said Union County has on employees hand to ensure that the county
is charged correctly for the daily number of kids at the Essex facility.
Joseph Graziano, director of the
Department of Engineering, Public
Works, and Facilities Management,
presented his department’s budget.
The engineering division budget is
proposed at $1.6 million, about
$27,000 below last year’s adopted
budget. Staff salaries account for $1.1
million of that amount. The public
works budget for 2019 is $2.5 million,
$103,000 below last year. Overtime in
the public works division has been
slashed from the $150,000 in last
year’s budget to $100,000 for 2019.
Facilities management is budgeted
at $16.2 million, including $7.4 mil-

lion is for salaries, with another
$300,000 for overtime. A total of $15.4
million was budgeted for the division
last year with the same overtime figure.
The total parks and recreation budget is $14,688,217. Of that amount,
$9,069,251 is budgeted for recreational
facilities with $1.8 million of that
amount for salaries and $290,000 for
seasonal employees. Another $200,000
is for per diem workers.
The park maintenance budget is
$3,465,407, of which $2.5 million is
for salaries and $210,000 for overtime. Division spending is up $368,400
over last year. The other areas of park
and recreation are planning and environmental services, $745,905; cultural
and heritage, $144,189, and the department director’s office, $1.3 million.
Sheriff Peter Corvelli said his budget is proposed at $20,382,086, of
which $19.1 million is for salaries and
$717,560 for overtime. On the revenue
side, the department generated $5.7
million for performing legal process
services in 2018.
He told the freeholders that the department is “holding the line on overtime.”
“I think credit is due but please keep an
eye on that,” Mr. Mirabella responded.
County Surrogate James LaCorte
presented a budget of $1,092,875, about
$25,000 over last year. He said his
office serviced 4,000 clients in 2018.
The board of elections budget for
2019 is $2,843,116, an increase of
$390,329 over last year’s expenditures.
Board of Elections Administrator
Nicole DiRado, in her presentation,
said the board of elections’ other expenses line item is up $127,000 over
last year. Poll workers account for
$800,000, with staff salaries totaling
$1.3 million.
The public safety department budget
of $14.9 million includes county police,
$9.8 million; the medical examiner, $1.2
million; weights and measures,
$415,398; emergency management,
$1.5 million, and emergency medical
services, $1.4 million.
The Department of Human Services
$66-million budget includes the divisions of social services, $44.9 million;
the 44-bed Cornerstone Behavioral
Health Hospital, $12.4 million; Aging,
$2.6 million, and Paratransit, $3.2 million, and $2.8 million for the department director’s office.
The Department of Economic Development total budget is $5.3 million.
The department includes the divisions
of information technology, community
services, strategic planning and intergovernmental relations. The
department’s adopted 2018 budget was
$5.1 million.

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Kean Exploring Run
Against Malinowski in ‘20
Senate Minority Republican Leader
Tom Kean. (R-21st, Westfield) is exploring a challenge to freshman Congressman
Tom Malinowski (D-7th, Rocky Hill) in
next year’s Congressional elections, according to a New Jersey Globe report. Mr.
Malinowski unseated five-term Republican House member Leonard Lance this
past November.
Mr. Kean has served in the State
Legislature since 2001 when he was
named by Republicans to fill a vacancy in the State Assembly left by
the retirement of Alan Augustine of
Scotch Plains, who passed away later
that year. Mr. Kean moved up to the
Senate upon the resignation of Rich
Bagger in 2003.
“I have concerns about the direction of our Congress. New Jersey
deserves strong leadership and I’m
exploring a run for Congress,” Mr.
Kean told New Jersey Globe.
Mr. Kean ran for Congress in 2000,
finishing second to Mike Ferguson in
the Primary Election. Mr. Kean lost
to Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) in the
2006 U.S. Senate race.
Scutari Bill on Retroactive
Raises OK’d By Committee
Legislation sponsored by Senator
Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), which
would prohibit retroactive salary increases for all elected officials
throughout the state, has unanimously
passed the Senate Community and
Urban Affairs Committee.
The basis for this legislations is Linden Mayor DerekArmstead who raised
his salary from $73,425 to $100,000 a
year, receiving a 36 percent retroactive pay raise, resulting in Armstead
receiving a check for $26,575 of back
pay for 11 months of work.
The bill, S-3369, would retroactively go into effect December 1, 2018,
prior to when Mayor Armstead received his city council approved increase. The legislation would solely
apply to elected officials, not collectively bargained public employees or
other government employees.
The bill cleared committee, by a
vote of 5-0, and next moves to the
Senate floor for further consideration.
Van Drew Introduces Bill to
Crack Down on Robocalls
Congressman Jeff Van Drew (D2nd, Cape May) has introduced the
Robocall Enforcement Enhancement
Act of 2019 to crack down on “abusive, annoying, and illegal robocalls,”
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according to press release issued by
his office. He said the legislation provides the necessary tools for the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) to go after those who violate
robocall and spoofing laws and it also
lengthens the amount of time that the
FCC can go after these transgressors.
“Over the years, countless people
throughout South Jersey have shared
with me that they are constantly harassed by robocalls and scams,” Congressman Van Drew said. “Robocall
scams not only inconvenience us at
the dinner table, but they prey on the
vulnerable, including seniors, and it’s
despicable. My bill will help protect
consumers by ensuring that
robocallers and scammers are prosecuted to the full extent of the law.”
Data shows that New Jersey residents reported 321,393 robocall complaints last year alone, more than any
other state in the nation.
The legislation Authorizes the FCC
to pursue cases against robocall rule
violations without first issuing a citation; increases the statute of limitations for the FCC to pursue spoofing
violations from two years to three
years, and increases the statute of
limitations for the FCC to pursue
robocall violations from one year to
three years.
Monmouth Poll: Impeachment
Support Inching Up
President Donald Trump’s job approval rating remains stable but support for impeachment proceedings
has ticked up in the latest national
Monmouth University Poll.
President Trump’s overall job rating stands at 44 percent approve and
51 percent disapprove. This is virtually unchanged from his 41 percent54 percent standing in late January
and his 43 percent to 49 percent rating in November. The President’s job
rating among different partisan groups
stands at 86 percent approve and 10
percent disapprove among Republicans, 42 percent to 49 percent among
independents, and 10 percent to 88
percent among Democrats.
The poll finds that 42 percent ofAmericans feel that Mr. Trump should be
impeached and compelled to leave the
presidency while 54 percent disagree.
Patrick Murray, director of the independent Monmouth University Polling Institute, said Monmouth uses the
same impeachment question that
Gallup asked about Richard Nixon as
Watergate unfolded.
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BOE Releases Statement on Absense
OF WHS Principal Derrick Nelson
WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
Board of Education has released the
following statement concerning
Westfield High School Principal Dr.
Derrick Nelson:
“Parents were notified on February
22 that Dr. Nelson is dealing with a
medical issue and would be absent
for at least a few weeks. Dr. Nelson’s
family has asked that everyone respect his privacy at this point. We
appreciate the community’s willingness to accede to their request.”
Dr. Nelson was named WHS principal in February 2017 after serving
as acting principal since August 2016

and assistant principal since July
2012. He began his administrative
role as assistant principal of
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
2010.

Murphy Signs Rain Tax
TRENTON — Governor Phil
Murphy has signed what many have
dubbed the “rain tax.” The measure
allows municipalities and counties to
establish independent authorities to
address stormwater runoff issues and
levy fees based on the amount of
impervious surface on individual
properties.

Flowers of the sun; 36”x 48”; Oil on canvas; Artist: Shirley Wallitsch

Spring Art Show
Westfield ‘Fields of Color’
Wine Reception — Saturday,
March 23, 6 to 8 p.m.
Location — 100 Elmer Street,
Westfield, N.J. (hosted by Raritan
Valley Gyrotonic)
Artist Shirley Wallitsch
Shirley was born in Sheridan, Wyoming, a small western town at the
base of the Big Horn Mountains. The
extraordinary beauty and vastness of
both earth and the sky above in Wyoming has become a limitless inner
source of inspiration. Her art would
be best described as a journey of
exploration in color and technique.
Shirley made her way to the east
coast in her early twenties to study
painting and sculpture at the Art Students League, New York, N.Y. 19801983.
Rochester Art Guild (resident artist), Rochester, N.Y. 1976-1979.

Shirley is now a resident of New
Jersey and is the owner of a successful small business, Raritan Valley
Gyrotonic, a unique boutique movement studio offering personal training Gyrotonic sessions and group
Gyrokinesis
classes.
www.rvgyrotonic.com.
“I have found this amazing space
here in Westfield that not only serves
as a beautiful Movement studio but is
perfect for displaying my paintings!”
she said.
To see more of Shirley’s paintings
or bio online, visit https://
wallitschart.squarespace.com or
make an appointment to see the art.
email: wallitsch@mac.com, (908)
288-7551.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin
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‘Blue Alert’ Would Be Vital Tool
In Protecting Our Police Officers
With law enforcement officers risking their lives
daily to protect and serve their fellow citizens, we
gladly offer our support for any measures that will
help to safeguard these men and women from those
who would do them harm, or to locate an officer who
is missing and may require aid.
One such measure is legislation calling for the
creation of a “Blue Alert System” in New Jersey,
which recently passed committees in the state Senate and Assembly. Bills S-3272 and A-2604 would
enhance the ability of authorities to apprehend
someone suspected of killing or seriously injuring
a law enforcement officer or to find an officer who
has gone missing on duty and whose well-being
may be compromised.
The Senate bill was sponsored by Senator Joseph
Cryan (D-20th, Union) and Senator Linda
Greenstein (D-14th, Cranbury). Prior to his election to the Senate in November 2017, Mr. Cryan
served as Union County sheriff. Ms. Greenstein
currently chairs the Senate’s Law and Public Safety
Committee.
A statement on njleg.state.nj.us/, outlining the
provisions of the Senate bill, described the Blue
Alert System as a “voluntary, cooperative effort
between state and local law enforcement agencies
and the media, which is to include, but not limited to,
print, radio, and television media outlets.”

Besides a description of a suspect or missing
officer and other details authorities determine is
appropriate, these notifications would advise the
public on how anyone with information regarding a
suspect or missing officer “may contact the lead law
enforcement agency,” the statement continued.
A release last month from the press office of New
Jersey Democrats stated that the Blue Alert System
“would be modeled” after Amber Alert and Silver
Alert programs that already have been successfully
implemented in the state. Amber Alerts inform the
public about abducted children, while Silver Alerts
are issued to help locate missing senior citizens,
particularly those afflicted with dementia or other
cognitive disorders.
We are reminded regularly of the dangers law
enforcement officers encounter during the performance of their duty on our behalf, and the ultimate
sacrifice so many have made. In our view, the Blue
Alert System would be invaluable in further protecting these officers, and the public, since a criminal at
large can pose danger to civilians as well as police.
As Senator Cryan has said, the Blue Alert program
“could mean the difference between life and death.”
This system would bring together law enforcement,
the media and the public in a way that not only will
potentially save the lives of those in uniform, but
enhance safety for us all.

County Needs to Depend Less on
Property Taxes to Balance Budget
The Union County Freeholders completed their
budget hearings with department heads Monday
night at the Westfield Municipal Building. While
last year’s budget was the first in many to be either
flat or actually go down in many towns, the increase
in county spending has been significant looking
back over the past 10 to 20 years.
In 2004, the county budget was $372.7 million
with $203.8 million raised in county property taxes.
The proposed executive budget for 2019 is $491.6
million, of which $368.2 million is to be raised in
taxes. Last year’s adopted budget raised $360 million in taxes, $6.2 million more than what was raised
in 2017.
As we have pointed out previously, the county is
relying too much on property taxes to support its
spending plan. While we are sure the tax levy will be
reduced by the fiscal committee, as it stands now the
tax levy accounts for 75 percent of the revenue
stream. That is way too high in our estimation. The
county had $90 million in surplus at the end of 2017,
using $24 million of that amount in the 2018 budget.
The county’s surplus balance was $22 million at the
end of 2004, of which $19 million was used to offset
taxes in the 2005 budget, dropping the remaining
surplus to a little over $3 million.
The 2019 executive budget uses $25 million in
order to offset taxes. We believe that number needs

to be significantly higher given that more than $60
million is left in surplus. The county has said it wants
to maintain a high surplus in order to retain a Aaa
bond rating, which keeps the county’s borrowing
percentage rate down.
The county is looking to either sell or lease its
former juvenile detention center in Linden. If that
building is sold, it would significantly increase the
county balance sheet. Given this, is there any reason
the county should be raising taxes?
While the county obviously does not want to go
back to the days of small surpluses, there needs to be
more of an effort to trim property taxes. After all,
Westfield pays $42 million in county taxes, which is
more than the municipal tax.
At the local level, we are happy to see Westfield
talking to Garwood about sharing a municipal court.
Towns need to work harder to reduce costs while
producing more revenue.
Suburban towns like Westfield and Cranford
can’t rely on Trenton to supply aid at levels that
bring down our property taxes. If anything, don’t
be surprised if aid is reduced in the years ahead
to suburban towns as the state deals with the
economic crisis from employee pension liabilities.
We expect more New Jerseyans to continue moving south to avoid Garden State taxes.
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Letters to the Editor
How Thankful I Am For What
Policeman Gerard Rites Did
Dear [Scotch Plains Police] Chief
Conley, I hope that this letter finds
you well. My name is Dominick
Giordano. I am writing to let you
know about an incredible act of heroism by one of your police officers,
Gerard Rites, who I am forever grateful to for saving my life this past
weekend.
On Friday evening, I attended a
beefsteak dinner fundraiser for the
Education Enrichment Foundation of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and began to
choke on a piece of meat during dinner. My airway was completely
blocked.
At that moment, I was completely
helpless and incapable of taking in
even the smallest amount of air as a
piece of meat was lodged in my throat.
Fortunately, I could stand up and
motion that I needed help.
Gerard, who was sitting a few seats
over from me, at my table immediately came to me and knew that I was
choking. Gerard quickly turned me
around and performed the Heimlich
maneuver. Gerard’s quick efforts were

lifesaving, resulting in the food becoming dislodged and my airway being reopened.
Gerard Rites saved my life and his
actions should be recognized as such
and as heroic. Not a single moment
has gone by since Gerard helped me
that I have not thought about how
lucky I was that he was there and
responded to me so quickly.
My letter is not just to inform you
but also to let you know how thankful
I am for what Gerard did to help/save
me. Gerard is a true public servant
and many of our distinguished citizens in Scotch Plains government and
the school board witnessed his heroic
act. I hope that you and the Scotch
Plains Police Department will acknowledge Gerard for his heroism
and I would be more than happy to
further share my experience at any
time with you and/or anyone else that
should know about Gerard’s lifesaving heroic act.
Dominick Giordano
Scotch Plains

Eliminate The Ordinance Prohibiting
Street-Facing Side Solar Panels
I am writing today to state my concern regarding the Westfield Board
of Adjustment denial of a citizen’s
request to install solar panels on his
own roof as detailed in the March 14
edition of The Westfield Leader. The
Westfield citizen was denied his request due to a Westfield town ordinance that prohibits solar panels from
being placed on the street-facing side
of the roof.
It is time to eliminate this ordinance. As a country, we are facing
enormous challenges due to climate
change. While the effects of climate
change are already being felt, we have
learned that we have only 11 years
left to dramatically reduce our reliance on fossil fuels if we want to
reduce the future effects of climate
change.
Westfield should look for ways to
encourage our homeowners to take
whatever steps they can to reduce our
use of fossil fuels including increasing our use of renewable energy
sources. Adding solar panels to one’s
own home is one way that a person
can take a step in reducing our reliance on fossil fuels. For many houses,
the roof that is appropriate for solar
panels faces the street. Why do we
have an ordinance that prohibits solar
panels on these homes? Other towns
near us do not have this issue. I have

seen many houses in other towns with
solar panels on the roof facing the
street. My opinion is that it shows that
the homeowner is concerned about
the environment and is trying to do
their part. Why should this be banned
in Westfield?
I call upon Mayor Shelley Brindle
and the town council to vote a waiver
for the denied applicant as soon as
possible so that the person can be
allowed to add solar panels on their
roof. Furthermore, I call upon Mayor
Shelley Brindle and the town council
to remove the town ordinance against
solar panels of street-facing roofs as
soon as possible. I would then ask
Mayor Shelley Brindle and the town
council to look into ways to encourage more homeowners in Westfield
to add solar panels to the roofs of
their homes. For example, a credit
equal to 10 percent of the cost of the
solar panels could be used as a onetime credit on the homeowner’s next
quarterly property tax bill.
It is time for Westfield to take the
lead and to look for ways to make
Westfield a leader in the fight against
climate change. We can’t rely on the
U.S. government to lead the way. We
should be leading the way ourselves!

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tol – To take away
2. Icteritious – Having yellow skin due
to jaundice
3. Casings – Cattle manure dried and
used as fuel
4. Casefy – To make or become
cheeselike
TAUPE
1. A dark, brownish gray
2. Roily; muddy; filthy
3. Tapering to a point
4. Reluctant; unwilling
TACHYDROMIAN
1. Of or like a sea slug or shell-less
snail
2. A water wheel, consisting of two
tapering shells, one within the other
3. Any of a family of wading birds
related to the plovers
4. The single-humped camel
HARBOROUGH
1. A lodging or inn
2. A loading dock
3. A city or town located adjacent to an
ocean, bay or large body of water
4. Town government building; city hall
SANNUP
1. A pleasant stroll
2. A hammock
3. A gum resin which oozes from the
Indian hemp
4. A male American Indian who is
married

Let Doctors Decide
Your Healthcare, Not
Insurance Companies
Support Bramnick Law A-4613
Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly

Letters to
the Editor
We Pray For The
Muslim Community Of
Christchurch

to 6th to 8th grade students).
Friday, April 12th – PTA Talent
Show – 7 p.m. – Lincoln School, 400
Second Avenue, $9 per ticket – A
great night of performances by Lincoln school students in kindergarten
through grade 8. All are welcome to
see the singing, dancing, magic and
more!
Email
garwoodtalentshow@gmail.com for
ticket information.
Saturday, April 13 – Baseball
Opening Day Parade and Ceremony
– 9 a.m. – Begins at Lincoln School
and concludes at the recreation complex – Come celebrate the 65th season of the Garwood Baseball League.
Hope to see you at one or more of our
events during Local Government Week!

The Scotch-Plains Fanwood
Ministerium reaches out to our Muslim siblings in this time of pain and
sorrow. We hope for the day when our
entire world will be safe, but we imagine that our houses of worship, especially at the times of holy gatherings,
are always a place of sanctuary and
security.
We pray for the peace of the members of the Muslim community of
Christchurch, New Zealand, for their
friends and family, for all those in
pain at this tragedy. We come together as a ministerium to bring together the diverse elements of our
community to foster understanding
and community.
We stand firmly against hate;
against the idea that bringing down
another is a way to lift oneself up.
Only by frank communication and a
loving reaching out can we create the
community that we imagine – here in
Fanwood and Scotch Plains, in the
United States, or across the world.
May we seek after peace; may we
foster peace; may we find peace for
ourselves and others.

Sara Todisco
Mayor of Garwood

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium

Walter Korfmacher
Westfield

Local Government Week Activities
Set For Garwood
I am thrilled to announce a variety
of activities for Garwood residents to
enjoy in celebration of Local Government Week from April 7 to 13.
Local Government Week is a new
initiative launched by the New Jersey
League of Municipalities in an effort
to further engage citizens with others
in their own community as well as
their local government. The following list of programs were organized
by the borough to ensure all our community members, from children to
senior citizens, would hopefully find
something fun for them!
Sunday, April 7 – First-ever
Touch-a-Truck – 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Second Avenue parking lot across
from Lincoln School – Come check
out what our DPW, Police, Fire, and
EMS use to protect and serve our
community! Free event, “food truck”
food for purchase.
Monday, April 8 – Kids Chess – 3
p.m. – Library, 411 Third Avenue –
Free program, no registration is required. - Students in Government
Night – 7 p.m. – Borough Hall, 403
South Avenue – Lincoln School’s Student Council will act as elected officials and borough professionals during a mock meeting with pizza and
soda served after. Free event, all are
welcome.
Tuesday, April 9 – Bingo Night –
5 to 7 p.m. – Firehouse, 415 South
Avenue – Play bingo with your neighbors and enjoy sloppy joe sandwiches,
chips, and soft drinks. Baskets donated by your Mayor and Council
will be awarded to bingo winners.
$10 per person, proceeds will go to
Liberty Hose Company 1. Call Councilwoman Blumenstock at (908) 3377726 to sign-up. - Adult Craft – 6 p.m.
– Library, 411 Third Avenue – Make
something to bring home and impress
your friends/family. Free program,
registration at library required.
Wednesday, April 10 – Kids Craft
– 3 p.m. – Library, 411 Third Avenue
– Come make a fun spring craft. Free
program for children entering 2nd
grade and up, registration at library
required. - DARE Graduation – 6:30
p.m. – The Westwood – Lincoln
School’s 5th Grade DARE graduation event to conclude the educational program conducted by the volunteer Garwood Municipal Alliance.
Congratulations, students!
Thursday, April 11th – Regular
Meeting of the Mayor and Council –
7 p.m. – Borough Hall, 403 South
Avenue – Come see your local government at work during its regular
open public meeting! Historical Essay Contest winner to be announced
at the beginning of the meeting (open

DD

Remember Recycling Benefits
Mankind On This Earth Day
In 1970, the year of the first Earth
Day, I sat in my high school auditorium, rapt by a presentation on
sustainability and how recycling was
something we could all do to save
resources. There was the promise of
recycled products lining store shelves
and the endless cycle of plastics and
paper being reused over and over again
to the benefit of all Mankind.
Almost 50 years later, with Earth
Day 2019 just around the corner,
Fanwood and municipalities across
America are struggling with a glut of
recyclables. The stuff you are throwing
into your blue bins may, or may not be
recycled any more. The cost of disposing of recyclables has tripled since
Fanwood began its curbside program
almost three years ago.
The City of Philadelphia, which
proudly was one of the first big cities to
begin curbside recycling more than 30
years ago, is now burning half its recycling. The scenario repeats itself in
other cities, as documented in a detailed report on the front page of this
past Sunday’s New York Times.
This didn’t happen overnight. Even
when Fanwood had its recycling center
up until 2016, the writing was on the
wall. It was no longer profitable, even
two years prior, because the price of
recyclables was tanking. The recycling
association came to the borough to
subsidize their operations. We stepped
in and decided that curbside would
encourage more recycling. It did. People
embraced the program and we now
collect an estimated double the
recyclables than before. But for what?
To have it ultimately incinerated the
same as our regular trash?

China has shut the door to the world’s
recycling because it’s either too much
or too dirty. Other countries won’t be
far behind. In the U.S., the recycling
process itself is labor-intensive and
expensive. Small recycling plants have
shut down.
The experts say we are bad at recycling in general. We throw all kinds of
things into those blue bins that we
shouldn’t, so batches of contaminated
recyclables simply get directed for incineration. Plastic bags are a special
nuisance, clogging the machinery that
does the sorting. They claim there are
still markets for some recyclables but
how many recycled products do you
see on store shelves?
The entire recycling model needs to
be revisited, as does the law requiring
recycling, so that these questions are
addressed: What should the end game
of recycling be now? Do we need more
realistic goals for recycling? What happened to U.S. markets for recyclables
and how can they be recovered? What
is the state-of-the-technology for incineration?
In the meantime, recycling remains
the law in the state of New Jersey. The
Fanwood Borough Council and Mayor
Colleen Mahr continue negotiating a
new curbside recycling contract for the
period beginning July 2019. We will be
working hard to keep the cost reasonable for our taxpayers. But the question
of what happens to all that plastic,
paper, glass and metal after it gets picked
up at the curb is bigger than our town
and requires the attention of the Legislature and Congress.
Tom Kranz, President
Fanwood Borough Council
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The Abortion Controversy:
A Proposed Compromise
The heated abortion debate largely
revolves around the interpretation of
the Tenth Commandment, “Thou shalt
not kill.” Is abortion the taking away
of life or merely a procedure such as
a hemorrhoidectomy? It’s not appreciated that many acts of human copulation involve the prevention or termination of life. Contraceptive methods prevent life while abortifacients
and surgical procedures terminate it.
Pregnancy begins when a single,
highly energetic sperm penetrates a
single egg in the fallopian tube forming a zygote and ends after a fully
formed baby exits the mother’s womb.
Does it make any difference if the
pregnancy is terminated at any point
along its entire path? The Catholic
Church and others hold to the elevated religious belief that abortion,
at any stage, is the taking away of a
human life. The New York Democratic Party disagrees and recently
passed a bill which legalizes abortion
up until a baby’s birth.
The gulf between the two extremes
– no abortion at all or to just before
birth – cannot be resolved verbally by
relying solely on the use of words.
For example, words cannot resolve
whether or when an embryo or fetus is
a human being. It will, therefore, take
a stark, powerful and emotional, nonverbal approach coupled with bold
political will to come to a resolution
which, paradoxically, neither side
would find totally acceptable. And
that can be done visually with a single,
nationally distributed video of a
hooded doctor performing a D&C
abortion in a just diagnosed early
pregnancy and then another in a just
ready to be born surgically aborted
nine-month old healthy baby. Regarding the former, all that the viewers
will witness is a small, amorphous
amount of tissue; no head, no arms
and no legs. Regarding the latter, viewers will witness the surgical cracking
of a living baby’s skull while still in
utero to suck out the brain in order to
more easily permit the extirpation of
the baby’s entire body from the
mother’s womb. There then follows
the surgical dismemberment of the
baby’s brainless head as well as arms
and legs, all of which are then thrown
into a trash can to be disposed of.
Yes, expectedly, there will be a
college, student–type snowflake reaction of offending sensitivities and
sensibilities to this grim, visual encounter with reality. But our culture is
rapidly questioning the value and limits of human life from the womb to the
tomb, and this movement must be
both boldly, clearly and wisely confronted by our cultural leaders.
The witnessing of this truly brutal,
inhumane video will undoubtedly result into a national outcry by both
pro–choice and pro–life advocates
Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, NJ (908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419, sdelia@ucnj.org

demanding a cultural resolution. And
what can that be?
Before the eighth week of pregnancy most rudimentary body parts
of the embryo, including a beating
heart, are formed. Given the emotional, visual impact of the video and
the outcry of public opinion, it would
be politically advantageous to propose legally limiting abortions to
somewhere less than the eight weeks.
Let’s not forget that the Democratic governor of Virginia, Ralph
Northam, had proposed that a mother
should even have the additional choice
of terminating the life of a delivered
newborn baby, or infanticide, at her
whim. More recently, Oregon Democratic Senator, Jeff Merkley, three
weeks after voting, along with his 43
Democratic Senate Colleagues, to
support late-term abortion, emotionally pleaded that America “must stop
killing kittens” after scientific research is performed on them, and
they should be treated and, “make
sure that they can be adopted by loving families instead.”
And finally, I would urge that the
New York Democratic Party members convene to not only watch the
video but also be videoed themselves
with their spouses and children in
order to judge their reactions. If the
members are too faint of heart, let’s,
instead, film a video where a veterinarian performs late-stage abortions
on puppies and kittens and also have
the members’ children bring their cats
and dogs along with them to the viewing.
Stephen DeFelice, M.D.
Westfield

Monster PSE&G Transmission Lines
Don’t Belong On Residential Streets

Chamber of Commerce Events
By Victoria Shestack Aronoff

Lunch and Learn: Social Media.
Wednesday, April 3 from moon to 2
p.m. at the GWACC office at 212
Lenox Avenue, Westfield.
The essentials of creating a social
presence for your business, including
organic posts and paid ads. Free for
GWACC members and $10 for nonmembers. Lunch will be provided.
Home Based Open House.
Wednesday, April 10, 7 to 8:30 p.m. at
the GWACC office.
This first event for our newly established Home-Based Business Committee is a great opportunity to meet
and network with other home-based
businesses in the area. You will also
learn how GWACC can help homebased businesses and how to better
access the tools, products and services
available. Though this event is free to
members and non-members, please
register and save your spot as space is
limited. Registration is available at
www.gwaccnj.com.
Other April events include two networking meetings. Don’t forget your
business cards! Breakfast Networking Meeting. Tuesday, April 9, 8 to
9:30 a.m. at Union County Educational Services Commission, Cardinal Drive, Westfield.
Meet business professionals and

business owners from the area. Coffee
and breakfast treats will be available.
Free for members, but let us know
you’re coming! The cost is $10 for
prospective members if you RSVP
online by 1:30 p.m. on April 8. There
is an additional cost at the door.
Joint Chamber After Hours Networking Meeting with the Cranford
Chamber, Tuesday, April 23, 6 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. at Wendy’s Garwood on
North Avenue.
Introduce yourself around and enjoy
some delicious burgers and chicken sandwiches along with refreshments. The
cost is $10 for members and $15 for
prospective members. Online registration is open until 2 p.m. on April 22.
Please also remember our Greece
Vacation Travel Night at Limani’s on
March 26 at 6 p.m. to learn about our
exciting trip to Greece in the October.
Finally, the Trinitas Regional Medical
Center will conduct its second Health
and Wellness Expo at Union Catholic
Regional High School in Scotch Plains
on Sunday, March 31 from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m., open to the general public, will
feature exhibits, demonstrations, food
Trucks, health screenings and giveaways. Bring the whole family as there
will be children activities as well.
Visit
our
website,
www.gwaccnj.com
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Hometowns Are Not Very Comfortable
Anymore Because Of Development

Letters to the Editor
Two weeks ago, we were shocked to
learn that PSE&G plans to turn
Westfield into a high-voltage electric
power corridor – by running an unsightly, and potentially unsafe, 69,000volt transmission line (mounted on enormous 65-foot-tall poles) right through
our town as part of a broader state-wide
plan to improve electric service.
This is a high-voltage line like the
kind you’d see along an industrial
corridor, or next to a busy highway.
Instead, PSE&G is planning to run
this one along 31 residential streets
on the south side – and right past
Kehler Stadium, Edison Intermediate School and the Memorial Park
and Pool complex.
To do so, PSE&G plans to cut
down more than 50 trees, many of
them on private property, and cut
back dozens more. It’s a crazy idea –
these monster lines aren’t just ugly
(even uglier when all the trees around
them are cut down), they also raise
health concerns.
While PSE&G cites studies that show
the risk from high-voltage lines is slim,
there are reasons why many communities require significant setbacks.
In California, these 69,000-volt
(69kV) lines must be no less than 100
feet from homes and schools. But in
Westfield, PSE&G thinks it’s okay to
put them just a few steps from our
front doors! Please note that this is a
transmission line – and thus will not
carry power to our homes, schools,
and businesses; It will just use
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Westfield as a corridor to transmit
power to/from other parts of the state.
We understand PSE&G wants to
improve its electrical grid and have
the region become better prepared
for the next storm. However, each
specific change to infrastructure must
be deemed necessary, and also outweigh the public harm. We don’t think
the answer is to erect an unsightly,
potentially unsafe, high-voltage transmission line through a residential
neighborhood, cutting down dozens
of mature trees in the process.
We are grateful to Mayor Brindle
and our elected officials who, upon
hearing the outcry from residents, got
PSE&G to temporarily halt this
project while other options are explored. A group of concerned residents has created a website,
www.nomonsterpowerlines.org,
where you can get involved and get
more information. We also ask that
people attend the March 26th Town
Hall meeting for an update and to
show support.
The streets directly impacted by
this project include: Scotch Plains
Avenue, Shackamaxon Drive,
Rahway Avenue, Grove Street, Central Avenue, and Sycamore Street.
But the potential impact is much
broader: If your kids go to Edison
School, or spend time at Kehler Stadium or Memorial Pool — If you live
anywhere near the route and are concerned about property values — Or if
you just drive, bike or walk around
these beautiful neighborhoods and
don’t want their character destroyed,
please join us in pushing back on this
ill-conceived project.
Ed Kevelson
Westfield

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe
State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

When Dorothy wanted to leave the
Emerald City, with her little dog Toto,
the wizard advised her that all she had
to do was click her heels together
three times while saying “there’s no
place like home.” She was magically
whisked back to her farm house where
she felt comfortable and secure.
Many adults want to return to the
security and familiarity of their hometowns and are surprised that they are
not very comfortable there anymore
as everything has changed. The
wooded lots of their youths are now
crammed with townhouse condo complexes bearing “Parking for Residents
only” signs and chains across driveways. What were open spaces begging to host pick-up baseball games
by the neighborhood kids now are
filled with multi-use buildings offering retail, office and on the third and
fourth floors residential units.
Former industrial sites have been
leveled and are boasted to be the
future sites of new senior and affordable housing that in some cases number in the hundreds of units. Parents
wanting to share the joys of growing
up in the burbs with their off-spring
are out of luck and honestly confused
by the disappearance of their own
history.
Founded in 1985, the Council of
Affordable Housing or COAH was
intended to direct municipalities as to
how many affordable-housing units
they needed to contribute as their
share to solve the affordable housing
shortage in NJ. Having failed in that
regard, the Supreme Court intervened
and decided the numbers should be
decided by the courts with the towns
working in tandem with builders and
hence the builders remedy was born.
Recently, a Mercer County judge directed Princeton that the municipality would have to accept 753 new
affordable units and West Windsor
1,500 for a total of 2,200 low and
moderate income units.
Since such a suit was settled, the
mayor of Princeton states that now
they are able to focus their energy and
money on planning for more housing
units as mandated. New Jersey still
faces a shortage of 154,000 affordable housing units; 190 municipalities have reached settlements with
housing advocates and avoided law
suits and 100 others have not yet
settled their numbers.
The affordable housing situation

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway and Linden.

and court decisions have created severe overdevelopment in many areas
of the state. Builders eye possible
sites to redevelop and do zero in on
those communities who are in the
process of revitalizing their downtowns. However, the vision that the
builder has often is not in line with
that of the locals.
Planning boards are hard pressed
to reach decisions to protect their
towns from overdevelopment while
sticking to the master plan as in the
case of Cranford. The property has
already changed hands and plans are
on the drawing board for 950 units,
with two swimming pools and standing five stories tall directly across the
street from rows of Cape Cods that
have been there for years. Minor zoning changes could open a Pandora’s
Box of assorted problems including
traffic issues in an adjoining town,
school room shortage, increased police and fire needs, DPW services etc.
etc. Also impacted is the character of
the neighborhood.
Is this fair to the residents already
residing there who have put their life’s
blood into maintaining their homes?
Taking the ability of deciding what
a municipality will do when planning
for the future seems to be wrong,
there has to be a better way. Builders
generally will try to cram as much as
possible onto a site. Bearing in mind
that they are in the business to make
money — who can blame them? They
are not the ones who will be living in
the town where in some cases what
were local streets have started to feel
like the canyons of NYC.
Progress is certainly desired, careful planning for the future of our
towns is warranted and solutions need
to be found so residents don’t believe
they are being betrayed by their legislators. As a mayor, I have witnessed
what has happened to a perfect redevelopment plan because of the mandates put on a small borough; too sad.
Please consider me when you vote
in November for a seat in the 22nd
Assembly Dist. Please visit my
Facebook page at “PatQ for Dist22.”
Patricia Quattrocchi
Clark

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong.

