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ONE DOLLAR

Concerns Raised Over Proposed
PSE&G Power Grid Upgrade
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — PSE&G has put
its power grid project for the south
side of Westfield on hold. The project
is part of a statewide initiative.
According to documents published
on the Westfield website, PSE&G
says it will be replacing 26kV utility
lines with 69kV transmission lines
throughout its coverage areas.
“PSE&G and its contractors will
be upgrading the electric system in
your neighborhood to continue to

provide safe, reliable service. Construction crews will be actively working on the PSE&G and public rightsof-way in Westfield, as well as surrounding communities, to install taller,
sturdier utility poles and run new electric wires along an existing pole line.
There are no planned service interruptions associated with this work,”
according to a letter sent to residents
by PSE&G.
The utility’s work will start with
tree trimming and tree removal in
preparation for replacement of utility

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader

UNITED RESIDENTS...A group of concerned citizens and local government
gather Monday at a private residence on Scotch Plains Avenue to discuss the
PSE&G pole project. Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) led the
discussion and took questions from the residents. The concern of the residents is
the cutting down of old growth trees and safety from these high-powered lines that
will be 69 kV. Mr. Bramnick advised that he had been in contact with PSE&G and
was that the project is currently on “hold.” The local government including Ward
4 Council members Doug Stokes and Dawn Mackey, Ward 3 Councilman Mark
LoGrippo and former councilman Jim Foerst vow to fight to this plan and stand
as a united front for Westfield.

2019 Westfield Budget To
Include No Tax Increase
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Town administrator Jim Gildea says the 2019 town
budget will be introduced on March
26 and said “the big story” is that
there will be no increase in municipal
property tax rates for the first time in
many years.
At the town council’s conference
meeting on Tuesday, Mr. Gildea
briefed the governing body on the
$46.7-million spending plan, 38 percent of which is made up of salaries
and wages for town employees. He
said the town’s “very good fiscal
health” provided enough flexibility
to keep the municipal tax rate stable
while also funding various services
and programs.
He noted that the percentage increase in the local tax rate has been
steadily declining for the past eight
years, from a 4.3-percent increase in
2012 to zero this year.
Some $4.9 million of surplus will
be used this year — about $800,000
more than last year — to keep the tax

poles. That work is expected to start
“on or about” Monday, March 18,
along Scotch Plains Avenue,
Shackamaxon Drive, Rahway Avenue,
Grove Street, Central Avenue and Sycamore Street. Resident James Foerst,
a former town councilman, said the
new power grid would stretch 2.1 miles.
“In accordance with the Board of
Public Utilities’ (BPU) Vegetation
Management Rules, we are required
to trim and remove trees, where necessary. If applicable, trees that have
been removed will be replaced with
smaller, utility compatible trees,” according to a letter sent to residents on
the streets impacted.
“These upgrades are needed to
address the increased demand for
electric reliability throughout
PSE&G service territory. As populations have increased and consumer
electronic needs have evolved, the
26kV legacy networks of the last
century have been taxed. The addition of a 69kV network will alleviate
the demands on the existing 26kV
network,” according to a PSE&G
fact sheet on the project.
Councilman Doug Stokes, who represents the fourth ward where the
upgrades are to occur, said in an email
obtained by The Westfield Leader that,
“PSE&G...advised that this work is
required by the (New Jersey) Board
of Public Utilities in order to enhance
the current electrical system for all
residents which will limit and/or
shorten future power outages due to
severe weather events or other system failures.”
Mr. Stokes told The Leader that
PSE&G has said the upgrade would
enhance the electrical grid by connecting two area substations, including
Cranford, thus lessening the risk of
power outages caused during severe
weather events such as hurricanes.
Mr. Foerst expressed his concerns on
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

rate flat, but Mr. Gildea said there is
still about $9.5 million in surplus
remaining, a level he called “very,
very healthy.”
Some 59 percent of the budget this
year will be funded via property
taxes, and Councilwoman Linda
Habgood reminded her colleagues
that this year’s rate is two percentage
points lower than last year as increased revenues from other sources
have helped to keep property tax
rates in check.
One revenue source that will not
increase this year — and which has
not risen for a number of years — is
state aid, which will remain at $3.073
million.
Mr. Gildea said the town’s health
insurance costs went down 5 percent
while debt service will increase this
year by a “measly” $4,000. Salaries
and wages will rise 3 percent in 2019
while fees paid to the Rahway Valley
Sewage Authority will increase by
$289,000. The total operating budget
will increase by about $255,000, Mr.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy of Westfield Public Schools

CHINA DAY...Second graders at Westfield’s Franklin Elementary School enjoy
traditional Chinese games during “China Day” on February 21, one of many
activities that offered the students the chance to learn about Chinese language,
history and culture.

Courtesy of Raritan Valley Line Coalition

PACKED HOUSE...Commuters and public officials pack the Westfield Train Station last Wednesday night to express their
opinions and complaints to NJ Transit officials. NJ Transit Executive Director Patrick Corbett and New Jersey Department
of Transportation Commissioner Diane Gutierrez-Scaccetti heard from municipal officials, Union County Freeholders and state
representatives who demanded answers on the restoration of the one-seat ride service and train-service improvements.

Mayor, Council Vow to Back
Residents In PSE&G Project
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Mayor Shelley
Brindle assured residents on Tuesday
that the town government shared their
concerns about the now-halted
PSE&G plan to upgrade its utility
poles on the south side of town and
threatened legal action if the utility
attempts to re-start the project without significant changes.
At the town council’s meeting,
which was attended by well over 100
residents who jammed the council

Cranford Experts Express
Opinions on 750 Walnut
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – James Brunette, a
licensed real estate broker, and Maurice
Rasched, licensed as a professional
engineer, with a specialty in traffic
engineering, provided their opinions
on 750 Walnut Avenue at the planning
board hearing last Wednesday. This
30-acre tract of land is owned by Hartz
Mountain Industries, which is seeking
to rezone the property for residential
use in order to erect 905 apartments.
Mr. Brunette spoke about the viability of the industrial and the office
space market in the state. The office
commercial market is improving,
while the “industrial market is on
fire,” Mr. Brunette said.
He said there are shortcomings regarding the property. “It could be
retrofitted to meet the requirement
people would want,” Mr. Brunette
said. He showed examples of properties in other municipalities where
property owners have made improvements to buildings to attract tenants.
Some attractions include lounge areas, eateries, gym space and outdoor
space, he said. For an industrial use,
he said a 35-foot ceiling height is
desirable, and Hartz could change the
ceiling heights. Hartz’s real estate
professionals have said they have been
unsuccessful in finding tenants. Bank
of America occupied a large portion
of the commercial space, but has vacated the premises.
Also, there is a demand for smaller
industrial spaces between 25,000 and
50,000 square feet, Mr. Brunette said.
A tenant at 750 Walnut Avenue, Lab
Corps, had wanted to downsize its
space at the site, “and couldn’t come to
an agreement (with Hartz),” Mr. Brunette said. Lab Corps occupies 85,000
square feet. “They are in the midst of
evacuating,” Mr. Brunette said.
At the start of Mr. Rasched’s testi-

mony, he said he has “areas of concern”
pertaining to Hartz’s traffic engineering plan in regards to the site design and
site circulation within the property.
“In my opinion, the site is not
designed...for large moving trucks,”
he said.
“A tractor trailer would have a difficult time maneuvering the site. When
people move, sometimes they use a
larger vehicle for moving in or moving out,” he said.
The internal roadway design does
not provide for a shoulder nor a bike
lane or bike path. To have a bike path or
a bike lane, “the footprint of the project
would have to change,” he said.
“The site is tight in general” to
accommodate a fire truck, he noted,
saying the “trucks’ tires would be
right at the curb.”
“A school bus is larger than a fire
truck and takes up more space. A
school bus would not be able to negotiate the site,” he said. “The site is not
designed properly to accommodate a
school bus or a large vehicle.”
As part of Hartz’s plan, the new use
would, in addition to the apartment
buildings, have two clubhouses with
adjacent swimming pools. One of the
two clubhouses would have seven

health and safety concerns related to
any revised plans.
Scotch Plains Avenue resident Jim
Foerst, a former member of the council, addressed the governing body
and exhorted members to “take up
our cause” in opposition to the project
and “stop PSE&G from ruining my
neighborhood.” He said Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
has pledged his “100 percent support” to stopping the project. In the
few days since the PSE&G project
became more widely known, Mr.
Foerst mobilized residents living
along the affected streets, with more
than one hundred turning out for
Tuesday’s council meeting, most of
them wearing blue ribbons as a show
of solidarity against the project.
“We can’t be a transmission alley
for a private entity,” Mr. Foerst said
as he pleaded with the council members to oppose the project. “Anything
less,” he told the mayor and council,
“is a dereliction of your duty.”
David Krieger, a Shackamaxon
Drive resident, spoke at length about
the “sense of horror” he experienced
last weekend upon learning of
PSE&G’s plans. He cited possible
health risks associated with being in
close proximity to high-voltage wires
and said he didn’t want to play “Russian roulette” with his family’s health.

chambers, nearly 20 residents spoke
in opposition to the project that called
for new, higher utility poles carrying
wires with three times the kilovolts as
present. PSE&G planned to run the
new poles and wires from Scotch
Plains Avenue south to Shackamaxon
Drive, then east to Rahway Avenue,
then south to Grove Street and then to
Central Avenue before turning south
to Sycamore Street and onto the
Garwood border.
The new poles would be 15 feet
higher than the existing ones. PSE&G
had also planned to cut 54 trees and
trim another 43 in order to make
room for the new poles.
PSE&G, Mayor Brindle said, is
“very aware” of the town’s concerns
and has been asked to look at potential alternative routes or solutions,
including placing the wires underground. She said the utility will host a
public workshop where residents will
have the chance to question PSE&G
representatives about the project and
whatever new plans are developed.
Town Attorney Thomas Jardim
addressed residents on Tuesday night
and vowed the town “is ready to pursue all legal avenues to ensure PSE&G
acts in a reasonable manner.” He said
the utility needs to explore all viable
alternative routes for the wiring as
well as demonstrate that the upgrade
is necessary and that there are no
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Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader

CLOSED...Theresa’s Restaurant has closed after 25 years in downtown Westfield.
See story on page 2.
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It’s the ﬁrst time in more than three decades that Westﬁeld residents
will deal with the uncertainty of tax assessments. And there’s a pressing
question on the minds of many Westﬁeld homeowners... Will I be
overpaying my taxes when the Westﬁeld Revaluation Process is done?

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING

WESTFIELD
REVALUATION

You can ﬁnd valuable information and videos about the
revaluation and appeal processes at WestﬁeldRevaluation.com.

Cranford BOE Proposes
$68-Mil. School Budget
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

LEADER IN FLORIDA...Caroline and RJ from Cranford hold up The Westfield
Leader in front of the Flagler Beach pier in Flagler Beach, Fla., on Sunday. With
the temperatures reaching into the 80s, playing in the sand and surf has been a
nice break from the ice and snow in New Jersey.

Westfield Municipal
Taxes to Be Flat
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Gildea said.
He told the council his goals for
this year are to maintain the town’s
AAA bond rating while reviewing all
revenue sources to increase non-property tax revenues. The budget will
also allow for a review of vital meeting rooms in the municipal building
that may need renovations or technology upgrades, including video
screens that could be used by applicants at planning and zoning board
meetings.
Mr. Gildea also mentioned continuing funding for a sewer-cleaning program in the downtown, installing electric-vehicle charging
stations in municipal parking lots
and investing in equipment for the
police and public works departments.
The budget is set to be introduced
at the council’s Tuesday, March 26
meeting, Mr. Gildea said, and a public hearing will be held on Tuesday,

April 23.
Town officials are continuing to
formulate this year’s capital budget
proposal that Mr. Gildea said will
likely include finding for road
projects, drainage enhancements,
sidewalk replacement, pedestrian
safety enhancements, public safety
equipment and enhancements to town
facilities and downtown infrastructure improvements.

Support Local Journalism
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CRANFORD — Preliminary discussions about the 2019-2020 school budget
took place on Monday night at the Cranford
Board of Education (BOE) meeting.
The projected total for the budget is
expected to be $68,522,849, which is a
1.26-percent increase from last year. The
approximate school tax increase on the
average Cranford taxpayer will be
$167.16.
The board approved submission of the
budget to the executive county superintendent of schools, part of the state’s
Department of Education.
The six largest components of the budget are salaries and benefits, out-of-district tuition costs, transportation costs,
energy costs, student related/extraordinary services and liability services.
These areas make up over 94 percent of
the budget and add up to $62,763,069.
The district is receiving an increase of
$216,159 in state aid. According to Superintendent of Schools Scott Rubin,
Ed.D., the money will be used to “continue the district’s focus on promoting
and enhancing health and wellness.”
The district is recommending that two
school counselors be hired, one at Orange Avenue School and the other at
Hillside Avenue School.
“Currently, there are no school counselors at either of these schools,” but
instead there is a social worker, working
with a ratio of over 700 students to one,
according to Mr. Rubin. “An additional
counselor at each of these schools certainly
will provide much needed support,” Mr.
Rubin further commented.
Additionally, the extra money will be
put towards partnering with the New Jersey Coalition for Inclusive Education.
A hearing on the budget will be held by
the Cranford BOE on Monday, April 29.
In other board business, the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2018, as submitted by
Hodulik & Morrison, P.A., was accepted
by the BOE, with no recommendations
made. Robert Morrison commented to the
board that the audit was the “cleanest, best,
nicest report we can issue.”
The board accepted resignations on
behalf of Antonia Ward, a speech-language specialist; Kathleen Savage, a
physical education teacher; Shaun Benoit,

ways
to live well.

You’re going to love our approach to “wellness.”
Living well is easy at Fellowship Village. Here, you’ll enjoy maintenance-free
living, farm-to-table dining, a variety of amenities to encourage a robust
social calendar and good friends to share great times with. After all, living
well is the best kind of wellness.
Your Life, Your Plan, Your Life Plan Community
Welcome Wednesdays
Open House
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Explore our new website!
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

8000 Fellowship Road
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Call today to set up your private tour.

877-395-1715

a kindergarten teacher, and Elizabeth
Kellett, a school nurse.
Board member Lisa Carbone commented in regards to the retiring faculty
that “they are pillars of our community,”
and further commented that, “they have
left a mark” on the community.
The next regularly scheduled board
meeting is Monday, March 25.

Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

He urged that the wires be placed
underground, a solution he and others
called a “no brainer.”
A Scotch Plains Avenue resident
called PSE&G’s planned route
through residential neighborhoods
“crazy,” noting that it would run past
the municipal pool complex, Kehler
Stadium and past schools. He also
cited health concerns from the highvoltage wires, saying that “we’ll become a grand medical experiment for
PSE&G” if the project went forward.
A Shackamaxon Drive resident told
the council it was a “no brainer” for
the governing body to “unequivocally” oppose the project.
Mr. Jardim addressed the crowd
part way through the public comments to say the town was “willing to
take all steps necessary to get a plan
acceptable to the community and to
the council.” The mayor and council
members expressed their support for
the residents, with Ms. Brindle noting “how committed we are to oppose
what they are proposing.” She echoed Mr. Jardim, saying that “we’ve
got the legal trigger ready to go” if
PSE&G’s new plans are not acceptable, “and they know that.”
Councilwoman Dawn Mackey assured resident that “we are on your
side” and “working in concert in a
united front.” Councilman David
Contract said he was the only member of the governing body who lives
along the planned route. “I share your
concerns,” he told residents.
In other business, the council passed
three ordinances, including one that
boosts penalties for violations of the
town’s housing and zoning ordinances
to up to $2,000, another that permits the
playing of music and videos on commercial rooftops and third that allows
restaurants and retail establishments to
sell alcoholic beverages on Sundays
starting at 9 a.m. instead of noon and
also scales back the ending time for offpremise retail sales of alcoholic beverages in the early hours of New Year’s
Day from 3 a.m. to 1 a.m.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea told
the council that Union County had formally certified all assessments that were
done as part of the recent property revaluation and said post cards have been
sent to all property owners with information on their new assessments. He reminded residents that the deadline to
appeal such assessments is May 1.
Mayor Brindle also presented several proclamations, one to the volunteer rescue squad as its begins its
annual fundraising drive, another to
the Red Cross that declared March as
Red Cross Month and a third to representatives from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church congratulating the parish
on its 125th anniversary.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

DAR MARKS 75TH ANNIVERSARY...Barbara Krause of the Cranford Chapter
of the Daughters of the American Revolution is presented with a resolution March
5 by Mayor Patrick Giblin marking the 75th anniversary of the Cranford DAR.

County Manager Releases
$491.6-Mil. Exec. Budget
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County Manager Ed Oatman has presented a
$491.6-million budget, of which
$368.2 million would be raised in
county property taxes, to the county
freeholder board.
The county manager said taxes
countywide would increase 2 percent, “the lowest in 20 years, and
lower than last year.”
The proposed spending plan’s tax
levy is $7.2 million over last year.
The plan calls for a debt service payment of $72.2 million, representing
an increase of $5.9 million from 2018.
Salaries and wages are budgeted at
$173.8 million, with pensions totaling $32.4 million, an increase of $3.2
million over last year. Social Security
payments are estimated at $10.5 million, $431,500 below last year. Group
insurance has dropped $467,234 to
$49,928,266, with employee prescriptions budgeted at $16.5 million, the
same as last year.
At Thursday’s freeholder agenda
meeting, Mr. Oatman said the county
expects to save $24.6 million with the
closing of the juvenile detention center in Linden. He said overtime for
the corrections department at the
county jail has been reduced by $1.3
million.
“The county’s continuing economic
boom, coupled with sound fiscal management, has produced another strong
executive budget that is below cap,
maintains the highest bond rating possible, and fully funds Union County’s
high-quality government services,” Mr.
Oatman said. “Our debt levels have
remained low, far less than the maximum of 2 percent by the state.”
The board’s fiscal affairs committee
held meetings on Monday and Tuesday
with department directors to review
their individual proposed budgets and
will meet at the Westfield Municipal
Building this Monday, March 18, at
5:30 p.m., for the last of the meetings,
which are open to the public.
Among projects funded in the budget are construction of turf fields at
Pondersosa Park in Scotch Plains,
construction of a new multi-purpose
field at Wheeler Park in Linden, and

Concerns Over PSE&G
Upgrade of Power Grid

two fields at Madison Avenue Park in
Rahway.
In other business, the board of elections has requested a contract of
$100,465 to be awarded to WilkesBarre, Pa.-based A. Rifkin Co. for
election security bags. Nicole
DiRado, board of elections administrator, said the bags are needed to
carry the ballot cartridge bins back to
the county offices on election night.
She said each cartridge contains the
voter verified paper audit trail, a system included on the county’s newlypurchased election machines, along
with bags containing provisional ballots.
Ms. DiRado said the supply bag
“can nest” on the rolling bin bags
which have wheels, making it easier
to be transported by election workers. A total of 485 supply bags and
440 rolling bin bags are being purchased, she said.
The machines are being rolled out
this year in the Primary and General
Elections after they were unveiled for
Westfield voters last November.
She said the elections board is working with the nine towns where the new
election machines will be rolled out
in the June primary to set up demonstrations for voters. Those towns are
Berkeley Heights, Elizabeth,
Fanwood, Garwood, Kenilworth,
Mountainside, Union and Winfield.
She said her office is scheduling night
and Saturday hours for demonstrations for those towns.
Ms. DiRado said the board of elections
will hold a demonstration of the machine
in Garwood from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Saturdays,April 13 and May 4. They will
be at Trailside Nature and Science Center
in the Watchung Reservation for Earth
Day on Sunday, April 28.
The new machines will be implemented in the 2019 General Election
in Clark, Cranford, Hillside, Linden,
New Providence, Plainfield, Rahway,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield and Summit.
In recognition of this Saturday’s
annual Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade in Union, the board congratulated this year’s grand marshal,
Union Catholic Regional High
School Principal Percylee Hart, Adjunct Kerri Ricci, and Parade General Chairwoman Jessica Ann
Cunningham.