Sometimes it’s letting go.
With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work,
our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the
complex process of divorce.
Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs
Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation

Think “Superior” For:
•
•
•
•

Expert Consultation Services
Space Planning / Room Layouts
Remodeling Services
All Interior Related Products:
Furniture Floor Coverings
Lighting
Window Treatments
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

James McGlewˏII, Esq.
908.233.6800

Westﬁeld • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Goods & Services You Need
JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

ANGELO QUERQUES
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks
Steps
Culture Stone
Water Proofing
Phone: 973-672-7599
Cell: 973-222-7335

Harry's Painting &
Handy Man Services

OLIVER A

PAVING

Lawn Sprinklers

Driveways • Parking Lots
Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 60 years”

(908) 276-1062

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com

908-753-7281

Specializing in all types of
residential & commercial painting
interior and exterior

all types of roof repairs • driveway seal-coating
rotten wood repair specialist • sheet rock and ceiling repairs
gutter services • power washing
deck and fence restorations • concrete and cement work

Woodpecker Damage Repairs

Call 201-951-1810
for a free estimate

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com
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Lucille B. Finter, 88, Active Volunteer;
Enjoyed Birding, Gardening, Tennis
Lucille B. Finter, 88, of Westfield, for the rest of her life.
A lifelong member of The PresbyteN.J., passed peacefully on Saturday,
March 16, 2019. A memorial service rian Church in Westfield, N.J., she was
also a dedicated volunteer,
will be held at 11 a.m. on
logging nearly 2,000 hours
Saturday, March 23, in
of public service for ConThe Presbyterian Church
tact We Care, a psychoin Westfield chapel at 140
logical help organization.
Mountain
Avenue,
An active gardener,
Westfield, N.J.
Lucille was a longtime
Mrs. Finter was an enmember of the Garden
thusiastic birder, a lover
Club of Westfield and an
of nature, a passionate
accomplished knitter, crereader and a devoted and
ating many colorful blandeeply loved wife,
kets and garments over
mother and friend.
the years.
Born in Westfield,
Mrs. Finter also enN.J., on December 16,
joyed playing tennis and
1930, to Byron D. Stuart
Lucille B. Finter
paddle tennis at the
and his wife, Agnes
Westfield Tennis Club.
(Larson) Stuart, Lucille
Lucille is survived by sons Scott
graduated from Westfield High
School in 1948 and Wells College in Finter and his wife, Suzanne BenderAurora, N.Y., in 1952 with a Finter, and Steven Finter and his partner, P.J. Boragine.
bachelor’s degree in psychology.
Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Mrs. Finter then worked for Prudential in the actuarial department Home of Westfield. You may go to
before marrying Donald Finter in grayfuneralhomes.com for online
condolences.
1955.
In lieu of flowers, you may contribAfter getting married, Lucille
moved to Alexandria, Va., then briefly ute to Mrs. Finter’s favorite charity,
to Cheshire, Conn., before returning the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad.
March 21, 2019
to Westfield in 1961, where she lived

Historical Soc. to Hear Talk
On Art, Antique Appraisals
WESTFIELD — As part of the 11 a.m. on Friday, March 29. AttendWestfield Historical Society’s First ees are asked to advise if there are
Wednesday Luncheon series, Donna special dietary needs. The luncheon
fee is $35 for Westfield
Thompson Ray will
Historical Society memspeak on the topic of
bers and $40 for non“Appraising Fine Art
members and includes a
& Antiques” on April
three-course meal, cof3. The event will befee/tea and gratuity. The
gin with check-in at
fee should be paid in
11:45 a.m. at the Echo
advance (check payable
Lake Country Club,
to Westfield Historical
located at 515 SpringSociety) by mailing to
field
Avenue,
Westfield Historical
Westfield.
Society, P.O. Box 613,
Ms. Thompson Ray
Westfield, N.J. 07091,
is a history educator
Donna Thompson Ray
or
online
at
and fine art appraiser.
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/
A doctoral candidate
in American history at Drew Univer- registration/. Payments should be resity, her scholarly work and appraisal ceived by Friday prior to the lunpractice includes the study of Afri- cheon. Westfield Historical Society
can-American art, American art, pho- memberships also will be available at
tography and 19th-century Ameri- the luncheon.
The Westfield Historical Society
can visual culture. She is the owner
of ATFA Appraisals in Westfield and celebrated its 50th anniversary in
the immediate past president of the 2018. Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) nonAmerican Society of Appraisers’ profit organization has worked to prenorthern New Jersey chapter. Ms. serve, interpret and encourage interThompson Ray has been a visual art est in history, Westfield and its resiconsultant for more than 25 years dents through educational efforts and
and is a published author. She will community outreach programs.
For Echo Lake Country Club dress
review the role of an art appraiser in
estate planning, home insurance and code information, check out the Guest
Information at echolakecc.org/club.
charitable donations.
For more information on the
Those wishing to attend the luncheon may make a reservation by Westfield Historical Society and its
visit
email
to events,
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com, westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and like
or by calling (908) 654-1794, before the organization on Facebook.
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Helen K. Snyder, 82, Floral Designer;
Was Active In Holy Trinity Church
Helen Kerekes Snyder, 82, passed Trinity Roman Catholic Church,
away on Friday, March 15, 2019, at where she was a lector and a Euchaher home in Mountainside surrounded ristic minister. She also had led sevby her loving family. Helen resided in eral pilgrimages to Medjugorje,
Westfield for more than 30 years be- Fatima, Lourdes and the Holy Land.
fore moving to Mountainside in 2002. In 1992, Mrs. Snyder was among
The oldest of three chil1,000 pilgrims who cardren born to Lazlo and
ried the Fatima Statue of
Helen Kontra Kerekes,
the Blessed Virgin Mary
Mrs. Snyder grew up in
into several former Soviet
Rahway, where she was a
Bloc countries, culminatmember of the high school
ing with the crowning of
drama club and Latin club
the statue in Red Square,
and wrote for the school
celebrating the demise of
newspaper. In 1958, she reCommunism and the received her teaching degree
turn of Christianity to the
from New Jersey State
Eastern Bloc. Mrs. Snyder
Teachers College. While in
received a humanitarian
college, Mrs. Snyder, fluaward from the Archdioent in Hungarian, volunHelen Snyder
cese of Newark and was
teered at Camp Kilmer aidknighted Lady Helen of the
ing the Red Cross in relocating Hun- Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulgarian refugees. In 1958, she was chre of Jerusalem, a tribute to her
crowned Centennial Queen of Rahway commitment to lead an exemplary
during the town’s 100th anniversary Christian life.
celebration. Mrs. Snyder was a thirdHelen is survived by her beloved
grade teacher at Lincoln School in husband of almost 60 years, Dr.
Westfield and had been a successful Raymond Snyder, and her children,
floral designer for over 35 years.
sons Raymond Louis, Thomas John
Helen shared her passion for flow- (Kelly) and John James (Caryn) and
ers with the desire that others might daughters Amy Helen and Jennifer
discover their own personal passion Lynn. She is also survived by her
for flowers and the magic they bring cherished grandchildren, Theresa
into our lives. Her floral designs were Rose, Thomas Joseph, Melanie
cherished at the magnificent Sacred Elizabeth, Brielle Rose, Kendall Rae,
Heart Cathedral Basilica in Newark. Luke John, Ronald Henry, Emily
It was there that her displays were the Rae, Catherine Elizabeth, James
backdrop for such noteworthy events Robert and John Michael.
as Gov. Chris Christie’s Inauguration
Visitation was at Dooley Colonial
Mass, Bishops Installations, as well Funeral Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
as numerous Easter and Christmas Westfield, on Wednesday, March 20,
celebrations. Her displays could also from 4 to 8 p.m. A Funeral Mass will
be found at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in be celebrated today, Thursday, March
New York City, along with other par- 21, at 10 a.m., at Holy Trinity Roman
ishes throughout the state including Catholic Church in Westfield. EntombSt. Gabriel’s in Saddle River, St. ment will follow at Saint Gertrude
Bartholomew the Apostle in Scotch Cemetery in Colonia. In lieu of flowPlains and Holy Trinity in Westfield, ers, donations may be made in Helen’s
as well as many weddings for friends memory to the Alzheimer’s Foundaand family.
tion of America.
March 21, 2019
Helen remained active in the Holy

College Women to Learn
About Endocrine Disruptors
CRANFORD — The College
Women’s Club of Cranford will hold
its fifth meeting of the 2018-2019
year on Monday, April 8.
Guest speaker Christina Grossi
will discuss how the Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals (EDC) such as
triclosan, steroid hormones and
Bisphenol A (BPA) impact the way
organisms develop and respond to
their environments.
Ms. Grossi has a Bachelor of
Science in Biology and Human
Health from Salisbury University
as well as a Bachelor of Science in
Environmental Science from the
University of Maryland, Eastern
Shore.
BPA is an industrial chemical that
has been used to make certain plastics and resins since the 1960s. BPA
is found in polycarbonate plastics
and epoxy resins. Polycarbonate
plastics are often used in containers
that store food and beverages, such
as water bottles.

Ms. Grossi also will discuss what
EDCs are and how these synthetic
chemicals interfere with naturally
produced hormones, the body’s
chemical messengers, that control
how an organism develops and functions. Additionally, she will talk
about where these EDCs are found
and how they impact biological
pathways in aquatic ecosystems and
in human health.
The meeting will be held at the
First Presbyterian Church, located
at 11 Springfield Avenue, Cranford.
It will begin at 7 p.m. with refreshments followed by the guest speaker.
The meeting is open to the public.
All Cranford women who are
graduates of a four-year college or
university are invited to join the
club. Meetings are held on the second Monday of each month. For
more information, email the club at
CranfordCollegeClub@gmail.com
or visit its website at
collegewomensclubcranford.com.

Y Teams With Jersey Mike’s
For Ninth ‘Month of Giving’

BEAUTIFUL BUTTONS...The New Jersey State Button Society (NJSBS) has an
exhibit at the Fanwood Memorial Library throughout the month of March.
Pictured, Cynthia Bartlett, NJSBS president, assembles her entry for the May 11
show in Titusville.

N.J. State Button Society
Has Display at Library
FANWOOD — In honor of National Button Week, March 17 to
23, the New Jersey State Button
Society (NJSBS) is featuring a display of vintage buttons at the
Fanwood Memorial Library. The
display is on view through March,
and the library is located at 5 Forest
Road, Fanwood. For information,
call (908) 322-6400.
The 77-year-old state society invites those curious about garment
buttons – including stitchers, quilters,

reenactors and lovers of antiques —
to its semi-annual meetings and shows.
Available are thousands of garment
buttons, organized by the subject pictured or materials.
With the theme of “Celluloid: Pioneering Plastic,” the next NJSBS show
will be held on Saturday, May 11, from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the Union Fire Co.
building, located at 1396 River Road,
Titusville. For information, email
buttonsinnewjersey@gmail.com or
leave a message at (609) 921-2774.

Kids Rock Concert Saturday
To Aid New Eyes For Needy
GARWOOD — Kids Rock for Vision will hold its 11th Annual Concert
fundraiser this Saturday, March 23,
from 5 to 7 p.m. It will take place at
The Crossroads, located at 78 North
Avenue, Garwood.
Sponsored and produced by the
Chatham School of Rock, all proceeds
will be donated to New Eyes for the
Needy, to purchase new prescription
eyeglasses for children living in the
United States. Tickets are $20 each
and can be purchased at the door.
“It’s hard to believe that these are
local teenagers performing these

songs,” said Jean Gajano, executive
director of New Eyes. “They perform
their own compositions and wellknown hits, so it will be a great evening
of music in a fun venue.”
New Eyes, founded in 1932, purchases new prescription eyeglasses
through a voucher program for children and adults in the United States
who cannot afford them. New Eyes
also collects and redistributes donated
glasses to the needy overseas in developing countries. For more information and to donate online, visit
new-eyes.org.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA is partnering with Jersey Mike’s Subs on East Broad
Street in Westfield for the Ninth
Annual March “Month of Giving”
fund-raising campaign. The campaign culminates in the Jersey
Mike’s “Day of Giving” on Wednesday, March 27. On that day, the
Westfield Jersey Mike’s will donate 100 percent of the day’s sales
to help send a youngster in need to
camp or child care at the Westfield
Area YMCA this year.
“The Y is thankful and appreciative of Jersey Mike’s continued generosity,” stated Bonnie Cohen,
Westfield Area YMCA director of
communications and development.
“Last year’s nationwide Month of
Giving initiative raised more than $6
million for charities, making a big

difference in their local communities,
and this year, we hope to raise even
more,” said Peter Cancro, Jersey
Mike’s founder and chief executive
officer, who started the company when
he was only 17.
“From the early days, it’s just kind
of what we’ve always done — give to
give, as they say. This March, I invite
you to visit Jersey Mike’s to help
support an important cause in your
neighborhood,” he added.
Thanks to the Y’s financial assistance program, no one experiencing a
bona fide financial hardship who lives
or works in Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside or Westfield is turned
away for inability to pay. The majority of awards enable participation in
the Y’s early-learning, school-age and
summer day camp programs. For more
information, visit westfieldynj.org.

Author to Discuss Pioneers
Of School Desegregation
SCOTCH PLAINS — The community is invited to the Scotch Plains
Public Library on Saturday, March
30, at 2 p.m., for a discussion with
Rutgers Professor Rachel Devlin,
author of “A Girl Stands at the Door:
The Generation of Young Women
who Desegregated America’s
Schools.”
Professor Devlin’s groundbreaking research has uncovered
the central role played by many
courageous young women and girls.
She brings their stories and their
role in civil rights history to life in
her book. No registration is necessary for this program.
For more information, go to
scotlib.org,
email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch

Plains Public Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue, one block from
Park Avenue in the center of the
township.
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Elizabeth ‘Miriam’ DiPeppe, 87,
Was Beloved Wife and Mother
Elizabeth “Miriam” (Herrlinger) DiPeppe of Roselle Park, N.J. She is
DiPeppe, 87, of Hackettstown, N.J., also survived by two loving grandpassed away peacefully on Wednes- children, Karen Hansch of Bethesda,
day, March 13, 2019, at Heath Vil- Md., and Gregory Hansch of Austin,
lage Healthcare Center
Tex., and a sister-in-law,
with her family beside
Camille Angeli. Miriam is
her. Miriam was the bepredeceased by her sisters,
loved wife of 42 years of
Margaret Herrlinger and
Roger DiPeppe, who
Dorothy Holt, and a stepsurvives her.
son, Christopher DiPeppe
Miriam DiPeppe was
Wolf.
born on January 19,
A Celebration of
1932 in Mount Lebanon,
Miriam’s life will be held at
Pa. Miriam was a graduthe Heath Village Auditoate of Rutgers Douglass
rium, 430 Schooleys MounCollege and taught third
tain Road, Hackettstown,
and fourth grades for 25
N.J., on Saturday, April 13,
Elizabeth DiPeppe
years in the Scotch
at 11 a.m. Gifts in Miriam’s
Plains-Fanwood school
memory can be made to the
system, retiring in 1988. Miriam had Lung Cancer Research Foundation at
a special love of hiking and the great 155 East 55th Street, Suite 6H, New
outdoors, completing both the Ap- York, N.Y. 10022.
palachian and Pacific Crest trails
Funeral arrangements have been
with Roger.
entrusted to Cochran Funeral Home,
Miriam is survived by her son, 905 High Street, Hackettstown, N.J.
Edward Hansch, and his wife, Debra, 07840.
of Bridgewater, N.J., and daughter,
For those wishing to leave online
Marylou Hansch of Jacksonville, condolences,
please
visit
Fla., from her first husband, Edward www.cochranfuneral.com.
March 21, 2019
Hansch, and a stepdaughter, Lisa

Westfield Rotary Inducts
New Member Heidi Obiajulu
WESTFIELD — The Rotary Club
of Westfield inducted new member
Heidi Obiajulu on March 12.
Ms. Obiajulu is an attorney and a
20-year resident of Westfield. She
is a graduate of Cornell University
with a Bachelor of Arts in Economics, and also of Cornell Law School.
Ms. Obiajulu works as a New York
State No Fault Arbitrator adjudicating no-fault cases. She has been
married for 32 years and has four
children, two of whom won Rotary
scholarships. Two of her children
are attorneys, one is a software engineer, and the fourth is in high
school.
Ms. Obiajulu is grateful to be a
member of the Rotary Club because
of the charitable endeavors it conducts for the community. She feels
blessed to be part of the group and
looks forward to contributing to the
club. She believes that her association with the group will help her
live out her Christian faith.
The Rotary Club of Westfield is
actively involved in the “Backpack
Program.” Children who are enrolled in the Federal School Lunch
program are only fed on school days.
The Rotary Club collects food to

ROTARY WELCOME...Rotarians welcome Heidi Obiajulu as a new member
of the Rotary Club of Westfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Past District
Governor Dr. D. Michael Hart, President-elect Liz Ensslin, Ms. Obiajulu,
President Clark Lagemann, President Nominee Joe Mindak and Foundation
President Phil Salerno.

Sharon Steele Receives
Real Estate Agent of the Month Award
WESTFIELD — Coldwell Banker at 600 North Avenue West, Westfield,
Residential Brokerage in New Jersey N.J. Listings can be viewed online at
and Rockland County, N.Y., is pleased ColdwellBankerHomes.com.
to announce that
About Coldwell Banker
Cranford resident Sharon
Residential Brokerage
Steele has earned the Real
Coldwell Banker ResiEstate Agent of the Month
dential Brokerage in New
Award at the Westfield
Jersey and Rockland
West office after achievCounty, N.Y., a leading
ing the highest number of
residential real estate brolistings/sales for the
kerage company, operates
month of February.
approximately 50 offices
“I am very happy to
with approximately 3,700
congratulate Sharon on
affiliated agents. Coldwell
this well-earned recogniBanker Residential Brotion,” said George Kraus,
kerage is part of NRT LLC,
branch vice president of
the nation’s largest resithe Westfield West office.
dential real estate brokerSharon Steele
“Sharon works tirelessly
age company. For more
for her clients and is dediinformation,
visit
cated to attaining maximum results.” ColdwellBankerHomes.com.
Ms. Steele has earned many
Paid Bulletin Board
awards for her sales success, ingoleader.com/form/bulletin
cluding the Circle of Excellence
Platinum Award, 2018.
Free Tax Preparation
For more information about buying
Available at SAGE
or selling a home, contact Sharon Steele
at (908) 447-3579 (cell) or (908) 233SUMMIT — Free tax counseling
0065 (office). The Coldwell Banker and preparation for middle- and lowResidential Brokerage office is located income taxpayers, with special attention to those 60 and older, is available at SAGE Eldercare on Thursdays now through April 11, from 9
a.m. to noon. Remaining dates include March 28, April 4 and 11.
SAGE, located at 290 Broad
Street, Summit, is hosting IRStrained volunteer tax preparers from
the AARP Foundation Tax-Aide
Program. For information and to
schedule an appointment, call (908)
goleader.com/subscribe
598-5509 (no walk-ins).

Thank You For
Continuing to
Support Local
Journalism!

Rachel Devlin

feed these youngsters when they are
not in school on the weekends and
during school breaks and summer
vacations. One of every five children in the New York metropolitan
area is “food insecure,” according
to the Rotary Club.
The club also provides close to
$100,000 in scholarships and
$23,000 in Community Grants every year. Last year, club members
planted 25 trees on Dudley Court,
and plan to plant more trees at
Jefferson Elementary School soon.
Club members additionally collect
used bicycles to send to third-world
countries. The club is known for its
signature Rotary Pancake Day, now
called Breakfast with the Bands,
which has been running every Spring
for 53 years. The club also stages a
Small Plates Party and Fashion
Show at Lord & Taylor in the Fall,
an art auction and raffles to support
its charitable giving.
The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets the first three Tuesdays of the
month, at 12:15 p.m., for lunch at
the Westfield Area Y. Guests are
always welcome. For more information, contact Secretary Michael
Hart at drmhart@yahoo.com.
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The Arc of Union County
Slates 5K Run/1-Mile Walk
AREA — The Arc of Union County
will host its annual Step Up For The
Arc 5K Run/1-Mile Walk on Saturday,
May 11, at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.
To register to run or walk, create a
team, volunteer or sponsor the event,
visit arcunion.org/run-2019/.
In addition to the 5K Run and 1Mile Walk, participants will have
an opportunity to enjoy fresh air,
free food, live music, fun family
activities and photo opps with the
Somerset Patriots’ own Sparkee, as
well as show their support for The
Arc of Union County. The Arc supports children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families.
Sponsors include Meeker, Sharkey
& Hurley Insurance, Columbia Bank
Foundation, Document Solutions,
Orangetheory Fitness New Provi-

Hist. Soc. to Revisit
World War II Era
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Historical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will host a program on
World War II and its effect on American society during its monthly meeting on Tuesday, March 26.
History buff Ryan Theis, whose
grandparents’ generation would have
experienced World War II, will give a
general overview of the war and its
impact on the American population.
He has collected the thoughts of
townspeople who survived it, having
gleaned a lot of information from
personal interviews.
Ryan has resided all of his life in
Scotch Plains and currently attends
Oratory Prep School in Summit. He
has been a member of the Historical
Society since 2017.
This program will begin at 7:30
p.m. at the Shady Rest Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at 820 Jerusalem Road and the corner of Plainfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains. It is free
and open to all. Members are invited
to bring family and friends. Fellowship and refreshments will follow
the program.

Fanwood Schedules
Youth Rec. Programs
FANWOOD
—
Fanwood
Recreation’s spring lineup of afterschool programs offer a mix of the
old and the new. Coming back are
such favorites as LEGO Club,
Babysitting Certification Class, Junior First Responder Class, Preschool
Drawing and Elementary Drawing
offered by Young Rembrandts, Golf,
Tennis, and new this year, English
Essay Writing, SAT Prep and K
through Second Grade Reading.
For the youngest athletes, USA
Sport Group is offering Soccer
Squirts, Parent & Me Sports Squirts,
and Squirts Multi Sports.
Additionally, for Spring Break
Week, April 15 to 19, Fanwood Recreation will present a new program
in partnership with Young
Rembrandts: Favorite Apps & Video
Games Art Camp.
Most of these programs will begin
the week of Monday, April 1. For more
information about these programs, including detailed descriptions, dates,
times, prices and age group, go to
fanwoodrecreation.org, where participants also can register and pay online.

dence, CKO Kickboxing Springfield,
Smilow
Family
Dentistry,
Gamechanger Strength & Performance, Precious Pearls Pediatric Dentistry, Wakefern, LaYogurt,
Applebee’s of Clark, Somerset Patriots, Making Memories Photography
65 and The Grand Lodge of New
Jersey Free and Accepted Masons.
T-shirts are guaranteed to all preregistrants who register by Monday, April 15. The course is USATFcertified and offers 500 USATF-NJ
Grand Prix Points. There will be
volunteers along the course to provide water, offer support and cheer
on all of the participants.
5K Medals will be awarded to first,
second and third overall male and
female (with additional prizes), and
first male and female in each age group
14 and under, 15 to 19, 20 to 24, 25 to
29, 30 to 34, 35 to 39, 40 to 44, 45 to
49, 50 to 54, 55 to 59, 60 to 64, 65 to
69, 70 to 74, and 75 and over.
Registration is free for children
age 5 and under, $15 for students
and $30 for adults ($27 for USATF
members). Prices will increase after April 15.
Headquartered in Springfield, The
Arc of Union County is a non-profit,
501c(3) organization serving more
than 1,000 families throughout Union
County. To learn more, call (973) 3150000 or visit arcunion.org.

Prayer to St. Jude
Holy Apostle and Martyr, great
in virtue, rich in miracles, near
kinsman of Jesus Christ and faithful intercessor of all who invoke
your special patronage in time of
need, to you I have recourse from
the depths of my heart and humbly
ask you, to whom God has given
such great power, to help me in my
present and urgent petition. In return I promise to make your name
known and cause you to be invoked. Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys and three Glory
Be’s for nine consecutive days.
This prayer has never been known
to fail. Publication must be promised. St. Jude, Patron Saint of the
Impossible, pray for us. Amen.
J.J.

Fanwood Rec. Posts
Senior Offerings
FANWOOD — Fanwood Recreation has announced its spring program schedule for senior citizens. Programs begin the week of Monday,
April 1, and run weekly through the
week of June 17. Classes include Aerobics, Yoga, Zumba, Water Exercise
and Tai Chi.
All classes will be held in the recreation building at Forest Road Park
with the exception of Water Exercise,
which will be held at the Jewish Community Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey Wilf Jewish Community Campus indoor pool in Scotch Plains. The
fee is $15 per program for Fanwood
and Scotch Plains residents and $30
for all others.
To register online and pay by credit
card, go to fanwoodrecreation.org.
Those who prefer to pick up a registration form and pay by check may go
to Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue.

PIZZA PARTY...Families taste and vote at last year’s sold-out Westfield Area
YMCA Pizza Palooza. This year’s event will take place on Sunday, March 24,
from noon to 1:30 p.m., at the Main Y Facility, located at 220 Clark Street,
Westfield.

Westfield Area Y to Host
Pizza Palooza on Sunday
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA will host its Fourth
Annual Pizza Palooza this Sunday,
March 24, from noon to 1:30 p.m.
It will take place in the gym at the
Main Y Facility, located at 220
Clark Street, Westfield.
Attendees are invited to taste their
way through offerings by participating Westfield and Garwood pizzerias
and pick their favorite to win. Everyone age 4 and up will have a vote. As
of March 7, participating pizzerias
include: Buona, Casa di Pizza,
Ferraro’s, Gennaro’s, Outta Hand
Pizza and Mama’s. Participants will
taste and vote from noon to 1 p.m.
First-, second- and third-place winners will be announced at 1:15 p.m.
New this year will be a 50/50 raffle.
A $12 contribution for adults and
children ages 4 and above benefits

the Y’s Annual Support Campaign,
which ensures that no one who is
experiencing a bona fide financial
hardship and lives or works in
Westfield, Cranford, Garwood or
Mountainside is turned away for
inability to pay for Y programs or
memberships.
The majority of awards enable
participation in the Y’s early-learning, school-age and summer day
camp programs.
Children ages 3 and under may attend Pizza Palooza for free. Online
registration is available at
westfieldynj.org or participants can
call or register in person. Advance
registration is strongly recommended
as this event sold out last year. For
more information, contact Sharon
London at (908) 301-9622, extension
no. 253, or slondon@westfieldynj.org.
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Garwood Hist. Committee
Seeks ‘Sweet’ Recipes

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty

PACKING FOR CHILDREN...Children from The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
(PCW) recently collected backpacks and items from church members for a special
project. The fourth and fifth graders stuffed backpacks with hygiene products,
books and new clothing for children who have been identified by the group Children
in Need as kids who are in a time of transition. Christine Treger, leader of Faith
Formation at PCW, had the Sunday school children empathize with people their
own age who are in a new home situation. Paired with a volunteer teenager, each
child selected items to fill a backpack with age-appropriate gifts for a boy or girl.

F-SP Thrift Shop Featuring
Merchandise For Spring
SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1741
East 2nd Street, Scotch Plains, is welcoming spring with clothing,
housewares and accessories for
milder, sunnier days. The thrift shop
windows are dressed in the colors and
styles of the season. Inside the shop,
visitors can look through the collection of new items with original price
tags. Other items are gently used.
Beginning with Easter Sunday,
April 21, spring is a season of celebrations and gift giving. Among
the special occasions are Mother’s
Day on May 12 and Father’s Day on
June 17. The thrift shop has men’s,
women’s and children’s clothing for
proms, weddings, communions,
confirmations and graduations.
Mother-of-the-bride and wedding
gowns are available as well. Shoes
and accessories also are in stock.
For gift giving, the thrift shop features collectibles and jewelry. Currently available are pieces by Royal
Crown, Royal Doulton, Schumann,
Arzberg and Nuova Capodinonte. A
special butterfly jewelry collection
is available. All items are researched
on Amazon and well below Amazon
pricing. Dealers are welcome. Casual and formal linens and full service tableware also are among the
store’s merchandise.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League is an all-volunteer, nonprofit organization that has served the
local communities since 1974. Since
its founding, the League has donated
more than $1.3 million for local causes.
Anyone interested in learning more
about the League or membership is
invited to call (908) 322-5420, visit
the
League’s
website
at

scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com or
speak to any of the volunteers at the
thrift shop. Interested persons also are
encouraged to check out the
organization’s Facebook page,
“Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League,” and give the League a “Like.”
Shop hours are Tuesday through
Friday, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Volunteers will gladly accept new and gently-used donations during business
hours and will provide tax receipts.
Tax receipts can be used for saleable
items.
Parking is available on the street
and in the rear of the building. Visitors may enter the parking lot via
Willow Avenue.

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library are offering the Gerard Paradiso Scholarship to a Cranford resident who currently is pursuing or intends to pursue
a graduate degree in library information science or media specialist.
Named in honor of former Friends
of the Library President Gerard
Paradiso, the scholarship is worth
$1,000. The award is not based on
need. The candidate must furnish
proof of acceptance to an accredited
university, a letter of reference and an
essay. Applications are now available
at the Cranford Public Library reference desk. The library is located at
224 Walnut Avenue.
Completed applications should be
mailed to The Friends of the Cranford
Public Library, P.O. Box 400,
Cranford, N.J. 07016. The deadline
to apply is Wednesday, May 1, 2019.

and continue to provide structure
and resources for healthy community initiatives. The committee
works together to increase opportunities for Garwood residents to
participate in many activities, with
a long-term goal of creating better
health which in turn will reduce
personal health-care costs.
Mayor Todisco has appointed
former Mayor Charles Lombardo as
the Mayors Wellness Campaign liaison. Mr. Lombardo recently formed
the committee that currently is composed of six members. The committee consists of three Garwood citizens, a professional personal trainer,
a registered dietitian and an officer
from the local Chamber of Commerce. Interested residents are advised to contact the Garwood Mayors Wellness Campaign via email at
MWC@garwood.org.

Nominations Are Sought For
Hist. Preservation Awards
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
is seeking nominations for the
Harry Devlin Commendation
Awards program honoring outstanding efforts in the restoration,
expansion, alteration and maintenance of older properties. Any recent project visible to the public
that exhibits established historic
preservation standards is eligible.
Residential, commercial, professional and institutional buildings
may be considered for the program.
Categories for nomination include:
Addition or alteration sensitive
to original architecture.
Restoration or repair of original
or existing improvement.
Period-appropriate painting or
residing.
Adaptive reuse of a property in a
manner sensitive to the original
architecture and/or neighborhood.
Persons, actions or events that
promote preservation also may be
considered.
The deadline for entries is Monday, April 15. Homeowners, neigh-

o Carol Lombardo, 275 Fourth Avenue, Garwood, N.J. 07027. There
also will be a drop-off box located
in the Garwood Public Library.
Contributors also are invited to include a few sentences about the recipe
— whose it is, why it is a favorite, and
how long it has been in their family.
Individuals can even submit a picture
of themselves or their relative who
gave them the recipe. The committee
will make every attempt to include
this extra information in the recipe
book, depending on the amount of
recipes received. When submitting
recipes, individuals are asked to include their name, phone number and/
or email address in case the committee needs clarification on a submission. The committee can be reached
at garwoodhistory@garwood.org.

Rosary Society Plans
Atlantic City Trip
GARWOOD — The Rosary Society of the Church of St. Anne is planning a fund-raising trip to Resorts
Casino in Atlantic City on Sunday,
April 28. The bus will leave promptly
at 11:30 a.m. from in front of the
Church of St. Anne, located at 325
2nd Avenue, Garwood. The cost of
the trip is $35 per person. To reserve
a seat, call Jenny at (908) 789-0778.

Library Friends Offer
Paradiso Scholarship

Mayors Wellness Campaign
3K Walk Is Sat. in Garwood
GARWOOD — The Garwood
Mayors Wellness Campaign’s 3K
Walk with Mayor Sara Todisco will
take place this Saturday, March
23, starting at 10 a.m., in Unami
Park.
This first 3K walk of 2019 featuring the current mayor is the inaugural step in a recently-formed
committee’s plan to establish a
long-time tradition in Garwood.
Walkers of all ages are welcome to
participate in this family-friendly
walk, and parents with strollers are
encouraged to join in.
The walk will begin at the East
Street entrance of Unami Park. For
safety purposes the 3K walk will
be contained in the park, on a predetermined path.
Through public-private partnerships, the Garwood Mayors
Wellness Campaign will establish

GARWOOD — In 2003,
Garwood’s Centennial Committee
published a cookbook filled with
recipes from its residents — including everything from soups to nuts
— which proved to be a big success. This time around, on a smaller
scale, the Garwood Historical Committee is looking for the borough’s
“sweet heart.”
The committee is asking residents
to bring out their favorite sweet
recipes, from pies to cakes, brownies to ambrosia, and everything in
between. The aim is to collect as
many dessert recipes as possible so
the committee can create a wideranging compilation.
This endeavor is one of the Historical Committee’s fund-raising projects,
so that it can maintain funds to preserve and protect its collection of
Garwood’s memorabilia and artifacts.
The goal of the committee is to collect
the recipes from now until November,
in order to have the recipe book ready
in time for Valentine’s Day 2020.
Any Garwood resident, or business located in Garwood, interested
in submitting a recipe or two of
their favorite goodies is asked to
send them electronically to
garwoodhistory@garwood.org, or
they can be mailed directly to the
Garwood Historical Committee, c/

WINNING SMILE...The Greater Westfield Area Chapter of UNICO National
will hold a Flapjack Breakfast on Saturday, April 6, from 8 to 10 a.m., at
Applebee’s in Clark to benefit Will DeGregorio. The Cranford fourth grader was
diagnosed last year with osteosarcoma.

Flapjack Breakfast to Aid
Youngster With Cancer
WESTFIELD AREA — The
Greater Westfield Chapter of
UNICO National will hold a Flapjack Breakfast fundraiser for Will
DeGregorio on Saturday, April 6,
from 8 to 10 a.m. It will take place
at Applebee’s, located at 1255
Raritan Road, Clark.
Will is a fourth grader at Brookside
Place School in Cranford and the son
of Kara Shields, a special-education
teacher at Westfield High School, and
Vincent DeGregorio. In 2012, 3-yearold Will was diagnosed with adrenal
cancer and survived, only to learn in
2018 of a new tumor on his pelvis
called osteosarcoma.

Will is an avid sports enthusiast.
He likes to play basketball and baseball. His favorite teams are the New
York Yankees, Giants and Rangers.
The ticket price is $10, which includes pancakes, sausage, scrambled
eggs and a beverage (coffee, orange
juice, soda or tea).
Interested persons are encouraged
to place their order early because
there is a limited number of tickets
available. For more information, to
order tickets or make a donation,
call Richard Esposito at (908) 5780746 or Sandra Giordano at (908)
403-8639 or send an email to
sgiordano22@comcast.net.

‘Birth of Rock and Roll’ on Tap
SCOTCH PLAINS — Paul Groom
will trace the evolution of popular
music in the post-war United States
through the lens of socio-economic
development and technology in a program entitled “The Birth of Rock &
Roll” on Thursday, April 4, at 7 p.m.,
at the Scotch Plains Public Library.
Early proponents, entrepreneurs
and songwriters will be highlighted
and some of the nation’s favorite performers, including Bill Haley, Elvis
Presley, Carl Perkins, Pat Boone and
others, will be shared.
Mr. Groom also will discuss the
difference between the rock and roll

experience in the United States and
the United Kingdom, exploring such
questions as whether the Beatles were
a success in the United Kingdom and
in the United States for the same
reasons, and who followed the Beatles
in the British Invasion. Registration
is required.
For more information or to register, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

bors, architects and builders may submit nominations. Criteria and a nomination form can be found at
westfieldnj.gov/historicpreservation.
To enter, send a completed form
with a photo to hpc@westfieldnj.gov
or deliver to HPC, c/o Town
Administrator’s Office, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, N.J. Certificates of Commendation will be
presented to the owners of the selected properties at an awards presentation in June.
Created to encourage the use of
established historic preservation
standards when enhancing or expanding local properties, the Devlin
Commendation program is named
for Harry Devlin, a prominent local artist, author and architectural
historian. For additional information on the awards program or seeking historic designation of a property, contact hpc@westfieldnj.gov.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

DEVLIN AWARD HONOREE...The Victorian home at 641 Elm Street was
honored for outstanding restoration and sensitive addition in last year’s Harry
Devlin Commendation Awards. Presently, the Westfield Historic Preservation
Commission is seeking nominees for consideration for the 2019 awards. Entries
are due by Monday, April 15.
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PORTER, OSLISLO, JOHNSON, RYAN NAMED CAPTAINS

SPF Raider Boys Are Loaded
With Lacrosse Depth & Talent
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys lacrosse team returns for
2019 on the heels of a very strong
2018 performance. Last year, the
Raiders (12-7) advanced to the semifinal round of the NJSIAA North Jersey, Group III Tournament. Along the
way, they pulled off a stunning win
over Warren Hills, the second seed in
the bracket, in what was clearly one of
the program’s biggest victories in recent years. The season ended with a
15-9 loss at Mount Olive.
Perhaps even more impressive than
the Raiders’ effort in the state tournament was their deep dive into the
Union County Tournament. With powerhouse teams like Summit and
Westfield as reigning champs and

solid teams like New Providence to
contend with, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
advanced all the way to the semifinal
round. Once there, the Raiders lost
15-11 to Westfield.
“Our success last year was based
around great team chemistry and camaraderie,” said Raider Head Coach
Nick Miceli. “The boys had a lot of fun
day in and day out, while also pushing
each other to work hard each day.”
The Raiders lose five seniors from
last season’s squad. Three of them
were starters including Harrison
Parada at defense, Tom Bruckman in
goal and Jack Brady at attack. Brady
is now playing at Wagner.
Still the Raiders return a very deep
and veteran roster that features 25
players with varsity experience including 16 seniors. The projected at-

tack looks like it will be comprised of
seniors Noah Costanzo (55 goals, 4
assists) and Tommy Larmore and junior Aidan Guma (30 goals, 25 assists,
39 ground balls).
Costanzo and Guma earned AllConference Honors for their performances in 2018. With 81 career goals,
Costanzo has a chance to finish as the
All-Time goal scorer in school history.
The midfield positions are equally
experienced and loaded with talent.
Seniors Anthony Porter, Tommy
Nakonechny (12 goals, 3 assists, 26
ground balls), Alex Oslislo and Matt
Monroy (6 goals, 2 assists, 15 ground
balls) head up the group with juniors
CJ Bunin and Kyle Rigney, sophomore Alex Werkheiser and freshmen
Matt Power and Chase Alber also in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin (Westfield/SPF match) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UCT CHAMP, TOP-12 IN STATE AT AC...Blue Devil senior Tim Miller, standing, won the Roselle Park Tournament (195lbs), the Union County Tournament crown at 182-lbs and placed in the top-12 in the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City.

COMPOSTO 3RD AT AC; MILLER, HOERLE, LODER 1ST UCT

Blue Devil Matmen Captured
District Crown; 2nd in Section
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lofty goals were set and this year’s
Westfield High School wrestling team
came close to achieving all of them.
The Blue Devils began on the right
track by overwhelmingly winning the
Roselle Park Tournament (RPT) and
claiming six individual champions.

However the Blue Devils were favored to grab top honors for the Union
County Tournament (UCT) title and
were stunned by the Cranford Cougars, who won it for the fifth year in a
row, although they placed second and
had three individual champions with
junior Luke Hoerle and seniors Tim
Miller and Brendan Loder. The Blue

Devils did get even with their UC
opponents by overwhelming all of
them in dual meets.
Receiving the second seed for the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 Tournament, the Blue Devils crushed
Elizabeth, 62-9, then came up with
several outstanding performances to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Charm of the Past with Best of the New
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EAGER FOR A GREAT SEASON...The Raider boys lacrosse team, in white, battles with the Caldwell Chiefs during a
scrimmage game in Scotch Plains on March 14. The Raiders anticipate a fine season.

WILLIAMSON LED SCORING; PRINGLE RBS, BLOCKS

Lady Cougar Cagers Battled
Inconsistencies; Finished 11-14
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Inconsistencies throughout the season placed this season’s Cranford High
School girls basketball team on a
bumpy road that led to an 11-14 record.
In many games this season, the Lady
Cougars would have spurts of brilliance where the assists would set up
shots that would hit the mark only to
follow with a quarter where offensive
production would be as dry as the
Mohave Desert.
The Lady Cougars originally
worked with five seniors, Lauren
Williamson, Olivia Speer, KC Pringle,
Meghan Santarelli and Elli Rokicki;

two juniors, Gianna Toretta and Chloe
Carracino; and three sophomores, Liz
McCaffery, Kirsten Williams and
Natalia Kruk. As the season progressed, sophomores Sophia
Montague and Liv Merriman and
freshman Katy Wheatly were added
to the varsity.
“This year the girls worked really
hard and never gave up, even when
things weren’t going the way we had
hoped,” Cougar Head Coach Jackie
Dyer expressed.
Inconsistencies were not always the
case early in the season. In their season opener on December 14, the Cougars had their defense on key and

easily defeated the Scotch PlainsFanwood Raiders, 45-25. Williamson
was consistent with a 16-point, two 3pointer, showing, which included
seven steals. Speer had eight rebounds
and Pringle grabbed seven rebounds
to go with her nine points.
Four days later, the Cougars silenced the AL Johnson Crusaders,
53-43, and Santarelli had a big evening
with 16 points, including two 3-pointers. Toretta scored 13 points, including trip 3-pointers, and added three
assists. Williamson had 14 points and
five steals, and Pringle pulled eight
rebounds.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

242 Kimball Avenue, Westfield
Live the dream on one of Westfield’s most esteemed streets! Iconic Queen Anne Victorian—
masterfully and meticulously restored and updated to perfection! No expense spared. Rich
architectural and period details, high ceilings, stained glass and diamond pane windows,
pocket doors. One will fall in love with large open layout kitchen and family room 2016
addition! The gourmet high-end kitchen offers every imaginable amenity. The family room
is warm and inviting with gas-lit fireplace, eating area and access to fabulous hexagonal
porch overlooking the nearly 1/2 acres of manicured grounds. Banquet sized dining room
(31x17). Master suite boasts closet room and luxurious bath. State-of-the-art utilities.
Truly a turnkey masterpiece! Just blocks to town, train and bus! $1,399,900
For additional information or a private
tour, please call:

Carol Tener
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1984-2017
Direct: (908) 233-2243
Cell: (908) 400-3670
Carol.Tener@cbmoves.com

Westﬁeld-West ȣ 600 North Avenue West, Westﬁeld ȣ 908-233-0065
David B. Corbin (Brearley game in February) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGARS’ LEADING SCORER...Senior Lauren Williamson, No. 10, led the Cougars in scoring with 272 points, which
included 21 3-pointers. Williamson was also their “Chief Thief” with 37 steals.

$OOLQIRUPDWLRQGHHPHGUHOLDEOHEXWQRWJXDUDQWHHG6XEMHFWWRHUURUVDQGRPLVVLRQV
9&ROGZHOO%DQNHU5HDO(VWDWH//&&ROGZHOO%DQNHULVDUHJLVWHUHGWUDGHPDUNOLFHQVHGWR&ROGZHOO%DQNHU5HDO(VWDWH//&$Q(TXDO2SSRUWXQLW\&RPSDQ\(TXDO+RXVLQJ2SSRU
WXQLW\2ZQHGDQG2SHUDWHGE\157//&,I\RXUSURSHUW\LVOLVWHGZLWKDUHDOHVWDWHEURNHUSOHDVHGLVUHJDUG,WLVQRWRXULQWHQWLRQWRVROLFLWWKHRIIHULQJVRIRWKHUUHDOHVWDWHEURNHUV

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."
FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM
CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Page 10

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, March 21, 2019

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Lady Cougar Cagers Battled Inconsistencies
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

After a 59-25, rout of Roselle, the
Lady Cougars wobbled a bit in a 5143 setback to Hillsborough on December 27. But Pringle had a 12rebound day with three steals and
Williamson netted 11 points. They
did not wobble two days later with a
47-39 triumph over Wayne Hills when
Williamson netted 19 points, including a pair of 3-pointers, and added
four steals. Toretta had six assists and
Speer scored 10 points.
In early January, the inconsistencies began to show even though the
Cougars beat Union Catholic, 49-35.
Trailing 17-15 at the half, the Cougars blew the Vikings right out of
their longboats with a 21-7 third-quarter run. Speer sank 15 points, including two 3-pointers and seven free
throws. Williamson put up 16 points
and Rokicki had three steals. Next,
the Cougars trailed Watchung Hills,
29-23, at the half but turned fortune in
their direction for a 54-47 victory.
Williamson scored 25 points, includ-

scored 10 points, including a pair of
3-pointers.
After falling to Roselle Catholic in
the UCT quarterfinals, the Cougars
defeated Snyder, 48-37, in the first
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 Tournament. McCaffery sank
14 points, including two threes,
Toretta had 11 points (trip 3-pointers)
and six assists. Pringle had eight rebounds. Their season ended when they
lost to the Chatham Cougars, who
would go on to win the section crown.
Williamson led the team in scoring
with 272 points (21 3-pointers, 49
free throws) and in steals with 37. She
added 39 rebounds, 15 assists and
five blocked shots.
“Lauren Williamson was this year’s
only remaining member of our 2016
UCT Championship Team. She will
forever be remembered being the youngest player on court to score five big time
3-pointers,” Coach Dyer expressed.
Speer tied Toretta with the second
most points, sinking 182, while hit-

ethic and wants nothing more than to
lead the team to success. I am excited
and looking forward to her stepping
up as one of our key leaders next
season,” Coach Dyer said.
Pringle led the team with 110 rebounds and 27 blocks, while contributing 71 points, 17 assists and 17
steals. McCaffery finished with 85
points (17 3-pointers) and added 20
rebounds, 10 assists, eight steals and
two blocks. Santarelli had 75 points
(9 3-pointers), 39 rebounds, eight assists, nine steals and a block. Williams finished with 70 points, 46 rebounds, eight steals, four rebounds
and two blocks.
Rokicki had 40 points, 17 rebounds,
seven steals, six assists and three
blocks. Wheatly had 44 points, 20
rebounds, six blocks, three steals and
two rebounds. Kruk finished with 20
points, 11 rebounds, four assists, two
steals and a block. Carracino had nine
points, four rebounds and a steal.
“This years senior class did what

David B. Corbin (Cranford match) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IMPRESSIVE STYLE WITH TAKEDOWNS...Blue Devil senior Brendan Loder, top, always had an impressive double-leg
takedown. Loder also placed first in the Roselle Park Tournament at 220-lbs, first in the Union County Tournament at 195lbs, second in the District 14 Tournament and fifth in the Region 4 Tournament to finish with a 34-7 record.

Blue Devil Matmen Captured District Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

defeat third-seeded Piscataway, 3821, in the semifinals. Next was a trip
to Warren to face the top-seeded
Watchung Hills Warriors and the Blue
Devils came up short, 36-25.
The District 14 Tournament was
next and the Blue Devils rumbled
away with the team title and claimed
five champions in freshman Luke
Jacobs, junior Quinn Gimblette,
Hoerle, junior CJ Composto and senior Jordan Simpson to go with five
second placements and a third placement. At the Region 4 Tournament,
Hoerle and Composto stood at the top
of the podium, while Miller took second and Gimblette placed fourth to
earn their tickets to the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City (AC).
“This year’s team set high goals
and did everything it could to reach
them. They were a pleasure to be
around every day and every kid on the
roster put the team before himself.
While we came up a little short in our
sectional final, we dominated the
Union County Conference and won
the district tournament. They were
led by an outstanding senior class,

district and fifth in the region, one shy
of qualifying for AC to finish 34-7.
“Brendan Loder had an outstanding year. Not many people could maintain the intensity level that he trained
at every day. It’s been awesome to
watch his improvement over not only
the last four years, but it seemed like
he got better and better every time he
wrestled this year,” Coach Kurz noted.
Simpson used his football tackling
skills to take most of his opponents
to the mat and emerge with a 25-12
record, predominantly at 170-lbs
where he took first at the RPT and
third at the UCT. Dropping to 160lbs, Simpson won the district title
and placed fifth in the region, also
one shy of AC.
“Jordan Simpson came a long way
since his freshman year. He developed an awesome offense and learned
how to push himself. He finished
strong by winning the district tournament and battling through adversity to win the final match of his
career,” said Coach Kurz, who added,
“These three seniors left their mark
on the program and I know they will

was a real team trooper by filling in
spots anywhere from 152-lbs to 170lbs when needed and finished 8-15.
Senior Theo Dardia competed at 138lbs or 145-lbs. He placed fifth in the
UCT at 138-lbs and third in the district at 145-lbs to finish with a 16-20
record.
A very pleasant surprise was the
efforts of sophomore Jon Heard, who
competed at either 220-lbs or 285-lbs
and his football toughness paid off.
Heard pulled off a memorable
Peterson Roll to grab a victory at 285lbs in the regular season match against
Cranford. Heard also placed second
in the district, losing only to the eventual NJSIAA champion Lewis
Fernandes of Voorhees, and finished
with a 19-13 record.
Sophomore Anthony Ciotta also
improved well throughout the season
and finished with an 11-13 record at
138-lbs.
Jacobs was expected to make a
contribution at 106-lbs and he surely
did immediately by winning the RPT
title. After placing second in the UCT,
Jacobs took top honors in the district

David B. Corbin (Roselle Park match) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINISHING OFF IN STYLE...Blue Devil senior Jordan Simpson, right, placed first in the RPT and third in the UCT at 170lbs, won the District 14 crown at 160-lbs and placed fifth in the Region 4 Tournament to finish with a 25-12 record.

who raised the bar on expectations.
While the coaching staff is proud of
the way they competed and what
they’ve accomplished, we’re so impressed with the way they went about
their business every day,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz expressed.
Miller certainly made his senior
season worthwhile. Beginning the
season at 195-lbs, Miller took top
honors in his class at the RPT in late
December when he defeated
Piscataway’s Nick Recine in the title
bout. He dropped to 182-lbs and recorded a key victory over Piscataway’s
Nick Lodato, also a RPT champ, in
the section semifinal.
At 182-lbs, Miller won the UCT
crown then after placing second in the
district, Miller avenged that defeat by
subtracting Bridgewater-Raritan’s
Brett MacMath, who edged him in the
district, from the equation in the Region 4 semifinal where he placed second. Miller made a run at AC and
came up one bout shy of placing in the
Top-8 to finish with a 28-8 record.
“Tim Miller put together the season
we knew he could. He came through
for us in some critical dual meets,
none bigger than scoring five points
in the last 20 seconds of his match
against Piscataway. That ‘refuse to
lose’ attitude carried him through the
districts, regions, and states,” Coach
Kurz (UCT and District 14 Coach of
the Year) said.
Figuring things out midway through
his junior season, Loder transformed
himself into one of the best, beginning with the 220-lb crown at the
RPT. Settling in at 195-lbs, Loder
took first in the UCT, second in the

go on to have awesome accomplishments in their lives.”
Composto jumped from 106-lbs
last year when he placed fifth at AC
to 126-lbs this season. No problem!
Composto won the RPT title then
after being stunned for the UCT title,
he caught fire to win the district and
region titles for the third time to
qualify for AC for the third time
where he bumped up two notches to
place third and finish with a 35-2
record. At the region tournament,
Composto, whose career record is
107-10, and Hoerle became the first
juniors in WHS history to record 100
career victories.
Competing at 120-lbs, Hoerle won
the RPT then won his third UCT
title and second district and region
titles to qualify for AC where he
won three bouts, coming up one shy
of placing in the Top-8 and finishing with a 39-4 record for a career
record of 103-17.
After placing fourth in the UCT at
113-lbs, Gimblette really came into
his own pushing forward to win the
district title and place fourth in the
region to earn his ride to AC and
finish with a 30-10 record. Junior
Jeremy Silber competed at 132-lbs
but did occasionally slip down to 126lbs for strategic purposes. Silber
placed fourth in the RPT and the UCT
and placed second in the district to
finish with a 19-13 record.
Junior Luke Scanlan began his season at 160-lbs, took second in the
RPT and third in the UCT, then he
dropped to 152-lbs and placed second in the district to eventually finish
25-14. Junior James Greco proved he

and finished with a 26-10 record.
Other Blue Devils who received
varsity time in key situations were
Mike Price, Jack Price, Kevin Vicuna, Abdul Kharbouti and Devin
DeRosa.

H.S. Sports Notice:
The Spring High School sports
will soon be upon us. With the
three high schools covered, there
will be approximately 27 varsity
teams with only an average of 4,
maybe 5 days in a week to cover
them. Many major showdowns just
happen to be scheduled for the
same days and only one can be
covered in that case. Understanding that The Westfield Leader sports
department is not omnipresent,
some representatives in the past
have been delegated by the teams
to write up accurate stories and
perhaps add a photo or two to go
with the stories in order to be included in the newspaper.
The Spring sports that will receive primary coverage, as always,
are Spring track (multi-school relays, county, sections), baseball,
softball and boys and girls lacrosse,
with boys tennis receiving some
coverage, such as the Union County
Tournament, major showdowns
and sectionals. Special thanks goes
to the Westfield ice hockey team
for providing weekly stories and
photos. If certain varsity teams are
not making the newspaper as much
as they desire, it may be a good
idea for someone to be appointed
to provide information and possibly a photo.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEAM LEADER IN 3-POINTERS...Cougar junior Gianna Toretta, No. 13, led her team with 28 3-pointers and finished with
182 points (tie for second), 26 assists (tie for first), 30 rebounds and 11 steals.

ing two 3-pointers and seven free
throws, and Pringle grabbed 14 rebounds and added three steals and
three assists. Toretta hit for 13 points.
Next a string of four straight losses
followed, beginning with Oak Knoll
when the Cougars blew a 33-25 lead
when the Royals answered with an
18-4 run in the fourth quarter to win,
43-37. Next were losses to The Patrick
School, East Brunswick and Roselle
Catholic, before the Cougars regrouped to topple Summit, 41-37.
At the beginning of February, inconsistencies continued with a string of
four straight losses until the first round
of the Union County Tournament
(UCT) when they hosted the Brearley
Bears, which would turn out to be a
wild, 64-58, overtime victory by the
Cougars. Even though inconsistencies
haunted the Cougars for the first three
quarters, they found their flow in time
to win the fourth quarter, 19-12, to
send the game into overtime with a 5050 tie. Timing was perfect next when
Pringle, Williamson, Speer, Toretta and
McCaffery coordinated their efforts to
win the overtime period, 14-8, and to
advance to the UCT quarterfinal.
Toretta bucketed 18 points, including four 3-pointers, against the Bears.
Pringle had eight rebounds, four assists and four blocks and McCaffery

ting 23 3-pointers. Speer had 76 rebounds and tied Toretta for the most
assists with 26. Speer also had 17
steals and two blocks. Toretta led the
team with 28 3-pointers and added 30
rebounds and 11 steals.
“Gianna has an incredible work

they could to lead the way for the
younger girls. They were hard workers and positive motivators,” commented Coach Dyer, who added, “We
have a lot of young talent and I am
really excited and looking forward to
the years to come.”

McGann, Thomas, Veres Make
Nationals at ‘Y’ 13+ States

SHERIFF’S SALE

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
Swim Team sent 31 qualifying members to the 13+ NJ YMCA State Swimming Championships, held at Franklin
and Marshall College in Lancaster,
Pa. on March 7-10. At this highly
competitive meet, 15 swimmers qualified for finals, four National cuts were
earned and two Westfield “Y” records
were broken, one of them twice.
Cuts for the YMCA Short Course
National meet were attained by Julia
McGann in the 200 Back (2:07.07),
Barney Veres in the 200 Breast (2:11.64)
and Bridget Thomas in the 100 Free
(53.15) and 1,650 Free (17:30.41).
Abby McKinney broke the Girls
15-18 200 Free record, going a
1:54.34 in a close swim off. Shortly
after, Thomas edged this standard
downward to a 1:54.18, and Matt
Swenson bettered his prior record in
the Westfield “Y” Boys 13-14 1,000

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000291
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008204-17
Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR HOME
EQUITY MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-BACKED
TRUST SERIES INABS 2006-E, HOME EQUITY MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-BACKED
CERTIFICATES SERIES INABS 2006-E
VS.
Defendant: SUZANNE FEDORCZYK; PJM
TRADING CO.; STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 03/27/2019
Writ of Execution: 12/10/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Seventy-Eight Thousand Twenty-Eight and 13/
100*** $778,028.13.
The property to be sold is located in the municipality of SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as 1410 RARITAN ROAD,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.
Tax LOT 26, BLOCK 14301.
Dimensions of Lot: 000.822 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: ALTON WAY.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being foreclosed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
• 2019 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2019 $5,471.00 OPEN
• Sewer: Acet: 07/01/2018 - 12/31/2018
$271.12 OPEN PLUS PENALTY Sewer charges
are based on prior water consumption.
Total Upset: ***Seven Hundred Ninety-Eight
Thousand Four Hundred Eighty-Five and 84/
100*** $798,485.84 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 02/28, 03/07, 03/14
& 03/21/19
Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000408
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-016584-14
Plaintiff: WEICHERT FINANCIAL SERVICES
VS.
Defendant: YVONNE ROSE
Sale Date: 04/03/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/29/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty-Three Thousand Three Hundred SeventyFive and 68/100*** $333,375.68.
The property to be sold is located in the municipality of FANWOOD BOROUGH in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as 4 CECILIA PLACE,
FANWOOD BOROUGH, NEW JERSEY 07023.
Tax LOT 5, BLOCK 3.
Dimensions of Lot: 71 feet wide by 125 feet
long.
Nearest Cross Street: Midway Avenue.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being foreclosed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
2019 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2019 $3,155.40 OPEN.
2019 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2019 $3,155.40 OPEN.
Sewer: Acct: 14 0 01/01/2018 - 12/31/2018
$84.11 OPEN PLUS PENALTY.
For sale information, please visit Auction, at
www.Auction.com or call (800) 280-2832.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Seventy-Six
Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-Six and 85/
100*** $376,426.85 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 03/07, 03/14, 03/21
& 03/28/19
Fee: $189.72

SHERIFF’S SALE

Free, finishing in 10:00.11. Individual
point leaders were Thomas (60), Abby
McKinney (45.5), Swenson (32) and
TJ Walsh (17).
DEVILFISH MAKING FINALS:
13-14 Girls: Emma Heinze (9th
1650 Free, 17th 1,000 Free); Viv
Jeckell (12th 50 Free); Lauren Lane
(12th 200 Back)
15-18 Girls: Julia McGann (19th
200 Back); Abby McKinney (5th 200
Fly, 6th 100 Fly, 7th 100 Free, 10th 200
Free, 20th 50 Free); Isabella Nicholson
(13th 500 Free, 21st 200 IM, 23rd 100
Breast); Bridget Thomas (3rd 500 Free,
4th 1,650 Free, 5th 1,000 Free, 8th 200
Free, 13th 100 Free)
13-14 Boys: Colin Kavanagh (11th
200 IM, 13th 100 Breast); Carsen
Sharkey (14th 1,650 Free, 22nd 1,000
Free); Matt Swenson (4th 1,000 Free,
6th 400 IM, 13th 200 Fly); TJ Walsh
(7th 1,650 Free, 12th 500 Free); Peter
Youssef (15th 1,650 Free)
15-18 Boys: Henry Brown (19th
50 Free); Matt London (23rd 50 Free);
Barney Veres (10th 200 Breast, 20th
100 Breast)
The Devilfish 13+ State Championship Team also included Abby
Bebel, Tommy Brennan, Seth
Camacho, Eliana Cestero, Matt Chen,
Will Crall, Jenna Daniel, Sarah
Kennedy, Sofia Leonetti, Billy
Maguire, Tim McGann, Erin
McKinney, Christian Tedesco, Aidan
Troy, Jack Young and Zach Youssef.