Hartz
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the project in an email to Councilman
Stokes. He said a lot of residents in the
Fourth Ward are hearing for the first time
that “our neighborhood is being turned
into a power distribution corridor.”
“Questions should be asked and
our town government should be the
lead advocate to protect our neighborhood from 69kV transmission
lines,” Mr. Foerst said.
“I stand with you (Mr. Stokes) and
our town government against this surprise announcement of PSE&G to
have our residential streets serve as
the transmission grid for the region,”
Mr. Foerst stated.
He questioned the need to cut down
a significant number of trees.
“If there is no expansion of the
current right-of-way, why is there a
need to cut down 45 plus trees just in
Westfield? The current lines which
are 50+/- feet tall are being increased
to 150 plus percent of current size and
the load of the line more than tripled,”
Mr. Foerst said.
“The base of these poles are 18
inches in diameter which is likewise
much larger than current existing service (which are 10 inches in diameter). What is the property right document or law that gives PSE&G its
current rights? Is there a deed of
easement? Does state law govern the

private utility’s rights to cut down a
private tree without owner consent?”
Mr. Foerst inquired.
Mr. Foerst told The Leader the
height of the new utility poles is to
increase from 50 to 75 feet. PSE&G
documents, however, state that the
maximum height would be 65 feet.
He told The Leader that a PSE&G
employee told him they would be
removing a tree from his front yard on
March 11.
The former councilman said he
will listen to what specifics the utility has to say about the project. Mr.
Foerst is seeking documents including the order from the state’s Board
of Public Utilities instructing
PSE&G to increase its power grid to
the new 69kV.
Mr. Foerst said if necessary he and
his neighbors are prepared to file a
lawsuit to fight PSE&G from removing
trees on privately-owned property and
from moving ahead with the significant
increase in the power grid voltage.
“They are not telling the truth (on
the project.) They just are not telling
the truth,” Mr. Foerst told The Leader.
“I think it’s great that residents are
coming together, but I think the town’s
governing body should be leading the
charge” by asking the questions of
PSE&G, Mr. Stokes said.

parking spots, the other had no dedicated parking spaces, in the plan presented to the board, Mr. Rasched said.
In Mr. Rasched’s testimony, he felt
the clubhouses should have parking
spaces and, “it’s not unusual for a clubhouse that size to have 30 to 40 parking
spaces.” Later, Hartz Mountain attorney James Rhatican asked if the township has a requirement for parking at a
clubhouse, to which Mr. Rasched responded, “I am not aware of any.”
Many tenants will choose to drive
instead of walking 1,000 feet, Mr.
Rasched said, referring to the tenants
going to the clubhouses.
“The site...may not function in a
safe and efficient manner,” Mr.
Rasched summed up.
During board questions, Deputy
Mayor Ann Dooley asked if his testimony would change if he was only
looking at Phase 1. Hartz Mountain
has proposed a two-phase approach
where it would build about half the
apartments in the first phase, and retain some of the commercial space
during the first phase. He said his
testimony would remain the same.
The next meeting will be Wednesday, March 20, when the board of
education will speak, Planning Board
Attorney Mark Rothman said. The
board’s planner will be present at the
Wednesday, April 3 meeting.
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Board OKs Redevelopment
Studies of East Second Street
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning board on Monday authorized
investigations of several properties
and neighborhoods as possible areas
in need of redevelopment as township officials race to meet courtimposed deadlines to comply with
various aspects of its affordablehousing settlement reached a year
ago with builders.
At its meeting on Monday, the
board authorized its planner, Harbor
Consultants, to undertake a preliminary investigation of the East Second Street corridor as well as the

former Jade Isle property on Terrill
Road. The study will follow the same
course as was taken during the first
phase of downtown redevelopment
when Harbor Consultants studied
public and private properties in the
central business district and then
made recommendations to the planning board and township council
about which properties qualified as
areas in need of redevelopment.
A town-hall meeting will be held at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
on Thursday, March 28, so that East
Second Street property owners can
get an idea of the township’s plans
and ask questions of township rede-

Courtesy of Raritan Valley Line Coalition

CONCERNED COMMUTERS...Commuters and public officials pack the
Westfield Train Station last Wednesday night to express their opinions and
complaints to NJ Transit officials. NJ Transit Executive Director Patrick Corbett
and New Jersey Department of Transportation Commissioner Diane GutierrezScaccetti were on hand to hear from riders as part of NJ Transit’s Listening Tour.

PSE&G Power Grid Upgrade
Prompts Residents’ Concerns
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — PSE&G has put
its power grid project for the south
side of Westfield on hold. The project
is part of a statewide initiative.
According to documents published
on the Westfield website, PSE&G
says it will be replacing 26kV utility
lines with 69kV transmission lines
throughout its coverage areas.
“PSE&G and its contractors will be
upgrading the electric system in your
neighborhood to continue to provide
safe, reliable service. Construction
crews will be actively working on the
PSE&G and public rights-of-way in
Westfield, as well as surrounding communities, to install taller, sturdier utility poles and run new electric wires
along an existing pole line. There are
no planned service interruptions associated with this work,” according to a
letter sent to residents by PSE&G.
The utility’s work will start with tree
trimming and tree removal in preparation for replacement of utility poles.
That work is expected to start “on or
about” Monday, March 18, along
Scotch Plains Avenue, Shackamaxon

Drive, Rahway Avenue, Grove Street,
Central Avenue and Sycamore Street.
Resident James Foerst, a former town
councilman, said the new power grid
would stretch 2.1 miles.
“In accordance with the Board of
Public Utilities’ (BPU) Vegetation
Management Rules, we are required
to trim and remove trees, where necessary. If applicable, trees that have
been removed will be replaced with
smaller, utility compatible trees,” according to a letter sent to residents on
the streets impacted.
“These upgrades are needed to address the increased demand for electric reliability throughout PSE&G service territory. As populations have increased and consumer electronic needs
have evolved, the 26kV legacy networks of the last century have been
taxed. The addition of a 69kV network
will alleviate the demands on the existing 26kV network,” according to a
PSE&G fact sheet on the project.
Councilman Doug Stokes, who represents the fourth ward where the
upgrades are to occur, said in an email
obtained by The Scotch PlainsCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader

UNITED RESIDENTS...A group of concerned citizens and local government
officials gather Monday at a private residence on Scotch Plains Avenue to discuss
the PSE&G pole project. Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) led the
discussion and took questions from the residents. Among the concerns are public
safety from high-powered lines, as well as removal of trees. Mr. Bramnick advised
that he had been in contact with PSE&G and that the project currently is on “hold.”

velopment professionals.
The downtown redevelopment
committee last month voted to designate the East Second Street corridor
— instead of Terrill Road — as the
next phase of redevelopment. The
township’s redevelopment plans will
be moving faster than anticipated
thanks to a December court order
requesting the township examine the
remaining six phases of the downtown redevelopment plan and identify additional properties where
higher-density housing units could be
built. Those plans must be in place by
the end of June 2020.
After the planning board completes
its investigation of the 49 East Second
Street properties along with the Jade
Isle lot, it will send its report and
recommendations to the township
council, which could adopt the planning board report and then ask the
downtown redevelopment committee
to finalize a formal plan for any affected properties, much the same process as was followed in the first phase.
A separate study will be done on a
nearly three-acre piece of undeveloped property situated near the intersection of Mountain Avenue and eastbound Route 22, adjacent to the
Westfield border. Michael Mistretta,
the board’s planner, said if his study
finds the property to be suitable for a
housing development, such a development — if it amounts to more than
five units — could include ones designated as affordable.
The planning board also gave its
formal approval to the Bowcraft
Amusement Park redevelopment
plan, which the township council will
introduce as an ordinance at its meeting next week. Mr. Mistretta reviewed
the plans for the 12.6-acre site, which
will include the construction of 190
apartments and 10 townhomes, with
35 of those units being designated as
affordable housing.

Courtesy of Raritan Valley Line Coalition

PACKED HOUSE...Commuters and public officials pack the Westfield Train Station last Wednesday night to express their
opinions and complaints to NJ Transit officials. NJ Transit Executive Director Patrick Corbett and New Jersey Department
of Transportation Commissioner Diane Gutierrez-Scaccetti heard from municipal officials, Union County Freeholders and state
representatives who demanded answers on the restoration of the one-seat ride service and train service improvements.

Twenty-four Hour Marathon
Proposed by Soccer Assoc.
By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The recreation commission will consider
some requests from the local soccer association in regard to its 24hour soccer marathon at the southside field in the spring. There also
was discussion at Monday’s commission meeting about previous
requests from the soccer association concerning new storage units
at its fields and more enforcement

Zoning Board OKs Yoga
Studio, New Parking Lot
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning board of adjustment last week
approved plans to convert an
empty storefront on Westfield
Avenue into a yoga studio and
wellness center and also backed
the development of an empty lot
several blocks away.
The Joseph’s Group LLC will
convert the first floor at 2015
Westfield Avenue — which housed
a florist shop until several years
ago — into a wellness center. Coowner Samantha Kowalczyk told
the board at its March 7 meeting
that the plan is to hold yoga classes
on the premises and also cook and
sell healthy foods such as soups,
salads and baked goods as well as
coffee, tea and water. A small
kitchen also is planned. The
building’s basement will be used
only for storage, she said, and the
two apartments on the second floor
will remain.
It is expected that two employees
and, possibly, a yoga instructor will
work at the new establishment. Parking will be provided in an existing
parking lot that is accessible from
Montague Avenue. Engineer William
Hollows told the board that 11 spaces
— including a single stall located
next to the building that is used by one
of the apartment tenants — will be
provided in the lot, including two in
an existing garage. New fencing will
be installed along the western edge of
the property.
When Zoning Board Chairman Ken
Anderson asked about possible overlap in the parking lot from yoga clients exiting after a class while others
are arriving for the next class, ViceChairman Rich Duthie pointed out
that on-street parking is permitted on
Montague Avenue if the lot was full.

Architect Andrew Adronato told
the board that the building’s exterior
will be repaired and repainted. He
said a new entry door will be included
along the western side of the building. An existing entry door fronting
on Westfield Avenue will be used as
an emergency exit.
Board member Christine Thompson called the wellness center “a
perfect use” for the location, which
is situated in a residential neighborhood. Two Montague Avenue residents spoke in favor of the application before the board’s unanimous
approval.
The other item on the board’s
agenda last Thursday was the unanimous approval of a new parking lot
on Westfield Avenue to serve as a
satellite parking lot for two East Second Street law offices owned by Jon
Bramnick. Mary Liebau, the office
manager for Mr. Bramnick’s law office at 1827 East Second Street, told
the board that there are only seven or
eight parking spaces behind the building, leaving most of the firm’s 44
employees as well as clients and other
visitors to park on the street or in the

town ordinance is broken down by
time and decibel.” Mr. Salvante
said residents who live near the
field should be approached and
asked how they feel about live
music during the times proposed.
Although the township council
accepted the motion to allow the
soccer association to host the event
on the dates proposed, governing
body members decided to table the
issues of food trucks and live music until a later date. Mr. Walsh
said he would like the commission
to compile a list of questions for
Mr. Conley about the additional
requests he is making before a
motion is made.
At last month’s meeting, Mr.
Conley also requested new storage
units for the soccer association at
its fields, more enforcement of nonpermitted players using the fields
and a water fountain for water
bottles at the south-side field. Mr.
Salvante said township zoning laws
allow a 10-foot by 20-foot shed
space and that it could be placed at
the field. Mr. Salvante said the soccer association may have to pay for
the shed.
Mr. Walsh said a motion cannot
be presented until after a policy is
drafted by the commission in regard to what sport organizations
can use the storage space. He is

of non-permitted players using the
fields.
At Monday’s meeting, Frank
Conley, president of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association, spoke about the association’s
desire to host the soccer marathon.
The commission accepted a motion to allow the Scotch PlainsFanwood Soccer Association to
host this event from Friday, June
14, at 7 p.m., to Saturday, June 15,
at 7 p.m. Mr. Conley said there
would be different age-based
games every hour. He is hoping to
host this event every spring, in addition to the fall marathon, to promote team spirit for the sport.
At February’s meeting and again
on Monday, Mr. Conley urged the
commission to approve food trucks
and live music on the far side of the
field near Martine Avenue for the
event. He said he would like the
music to be played by a live band
or DJ on Friday night and most of
the day on Saturday. Commission
members expressed some concerns
about the food trucks and the music.
“There is shared concern about
the music with the residents that
live near the south-side field. Those
residents had problems with noise
in the past,” Commission Chairman Mike Walsh said.
Township Recreation Director
DJ Salvante responded that, “the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BOOKWORMS...The annual book sales sponsored by the Friends of the Scotch
Plains Library got underway last Saturday and continues through March 16.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING

WESTFIELD
REVALUATION

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

It’s the ﬁrst time in more than three decades that Westﬁeld residents
will deal with the uncertainty of tax assessments. And there’s a pressing
question on the minds of many Westﬁeld homeowners... Will I be
overpaying my taxes when the Westﬁeld Revaluation Process is done?
You can ﬁnd valuable information and videos about the
revaluation and appeal processes at WestﬁeldRevaluation.com.

Soccer Association Proposes
24-Hour Marathon
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLOSED...Theresa’s Restaurant has closed after 25 years in downtown Westfield.
See story on page 2.

Cranford BOE Proposes
$68-Mil. School Budget
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Preliminary discussions about the 2019-2020 school
budget took place on Monday night at
the Cranford Board of Education
(BOE) meeting.
The projected total for the budget is
expected to be $68,522,849, which is
a 1.26-percent increase from last year.
The approximate school tax increase
on the average Cranford taxpayer will
be $167.16.
The board approved submission of
the budget to the executive county
superintendent of schools, part of the
state’s Department of Education.
The six largest components of the
budget are salaries and benefits, outof-district tuition costs, transportation costs, energy costs, student related/extraordinary services and liability services.
These areas make up over 94 percent of the budget and add up to
$62,763,069. The district is receiv-

ing an increase of $216,159 in state
aid. According to Superintendent of
Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D., the
money will be used to “continue the
district’s focus on promoting and enhancing health and wellness.”
The district is recommending that
two school counselors be hired, one
at Orange Avenue School and the
other at Hillside Avenue School.
“Currently, there are no school counselors at either of these schools,” but
instead there is a social worker, working with a ratio of over 700 students to
one, according to Mr. Rubin.
“An additional counselor at each of
these schools certainly will provide
much needed support,” Mr. Rubin said.
Additionally, the extra money will
be put towards partnering with the
New Jersey Coalition for Inclusive
Education.
The BOE will hold a public hearing
on the budget on Monday, April 29.
The next regularly scheduled board
meeting is Monday, March 25.

hopeful a policy will be in place by
the commission’s next meeting at
the end of March.
On another issue, Mr. Salvante
said a township ordinance has to
be amended in order for the police
to write tickets for non-permitted
players using the township’s fields.
After speaking with the township
officials, Mr. Salvante said the ordinance number, the location, the
times permitted and the penalty
should be clearly stated on any
signs posted at playing fields.
“There will be no new signage
until the ordinance is in place, hopefully by the next meeting. The next
step will then be to present the new
ordinance to the township attorney
for review and then it will be decided if it goes to the township
council,” Mr. Salvante said.
He told the commission that the
recreation department will “work
on a recommendation” for a water
fountain at the south-side field.
On another matter, the commission has a new subcommittee for
public engagement. Mr. Walsh said
the purpose of the subcommittee is
“to do a better job of communicating with the public to create awareness about what the commission is
doing.”
Commission member and public
engagement subcommittee member Deanna Dell Bene said the subcommittee “wants to inform residents about events in town, the
recreation facilities and the location of the recreation commission
meetings.
“We hope to do this with
Facebook live videos on the Scotch
Plains recreation page, the
township’s Facebook page and pictures on the recreation department’s
Instagram account,” Ms. Dell Bene
said.
Ms. Dell Bene also said she

would like to interview recreation
program instructors to create more
interest in group classes and to
have annual events listed on the
recreation commission’s website.
Mr. Walsh, Mr. Salvante and
commission member Colleen
Gialanella spoke about a meditation garden at Frazee House Park
in honor of town councilwoman
and commission liaison Rose
Checchio, who passed away from a
lengthy battle with breast cancer in
October 2018. Mr. Salvante and
Ms. Gialanella both said they did
not have much success with recent
discussions with the Garden Club
in town about moving forward with
the meditation garden. Ms.
Checchio was the founding member of this club.
Mr. Walsh urged the commission
to “not wait for outside groups”
and to move forward with this memorial. Ms. Gialanella said she is
hoping to raise funds soon and do
planting this spring. Commission
member Tom Donatelli told the
commission that the Westfield Garden Club has a large number of
members and also may be able to
help.
Mr. Salvante spoke of the success of the summer camp registration. He said the new playground
at Brookside Park should be completed by the start of summer camp
and that a new restroom has been
installed at the Greenside Park
playground and that he hopes it
will be finished by the end of
March.
Mr. Salvante said the township’s
Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for
Saturday, April 13, at 10 a.m., at
Brookside Park. He said there will
be 6,000 Easter eggs this year.
On Saturday, April 27, there will
be a Party for the Planet on the
Green, from 9 a.m. to noon, in
conjunction with the Scotch Plains
Green Team.

Fanwood to Hold
Revaluation Meeting
FANWOOD — A special town
hall meeting of the Fanwood mayor
and council has been scheduled
for Tuesday, April 2, at the Forest
Road Park Building, 200 Forest
Road, at 7 p.m., to discuss the
2019 revaluation of all real property situated in Fanwood.
Public officials and the Realty
Appraisal Co., Fanwood’s revaluation consultants, will be present
to answer all questions and concerns residents may have regarding the revaluation process.
Official action may be taken.

LEADER IN FLORIDA...Caroline and RJ from Cranford hold up The Westfield
Leader in front of the Flagler Beach pier in Flagler Beach, Fla., on Sunday. With
the temperatures reaching into the 80s, playing in the sand and surf has been a nice
break from the ice and snow in New Jersey.

County Mgr. Releases
$491.6-Mil. Exec. Budget
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County
Manager Ed Oatman has presented
a $491.6-million budget, of which
$368.2 million would be raised in
county property taxes, to the county
freeholder board.
The county manager said taxes
countywide would increase 2 percent, “the lowest in 20 years, and
lower than last year.”
The proposed spending plan’s tax
levy is $7.2 million over last year.
The plan calls for a debt service payment of $72.2 million, representing
an increase of $5.9 million from 2018.
Salaries and wages are budgeted
at $173.8 million, with pensions
totaling $32.4 million, an increase
of $3.2 million over last year. Social Security payments are estimated at $10.5 million, $431,500
below last year. Group insurance
has dropped $467,234 to
$49,928,266, with employee prescriptions budgeted at $16.5 million, the same as last year.
At Thursday’s freeholder agenda
meeting, Mr. Oatman said the
county expects to save $24.6 million with the closing of the juvenile detention center in Linden. He
said overtime for the corrections
department at the county jail has
been reduced by $1.3 million.
“The county’s continuing economic boom, coupled with sound
fiscal management, has produced
another strong executive budget
that is below cap, maintains the
highest bond rating possible, and
fully funds Union County’s highquality government services,” Mr.
Oatman said. “Our debt levels have
remained low, far less than the
maximum of 2 percent by the state.”

Concerns Rise Over PSE&G
Power Grid Upgrade
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ways
to live well.