Harcourts Help Bullets
Win Golf Invitational
MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. – The
Gettysburg College men’s golf team
opened the spring on the right foot at
the Barefoot Invitational, taking home
the team title on The Dye Course of
the Barefoot Resort in Myrtle Beach
on March 13.
Gettysburg carded a 305 as a team
on the way to its fourth tournament
crown of the season. The Bullets
topped a field of five teams. Senior
Danny Harcourt of Fanwood and tied
for team honors with two-over 74s
and his brother sophomore Jimmy
Harcourt finished one stroke short of
his personal best with a 77.
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

7-11 of Garwood

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

309 North Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 on Central Ave

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

800 Central Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

BENCIVENGA, HALPIN MADE AC; ‘KORZ’ UCT CROWN

Cougar Matmen Surprised
Many With Fifth UCT Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Many would have guessed that
this year’s Cranford High School
wrestling team would finish either
second or third in the Union County
Tournament (UCT) but after knocking off a strong Rahway team, 3933, early in the season, the Cougars
managed to put all the parts in the
right spots to claim their fifth straight
UCT Championship. The Cougars
went on to advance to the semifinal
round of the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 4 Tournament and fin-

ished with a 15-5 record.
“Winning the county title was nice
achievement for this large group of
seniors. They worked very hard and
everyone fought for every team point
to put the team in the best spot to win.
This being the fifth year in a row is
something special for the program. It
is our ability to replace the talented
wrestlers each year with other wrestlers who are waiting to fill these
spots without hesitation, and that is a
result of the coaching and commitment that we have at the PAL and
middle school levels,” Cougar Head

Coach Pat Gorman emphasized.
Other than Rahway, the Cougars
easily handled all of their Union
County opponents with the exception
of a 51-18 setback to Westfield. Their
other regular-season losses were to
South Plainfield, 55-12, Newton, 4425, and High Point, 43-24. In the
section semifinals, the Cougars lost
52-14 to perennial powerhouse
Phillipsburg.
Senior AJ Bencivenga stood out at
152-lbs this season and earned his
second trip to the NJSIAA ChampiCONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT DEFENSIVELY, GREAT OFFENSIVELY...Blue Devil senior Sam Stravach, No. 22, led the team in blocks with
31 and was second in rebounds with 216 and third in steals with 37. Stravach also scored 192 points and had 40 assists.

KLAG, STRAVACH LED IN RBS; LISANTI 3’S; MAZ ASSTS

Lady Blue Devils Finish 18-9;
Topped RC Lions Three Times
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UCT AND DISTRICT 14 CHAMP...Cougar senior AJ Bencivenga, top, won the Union County Tournament and District 14
crowns at 152-lbs, placed third in the region and won three bouts at Atlantic City to finish with a 36-7 record.

BOWLES, ZIMMERMAN CLAIMED DISTRICT 16 CROWNS

Raider Wrestlers Made Rapid
Improvement; Finished 16-12
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Beginning with a handful of seasoned wrestlers, Scotch PlainsFanwood High School wrestling Head
Coach Marc Fabiano and his assistants managed to mold a very inexperienced room consisting of 72 participants into a competitive force by
season’s end. The Raiders took their
lumps early in the season but turned it
around to win 11 of their final 12
regular-season matches to finish with
a 16-12 record. The Raiders also received the sixth seed for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-

ment, losing to third-seeded
Middletown North.
The Raiders lost to county rivals
Westfield (63-6), Roselle Park (3730) and Cranford (44-15) in the first
third of the season then lost to Rahway,
48-20, and a very close one to Linden,
36-33, midway through the season.
Although the outcome was a one-way
street, the Raiders’ match against the
Westfield Blue Devils was special in
that all proceeds were donated to the
Wounded Warrior Project.
The Raiders’ late 11-1 winning
streak began with a 54-19 thrashing
of Hillsborough and continued with

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING IN FOR THE TAKEDOWN...Raider senior Zach Zimmerman, left, goes
in for the takedown on Cougar Zach Blevins. Zimmerman was a District 16
champion at 195-lbs and placed second in the UCT.

wins over Brearley (63-12), Elizabeth (42-21), New Providence (6610) and Burlington Township (5323) before being halted by Ridge (5221). The Raiders then topped
Plainfield (40-28), Summit (50-18),
Iselin Kennedy (47-27), Governor
Livingston (43-25) Morris Catholic
(66-15) and Randolph (42-34).
The Raiders hosted the District 16
Tournament, placed fifth in the team
totals with 96 points and claimed two
champions with sophomore Brandon
Bowles (113-lbs) and senior Zach
Zimmerman (195-lbs), while qualifying four wrestlers for the Region 4
Tournament.
The handful of seasoned seniors
began with the leadership of Alex
Oslislo, a four-year varsity wrestler
who was also a captain of the football
team. Oslislo, who was the only Raider
to win in the match against Westfield,
competed at 182-lbs, placed third in
the Union County Tournament (UCT),
third in the District 16 Tournament
and finished the season with a 28-5
record. Oslislo also placed second in
the Holmdel Holiday Tournament.
Zimmerman made rapid improvement from his junior season to place
second in the UCT at 195-lbs and
went on to win the district crown.
Zimmerman finished with a 30-9
record. Zimmerman also won his class
at the Holmdel Holiday Tournament.
In the Westfield match, he lost 7-3 to
Tim Miller, who finished in the Top-

Something big happened this season for the Westfield High School
girls basketball team. The Blue Devils, who finished with an 18-9 record,
defeated Roselle Catholic twice in
the regular season and once in the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
semifinals, which was the first time
ever that they took out the Lady Lions
three times in one season, and they
achieved it with a predominantly
young squad.
The Blue Devils finished 6-2 in the
Union County Conference Watchung
Division with both losses being to
The Patrick School girls who won the
division. After defeating the Lions in
the UCT semis, the Blue Devils also

lost to The Patrick School, 45-35, at
Kean University for the title. Receiving the third seed for the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Tournament, the
Blue Devils stopped Columbia, 4638, in the first round then came from
behind to edge Edison, 49-45, in the
quarterfinals before falling to second-seeded Bayonne, 54-49, in the
semifinals.
“Beating Roselle Catholic three
times was definitely a nice feeling.
RC has a great program and is very
well respected. The third win in the
county semifinals was definitely special. We played one of our best, if not
the best, overall game of the season.
Each time we played someone else
stepped up and the team defense was
great each game. I’m very proud of

our girls,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Liz McKeon said.
The Blue Devils had beaten the
Lions, 49-38 and 50-47 (3-pointer
and 2 free throws in final seconds),
during the regular season but the 6046 UCT victory was indeed special as
they controlled the boards all game
and were the beneficiary of a 20point, four 3-pointer, game from junior Ali Lisanti, who led the team with
53 3-pointers this season.
“Ali had 53 3-pointers this season
which is second best all-time for one
season. Krissy Jeremiah holds the
record with 66 3’s in a season,” Coach
McKeon pointed out.
But with such a young squad that
featured two freshmen, a sophomore
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate, International President's Elite
2018 NJ Realtors® Circle of Excellence
Sales Award® Platinum
Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 24th • 1-4PM

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

712 Standish Avenue, Westfield

Offered for $999,000

Spectacular, completely renovated three bedroom, three bath colonial located in the highly desirable Gardens neighborhood
of Westfield. The formal living room boasts a wood burning fireplace & built-in bookcase with French doors that flow
perfectly into a three season porch. This home has a large formal dining room and a convenient first floor den/office with
built-ins surrounded by windows for loads of natural light. The beautifully renovated gourmet eat in kitchen with custom
cabinetry, center island, granite countertops and stainless steel appliances is open to a spacious family room just perfect
for entertaining. The second floor features three bedrooms and two full bathrooms, including a master bedroom suite
equipped with its own luxurious bath with marble countertop and double sinks as well as a fabulous walk in closet with
custom shelving. Sit back and relax on the beautiful bluestone patio in the professionally landscaped, private backyard.
Some updates include a new hot water heater, a beautiful new brick & bluestone front porch and walkway and a brand
new two car detached garage. A wonderful location, this home is conveniently close to all schools, Westfield's award
winning downtown and New York City transportation. Don't miss the unique opportunity to make this your home!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING READY FOR THE REGULAR SEASON...A Cougar attempts to steal second base during a scrimmage game
with Montville at Memorial Field in Cranford on March 16. The Cougars have returned all but one of their last year’s batting
order and should be effective on the mound.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
(908) 233-5555
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Devil’s Den

The 1960s,the Decade
WHS Took Off: 1962
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEADLY WITH HIS HEAD THROWS...Raider senior Alex Oslislo, top, was deadly with his head throws. Oslislo placed
third in the UCT and third in the District 16 Tournament at 182-lbs and finished with a 28-5 record.

Raider Wrestlers Made Rapid Improvement
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

12 at the NJSIAA Tournament at Atlantic City (AC)
Senior Eddie Smith competed at
220-lbs, sometimes at 285-lbs, placed
third in the UCT and finished 26-8. In
the Westfield match, Smith dropped a
competitive, 1-0, decision to Brendan
Loder, the UCT 195-lb champ. Another senior, Tim Roden competed at
160-lbs and finished with a 10-20
record.
“Oslislo, Zimmerman and Smith
all had outstanding years. They were
true leaders who were amazing role
models and helped take this team
from an 0-7 start to finishing 16-12.
All three of these wrestlers were the
key to our success. Whenever we entered a match, I knew I could count on
them for a win plus bonus points,”
Raider Head Coach Marc Fabiano
said.
One additional wrestler the coaches
were comfortable with was Bowles,

who competed at 113-lbs. After sitting out several matches at the beginning of the season, Bowles took third
in the UCT then won the district title.
After taking third at the Region 4
Tournament, Bowles won a bout at
AC to finish 24-5. Bowles also shared
his abilities during practice with
sophomores Joey Larmore and Andre
Carinhas, and freshman Ethan
Costanzo (106-lbs).
“Brandon Bowles had an amazing
season this year. Not only was he
unbelievable on the mats, he was an
incredible teammate. He truly helped
Andre Carinhas, Joey Laramore, and
Ethan Costanzo get so much better
throughout the season. We are really
excited to see what Brandon will do
next year,” Coach Fabiano expressed.
Throughout the season the Raider
coaches experimented with various
personnel in the remaining nine weight
classes until they settled in with a

group comprised predominately with
sophomores but junior Noah Samms
competed at 152-lbs and finished 5-9.
They got some good mileage from
Carinhas who came through with a
15-13 record at 120-lbs and Larmore
who took third in the district at 106lbs and finished 15-8. Sophomore
Kyle Robinson finished 7-10 at 126lbs and Josh Barros finished 5-14 at
132-lbs.
At 138-lbs, freshman Anthony
Robinson took fifth in the UCT and
finished with a 17-10 record. Sophomore CJ Estevez took on the big guys
at 285-lbs and finished with a 15-14
record.
Others who experienced significant
varsity time were: seniors Mateo Velez
(145-lbs), Tom Ryan (170-lbs) and
Martin Rogoff (152-lbs), juniors
Harrison Wustefeld (170-lbs) and
Bobby Root (138-lbs), and freshman
Ben Root (126-lbs).

DANISKAS GK; BUREN, LAPOLLA, WALKER ON OFFENSE

Raider Lady Laxers Envision
Good Things on The Horizon
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls lacrosse team made great
strides in 2018. Not only did the Raiders post a 13-6 overall record, they
also advanced to the quarterfinal
round of the NJSIAA North Jersey,
Section 2, Group IV Tournament as
the fifth seed. Even a 17-2 season
ending loss to fourth-seeded
Hunterdon Central could not dampen
the achievements of last year’s group.
“Last year was very exciting and to
see the progress from the previous
year, as a coach made me so happy,”
said Raider Head Coach Virginia
Weber. “As a team we are progressing
and getting better, which is our main
goal as a program. We want to be able
to compete with established lacrosse
programs.”
Perhaps the best moment of the
season for the Raiders came in a loss.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood entered the
Union County Tournament as a five
seed and advanced to the quarterfinals
before getting stopped by the number
four seed New Providence, 12-11, in
an epic battle.
“I think that our game against New
Providence was awesome because in
the regular season, we lost to them by
a big margin, but in the UCT it was a
totally different game,” said Weber.
“The girls came out on fire and knew

what was on the line.”
The Raiders will enter the 2019 season having to replace five seniors from
last season’s team that were lost to
graduation.Among them were standout
players like Amber Bretz and Kelly
Mehorter. Bretz will be playing lacrosse at Widener University, while
Mehorter will play at Ithaca College.
But the Raiders will not be short on
returning talent. Attackers Carly
Walker (sophomore), Anita Dazzo,
Anna Ciarrocca (seniors.), and juniors Catherine Buren, Maggie Lapolla
and Brigit Jacob all return to power
the offense. It is a balanced group
with lots of goal scorers.
Walker scored eight goals last season, including three in a loss to
Millburn. Ciarrocca tallied six goals
and three assists. Buren finished with
16 goals and seven assists, while collecting 13 ground balls. Lapolla scored
10 goals had five assists and scooped
up 18 ground balls as a sophomore.
Jacob had seven goals, one assist and
won nine ground balls last season.
That said, the outlook is even better
on defense. Kate Jackmin, Erica
Schug, Abby Saperstein and Hailey
Kinard return and Weber is high on
that quartet.
“Our strength lies in our defensive
end this season, we return four defensive starters from last year with experience. We return senior defender

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

and Assistant Borough Administrator” is
hereby amended as follows (additions
underscored, deletions struck-through):
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if
any section, paragraph, subsection, clause
or provision of this Ordinance shall be
adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such
adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder
of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid
and effective; and
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any
ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with
the provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this
Ordinance shall take effect upon passage
and publication in accordance with applicable law.

ORDINANCE NO. 19-04
AN ORDINANCE REPEALING
AND AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY
AMENDING CHAPTER 5, ARTICLE VIIIB, ENTITLED “BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR
AND ASSISTANT BOROUGH
ADMINISTRATOR”.
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood
(the “Borough”) has previously adopted
Chapter 5, Article VIIIB, of the Code of the
Borough of Garwood establishing and
governing the duties and powers of the
Borough Administrator and Assistant Borough Administrator; and
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that sections set forth in Chapter 5,
Article VIIIB (Borough Administrator and
Assistant Borough Administrator), are outdated, no longer consistent with Borough
procedure, and further create inefficiency
in the workplace; and
WHEREAS, the Borough desires to repeal and amend sections of Chapter 5,
Article VIIIB (Borough Administrator and
Assistant Borough Administrator), with the
goal of ensuring that the Borough is workplace is efficient and further that the
Borough’s current procedures are codified; and
WHEREAS, the Borough Council has
determined it appropriate to repeal and
amend said Ordinances to conform to current Borough procedures and efficiency;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the governing body of the Borough of
Garwood that Chapter 5, Article VIIIB, of
the Borough Code of the Borough of
Garwood entitled, “Borough Administrator

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 19-04, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey,
held on the 14th DAY OF MARCH 2019,
and that Ordinance No. 19-04, will be
taken up for further consideration for final
passage at the meeting of said Borough
Council to be held at its meeting room in
the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, on the 11th
DAY OF APRIL 2019, at 7:15 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
heard, at which time and place all persons
who may be interested therein will be
given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 3/21/19, The Leader
Fee: $70.89

Abby Saperstein who was all-conference last season as well as sophomore
Hailey Kinard who was also all-county
last season.”
Senior goaltender Libby Daniskas
rounds out what should be a stout
defensive group. As a junior, Daniskas
recorded 100 saves, while allowing
47 goals. She posted an 11-5 record
between the pipes.
If the Raiders have any questions at
all heading into the season they are
focused in one area.
“We lost our three middies from
last year to graduation,” said Weber.
“But we will look to underclassmen
to fill their roles.”
Among those looking to fill the void
at midfield will be sophomores Julia
Blaschak and Ryann Wall, freshmen
Trish Gillen, Elle Priesing, Francesca
DiLollo, and Isabella DiLollo.
After a solid 2018 season, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood is firmly established
as a team to beat in the NJIGLLIndependence South Conference.
“Our goals for this season are to
improve our record from last season,
go further in both the UCT tournament and state tournament, and work
as a team,” said Weber. “We have a
young team, with many new players
and are looking forward to a fun and
successful season.”
The Raiders get the 2019 season
under way March 30 at Indian Hills
with a 1 p.m. start.

Third in a 10-part series
Fifteen years before the New York
Times covered the Westfield vs.
Barringer state North 2 Group 4 football championship in 1977 – its headline proclaiming: 32,000 Watch
Westfield Fulfill No. 1 Role, 33-12 –
the New York Herald sent reporter
Sam Goldaper to do a story on the
rising athletic powerhouse that was
Westfield High School.
Here is the lead to Goldaper’s article:
“Undefeated football teams, five
New Jersey state swimming championships in the last six years, runnerup to Newark Weequahic for the state
basketball title, golf, tennis and wrestling teams with long winning streaks,
outstanding baseball players and
trackmen.
“This is Westfield High School.
“All this doesn’t just happen by
accident. It takes an interested populace to accomplish it in this Union
County town, which lies between
Elizabeth and Plainfield in the shadows of the Watchung Mountains.
“Westfield, whose town population
of 32,000 has almost doubled since
the end of the World War II, has a
boys’ league for football, basketball,
wrestling and baseball.
“The baseball league (ages 8-18)
started in 1953 with 120 entrants and
has grown to 1,600. The football
league for sixth and seventh graders
is five years old, the basketball league
four and wrestling two. Football and
basketball each have 200 taking part
and wrestling around 50 using the
school gymnasium every Saturday
morning.
“The baseball budget is $10,000.
The money is raised from players’
fees ($3), sponsors ($150 a year) –
shopkeepers, auto agencies and other
local businesses – and a town drive
every three or four years, which brings
in another $4,000.
“Frank Dugan is serving his second
one-year term as head of the baseball
league. Fire chief Martin Burke has
been one of his managers for seven
years. The same goes for Police Sgt.
Mount Howarth. Dr. J.P. Warter, an

UCSSL Seeks Softball
Players for Season
The Union County Senior Softball League is seeking experienced
players for its slow pitch softball
season in both its 50+ Division (born
1969 or earlier) and its 60+ Division
(born 1959 or earlier).
Each team plays two games per
week beginning in mid-April and
ending with league playoffs in late
August. If interested, contact the
league
commissioner
at
UCSSL938@comcast.net or (908)
232-0477.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

the mix.
Porter is the player who jumps right
off of the page. As a junior, Porter was
named to the First Team All-State
roster. Porter has 43 career goals and
83 assists for 123 total points in a
Raider uniform. Porter is already committed to play lacrosse at Kean University next year.
“Porter has a chance to become the
school’s All-Time point scorer,” said
Miceli.
Osislo (14 goals, 9 assists, 65
ground balls) was an All-Conference
performer last season.
The face-off role will be handled
by Jr. Bobby Root and freshman Ethan
Costanzo.
Seniors Eddy Smith, Ryan Johnson

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
as follows (additions underscored, deletions struck-through):
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if
any section, paragraph, subsection, clause
or provision of this Ordinance shall be
adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such
adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder
of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid
and effective; and
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any
ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with
the provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this
Ordinance shall take effect upon passage
and publication in accordance with applicable law.

ORDINANCE NO. 19-03

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood
(the “Borough”) has previously adopted
Chapter 30 of the Code of the Borough of
Garwood establishing and governing the
personnel policies for employees within
the Borough; and
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that many sections set forth in Chapter 30 (Personnel Policies) are outdated
and/or are no longer consistent with either
current Borough policy; and
WHEREAS, the Borough desires to repeal and amend sections of Chapter 30
(Personnel Policies) with the goal of ensuring that the Borough’s benefits, terms
and conditions of employment are properly set forth within the Borough Ordinances; and
WHEREAS, the goal of said ordinance
repeal and amendment is to also ensure
that Borough employees are afforded the
appropriate benefits and entitlements; and
WHEREAS, the Borough Council has
determined it appropriate to repeal and
amend said Ordinances to conform to current Borough policy;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the governing body of the Borough of
Garwood that Chapter 30 of the Borough
Code of the Borough of Garwood entitled,
“Personnel Policies” is hereby amended

orthopedic surgeon, is an assistant
manager. There are lawyers, bankers,
engineers, salesmen and insurance
men all serving in various capacities.
“Norm Abbott, Fred Schaible, Steve
Ward, Herb Wight, Gordon Booth,
Steve Arbes, George Hamrah, Stuart
Burnley, Les Myers and Bob Vietor
have played key roles in baseball.
Bob Bailey heads the basketball
league.
“This is where it all starts – fundamentals, the interest, the civic spirit.”
And so it goes …
Now, more than a half-century later,
much has changed in Westfield. But
as the New York Herald story foretold, WHS has blossomed into the
winningest Group 4 (large school)
team in the state. And that article was
written in 1962, a full decade before
lacrosse, ice hockey, volleyball plus a
full load of girls sports were added to
comply with Title IX.
Here’s a quick look at how the
varsity sports teams did in 1961-62:
Cross-country: Coach Walt
Clarkson’s harriers went 9-1, won the
conference, finished third at counties
and sectionals, and second at states.
David Coleman, who co-captained
the team with Dave Zaparanick, had a
spectacular season, winning conference, county and state championships.
Football: Gary Kehler’s first year
as head football coach produced a 90 season and No. 2 ranking in the
state. First team all-staters Jim Kovacs
(fullback) and Greg Weiss (guard)
led a team that won the conference
and was awarded the Central Jersey
Group 4 co-championship with Long
Branch. Ed Galauski and Bob Adelaar
also earned all-state, while Kovacs,
Weiss and Dwight Winn were allcounty.
Basketball: The secondwinningest team in school history went
23-3, led by captain Dick Myers and
big Bob King, a Mutt-and-Jeff com-

SPF Raider Boys Are Loaded
With Lacrosse Depth, Talent

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING
AND AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY
AMENDING CHAPTER 30,
ENTITLED “PERSONNEL
POLICIES”.

Senior track stars Jim Kovacs (left), David Coleman (center) and state discus
champion Bob Hoffman with some of the trophies they won during the 1961-62
school year.

(2 goals, 57 ground balls), Gianni
Caro-Esposito (11 ground balls) and
junior Mike Difrancesco (11 ground
balls) head up the defensive positions
with goaltending duties falling to senior Tommy Ryan and junior Ryan
Lamberta.
Johnson earned All-State Honorable Mention on defense. Ryan recorded 13 saves and gave up six goals
in backing up Bruckman last season.
Porter, Ryan, Johnson and Oslislo
will serve as team captains this season. It is no coincidence that all four
are seniors
“Senior leadership and heart will
be the strengths of this team,” said
Miceli. “We will take one game at a
time and compete for division, county
and state championships”
Miceli’s optimism and confidence,
while bold considering the depth and
outstanding talent in Union County, is
not improbable either. This figures to
be the strongest Raider team in recent
memory.
The Raider quest begins on March
27 with a tough test at Millburn, which
figures to be a co-favorite in the
Bianchi Conference this year.

Probitas Verus Honos
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE

NOTICE OF DECISION

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 19-03, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 14th DAY OF MARCH 2019, and
that Ordinance No. 19-03, will be taken up
for further consideration for final passage
at the meeting of said Borough Council to
be held at its meeting room in the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 11th DAY OF APRIL
2019, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 03/21/19, The Leader Fee: $68.34

On March 7, 2019, the Township of
Scotch Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment
adopted a Resolution granting site plan
and variance approval to the Applicant,
Union Catholic High School, for the property located at 1600 Martine Avenue, Block
12401, Lot 1 on the Tax Map of the Township of Scotch Plains. The approvals will
permit the construction of a storage building, installation of a new ground sign and
scoreboard on the school property. A copy
of the Resolution is on file and available for
public inspection in the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, during that office’s normal business hours.
Joseph A. Paparo, Esq.
PORZIO, BROMBERG & NEWMAN, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant
1 T - 03/21/19, The Leader Fee: $21.93

bination that combined for 942 points
that winter. Myers tied the school
record (set in 1914 by Cliff Ewing
and equaled in 1948 by Terry Brady)
with 38 points against Roselle Park.
Jerry Post was an enforcer underneath, while sophomores Bob
Whitaker and Doug Carver completed
the starters. WHS was upset by Berkeley Heights in the county opener,
but rebounded in states to beat Linden, Union, Camden and Trenton
(wow!) to reach the Group 4 final,
where they lost to Weequahic, 55-52.
Swimming: Coach Walt Clarkson’s
squad went 12-1, losing to Pingry in
Hillside. But it shared the county title
with the Big Blue, and easily won its
fourth state title in five years. Clark
Byam was the captain, and fellow
senior Greg Weiss added a second
straight state 100 breast title to his
first team all-state in football.
Winter track: Seniors Bob
Hoffman (shot put) and David
Coleman (1,000) captured indoor state
titles for Walt Clarkson, who was
juggling swim practices in the morning with track practices after school.
Coleman also was second at the National Indoors meet at Madison Square
Garden.
Wrestling: The matmen were starting to strut their stuff, as senior Ken
Cornell (123) and junior Dave Morash
(168) won state titles. The team went
9-2, and finished one-point behind
district champion Plainfield. The studs
included soph. Jim Powers (13-5 at
98), Dennis Minno (10-4-1, 115),
Cornell (19-1-1), captain Bob Adelaar
(7-2, 157) and Morash (19-1-1).
Baseball: The last spring of Lay’s
four-year tenure produced a disappointing 8-12-1 mark as 14 different
players rotated in the lineup; only 1b
Jerry Post played one position. Dick
Myers slugged two home runs against
Cranford, while junior Marty Howarth
had a 1.29 ERA in 13 appearances.
Meanwhile, Norm ‘Nemo’ Koury had
an unbeaten team on the jayvee level,
with five sophomores – ss Nick
Piscopo, 2b Dwight Davies, cf Ed
Thorne, c Charles Widmer and 3b
Billy Myers – in key positions.
Golf: The team’s 37-match win
streak ended in its opener, and the
Devils finished 9-2, including fifth at
counties. Captain Bob Michaels was
usually low man for the young squad.
Tennis: For the first time since
America entered World War 2, somebody other than Sam Bunting was
WHS’s coach. Bjarne Tonneson filled
in during Bunting’s sabbatical year,
and the team went 15-3 and nearly
winning the state title. After ousting
reigning champion Dickinson and topseeded Ridgewood, they were eliminated by Mountain Lakes in the semifinals. Captain Dave Richardson
teamed with sophomore Bob Stuhler
to beat Pingry in the county doubles
final.
Track: In what would be the ‘worst’
season of Walt Clarkson’s 18-year
career, the Devils went 5-3. They
were fourth at counties, second in the
conference, and fifth at sectionals and
states. Senior Bob Hoffman became
the school’s first state champion in
the discus. Hoffman, Jim Kovacs (javelin) and David Coleman (800) won
sectional titles.
Record: 99 wins, 27 losses, 1 tie; 2
conference, 1 county, 1 sectional, 1
state title.
Next: 1963
WITH THE COLLEGIANS
Lil Scott earned Division 3 honorable mention all-America, after finishing her career at Johns Hopkins
with 1,313 points, fifth-best in school
history. The Blue Jays were 23-5 this
winter.
AROUND THIS DATE
March 23, 1968: Don Mutz won his
third straight diving title as the WHS
swimmers captured their eighth
straight state championship. Winning
individual races were Steve Clark (IM,
breast), Steve Schmitt (200 free) and
Gordon Clark (100 free). The Devils
also won both relays.
IN PASSING
Dick Dale, “the King of the Surf
Guitar,” died Sunday at age 81. He
inspired musicians like Jimi Hendrix,
Eddie Van Halen, Ry Cooder and the
Beach Boys. Dale’s “Miserlou” also
notably featured in the opening credits sequence of Quentin Tarantino’s
Pulp Fiction.
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Cougar Matmen Captured Fifth UCT Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

onships in Atlantic City (AC), coming up just one win shy of placing in
the Top-8. Bencivenga took first in
the UCT, first in the District 14 Tournament and placed third in the Region

Gorman said.
Senior Jack Korzeneski raised eyebrows when he knocked off topseeded Stefano DelValle (Linden) in
the first round of the UCT at 138-lbs

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRONG FINISH...Cougar Conor Halpin, top, placed second in the UCT and
district, and fourth in the region to qualify for AC and finished 30-11.

4 Tournament. He finished the season
with a 36-7 record.
“AJ had another great year, making
it to the round of 12 in AC. Along the
way he was a great captain,” Coach

then went on to run the table and
claim the title. He also placed third in
the district and finished 19-13. By
virtue of winning UCT crowns,
Bencivenga and Korzeneski were to

compete in the Union/Essex County
All-Star match at Roselle Park on
March 20.
“Korzeneski will be the guy from
this group with the story that is told
for many years, how hard work and
determination, no matter what your
seed is, can get you to the top of the
podium as he did in the counties this
year,” Coach Gorman pointed out.
Injured around tournament time last
year, senior Conor Halpin did not get
the opportunity to make the trip to
AC. But he did this year when he took
second in the UCT, second in the
district and fourth in the region at
145-lbs to punch his ticket and win a
bout at AC. Halpin finished with a 3011 record.
“Halpin! It was really nice to see
him get a win in AC. I know that he
gave it his all and was happy with the
way he finished his career on the
mat,” Coach Gorman commented.
Senior Ky’ell Roper, with his dangerous guillotine, proved to be effective at 160-lbs. Roper placed second
in the UCT and second in the district
to finish with a 26-9 record.
“Roper was a late bloomer in the
sport but boy did he come on strong
and help this team achieve a lot, especially in his senior year,” Coach
Gorman expressed.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ACTIVE SCRIMMAGE GAME...The Westfield Blue Devils boys lacrosse team had an active scrimmage game against
Hillsborough at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on March 13.

Winner’s
Circle
2018

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADER IN ASSISTS, GREAT DEFENSIVELY...Blue Devil senior Lily Maz, with ball, led the team in assists with 61,
contributed much on defense and was a team leader. Maz also scored 65 points, pulled 46 rebounds and has 20 steals.

Lady Blue Devils Topped Lions Three Times
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

and a pair of juniors getting a majority
of the starting time, it took senior leadership to steer them in the right direction and they received it from cocaptains Sam Stravach (forward) and
guard Lily Maz, along with Sam
Lefteris, Mary McHugh andAva Luzzi.
“We had a very young and inexperienced team this year. Stravach and
Lily (3-year veterans) did an amazing
job welcoming, accepting, and teaching the underclassmen. Their leadership helped make this team a team
and gave everyone the confidence
they needed to step up on any given
night,” Coach McKeon expressed.
Stravach’s dominance under the
boards and boxing out ability earned
her 216 rebounds (second on team)
and a team-leading 31 blocks. She
was second on the team in steals with
37 and assists with 40 and was third
on the team with 192 points, which
included 40 free throws. In the UCT
game against Roselle Catholic,
Stravach pulled eight rebounds.
Stravach also had a 16-rebound effort
in a win over Cranford.
Maz, a play setter and up front
person on defense, led the team in
assists with 61, while adding 46 rebounds, 20 steals and 65 points.
Aside from her team-leading 3pointers, Lisanti led the team with
219 points, including 30 free throws,
while adding 34 assists, 27 steals, 48
rebounds and 14 blocks. Lisanti

CONGRATULATIONS

banged four 3-pointers in a 41-39 win
over Edison on December 27 then did
it again in their second meeting,
“Ali really stepped up this season.
You could tell she made it her priority
to work on her overall game in the offseason and it showed. Her consistent
shooting, her toughness, and her defense were instrumental all season
but especially in our county tournament run,” Coach McKeon said.
Junior Faith Dobosiewicz applied
her soccer toughness to soften their
opponents, especially in the tough
games where she pulled 10 rebounds
against Edison and 10 rebounds to go
with 13 points in the UCT game
against The Pat School. Dobosiewicz
finished with 120 points (13 3-pointers), 92 rebounds, 28 steals, nine
blocks and 18 assists.
Junior Caroline Dwyer, who sank
the deciding 3-pointer in Game 2
against Roselle Catholic, finished with
101 points (17 3-pointers), 44 rebounds, 16 assists and 17 steals. She
also scored 13 points in a win over the
Oak Knoll Royals. Sophomore Charlotte Dursee finished with 94 points,
37 assists (3rd on team), 30 rebounds
and was second on the team with 45
steals.
But two freshmen, center Grace Klag
and forward/guard Chloe Kreusser,
really opened eyes. Kreusser, who was
third on the team with 150 rebounds,
was the “Chief Thief” with 56 steals.