You’re going to love our approach to “wellness.”
Living well is easy at Fellowship Village. Here, you’ll enjoy maintenance-free
living, farm-to-table dining, a variety of amenities to encourage a robust
social calendar and good friends to share great times with. After all, living
well is the best kind of wellness.
Your Life, Your Plan, Your Life Plan Community
Welcome Wednesdays
Open House
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Explore our new website!
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

8000 Fellowship Road
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Call today to set up your private tour.

877-395-1715

Fanwood
Times
that,
“PSE&G...advised that this work is
required by the (New Jersey) Board
of Public Utilities in order to enhance
the current electrical system for all
residents which will limit and/or
shorten future power outages due to
severe weather events or other system failures.”
Mr. Stokes told The Times that
PSE&G has said the upgrade would
enhance the electrical grid by connecting two area substations, including Cranford, thus lessening the risk
of power outages caused during severe weather events such as hurricanes.
Mr. Foerst expressed his concerns
on the project in an email to Councilman Stokes. He said a lot of residents
in the Fourth Ward are hearing for the
first time that “our neighborhood is
being turned into a power distribution corridor.”
“Questions should be asked and
our town government should be the
lead advocate to protect our neighborhood from 69kV transmission
lines,” Mr. Foerst said.
“I stand with you (Mr. Stokes) and
our town government against this surprise announcement of PSE&G to
have our residential streets serve as
the transmission grid for the region,”
Mr. Foerst stated.
He questioned the need to cut down
a significant number of trees.
“If there is no expansion of the
current right-of-way, why is there a
need to cut down 45 plus trees just in
Westfield? The current lines which
are 50+/- feet tall are being increased
to 150 plus percent of current size and
the load of the line more than tripled,”

Mr. Foerst said.
“The base of these poles are 18
inches in diameter which is likewise
much larger than current existing service (which are 10 inches in diameter). What is the property right document or law that gives PSE&G its
current rights? Is there a deed of
easement? Does state law govern the
private utility’s rights to cut down a
private tree without owner consent?”
Mr. Foerst inquired.
Mr. Foerst told The Times the
height of the new utility poles is to
increase from 50 to 75 feet.
PSE&G documents, however, state
that the maximum height would
be 65 feet.
He told The Times that a PSE&G
employee told him they would be
removing a tree from his front yard on
March 11.
The former councilman said he will
listen to what specifics the utility has
to say about the project. Mr. Foerst is
seeking documents including the order from the state’s Board of Public
Utilities instructing PSE&G to increase its power grid to the new 69kV.
Mr. Foerst said if necessary he and
his neighbors are prepared to file a
lawsuit to fight PSE&G from removing trees on privately-owned property and from moving ahead with the
significant increase in the power grid
voltage.
“They are not telling the truth (on
the project.) They just are not telling
the truth,” Mr. Foerst told The Times.
“I think it’s great that residents are
coming together, but I think the town’s
governing body should be leading the
charge” by asking the questions of
PSE&G, Mr. Stokes said.

The board’s fiscal affairs committee held meetings on Monday
and Tuesday with department directors to review their individual
proposed budgets and will meet at
the Westfield Municipal Building
this Monday, March 18, at 5:30
p.m., for the last of the meetings,
which are open to the public.
Among projects funded in the
budget are construction of turf
fields at Pondersosa Park in Scotch
Plains, construction of a new multipurpose field at Wheeler Park in
Linden, and two fields at Madison
Avenue Park in Rahway.
In other business, the board of
elections has requested a contract
of $100,465 to be awarded to
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.-based A. Rifkin
Co. for election security bags.
Nicole DiRado, board of elections
administrator, said the bags are
needed to carry the ballot cartridge
bins back to the county offices on
election night. She said each cartridge contains the voter verified
paper audit trail, a system included
on the county’s newly-purchased
election machines, along with bags
containing provisional ballots.
Ms. DiRado said the supply bag
“can nest” on the rolling bin bags
which have wheels, making it easier
to be transported by election workers. A total of 485 supply bags and
440 rolling bin bags are being purchased, she said.
The machines are being rolled out
this year in the Primary and General
Elections after they were unveiled
for Westfield voters last November.
She said the elections board is
working with the nine towns where
the new election machines will be
rolled out in the June primary to set
up demonstrations for voters. Those
towns are Berkeley Heights, Elizabeth,
Fanwood,
Garwood,
Kenilworth, Mountainside, Union
and Winfield. She said her office is
scheduling night and Saturday hours
for demonstrations for those towns.
Ms. DiRado said the board of
elections will hold a demonstration of the machine in Garwood
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays,
April 13 and May 4. They will be at
Trailside Nature and Science Center in the Watchung Reservation
for Earth Day on Sunday, April 28.
The new machines will be implemented in the 2019 General Election
in Clark, Cranford, Hillside, Linden,
New Providence, Plainfield, Rahway,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield and Summit.
In recognition of this Saturday’s
annual Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade in Union, the board
congratulated this year’s grand
marshal, Union Catholic Regional
High School Principal Percylee
Hart, Adjunct Kerri Ricci, and Parade General Chairwoman Jessica
Ann Cunningham.

Yoga
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

adjacent municipal parking lot. A similar lack of parking exists at the
Bramnick-owned building across the
street that houses the Loughlin law
firm, she said.
The new lot, located across Park
Avenue and next to the Valley Bank
property, will include 12 parking
stalls, two of which will be designated for handicapped use, according
to engineer Thomas Quinn. He told
the board that an underground detention basin will be installed to collect
rain water and said fencing will be put
in place on all sides of the lot, which
will be accessible from Westfield Avenue. Engineer James Watson told
the board the new lot will help “lessen
the burden” on township-owned lots.
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Board of Adjust. Denies
Solar Panels on Orenda
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The board of adjustment approved four applications
and denied one application at
Monday’s meeting.
Applicant George Rizk, of 370
Orenda Circle, was denied approval
to install a solar panel rooftop on the
street facing side of his roof. The
town ordinance prohibits solar panels from being placed on the streetfacing side of the roof, but allows
solar panels to be placed on the rear
facing rooftop or as an accessory
structure.
Board member Matt Sontz said
that although he supports renewable
energy efforts, an approval would
“disregard” the town ordinance,
which clearly prohibits the streetfacing solar panels. Town Planner
Donald Sammet said the ordinance
was passed with consideration to
“neighborhood aesthetics.”
Mr. Sammet said many “earlystage solar panels” did not blend
aesthetically with the roof.
Solar Panels representative John
Jones testified on the applicant’s behalf. Mr. Jones said Solar Panels is
owned by Tesla. Tesla has created a
solar roof which blends well with a
black rooftop, including “solar
shingles” which are available to customers, stated Mr. Jones, describing
the solar panel aesthetic during testimony.
Mr. Rizk said the solar panels could
not be placed anywhere on his property or the rear roof as the panels are
best suited for a “southern facing
display” to receive the “most
sunrays.”
Board of adjustment Chairman
Chris Masciale said the ordinance
clearly prohibits solar panels from
being placed on the roof’s streetfacing side.
Mr. Masciale said a visual presentation of what the solar panel roof
would “look like” compared to ordinary roofs or neighboring roofs
would have helped with approving
the application based on aesthetical
appropriateness.
Board member Allyson Hroblak
said, upon hearing testimony suggesting solar panel roofing has improved both aesthetically while supporting renewable efforts, she would
recommend an ordinance change to
Mayor Shelley Brindle and township council’s attention.
Ms. Hroblak voted for the application to be approved.
Applicants Kevin and Michelle

McGurn, of 421 Birch Avenue, were
unanimously approved to expand an
existing garage. A variance was required as the garage is greater than
500 square feet and is required to be
10 feet from the property line. The
proposed garage is only 3.7 feet from
the property line.
He said the garage does not impose on neighboring properties in
the side and rear yards. Mr. Masciale
said the board recognizes the original structure is quite old and provides less accessibility than a modern constructed garage.
A renovation would be beneficial
to the particular neighborhood, not
detrimental to the neighborhoods
character, stated Mr. Masciale.
Applicant Jeanne Martel was
unanimously approved to construct
a one-story addition including a onecar garage.
Ms. Martel stated that the garage
would provide storage space for her
children’s sports equipment and seasonal backyard ornaments. Ms.
Martel said the garage would not
impose on their neighbors’ property
lines.
Applicants Thomas and Brittany
Moore, 1121 Wychwood Road, were
approved to construct an addition.
The addition would convert a threebedroom home into a five-bedroom
home, stated Mr. Moore. The project
is pending Mountainside Planning
Board approval before construction
can begin.
Applicant Columbus West LLC.,
532 Cumberland Street, was approved to construct a new two-family dwelling. The lot was previously
zoned for a two-family dwelling
where one currently exists, stated
the applicant’s attorney Joshua
Koodray.
Mr. Koodray said the project’s architect determined the home was in
irreparable conditions. The developer decided to rebuild the home
“from the ground up,” Mr. Koodray
stated.
“The application is not only functional, but is a great benefit to the
neighborhood,” Mr. Koodray said.
Mr. Masciale said the application
does not create a parking issue and
the property is already zoned for a
two-family home.
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NJ Transit Officials Hear
From RVL Commuters
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

YOUTH ACADEMY...The Cranford Police Department (CPD) will host the 13th
Annual Cranford Police Youth Academy Class from Monday, July 8, to Friday,
July 12. Classes run daily from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The academy is for students
completing grades 6 through 8. The primary goal of the academy is to encourage
open communication between the youth of Cranford and members of the CPD.
The program gives Cranford youth the opportunity to see some of the aspects of
the police department. Applications can be found on the department’s website,
cranfordnj.org/police-department. The deadline for applications is Monday,
April 15, at 3 p.m. There is an $80 registration fee. Interested persons are invited
to contact Detective Steven D’Ambola at (908) 709-7336 or Captain Joseph Van
Bergen at j-vanbergen@cranfordnj.org.

Theresa’s Restaurant
Closes After 25 Years
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Theresa’s Restaurant, a staple in Downtown
Westfield for more than 25 years,
closed its doors last week.
Located at 47 Elm Street, the restaurant offered northern Italian-style
cuisine.
In a letter sent to Sherry Cronin,
executive director of Downtown
Westfield Corporation, the management entity of the Westfield Special

Workshops for Master
Plan, Parks And Rec.
Reexamination Told
WESTFIELD – Community Workshops for public input on the town’s
Master Plan reexamination and the
parks and recreation strategic plan
will begin next week.
Dates for workshops are as
follows:Thursday, March 21, 7 to 9
p.m., Edison Intermediate School cafeteria; Wednesday, April 3, 7 to 9
p.m., Town Hall Community Room;
Wednesday, April 24, 7 to 9 p.m..
Edison School cafeteria; Monday,
April 29, 7 to 9 p.m., Town Hall
Community Room, and Sunday, May
5, at Spring Fling.
For more information on the Master Plan Reexamination, please visit
westfieldnj.gov/futurewestfield.
For more information on the Parks
and Recreation Strategic Plan, visit
www.westfieldnj.gov/parksplan.

Bramnick’s New Book
Now Available On Amazon

Jon Bramnick, New Jersey’s
Funniest Lawyer, has published a
hilarious book on interpersonal skills
Order your copy today at Amazon.com

Improvement District, Theresa’s
owner, Robert Scalera, cited his reasons for the closure as “difficult economic times and regulatory restrictions (that) make it impossible to keep
the doors open.”
“After an amazing 25 years of
serving the Westfield community, I
am closing the doors of Theresa’s
Restaurant. While I am ending this
professional chapter, I will be moving on to another business opportunity,” Mr. Scalera said. “This decision was not an easy one and along
with it, comes much sadness and a
heavy heart.”
Mr. Scalera also had owned and
operated the Isabella’s and Mojave
Grille restaurants that previously
closed their doors. Isabella’s was
closed and sold in the fall of 2013.
Mojave and Isabella’s were located
at 35 and 39 Elm Street, respectively.
Spice Bazaar, an Indian restaurant, is relocating from Quimby Street
to 39 Elm in space most recently
occupied by Ambeli Greek Taverna.
Buddha Sushi is opening in the
former Mojave Grille space at 35
Elm.
Approved by the Westfield Planning Board in October of 1993,
Theresa’s opened in the former storefront of All-Star Sports.
To his customers Mr. Scalera
said, “I am looking forward to the
next chapter in my life, and hopefully, our paths will cross again
soon.”

WESTFIELD – NJ Transit held a
“listening session” at the Westfield
Train Station last Wednesday night to
hear from its ridership. The “listening
session” was prompted by resident
concerns regarding “one-seat rides”
to New York City along the Raritan
Valley Line (RVL).
Westfield residents, alongside
neighboring residents who share commutes on the RVL, asked local leaders including state Senate Minority
Republican Leader Thomas Kean, Jr.
(R-21st, Westfield), Assembly Minority Republican Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) and
Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz (R21st, Summit) for support in negotiating a “more equitable distribution
of one-seat rides.”
A “one-seat” ride allows passengers to commute directly to New York
City without having to transfer trains
in Newark. Train transfers increase
the probability for delays, according
to residents attending Wednesday’s
NJ Transit event. Westfield was given
an “off-peak” one-seat ride last summer. The off-peak one-seat ride was
suspended by NJ Transit last fall as
Positive Train Control (PTC) equipment was installed on all trains. PTC
monitors and controls a train to prevent unsafe speeds.
Governor Phil Murphy appointed
Kevin Corbett as NJ Transit’s executive director. Mr. Corbett, who was
on hand for last week’s event, said
Westfield’s RVL one-seat ride will
not be restored before or during the
summer of 2019. Mr. Corbett said
New Jerseyans are “sharing the pain”
throughout the state regarding transit
problems.
Mr. Corbett said restoring a “broken relationship” with Amtrak, hiring
more train engineers, and appropriating the NJ Transit budget to reduce
problems on a “systemic level”
throughout the entire transit system
should improve all New Jersey residents’ transit experiences over time.
He said NJ Transit has been working proactively to repair the relationship with Amtrak, noting that the relationship has propelled discussions
regarding track maintenance, track
responsibility, train schedules and
train priorities for both Amtrak and
NJ Transit trains.
Train engineer staffing remains “a
problem” NJ Transit is beginning to
address, stated Mr. Corbett. NJ Transit has been met with a reduced budget in recent years, he stated.

Mr. Corbett said he refused to place
budgeting cutbacks “on anyone in
particular.” He stated that within the
next six months, NJ Transit will be
training more engineers. With more
engineers, he said the transit lines
will be properly staffed with workers
to guide and ride the trains to more
destinations at increased intervals.
Numerous residents criticized NJ
Transit for providing “one-seat rides”
at peak and non-peak times to neighboring lines and towns including Summit and Princeton. Attendees openly
stated that the RVL has more “riders”
than other lines that were given “peak
and off-peak one-seat rides.”
Mr. Corbett responded that NJ
Transit’s planning subcommittee “always considers the entire system”
when planning rides throughout the
state. Mr. Corbett said although the
rider experience may seem hassled
for Westfield commuters, NJ Transit
is resolving a “no service” situation
for Atlantic City residents.
“That is what we mean when we
say sharing the pain,” said Mr. Corbett
in describing “systemic” failures
which his administration and himself
are working daily to resolve.
One-seat rides would increase
Westfield home property values with
a ripple effect on neighboring municipalities, said one commuter.
Cranford Township Commissioner
and Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley said
towns throughout Union County have
had to accommodate housing for more
than 8,000 units to be “compliant”
with court-mandated affordable housing. She said train platforms are already overpopulated with commuters.
“How does the state expect us to
provide housing for commuters when
the infrastructure (one-seat rides and
higher-frequency trip generation)
does not exist to accommodate these
new residents?” Ms. Dooley asked.
Assemblyman Bramnick said the
lack of current infrastructure to accommodate all the commuters proves
surrounding towns’ resources and
state resources are overburdened by
the affordable-housing mandates. He
said New Jersey must place affordable-housing oversight back under
the State Legislature, not the court
system.
Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith,
Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle,
Westfield Councilman David Contract, Garwood Planning Board member Bill Nierstedt and Roselle Park
Mayor Joseph Signorello also were
in attendance.
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ON SALE

WEDNESDAY, 3/13
THRU
TUESDAY, 3/19

Wines & Spirits

WOW!
OUR PRICES

Can't Be
Beat!

St. Patrick’s Day Sale!

NO CLUB CARDS OR MEMBERSHIP FEES! Just the LOW PRICES on the Brands YOU WANT!

JamesonIrishWhiskeys

29
$
09
36

$

Jameson
Irish Whiskey

33

$

09
750 ML

09
750 ML

750 ML

Jameson
Caskmates

Jameson
Black Barrel

IrishCreams&Liquors

39

$

09

Tullamore Dew
Irish Whiskey (750ML)

1.75 L

ShopRite
Sale Price

Baileys Irish Cream

MFR Mail-In
Rebate

11

$

$28.09
-$5.00

99

After MFR. Mail-In Rebate

23

$

1-Liter

Brady’s Irish Cream
seecoupon

09
perbtl.
btl.
per

750 ML

FINAL PRICE

IrishBeers

Smithwick’s Irish Ale 6-Pack
67.2-oz. tot., 11.2-oz. NR bottles

Harp Lager 6-Pack

yourchoice

8

$ 99

67.2-oz. tot., 11.2-oz. NR bottles

See store for more of your
St. Patrick’s Day Favorites!
SUPERCOUPON

12

$

9

99

$

99

Guinness Pub
Draught 8-Pack

Harpoon
the Craic 6-Pack

119.2-oz. tot., 14.9-oz. cans

72-oz. tot., 12-oz. NR bottles

8

8

$ 99

Present This Coupon at Time of Purchase

9

$

1-Liter

Brady’s
Irish Cream

$ 99
0

Guinness Pub
Draught 6-Pack

72-oz. tot., 12-oz. NR bottles

67.2-oz. tot., 11.2-oz. NR bottles

010070

Guinness
Blonde 6-Pack

99

SAVE 2.00

6

With this coupon.
At participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits.
No Limit – while supplies last.
No other discounts apply.
Effective thru Wed. 3/13 thru Tues. 3/19/2019.

PRICES IN THIS AD ONLY AVAILABLE AT STORES LISTED BELOW
ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Caldwell

ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Parsippany

ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westﬁeld

478 Bloomﬁeld Avenue, Caldwell, NJ 07006

808 US-46, Parsippany, NJ 07054

333 South Avenue E., Westﬁeld, NJ 07090

(973) 226-8400

(973) 335-2625

(908) 232-8700

Call 1-800-SHOPRITE for the store nearest you. Visit us online at shoprite.com/winesandspirits
Prices established by ShopRite Liquors of Rochelle Park. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. We reserve the right to limit quantities to four (4) units of any sale items. Prices do not include sales tax.
None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed. March 13, thru Tues., March 19, 2019, at ShopRite Liquors of Caldwell, Parsippany, and Westﬁeld, NJ only.
•Lowest acquisition price allowable by NJ ABC law will prevail.
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Will High Voltage Lines Impact
Health, Safety of Residents?
Westfield residents on the south side of town are
concerned over a major upgrade planned for the
PSE&G power grid. While the Westfield Page link
on the utility’s website does not provide much information on the full extent of the power grid upgrade,
only addressing removal of trees and the trimming of
other trees near power lines, other documents available on the Westfield town website show a much
bigger project.
PSE&G is said to be removing 45 trees and trimming another 54. The utility, in a letter to residents,
said any trees that are removed would be replaced
with “smaller, utility compatible trees.”
“Construction crews will be actively working on
the PSE&G and public-rights-of-way in Westfield,
as well as surrounding communities, to install taller,
sturdier utility poles and run new electric wires
along an existing pole line,” according to a letter to
residents from PSE&G.
The utility is said to be upgrading a power grid
throughout the state from 26 to 69 kilovolts (kv) with
utility poles in height up to 65 feet, with the diameter
at the base being 18 inches.
The new 69 kv higher voltage transmission lines
will connect to switching stations and substations.
PSE&G says the new lines will “alleviate demand”
on the lower 26 kv lines.
The impacted area includes “portions of Scotch
Plains Avenue, Shackamaxon Drive, Rahway Avenue, Grove Street, Central Avenue, and Sycamore

Street,” according to information on the town’s
website.
Our concern is whether PSE&G has the legal
authority to remove trees on private property without approval from residents, as one resident told us
a tree is to be removed from his front yard. Also, why
the rush? And if the utility is replacing power lines
with voltage that is nearly three times what currently
is provided along a residential area, will there be a
health or safety impact on residents? If a line was to
come down during a storm, is there a higher risk
factor to homes located along the line?
PSE&G has said there would be no harm from the
new lines. “The overwhelming body of scientific
study shows no definitive link between EMF (Electric and Magnetic Fields) and health issues,” the
utility says in its question-and-answer sheet for its
power grid upgrade. “After 30 years of worldwide
research, there are no direct or casual links between
electric and magnetic fields and adverse health
effects,” the utility says.
Is the increase in voltage a result of all the new
housing coming to the region? Hundreds of housing
units are under construction or proposed in towns
like Cranford and Garwood.
We encourage all residents in Westfield and surrounding towns to pay attention to this project and
attend meetings, write to PSE&G and their state
legislators if they have concerns about this major
power grid upgrade.

Thanks to Emergency Units, DPWs,
For Getting Us All Through Winter
It may not feel like it quite yet, but spring is now
less than one week away, and we’re eagerly counting
the days. While we may not have had the successive
nor’easters or snow totals seen during some other
years, we still experienced our share of blustery
weather this time around, with the worst stormrelated conditions occurring more than a month
before winter officially began. None of us will likely
soon forget the chaos surrounding the snowstorm
last November 16, which left commuters and students stuck for hours, followed by government leaders vowing action to prevent such widespread
gridlock from happening again.
We’ve since grappled with gusting winds, frigid
temperatures, slick surfaces, potholes and other
hazards that accompany most winters in this part of
the country. We’re a hardy bunch here in the northeast, and typically able to handle Mother Nature’s
many moods, yet still always glad come March 20
to bid winter adieu.
With another winter nearly behind us, we once
again wish to acknowledge and offer a round of
thanks to our emergency responders and all those
who faithfully perform their duties even under the
most severe weather conditions, sometimes directly
in harm’s way. These include our police officers,
firefighters, first aid personnel and public works
employees, among others.

The tasks associated with public health and safety
are extensive and challenging at any time of the year,
in any climate, but especially so during winter. The
men and women who serve in these capacities investigate crime, battle fires, conduct rescues, transport
patients, address infrastructure problems and respond to power outages while coping with subfreezing temperatures, poor visibility, unsafe road
conditions and fallen power lines, to cite just a few
of the hurdles they face.
These individuals deserve special recognition 365
days a year, but we are particularly reminded each
winter of the extent of their service and sacrifice. It
also is important to note that many of those risking
their safety and lives in service to their neighbors are
volunteers. We have true heroes in our midst.
We periodically offer kudos in this space to our
emergency responders and our local public works
employees, and thank them anew for helping bring
us all through another winter. We also thank them
in advance in the event winter decides to have one
“last hurrah” with us. They are among any town’s
greatest assets and literal lifelines to those in need.
Likewise, we encourage our fellow residents to
support their extraordinary efforts through donations, voluntarism, or simply a written or spoken
expression of thanks for the vital services they
provide to all of us year round.
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Letters to the Editor
The Top Priority of Lower Westfield
Tax Rate From Union County
First, I would like to thank everyone for your outreach to me about our
initiative for tax relief from Union
County to our town.
With that in mind I have what, in
my view, is a bit of good news. At our
February 26 town council meeting
Mayor Brindle made note of a meeting with Union County Freeholder
Chair Bette Jane Kowalski to discuss
Westfield’s priorities and request for
her/the county’s support.
The top priority was a lower county
tax rate for Westfield! I look forward
to hearing more on this, but I still
believe that it would be most useful
for the appropriate people from Union
county to attend one of our upcoming
town council meetings and present
how the $42 million we send to Elizabeth is spent/allocated.
To that end I have requested of
Freeholder Mouded to schedule this
at our town council meeting on Tuesday, March 26 (8 p.m.). Once confirmed I will be back to you with a

further update.
Thanks again for your support of
this important initiative.
Frank Arena
Westfield Ward 1 Councilman

Editor’s Note: Frank, Just checking that you are aware county will
hold budget meeting in Westfield Town
Hall on Monday, March 18 at 5:30.
Monday is first meeting at Galloping
Hill clubhouse in Kenilworth.
—————
Thanks Paul. Yes. Saw this and
thanks for the reminder. I’m away
starting this Wednesday, returning
Tuesday the 19th. and these meetings
are one-way presentations with no
public comment.
My request for them to come to our
Council Meeting on March 26th is to
talk specifically about the $42 million that we send to them and how it
is spent/allocated.
Frank

Scotch Plains Downtown
Redevelopment Town Hall Meeting Set
For March 28, 2019
The Scotch Plains Downtown Redevelopment Committee (SPDRC)
will hold a special town hall meeting
on Thursday, March 28, at 7:30 p.m.
at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Auditorium (667 Westfield
Road) to discuss the redevelopment
process for Tier 2, Phases 4 and 5
(East Second Street) and Block 204,
Lot 5 located in Tier 3, Phase 6 (Jade
Isle Property).
The town hall meeting is specifically geared towards property and
business owners in the study areas,
but anyone from the public may attend and ask questions. The meeting
is for informational purposes only.
No formal action will be taken at this
meeting.
On February 19, the township council adopted resolutions to authorize
the planning board to investigate properties identified in the Tier 2, Phases
4 and 5 (East Second Street) and
Block 204, Lot 5 (Jade Isle property)
to determine which properties meet
the criteria as an area in need of redevelopment.
This meeting is intended to provide
an explanation of the preliminary investigation process and provide an
update on the continued progress of
the downtown redevelopment effort.
Members of the SPDRC will be available to answer questions.
“Scotch Plains is continuing to
move forward with downtown redevelopment by starting the process on

East Second Street and the Jade Isle
property,” said Mayor Al Smith, chairman of the SPDRC. “These areas will
provide many opportunities for
mixed-use development that will benefit our residents and create a vibrant
East Second Street corridor. I am
looking forward to starting this process.”
“This forum is a great opportunity
to get feedback from our downtown
property and business owners,” said
Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo, vicechairman of the SPDRC. “Public input is extremely important to the redevelopment process, and the SPDRC
looks forward to working together
with all stakeholders throughout the
redevelopment process.”
For more information on the Downtown Redevelopment Initiative,
please
visit:
https://
www.scotchplainsnj.gov/ If you have
any questions about this Town Hall
meeting, please contact Tom Strowe,
project coordinator for redevelopment, at (908) 322-6700, ext. 317 or
tstrowe@scotchplainsnj.com.

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rhob – Juice
2. Xanthochroous – Having a yellowish complexion
3. Schizotrichia – Splitting of the hair
4. Tuz – A lock or tuft of hair
TOL
1. Haughty; boastful
2. A lowland by a waterside
3. To prod; badger
4. To take away
ICTERITIOUS
1. Having yellow skin due to jaundice
2. Covered with scales; scaly
3. Abrasive; irritating
4. Given to creeping or crawling
CASINGS
1. Fine white clay used in making
porcelain
2. Topsoil
3. Cattle manure dried and used as fuel
4. A stem, stalk or support
CASEFY
1. To rapidly change in density; solidifying
2. To be concise; brief; to the point
3. Forming a rough and dry surface
4. To make or become cheeselike

May your day be touched by
a bit of Irish luck, brightened
by a song in your heart and
warmed by the smiles of the
people you love.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Daylight Saving Time

‘Three or Four Hours After Midnight,
With My Head Full of the Subject’
This Sunday began Daylight Saving Time. Remember? Fall back one hour at 2 a.m.
Muddled, countries around the world have different
policies and time changes. It can be confusing and its
energy savings are controversial. One of the better
justifications for current energy policies and one of our
favorite lines – “Three or Four Hours After Midnight,
With Our Heads Full of the Subject” by Benjamin
Franklin.
A uniform implementation of Daylight Saving Time
has eluded civilization, and controversy exists whether
it actually saves energy, as Benjamin Franklin humorously suggested in a letter to The Journal of Paris in
1784 – (Excerpts) “Messieurs, You often entertain us
with accounts of new discoveries.
Permit me to communicate to the public, through
your paper, one that has lately been made by myself, and
which I conceive may be of great utility… I was the
other evening in a grand company, where the new lamp
of Messrs. Quinquet and Lange was introduced, and
much admired for its splendour; but a general inquiry
was made, whether the oil it consumed was not in
proportion to the light it afforded, in which case there
would be no saving in the use of it… I went home, and
to bed, three or four hours after midnight, with my head
full of the subject. An accidental sudden noise waked
me about six in the morning, when I was surprised to
find my room filled with light; and I imagined at first,
that a number of those lamps had been brought into it;
but, rubbing my eyes, I perceived the light came in at the
windows.
I got up and looked out to see what might be the
occasion of it, when I saw the sun just rising above the
horizon, from whence he poured his rays plentifully into
my chamber, my domestic having negligently omitted,
the preceding evening, to close the shutters… Your
readers, who with me have never seen any signs of
sunshine before noon, and seldom regard the astronomical part of the almanac, will be as much astonished as I
was, when they hear of his rising so early; and especially
State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway and Linden.

when I assure them, that he gives light as soon as he
rises. I am convinced of this. I am certain of my fact. One
cannot be more certain of any fact. I saw it with my own
eyes. And, having repeated this observation the three
following mornings, I found always precisely the same
result….
Yet it so happens, that when I speak of this discovery
to others, I can easily perceive by their countenances,
though they forbear expressing it in words, that they do
not quite believe me. One, indeed, who is a learned
natural philosopher, has assured me that I must certainly
be mistaken as to the circumstance of the light coming
into my room; for it being well known, as he says, that
there could be no light abroad at that hour, it follows that
none could enter from without; and that of consequence,
my windows being accidentally left open, instead of
letting in the light, had only served to let out the
darkness; and he used many ingenious arguments to
show me how I might, by that means, have been deceived. I owned that he puzzled me a little, but he did not
satisfy me; and the subsequent observations I made, as
above mentioned, confirmed me in my first opinion…
This event has given rise in my mind to several serious
and important reflections. I considered that, if I had not
been awakened so early in the morning, I should have
slept six hours longer by the light of the sun, and in
exchange have lived six hours the following night by
candle-light; and, the latter being a much more expensive light than the former, my love of economy induced
me to muster up what little arithmetic I was master of,
and to make some calculations, which I shall give you,
after observing that utility is, in my opinion the test of
value in matters of invention, and that a discovery which
can be applied to no use, or is not good for something,
is good for nothing… I say it is impossible that so
sensible a people, under such circumstances, should
have lived so long by the smoky, unwholesome, and
enormously expensive light of candles, if they had
really known, that they might have had as much pure
light of the sun for nothing. A Subscriber.”
7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org
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Styrofoam Recycling
Encouraged By County
COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders encourages all residents to recycle clean,
white, block-style Styrofoam at designated drop-off locations in their
municipality, or at a countywide location in Springfield. As part of the
effort to encourage Styrofoam recycling, the freeholder board has provided nine Union County municipalities with signage, educational brochures and new recycling bins.
Berkeley Heights, Cranford, New
Providence, Plainfield, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Summit, Union Township and Westfield have all received
the new materials.
“The Styrofoam recycling programs enable Union County residents
to help increase our efforts to conserve resources and manage our waste
stream more efficiently. It is a good
opportunity for all of us to ‘think
globally, act locally,’” said Freeholder
Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski.
Styrofoam is the common name for
polystyrene, which comes under the
Plastic 6 recycling category.
All Styrofoam dropped off for recycling must be clean, dry, and in block
form, such as that used for furniture
and appliance packaging. Residents
can look for the 6 recycling label to
confirm it is acceptable for recycling.
The unacceptable list includes all
food service items, packing peanuts,
egg cartons, and any colored, wet, or
dirty foam.
All Union County residents and
businesses are welcome to bring clean,
dry, block-form Styrofoam for recycling to Foam Pack Industries, located off Route 22 East at 72 Fadem
Road in Springfield. The recycling
bin is in the company’s parking lot
and is accessible at any time.
The following municipal Styrofoam
drop-off sites have are available only
to residents of those municipalities,
during the specified days and times:
Berkeley Heights: Berkeley
Heights DPW yard, 101 Berkeley

Avenue, on the first Saturday of the
month from 9 a.m. to noon.
Cranford: Cranford Conservation
Center, 210 Birchwood Avenue, on
Wednesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 3:20
p.m., and on Saturday and Sunday,
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:50 p.m.
New Providence: New Providence
DPW, 29 Park Place, on the first and
third Saturday of each month from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Plainfield: Plainfield Municipal
Utilities Authority Transfer Station,
95 Rock Avenue, Monday through
Friday from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., and on
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Scotch Plains: Scotch Plains DPW,
2445 Plainfield Avenue, on Thursdays between 8 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Springfield: Springfield Municipal
Pool parking lot, 40-44 Morrison
Road, first Saturday of every month
from 7 a.m. to 11 am.
Summit: Transfer station, 40 New
Providence Avenue, Tuesday through
Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. and
Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Union: Union DPW, 1 Swanstrom
Place, Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Westfield: Westfield Conservation
Center, 1300 Lamberts Mill Road.
Styrofoam may be dropped off whenever the facility is open (visit
westfieldnj.gov for days and hours of
operation).
Other recycling initiatives this year
include a new interactive display at
the Trailside Nature and Science Center, new educational programs focusing on senior centers, continued promotion of “Recycle Right!” compliance guidelines, and the new “Reel In
and Recycle” anti-litter campaign for
Union County Parks.
For more information about
Styrofoam recycling visit ucnj.org/
recycling/styrofoam.
For all other Union County recycling programs call the Union County
Recycling Office at (908) 654-9890
or visit online at ucnj.org/recycle.

Sergio Granados, chairman of the
Trust Fund. Over the past two years,
the program has provided funding for
92 school gardens.
“When children are introduced to
gardening in the schools, it helps them
begin to think holistically about their
food, their schools, their larger communities and the health of the planet,” said
Freeholder Granados. “UC Kids Dig In
teaches kids about growing their own
healthy food options and empowers
them to help those in need, by donating
30 percent of their harvest to benefit
local food pantries and shelters.”
Grant application forms have been
sent to school superintendents in all
Union County school districts. The
deadline for submissions is Monday,
April 1 at 5 p.m.
Principals and educators who are
interested in having their school apply for a grant can contact Victoria
Durbin-Drake, administrator of the
Office of the Union County Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Trust
Fund,
at
vdurbin@ucnj.org or (908) 558-2277.

Recycling Events Coming Up
Union County will host a weekend of
mobile paper shredding events on the last
weekend in March. Shredding will take
place on both Saturday, March 30 and
Sunday March 31 at the Union County
Vocational Technical Schools located at
1776 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. Both
events will run from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or
until the truck(s) get filled. Residents can
bring up to four bags of confidential
documents for shredding. The following
mobile paper shredding event will be
Friday, April 26 at Cedar Brook Park in
Plainfield.
On Saturday, April 6, there will be a
household hazardous waste program at
the Union County Vo-Tech School. The
event will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m..
Items for drop off include old pesticides and herbicides, pool chemicals,
gasoline, oil-based paints and deck
stain.
Union County’s Scrap Metal Recycling program also starts up again in
April. The events are the first Thursday
and Third Saturday of each month so for
April the collections will be on Thursday,
April 4 and Saturday, April 20. There are
two locations in Union County for residents to drop off their metal for recycling,
one in Cranford and Rahway. All loca-
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Schools Invited to Apply for
Kids Dig In Garden Grants
COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has announced that the 2019 “Union County
Kids Dig In” garden grant program for
schools in Union County. The program is designed to help schools provide enriching educational experiences
while encouraging students to give
back to the Union County community
through donations of fresh produce.
Schools with students in grades
pre-kindergarten through grade 12
are eligible to apply for a Union
County Kids Dig In grant. The grants
are funded through the Union County
Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund.
“Union County Kids Dig In gives
young people a chance at hands-on
learning and service,” said Freeholder
Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski.
“They learn about organic gardening,
soil health, water conservation, and
pollinators. Kids Dig In helps kids see
how their actions really do make a
difference.”
Union County Kids Dig In began in
2017 as an initiative of Freeholder
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tions will be open from 9 a.m. to noon.
Residents can drop off old appliances,
microwaves, air conditioners, and metal
lawn furniture.
Please visit www.ucnj.org/recycling for
more information or directions.

Westfield residents can sign up for
email updates from the town government. Visit www.westfieldnj.gov/
townupdates to sign up for the following:
Update Newsletter from Mayor
Shelley Brindle summarizing the latest issues in Town;
Finance/Taxes: Quarterly payment
date reminders;
Agendas and Minutes: Meeting
agendas and minutes for the town
council, planning board, board of
adjustment or board of health;
Press Releases distributed to the
media;
Notifications about large-scale, pre-

Éire go Brách

planned utility work by the town’s
service providers.
“We continue to prioritize communication to our residents, and this is
the latest addition in reaching people
through as many means as possible,”
said Mayor Brindle.
“While the town is extremely active on social media, we recognize
that many folks prefer to be reached
via email, and this new service allows
us to push information directly to
them. As always, I encourage residents to stay informed and engaged
about the town’s initiatives, and this
is one additional way to help facilitate that process.”

Bill Would Require Study
To Restore One-Seat Ride
TRENTON – Legislation sponsored
by state Senator Nicholas Scutari (D22nd, Linden) which would require
NJ Transit to conduct a feasibility study
on restoring the one-seat ride from the
Raritan Valley Line to New York City,
has been introduced in the Senate.
“The loss of the one-seat ride to
Manhattan has been felt throughout
my district and surrounding counties,”
said Senator Scutari. “The Raritan
Valley Line is a large rail operation
with strong ridership numbers and it is
perplexing to me, and to those in the
area, why NJ Transit would view this
passage to New York City as expendable. Our businesses, our residents
and our economy are feeling the effects of this loss every day. The continued temporary loss of revenue, the
loss of time and the loss of tax dollars
cannot continue to persist without incurring permanent losses.
“I echo the strong advocacy displayed by the Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition in calling for NJ Transit to
re-commission the one-seat railcar.
Alleviating the monetary strain on
businesses and local economies

throughout the region and ending the
inconvenience of ballooned travel
times that riders are experiencing is
paramount,” Sen. Scutari said. “Conducting a feasibility study would provide valuable analysis and projections of costs to restore service, as
well as provide NJ Transit with the
steps they can take to see this come to
fruition. Our region needs this.”
The Regional Plan Association
conducted a study on the impact the
one-seat ride service into Manhattan
has on the towns surrounding the rail
line. The study revealed that towns
are more desirable and see increases
in their residential property values.
These towns greatly benefit from
workers traveling through as well.
Salaries for jobs in Manhattan are 60
percent higher than the same jobs in
New Jersey. This consumer spending
correlates to strong local economies
with healthy business districts, and
attract new businesses to these towns.
Within six months of enactment,
NJ Transit would be required to issue
a report to the legislature detailing
findings of the study.

Spencer Savings Bank Announces Plans To
Change Charter to Mutual Savings Bank
WESTFIELD, N.J. — Spencer
Savings Bank, SLA has announced
that its Board of Directors has adopted
a plan to convert its charter from a
New Jersey chartered mutual savings
association to a New Jersey chartered
mutual savings bank. Consistent with
its Strategic Plan, the charter conversion will provide the bank with new
opportunities to grow and expand in
existing and new markets by increasing its amount of higher returning
investments and commercial loans,
providing expanded lending and investment powers and providing
greater flexibility to structure and finance its operations, including acquisition opportunities.
Completion of the charter conversion is subject to the approval of the
bank’s members and its regulators,
the New Jersey Department of Banking and the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (“FDIC”). It is anticipated that the charter conversion
will be completed sometime in the
third quarter of 2019.
“For more than 75 years, we have
stayed focused on providing a bank
that is financially strong and stable
with exceptional service to our customers and communities,” stated José
B. Guerrero, Chairman, President and
CEO of the bank. “With this change,
we will be able to provide more products for our consumer, small business

This is your new home
we are talking about

Owen Brand
Mortgage Development Officer
Phone - 908.789.2730
Cell - 908.337.7282
Email - owen.brand@santander.us
NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. C0427_12F 12/09/16

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong.