Her driving to the board ability earned
her 147 points but she also dished out
28 assists and blocked four shots. Klag,
who was the Blue Devils’ most accurate free thrower with 55 successes,
was second on the team with 204 points.
She led the team with 225 rebounds
and added 19 blocks, 18 steals and 15
assists.
“It’s hard to describe the transition
Chloe and Grace made from eighth
grade to the Varsity level. I would have
to say it was seamless. The way these
two stepped up and embraced their
roles was amazing. You could never
tell they were freshmen by the way
they played. Chloe diving for loose
balls, grabbing steals, and knocking
down the open shot. Grace dominating
the boards and shutting down upperclassmen on defense. No matter what
we asked of Chloe and Grace they did
it and they did it with smiles on their
faces,” Coach McKeon said.
With limited time on the court,
sophomore Emma Pietrewicz finished
with 37 points, 13 assists, 10 rebounds
and three steals. Lefteris contributed
15 points, 13 rebounds, two assists
and a steal. Luzzi and freshman Ava
Pravlik received court time primarily
for defensive purposes.
“I could not be prouder of each and
everyone of these girls. It was a great
season and I’m sad to see it end. All of
these ladies are the true definition of
‘team’ ”, coach McKeon expressed.

to this year’s award winners!

Our success begins and ends with our top performing associates and their legendary service.

Jacqueline Mandell

Paloma Reis

Amy Levine

Don Villane

NJ REALTORS®
Circle of Excellence
Sales Award, Gold - 2018

NJ REALTORS®
Circle of Excellence
Sales Award, Gold - 2018

NJ REALTORS®
Circle of Excellence
Sales Award, Silver - 2018

NJ REALTORS®
Circle of Excellence
Sales Award, Silver - 2018

Tara Floyd DeMizio

Carol A. Digraci

Maria Dimopoulos

Hannah Hergenhan

Peter Lisciotto

Virginia Zachariades

NJ REALTORS®
Circle of Excellence
Sales Award, Bronze - 2018

NJ REALTORS®
Circle of Excellence
Sales Award, Bronze - 2018

NJ REALTORS®
Circle of Excellence
Sales Award, Bronze - 2018

NJ REALTORS®
Circle of Excellence
Sales Award, Bronze - 2018

NJ REALTORS®
Circle of Excellence
Sales Award, Bronze - 2018

NJ REALTORS®
Circle of Excellence
Sales Award, Bronze - 2018
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FSPY Men’s 30+ Basketball
League Semi Playoff Results:

CLASSIFIEDS
N. PLAINFIELD ESTATE SALE

LYNN-ETTE & SONS, INC

126 Sandford Avenue
Sat. 3/23 & Sun. 3/24
10am -3pm
Furniture, Antiques & Collectibles,
Hoosier, Artwork, Mirrors, Glass,
China, Toys, Books, Records,
Wicker, Canoe, Trunks, Tools &
Much More! For pics & info
DovetailsUSA.com

LYNN-ETTE & SONS, INC, KENT,
NY needs 8 temporary workers 3/
24/2019 to 12/31/2019, work tools,
supplies, equipment provided
without cost to worker. Housing
will be available without cost to
workers who cannot reasonably
return to their permanent
residence at the end of the work
day. Transportation reimbursement and subsistence is
provided upon completion of 15
days or 50% of the work contract.
Work is guaranteed for 3/4 of the
workdays during the contract
period. $13.25 per hr or applicable
piece rate. Applicants to apply
contact (866) 466-9757 for your
nearest State Workforce Agency
office or apply for the job at the
nearest local office of the SWA
Job order #1289368. will plant,
hoe, weed and package cabbage,
butternut Squash and snap Beans.
performing duties and combination
of the following duties: box, carton,
crate, card board, bulk, bags.
washed and trims produce,
preparatory to packing, working in
warehouse sort produce according
to size color, or grade before
packing. May weigh produce and
add or remove produce from
container, bag or bin to Specified
weight. Floors will be swept and
barn clean before packing. worker
requires Standing, sitting, lifting
up to 60 lbs and kneeling. No
Smoking allowed no cell phone
use. All food Safety policies must
be followed while working. 3
months experience required in
work listed. WWW.50STATES.

FOR SALE

2011 CHEVY CRUZ LT FOR
SALE. 75 K MILES-WHITE
WITH BLACK INTERIORCLEAN, NO ACCIDENTS, RUNS
GREAT, $4800. CALL OR TEXT
(908) 803-3587
CIRCLE FRUIT FARMS, INC

CIRCLE R FRUIT FARMS, INC.,
KENT. N.Y. needs 24 temporary
workers 3/26/2019 to 11/30/2019,
work tools, supplies, equipment
provided without cost to worker.
Housing will be available without
cost to workers who cannot
reasonably return to their
permanent residence at the end
of the work day. Transportation
reimbursement and subsistence
is provided upon completion of 15
days or 50% of the work contract.
Work is guaranteed for 3/4 of the
workdays during the contract
period $13.25 per hr or applicable
piece rate. Applicants to apply
contact (866) 466-9757 for your
nearest State Workforce Agency
office or apply for the job at the
nearest local office of the SWA
Job order #1289497. Prune trees
and pick apples for fresh market
and/or processing and juice.
Productivity must be at least 3
bins per day of fresh market and 4
bins a day of processing fruit.
Workers must be physically able
to pick tree fruit, most of which is
done on ladders, with lower
branches being picked from
ground. Picked fruit is placed in a
metal frame canvas covered
picking bucket with canvas straps
that slip over the head and rest on
shoulders, weighing 40 lbs.
Pruning trees require handling of
chain saws with weather
conditions being below 20
degrees. Workers maybe
instructed to selectively pick
mature fruit according to size and
color and other USDA standards.
Employees are required to have
pro. per hygiene and follow GAP
requirements.
3
months
experience required in the
aforementioned.
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

4 temp farmworkers needed
4/22/19 – 11/28/19. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with growing cabbage according
to their supervisor’s instructions.
Workers will have extensive
periods of sitting, standing,
walking, pushing, pulling, repetitive
movement, frequent stooping and
lifting 60lbs. Must have 3 months
experience hand harvesting
cabbage on a commercial farm &
affirmative job reference. May
random drug test at employer’s
expense. Guaranteed at least 3/4
of contract hours but hours will
vary according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed or
be less than 40 hours. Work tools,
supplies, equipment provided at
no cost. Housing provided for noncommuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion.
EOE. Worksites in Genesee,
Monroe & Orleans Co., NY. Report
or send a resume to the nearest
NJ Career Center office or call
908-412-7980 & ref job
#NY1292048. SJ Starowitz Farms
LLC – Byron, NY

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HUNGRY LIKE THE WOLF...Cougar senior Matt Doran, top, begins to settle
his prey during his District 14 220-lb semifinal bout that he won 9-3.

Cougar Matmen Captured
Fifth Straight UCT Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Senior Dean Smith competed at
132-lbs, took third in the UCT and
first in the district, finishing with a
22-9 record.
“Dean has been a big part of the
program for all four years and I was
happy to see him achieve so much
along the way,” Coach Gorman commented.
Senior Zach Blevins, with his football mentality, battled it out at 195lbs, placed third in the UCT and third
in the district to finish 25-11.
“Blevins! Here’s a guy who decided
to come back to wrestling and he made
the right choice because with his frame
and strength, he won a lot of matches
that were very important for the team,”
Coach Gorman said.
The final senior in the lineup, Matt
Doran, affectionately known as
Duran, Duran, was always hungry
like the wolf wrestling at 220-lbs,
way above his normal weight. But he
placed fifth in the UCT, second in the
district and finished 27-8.
“What many people may not know
is that Doran, aka ‘The Wolf’, had
issues with his weight throughout the
season. Unlike many other wrestlers
across the state Doran was not cutting
weight. He had trouble being heavy
enough to compete at 220. He would
be eating sandwiches on the bus to
every match and drinking water bottles
before getting on the scale just to
weigh over the 182-lb mark and be
eligible for 220. You wouldn’t know
that if you watched him wrestle the
much heavier guys because he’s as
strong as many of them if not stron-

ger,” Coach Gorman revealed.
For the underclassmen, junior Evan
Kanterman grew into the 170-lb class
and did very well to place second in
the UCT, third in the district and fifth
in the region to finish with a 31-10
record. Junior Justin AlpaughMcLean competed at 182-lbs and
placed fifth in the UCT and third in
the district to finish 19-15. Junior
Will Fernandez, who won the crucial
bout to put the Cougars over the top
against Rahway, competed at 113lbs, placed fifth in the UCT, second in
the district and finished 18-18.
Junior Patrick Kalnins competed at
120-lbs, placed third in the UCT,
third in the district and finished 2217. Sophomore Jimmy Gluck placed
fourth in the UCT at 126-lbs and
finished 10-10. Freshman Ronan
Waters competed at 106-lbs and finished 7-20 and on the other end of the
scale wrestling the big boys at 285lbs, freshman Kevin Shriner placed
fourth in the UCT and finished with a
14-17 record.
A large and talented number of
Cougars will graduate but with the
depth of the program, one could bet
that the team will be competitive next
year.
“It was a lot of fun coaching these
seniors over their career and they will
all be missed, but they know that the
championships that they earned over
the years will never fade away and
that their time here in the program is
now part of the success story of
Cranford wrestling,” Coach Gorman
concluded.

Denver Outlaws Draft
Hobart Laxman Aslanian
Hobart College senior attackman
Chris Aslanian (The Hun School of
Princeton/Westfield) was drafted by
the Denver Outlaws in the 2019 Major League Lacrosse Collegiate
Draft. He was chosen with the final
pick of the second round (18th overall).
Aslanian is tied for the Hobart Division I scoring record with 162 career points. He is also tied for second
on the Statesmen Division I career
assists list with 79. He needs six more
assists to tie Cam Stone ’14 for the D1
record. In his 52 career games,
Aslanian has logged 83 career goals.
He is tied for 15th on Hobart’s alltime scoring list and tied for 11th on
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
TAKE NOTICE that on Monday, March
11, 2019, the Planning Board of the Township of Scotch Plains, Union County, New
Jersey, adopted the following resolutions:
Robert J. Pansulla, Esq., an attorney
of the State of New Jersey with the law firm
of Finazzo Cossolini O’Leary Meola &
Hager, LLC, located at 67 East Park Place,
Suite 901, Morristown, New Jersey, was
appointed Attorney to the Planning Board
for the period effective from January 1,
2019 to December 31, 2019.
Ferriero Engineering, Inc., 180 Main
Street, Chester, New Jersey, was appointed Consulting Engineer to the Planning Board for the period effective from
January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019.
Harbor Consultants, Inc. 320 North
Avenue East, Cranford, New Jersey was
appointed Consulting Planner to the Planning Board for the period effective from
January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019.
Shannon Rapant, of Cranford, New
Jersey, was appointed Clerk/Land Use
Administrator to the Planning Board for the
period effective from January 1, 2019 to
December 31, 2019.
The Resolutions memorializing said approvals were duly presented and adopted
by the Planning Board at its regular meeting on March 11, 2019. A copy of said
Resolutions have been filed in the office of
the Planning Board and/or the office of the
Municipal Clerk and are available for public inspection.
Shannon Rapant
Clerk/Land Use Administrator
1 T - 3/21/19, The Times
Fee: $36.21

the all-time assists list.
A starter in all five games this spring,
Aslanian leads the Statesmen with 29
points and 19 assists. He has chipped
in 10 goals. He posted a season-high
seven points on five goals and two
assists in a season-opening 21-12 win
over Canisius. Aslanian has posted at
least five points in each of Hobart’s
games this season.
Aslanian was named to the AllNEC second team in 2017. He was
tabbed the NEC Rookie of the Year in
2016 and earned a spot on the
conference’s all-rookie team.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
The Tax Assessment List for The Town
of Westfield for the 2019 Tax Year will be
open for inspection Thursday March 28,
2019 between the hours of 8:30 A.M. and
4:30 P.M. in the Tax Assessors Office,
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield.
Annmarie Switzer, CTA
Tax Assessor
1 T - 3/21/19, The Leader
Fee: $11.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on April 4, 2019 at 7:30 pm, at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the application for a Temporary Operating Permit
for Archana Parmar and Chandra Sarkar,
1630 Raritan Road, Block 14001, Lot 3, R1 Zone who propose to retain ten (10)
shipping containers at the rear of the aforementioned property contrary to the following section of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.5, R-1 Residential Zone:
The placement and/or storage of cargo
type containers not normally used in the
operation of a single family residence in a
single family zone is prohibited…
Permission for a period of one (1) year,
if granted, is pursuant to Section 23-4.3
allowing for temporary permission to retain ten (10) shipping containers.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 3/21/19, The Times
Fee: $28.05

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

A standing room only crowd was
treated to two scintillating Final Four
showdowns during semifinal playoff
week in the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA Men’s 30+ Basketball League
on March 17. And, as the dust settled,
the top seed survived, advancing to
the title game against a seven seed
that, in late January, no one could
have predicted would be one step
away from hoisting a championship
trophy.
Draymond 49, Lightning with a
Splash of Thunder 46: They had met
earlier this winter, with Draymond
winning a squeaker, 47-44, over the
Lightning, so this re-match between
the 1 seed and 4 seed promised to be
a fight to the finish. The battle, certainly, lived up to all expectations.
Diaper dandy Taj Belfield notched
a game-high 16 pts, and Capt. Jamal
Berry tossed in 14, propelling the
tournament favorites to next week’s
Finals. Dray’s supporting cast of
rookie standout John Lukko (8), and
veterans Vic Bauer (4) and Dave
Berger (4) proved to be pivotal.
The Thunder found themselves
down 11 at the intermission, 34-23,
but rallied in stanza two behind sophomore sensation Orlando Jean-Charles
(15 pts), all-league performer Warren
Lowe (13), and Capt. Troy Sims (11),
only to fall a splash short in the end.
First-year baller Rick Harris added 5

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL SEASON...The Holy Trinity 8th Grade boys basketball team completed a successful 2018-2019 season going 11-4 and earning a trip
to the championship game held at Union Catholic on March 11. Pictured, left to
right, are: Tim Kobin, Matthew Sturchio, Ethan Stack, Jack McCue, Harry
Petrovcik, Jonathon Boufarah, Theo Sica, Ben Kelly, CJ Dencker, Luke Hobbie
and (not in photo Eamon Collins and Tyler DelVecchio).

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 19-07-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 19-05-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on March 18, 2019. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday.
This Ordinance amends Chapter 184 of
the Borough Code relating Land Use.
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on April 1, 2019, at
7:00 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 03/21/19, The Times Fee: $19.38

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on March 18, 2019. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday.
This Ordinance establishes a sewer rate
for 2019.
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on April 1, 2019, at
7:00 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 03/21/19, The Times Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

the hour named. The Board of Education
and the Architect assume no responsibility
for bids mailed or misdirected in delivery.
· Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-26, the
bidder must be pre-qualified by the New
Jersey Division of Property Management
and Construction (DPMC) prior to the date
that bids are received if the cost of the work
exceeds $20,000. Any bid submitted under the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Prequalification/Classification Certificate may
be rejected as being non-responsible to
bid requirements.
·
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18:18A-25,
each proposal shall be accompanied by a
Consent of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with a
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to furnish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Consent of Surety shall
be executed by an approved surety company authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 2A-44-143, and 2A:44-144
and with the three highest rating categories of rating companies nationally recognized and listed as per Appendix A (go to
www.nj.gov/dobi/surety.htm).
· Bidding shall be in conformance with
the applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. the “Public Schools
Contracts Law.”
· This project is subject to the New Jersey Prevailing Wage Act, N.J.S.A. 34:1156.27 et seq.
· Per N.J.S.A. 52:32-44(b) all contractors and subcontractors must provide a
Business Registration Certificate prior to
contract award.
· “The Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq.
(P.L. 199, c.238) requires bidders and
their subcontractors to be registered with
the New Jersey Department of Labor and
Workforce Development and to possess a
current certificate by said Department indicating compliance with the Act prior to the
time and date that bids are received.
· All bidders must comply with the requirements Laws Against Discrimination
N.J.S.A. 10:5-1 et seq., Affirmative Action
Regulations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L.
1975, c.127), N.J.S.A. 17:27-1.1 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.8. An Initial Project
Workforce Report will be required from the
successful bidder (Form AA-201).
· No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
60 days after the date set for the opening
thereof. The right is reserved to reject all
bids or to waive any minor informalities in
the bidding in accordance with applicable
law.
BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.
Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator/
Board Secretary
1 T - 3/21/19, The Leader Fee: $118.32

BID NOTICE

HEADING TO NATIONALS...The Union County College Lady Owls women’s
basketball team qualified for the National Championships.

UCC Women Cagers Qualify
For National Championship
CRANFORD –The Union County
College Women’s Basketball Team is
heading to the National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA)
Division II Women’s Basketball National Championship Tournament
from March 19 to 23 in Harrison,
Arkansas. On March 10, the team
competed in the NJCAA Women’s
Basketball District N Championship
Tournament defeating Lackawanna
College, 69-64, to qualify for the
championship. This is the second year
in a row that the team has qualified to
compete in the national championship.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF DECISION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that by resolution memorialized on February 26, 2019,
the Planning Board of the Borough of
Mountainside granted approval to Anthony
R. Davis Agency, Inc. for a change in
tenancy with sign replacements and with
continuation of current deficiencies for required front yard setback and number of
parking spaces, for the property known as
865 Mountain Avenue, Borough of
Mountainside, which property is identified
on the tax maps of the Borough of
Mountainside as Block 13, Lot 5. The property is located in Borough’s B (Business)
Zone.
Please take further notice that the resolution of approval, maps, plans, applications and other related documents submitted with the application are on file and
available for inspection in the Planning
Board Office, Municipal Building/Borough
Hall, Second Floor, 1385 Route 22,
Mountainside, New Jersey, during regular
business days from 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon,
and from 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Brown Moskowitz and Kallen, P.C.
Attorneys for Applicant
By: Richard S. Schkolnick
Anthony R. Davis Agency, Inc.
1 T - 3/21/19, The Leader
Fee: $29.07

In addition to winning the District
N Championship, the Lady Owls also
won the Region XIX Division II and
Garden State Athletic Conference
Championships. Union’s Jessica
Washington received the Region XIX
Tournament MVP award. She led all
scorers with 20 points.
Head Coach Marbely Montas, a
former Lady Owl and a 2007 graduate of Union County College, was
named the Region XIX Coach of the
Year for a second year.
“We are exceedingly proud of our
scholar-athletes. For a second year,
under the leadership of Coach Montas,
these women have worked very hard,
both inside the classroom and on the
court, to have another successful season. We are excited to be cheering for
our Lady Owls in the Championship,”
stated Union President Margaret M.
McMenamin.
For more information on the Union
County College Women’s Basketball
team, visit www.unionowls.com. For
more information on the NJCAA National
Tournament,
visit
www.njcaa.org.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, February 25, 2019 the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, endorsed the Jerusalem Road
Redevelopment Plan. The Resolution
memorializing said approval was duly presented and adopted by said Planning Board
at the regular meeting on March 11, 2019.
A copy of said Resolution has been filed
in the office of the Planning Board and/or
the office of the Municipal Clerk and is
available for public inspection.
Shannon Rapant
Clerk/Land Use Administrator
1 T - 3/21/19, The Times
Fee: $15.81

markers in defeat.
RunAsOne 46, SuperSonics 43:
They were sputtering with an anemic
1-5 record as the calendar turned to
February, and RunAsOne was essentially DunAsOne. Their prospects
were bleaker than the frigid weather
forecast, but, then, a misfortunate injury to one of his bench players forced
Capt. Jason Shann to scour the free
agent wire for a replacement. The
new addition, Charles Lott, would be
huge, both literally and figuratively.
The 6-8 Lott’s turnaround baseline
10-footer with 1:10 remaining put the
Runners ahead for good, 44-43, then
Lott calmly sank two free throws 30
seconds later, as 7 seed RunAsOne
held off a super Sonic squad to punch
its ticket to the Big Dance’s grand ball.
Lott poured in 18 pts and grabbed
12 boards, fab frosh R.B. Alverna
tallied 11, and Shann contributed 7
and 7 as RunAs improved to 5-0 in
contests featuring newcomer Lott.
The 3 seed Sonics were paced by
Capt. Steve Murray (13), sharpshooter
Brendan Ryan (11), and 8 pts apiece
from James Patrick and Joe Ruocco.
RunAsOne and Draymond squared
off just once in the regular season,
with Draymond prevailing, 57-51, in
Week Four. However, that was in 2019
B.C. (Before Charles).
The Championship will be held this
Sunday at 11:30.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Westfield Board of Education will receive
bids for TV Studio Renovations at
Westfield High School, together with all
work incidental hereto, in accordance with
the requirements of the drawings and specifications prepared by Fraytak Veisz
Hopkins Duthie, P.C. (FVHD) ArchitectsPlanners, FVHD #5108.
Bids will be received for:
Single Overall Contract (C008 or
C009 with C030, C032, C047)
Sealed bids are due by April 18, 2019,
10:00 AM to the Westfield Board of Education, attention of Ms. Dana Sullivan, Business Administrator, Room 101, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, and
will be publicly opened and read immediately thereafter.
Prebid Meeting is schedule for April 3,
2019, 3:30 PM, at Westfield High School,
550 Dorian Road, Westfield, New Jersey
07090. Attendance is recommended.
Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
New Jersey 08618, www.fvhdpc.com, and
may be inspected by prospective bidders
during regular business hours. Any bidder
should contact the Architect’s Office at
(609) 883-7101 to confirm availability of
documents. Bid Documents will be available from the Architect for a non-refundable fee of $100.00 for disk or upon deposit of $200.00 for each paper set, checks
payable to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie,
P.C. If contractor requests shipping, a direct shipping account number must be
provided to the Architect and for paper
sets, a separate non-refundable handling
fee of $25.00 per set payable in advance.
Deposits will be refunded only if the bid
documents are returned in whole in good
condition, bound in proper order, unmarked and returned within ten (10) days
after the opening of bids, by a Bidder
submitting a bona fide bid. Bidders should
only rely on original digital and paper versions of the bidding contract documents
obtained directly from the Architect’s office. All questions must be sent only via
mail or facsimile at (609) 883-2694 with
the job number referenced.
Bid Proposal shall be submitted in duplicate (one original and one copy) in a
separate sealed envelope addressed to
the owner; bearing the name and address
of the bidder written on the face of the
envelope; and clearly marked “BID” with
the contract title and/or bid number on the
outside of the envelope and must be accompanied by a Certified Check, Cashier’s
Check or Bid Bond drawn to the order of
the Owner for not less than ten percent
(10%) of the amount of the bid, but in no
case in excess of $20,000.00; and must be
delivered to the above place on or before

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

SUFFRAGE LEADER...The Plainfield Historical Society invites the community
to its event entitled “Reclaiming Our Voice: New Jersey’s Central Role in the Fight
for Woman Suffrage” this Sunday, March 24, at 2 p.m., at the Drake House
Museum in Plainfield. Pictured is Carol Simon Levin, portraying Lillian Feickert,
president of the New Jersey Woman Suffrage Association from 1912 to 1920.

Event to Celebrate Jersey’s
Role In Women’s Suffrage
PLAINFIELD — The Historical
Society of Plainfield will host a lecture entitled “Reclaiming Our Voice:
New Jersey’s Central Role in the Fight
for Woman Suffrage” this Sunday,
March 24, starting at 2 p.m., at the
Drake House Museum.
Carol Simon Levin will portray
Lillian Feickert, president of the New
Jersey Woman Suffrage Association
from 1912 to 1920, who lived in
Plainfield and North Plainfield. She
will tell the story of the role of New
Jersey women in the long struggle for
women’s suffrage.
Ms. Levin is a retired librarian, author, storyteller and program presenter
based in Bedminster. In 2016 she wrote
a book, “Remembering The Ladies:
From Patriots in Petticoats to Presidential Candidates,” about amazing
American women. The interactive
book, illustrated by 36 artists, tells the
lost stories of fascinating and forgotten women in American history.

In addition to a coloring page, each
entry includes a short biography, a
fact and a quote by the woman. It
includes recommendations for further reading for children, teens and
adults and suggestions for activities
and activism and places to visit.
This program is made possible by the
Historical Society of Plainfield/Drake
House Museum. Attendees are invited
to wear white to the event in a tribute to
United States suffragists. Seating is limited and is on a first-come, first-served
basis. Light refreshments will be served.
Admission is free to Historical Society
members; donations from non-members are always appreciated.
The Drake House Museum is located at 602 West Front Street,
Plainfield. Donations are always appreciated. On-site parking is available. For directions and more information about the Drake House and
the Historical Society of Plainfield,
visit drakehouseplainfieldnj.org.

Honor Roll

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School - 2nd Marking Period
Read next week’s newspaper to see Grades 9 and 10 Honor Roll.

Grade 12
High Honor Roll
Angela Arvizzigno, Katyana Avila,
Aubrey Bagdonas, James Bagdonas,
Julia Barnes, Patricia Bolivar, Laura
Brady, Thomas Brown, Drew
Burfeindt, Kyle Burton, Kara Bush,
Michelle Cagnassola, Gianna Calligy,
Peter Canevari, Gianni Caro Esposito,
Matthew Carrascoso, Anna Ciarrocca,
Sarah Citarella, Madison Coleman,
Noah Costanzo, Jessica DeBellis,
Lilliana Dec, Patrick Dembiec, Stefanie DeVizio, Ashley Diamond,
Christina DiBella, Gabrielle
Dickstein, Michael Dieu, Angelo
DiNizo, Nicholas Dionisio, Carly
Dvorin, Tyler Dvorin, Jessica
Edelman, Hope Edwards, Zachary
Evangelista, Alex Ferrara, Cristabella
Fortna, Mary Fossaceca, Benjamin
Fox, Colette Franciscus, Madison
Gal, William Gale, Pedro Garcia,
Julianne Garner, Luke Gelling, Isaiah
Goff, Sarah Gorman, Brandon Green,
Vanessa Handy, Cassidy Haugh,
Madison Haugh, Jaclyn Horre, Payton
Howell, Jannine Huby, Sophia Iacona,
Raina Jablon, Kaitlyn Jackmin, Ryan
Johnson, John Kayser, Gabriella
Kowalczyk, Ben Kuperschmid,
Alexandra Lahetta, Julianna
Lamagna, Dominick Lamastra, Jeffrey Lapidus, Thomas Larmore, Ava
Leichtling, Sandraann Leporiere
Cordone, Melanie Litwin, Carina
Lopac, Ricardo Lopez, Amy Magrino,
Reina
Makimura,
Isabelle
Malaussena, Casandra Martoccia,
Dorian Mayo, Graham McAlindin,
Angelica Mencia, Rae Mikula, Daniel
Mitchell, Massimo Modica, Kaylee
Moniz, Nicole Muenzen, Jake
Murphy, Jude Musano, Caroline
Nguyen, Colin O’Brien, Victoria
O’Connor, Alex Oslislo, Laura
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 19-06-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on March 18, 2019. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday.
This Ordinance amends Chapter 280 of
the Borough Code relating to Wreckers
and Towing.
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on April 1, 2019, at
7:00 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 03/21/19, The Times Fee: $19.89

Pansulla, Ariana Picart, Julia Poeschl,
Jonathan Ramos, Daniel Resnicoff,
Jelani Richardson, Justin Rizzi,
Margot Rizzi, Amanda Robbins, Zoe
Rouder, Rachel Rowen, Molly Ryan,
Thomas Ryan, Jessica Sadel, Sadie
Salgado, Abigail Saperstein, Kara
Schramm, Jacob Schulman, Maya
Schwartzman, Max Seefeldt, Christopher Sekiya, Shalini Shah, Joshua
Sklarin, Audrey Smith, Nicholas
Smith, Emily Smulewitz, Olivia
Speranza, Max Steele, Jessica Szulc,
Nicole Tavares, Marco Toupence,
Maggie Traina, Anthony Triwahjudi,
Joshua Venick, Isabella Verga, Dakota Verrico, Justin Walsh, Caroline
Warren, Adam Weiner, Elizabeth
Weinreb, Jovi Williams, Elena
Wollman, Saiyanna Womack, Isaac
Wong, Lucy Zhang, Julia Zucosky

Grade 12
Honor Roll
Ryan Ackerman, Grace Ahlin,
Hamza Ali, Alexa Anselmo, Persis
Baah, Christopher Bagdonas, Josiah
Baik, Amanda Ball, Zachary Barash,
Ashley Barros, Sara Barshap, Lauren
Barth, Christian Blanco, Emilia
Boissonneault, Freya Natasha Buison,
Tierra Buissereth, Kevin Calabria,
Joshua Canavan, Rachella Carlino,
Gianna Cassara, Giancarlo Castro,
Christopher Catuogno, Alan Chen,
Kevin Chin, Ryan Cleary, Elizabeth
Daniskas, Eboni Davis, Anita Dazzo,
Anna Decker, Riley DeProspero, Anthony DeShields, Alyssa DeSimone,
Daniel Donaldson, Meghan Duthie,
Kelsey Fay, Matthew Fazzino, Casey
Ferguson, Miguel Fontora, Jessica
Friebely, Justin Giaimo, Theodore
Giandana, Samuel Goetz, Vadim
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, February 25, 2019, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, approved the application of
Jon Bramnick for preliminary and final site
plan approval with bulk variance and waiver
relief to construct a parking lot while maintaining the structure and uses and consolidate the existing lots located at 1944-1958
Westfield Avenue, also known as Block
2201, Lots 1 and 2 (owned by Funny Lawyer, LLC), and Lot 3 (owned by Morvay,
LLC). The Resolution memorializing said
approval was duly presented and adopted
by the Planning Board at its regularly scheduled meeting on March 11, 2019. A copy
of said Resolution has been filed in the
office of the Planning Board and/or the
office of the Municipal Clerk and is available for public inspection.
Shannon Rapant
Clerk/ Land Use Administrator
1 T - 3/21/19, The Times
Fee: $22.44