Sometimes it’s letting go.
With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work,
our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the
complex process of divorce.
Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs
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and commercial customers, grow the
bank and better compete in our markets.”
Because of a recent change to federal law expanding the lending and
investment powers of federal savings
associations, conversion to a New
Jersey chartered mutual savings bank
will place the bank on a level competitive playing field, allowing it lending and investment powers not currently allowed to a New Jersey chartered savings association.
After the completion of the charter
conversion, depositors and borrowers of the bank will remain depositors
and borrowers of the resulting mutual
savings bank. The charter conversion
will not change any of the terms or
conditions of existing deposits or
loans. The deposit accounts of the
resulting mutual savings bank will
continue to be insured up to applicable limits by the FDIC.
About Spencer Savings Bank:
Spencer Savings Bank, SLA is a
community bank headquartered in
Elmwood Park, N.J., that has been
serving its local communities with
integrity and pride for more than 75
years. The bank, serving consumers
and businesses, operates 21 branches
throughout New Jersey.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

A UNITED FRONT...Mayors of towns along the Raritan Valley Line (RVL)
recently met to discuss NJ Transit’s response to three issues facing commuters on
that line and how best to advocate for their residents. The mayors are pictured here
with State Senator Tom Kean (R-21st, Westfield) and Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz (R-21st, Summit).

Mayors Asks NJ Transit to
Improve Platform Transfer
REGION — Mayors of towns
along the Raritan Valley Line (RVL)
met to discuss NJ Transit’s response
to three issues facing commuters on
that line and how best to advocate
for their residents. RVL Mayors Alliance is working to get a same platform transfer in Newark, return of
the off-peak midtown direct trains
and ultimately, direct trains during
peak commuter hours and on weekends.
According to Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, who also co-chairs RVL
Mayors, the platform transfer in Newark is a significant issue for commuters who must race downstairs then up
to another platform hoping to catch a
train into New York Penn. “The platforms and stairways are jammed
packed and people sometimes miss a
connection,” she stated.
The 32 mayors of the RVL are
asking NJ Transit to at least improve
service for RVL riders by providing a
same platform transfer in Newark.
“We don’t have a one-seat ride into
New York so having to deal with a
platform transfer is adding insult to
injury. We’re the forgotten commuters, but the Raritan Valley Line Mayors Alliance plans to change that,”
added Mayor Mahr.

Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle,
also a co-chair of RVL Mayors, described the other pressing issue is the
return of the off-peak direct trains
that were suspended last fall so NJ
Transit could install the Positive Train
Control system. “Three lines were
affected and only Raritan Valley hasn’t
been restored. RVL Mayors have
asked repeatedly, including at the recent NJT Listening Tour in Westfield,
and it appears there is no plan to
return those trains to service in the
near future. This is unacceptable. We
represent more than 23,000 commuters and mayors can be a powerful
voice for their residents,” Mayor
Brindle said.
RVL Mayors have met with state
Senators, members of the State Assembly, NJ Transit and plan to be
more vocal and visible. “We’re tired
of being the forgotten commuters,”
Mayor Mahr said.
RVL Mayors is a bipartisan, independent Alliance of 32 mayors spanning four counties and organized by
Mayors Mahr, Brindle and Mayor
Bob Fazen of Bound Brook in 2018
to engage and organize the mayors, as
well as the public.
More information on the website
www.rvlmayors.org.

The Law Office of

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.
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Physician Stephen L. DeFelice Explores the Existence of God

Maybe-Ism: The Emoji Brain
In Search of a Personal God
Does a personal God exist? Noted
Westfield physician and author,
Stephen L. DeFelice, tackles this
question and more in his new, provocative, thin book, “Maybe-Ism:
The Emoji Brain in Search of a
Personal God.” He takes a fresh
look at the new evidence concerning the existence of a personal God
by using a unique epistemological
approach or a new way of how we
can know things he calls “The Emoji
Brain.”
The primary objective of this
stimulating educational book is to
encourage influential religious and
secular thought leaders of diverse
types to employ such evidence in
their efforts to communicate to their

constituents, such as students. This
book is not intended to support any
particular religion.
The Emoji Brain directly confronts
the two major anti-God forces –
Scientism and Philosophy. For centuries, scientists, philosophers, theologians and secular intellectuals pursuing this question have become bogged
down in linguistic quagmires. The
Emoji Brain frees us from this trap
and takes us to Maybe-Ism, the argument that persuasively supports the
existence of such a God.
Journey with Dr. DeFelice as he
takes a hard, unadulterated look at
how atheists, agnostics and Godists
apply their arguments, beginning with
where these schools of thought agree.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES
No matter what your belief about
God is, you will most certainly see
things in a new light after reading
and digesting the arguments in this
book. Visit www.emojibrain.com to
order your copy. Also available on
Amazon and Barnes and Noble and
other sites.
Reader Reviews
“Dr. Stephen L. DeFelice presents
a new and intriguing way to explore
the question of the existence of a
personal God. This book has a lot to
offer believers, agnostics (i.e.,
“Maybe-ists”), those who believe in
what the author calls “Scientism,”
and even die-hard atheists. His original concept of ‘The Emoji Brain’ is
fascinating, not only in and of itself,
but also, in how it relates to how we
perceive and how we know. This
may be the only book you ever read
that makes ‘epistemology’ fun!”
“With the ascendancy of the
‘Nones,’ Dr. DeFelice’s book could
not have come at a more propitious
time. Where are you on the religious
spectrum? Despite the title, Dr.
DeFelice does not let you off the
hook. A very challenging read.”
“Could not put the book down
once I started. The author’s erudite
examination of the ultimate question of existence was fascinating to
me. This book seems to be an empirical remedy to the scientific approach. Since there is no factual
certainty, I take the ‘Aquinas’ basis
and rely on faith. Thanks for opening our minds.”
“I’m a born-again atheist/former
Roman Catholic and the discussion
floats my proverbial boat. The book
is well-written and as such neither
panders nor goes over the head.”
“Grappling with the meaning and
makings of existence is no small
task, and despite this book’s slim
nature, Dr. DeFelice approaches that
lofty undertaking head-on seeking
to illuminate oft-ignored areas of
belief that lie between a deeply polarized society’s extremes of godliness and godlessness. Whether
you’re a devout Christian or a stalwart Atheist, this book offers a
unique perspective on how we comprehend what many of us feel is
incomprehensible.”
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin
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Israel Support Committee to Hold Forum
Regarding UNRWA on March 24
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Israel
Support Committee of Central New
Jersey will have four experts from
The Center for Near East Policy Research explain their arguments of how
the United Nations Relief Works
Agency (UNRWA) became a terrorist incubator.
UNRWA was created in 1949 to
provide relief to the 700,000 Arab
refugees who fled their homes during
the Israel War of Independence.
“Multiple in-depth studies have
shown how UNRWA incites hatred
against Jews, especially among children, and perpetuates the belief that
the original refugees would return to
homes now in Israel along with their
five million descendants,” according
to a release from the committee.
The Center for Near East Policy
Research will present what the committee described as evidence, shared
with the U.S. Congress, of textbooks
used in UNRWA’s schools, terrorist
indoctrination videos and personal

testimonies. The research organization will explain its Master Initiative
for Reforming UNRWA. The experts
speaking will be:
Bassem Eid, a Palestinian citizen
of Israel and human-rights activist.
David Bedein, author, investigative journalist and Israeli activist.
Dr. Amon Groiss, Ph.D., Princeton,
MPA, Harvard, Middle East school
book expert.
Lt. Col. (res.) Jonathan Halevi, special consultant on terrorism.
This event will be held on Sunday,
March 24, at 3 p.m., at the Jewish
Community Center of Central New
Jersey, located at 1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains. It is open to the
public. Light refreshments will be
available. Tickets are $10 mailed to:
Israel Support, 18 Shalom Way,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076 by Friday,
March 22, or $12 at the door. For
questions, contact Conrad Nadell at
conradwho@gmail.com or (908)
531-8228.

The Israel Support Committee represents Chabad of Union County of
Scotch Plains, Congregation Anshe
Chesed of Linden, Congregation Beth
Israel of Scotch Plains, Congregation
Israel of Springfield, Temple Beth El/
Mekor Chayim of Cranford, Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah of Clark, Temple
Emanu-El of Westfield, Temple
Sholom of Scotch Plains and Union
County Torah Center-Chabad of
Westfield. The committee’s mission is
to provide information to the community on issues affecting Israel and to
support the people and State of Israel.

Library Friends Post
Spring Book Sale
MOUNTAINSIDE — The Friends
of the Mountainside Library’s Annual Spring Book Sale will take place
on Friday and Saturday, March 29
and 30, from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
each day, at the library.
Donations of gently-used hardcover
and paperback books, music CDs and
DVDs will be accepted during library
business hours from Friday, March
22, until Wednesday, March 27. Soiled
or damaged items and items with
mildew cannot be accepted.
A preview for Mountainside residents will be held on Thursday, March
28, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. After the sale,
a “Bag Day” will take place on Monday, April 1, from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Every dollar raised will be used to
support programs and services at the
Mountainside Public Library. Adult
and children’s programs, music programs, Summer Reading programs,
website sponsorship and Museum
Passes are just a few of the ways that
the Friends contribute to the library
and to the community.
The library is located at 1 Constitution Plaza, Mountainside. For information, call (908) 233-0115.

Garwood Knights
Plan St. Pat’s Dinner

Photo courtesy of Pam Gabel

ASHES TO GO...The Chelsea at Fanwood assisted living residence offered an
“Ashes To Go Drive-Thru” on Ash Wednesday, March 6, from noon to 1 p.m.
Father Duncan Johnston of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield imposed
ashes to anyone who drove up to the Chelsea’s breezeway at 295 South Avenue.
Drivers and passengers were not required to leave their cars. About 30 cars drove
through, and there also were several walkups. Father Johnston also visited one
Chelsea resident who was unable to leave her apartment. The Chelsea and Father
Johnston were pleased to offer this service to the community.

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will host a St.
Patrick’s Day Dinner this Sunday,
March 17, from 1:30 to 5 p.m., at 37
South Avenue, Garwood.
A donation of $25 is requested for
adults and $10 for children. A cash
bar will be available. The menu includes corned beef and cabbage, Irish
soda bread, potatoes, soda and various desserts. There also will be music, Irish dancers and games. All proceeds will support Knights of Columbus charities.
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Library to Host Makers Day
For Adults and Children
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will host a Makers Day for adults and children on
Friday and Saturday, March 22 and
23, respectively. The library is located at 550 East Broad Street.
Adults are free to drop in to the
Meeting Room anytime Friday between 12:30 and 3:30 p.m. to create
crafts such as dreamcatchers,
origami bookmarks, decoupage

CATCH THE SUN...Sun catchers like
this one will be among the craft offerings for adults during the Westfield
Memorial Library’s two-day Makers
Day events on Friday and Saturday,
March 22 and 23.

boxes, sun catchers and pens topped
with flowers, among other projects.
All supplies will be provided,
and librarians and other staffers
will be on site to teach the craft and
help where needed. The program
will end at 4 p.m. and is free and
open to the public. There is no
need to register for Makers Day.
Children and their families are
invited to come to the library on
Saturday anytime between 10 a.m.
and 12:30 p.m. for a variety of
crafts and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)
activities. The program ends at 1
p.m. The day is geared to ages 4
and up, and it is open to full-service Westfield Memorial Library
cardholders only.
Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit the library’s
website at wmlnj.org and sign up
for the monthly e-newsletter, “Library Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Garden Historian to Discuss
‘Little House’ Landscapes
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy will welcome Marta
McDowell, author of “The World of
Laura Ingalls Wilder: The Frontier
Landscapes that Inspired the Little
House Books,” on Tuesday, April
23, at 7 p.m., at the Cranford Community Center.
A garden historian, Ms.
McDowell will take her audience
on a journey with the beloved “Little
House” series as attendees explore
Wilder’s deep relationship to the
landscape. Throughout, participants
will learn details about Wilder’s life
and inspirations, discover how to
visit the real places today, and even
learn to grow the plants and vegetables featured in the stories.
The plants, animals and landscapes are so integral to the stories,
they are practically their own characters. It is a world of prairie, forest, farm and garden.
Ms. McDowell lives, writes and
gardens in Chatham. She teaches landscape history and horticulture at the
New York Botanical Garden and has
worked as a horticulturist at Reeves-

Reed Arboretum in Summit. She has
been a featured speaker at locations
ranging from the Arnold Arboretum
to the Philadelphia Flower Show. She
also wrote “All the Presidents’ Gardens,” a New York Times bestseller,
and “Beatrix Potter’s Gardening
Life.” Ms. McDowell’s garden is included in the Smithsonian’s Archives
of American Gardens.
The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
Ms. McDowell will have copies of
her book available for purchase and
signing. Purchases may be made
with cash or check only. This event
is sponsored by the Hanson Park
Conservancy. The program is free
and open to the public. No registration is required, but seating is available on a first-come, first-served
basis. For more information, go to
the
Conservancy
website,
hansonparkconservancy.com.
This history program is made possible in part by a HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thousands) Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, TAY!...Members of the senior network of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield gather to sing birthday wishes to Tay Miller,
center, on her special day February 13 at Charlie Brown’s restaurant in Scotch
Plains. Senior citizens at the Westfield church have an opportunity to enjoy a
variety of activities including movies, Bible studies, book clubs and small
groups. For more information about the church, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue, call the church office during business hours at (908) 233-3031.

Columbia Bank Receives
Bauer’s 5-Star ‘Superior’ Rating
FAIR LAWN — Thomas J. Kemly,
President and CEO of Columbia
Bank, is pleased to announce that the
bank has been awarded a 5-Star (“Superior”) Rating from Bauer Financial, Inc., an independent bank rating
company. Bauer’s 5-Star Rating, their
highest performance ranking, represents an independent, unbiased analysis of a financial institution’s safety
and soundness position. Bauer has
been analyzing and reporting the financial condition of the nation’s banking industry since 1983.
In making the announcement, Mr.
Kemly noted that, “Columbia Bank is
proud to be recognized as one of the
strongest banks in New Jersey.”
The Bauer rating is based on a
complex analysis of financial criteria
including capitalization, asset quality, profitability, liquidity and risk.

The 5-Star Rating indicates that Columbia is both financially sound and
has the resources to deal with a variety of adverse economic conditions.
About Columbia Bank
Headquartered in Fair Lawn, N.J.,
Columbia Bank has an asset base of
over $6.5 billion and 50 full-service offices throughout New Jersey.
Columbia Bank offers a wide range
of consumer and commercial products, including online and mobile
banking, localized lending centers
as well as title, investment and
wealth management services. For
more information about Columbia
Bank’s full line of products and
services, visit their website at
columbiabankonline.com.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

The group for spouses will meet
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. It will cover
topics such as coping with caregiver
emotions and managing stress, navigating care options and defining
one’s roles as caregivers.
Licensed Clinical Social Worker
and InfoCare Manager Kathy Larkin
will lead both groups. Pre-registration is required for each. The groups
will meet at SAGE Eldercare, located at 290 Broad Street, Summit.
To register or for more information,
call (908) 598-5509.
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Eagle Scout Project to Help
Children Who Feel Lonely

Photo by Bill Howard, St. Paul’s Church

A WELCOMING CHOIR...The Friends of Music at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
will host a special Choral Evensong honoring the church’s 125th anniversary this
Sunday, March 17, at 4 p.m. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is located at 414 East
Broad Street, Westfield.

Choral Evensong Sunday To
Mark St. Paul’s 125th Year
WESTFIELD — St. Paul’s Episcopal Church will present a special
Choral Evensong this Sunday, March
17, at 4 p.m. All New Jersey residents
are invited to attend. The Reverend
Duncan Johnston, D.Min., rector of
St. Paul’s, advises that, “People have
been praying Evensong for many hundreds of years, and we’re pleased to
offer this unique blend of spectacular
music and soothing prayer to the
Westfield community and beyond.
Beautiful words and stunning music
are two of God’s greatest gifts and we
are thrilled to pass them on to
Evensong attendees.
“This year’s Choral Evensong comes
at a special and wonderful time of
celebration,” continued Reverend
Johnston. “St Paul’s is 125 years old
this year. We wish to thank the people
of the town for their love and friendship since 1894, and we invite everyone to celebrate the start of our next
125 exciting years on March 17.”
In tune with this, the St. Paul’s
Choir, led by Music Director Mark
Hyczko, will perform a new anthem,
“Rejoice in Hope,” by native New
York composer and Pulitzer Prize for
Music winner Paul Moravec. The
anthem, commissioned by Director
Hyczko on behalf of St. Paul’s, is
based on Paul’s Letter to the Romans
(Romans 12:9-21), in which he advises his “Brothers and Sisters” to

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer [and to] Live
in harmony with one another, live
peaceably with all.”
In keeping with Paul’s message of
peace and hope, Mr. Hyczko explained
that, “The ‘program’ for an Evensong
is not in recital or concert format. This
allows the listener some freedom to
relax, meditate and enjoy the music. I
recently learned that Evensong attendance in England’s Anglican Churches
has risen and continues to rise, despite
declining attendance in British
churches overall. Perhaps this is because the service demands no particular religious commitment, but simply
offers busy people a chance to get
away from an otherwise hectic daily
grind for a few private, spiritual and
musical moments.”
Mr. Hyczko added that, “We selected all the music and liturgy from
what we believe St. Paul’s might have
programmed at an Evensong 125
years ago. The hymns, prayers, responses, etc. will hail from the 1892
Book of Common Prayer and the
1892 Hymnal.”
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is located at 414 East Broad Street,
Westfield. The 45-minute service
starts promptly at 4 p.m. There is no
charge and parking also is free. For
more information, call Mr. Hyczko at
(908) 232-8506, extension no. 10.

Torah Center-Chabad Lists
Purim Celebration Dates
WESTFIELD — The Union
County Torah Center-Chabad will
present multiple family programs
this coming holiday of Purim.
A Purim Story and Crafts hour
will take place this evening, Thursday, March 14, at 6 p.m., at Barnes
& Noble, located at 1180 Raritan
Road, Clark. Children will enjoy a
story-telling session followed by
creative Purim crafts. Graggers will
be available for all. There is no fee
for this program. For more information or to RSVP, call (908) 7895252, email info@torahcenter.org
or register online at torahcenter.org.
A pre-Purim Hamantash Bake will
be held at the Torah Center this
Sunday, March 17, at 11 a.m. Children will put on aprons, take out
rolling pins and bake hamantashen
to take home. The fee is $5 per
child. Reservations are preferred
and may be made at torahcenter.org,
info@torahcenter.org or (908) 7895252.
There will be a Megillah reading
followed by Hamantashen and
L’chaim on Wednesday, March 20,
at 7:30 p.m. It will be open to the
public and free of charge.
The Torah Center will have another Megillah reading on Thursday, March 21, at 8:45 a.m., as it is
a mitzvah to hear it being read on
Purim day as well.
Additionally that day, the Torah
Center will host a family Purim
Celebration. From 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
there will be a family program that
includes a pizza dinner, masquerade contest (grand prize for best
costume/prize for everyone in costume), face painting and balloon
twisting. Kosher DJ will spin Jewish music from all over the world.

There also will be a magic show
with Magical Josh. A multimedia
Megillah reading will be held at 6
p.m. Thanks to an anonymous donor, the fee is $5 per family. A
Purim Dinner will take place at
6:30 p.m., followed by stand-up
comedy by Edward Mullayev (The
Kosher Comic).
All the activities will be held at the
Torah Center, located at 111 Laurel
Place, Westfield. There is a fee of
$25 per adult and $15 per child.
Sponsorships are available for $180.
Interested persons are asked to RSVP
by Monday, March 18.
All the programs are open to the
public and everyone is welcome.
For more information, call the Torah Center at (908) 789-5252 or
email info@torahcenter.org or register online at torahcenter.org.