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES
WESTFIELD
Friday, March 8, Rashad Deeb, 25,
of Linden was arrested on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession
of drug paraphernalia pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue
and Cedar Street. Deeb was transported to police headquarters, processed and released on a summons.
Sunday, March 10, Leonard Gold,
49, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of Mountain Avenue
near Driftway Place. He was transported to police headquarters, processed and released to a sober adult.
Sunday, March 10, James Damon,
27, of Rahway was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance (marijuana) under 50 grams pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop in the area of Elm
and Quimby Streets. He was transported to police headquarters, processed and released with a summons.
Monday, March 11, Craig J. Kobrin,
52, of Westfield was arrested on Linden Avenue near Saunders Avenue and
charged with DWI pursuant to an investigation of a report of someone
leaving the scene of an accident. He
was transported to police headquarters, where he was processed and released to a responsible adult with a
court date pending.
Thursday, March 14, a resident of
Elizabeth responded to police headquarters and reported being a victim of
a motor vehicle burglary and theft. The
victim stated that her vehicle was parked
on Kimball Avenue when one or more
unknown suspects entered the vehicle
and stole a black purse containing identification and $200 in cash. The total
value of the stolen items is $275.
Thursday, March 14, a resident of
the 700 block of Fairacres Avenue
reported being a victim of identity
theft and fraud. The victim stated that
one or more unknown suspects used
her identity and attempted to open
fraudulent credit cards in her name.
The individual or persons also attempted to use the victim’s existing
credit cards to make fraudulent
transactions at retail stores.
Thursday, March 14, Kendrick
Magazine, 41, of South Plainfield
was arrested at the Plainfield Police
Department on a Westfield Municipal Court traffic warrant in the amount
of $1,039. He was transported to police headquarters, where he was processed and held pending a court appearance.
Gorbaty, Sara Greene, Shane
Hernandez, Jake Hogan, Jack
Hosmer, John Huby, Kier Hunt,
Suzanne Jackson, Stenli Kanu,
Dimitrios Kastanos, Thomas Laucik,
Justin Lo, Julia Lomonte, Hannah
Lyman, Brent Mankin, Jared
Mascioli, Shannon McCreesh, Brenna
McNamara, Ethan Melville, Ryan
Metzger, Sophia Mineo-Pankiewitz,
Matthew Monroy, Niyah Nathaniel,
Chloe Nelson, James Oakes-Garcia,
Stephen Oduro, Julia Pankiewitz, Jack
Pedersen, Conor Peterson, Taylor
Phifer-Fitch, Carter Pomponio, Anthony Porter, Ryan Puri, Maryam
Ramjohn, Eric Refinski, Kayla
Reisberg, Timothy Roden, Alex
Rodriguez, Martin Rogoff, Daniela
Russo, Nicole Scarano, Cheryl
Schneider, Rachel Schuman, Kevin
Sheil, Edward Smith, Jacob Steinberg,
Jacqueline Stovall, Rachel Tang, Kyle
Tannenbaum, Juliet Trifiro, Anthony
Vallejo, Mateo Velez, Steven
Verrastro, Maria Villeda, James
Walsh, George Waweru, Charles
Widder, Morgan Wilson, Daniel
Wright, Abigail Yarbenet, Imran
Zubair

Grade 11
High Honor Roll
Amir Abdelmalak, Nicholas Alber,
Connor Alchus, Dylan Allen,
Gabrielle Aloe, Kaitlyn Amato, Taylor Arrogante, Delaney Baliko,
Marissa Bamrick, Joseph Barge,
Sydney Blacker, Julianna Blanco,
Josephine Blundo, Patrick Bourke,
Alexandra Boylan, Michael Braun,
Morgan Brown, Nicole Brozak,
Charles Bunin, Catherine Buren,
Kristen Buro, Remy Cardarelli, Lucas
Carinhas, Summer Carver, Josephine
Cerino, Jonathan Chaillet, Alexa
Chan, Antoinette Chango, Katherine
Chouinard, Julie Ciccarino, Garret
Clausen, Jordan Clement, Guadalupe
Coahuilas, Michael Couso, Daniel
Coyle, Mia Craven, Sabrina Cruz,
Nicole DeFrancesco, Carina DelCore,
Juliana
Denning,
Michael
DiFrancesco, Christopher Downey,
Sophie Drapkin, Matthew Dreyfus,
Colin Dwyer, Sean Fanning, Colin
Fitzgerald, Justin Fletcher, Ryan
Flynn, Alex Forman, Abigail Friedman, Lauren G, Nicholas Giamella,
Kayla Giuffi, Liam Giuliani, Mason
Glod, Jada Gomillion, Mary Jane
Gonzales, Christina Gubernat, Akhil
Gundra, Jake Hahn, Samantha Hall,
Sarah Hall, Savannah Hall, Emma
Hastrup, Emily Herman, Olivia
Hobbs, Sarah Horn, Mia Hunter,
Christos Ioannidis, Nicholas
Januszanis, Vikram Kalsi, Tara
Kenoff, Lauren Kieltyka, Jacqueline
Kirian, Gabrielle Klausner, Jordan
Kleinbaum, Brooke Klurman, Miriam
Kother, Ana Kurdovanidze, Mariami
Kurdovanidze, Nicholas LaFerrera,
Ashleigh Lancaster, Hannah
Lancaster, Margaret Lapolla, Erin
Lay, Elizabeth Ley, Neena Lomuscio,
Joy Lytch, Valeria Macchini, Aleezah
Madraswalla, Ian McCormack, James
McNichol, Harrison Mills, Jessica

Friday, March 15, Lawanna Winn,
33, of East Orange was arrested near
the intersection of East North Avenue
and Fourth Avenue on a Newark traffic
warrant, in the amount of $350, pursuant to a motor vehicle stop. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released
on her own recognizance with a pending Newark Municipal Court date.
SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, March 11, Brian R.
Brown, 36, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of the
Union County Sheriff’s Department
during a motor vehicle stop. Brown
additionally was charged with possession of prescription legend drugs.
He was transported to police headquarters, processed and transported
to the Union County jail.
Friday, March 15, a resident of
Raritan Road reported damage to their
mailbox, which occurred during the
overnight hours. Additional mailboxes in the area also were damaged.
Saturday, March 16, Sean J. Ortega,
20, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Neptune
during a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.
Sunday, March 17, Monique B.
Crump, 30, of Sayreville was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of Elizabeth during a motor vehicle stop. She
was transported to police headquarters and processed.
Monday, March 18, Derric J.
Coleman, 23, of Plainfield was arrested on outstanding warrants out of
Fanwood, Union and Plainfield during a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.
Monday, March 18, Jenifer AcostaNunez, 20, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of Scotch
Plains. She was processed and released.
Monday, March 18, police responded to a house fire on the 1500
block of Rahway Road. Upon arrival,
police found the home engulfed in
flames. All residents had safely evacuated the home. The Scotch Plains Fire
Department as well as the Fanwood
Fire Department responded to the
scene. The Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad as well as the Fanwood Rescue
Squad responded as a precaution. The
fire was eventually brought under
control with heavy damage to the
Mongold, Ryan Montagna, Ethan
Morrobel, Christina Mouckas, Matthew Mouckas, Christopher Muskus,
Cassidy Novello, John O’Connor,
Alyssa Pankiewitz, Evan Paul, Jadie
Pearl, Katelyn Perez, Philleshia
Pershay-Spearman,
Lindsey
Porchetta, Athena Postlewait, Sophie
Pritchett, Esteban Quinones, Sarah
Rata, Hiren Reddy, Isabella
Richardson, Dana Ricketts, Cassie
Robinson, Felipe Rodrigues, Sarai
Romero, Robert Root, Alexander
Rossi, Mallory Rothweiler, Irina
Ruzina, Henry Saltzman, Jake Samitt,
Samantha Samuelian, Julia Sassoon,
Frederick Saunders, Victoria Savoca,
Maria Schmidt, Rachel Schoss, David
Schulman, Olivia Shih, Amari
Singley, Madilynne Slifer, Julia
Solsky, Skylar Stagaard, Brett Strug,
Emma Thumann, Madison Toll,
Gabriella Tomon, Yunus Tozlu,
Andres Trujillo, Christopher
Tsuchiya, Caroline Vivanco, Kaitlyn
Walsh, Brian Weideli, Brandon
Weinberg, Grace White, Kaelah
Wiggins, Sophia Wilkins, Lexa
Winigrad, Harrison Wustefeld, Keri
Yang, Samantha Yip, Jonathan Yu,
Julia Yu, Alley Zakarin, Kelly
Zimmerman, Rachel Zucker

Grade 11
Honor Roll
Sandra Abdelmalak, Katina
Ackerman, Olivia Adams, Amira
Aliane, Mia Alvarez, Taylor Anthony,
Jared Arkin, Jake Arrogante, Lauren
Azzarello, Mallory Banks, Michael
Besante, Jacob Bottomly, William
Brady, Declan Byrne, Catherine
Carter, Sofia Casimiro, Lea Cerini,
Ryan Ciarrocca, James Cirillo, Justin
Clark, Aliyah Daniel, Devon
Danielovich, John Deitch, Robert
Dencker, Madison Diamond, Gabriel
Donatelli, Kayleigh Downey, Jessica
Eggert, Samuel Feinberg, Isabella
Fiore, Jennifer Fleck, Alvaro FurfaroRodriguez, Lucia Furfaro-Rodriguez,
Maritza Garcia, Michaela Genty,
Emily Grill, Ryan Gumpel, Keli
Hayes, Lily Higgins, Patrick Howard,
Brian Huang, Brigit Jacob, Emelyne
Johns, Emily Jones, Malcolm Kahora,
Nicole Kenny, Gabrielle Khan,
Prabvir Kukreja, Jessica Lancaster,
Charles Levine, Alex Levy, Antonio
Lomonte, Jordan Lowrey, Raion
Magallanes, Samantha Mahmet, Jordan Margolis, Caden Mari, Clara
Masback, Danasia McDonald, Carys
McDowell, Kayla Nitti, Emma
O’Brien, Christina Pham, Grace
Ponterio, Ethan Rafal, Christian
Ramalho, Gabriella Ramos, Aadith
Ratish, Samuel Reeson, Patrick Ritter,
William Robertson, Lucas Route,
Carolina Samuelian, Damian Santos,
Julianna Scarcella, Grace Schiller,
Laura Schmidt, Megan Sheehy,
Gwendolyn Sleat, Carter Slifer, Carly
Spellman, Anne Stuart, Maya
Sutterlin, Michael Tardi, Meghan
Taylor, Derick Vega, Kaylah Webb,
Ryan Widman, Jayson WilliamsJohnson, Eli Wolman, Tara Wolman,
Olivia Zambrio
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residence. No injuries were reported.
Monday, March 18, a resident of
Colonia reported the theft of her purse
from her motor vehicle, which was
parked at a Martine Avenue facility.
The matter is under investigation.
Monday, March 18, after a monthslong investigation involving the
Mountainside Police Department and
the Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office, an arrest was made regarding a
residential burglary reported to the
Scotch Plains Police Department in
January 2019 on Fawn Ridge Drive.
Steven A. Saulter, 51, of Teaneck was
arrested and charged with burglary and
theft. He was processed and currently is
incarcerated in the Bergen County jail.
CRANFORD
Tuesday, March 5, Reginald
Durham, 24, of New York City was
arrested and charged with possession
of under 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue East and the Garden State
Parkway 137 Exchange for a brake
lamp out. Durham, a passenger in the
vehicle, was processed and provided
with a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, the driver was issued motor vehicle summonses for an
unregistered vehicle, unclear plates,
maintenance of lamps, no valid insurance card and uninsured vehicle.
Thursday, March 7, Michael Egidio,
32, of Middletown was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance and possession
of drug paraphernalia after police units
were dispatched to Eastman Street regarding an individual sleeping in a
motor vehicle. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested the
driver, Egidio, for suspected heroin
found inside the vehicle. He was processed and provided with a state Superior Court appearance date. In addition, he was issued motor vehicle sum-

On Borrowed Time
Closes Saturday
WESTFIELD — On Borrowed
Time, a drama by Paul Osborn,
continues Friday, March 22, at 8
p.m., and Saturday, March 23, at
8 p.m., at Westfield Community
Players.
It is directed by Linda Viel,
produced by Anne King, and
stage managed by Anne King.
Westfield Community Players
is located at 1000 North Avenue
West, Westfield.
For tickets, call (908) 2321221.
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monses for driving with a suspended
license, obstructed view and possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Thursday, March 7, Joel Colon, 34,
of Linden and Vicky Ventura, 25, of
Elizabeth were arrested and charged
with possession of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS), possession
of under 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop at Centennial Avenue and Buchanan Street for a
seatbelt violation. Following an investigation at the scene, police arrested
the driver and a passenger, Ventura
and Colon, respectively, for suspected
THC edibles and marijuana found inside the vehicle. They were both processed and provided with state Superior Court appearance dates. In addition, the driver was issued motor vehicle summonses for no valid insurance card in her possession, a seatbelt
violation, maintenance of lamps and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.
Friday, March 8, Matthew Casarola,
26, of Marlboro was arrested and
charged with possession of a CDS,
under the influence of a CDS, possession of drug paraphernalia and driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
police units were dispatched to a threecar motor vehicle crash on the 300
block of North Avenue East. Following an investigation on scene, one of
the drivers, Casarola, was arrested
for DWI and suspected heroin found
in his possession. He was processed
and provided with a state Superior
Court appearance date. In addition,
he was issued motor vehicle summonses for careless driving, reckless
driving, obstructing traffic, tailgating
and possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Monday, March 11, police received
a report alleging a business on the 1100
block of Raritan Road was selling ecigarette products to minors. After an
investigation, police charged the business with selling an e-cigarette product
to a minor. The business was served
with a summons and provided with a
municipal court appearance date.
Monday, March 11, Ahmed Golson,
21, of Hillside was arrested and charged
with possession of a controlled dangerous substance and possession of
drug paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop at Raritan Road and
Coleman Avenue for tinted windows.
Following an investigation on scene,
the driver, Golson, was arrested and
charged for suspected THC vape cartridges found inside the vehicle. He
was processed and provided with a
state Superior Court appearance date.
In addition, he was issued motor vehicle summonses for tinted windows,
unclear plates and possession of a
CDS in a motor vehicle.

Peter Rosky Joins Meeker Sharkey & Hurley
As Senior VP, Practice Leader, Employee Benefits
BASKING RIDGE, N.J. – Meeker ployee PEO group. He understands
Sharkey & Hurley has appointed Pe- the buyers’ perspective, too.”
Mr. Rosky joined Meeker Sharkey
ter Rosky as Senior Vice President,
& Hurley from the NIP
Practice Leader, EmGroup insurance agency,
ployee Benefits to lead
where he served as a Sethe insurance agency’s
nior Consultant to
team of employee benExtensis PEO. His extenefits professionals.
sive employee benefit exMeeker Sharkey &
perience includes serving
Hurley is a leading proas Senior Benefits Convider of employee bensultant for Corporate Synefits, risk management
ergies Group as well as
and insurance services
Vice President for USI Inwith expertise in commersurance Services and
cial insurance and perWharton/Lyon & Lyon.
sonal lines. The agency
He is a graduate of
has offices in Cranford,
Montclair
State UniverBasking Ridge and Wall
Peter Rosky
sity and resides with his
Township.
“With his 30 years of experience, family in Wayne.
About Meeker Sharkey & Hurley
the addition of Peter to lead our emServing the community since the
ployee benefits team will enable us to
better serve our clients,” said Tom 1860s, Meeker Sharkey & Hurley proSharkey, president, Meeker Sharkey vides both personal and commercial
& Hurley. “His experience with ben- insurance, employee benefits and risk
efit administration systems, health management services. In 2014, the
plan underwriting, and healthcare plan firm merged with the James F. Hurley
design will help our clients imple- Insurance Agency. The firm is noted
ment more comprehensive, cost-ef- for its dedicated associates, high-qualfective employee benefit programs. ity client experiences, personal attenWhat’s more, Peter has also been on tion and customized commercial risk
the ‘buy-side’ of the employee ben- management and benefit strategies for
efits business as the purchaser of mid-market companies in the Tri-State
health insurance for a 22,000 em- region. For more information, visit
www.meekersharkey.com.
PUBLIC NOTICE
Paid Bulletin Board
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
goleader.com/form/bulletin
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 19th of March
2019.
ORDINANCE 2019-3
ORDINANCE ADOPTING A
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
FOR AN “AREA IN NEED OF
REDEVELOPMENT” KNOWN
AS
THE
“BOWCRAFT
AMUSEMENT PARK REDEVELOPMENT PLAN” CONSISTING OF BLOCK 4802,
LOTS 9, 10, 11 & 12, AS
SHOWN ON THE TAX MAP
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-7, AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII ENTITLED
“ZONING” BY THE AMENDMENT OF SUBSECTION 233.2 ENTITLED “ZONING
MAP”, AND BY THE ADDITION OF NEW SUBSECTION
23-9.3
ENTITLED
“BOWCRAFT AMUSEMENT
PARK REDEVELOPMENT
PLAN (BLOCK 4802, LOTS 9,
10, 11 & 12)”.
ORDINANCE 2019-4
ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES.
BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK
1 T - 03/21/19, The Times Fee: $37.23

Openings Remain For
Cursive Writing Class
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historical Society has announced that
a few spots are still available for its
Introductory Mini-Course in Cursive
Handwriting. The two-session course
will be offered on consecutive Saturdays, March 23 and 30, from 10 to
11:30 a.m. It will be held at the Reeve
History and Cultural Resource Center, located at 314 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield.
Retired teacher Kathy Barrett will
provide the instruction. Mrs. Barrett
will teach the basics of penmanship
using the Zaner-Bloser method. Over
the two sessions, participants will be
exposed to size, shape, slant and spacing, which will culminate in the creation of a personal style and signature.
Anyone in third grade and above is
welcome, including adults. There is a
$20 fee per student for the course,
payable to the Westfield Historical
Society by the first day of class. Participation is limited to a maximum of
12 students and materials will be provided. To register, call the Westfield
Historical Society at (908) 654-1794
or
contact
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.
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Dollars for Students
Fundraiser, Mar. 30-31

FINALISTS...Three Westfield teams are advancing to the Odyssey of the Mind
state finals, after placing first in a regional competition on March 10. Pictured here
are members of the Tamaques Division 1 team with students from both Tamaques
and Jefferson Schools. Pictured, front, left to right, are: Madeline Schlitzer, Etta
Schaefer; Middle: Nikki Patel, Sonya Seideman; Back: Alice Schaefer, Mahie
Panjwani. Not pictured: Bridget Whitlock.

Westfield Students Move to
Odyssey of the Mind Finals
WESTFIELD — Forty Westfield
students, working in teams, demonstrated creativity, ingenuity, and presentation skills in specific problemsolving categories at the Gateway
Regional Odyssey of the Mind Tournament on March 10 in Edison. Three
teams placed first, advancing to the
Odyssey of the Mind New Jersey
State Finals on April 6 in Ewing.
Odyssey of the Mind is an international educational program for students
from kindergarten through college.
According to njootm.org, “team members apply their ingenuity and creativity to solve problems that range from
building mechanical devices to presenting their own interpretation of literary classics,” bringing their solutions to
regional, state and world competitions.
“All of the students prepared solutions to long-term problems that were
presented at competition and judged
for creativity and style of the solution,”
said Suzanne Rosenthal, Volunteer
Coordinator of the Westfield Odyssey
of the Mind. “The students also must
face a “spontaneous” problem onsite at
the competition to show their ability to
improvise and display teamwork.”
The Gateway Regional Competition results are as follows:
Westfield Primary Division team Honorary Mention: Lilly Carotenuto,
Anya Desai, Zoya Jaggi, Zain Nasser,
Madelyn May, Vani Srivastav and
Leah Wood with Coach Mohammed
Nasser.

Edison Intermediate School Division 1, Classics Team - Fifth Place:
Anya Ausiello, William Crozier, Zoe
Hohlfeld, Liam Kilbourn, Ben Lyons,
William Song, and Cecilia Wiggins
with Coach Tara McGroddy.
Edison Intermediate School Division 2, Vehicle Team - First Place:
Benjamin Ackerman, Ted Crall, Lucas
Gunzberg, Owen Ing, Avery Keith,
Nathan Reynders, and Maxwell Rotter
with Coaches Aaron Keith and Ken
Rotter.
Edison Intermediate School Division 2, Technical Team - Third Place:
Carson Donnelly, Benjamin Duan,
Jamie Foerst, Jessica Lee, Ian
LeWarn, and Daniel Pierce (Roosevelt
Intermediate School) with Coach Cara
Foerst.
McKinley Division 1, Technical First Place: Christian Buonopane,
Emma Crall (Wilson School), Amelia
Ing (Wilson), Dylan Lagrimas,
Madeleine Smith, and Logan Welsh
with Coaches Hilary Crall and
Suzanne Welsh.
Tamaques Division 1, Classics First Place: Mahie Panjwani
(Jefferson School), Nikki Patel, Alice
Schaefer, Etta Schaefer, Madeline
Schlitzer (Jefferson), Sonya Seideman
(Jefferson), and Bridget Whitlock
(Jefferson) with Coaches Lee
Schaefer and Mary Wickens.
For more information, visit
www.njootm.org
or
email
WestfieldOdyssey@gmail.com.

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
— On Saturday, March 30, and Sunday, March 31, the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation will
once again roll out its signature
fundraiser Dollars for Students, but
this year with a different twist. Once
again, the Foundation will partner
with high school students; however,
this year, students won’t be knocking
on your door - our student partners
will participate in a Canning Drive.
They will stand in front of area
businesses; in Scotch Plains at John’s
Meat Market, Massa Pizza, Bagels
Plus, Dunkin’ Donuts, Scotch Plains
QuickChek and the Scotch Plains Post
Office. In Fanwood, at Fanwood Bagel, Fanwood QuickChek, the
Fanwood Grille, the Railside Café,
and the Fanwood Post Office.
Foundation President Mary Ball

Cappio said, “Community support for
Dollars for Students has always been
very strong and we’re counting on the
community once again. Please partner with us for the future of our students and our community. Look for
students participating in this Canning
Drive, use the Donate button at,
www.spfscholarshipfoundation.org
or send a check to Scotch Plains
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation,
P.O. Box 123, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.
100 percent of the funds raised
directly support scholarship aid to
high school and college students living in Scotch Plains and Fanwood. In
its 52-year history, the Foundation
has distributed $3,227,552 to 3,104
students. In 2018, the Foundation distributed $156,150 to 97 students. In
2019, 164 students have applied for
scholarship assistance.

Douglas Gee of WF Earns
First Place in Spelling Bee
WESTFIELD – Douglas Gee
from Westfield, a 5th grader at
McKinley Elementary School, won
first place at the State Spelling Bee.
The New Jersey State Federation
of Women’s Clubs announced the
Top 3 winners of the State Spelling
Bee, held on Saturday, March 9,
2019, at NJSFWC Headquarters on
the campus of Douglass Residential
College at Rutgers University in
New Brunswick. After ten rounds
to determine the first and second
and third place finalists, “chaotic”
was the winning word.
Douglas’ local bee was sponsored
by the Junior Woman’s Club of
Westfield and he was a finalist in
the Liberty District Bee. He received

a $100 VISA gift card.
Second place went to Sanjana Sri
Veggalam. She is from Parsippany
and is a 5th grade student at Mt.
Tabor Elementary School. Sanjana’s
local bee was sponsored by the
Woman’s Club of Parsippany-Troy
Hills and was a finalist in the Highlands District Bee. She was awarded
a $75 VISA gift card.
Third place went to Ysabel Godet.
Ysabel is a resident of North
Brunswick and is a 5th grader at St.
Bartholomew’s, she won the local
bee sponsored by the East
Brunswick Woman’s Club and was
a finalist in the College District
Bee. She received at $50 VISA gift
card.

PREPARE FOR TAKEOFF...Middle School students at The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison enjoyed a STEAM workshop this month focused on building a
rocket. Andrea Barnett, Middle School science teacher, and Marc Spivak, Director of Technology and Innovation, demonstrated the launching of a home-made
rocket designed around a water bottle. Students built their own rockets and
needed to follow directions, accurately measure and successfully cut the parts to
use on their own rocket. They also built altitude trackers and studied the math
needed to calculate the height. Pictured, Yousef Sakr of Westfield prepares his
rocket for takeoff.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Students Help Raise Money
For Children’s Hospital

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia
Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.

AREA — Jasmine Mcmorran of
Westfield, Aislinn O’Keefe of
Mountainside and Chloe Schafer of
Westfield helped raise a collective sum
of $117,530.29 for the University of
Vermont Children’s Hospital through
active participation in RALLYTHON
- UVM’s annual year-long student-led
fundraiser and 12-hour dance marathon in support of Vermont’s local
Children’s Miracle Network Hospital.
By the conclusion of this year’s
fundraising, Jasmine and Chloe raised
enough money to each earn the distinction of “Miracle Maker” - a title
given to participants who have
fundraised between $250 - $499 over
the course of the year.
By the conclusion of this year’s
fundraising, Aislinn raised enough
money to reach the “Dancer Goal” - a
distinction given to participants who
have fundraised between $100 - $249
over the course of the year.
RALLYTHON is a student-led yearlong fundraiser, which culminates in a
12-hour dance marathon, signifying
the average length of a nurse’s shift at

Vermont’s local Children’s Miracle
Network
Hospital.
During
RALLYTHON, which took place on
Saturday, March 2, students heard stories from patient families treated at the
UVM Children’s Hospital and engaged
with champions - current and past
patients of the hospital, while
fundraising, participating in games,
and dancing until the final reveal their
annual fundraising total.
UVM’s RALLYTHON is organized
in collaboration between UVM’s Department of Student Life and the University of Vermont Medical Center.
Through its five years in existence,
participant students have raised over
$378,000 for the UVM Children’s
Hospital – 100 percent of which stay
local to support local kids. This
fundraised money is crucial to the
support of patients at the UVM
Children’s Hospital, and goes towards
the purchase of everything from lifesaving equipment and medicine to supplies meant to enhance the experience
for patients and their families during
their treatment.

Board Certified

The Law Offices Of

John Chang, D.D.S.

Lisa M. Black, LLC

Board Certified

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

908-232-1231
555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,
Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

ODYSSEY OF THE MIND...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Odyssey of the
Mind team won first place in their category at the NJ Odyssey of the Mind
Gateway Regional Tournament last Saturday March 9. There were two teams
from Scotch Plains - a Division III team (high school students) and, pictured, a
Division I team (elementary school students.)

SPFHS Takes First Place
At Odyssey of the Mind
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) participated
in the 2019 Gateway Regional Tournament of the NJ Odyssey of the
Mind (OoTM) held on Saturday
March 9, at John Adams Middle
School in Edison.
Four SPF High School students
represented the school in the competition within the “Hide in Plain Sight”
category for Division III in their inaugural year of entry. At Odyssey of the
Mind (OoTM) tournaments, there are
two phases of competition- the first is
the Long-Term Problem phase and
the second is the Spontaneous Problem phase.
SPF High School students, Gabby
Khan, Zander Webb, Alanah Scott
and Grace Ahlin spent several months
working to solve the Hide in Plain
Sight Long Term problem. The goal
was to craft and construct a teammade mechanical creature that hides
in plain sight. The creature was required to have changed its appearance three times to avoid being detected by a Searcher character trying
to find it. Our students proved to be
fierce competitors in both phases of
competition and ended up dominating the Hide in Plain Sight category.
When asked how they felt about their
first time at the tournament, Gabby
Khan replied, “It can be a grueling
experience at times, but when you
walk out of it— whether you won or
lost— you know it was worth it.”
Recognizing the high bar set by
other Division III teams, the team entered the competition not with the expectation to win but to do their best
and represent their school and their
town with pride. The team built a
creature that incorporated mechanical, auditory and visual-electronic capability. The theme was bold but ended
up being a well-calculated risk that
contributed to their first place standing. As a result, the SPF High School
OoTM team earned a place to compete in the NJ State OoTM Tournament to be held at Ewing High School
on April 6, in Ewing Township, N.J.
OoTM has four divisions, with
Division I being from grades K-5.
With their youngest in fourth grade,
the coaches of the high school team
formed a Division I team comprised
of seven students currently attending
elementary schools in the district and
sponsored by Biomedical Research
Institute of America: Anwar Khan,
John Laudman, Mark Migliaccio,
Brandon Nguyen, Knevin Pilley and

Jackson Viscardi-Carelse of Evergreen School and Robbie Platts of
School One. They quickly learned to
work together as a team and true to
the spirit of the competition, developed the solution for their chosen
long-term problem. They worked diligently to build a mythical creature to
compete in the Hide in Plain Sight
category for Division I. The team
placed fourth overall in their category
and earned the second highest score
in the Spontaneous Challenge phase.
When the boys were asked how they
thought they did during the competition, Anwar Khan claimed, “[They]
thought [they’d] be judged harshly
but by the time [they] were done it
was more about the fun [they] had.”
Coaches of the SPFHS and Biomedical Research Institute of America
OoTM teams were Arif and Cynthia
Khan. Bob Platts and Christine
Laudman served as the Biomed IRB
team’s Team Volunteer and Team
Judge, respectively.
Arif and Cynthia Khan experienced
OoTM for the first time when their
eldest child was in middle school and
whilst residing in Connecticut. The
immense intellectual latitude, imaginative showmanship and creative display of students’ problem solutions
was mind-blowing and inspired Arif
and Cynthia to search for and ultimately start an OoTM contingent here
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood area.
The end-game is to build diverse,
resilient and strong teams in SPF to
compete in every category and every
division at OoTM tournaments all
over the world. Such notoriety would
bring further prestige to the SPF
School District.
If one is interested in starting or
joining an OoTM team in the SPF
area, they may reach out to Arif and
Cynthia at the SPF area OoTM email
address: spfootm@gmail.com.
The Odyssey of the Mind, established in 1978, is an international
educational program that provides
creative problem-solving opportunities for students from kindergarten
through college. Team members apply their ingenuity and creativity to
solve problems that range from building mechanical devices to presenting
their own interpretation of literary
classics. They then bring their solutions to competition on the regional,
state, and world level. Thousands of
teams from throughout the U.S. and
about 25 other countries from around
the world participate in the program.

SAFETY AMBASSADORS...Upper School students at The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison who participate in the Robert Wood Johnson Safety Ambassador
program concluded this year’s safety instructional sessions with their second trip
to the second grade classroom recently. Items addressed included Safety In and
Around Cars, Pedestrian Safety, How to Prevent Falls, and Proper Use of Helmets
in Wheeled Sports. Pictured with Dawn Francavilla, Director of Student Life,
from left, are: Alexandra Vargas of Dunellen, Judy Minnium of Scotch Plains,
Ricardo Garces of North Brunswick, Kallie Schildge of Westfield, Sarah Hoffman
of Cranford, Kelton Estabrook of Plainfield, Shane Kornecki of Colonia and Ryan
Petela of Clark.
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Westfield’s Best Kept Secret:
Mostly Music

FOLLOW THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD…Congratulations to the cast and
crew of The Wizard of Oz for staging a wonderful weekend run of the classic
musical in the Berry Performing Arts Center at The Wardlaw+Hartridge School
in Edison. Kallie Schildge of Westfield delivered a magnificent performance as
Dorothy and was joined on stage by a cast representing all three divisions of the
school in this unique production. Other leading players included Shane Kornecki
of Colonia as the Cowardly Lion, Jason Kisare of Bridgewater as the Scarecrow,
Jerry Zhang of Edison as the Tin Man, Jaden Dugenio of Branchburg as the
Wicked Witch, Alexandra Vargas of Dunellen as Glinda and Neil Shah of Edison
as the Wizard of Oz.