Church and Knights
To Host Blood Drive
AREA — The Church of the Assumption and the Knights of Columbus will sponsor a blood drive on
Saturday, March 23, from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. It will take place in the Lower
Chiego Church Hall, located at 113
Chiego Place, Roselle Park.
Appointments are preferred, but
walk-ins also will be welcome. All
donors will receive the following
free health screenings: cholesterol,
blood pressure, temperature, iron,
pulse and blood type.
Donors should weigh at least 110
pounds, eat a meal before donating, bring identification and drink
plenty of water before and after
donating. For more information or
to schedule a donation, call (201)
251-3703 or visit vitalant.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Chris
Bagdonas, a lifelong resident of
Scotch Plains and a senior at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, is hoping his Eagle Scout project will encourage children to be supportive of
each other.
A member of Boy Scout Troop 33,
Chris currently is installing a homemade “Buddy Bench” for Westminster
Preschool in Fanwood, which he said
provides a great message for all young
people. Chris is the son of Jean and
John Bagdonas.
The concept is simple: when a child
is feeling lonely during playtime/recess at school, he or she can sit on the
Buddy Bench. His or her classmates
would be taught strategies to help
their friend feel better. Asking them
how they are feeling, inviting them to
their game or activity, and sitting with

them on the bench are some ways that
students can help their lonely classmates feel happy and included.
The Buddy Bench movement has
been constantly growing in the United
States since it first began in Pennsylvania in 2013. Chris hopes to further
the message of kindness, friendship
and inclusion within the Scotch PlainsFanwood community through his
project. For more information, interested persons are invited to visit https:/
/youtu.be/9JoF_6Kodg0 for a video
featuring Chris discussing the Buddy
Bench concept in greater detail.
Eagle Scout is the highest rank
available in Boy Scouting. To attain
this status, candidates must meet all
requirements and complete a service
project that benefits any religious institution, school or the Scout’s community.

GOOD BUDDIES...Students enjoy the “Buddy Bench” that Chris Bagdonas is
installing at Westminster Preschool in Fanwood as a way to encourage youngsters
to befriend a child who may be feeling lonely. A member of Boy Scout Troop 33,
Chris chose the bench as his Eagle Scout project as a way to help children find
support and friendship.

Cranford Library Reveals
Upcoming Activities
CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library has scheduled multiple family events for the second half
of March. With the arrival of Spring
next week, events for April and May
will be announced. The library is located at 224 Walnut Avenue.
The library will participate in
New Jersey Makers Day, a statewide celebration of making and
maker culture that takes place every March in the Garden State.
Children of all ages are invited to
come to the library on Saturday,
March 23, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
to tinker, play and learn.
The Lego Club will meet on Tuesday, March 19, during which
youngsters in kindergarten to grade
6 are invited to free-build and share
their work with their friends. Additional sessions will take place on
April 16 and May 21. Sessions last
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. No registration is required.
Children in grades 1 to 3 are
invited to make a Fish in a Bag
craft on Monday, March 25, from 4
to 4:45 p.m. Registration is required and currently is underway.
Interested persons may call (908)
709-7272 or stop by the Children’s
Department to reserve a spot.
Additionally, the library will continue its story time sessions through
Thursday, April 11. The library has
weekly offerings for children ranging in age from 3 months to 5 years.
All story times meet at 10:15 a.m.
No registration is required, but participants are asked to arrive on time
as space is limited and the library
may be unable to accommodate
latecomers.
The library also continues to
present iDiscover Coding, a monthly

introduction for children to the logic
of computer programming. The next
session will be on Tuesday, March
26, for those in grades 1 to 3. Registration is not required, but space
is limited. This free program is sponsored by a grant from the Union
County Freeholders.
Students in grades 4 to 6 are invited
to attend a fun series called Unquiet
Library, which meets on Thursdays.
Participants have an opportunity to
watch movies, tinker with robots, play
video games and enjoy other activities. The next date is March 21.
For full information about programs available at the Cranford
Public
Library,
visit
cranfordlibrary.org.

Harpist to Present
Medieval Music
CRANFORD — The Cranford Historical Society invites the community
to an afternoon of medieval music
with harpist Michele Mountain.
The program will take place on
Sunday, April 28, at 2 p.m., at the
Hanson House, located at 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford. All
are welcome.
Ms. Mountain has been entertaining people for more than 30 years
on both the East and West Coasts, at
events ranging from weddings to
historical reenactments. For the upcoming program she will be dressed
in a medieval costume and will play
music from the period.
To help her audience to understand the music, she will stop occasionally to talk about the composers and the times. Ms. Mountain
has made two full-length, independent CDs.

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Caregiver Support Groups Available
SUMMIT — SAGE Eldercare
has announced that free caregiver
support groups will be available
for adult children and spouses beginning April 8 and meeting every
other Monday.
The group for adult children who
act as their parents’ caregivers will
meet from 7 to 8:30 p.m. It will
cover topics such as balancing work
and the needs of families, longdistance caregiving, family conflicts, finding resources and navigating the healthcare system.

Thursday, March 14, 2019

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.
Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor
Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com
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– Obituaries –
Barbara Aufiero
Lifelong Resident of Westfield

On March 6, 2019 Barbara Gunther she is survived by her sons,
Aufiero, 84, passed away peacefully Raymond P. Aufiero and Daniel J.
in Bel Air, Md., with her
Aufiero, and her daughter
family at her side. She
Maryann Aufiero, and by
resided there under the
her three grandchildren,
loving care of her daughPaul Aufiero, Matthew
ter, Nancy, and son-inGunther and Michael
law, Steven Gunther.
Vastano.
Mrs. Aufiero was born
Family services were
on August 16, 1934 in
held Monday, March 11,
Cranford, N.J., to John
at the Dooley Colonial Fuand Madeline Ryan and
neral Home in Westfield.
was a lifelong resident
In lieu of cards or flowers,
of Westfield until 1999.
the family asks that donaBarbara Aufiero
Her husband, Raymond
tions be made in memory
C. Aufiero, a Westfield
of Barbara Aufiero to the
firefighter for 20 years, passed away Bel Air, Maryland Volunteer Fire,
in 1980.
Rescue, and EMS at www.bavfc.org.
March 14, 2019
Along with her daughter Nancy
TEEN LEADERS...WAYVE Teen Foundation Board Co-Chairs Ryan Smith and
Rachel Simpson, together with their fellow board members, invite Union County
non-profits to apply for more than $6,000 in available grants.

WAYVE Teen Found. Board
Seeks Grant Applicants
WESTFIELD — Rachel Simpson
and Ryan Smith, co-chairs of the
WAYVE Teen Foundation Board,
have announced that the board is accepting requests for proposals that
will provide Union County-based
charities with over $6,000 in grant
awards for the proposals chosen by
the board. The deadline for submissions is Monday, April 22, 2019. The
grant awards will be announced on
Monday, May 20.
The Westfield Area Youth Volunteer Experience (WAYVE) is made
possible through a grant from the
Westfield Foundation and is coordinated by Jewish Family Service of
Central New Jersey (JFSCNJ), a nonprofit, non-sectarian health and social service agency that serves all
residents of Union County.
Members of the WAYVE Teen Foundation Board are Emma Aronowitz,
Chloe Beaulieu,Andrew Brennan, Gregory Claiborne, Benton Cummings,
Matthew Dispenza, Max Feldman, Sean
Hazard, Emma Karp, Jeremy Kornfeld,
Grace Lanza, Owen Mason, Madeline
Silva, Rachel Simpson, Ryan Smith,
Brianna Stewart, Anna Tichenor and
Julia Weinstein.
All members of the WAYVE Teen
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE
At a meeting of the Township Committee
of the Township of Cranford on Tuesday,
March 5, 2019, the Township of Cranford
authorized execution of a contract with
AVIDD Community Services of New Jersey, Inc. for the sale of real estate of a
certain property known as Block 573, Lots
10 and 12.03 a/k/a Myrtle Street, Cranford,
New Jersey. This agreement and Resolution No. 2019-145 authorizing said agreement are available for public inspection at
the Office of the Township Clerk.
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/14/19, The Leader
Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

Foundation Board have expressed an
interest in community service and all
have volunteered for a wide range of
Union County-based charities, social
service organizations, synagogues and
churches.
“Last year this board did so many
things to improve the lives of those in
our community,” said Rachel
Simpson. “We’re excited to review a
new group of grant proposals.”
“There are so many deserving nonprofits in our community where our
friends and family donate their money
and time, and it’s satisfying to be
involved in the funding of these great
organizations,” added Ryan Smith.
The WAYVE Teen Foundation Board
will be mentored by Tom Beck, executive director of JFSCNJ; Anne Marie
Puleio, executive director of The Fred
C. Rummel Foundation, and Darielle
Walsh, Westfield community leader.
The grant requests will range from
$500 to $1,500 and are for a onetime, short-term project. The grants
are designed to support programs that
address needs that will improve the
lives of Union County residents. The
focus areas are: food insecurity, technology/equipment, environmental,
social service and advocacy for impoverished and/or vulnerable populations. Proposals need to demonstrate how the program will promote
the health and social well-being of
the agency’s constituents. Applicant
agencies must be non-profit organizations with proof of 501©3 tax-exempt status, have strong board involvement and demonstrate responsible financial stewardship. The board
will not award funds to individuals
for scholarships, or for agencies located out of Union County.
Any organization interested in applying
should
email
WAYVE@jfscentralnj.org for an application, or access the requests for
proposals online at https://
jfscentralnj.wufoo.com/forms/
m1lkue5y0z00k6p/.

WHEREAS, periodic update of allowable uses and regulations pertaining to
them within non-residential zone districts
is desirable to help promote economic
development and sustainability in Town;
and
WHEREAS, the commercial use of rooftops allows for businesses to provide an
open-air amenity for its employees, customers, or visitors; and
WHEREAS, allowing the commercial
use of rooftops as a conditional use within
the Central Business District Zone District
enables a land use board to review the
development proposal prior to establishment; and
WHEREAS, the playing of music,
whether live or recorded, and/or presence
of television or video screens or displays is
a desirable amenity for rooftop uses including rooftop dining areas, and should
be permitted with proper regulation; and
WHEREAS, the Town Council does
hereby further find that the public interest
of the Town of Westfield will be served by
amending the Land Use Ordinance of the
Town of Westfield in the manner set forth
herein.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield, in the County of Union and the
State of New Jersey, as follows:
SECTION I. Article 18, Section 18.24,
Subsection D. entitled “Electronic visual displays; sound and amplification., is hereby deleted in its entirety. The
existing subsection E shall be re-lettered
as subsection D.
SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in conflict
or inconsistent.
SECTION III. In the event that any section, provision, or part of provision of this
ordinance shall be held to be unenforceable or invalid by any court, such holding
shall not affect the validity of this ordinance
as a whole, or any part thereof, other than
the part so held unenforceable or invalid.
SECTION IV. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication in the
manner provided by law.

TASTEFUL EVENING...The Garden Club of Westfield and guests share an
evening of hors d’oeuvres paired with various oils and balsamic combinations
February 19 at Patricia & Paul Artisans of Fine Oils and Balsamics, located in
downtown Westfield.

DBSA to Host Psychiatrist
For Talk on OCD Issues
AREA — The Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance (DBSA) will
feature at its monthly meeting on
Wednesday, March 27, Bruce P.
Friedman, M.D. Dr. Friedman treats
children, adolescents and adults. He
was magna cum laude at Duke University, earning his medical degree
at the University of Arizona. He became chief resident at NYU/Bellevue
and was recognized for Clinical Excellence for New York University.
Dr. Friedman is a Diplomate in Adult
and Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and TMS Neuromodulation. His
practice is in Montclair.
Dr. Friedman’s presentation will
be entitled “All about OCD, an
update on strategies to navigate
the repetitions, rituals and fears.”
In addition, Dr. Friedman will answer all questions on mood disorder topics in his “Ask the Doctor”
discussions with the audience.
These educational meetings of the
DBSA take place on a Wednesday
every month at 7:45 p.m. using the

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
March 12, 2019.
Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk
1 T - 3/14/19, The Leader
Fee: $61.20

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION
PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001365-19
FILE NO. 51333-7772
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO
BERKELEY FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY;
OCWEN FEDERAL SAVINGS
BANK FSB
YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and required to serve upon the Law Offices of
Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Corporation, Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose
address is 660 New Road, Suite 1-A,
Northfield, New Jersey 08225, an answer
to the Complaint filed in a civil action in
which CFT Services, LLC As Custodian for
Phoenix Funding, Inc. is plaintiff and Niranja
Trivedi, Widow, et al. are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
within 35 days after March 14, 2019, exclusive of such date. If you fail to do so,
judgment by default may be rendered
against you for the relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your answer and
proof of service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court, Hughes Justice
Complex, P.O. Box 971, Trenton, New
Jersey, 08625, in accordance with the
rules of Civil Practice and Procedure. You
are further advised that if you cannot afford
an attorney, you may call the Legal Services office in the county where you live or
the Legal Services of New Jersey Statewide Hotline at 1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1888-576-5529). If you do not have an attorney and are not eligible for free legal assistance, you may obtain a referral to an
attorney by calling one of the Lawyer Referral Services. The names and telephone
numbers of such agencies are as follows:
Lawyer Referral Service: (908) 353-4715.
Legal Service: (908) 354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing Tax Sale Certificate #16-00026 dated October 21, 2016
made by Terri Malanda, Collector of Taxes
of the Township of Union, County of Union,
and State of New Jersey, to US Bank Cust
for Phoenix and covers real estate located
at 1311 Vauxhall Road in the Township of
Union, County of Union and State of New
Jersey, known as Lot 10, Block 1404, as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of the Township of

Luis Abercio Torres, Beloved Husband,
Father, Grandfather and Brother
Luis Abercio Torres passed on Fri- natural talent at handiwork and repair,
day, March 8, 2019, surrounded by which he passed on to his younger son,
his wife and family in Callaway, Md. David. He passed on his love of chemHe was born on July 16, 1956, in istry to his son Luis Jr., who is a
medicinal chemist.
Peñuelas, Puerto Rico, to
Beyond that, he liked to
Juan and Petra. He was the
watch TV, especially sports
youngest of six children.
and home improvement
He graduated from high
shows. He had a big laugh
school and went on to get
that everyone enjoyed. He
his Bachelor of Science
was laid-back, kind, lovdegree in Chemical Engineering at the University of
ing, strong, brave, and always knew what to do. He
Puerto Rico, graduating in
was a Christian man whose
1978. He married his wife,
Drusy Medina, in 1979, and
faith and spirituality were
important to him.
moved to the United States
Luis is survived by his
a few years later. He settled
Luis A. Torres
in New Jersey, where he
beloved wife, Drusy Torres;
son Luis E. Torres and his
spent most of his adult life.
He and his wife had two children, wife, Katie Torres, of Boston, Mass.,
son David Torres and his wife, Bonnie
Luis Jr. and David.
Luis came from humble beginnings, Torres, and their children, Isabelle
but came far in life. He spent his and Benjamin. He is also survived by
career in New Jersey working as a his siblings, Irma, Raúl, Ismael and
Adela.
civilian engineer for the U.S. Army.
He was very loved and will be
Luis’ family meant more to him than
anything. He enjoyed nothing more in missed, but is at peace in Heaven
the world than spending time with now.
them and going on fun outings with
Condolences to the family may
made
at
them. He always took an interest in his be
children’s hobbies. He enjoyed work- www.rauschfuneralhomes.com.
March 14, 2019
ing with his hands, and had an amazing

Joe Nolan to Give First Talk
In 12th Hale Speaker Series

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2128
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF
THE
TOWN
OF
WESTFIELD PERTAINING TO
THE COMMERCIAL USE OF
ROOFTOPS

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

PUBLIC NOTICE
Union. Said tax sale certificate was recorded in the Clerk’s Office of Union County
on December 22, 2016, in Book 14207,
page 785, as instrument #633708. By assignment dated May 12, 2017, said tax
sale certificate was assigned to plaintiff,
which assignment was recorded in the
Clerk’s Office of Union County on June 6,
2017, in book 1435, page 163, as instrument #169756.
YOU, BERKELEY FEDERAL SAVINGS
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY, are made a defendant in the above
entitled action because on February 25,
1986, Rajnikant Trivedi and Niranja Trivedi,
husband and wife, executed a mortgage to
you, which mortgage was recorded in the
Clerk’s Office of Union County on March 7,
1986, in book 3592 of mortgages, page
160 in the amount of $80,000. The due
date of the mortgage is set forth as March
1, 2016. According to the FDIC Bank Find
website, Berkeley Federal Savings and
Loan Association of New Jersey was inactive as of June 30, 1993.
YOU, OCWEN FEDERAL SAVINGS
BANK FSB, are made a defendant in the
above entitled action because on February 25, 1986, Rajnikant Trivedi and Niranja
Trivedi, husband and wife, executed a
mortgage to Berkeley Federal Savings and
Loan Association of New Jersey and according to the FDIC Bank Find website,
Berkeley Federal Savings and Loan Association of New Jersey was inactive as of
June 30, 1993. It further indicated that
Berkeley Federal Savings and Loan Association of New Jersey merged or was acquired, without government assistance by
Ocwen Federal Savings Bank FSB. Ocwen
Federal Savings Bank FSB was inactive
as of June 30, 2005 and is no longer in
existence.
The nature of which and the reason that
you and each of you are joined as defendants is set forth with particularity in the
Complaint, a copy of which will be furnished you on request addressed to the
attorneys of the plaintiff at the above mentioned address.
DATED: March 14, 2019
MICHELLE M. SMITH, CLERK
Superior Court of New Jersey
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
1 T - 3/14/19, The Leader
Fee: $98.43

facilities of the Morristown Unitarian
Fellowship, 21 Normandy Heights
Road (about one block east of the
Morris Museum), Morristown. The
public is invited to attend all meetings; a nominal donation is requested
from non-members, when possible.
Free literature is available to all attendees and there is an extensive lending library of educational audiotapes,
CDs and videotapes, also free.
In case of hazardous weather for
the Wednesday lectures, call (973)
994-1143 after 6 p.m. for possible
cancellation information.
In addition to the lecture series,
peer group support sessions led by
experienced facilitators are held
every Tuesday evening of the
month, also using the facilities of
the Morristown Unitarian Fellowship in Morristown at 7:30 p.m.
Separate groups for young adults
are held every Tuesday evening
and separate groups for friends and
family are offered periodically. All
are always welcome. In case of
hazardous weather for the Tuesday
Peer Groups, call (917) 723-2258
after 6 p.m. for possible cancellation information.
To learn more about the support
group and to view links to other
sources of helpful information, visit
the website of the Depression and
Bipolar Support Alliance/
Morristown Area at http://
dbsanewjersey.org/morristownarea.
For further local information, call
(973) 994-1143.

ADS PLACED IN
THE LEADER/TIMES
BRING RESULTS
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
CASE # PB19-02
In accordance with the ordinances of the
Borough of Garwood, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, NOTICE is hereby
given that 345 South Avenue, LLC, Applicant, has filed a request for Waiver of Site
Plan application (Case #PB19-2) pursuant to Borough of Garwood Land Use
Code §16-73. The Applicant seeks to
change the use of the second and third
floors from office to residential/apartment,
a permitted use. The application does not
seek to change the foot print of the existing
structure. The property is designated Block
404, Lot 3, and in the General Business
District as shown on the Borough of
Garwood Tax Map. The property has an
address of 345 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.
The Planning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this application on March 27,
2019 at 7:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers
of the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey. Any person
or persons affected by this application will
have an opportunity to present any objections to the application. The Board does,
however, have the right to exclude repetitious testimony.
All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public, Monday
through Friday, between the hours of 9:00
AM to 4:00 PM in the office of the Municipal
Clerk, 403 South Ave., Garwood, New
Jersey.
Applicant:
345 South Avenue, LLC
1515 East Elizabeth Avenue
Linden, New Jersey 07036
Attorney for Applicant:
Richard J. Brightman, Esq.
23 North Avenue, East
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
1 T - 3/14/19, The Leader
Fee: $39.27

WESTFIELD — With four de- event is open to the public but precades of traffic reporting to his name, registration is required by signing
former Westfield resident Joe Nolan up online at wmlnj.org or by callwill give the initial address in the ing (908) 789-4090, extension 0.
The Hale Speaker Series, hosted
12th annual Hale Speaker Series.
by the Friends of
In a talk entitled
Westfield Memorial Li“Holy Trinity to Heavy
brary, was founded by
Traffic,” to take place
the late Lee Hale and
Wednesday, March 20,
continues in honor of
Mr. Nolan will describe
him and his late wife,
his career, including his
Anne. Funding comes
current work with
from The Anne and Lee
iHeartRadio. He is on
Hale Fund and The Thothe air at 77WABC,
mas Glasser Foundation.
NASH-FM with Kelly
Future talks this year will
Ford and KTU with
be given by Timothy
Cubby Bryant and CaroBoyle, co-owner of 16
lina Bermudez.
Prospect Wine Bar and
Mr. Nolan, who
Bistro; Stacey Farley, a
moved recently from
Westfield native and
Westfield
to
Joe Nolan
public artist, and realtor
Mountainside, also
owns New Jersey Internet Radio that Carol Tener, who in her second apdoes play-by-play of high-school pearance will discuss “architectural
sports on its website. In addition, he gems” in Westfield.
Linnea Rhodes is chairwoman of
is the public address announcer for
the New York Jets and Rutgers Uni- the Hale Speaker Series Committee.
versity football. From 1992 to 2017, Other members are Mary Orlando,
he reported on traffic for WPLJ/ Ellen Albertson, Barbara Hale, Sherry
Cronin and Tina Lesher.
CBS with Scott Shannon.
A graduate of the former Holy Trinity High School in Westfield, Mr.
Support Local Journalism
Nolan honed his broadcasting skills
at the campus radio station at Seton
Hall University when he was an undergraduate there.
The hour-long talk starts at 7
p.m. in the Meeting Room of the
Westfield Memorial Library, located at 550 East Broad Street. The
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting held on
March 7, 2019, the Board adopted the
following Resolution:
Union Catholic High School, 1600
Martine Avenue, Block 12401, Lot 1, was
approved to construct an 860 square foot
storage building, an LED front identification sign, and an LED scoreboard upon the
school premises.
A copy of said Resolution has been filed
in the office of the Board and/or the office
of the municipal clerk and is available for
public inspection during regular business
hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 03/14/19, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-02
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD, CHAPTER 306 PARKS AND RECREATION, ARTICLE III: COMMUNITY POOLS, SECTION
306-10 POOL MEMBERSHIP
FEES.
STATEMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
March 5, 2019.
Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 3/14/19, The Leader
Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
SCOTCH PLAINS DOWNTOWN
REDEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Scotch Plains Downtown Redevelopment Committee has scheduled a
Special Meeting for THURSDAY, March
28, 2019 at 7:30 P.M.
The purpose of the special meeting is to
review the preliminary investigation and
redevelopment process for the Tier 2,
Phases 4 & 5 and Block 204, Lot 5 (the
Jade Isle property) of the Scotch Plains
Downtown.
The meeting will be held at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Auditorium,
667 Westfield Road, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076.
The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabilities. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services must notify the ADA
Coordinator of the Township of Scotch
Plains as soon as possible in advance of
the meeting.
BOZENA LACINA
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/14/19, The Times
Fee: $26.01

goleader.com/subscribe
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process
in
accordance
with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.4 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-146 authorizing
said Contract are available for public inspection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.
Awarded to: Maser Consulting, 400
Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount Arlington,
New Jersey 07856
Service: Engineering Services
Fee: Not to Exceed $25,000
Date: March 5, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/14/19, The Leader
Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
(RFP) FOR A FOOD SERVICE
MANAGEMENT COMPANY
(FSMC)
The Cranford Board of Education is currently requesting proposals for the management of school food services commencing in the 2019-2020 school year.
The District does not participate in the
USDA Child Nutrition Programs. The FSMC
must currently be registered with the NJ
Department of Agriculture Division of Food
and Nutrition and have experience in providing New Jersey school food services.
Specifications for proposals may be obtained from the office of the Business Administrator between the hours of 8:00 AM
to 4:00 PM at the address listed below.
Interested FSMC and/or their representatives must submit proposals to:
Cranford Public School District
Robert Carfagno,
Business Administrator/Board Secretary
132 Thomas Street
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
The Cranford Public School district reserves the right to accept or reject any and
or all proposals or accept the proposal that
it finds, in its discretion, to be the most
advantageous to the District.
A walk through meeting has been scheduled for Monday, March 25, 2019 at 3:30
P.M. Cranford High School, Cafeteria, 201
West End Place, Cranford, New Jersey
07016.
All proposals must be submitted no later
than 10:00 AM, April 3, 2019. All proposals
should be delivered in a sealed envelope
and addressed to Robert Carfagno, Business Administrator/Board Secretary and
be clearly marked “FSMC Proposal”.
Robert Carfagno,
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 3/14/19, The Leader
Fee: $40.29
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Manya Trehan Receives
Volunteer Service Award

MAKING CONNECTIONS...Judy Minnium and Camila Martinez, both of
Scotch Plains, learn to make gorditas in the Southwestern style. Twenty-three
students from The Wardlaw+Hartridge (W+H) School in Edison attended the
inaugural Border Immersion trip to El Paso and Las Cruces.

Wardlaw+Hartridge Students
Attend Immersion Trip
AREA — Twenty-three students
from The Wardlaw+Hartridge (W+H)
School in Edison gained firsthand
knowledge and deeper perspectives
of the crisis at the border during the
inaugural Border Immersion trip to
El Paso and Las Cruces, a weeklong
journey which allowed them to explore and experience the realities of
life at the border.
The students were accompanied by
W+H Director of Global Scholars
Nicole Nolan of Bridgewater and
Athletic Director Karl Miran of North
Plainfield, along with other chaperones from the World Leadership
School.
Local students who attended the
trip included Clare Jeffery of
Westfield, Nate Kolmodin of
Mountainside, Judy Minnium of
Scotch Plains, Alejandro Tobar of
Westfield, Camila Martinez of Scotch
Plains and Isabella Sena-Cash of
Scotch Plains.
The students participated in activities and educational opportunities that
broadened their perspectives about
the many issues at the border. With a
non-profit Border Service Corps’
preparation they welcomed a group
of 36 migrant refugees, who had just
been released from government detention. These refugees were on their
way to the homes of their sponsors
ranging anywhere from Los Angeles
to Houston, to Bound Brook, where
they will await their immigration hearing. The students learned to cook
some Hispanic foods, sorted donated

clothing and other supplies, and created a bedroom with 36 air mattresses,
sheets and comforters. When the refugee families arrived, W+H students
welcomed them, played with their
children using coloring books and a
soccer ball, and certainly brightened
that part of their journey.
“The El Paso Border Immersion
Service Trip was a rewarding and
unforgettable experience that brought
help and hope to not only refugees
seeking asylum but also to our school
by making us aware while creating a
coherent group environment,” Judy
Minnium ’20 said.
The W+H students and chaperones
spent a day at the border in El Paso.
They observed Federal District Court
proceedings with 50-60 migrants, all
in jumpsuits and chains, being arraigned, some for smuggling and others for immigration offenses. They
spoke with a Federal magisterial
judge, immigration lawyer, border
patrol agents, women who are unable
to leave Juarez to reach U.S. soil, and
several migrants about their struggles
to build a life on the American side of
the border. All these experiences contributed to the group’s understanding
of the many dimensions of the immigration issue.
W+H students also met with a
local writer and visited the historic
town of Old Mesilla, the location of
a trial where Billy the Kid was sentenced to death, as well as the home
base at The Franciscan Holy Cross
Retreat Center.

Mount Saint Mary Students
Named Oncology Olympiads
AREA – This year, 11 students
from Mount Saint Mary Academy in
Watchung competed in the Rutgers
Oncology Olympiad, an academic
competition organized by the Rutgers
Cancer Institute of NJ and Rutgers
School of Public Health where students showcase their interest in biomedical science.
Since October, these students who
call themselves “Metastasisters” have
completed Chemistry and Biology and
have met after school with Dorothea
Kominos, Science Department Chairperson. There, they have learned all
aspects of oncology, including diagnostic techniques, mechanisms of cancer formation, pathology and treatments.
They have demonstrated interest in
pursuing careers in science, engineering and medicine.
The individual students took an online
qualifying exam between January 10
and 13 and the top 10 percent of students in the state are invited to the team
tournament at Rutgers University, New
Brunswick on April 6.
Five Mount Saint Mary Academy
scholars were selected to participate in
the team tournament, based on their
outstanding performance on the qualifying exam: junior Sophie Callahan of

Martinsville, senior Amanda DeParto
of Watchung, senior Francesca Fazio
of Somerset, senior Catherine Jennings
of Westfield, and junior Cayla Siana of
Middlesex.
“I am very proud of the students
because of their dedication and desire
to learn about science beyond what
they learn in the classroom,” said Ms.
Kominos.
All of the students received commemorative pins and certificates of
completion for their accomplishments
on the qualifying examination.

SPFHS Chamber Choir
Shines at Conference
SCOTCH PLAINS - On Thursday,
February 21, the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School Chamber
Choir, under the direction of Ms. Jan
Allen, performed at the annual New
Jersey Music Educator Association
State Conference in East Brunswick.
The Chamber Choir was selected from
a very competitive application pool
from the State of New Jersey. The
choir world was buzzing about how
great the Scotch Plains-Fanwood students performed.

OLYMPIADS...Eleven students from Mount Saint Mary Academy in Watchung
competed in the Rutgers Oncology Olympiad, an academic competition organized
by the Rutgers Cancer Institute of NJ and Rutgers School of Public Health where
students showcase their interest in biomedical science.

AREA — Union Catholic’s (UC)
Manya Trehan has been honored for
her exemplary volunteer service with
a President’s Volunteer Service
Award.
Manya received a certificate and
a letter from the President of the
United States Donald Trump for her
achievement.
The award, which recognizesAmericans of all ages who have volunteered
significant amounts of time to serve
their communities and their country,
was granted by The Prudential Spirit
of CommunityAwards program. Union
Catholic nominated Manya for national honors this past fall in recognition of her volunteer service.
Manya, a senior who founded the
Girls Who Code Club at UC, instructed
several Coding Classes over the summer at the Scotch Plains Library, has
volunteered for the communications
department of theAmerican Red Cross,
and is part of an organization called
#BUILTBYGIRLS, a program that
exposes students to the possibilities
for a career in tech by connecting with
the industry’s best professionals.
Manya is currently preparing to
instruct another workshop class at the
fifth annual New Jersey Makers Day
next month at the Scotch Plains Library, and as a member of Governor’s
STEM Scholar program, she’s working on a data science research project
with other students.
Manya was honored to receive such
a prestigious award “It was so exciting to find out that I received this
award,’’ said Manya, who lives in
Scotch Plains. “It was so unexpected.’’
Manya said she gets a lot of satistion
out of volunteering and helping others
learn. “It’s very rewarding to see the
students I’m teaching in the coding
classes get so excited about what they
are learning,’’ said Manya. “I like the
idea of passing of on my knowledge
and skills to other people. And helping
to close the gender gap and getting
women and girls more exposed to technology is very rewarding.
Here are some excerpts from the
letter Manya received from President
Trump:
“On behalf of a grateful nation, I
thank you for your service to your
fellow Americans and those most in
need. Over this past year, you have

served as a model of the American
spirit. Your many hours of service
have strengthened the bonds of cooperation and trust that bring people
together, while helping to address
some of the greatest challenges of our
time. Thank you for your enduring
commitment to serving your community and our Nation. I trust that you
will continue to work for the betterment of others and an even stronger
future for the American people.’’
The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards, sponsored by Prudential
Financial in partnership with the National Association of Secondary
School Principals (NASSP), recognizes middle level high school students across the country for outstanding volunteer service.
“Across the United States, young
volunteers are doing remarkable
things to contribute to the well-being
of the people and communities around
them,’’ Prudential CEO Charles
Lowrey wrote in a press release. “Prudential is honored to celebrate the
contributions of these students, and
we hope their stories inspire others to
volunteer, too. Young volunteers like
yourself are inspiring examples to all
of us, and are one of our brightest
hopes for a better tomorrow.’’

Heard of Westfield
Volunteers in Jamaica
WESTFIELD — Kaelyn Heard of
Westfield spent spring break serving
others through James Madison
University’s Alternative Spring Break
(ASB) Program. Ms. Heard, who is
studying Marketing, traveled to Treasure Beach, Jamaica to volunteer with
Volunteer in Jamaica Opportunity
Network.
The student-led ASB trips took
place from March 4 through March
11. Each trip focused on a social
issue, such as homelessness, resettlement, environmentalism or community wellness, in a specific region.
Almost 175 students embarked on 19
spring break trips around the country
and world. The students spent the
week living simply, focused on service in their destination community
but also on teamwork and reflection
within their group.

Sarah Hoffman of Cranford
Earns GS Gold Award
CRANFORD — Sarah Hoffman of
Cranford, a senior at The
Wardlaw+Hartridge School in Edison,
wanted to create something meaningful
and lasting for her Girl Scout Gold
Award project. True to the Township of
Cranford in which she has lived since
birth, Sarah created a memorable and
timeless tribute.
Sarah spent more than 100 hours
creating a living history museum of
significant people, places and things in
Cranford’s history. She conducted her
own research and worked with the
Cranford Historical Society, which provided archive images and information.
Sarah highlighted 24 entries and wrote
informative paragraphs describing each
person, place or thing and provided QR
codes with links to videos and more
information.
“This project really made me more
passionate about history,” Sarah said.
“I researched so much and I found it so
fascinating. It makes me really proud to
see how much impact my town has had,
not just in New Jersey but also nationwide. I want this to have a lasting impact on the community. Teachers will
be able to use this as a tool.”
The process included the creation

Washington Univ.
Dean’s List Honors
AREA — The following area students have been named to the Dean’s
List for the fall 2018 semester at
Washington University in St. Louis.
Allyson Bisgay of Fanwood is enrolled in the university’s College of
Arts & Sciences. Yallen Bai of
Westfield is enrolled in the
university’s College of Arts & Sciences. Catherine King of Westfield is
enrolled in the university’s College of
Arts & Sciences. To qualify for the
Dean’s List in the College of Arts &
Sciences, students must earn a semester grade point average of 3.6 or
above and be enrolled in at least 14
graded units.
Sara McCutcheon of Westfield is
enrolled in the university’s McKelvey
School of Engineering. Julia Simpson
of Westfield is enrolled in the
university’s McKelvey School of Engineering. To qualify for the Dean’s List
in the McKelvey School of Engineering, students must earn a semester grade
point average of 3.6 or above and be
enrolled in at least 12 graded units.

and assembly of tiles, building and
painting boards and finally attaching
the tiles. Subjects highlighted in Sarah’s
tribute to Cranford include the CranePhilips House, Rahway River, Deborah
Canon, Partridge Wolfe, Ph.D., Fannie
Bates, Cranford River Carnivals of the
1920s and the Cranford Train Station.
“A lot of people don’t know these
people and places existed,” Sarah said.
“They don’t realize how much history
there is in Cranford.”
Sarah’s project was unveiled on December 11, 2018, at the Cranford Community Center, with her parents and
project team members in attendance.
Her tribute will be permanently on display in the center.
“That made me so proud,” Sarah
said. “It’s been such a big part of my life
and this really validated everything I’ve
done and all the work I put into this
project.”

ART MATTERS...The Westfield Public Schools are celebrating the nationally
acclaimed Youth Art Month with colorful and creative displays of students’
artwork throughout the downtown area.

Youth Art Month Celebrated
In Dowtown Westfield
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Public Schools are celebrating the nationally acclaimed Youth Art Month
with colorful and creative displays
throughout the downtown area. Paintings, drawings, and sculpture designed
by approximately 330 students from
Westfield’s 10 public schools are displayed by 39 downtown merchants, as
well as The Westfield Memorial Library and RMC Studios in Garwood,
who volteered their window or display
space for the month of March.
“Youth Art Month celebrates creativity and brings communities together through art,” explained Thomas Weber, Supervisor of Visual and
Performing Arts for the Westfield

Public Schools. “Every year, this event
provides many of our creative and
talented students in grades kindergarten through 12 the opportunity to
have their artwork proudly displayed
throughout our community. Each art
piece was selected for various reasons and reflects different concepts
and skills that are aligned to the New
Jersey Student Learning Standards in
the arts. I couldn’t be more proud to
work with such dedicated teachers,
generous parent volunteers, and supportive community businesses who
make this great event possible.”
In coordination with Youth Art
Month, RMC Studios in Garwood is
hosting an Open House.

AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL...The Wardlaw+Hartridge Concert Band plays
at The Pines Manor for Edison’s State of the Township Address. The
Wardlaw+Hartridge School’s Concert Choir and Concert Band showcased their
musical talent and performance ability at Edison Township’s 28th Annual State
of the Township Address at the Pines Manor on February 21. The Concert Band,
conducted by Rick Fontaine, played “America the Beautiful”.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Gettysburg College
Dean’s List Told
AREA— Gettysburg College announced local students who have
earned recent academic achievements.
Students whose semester averages
were 3.6 or above were recently
placed on the Dean’s Honor List.
The following local students have
been awarded this outstanding academic achievement in the Fall 2018
semester.
Alyssa Beyer of Garwood, Elizabeth Gately of Westfield, Carly Kalis
of Westfield, Lucas Toglia of
Westfield, and Samantha Anastasiou
of Scotch Plains has been placed on
the Gettysburg College Dean’s Honor
list for outstanding academic achievement in the Fall 2018 semester.

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia
Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

SP Residents Earn
Dean’s List at BostonU.

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Dhvanil
Nanshah and Hailey L. Rachko, of
Scotch Plains, have recently been
named to the Dean’s List at Boston
University for the Fall semester.
Each school and college at Boston
University has their own criterion for
the Dean’s List, but students generally
must attain a 3.5 grade point average
(on a 4.0 scale), or be in the top 30
percent of their class, as well as a full
course load as a full time student.

John Chang, D.D.S.

Board Certified
Board Certified

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

908-232-1231
555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com
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Think Green This Sunday
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
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GOFF LED SCORING, PETGRAVE REBOUNDS, RUKA 3’S

Cougars Were Competitive;
Finish 11-12 in Boys Basketball
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three senior starters and a multitude of sophomores and juniors comprised this year’s Cranford High School
(CHS) boys basketball team that competed in the Union County Conference
Sky Division that was comprised of
New Providence (Pioneers), Governor Livingston (Highlanders), Roselle
(Rams) and AL Johnson (Crusaders).
Although the Pioneers, who finished
with a 29-3 overall record, won the
division with an 8-0 record and the
Highlanders were 6-2, the Cougars
finished in the middle of the pack with
a 5-4 record but more than doubled
their overall win record from last year
to finish 11-12.
Aware of his team being undersized as compared to the rest of the
conference and county, first-year Head

Coach Sean Trotter, a 2011 CHS
graduate and three-sport athlete, who
had been the assistant coach the three
previous years, had a philosophy of
out-hustle, outwork and outsmart the
opponents. The result was a season
filled with very competitive games.
Within the conference, the Cougars
defeated Roselle three times, 58-47,
64-49 and 59-25, and the Crusaders
twice, 49-46 and 57-44. The Cougars
had a 6-3 record against non-county
opponents, the wins being over
Voorhees, 68-56, Eagle Area, 64-62,
Somerville, 51-43, South Plainfield,
58-53, Lyndhurst, 50-47, and
Millburn, 63-52.
The Cougars did experience several stinging losses — Governor
Livingston, 57-54, Hillside, 62-60,
Metuchen, 55-53, and Hanover Park,
61-59. But the biggest burn came in a

77-74, overtime setback to the Pioneers in Cranford where the Cougars
overcame a 13-point halftime deficit
to send the game into overtime. The
Cougars’ season came to an end when
they lost in the first round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tournament, 56-36, to the Colonia Patriots,
who went on to win the title.
“This season was a successful year
even though our record is not as great
as we wanted. These players came to
play everyday whether it was practice
or a game and it showed, since we
were in every game this year no matter who the opponent was. These kids
have changed the culture and have the
program moving in the direction that
we want it to be going,” Coach Trotter
expressed.
Individually, senior Hunter Goff
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin (Late December 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUITE AN ASSET TO THE TEAM...Freshman Lily Hughes made huge contributions to the Raiders’ efforts this season
whether it be in freestyle relays, backstroke or Individual Medley races.