Cranford High School’s Hello, Dolly!
~continued~
orchestra’s upbeat version of that song
and a colorful kaleidoscope of groups
in the parade.
Act II is a whirlwind of more fun with
“The Waiters Gallop” and the iconic
title song with the star descending the
staircase. When pandemonium breaks
out at the Harmonia Gardens Restaurant, everyone is hauled into court where
Cornelius declares his love for Irene in
his tender, “It Only Takes a Moment.”
Hats off to Ms. Massa for the staging of
that scene where the company is
squeezed into a pen-like spot. They
perfectly whip their heads back and
forth in unison to see the ping-ponglike dialogue being delivered.
One of the most magical moments
of the night is “So Long Dearie,” where
Nora lets loose vocally. The comfortable range in her low register helps her

soar in this comic number that hurls
zingers at Horace. Her reverse psychology works, and Horace finally
realizes he wants to marry her.
Yes, this is a show filled with superstar performers, whose acting, singing
and dancing chops are shared, but
mention must be made of the dancing
ensemble that gets to strut its stuff.
And we know “there are no small
parts,” so a nod must be given to
Andrew Gordon as Ambrose Kemper,
Erin Blake, who wails throughout as
Ermengarde, Katie Manhardt as
Ernestina Money, and Matthew
Mallick as head waiter Rudolf.
The small, but mighty orchestra,
under the baton of Musical Director
Matthew Hosmer, planted the musical
seed that kept the audience humming
the title song all the way home.

POPCORN
Captain Marvel
Brave New Suffragette
3 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Unless you’re a card-carrying,
dyed-in-the-wool devotee of comic
book film extravaganzas like Captain Marvel, they are extremely difficult to follow. Each is chockfull of
series lore, a veritable encyclopedia
of minutiae that aficionados of the
genre demand, and from which they
deliriously kvell when given the slightest opportunity to relate in oral treatise. While too lazy to submerge my
gray matter into the seemingly endless intricacies each example of the
filmic breed holds, I am respectful of
the passion, even if it’s just to prove
I’m not as much a fuddy-duddy and
beside the point as I actually am.
As a stranger in a strange land, my
modus operandi is to stay calm and
not despair just because I don’t have
a built-in libretto and have absolutely
no idea what’s going on. Rather, I let
it wash over me and, like a fisherman
in a fast-moving stream loaded with
salmon, am thrilled whenever I catch
just one discernible thought or motivation. Proud as a cat brandishing
before his master a mouse he has just
nabbed, I might take a celebratory
break from the action to visit the
concession stand and, whilst purchasing my box of Goobers®, offhandedly relate, “Yeah, they just figured
out the force field was a ploy by the
Pythagoreans. So, it’ll be a while
before Xenon and his Antithetical
Accelerants establish a foothold on
the new planet, thus freeing the Mendacities from their Past Memory State.
But excuse me, does that Supreme
Bucket Popcorn for $11.99, the one
listed as ‘best value,’ come with unlimited refills…even if you take it
home and bring it back with you next
time?”
These films are packed with metaphors and, to protect myself from
trivia overload, I delineate the various factors. Thus, I established, after
it becomes evident, at least to me, that
Brie Larson’s Captain Marvel, superheroine and women’s icon
extraordinaire, represents everything
that is good about America. Whereas
the poor, misunderstood Skrulls are
the immigrants demonized by the
Krees, an aggressive faction masquerading as patriots but in their evil hearts
just a bunch of would-be supremacists disingenuously wrapping themselves in a pseudo veil of justice and
freedom.
Naturally, Captain Marvel’s path is
populated, in a high-tech way, with an
“Alice in Wonderland”-like cast of
characters…some bad, some good,
and some falling into the gray area, if
only to dangle that redemption is always possible. There is much buzz
about energy forces, and our gal goes
through a crucible of identity crises
on her way to earning title character
status. Obscurity reigns. But I’ve almost come to embrace the
confusion…wafting about in the mystifying abyss of the Brave New World
in which I’ve been thrust. Once I’m
sure Captain Marvel is who we think
she should be, albeit hassled by the
Supreme Intelligence (Annette
Bening) who would demand her loy-

alty, I fix my compass in her direction. She might as well be the Statue
of Liberty, representative of what the
Founding Fathers had imagined back
in 1776.
Thus concludes the sociopolitical,
diatribe portion of my film criticism.
Now, on to the glitz. For those only
concerned with the bread and circus
aspect of what a moving picture might
offer them, rejoicing is in order. Directors Anna Boden and Ryan Fleck generously dump metric tons of cuttingedge special effects into the public
trough. Wiz-zoom-bang go the rocket
ships, the weapons of the future and
the magical superpower rays that emanate from Captain Marvel’s fingertips.
She’s really something, a stunning force
for good, unmatched except maybe by
the current freshman class of young
lady congresswomen. She is our Jean
d’Arc in a spandex jumpsuit, making
Gloria Steinem proud as she follows in
the heroic ethos Gal Gadot’s Wonder
Woman (2017) recently seared into
pop culture, and once again striking an
emblematic example of the lyrics,
“Anything you can do, I can do better.”
You don’t have to be the dad of a
little girl to have a cheering interest in
the awesomely positive message that
Captain Marvel blasts across the
screen. However, fathering a daughter does give you a front row seat at
the injustice that’s been perpetrated
ever since Oog told Marge that her
place is in the cave, cooking mastodon and sewing loin cloths. So you
hope that the Great Unwashed will
get with the program and realize that
our civilization needs all hands on
deck. Prejudice, whether meant to
stultify the progress of a race or a
gender, is the evil handmaiden of
oppression, and Captain Marvel convincingly gives notice that she’ll have
none of it.
Captain Marvel, rated PG-13, is a
Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures
release directed by Anna Boden and
Ryan Fleck and stars Brie Larson,
Jude Law and Samuel L. Jackson.
Running time: 124 minutes.

WESTFIELD — There is a wellkept secret in Westfield that’s been
around for almost 40 years. Westfield
is home to the Mostly Music chamber
music series. Five times a season,
Mostly Music brings outstanding artists along with commentary about the
musical pieces and the composers to
New Jersey at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield on Sunday afternoons at
3:30 p.m.
This spring, the March 24 concert
will feature string concertos by Bach,
Tartini, Haydn and Kreisler. “We are
thrilled to bring three spectacular violinists to Westfield in an afternoon of
Baroque violin concertos,” enthused
Mostly Music’s artistic director and
renowned violist Paul Neubauer. “They
include two up and coming superstar
violinists: Arnaud Sussmann, who has
performed with such orchestras as the
American Symphony, Paris Chamber
Orchestra, Jerusalem Symphony,
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra and
the Mariinsky Orchestra; and Benjamin Beilman, who will perform this
spring in Australia, Japan, London,
Amsterdam and throughout the United
States. They are joined by veteran
violin soloist Daniel Phillips, Fred
Sherry on cello, Antony Manzo on
bass and Jeffery Grossman on harpsichord.

“On April 14, cellist Peter Wiley
and pianist William Wolfram will join
me in playing Beethoven’s Trio for
Piano, Viola and Cello; Chopin’s
Sonata for Cello and Piano and
Brahms Trio for Viola, Cello and
Piano; plus the World Premiere of
“The Butterflies are Bust” for Solo
and Viola by David Brin and the New
Jersey Premiere of Impromptu for
Viola and Piano by Shostakovich,”
remarked Neubauer.
The 2018-19 season will conclude
on May 19 with an afternoon with Ani
Kavafian, violin soloist with the New
York, Philadelphia, Cleveland, Detroit
and San Francisco symphony orchestras; Ida Kavafian, member of the
Beaux Arts Trio, Opus One, Tashi, and
Trio Valtorna; Edward Arron, cellist
of the renowned Ehnes Quartet; and
Keith Robinson, founding member of
the Miami String Quartet. “We will be
playing what is considered one of the
greatest works of chamber music—
the string quintet of Franz Schubert—
as well as a suite for strings by Alfredo
D’Ambrosio, a romantic composer
from Naples, Italy,” noted Neubauer.
Tickets can be purchased at the
door for $35. Students under 21 are
invited for free. For additional information go to http://mostlymusic.org
or call (908) 789-8578.

Fanwood Library Hosts
Makers Day, Celtic Music
FANWOOD –The Fanwood Memorial Library invites the public on Saturday, March 23, for the 5th annual NJ
Makers Day. Drop in anytime between
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. to try a variety of
STEM activities. The Westfield High
School Robotics team will show guests
how to drive their robot, participants
can make a paper circuit craft, check
out a new coding language, try our
button maker, build a catapult, and build
with our Big Blue Imagination Blocks.
Adults and children can also register
for our felting class that takes place on
March 23 from 11 a.m. to noon. Space
is limited for this class, so call or stop by
the library to sign up. All other Makers
Day activities are open and ongoing
throughout the day.
On Sunday, March 24, head back to
the library at 2 p.m. to hear Slateford
Creek play Irish and Scottish music.
This event is also free and open to the
public.
Slateford Creek is Jan and Jeff
Ausfahl, a singing, Irish and Scottish
music duo who perform on the banjo,
guitar, penny whistle, tambourine, various shakers and rattles, and concertina.
Mr. Ausfahl spent his childhood in
Glasgow, Scotland playing the snare
drum in the local bagpipe band. He has

a bachelor’s degree in jazz guitar from
Berklee College of Music and a master’s
in classical guitar from Montclair State
University.
Ms. Ausfahl played the trombone
before taking up the washboard in the
band Cracked Walnuts and has since
added the Irish tin whistle, the Italian
tamburello, the English concertina, and
Colombian maracas into Celtic music.
This musical program is presented
by the Friends of the Fanwood Memorial Library. For more information about
this or Makers Day call the library at
(908)
322-6400
or
visit
www.fanwoodlibrary.org.

Sensory Friendly Ballet
Performance Sat.
COUNTY – The next performance
in the Sensory Friendly Theatre series is the beloved ballet classic Sleeping Beauty, performed by the New
Jersey Ballet Company on Saturday,
March 23, at 2 p.m. at the Union
County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) located at 1601 Irving
Street in Rahway. All tickets for are
$8 per person and can be purchased at
ucpac.org or by calling the box office
at (732) 499-8226.

Submit Musical Club of Westfield
Scholarship Auditions by April 1
WESTFIELD — The Musical
Club of Westfield, founded in 1915,
is a 501©3 organization devoted to
fostering and encouraging music,
providing performance opportunities and supporting college aged
musicians through scholarships. Students planning on majoring in music
are invited to audition for scholarships ranging from $1,000 to $3,000,

which are renewable for up to four
years.
The application deadline for the
2019 scholarship auditions is April 1.
Applications and additional information may be found by visiting
musicalclubofwestfield.org, or by
contacting Clarissa Nolde at
cnoldestudio@gmail.org or Sondra
Tommam at jtammam@aol.

SCHOLARSHIPS IN MUSIC....Pictured is a jazz performance by 2018 Musical
Club of Westfield Scholarship Winners Lucille Ritter (drums), Antonio Peer
(guitar) and Catherine Moore (piano). The deadline for this year’s scholarship
auditions is April 1. See the release above for more information.

GALA PARTNERS…Mercedes-Benz of Union will be the corporate sponsor for
New Jersey Festival Orchestra’s (NJFO) upcoming fundraising Gala “Saturday
Night Fever” on April 6. Pictured here, with the Mercedes S-class, from left to
right, are: Mercedes-Benz of Union’s General Manager, Daniel Liguori, Sue
Hengstler,Mercedes-Benz of Union Financial Controller, Elizabeth Ryan, NJFO
Marketing Director, David Wroe, NJFO Music Director and conductor, John
Weber, Mercedes Sales and Leasing Agent, Keith Hertell President, NJFO Board
of Trustees.

Mercedes-Benz of Union
Is Sponsor for NJFO Gala
WESTFIELD – The Board of Trustees of New Jersey Festival Orchestra
(NJFO) cordially invites the community to boogie on down and support
the arts at the 2019 NJFO grand
fundraising Gala “Saturday Night
Fever” on Saturday, April 6, at
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains.
In making the announcement earlier this week, Keith Hertell, President of the NJFO Board of Trustees,
also shared the news that Mercedes
Benz dealer Mercedes-Benz of Union
will be the Gala Sponsor for the celebration, which will include a magnificent cocktail reception, gourmet
dinner, disco dancing, luxury raffles,
and red-carpet photos.
“We are thrilled and honored to be
associated with such a wonderful celebration and crucial fundraising
event,” remarked Daniel Liguori,
Mercedes-Benz of Union’s General
Manager. “There are very few suburban towns across America with an
orchestra of the caliber of NJFO. We
have been constantly dazzled over
the years by its performances and we
are delighted to help ensure that
Westfield and the surrounding community will have access to this fine
music for many years to come.”
“We invite the entire community to
put on their dancing shoes and join us
for a groovy evening of ’70s-style
celebration,” said Mr. Hertell. “This
is a unique opportunity to have fun
and simultaneously support critical
NJFO missions.”
Mr. Hertell explained that proceeds
from the Gala will help to ensure that
world class professional music will
continue to thrive in Westfield and
beyond. Monies raised will also sup-

port the NJFO mission to bring the
joy of music to underserved communities, develop music education programs for children, and bring music
therapy programs to hospitals and
hospices.
In addition to a 50/50 cash raffle,
this year’s Gala will offer an array of
unique items and experiences for auction including get-away packages to
exotic locations, tickets to some of
the best theater locations in N.Y. and
N.J., premium ticket packages for
sporting events, as well as eclectic
New York dining opportunities.
A silent auction of items donated
by local retailers, restaurants and businesses will also run throughout the
evening. The event will culminate in
the drawing of the winners for the 5050 cash raffle. Raffle tickets may be
purchased at the NJFO office and
winners need not be present to claim
the prize.
In his statement, Mr. Hertell also
acknowledged the outstanding generosity of associate sponsor PNC
Wealth Management commenting,
“The arts are again taking a fiscal hit
this year. It is essential that we rally to
fill the gap in public funding in order
to continue the tradition of offering
professional live music within our
community.”
Invitations to “Saturday Night Fever” and raffle ticket order forms
have been mailed to NJFO subscribers and supporters, but attendance is
open to the public.
To learn more about the event or to
purchase tickets which are available
on a first-come first-served basis, the
public is invited to go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or to call
the NJFO office at (908) 232-9400.

WHS Musical Sweet Charity
~continued~
“There’s Gotta Be Something Better than This” by Helene, Nickie and
Charity lets them share their hopes
for another vocation. Their simple,
primary-colored dresses vibrantly
echo the set’s colors. (Marvelous costumes are supervised by Christine
Hahn and designed by student Lauren
Logozzo). At the end of Act I, Charity
gets stuck in an elevator with a nerdy
tax accountant, Oscar, (Matthew
Meixner) and her life takes a turn for
the better. Matthew’s physical dexterity and nervous gestures in this
role ring true without making his character a caricature.
For one of their first dates, Oscar
takes Charity to Rhythm of Life
Church meeting that’s a hoot with
Daddy Brubeck (the hilarious Sean
Marner) in his rose-colored glasses
and his followers in riotous, hippie
garb. The number rocks the house
physically and vocally.
Later, stranded at the top of a
Ferris wheel in Coney Island, Char-

ity and Oscar confess things to each
other and are betrothed. Afterwards,
Charity becomes reflective in her
hauntingly beautiful rendition of
“Where Am I Going?”
In the “I’m a Brass Band” number, the title star sizzles and the
ensemble, in black leotards, red
suspenders and bowler hats, do justice to Fosse’s choreography. At the
surprise going away party thrown
for Charity, Herman steals the scene
in “I Love to Cry at Weddings” with
his fun falsetto.
No matter how sparkling a lead is,
though, without a supporting cast
that is her/his equal, a show is uneven. Director Daniel Devlin has
seen to it that every single part is
filled with stellar talent. From the
spot-on lightning, split-second scene
changes, to the near-perfect sound
cues, each teen and adult overseer
did the job of a professional. Bravo
to all who had a hand in mounting
this sweetheart of a show.

The Oratorio Singers
of Westfield
Trent Johnson, Music Director
39th Annual Concert

Sonic Spectacular!
Music for Chorus, Organ,
Brass and Percussion

Sweet
Sixteen
Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

Mozart: Te Deum laudamus
Mendelssohn: Selections from ELIJAH and CHRISTUS
Gigout: Grand Choeur Dialog
Music of English composers including Sir Edward Elgar,
Sir John Rutter, Charles Wood, John Ireland & Stephen Adams

THE JAMES WARD MANSION

First United Methodist Church
One East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey

8JUIPOFFWFOUBUBUJNFBOEPOFFWFOUBEBZ 
“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”JTBOPČFSZPVDBOOPUSFGVTF

ćF+BNFT8BSE.BOTJPOt&BTU#SPBE4USFFUt8FTUĕFME /+tt

www.jameswardmansion.com

Sunday, March 31, 2019 at 3 PM
Donations at the Door: $20 for adults, $15 seniors & youth
For concert information call 908-656-7418 or 908-889-5696
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Westfield High School Theatre
Department’s Charity is Sweet
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

‘It Only Takes a Moment’ to
Fall in Love with Dolly at CHS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Move over
Shirley MacLaine…there’s a new kid
in town playing the role you and
Gwen Verdon made famous in the
musical Sweet Charity. Maybe it’s
her 1,000-watt smile, her effortless
high kicks, a Broadway voice to die
for, or the fact that she looks so
vulnerable in that oversized trench
coat. Not sure exactly, but we’ve
fallen in love with Charity Hope
Valentine, played by super-star
Nicole Player, in Westfield High
School (WHS) Theatre Department’s
amazing production of the Neil
Simon, Dorothy Fields and Cy
Coleman musical held last weekend.
From the downbeat of the first explosive note of the overture, the lights
dramatically reflect the thrust of the
music supplied by a hardy band of 25
professionals including nine “almost
professional” students. Led by conductor/musical director John
Brzozowski, the brass and percussion – heavy band supports the Cy
Coleman score with excitement.
Atop a huge set (by Roy Chambers
and Jack Frankola) that features

Mondrian panels in primary colors of
yellow, blue and green, dual flying
screens announce various part of the
show. Although the time frame is 1966,
the use of projections on those screens
is 21st century cutting edge as seen in
Broadway’s Mean Girls, King Kong
and the Off-Broadway musical Super
Hero. Leave it to the WHS team of
technical director (Matthew DiFabio),
scenic designers (Roy Chambers and
Jack Frankola) and director (Daniel
Devlin) to be in the know.
“You run your heart like a hotel,”
dance hall hostess pal Nickie (Elis
Saint-Denis) reprimands Charity. And
that she does. In the opening scene,
Charity is duped by her supposed
boyfriend, who not only pushes her
into the lake, but steals her purse
containing her life savings. She tells
her dance hall friends that now she’s
learned her lesson, but of course she
hasn’t. For the last eight years, she
has been at the Fan-Dango Ballroom,
a dimly-lit dive run by a sarcastic
slave driver named Herman (Matthew Siroty).
In “Big Spender,” the Taxi Dancers, with Nickie and Helene
(Alexandra Sica), convincingly ply

their wares to the unseen males who
have come in for a dance. Then, in
the Aloof Dance, the 1960s moves
reflect Bob Fosse’s genius. The
tuxedoed males pair with females
decked out in chic little black
dresses and feathery headpieces.
The Rockette move of a “knock
out” that looks like dominos falling
is amazingly precise. Under the direction of veteran choreographer
Samantha Simpson, Bob Fosse’s
dance moves of turned in knees,
sideways shuffling and rolled shoulders are embraced and executed with
panache.
Charity, through her own cunning,
winds up in the apartment of a suave
but jilted Don Juan, Vittorio Vidal
(Daniel Shakal). The tall, dark and
handsome movie star (with a strong
voice) is the perfect gentleman and
as Charity pinches herself, she bursts
into “If My Friends Could See Me
Now.” Comic craziness evolves
when Vittorio’s “ex”, Ursula
(Sophia Rossetti), shows up. Clever
actor’s “business” keeps Charity
busy in the closet while he and
Ursula make up.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HELLO, DOLLY… Nora Sullivan playing the title role of Dolly Levi, is greeted at Harmonium Gardens by the waiters in
Cranford High School’s musical production of Hello Dolly! The show was greeted by standing ovations for the talented teens.
By SUSAN MYRIL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — When a director
is also the choreographer of a show,
expect perfection in execution of the
little things that make a show great.
And that’s just what the audiences got
at Cranford High School’s production of Jerry Herman’s iconic musical, Hello, Dolly! held March 7
through March 10, when director/
choreographer Michelle Massa
served up clever nuances and polished movements, as well as pretty
pictures to accompany memorable
musical performances.
From the opening scene of “Call on
Dolly,” the ensemble shines. Using
every inch of the stage looks easy
with the singing/dancing ensemble
side stepping horizontally across the
stage. Dolly Levi (Nora Sullivan)
breezes off a trolley to the song, “I Put
My Hand In” and we see how she is
not only a matchmaker, but a selfproclaimed expert in almost every

situation she meets.
Up in Yonkers, N.Y., Horace
Vandergelder (Noah Wohlsen) and
his clerks Cornelius (Daniel Klimko)
and Barnaby Tucker (Maximilian
Wisnefski) and a complement of singing men present the chauvinistic number, “It Takes a Woman.” Horace’s
philosophy is that the “little woman”
is there to empty the mouse traps and
fix the leaky plumbing. It’s all done,
of course, with tongue in cheek. The
men, nattily attired, drape all over the
double-leveled Hay and Feed store.
Those guys really know how to sing
and dance full out. The functional,
handsomely decorated set piece is
constructed by David Marconi and
David Martinez.
Horace is about to be betrothed to
widow Irene Molloy (Katrina
Wischusen), but Dolly has other plans
for him. The townspeople get decked
out in “Put On Your Sunday Clothes”
in fabulous costumes by Aileen
McGuire. Kudos to the ensemble’s

diction in this song especially.
Barnaby and Cornelius decide to
go on an adventure themselves and
head into New York City. There, Irene
shares the reason why she’s open to
marriage to grumpy old Horace: she
wants to break out of the millinery
business. “I hate hats,” she tells her
employee, the adorable Minnie Fay
(Rose Michetti). In the lovely “Ribbons Down My Back,” Irene longs
for another life. Ironically, Horace
and his two employees wind up in
Mrs. Molloy’s hat shop. After a hilarious scene with tons of well-orchestrated and well-executed physical comedy in “Motherhood March,”
Horace leaves in a huff and Dolly
shows her true matchmaking skills in
“Dancing” by pairing Irene and
Cornelius and Barnaby and Minnie
who run off to dinner.
Dolly sings wistfully, “Before the
Parade Passes By” and then all the
stops are pulled out with the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

EXPRESS YOURSELF...At the Union County Teen Arts Festival held on March 14 and March 15, teens from 68 schools
gathered at Union County College to express their creative side in their art, including visual artists, performers and writers.
Here, on March 14, two young people peruse the display of artwork.
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BENCIVENGA, HALPIN MADE ATLANTIC CITY; KORZENESKI, BENCIVENGA WON UCT CROWNS

Cougar Matmen Surprised Many With 5th UCT Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Many would have guessed that
this year’s Cranford High School
wrestling team would finish either second or third in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) but

Ballyhoo

after knocking off a strong
Rahway team, 39-33, early in
the season, the Cougars managed to put all the parts in the
right spots to claim their fifth
straight UCT Championship. The
Cougars went on to advance to
the semifinal round of the North
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Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament and finished with a 15-5
record.
“Winning the county title was
nice achievement for this large
group of seniors. They worked
very hard and everyone fought for
every team point to put the team
in the best spot to win. This being
the fifth year in a row is something
special for the program. It is our
ability to replace the talented wres-
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tlers each year with other wrestlers who are waiting to fill these
spots without hesitation, and that
is a result of the coaching and
commitment that we have at the
PAL and middle school levels,”
Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman
emphasized.
Other than Rahway, the Cougars easily handled all of their
Union County opponents with the
exception of a 51-18 setback to
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Westfield. Their other regularseason losses were to South
Plainfield, 55-12, Newton, 4425, and High Point, 43-24. In the
section semifinals, the Cougars
lost 52-14 to perennial powerhouse Phillipsburg.
Senior AJ Bencivenga stood out
at 152-lbs this season and earned
his second trip to the NJSIAA
Championships in Atlantic City
(AC), coming up just one win shy
of placing in the Top-8.
Bencivenga took first in the UCT,
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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first in the District 14 Tournament and placed third in the
Region 4 Tournament. He finished the season with a 36-7
record.
“AJ had another great year,
making it to the round of 12 in
AC. Along the way he was a great
captain,” Coach Gorman said.
Senior Jack Korzeneski raised
eyebrows when he knocked off
top-seeded Stefano DelValle (Linden) in the first round of the UCT
at 138-lbs then went on to run
the table and claim the title. He
also placed third in the district
and finished 19-13. By virtue of
winning UCT crowns, Bencivenga
and Korzeneski were to compete
in the Union/Essex County AllStar match at Roselle Park on
March 20.
“Korzeneski will be the guy from
this group with the story that is
told for many years, how hard
work and determination, no matter what your seed is, can get
you to the top of the podium as
he did in the counties this year,”
Coach Gorman pointed out.
Injured around tournament
time last year, senior Conor
Halpin did not get the opportunity to make the trip to AC. But
he did this year when he took
second in the UCT, second in the
district and fourth in the region
at 145-lbs to punch his ticket and
win a bout at AC. Halpin finished
with a 30-11 record.
“Halpin! It was really nice to
see him get a win in AC. I know
that he gave it his all and was
happy with the way he finished
his career on the mat,” Coach
Gorman commented.
Senior Ky’ell Roper, with his
dangerous guillotine, proved to
be effective at 160-lbs. Roper
placed second in the UCT and
second in the district to finish

with a 26-9 record.
“Roper was a late bloomer in
the sport but boy did he come on
strong and help this team achieve
a lot, especially in his senior year,”
Coach Gorman expressed.
Senior Dean Smith competed
at 132-lbs, took third in the UCT
and first in the district, finishing
with a 22-9 record.
“Dean has been a big part of
the program for all four years
and I was happy to see him
achieve so much along the way,”
Coach Gorman commented.
Senior Zach Blevins, with his
football mentality, battled it out

at 195-lbs, placed third in the
UCT and third in the district to
finish 25-11.
“Blevins! Here’s a guy who decided to come back to wrestling
and he made the right choice
because with his frame and
strength, he won a lot of matches
that were very important for the
team,” Coach Gorman said.
The final senior in the lineup,
Matt Doran, affectionately known
as Duran, Duran, was always
hungry like the wolf wrestling at
220-lbs, way above his normal
weight. But he placed fifth in the
UCT, second in the district and

finished 27-8.
“What many people may not
know is that Doran, aka ‘The
Wolf’, had issues with his weight
throughout the season. Unlike
many other wrestlers across the
state Doran was not cutting
weight. He had trouble being
heavy enough to compete at 220.
He would be eating sandwiches
on the bus to every match and
drinking water bottles before
getting on the scale just to weigh
over the 182-lb mark and be
eligible for 220. You wouldn’t
know that if you watched him
wrestle the much heavier guys

because he’s as strong as many
of them if not stronger,” Coach
Gorman revealed.
For the underclassmen, junior
Evan Kanterman grew into the
170-lb class and did very well to
place second in the UCT, third in
the district and fifth in the region
to finish with a 31-10 record.
Junior Justin Alpaugh-McLean
competed at 182-lbs and placed
fifth in the UCT and third in the
district to finish 19-15. Junior
Will Fernandez, who won the crucial bout to put the Cougars over
the top against Rahway, competed at 113-lbs, placed fifth in
the UCT, second in the district
and finished 18-18.
Junior Patrick Kalnins competed
at 120-lbs, placed third in the
UCT, third in the district and
finished 22-17. Sophomore
Jimmy Gluck placed fourth in the
UCT at 126-lbs and finished 1010. Freshman Ronan Waters
competed at 106-lbs and finished 7-20 and on the other end
of the scale wrestling the big
boys at 285-lbs, freshman Kevin
Shriner placed fourth in the UCT
and finished with a 14-17 record.
A large and talented number of
Cougars will graduate but with
the depth of the program, one
could bet that the team will be
competitive next year.
“It was a lot of fun coaching
these seniors over their career
and they will all be missed, but
they know that the championships that they earned over the
years will never fade away and
that their time here in the program is now part of the success
story of Cranford wrestling,”
Coach Gorman concluded.
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KLAG, STRAVACH LED IN REBOUNDS; LISANTI LED IN 3-POINTERS; MAZ LED IN ASSISTS

Lady Blue Devils Finish 18-9; Topped RC Lions 3 Times
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Something big happened this
season for the Westfield High
School girls basketball team. The
Blue Devils, who finished with an
18-9 record, defeated Roselle
Catholic twice in the regular season and once in the Union County
Tournament (UCT) semifinals,
which was the first time ever that
they took out the Lady Lions
three times in one season, and
they achieved it with a predomi-

nantly young squad.
The Blue Devils finished 6-2 in
the Union County Conference
Watchung Division with both
losses being to The Patrick School
girls who won the division. After
defeating the Lions in the UCT
semis, the Blue Devils also lost to
The Patrick School, 45-35, at
Kean University for the title. Receiving the third seed for the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
Tournament, the Blue Devils
stopped Columbia, 46-38, in the
first round then came from be-

hind to edge Edison, 49-45, in
the quarterfinals before falling to
second-seeded Bayonne, 54-49,
in the semifinals.
“Beating Roselle Catholic three
times was definitely a nice feeling. RC has a great program and
is very well respected. The third
win in the county semifinals was
definitely special. We played one
of our best, if not the best, overall
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game of the season. Each time we
played someone else stepped up
and the team defense was great
each game. I’m very proud of our
girls,” Blue Devil Head Coach Liz
McKeon said.
The Blue Devils had beaten the
Lions, 49-38 and 50-47 (3-pointer
and 2 free throws in final seconds), during the regular season
but the 60-46 UCT victory was
indeed special as they controlled
the boards all game and were the
beneficiary of a 20-point, four 3pointer, game from junior Ali

Lisanti, who led the team with 53
3-pointers this season.
“Ali had 53 3-pointers this season
which is second best all-time for
one season. Krissy Jeremiah holds
the record with 66 3’s in a season,”
Coach McKeon pointed out.
But with such a young squad
that featured two freshmen, a
sophomore and a pair of juniors
getting a majority of the starting
time, it took senior leadership to
steer them in the right direction
and they received it from coCONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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captains Sam Stravach (forward)
and guard Lily Maz, along with
Sam Lefteris, Mary McHugh and
Ava Luzzi.
“We had a very young and inexperienced team this year.
Stravach and Lily (3-year veterans) did an amazing job welcoming, accepting, and teaching the
underclassmen. Their leadership
helped make this team a team
and gave everyone the confidence they needed to step up on
any given night,” Coach McKeon
expressed.
Stravach’s dominance under
the boards and boxing out ability
earned her 216 rebounds (second on team) and a team-leading 31 blocks. She was second on
the team in steals with 37 and
assists with 40 and was third on
the team with 192 points, which
included 40 free throws. In the
UCT game against Roselle Catholic, Stravach pulled eight rebounds. Stravach also had a 16rebound effort in a win over
Cranford.
Maz, a play setter and up front
person on defense, led the team
in assists with 61, while adding
46 rebounds, 20 steals and 65
points.
Aside from her team-leading 3pointers, Lisanti led the team
with 219 points, including 30 free
throws, while adding 34 assists,
27 steals, 48 rebounds and 14
blocks. Lisanti banged four 3pointers in a 41-39 win over
Edison on December 27 then did
it again in their second meeting,
“Ali really stepped up this season. You could tell she made it
her priority to work on her overall game in the off-season and it
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showed. Her consistent shooting, her toughness, and her defense were instrumental all season but especially in our county
tournament run,” Coach McKeon
said.
Junior Faith Dobosiewicz applied her soccer toughness to
soften their opponents, especially
in the tough games where she
pulled 10 rebounds against
Edison and 10 rebounds to go
with 13 points in the UCT game
against The Pat School.

Dobosiewicz finished with 120
points (13 3-pointers), 92 rebounds, 28 steals, nine blocks
and 18 assists.
Junior Caroline Dwyer, who
sank the deciding 3-pointer in
Game 2 against Roselle Catholic,
finished with 101 points (17 3pointers), 44 rebounds, 16 assists and 17 steals. She also
scored 13 points in a win over the
Oak Knoll Royals. Sophomore
Charlotte Dursee finished with
94 points, 37 assists (3rd on

team), 30 rebounds and was second on the team with 45 steals.
But two freshmen, center Grace
Klag and forward/guard Chloe
Kreusser, really opened eyes.
Kreusser, who was third on the
team with 150 rebounds, was
the “Chief Thief” with 56 steals.
Her driving to the board ability
earned her 147 points but she
also dished out 28 assists and
blocked four shots. Klag, who
was the Blue Devils’ most accurate free thrower with 55 suc-

cesses, was second on the team
with 204 points. She led the team
with 225 rebounds and added 19
blocks, 18 steals and 15 assists.
“It’s hard to describe the transition Chloe and Grace made from
eighth grade to the Varsity level.
I would have to say it was seamless. The way these two stepped
up and embraced their roles was
amazing. You could never tell
they were freshmen by the way
they played. Chloe diving for loose
balls, grabbing steals, and knocking down the open shot. Grace
dominating the boards and shutting down upperclassmen on
defense. No matter what we
asked of Chloe and Grace they
did it and they did it with smiles
on their faces,” Coach McKeon
said.
With limited time on the court,
sophomore Emma Pietrewicz finished with 37 points, 13 assists,
10 rebounds and three steals.
Lefteris contributed 15 points,
13 rebounds, two assists and a
steal. Luzzi and freshman Ava
Pravlik received court time primarily for defensive purposes.
“I could not be prouder of each
and everyone of these girls. It
was a great season and I’m sad
to see it end. All of these ladies
are the true definition of ‘team’ “,
coach McKeon expressed.
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Blue Devil freshman Chloe Kreusser, No. 21, attempts to get past Cranford Cougar Meghan Santarelli, No. 20
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Garwood Budget Represents
$35 Per Household Tax Hike
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Courtesy of Borough of Garwood

HONORING MLK VOLUNTEERS...Garwood Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock and Mayor Sara Todisco honored Garwood volunteers who participated in the Martin Luther King Day of Service in January at last Thursday’s
council meeting.

Garwood to Hold Town
Hall on Truck Purchase
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara
Todisco announced at Thursday’s
council meeting that a public
town-hall-style meeting will be
held in either April or May to
discuss the fire department’s ladder fire truck purchase.
The fire truck, a capital expenditure purchase, has not been
finalized, but has received Mayor
Todisco’s and various council
members vocalized preliminary
support. The council unanimously
agreed a town-hall-style meeting
should be held to discuss the
ladder truck’s utility and associated costs. The meeting’s official

date has not been announced,
but will be advertised on the borough website, the mayor said.
“As it stands now, the Garwood
Fire Department cannot reach the
top of the (Lincoln) school to get
on the roof to ventilate it (during
a fire), nor can it reach dozens of
other buildings in town,” said
Councilman and Fire Commissioner Richard McCormack.
Council President and Finance
Committee Chairman Marc
Lazarow said the fire department
has for 10 years requested a
ladder truck that can access all
buildings in the borough. The
existing fire truck fleet does not
contain a ladder truck with a
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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GARWOOD – The municipal
budget is projected at the second-lowest tax increase in the
last 18 years, at $35 per household per $100,000 in home assessed value, stated Council
President and Finance Committee Chairman Marc Lazarow at
the March 12 budget meeting.
The finance committee was
challenged with Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority ($51,000),
recycling ($48,000) and 2019
employee contract increases,
stated Mr. Lazarow. In addition,
municipal court fees was down
$25,000 compared to the 2018
budget thus impacting borough
revenues, stated Mr. Lazarow.
“Our goal, as always, is to provide the residents of Garwood
with the best possible services at
the best possible price,” Mr.
Lazarow said.
The finance committee cut more
than $156,000 from the administrative budget “from the onset,” stated Mr. Lazarow. The
municipality will reduce expenditures in the legal department,
the planning board and the building and grounds department, he
noted.
Mr. Lazarow said that 2019 revenue sources include 2019 Russo
Development on South Avenue
collected fees and the Paperboard site redevelopment planning board application fees. The
revenue sources will be used to
“defray some costs” (contract
increases and municipal revenue

decline), he said.
“While we cannot control the
costs of the county, school and
the public library, we did place
great pride in creating a budget
that was fair and understanding,” Mr. Lazarow said.
Mr. Lazarow stated that to formulate a budget, the finance
committee must consider every
department within municipal purview “legitimate and justified requests.”
Three capital expenditures were
proposed as inclusions to the
2019 budget, including a fire department ladder truck, a new
traffic enforcement and emergency-response vehicle, and new
computers for Borough Hall and
the police vehicles, stated Mr.
Lazarow.
The ladder truck is an emergency vehicle that was requested
during the Russo Development
planning board hearings by the
fire department. The ladder truck
can extend 100 feet in the air and
assist during an emergency-response situation at the multistory building, stated Mr.
Lazarow.
Councilman
Richard
McCormick, who serves on the
fire department municipal committee, has pledged support for
a “much-needed truck.”
The current traffic enforcement
truck is over 18 years old, requiring frequent “costly” repairs,
stated Mr. Lazarow. When the
truck is being repaired it cannot
be utilized for public benefit, he
said.
In his opinion, “when it comes
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to emergency response,” the municipality must prioritize public
safety, stated Mr. Lazarow.
Updating computers in police
vehicles and Borough Hall would
bring the overall borough computer system up to date with
modern software from the existing Windows 7 outdated software, stated Mr. Lazarow.
The preliminary budget includes
hiring a deputy clerk, stated Mr.
Lazarow. The deputy clerk will
begin working effective Sunday,
September 1, although a candidate has not yet been solicited,
he said.
“The position would benefit from
the training of our borough administrator, Mrs. (Christina)
Ariemma, who is set to retire
within a couple years or so,” Mr.
Lazarow said.
Mrs. Ariemma stated that the
position is the first time in borough history anyone has served
in that capacity. Mrs. Ariemma
has served as Garwood’s borough clerk for more than two
decades.
With two decades comes many
experiences, expertise and general knowledge regarding municipal finances and functionality, stated Mrs. Ariemma. The
deputy clerk’s three-year training period will provide the deputy
clerk with on-site experience
before Mrs. Ariemma’s departure, stated Mayor Sara Todisco.
Mayor Todisco said in addition
to the three years the deputy
clerk will serve under Mrs.
Ariemma’s tutelage, that indiCONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Garwood to Hold Town Hall on Truck Purchase
100-foot reach and the maneuvering capabilities the proposed
truck offers, stated Mr. Lazarow.
Twenty-six buildings, including
private residences and commercial businesses, will remain inaccessible if the proposed truck is
not purchased, stated Mr.
Lazarow.
Councilman McCormack said
Mayor Todisco, all borough council members, and the newlyformed Citizens’ Advisory Panel
witnessed the ladder truck’s demonstration last Saturday morning.
“We watched the Spartan truck
be raised up all the way in just a
couple minutes at the old
Pathmark site,” said Mr.
McCormack.
Mr. McCormack openly contrasted the proposed truck to the
current ladder truck during his fire
department committee report.
“The (new) ladder truck raised
the bucket in two minutes with
two operators compared to our
current ladder at more than 10
minutes with six men,” Mr.
McCormack explained.
“As fire commissioner, I believe it is time for this council to
have a serious investigation of
and a discussion of a potential
purchase of a ladder truck,” Mr.
McCormack said.
Mayor Todisco said the ladder
truck is a “significant expense,”
but one where public feedback
and understanding should and
will be considered before the expenditure is finalized. Mayor
Todisco said the council’s findings at the demonstration will be
presented to the public at the
town-hall meeting.
Mayor Todisco said town-hall-

style meetings have been a “successful venue” for residents to
remain informed and have “their
voices heard.”
Realty Appraisal Co., the firm
hired by the borough to conduct
the Union County Board of Taxation-mandated revaluation of
borough properties, was to begin the inspection process on
Monday, March 18. Every inspector will carry two forms of identification, a company-issued badge
with a photograph, and a borough-issued introduction letter,
Mayor Todisco said.
“Inspectors will not be appraising or tax assessing your property. Inspectors measure the exterior and inspect the interior of
your dwelling,” Mayor Todisco said.
A notice with pictures of all
inspectors who have been assigned to Garwood has been
posted on the borough’s website.
At the beginning of Thursday’s
council meeting, Councilwoman

Jennifer Blumenstock and Mayor
Todisco honored Garwood volunteers who participated in the
Martin Luther King Day of Service in January.
“I put out the call for some
volunteers to come help. These
volunteers put their heart into it.
A lot of time, a lot of effort,”
Councilwoman Blumenstock said.
Ms. Blumenstock said the community volunteers made over 800
sandwiches benefiting the Elizabeth Coalition to House the
Homeless. In addition, the volunteers put together hygiene kits
benefiting homeless teenagers
and emergency kits benefiting
Garwood senior citizens.
The volunteers also worked on
bookmarks for the Children’s Specialized Hospital and cards were
made for veterans.
The Garwood volunteer spirit is
“certainly alive and well. I cannot
wait for next year,” Ms.
Blumenstock said.

GW Homes to Get $35 Tax Hike
vidual will work as an official
borough clerk for three years
before “tenure” goes into effect,
stated Mayor Todisco.
Typically, once tenured, a borough employee would remain a
borough employee until his or
her retirement, stated Mayor
Todisco.
“The deputy clerk would also
be responsible for our being a
public information officer to more
efficiently communicate and update the borough website,” said
Councilman Lazarow.

One of the duties of the borough clerk would be to serve as
the public information officer and
monitor the borough’s official
Facebook page, stated Mr.
Lazarow.
The budget has not been finalized. A final budget will be proposed for official adoption at the
end of the month. Another public
meeting will be held at Borough
Hall next week to discuss any
updates or further considerations
to the budget, stated Mr.
Lazarow.
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Garwood BOE Approves
Preliminary $9.5-Mil. Budget
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – After entering a
second executive session, the
board of education Tuesday approved the 2019-2020 preliminary budget of $9,476,288 with a
tax levy of $8,476,288 to be submitted to the county school
board’s superintendent for review.
After
the
county
superintendent’s office reviews
the budget, a formal budget presentation will be held on Tuesday, April 30. The budget includes $98,248 in special revenue and debt service of
$526,625. The special revenue
section is not considered a cost,
but offsets the general fund totals, reducing the general fund
section to $7,949,970.
In other business, Lincoln School
art and special-education teacher
Rebecca Planer presented student artwork that was showcased
at the Union County Teen Arts
Festival. Ms. Planer said the arts
festival allows middle-school and
high-school students the opportunity to perform and converse
with professional and collegiate
performers.
“It’s an awesome thing I wish I
had growing up,” Ms. Planer said.
Students are given the opportunity to showcase talents including improvisational acting,
painting, cartooning and instrumental ability. Ms. Planer stated
that student Reina Ridente’s artwork was among the pieces showcased.
Reina’s artwork was chosen to
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be exhibited throughout the
country, including at various public places, among them businesses and libraries, stated Ms.
Planer.
“I am excited to say I have
been notified another student’s
work has been chosen to be exhibited this upcoming year,” Ms.
Planer said.
The student or students who
have been selected have not yet
been publicly announced, said
Ms. Planer.
Lincoln School music teacher
Armando Gonzalez orchestrated
four students who performed a
rendition of Beethoven at the
board meeting. Dalila D’Onofrio,
Ava Wood, Richard Howard and
Leah Paredes performed their
Beethoven rendition using clarinets.
Mr. Gonzalez said the students
performed for a professional critic
at the arts festival.
In separate business, the
Garwood Police Department will
host a Police Youth Academy, from
August 5 through August 11. Any
interested parents should contact the police department for
further details, stated board member Albert Del Conte. Lincoln
School students who want to attend must fill out an official application to partake in the program.
Rising sixth- through ninthgrade students are eligible to
participate in the Police Youth
Academy, stated Mr. Del Conte.
Lincoln School students will
showcase their talents in the PTA
Talent Show on Friday, April 12,
stated Mr. Del Conte.
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Local Letters to the Editor
Local Government Week Activities
Set For Garwood
I am thrilled to announce a
variety of activities for Garwood
residents to enjoy in celebration
of Local Government Week from
April 7 to 13.
Local Government Week is a
new initiative launched by the
New Jersey League of Municipalities in an effort to further
engage citizens with others in
their own community as well as
their local government. The following list of programs were organized by the borough to ensure all our community members, from children to senior citizens, would hopefully find something fun for them!
Sunday, April 7 – First-ever
Touch-a-Truck – 2 to 4 p.m. at
the Second Avenue parking lot
across from Lincoln School –
Come check out what our DPW,
Police, Fire, and EMS use to protect and serve our community!
Free event, “food truck” food for
purchase.
Monday, April 8 – Kids Chess
– 3 p.m. – Library, 411 Third
Avenue – Free program, no registration is required. - Students
in Government Night – 7 p.m. –
Borough Hall, 403 South Avenue
– Lincoln School’s Student Council will act as elected officials and
borough professionals during a
mock meeting with pizza and
soda served after. Free event, all
are welcome.
Tuesday, April 9 – Bingo Night
– 5 to 7 p.m. – Firehouse, 415
South Avenue – Play bingo with

your neighbors and enjoy sloppy
joe sandwiches, chips, and soft
drinks. Baskets donated by your
Mayor and Council will be awarded
to bingo winners. $10 per person,
proceeds will go to Liberty Hose
Company 1. Call Councilwoman
Blumenstock at (908) 337-7726
to sign-up. - Adult Craft – 6 p.m.
– Library, 411 Third Avenue –
Make something to bring home
and impress your friends/family.
Free program, registration at library required.
Wednesday, April 10 – Kids
Craft – 3 p.m. – Library, 411
Third Avenue – Come make a fun

Ballyhoo
spring craft. Free program for
children entering 2nd grade and
up, registration at library required. - DARE Graduation – 6:30
p.m. – The Westwood – Lincoln
School’s 5th Grade DARE graduation event to conclude the educational program conducted by
the volunteer Garwood Municipal Alliance. Congratulations, students!
Thursday, April 11th – Regular Meeting of the Mayor and
Council – 7 p.m. – Borough Hall,
403 South Avenue – Come see
your local government at work
during its regular open public
meeting! Historical Essay Contest winner to be announced at
the beginning of the meeting
(open to 6th to 8th grade students).
Friday, April 12th – PTA Talent Show – 7 p.m. – Lincoln
School, 400 Second Avenue, $9
per ticket – A great night of
performances by Lincoln school
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students in kindergarten through
grade 8. All are welcome to see
the singing, dancing, magic and
more!
Email
garwoodtalentshow@gmail.com
for ticket information.
Saturday, April 13 – Baseball
Opening Day Parade and Ceremony – 9 a.m. – Begins at
Lincoln School and concludes at
the recreation complex – Come

celebrate the 65th season of the
Garwood Baseball League.
Hope to see you at one or more
of our events during Local Government Week!
Sara Todisco
Mayor of Garwood
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Kids Rock Concert Saturday
To Aid New Eyes For Needy
GARWOOD — Kids Rock for Vision will hold its 11th Annual
Concert fundraiser this Saturday, March 23, from 5 to 7 p.m.
It will take place at The Crossroads, located at 78 North Avenue, Garwood.
Sponsored and produced by the
Chatham School of Rock, all proceeds will be donated to New
Eyes for the Needy, to purchase
new prescription eyeglasses for
children living in the United
States. Tickets are $20 each and
can be purchased at the door.
“It’s hard to believe that these
are local teenagers performing

these songs,” said Jean Gajano,
executive director of New Eyes.
“They perform their own compositions and well-known hits, so it
will be a great evening of music
in a fun venue.”
New Eyes, founded in 1932,
purchases new prescription eyeglasses through a voucher program for children and adults in
the United States who cannot
afford them. New Eyes also collects and redistributes donated
glasses to the needy overseas in
developing countries. For more
information and to donate online,
visit new-eyes.org.

WINNING SMILE...The Greater Westfield Area Chapter of UNICO National
will hold a Flapjack Breakfast on Saturday, April 6, from 8 to 10 a.m., at
Applebee’s in Clark to benefit Will DeGregorio. The Cranford fourth grader
was diagnosed last year with osteosarcoma.
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Garwood Hist. Committee
Seeks ‘Sweet’ Recipes
GARWOOD — In 2003,
Garwood’s Centennial Committee published a cookbook filled
with recipes from its residents —
including everything from soups
to nuts — which proved to be a
big success. This time around,
on a smaller scale, the Garwood
Historical Committee is looking
for the borough’s “sweet heart.”
The committee is asking residents to bring out their favorite
sweet recipes, from pies to cakes,
brownies to ambrosia, and everything in between. The aim is
to collect as many dessert recipes as possible so the committee
can create a wide-ranging compilation.
This endeavor is one of the
Historical Committee’s fund-raising projects, so that it can maintain funds to preserve and protect its collection of Garwood’s
memorabilia and artifacts. The
goal of the committee is to collect the recipes from now until
November, in order to have the
recipe book ready in time for
Valentine’s Day 2020.
Any Garwood resident, or business located in Garwood, interested in submitting a recipe or
two of their favorite goodies is
asked to send them electronically
to
garwoodhistory@garwood.org,
or they can be mailed directly to
the Garwood Historical Committee, c/o Carol Lombardo, 275

Fourth Avenue, Garwood, N.J.
07027. There also will be a dropoff box located in the Garwood
Public Library.
Contributors also are invited to
include a few sentences about
the recipe — whose it is, why it is
a favorite, and how long it has
been in their family. Individuals
can even submit a picture of
themselves or their relative who
gave them the recipe. The committee will make every attempt
to include this extra information
in the recipe book, depending on
the amount of recipes received.
When submitting recipes, individuals are asked to include their
name, phone number and/or
email address in case the committee needs clarification on a
submission. The committee can
be
reached
at
garwoodhistory@garwood.org.
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CRANFORD
Tuesday, March 5, Reginald
Durham, 24, of New York City
was arrested and charged with
possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop at North Avenue East
and the Garden State Parkway
137 Exchange for a brake lamp
out. Durham, a passenger in the
vehicle, was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, the
driver was issued motor vehicle
summonses for an unregistered
vehicle, unclear plates, maintenance of lamps, no valid insurance card and uninsured vehicle.
Thursday, March 7, Michael
Egidio, 32, of Middletown was
arrested and charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance and possession
of drug paraphernalia after police units were dispatched to
Eastman Street regarding an individual sleeping in a motor vehicle. Following an investigation
on scene, police arrested the
driver, Egidio, for suspected
heroin found inside the vehicle.
He was processed and provided
with a state Superior Court appearance date. In addition, he
was issued motor vehicle summonses for driving with a suspended license, obstructed view
and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor
vehicle.
Thursday, March 7, Joel Colon,

34, of Linden and Vicky Ventura,
25, of Elizabeth were arrested
and charged with possession of
a controlled dangerous substance (CDS), possession of
under 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop at Centennial Avenue
and Buchanan Street for a
seatbelt violation. Following an
investigation at the scene, police arrested the driver and a
passenger, Ventura and Colon,
respectively, for suspected THC
edibles and marijuana found inside the vehicle. They were both
processed and provided with
state Superior Court appearance
dates. In addition, the driver
was issued motor vehicle summonses for no valid insurance
card in her possession, a seatbelt
violation, maintenance of lamps
and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor
vehicle.
Friday, March 8, Matthew
Casarola, 26, of Marlboro was
arrested and charged with possession of a CDS, under the influence of a CDS, possession of
drug paraphernalia and driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after
police units were dispatched to a
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three-car motor vehicle crash on
the 300 block of North Avenue
East. Following an investigation
on scene, one of the drivers,
Casarola, was arrested for DWI
and suspected heroin found in
his possession. He was processed
and provided with a state Superior Court appearance date. In
addition, he was issued motor
vehicle summonses for careless
driving, reckless driving, obstructing traffic, tailgating and
possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Monday, March 11, police received a report alleging a business on the 1100 block of Raritan
Road was selling e-cigarette
products to minors. After an investigation, police charged the
business with selling an e-cigarette product to a minor. The
business was served with a summons and provided with a municipal court appearance date.
Monday, March 11, Ahmed
Golson, 21, of Hillside was arrested and charged with possession of a controlled dangerous
substance and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop at Raritan Road and
Coleman Avenue for tinted windows. Following an investigation
on scene, the driver, Golson, was
arrested and charged for suspected THC vape cartridges found
inside the vehicle. He was processed and provided with a state
Superior Court appearance date.
In addition, he was issued motor
vehicle summonses for tinted
windows, unclear plates and possession of a CDS in a motor
vehicle.
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Mayors Wellness Campaign
3K Walk Is Sat. in Garwood
GARWOOD — The Garwood
Mayors Wellness Campaign’s 3K
Walk with Mayor Sara Todisco
will take place this Saturday,
March 23, starting at 10 a.m., in
Unami Park.
This first 3K walk of 2019 featuring the current mayor is the
inaugural step in a recentlyformed committee’s plan to establish a long-time tradition in
Garwood. Walkers of all ages are
welcome to participate in this
family-friendly walk, and parents
with strollers are encouraged to
join in.
The walk will begin at the East
Street entrance of Unami Park.
For safety purposes the 3K walk
will be contained in the park, on
a predetermined path.
Through public-private partnerships, the Garwood Mayors
Wellness Campaign will establish and continue to provide structure and resources for healthy
community initiatives. The committee works together to increase
opportunities for Garwood residents to participate in many activities, with a long-term goal of
creating better health which in
turn will reduce personal health-

Green New Deal Topic
For Sierra Club

REGION — The New Jersey Sierra Club Loantaka Group will
present Daniela Gioseffi and
Mariam Glenn, local environmentalists, who will lead a panel discussion on the Green New Deal
making its way through the House
of Representatives.
The meeting will be held
Wednesday, April 10 from 7:30
to 9 p.m. at Library of The
Chathams, 214 Main Street,
Chatham, NJ.
The event free and open to the
public. For more information,
email ahlia.bethea@gmail.com.

care costs.
Mayor Todisco has appointed
former Mayor Charles Lombardo
as the Mayors Wellness Campaign liaison. Mr. Lombardo recently formed the committee that
currently is composed of six
members. The committee consists of three Garwood citizens, a
professional personal trainer, a
registered dietitian and an officer from the local Chamber of
Commerce. Interested residents
are advised to contact the
Garwood Mayors Wellness Campaign
via
email
at
MWC@garwood.org.

Probitas Verus Honos
Library Friends Offer
Paradiso Scholarship

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library are
offering the Gerard Paradiso
Scholarship to a Cranford resident who currently is pursuing
or intends to pursue a graduate
degree in library information
science or media specialist.
Named in honor of former
Friends of the Library President
Gerard Paradiso, the scholarship is worth $1,000. The award
is not based on need. The candidate must furnish proof of
acceptance to an accredited
university, a letter of reference
and an essay. Applications are
now available at the Cranford
Public Library reference desk.
The library is located at 224
Walnut Avenue.
Completed applications
should be mailed to The Friends
of the Cranford Public Library,
P.O. Box 400, Cranford, N.J.
07016. The deadline to apply is
Wednesday, May 1, 2019.

Ballyhoo
Free Tax Preparation
Available at SAGE

SUMMIT — Free tax counseling
and preparation for middle- and
low-income taxpayers, with special attention to those 60 and
older, is available at SAGE
Eldercare on Thursdays now
through April 11, from 9 a.m. to
noon. Remaining dates include
March 28, April 4 and 11.
SAGE, located at 290 Broad
Street, Summit, is hosting IRStrained volunteer tax preparers
from the AARP Foundation TaxAide Program. For information and
to schedule an appointment, call
(908) 598-5509 (no walk-ins).

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

College Women to Learn
About Endocrine Disruptors
CRANFORD — The College
Women’s Club of Cranford will
hold its fifth meeting of the 20182019 year on Monday, April 8.
Guest speaker Christina Grossi
will discuss how the Endocrine
Disrupting Chemicals (EDC) such
as triclosan, steroid hormones and
Bisphenol A (BPA) impact the way
organisms develop and respond
to their environments.
Ms. Grossi has a Bachelor of Science in Biology and Human Health

The Arc of Union County
Slates 5K Run/1-Mile Walk
AREA — The Arc of Union County
will host its annual Step Up For
The Arc 5K Run/1-Mile Walk on
Saturday, May 11, at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark. To register to run
or walk, create a team, volunteer
or sponsor the event, visit
arcunion.org/run-2019/.
In addition to the 5K Run and 1Mile Walk, participants will have
an opportunity to enjoy fresh air,
free food, live music, fun family
activities and photo opps with
the Somerset Patriots’ own
Sparkee, as well as show their
support for The Arc of Union
County. The Arc supports children and adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities
and their families.
Sponsors include Meeker,
Sharkey & Hurley Insurance, Columbia Bank Foundation, Document Solutions, Orangetheory
Fitness New Providence, CKO
Kickboxing Springfield, Smilow
Family Dentistry, Gamechanger
Strength & Performance, Precious
Pearls Pediatric Dentistry,
Wakefern, LaYogurt, Applebee’s
of Clark, Somerset Patriots, Making Memories Photography 65
and The Grand Lodge of New

Jersey Free and Accepted Masons.
T-shirts are guaranteed to all
pre-registrants who register by
Monday, April 15. The course is
USATF-certified and offers 500
USATF-NJ Grand Prix Points.
There will be volunteers along
the course to provide water, offer support and cheer on all of
the participants.
5K Medals will be awarded to
first, second and third overall
male and female (with additional
prizes), and first male and female in each age group 14 and
under, 15 to 19, 20 to 24, 25 to
29, 30 to 34, 35 to 39, 40 to 44,
45 to 49, 50 to 54, 55 to 59, 60
to 64, 65 to 69, 70 to 74, and 75
and over.
Registration is free for children
age 5 and under, $15 for students and $30 for adults ($27 for
USATF members). Prices will increase after April 15.
Headquartered in Springfield,
The Arc of Union County is a nonprofit, 501c(3) organization serving more than 1,000 families
throughout Union County. To
learn more, call (973) 315-0000
or visit arcunion.org.

from Salisbury University as well as
a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Science from the University
of Maryland, Eastern Shore.
BPA is an industrial chemical
that has been used to make certain plastics and resins since the
1960s. BPA is found in polycarbonate plastics and epoxy resins. Polycarbonate plastics are often used
in containers that store food and
beverages, such as water bottles.
Ms. Grossi also will discuss what
EDCs are and how these synthetic
chemicals interfere with naturally
produced hormones, the body’s
chemical messengers, that control how an organism develops
and functions. Additionally, she
will talk about where these EDCs
are found and how they impact
biological pathways in aquatic ecosystems and in human health.
The meeting will be held at the
First Presbyterian Church, located
at 11 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford. It will begin at 7 p.m.
with refreshments followed by the
guest speaker. The meeting is
open to the public.
All Cranford women who are
graduates of a four-year college or
university are invited to join the
club. Meetings are held on the second Monday of each month. For
more information, email the club at
CranfordCollegeClub@gmail.com
or
visit
its
website
at
collegewomensclubcranford.com.

Rosary Society Plans
Atlantic City Trip

GARWOOD — The Rosary Society of the Church of St. Anne is
planning a fund-raising trip to Resorts Casino in Atlantic City on
Sunday, April 28. The bus will
leave promptly at 11:30 a.m. from
in front of the Church of St. Anne,
located at 325 2nd Avenue,
Garwood. The cost of the trip is
$35 per person. To reserve a seat,
call Jenny at (908) 789-0778.
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‘It Only Takes a Moment’ to
Fall in Love with Dolly at CHS
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CRANFORD — When a director
is also the choreographer of a
show, expect perfection in exto go on an adventure them- Horace and his two employees
ecution of the little things that Martinez.
Horace is about to be betrothed selves and head into New York wind up in Mrs. Molloy’s hat shop.
make a show great. And that’s
just what the audiences got at to widow Irene Molloy (Katrina City. There, Irene shares the rea- After a hilarious scene with tons
Cranford High School’s produc- Wischusen), but Dolly has other son why she’s open to marriage of well-orchestrated and welltion of Jerry Herman’s iconic mu- plans for him. The townspeople to grumpy old Horace: she wants executed physical comedy in
sical, Hello, Dolly! held March 7 get decked out in “Put On Your to break out of the millinery busi- “Motherhood March,” Horace
through March 10, when direc- Sunday Clothes” in fabulous cos- ness. “I hate hats,” she tells her leaves in a huff and Dolly shows
tor/choreographer Michelle tumes by Aileen McGuire. Kudos employee, the adorable Minnie her true matchmaking skills in
Massa served up clever nuances to the ensemble’s diction in this Fay (Rose Michetti). In the lovely “Dancing” by pairing Irene and
“Ribbons Down My Back,” Irene Cornelius and Barnaby and Minnie
and polished movements, as well song especially.
Barnaby and Cornelius decide longs for another life. Ironically, who run off to dinner.
as pretty pictures to accompany
memorable musical performances.
From the opening scene of “Call
on Dolly,” the ensemble shines.
Using every inch of the stage
looks easy with the singing/dancing ensemble side stepping horizontally across the stage. Dolly
Levi (Nora Sullivan) breezes off a
trolley to the song, “I Put My
Hand In” and we see how she is
not only a matchmaker, but a
self-proclaimed expert in almost
every situation she meets.
Up in Yonkers, N.Y., Horace
Vandergelder (Noah Wohlsen)
and his clerks Cornelius (Daniel
Klimko) and Barnaby Tucker
(Maximilian Wisnefski) and a
complement of singing men
present the chauvinistic number, “It Takes a Woman.”
Horace’s philosophy is that the
“little woman” is there to empty
the mouse traps and fix the leaky
plumbing. It’s all done, of course,
with tongue in cheek. The men,
nattily attired, drape all over the
double-leveled Hay and Feed
store. Those guys really know
how to sing and dance full out.
Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
The functional, handsomely decorated set piece is constructed by HELLO, DOLLY… Nora Sullivan playing the title role of Dolly Levi, is greeted at Harmonium Gardens by the waiters in
David Marconi and David Cranford High School’s musical production of Hello Dolly! The show was greeted by standing ovations for the talented teens.
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Dolly sings wistfully, “Before
the Parade Passes By” and then
all the stops are pulled out with
the orchestra’s upbeat version of
that song and a colorful kaleidoscope of groups in the parade.
Act II is a whirlwind of more fun
with “The Waiters Gallop” and the
iconic title song with the star descending the staircase. When pandemonium breaks out at the Harmonia Gardens Restaurant, everyone is hauled into court where
Cornelius declares his love for Irene
in his tender, “It Only Takes a
Moment.” Hats off to Ms. Massa
for the staging of that scene where
the company is squeezed into a
pen-like spot. They perfectly whip
their heads back and forth in unison to see the ping-pong-like dialogue being delivered.
One of the most magical moments of the night is “So Long
Dearie,” where Nora lets loose vocally. The comfortable range in her
low register helps her soar in this
comic number that hurls zingers at
Horace. Her reverse psychology
works, and Horace finally realizes
he wants to marry her.
Yes, this is a show filled with
superstar performers, whose acting, singing and dancing chops
are shared, but mention must be
made of the dancing ensemble
that gets to strut its stuff. And we
know “there are no small parts,”
so a nod must be given to Andrew Gordon as Ambrose
Kemper, Erin Blake, who wails
throughout as Ermengarde, Katie
Manhardt as Ernestina Money,
and Matthew Mallick as head
waiter Rudolf.
The small, but mighty orchestra, under the baton of Musical
Director Matthew Hosmer,
planted the musical seed that
kept the audience humming the
title song all the way home.
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