SMALL, BONHOTE, HOWELL, RYAN WON UCT 200-FrR

Raiders Won 5th UCT in Row,
Finished Swim Season 10-2-1
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Having graduated a number of very
talented seniors from the 2018 team,
this year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls swim team may
have been considered to be in a somewhat rebuilding phase. And maybe
they were. But the Lady Raiders were
able to rebuild enough in time to win
their fifth straight Union County Tournament (UCT) title, advance to the
North Jersey, Section 2, Public B
Championship meet and finish with a
10-2-1 record.
With a number of dominating victories over Union County schools

during the regular season, the Lady
Raiders enjoyed the luxury of experimenting with various combinations,
especially, in relay races plus testing
the strengths of some of their younger
swimmers in individual events. The
fortunate thing, however, was that
there was a wealth of talent, especially, with the freshman class.
Of the county schools, the Raiders
easily defeated Kent Place, 105-65,
Union, 100-44, Oak Knoll, 113-57,
Elizabeth, 100-41, Cranford, 105-65,
and New Providence, 112-58. The
Raiders also topped the Summit
Hilltoppers, 99.5-70-5, and the Governor Livingston Highlanders, 99-71.

But they did witness a 101-69 setback
to Westfield early in the season on
December 21.
In the section semifinals, the Lady
Raiders tied North Hunterdon, 8585, but advanced due to a superiority
in power points. Their only other loss
was to Chatham, 98-72, for the title.
However, possibly the Raiders’ best
team performance came on December 12 when they stunned Chatham,
86-84. After the Raiders got a great
jump with a 1-2 finish in the opening
200-medley relay, the lead zigzagged
back-and-forth until the Raiders swept
the 100-breaststroke with sophomore
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CROWLEY ASSTS, ROONEY SCORING; McGUIRE RB, BLKS

Blue Devil Cagers Competed
With Multi-Sport Athletes

David B. Corbin (February 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOUGH ACROSS THE BOARD...Senior Jeremy Ruka, No. 34 left, and junior Arjun Petgrave, No. 12, were vicious
competitors this season for the Cougars whether it be on defense or offense.

BAKER, BRENNAN, YOUSSEF, PRIETO 8TH MOC 200-MR

Blue Devil Swim Boys Placed
Second in UCT, Finished 9-4
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New faces were needed to fill the
slots of a talented and decorated senior class that has moved on to the
college level, so the work was cut out
for this year’s Westfield High School
boys swim team. The good news was
that Head Coach Jeff Knight had a
wealth of talented newcomers and he
used them very well.
“After graduating a highly decorated senior class last year we knew
there were a large number of spots to
fill and we had a large amount of
question marks. Many of the underclassmen were untested in pressure
situations. However, I could not have
been more pleased with their growth
and the times they put up from start to

finish were extremely impressive,”
Coach Knight expressed.
The Blue Devils finished a very
close second in the Union County
Tournament (UCT), being nudged out,
405-400, by the Summit Hilltopper
squad, advanced to the finals of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Public ATournament and finished with a 9-4 record.
The Blue Devils recorded lopsided
regular-season victories over Oratory
Prep, 123-46, Cranford, 109-61,
Union, 135-34, Plainfield, 140-24,
New Providence, 120-50, Elizabeth,
127-43 and Governor Livingston,
110-60. In a rivalry clash, the Blue
Devils sank the Scotch PlainsFanwood Raiders, 94-75, in Westfield
and their final victory was a 114-56
rout of Ridge in the section semifinal.

Regular-season losses came at the
hands of the No. 2 BridgewaterRaritan Panthers, 112-58, in mid December, and scorchers to Bergen
Catholic, 89.5-80.5, and Summit, 8783. Their final loss was to
Bridgewater-Raritan, 107-63, in the
Public A, Section 2 finals.
“Despite dropping some close
meets such as counties, which really
came down to a .03 time difference,
we fought hard in every meet and in
every race. That’s all I can ask for.
They represented themselves and their
town well and have a lot to be proud
of,” Coach Knight said.
Although they captured only one
first place in the UCT, the Blue Devil
boys turned in a number of fine perCONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competing in the Union County
Conference Valley Division Westfield
High School boys basketball firstyear Head Coach Jim McKeon, aware
of having a squad of multi-sport athletes comprised predominantly of
underclassmen, worked a philosophy
of rotating 10 or 11 of his athletes in
and out of the lineup. The Blue Devils
proved to be very competitive but
were on the short side of several very
close games and finished the season
with a 10-15 record.
For the first time in several years,
the Blue Devils had the opportunity
to play rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood
twice during the regular season and
won both but the first one was a wild
one, a 60-59, thriller over the Raiders.
The second was a much easier, 66-48
triumph. The Blue Devils had one of
their most effective performances in
their season finale, 68-49, victory over
the hosting Cranford Cougars. Outside the county, the Blue Devils recorded big wins over Hillsborough,
Chatham, Fair Lawn, West WindsorPlainsboro North and Ridge.
The Blue Devils did absorb stinging losses to Plainfield twice, 41-39

and 80-77, New Providence, 74-70,
Lincoln, 48-46, Rahway, 44-42, and
Summit, 50-49. Although falling short
in the NJSIAA North 2, Group 4
Tournament, the Blue Devils gave
fourth-seeded Watchung Hills all it
could handle in a 54-50 loss.
Senior guard Matt Crowley, “Mr.
Deception”, had opponents secondguessing his moves whether they be
on offense or defense. Crowley, who
had 42 rebounds and blocked three
shots, led the Blue Devils in thefts
with 39 steals. Offensively, Crowley
would lull opponents into a false sense
of relaxation before he would either
step forward and nail a 2-pointer or
step back and sink one of his 21 3pointers. Crowley led the team by far
in assists with 82 and was second on
the team in scoring with 277 points
and free throws with 50. He scored 22
points in the win over Cranford and
dished out an amazing 10 assists in
the 80-77 loss to Plainfield.
“Matt, was fantastic for us this year.
He was a guy that the other team
always had to game plan for. He knew
that going into games and stepped up.
What I was most impressed by was
his unselfishness with the ball. His
assists went up dramatically from the

year before. We all know he can score
the ball at anytime, but this year he
created for others and you can see that
in the number of assists. I believe he
averaged four a game,” Coach
McKeon guessed.
Junior guard Griffin Rooney, who
was one of Crowley’s primary targets
for assists, led the team, not only in
scoring with 306 points, including 22
3-pointers; but also, he was deadly
from the charity line, sinking a teamleading 75 free throws. Rooney, who
had 18 assists, was second in steals
with 21 and added 49 rebounds and
three blocked shots. In the first game
against the Raiders, Rooney sank six
key free throws. In the game against
New Providence, he scored 18 points,
including trip threes.
“Griff can flat out score. He has the
ability to get to the room at will. His
midrange game was phenomenal. He
also had a very high percentage from
three. He is a guy you are going to
game plan for. He will have to create
for others as well as score. He is up to
the challenge and we expect an even
better year next year,” Coach McKeon
predicted.
Junior guard Jake Walsh proved to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!
Whether Buying or Selling, I Will Help Bring Your
Real Estate Transaction to a Successful Conclusion!
Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate
Immediate Reply Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com
www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555
David B. Corbin (Late December 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN THE SPOTLIGHT FROM THE START...Freshman Roan Baker proved that he had star qualities for the Blue Devil boys
swim team right from the start. Later in the season at the Meet of Champions, Baker, Tom Brennan, Zach Youssef and Cooper
Prieto placed eighth in the 200-medley relay.

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."
FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM
CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Page 12

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, March 14, 2019

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

PORTER LED IN LEADERSHIP, WILLIAMS LED SCORING

Raider Basketball Boys Never
Stopped Fighting; Finish 6-15
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (February 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SENIOR LEADERSHIP PLUS SCORING LEADERSHIP...Stefanie DeVizio, left, not only offered senior leadership for the
young Raider squad but also, along with sophomore Corinne Lyght, led the team in scoring this season.

After back-to-back winning seasons, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team came
back to earth in the 2018-19 campaign. The Raiders finished with a 615 overall record, failed to make the
state playoffs and were eliminated in
the first round of the Union County
Tournament. The results were not what
anybody associated with the team were
hoping for but they were not entirely
unexpected either.
The Raiders play in perhaps the
most talented county in the state with
as many as five teams ranked in the
Top-20 at one time this season. The
Raiders also suffered heavy graduation losses coming out of last season.
Those were unforgiving conditions
that proved to be too much for this

games of the season and going out on
a high note.”
Despite the lack of “W’s”, the Raiders developed a reputation for playing hard and competing in all of their
games. No player epitomized the
hustle and effort the team came be
known for than senior point guard
Anthony Porter. A three-sport
standout, Porter threw his body around
on the court as if he were playing
lacrosse or football, his other passions. Porter averaged 10.1 points per
game and hit 21 three-point shots. He
will likely play lacrosse in college.
Porter was one of five seniors on this
year’s team.
“Throughout the past four years, it
has been a privilege and honor to get
to know and coach each of these seniors (Anthony Porter, Jonathan
Ramos, Nick Merkel, Danny Wright,

Next season, Siracusa will be counting on a pair of players who saw
significant action as juniors this year.
Guard Jayson Williams and forward
Justin Guy will likely step into leadership roles next season.
“We had many underclassmen play
major minutes for us this year.,” said
Siracusa. “We hope the experience
they received can be valuable learning lessons on what we need to improve on and what it takes in order for
our team to be more successful. Jayson
Williams and Justin Guy will be two
seniors that we are expecting big seasons out of.”
Williams averaged 15.1 points per
game this year and eclipsed the 20point threshold in three games. He
also had the play of the season during
a 61-58 win over Union.
“The high point of the season was

DeVIZIO, LYGHT LED SCORING; STAROSA LED 3-PTRS

Lady Raiders Took Lumps;
Finish Basketball Season 6-18
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team completed the 2018-19 campaign with a
6-18 overall record. Coming on the
heels of a winning season the results
this year were certainly disappointing. But considering that the Raider
girls were coming into the new year
with a lot of new faces, the record was
not that surprising.
Head Coach Ryan McKenna knew
that it would be a learning process for
his current edition and he could not
have been more accurate. The Raiders suffered their share of blowout
losses and struggled often to find scoring. Still there were encouraging signs
that point to an improved outlook
next year.
“I do think we improved over the
course of the year,” said McKenna.
“It took us a little while to find some
continuity and rhythm as a team, but
we played much better in the second
half of the year.”
The first encouraging sign came in
the fact that this group of players
never quit on each other. After several
early season beatings to the likes of
Summit, Union Catholic and Elizabeth, this team could have packed it
in. But the Raiders did not do that.
Instead, they hung in there and had
some of their best performances in
the latter portion of the season.
“I think we had our best game the
second time around against UC,” said
McKenna. “We had lost by 35 points

in our first game with them and then
held them to eight points in the first
half in our second meeting. We defeated UC on their home court, 3431, with Corinne (Lyght) leading the
way with 15 points. We also picked
up South Plainfield at the end of the
season and came back from 14 down
to win at the buzzer on Stef DeVizio’s
putback of her own shot. South
Plainfield had a good season and we
showed tremendous resiliency to
come back and win that game.”
The Raiders had a lot of new faces
playing together for the first time this
year but they did have their fair share
of seniors on the roster too. Stefanie
DeVizio was the most prolific among
them. DeVizio, a guard, averaged 7.2
points per game, while sinking 20
three-point baskets. She had 16 points
in a game against Carteret and finished off her home career with that
memorable rebound of her own missed
shot as the buzzer sounded for a win
against South Plainfield.
“We’ll graduate eight seniors this
year,” said McKenna. “Stef DeVizio
has been a starter since her sophomore year, so we’ll definitely miss her
leadership and abilities on the floor.
But, all of the seniors brought great
leadership and a positive team first
attitude that will be greatly missed.”
Hannah Lyman was another senior
who contributed this season. Lyman
averaged 4.2 points-per-game and 4.2
rebounds per game. The other graduating seniors included Eboni Davis,
Meghan Duthie, Amy Magrino,

Westfield Area ‘Y’ Flyer
Competes at Millrose Games
On February 9, Grace Endy, a sophomore at Westfield High School and
member of the Westfield Area “Y”
Flyers competed at the 112th Millrose
games. The Millrose games are held
annually at the Armory in Manhattan.
Grace was the youngest competitor in
the Elite 1-Mile Race Walk race for
women. The event was by invitation
only and the field included Olympians
Maria Michta and Rachel Seaman.
Grace finished ninth in the event.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES
ORDINANCE 19-01-S
The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Borough of Fanwood,
in the County of Union, State of New Jersey on March 4, 2019 and the 20 day
period of limitation within which a suit,
action or proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can be commenced,
as provided in the Local Bond Law, has
begun to run from the date of the first
publication of this statement. Copies of the
full ordinance are available at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s
office for members of the general public
who request the same. The summary of
the terms of such bond ordinance follows:
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $1,492,000 FOR
VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FOR AND BY
THE
BOROUGH
OF
FANWOOD IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, NEW JERSEY
AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,036,000
BONDS OR NOTES OF THE
BOROUGH FOR FINANCING
PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Purpose(s): Road improvements to
Stewart Place and Ginder Place, including
curbing and drainage; improvements to
Paterson Road, Phase II, including curbing and drainage and Curb and sidewalks
improvements to Martine Avenue, including milling and paving.
Appropriation: $1,492,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $1,036,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $400,000
expected to be received from the New
Jersey Department of Transportation.
Section 20 Costs: $200,000
Useful Life: 18.66 Years
Eleanor McGovern, Clerk
1 T - 3/14/19, The Times
Fee: $45.39

On February 10, at the NY and NJ
USATF Open meet at Ocean Breeze
in Staten Island, Grace competed in
the 3,000-meter race walk. She broke
her sister, Melissa Endy’s New Jersey
High School record in the event. Grace
finished with a time of 15:02.62.
The Flyers Track Club spring track
season starts on March 18 and runs
through May 17. The Westfield Area
“Y” Flyers Track Club is a USATF
certified club that serves over 700
athletes throughout the year. For inquiries about the Flyers program, call
(908) 233-2700 or visit the Flyers
website at YFlyersTrackClub.com.

H.S. Sports Notice:
The Spring High School sports
will soon be upon us. With the
three high schools covered, there
will be approximately 27 varsity
teams with only an average of 4,
maybe 5 days in a week to cover
them. Many major showdowns just
happen to be scheduled for the
same days and only one can be
covered in that case. Understanding that The Westfield Leader sports
department is not omnipresent,
some representatives in the past
have been delegated by the teams
to write up accurate stories and
perhaps add a photo or two to go
with the stories in order to be included in the newspaper.
The Spring sports that will receive primary coverage, as always,
are Spring track (multi-school relays, county, sections), baseball,
softball and boys and girls lacrosse,
with boys tennis receiving some
coverage, such as the Union County
Tournament, major showdowns
and sectionals. Special thanks goes
to the Westfield ice hockey team
for providing weekly stories and
photos. If certain varsity teams are
not making the newspaper as much
as they desire, it may be a good
idea for someone to be appointed
to provide information and possibly a photo.

Probitas Verus Honos

Brenna McNamara, Abigail
Saperstein and Morgan Wilson.
The Raiders will move forward next
year with a core of young players who
got valuable floor time this season.
The leader of this group will be
Corinne Lyght. A soccer standout,
Lyght averaged 8.3 points-per-game
this year and led the team with 70
field goals. Lyght, a sophomore, is
capable of monster games as she
showed in a 19-point, 10-rebound
performance against Carteret. The
only thing standing between Lyght
and greatness is consistency.
“Corinne will once again be a captain next season and like this year will
be our go to player,” said McKenna.
“She does a little bit of everything for
us and shouldered a heavy load this
season, but we have a lot of young
players that played quality minutes
this season. Sophomore Ryann Wall
grew a tremendous amount of confidence by the end of the season, Madison Starosa led our team in three-point
shots made and Leah Klurman started
nearly every game for us as a freshman
and was one of our leading scorers.
Sarah Dill will be a senior next year
and really made her presence felt on
the defensive side of the ball.”
This group of young players will
likely receive some support from the
ranks of the JV team next season.
“Our JV had a solid 11-10 season
led by a lot of freshmen,” said
McKenna. “Julia DeVizio and Emily
Friscia, both freshmen, led the team
in scoring. I’m hopeful that they can
make a big jump to varsity next year.
While we look forward to their presence next year, much of our varsity
was already very young, so we are
excited to see them a year better next
year. Last year’s team was really successful because they suffered through
a tough varsity season learning how
to play against better competition.
This team experienced that this year
as a much younger team, so I’m looking for a big step forward next year. “
While this season ultimately played
out as a transitional period, McKenna
thinks it served a valuable role in
setting his Raider team up for future
success.
“I think our girls see what it takes to
win at this level and are prepared to
work extremely hard in the off season
to get there. I hope you’ll see some
more competitive games and that we
can play a little deeper into post season play next year.”

David B. Corbin (January 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRUE LEADERSHIP...Raider senior Anthony Porter, No. 2, a three-sport athlete, was a true team leader this season. Junior
Jayson Williams, No. 3, led the Raiders in scoring this season.

young squad to navigate.
“Although our record may not indicate it, we like to believe that we
improved greatly throughout the season,” said Raider Head Coach Steve
Siracusa. “What I am most proud of
with this team is their resilience. We
challenged ourselves with a very tough
schedule this year; however, our players never gave up, kept working very
hard, and faced the adversity head on.
They displayed their improvements
and resilience by winning our last two

Miles Owen),” said Siracusa. “I truly
admire their work ethic, dedication,
commitment, and team first mentality. Through the ups and the downs,
the wins and the losses, they always
stayed the course, never gave up, and
faced adversity head on for that, I
know they are fully prepared and ready
to tackle anything moving forward in
their lives. Each of them have bright
futures ahead and we wish them nothing but the best of luck in all their
future endeavors.”

Photo courtesy of Sandeep Talati

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL SEASON...The Westfield PAL sixth grade girls’
Travel A basketball team had another successful season, displaying outstanding
teamwork, while developing excellent basketball skills. Pictured, left to right, are:
kneeling; Coach Shefali Gandhi, Sophia Gandhi, Priscilla Dayon, Natalie Debowski,
Ruby McGurn and Natalie Horne; second row, Coach Arthur Debowski, Keira
Deignan, Keira Troy, Catie Carayannopoulos, Mila Talati, Laura Oliveira, Coach
David Oliveira and Westfield PAL President John Dugan. Missing from picture,
Astrid Wunderle; back row, parents of the Westfield PAL Blue Devils.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2129

the person or persons violating the ordinance that they shall have a period of 30
days to cure or abate the condition causing
the violation. Such notice shall be sent by
certified mail, return receipt requested, or
by personal service. Each and every day
that a violation of this ordinance continues
after thirty (30) days of the mailing or personal service, as the case may be, of such
notice shall be deemed a separate and
distinct violation.
Section 21.03, Penalties, is amended as
follows:
PENALTIES.
For any and every violation of this ordinance, the owner, contractor or other person
or persons interested as lessees, tenants or
otherwise in any building or structure, land or
premises where such violation has been
committed or continues to exist, shall be
subject to a fine not to exceed two thousand
dollars ($2,000.00) or ninety (90) days imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of the
court having jurisdiction over the matter.
SECTION II. Severability.
If any section, subsection, paragraph,
sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall be declared invalid for any
reason whatsoever, such decision shall
not affect the remaining portions of this
Ordinance, which shall continue in full force
and effect, and to this end, the provisions of
this Ordinance are hereby declared to be
severable.
SECTION III. Effective Date.
This ordinance shall take effect upon
final passage and publication in accordance with law.

ORDINANCE 19-02-S
The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Borough of Fanwood,
in the County of Union, State of New Jersey on March 4, 2019 and the 20 day
period of limitation within which a suit,
action or proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can be commenced,
as provided in the Local Bond Law, has
begun to run from the date of the first
publication of this statement. Copies of the
full ordinance are available at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s
office for members of the general public
who request the same. The summary of
the terms of such bond ordinance follows:
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION OF $170,000 FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FOR AND BY THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD IN
THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF
$170,000 BONDS OR NOTES
OF THE BOROUGH FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.
Purpose(s): Road improvements to
Stewart Place and Ginder Place; and improvements to Paterson Road, Phase II.
Appropriation: $170,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $170,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: None
Section 20 Costs: $25,000
Useful Life: 20 Years
Eleanor McGovern, Clerk
1 T - 3/14/19, The Times
Fee: $39.78

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ARTICLE 21 OF THE LAND
USE ORDINANCE OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD AS IT
RELATES TO PENALTIES
FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE
LAND USE ORDINANCE
WHEREAS, in order to ensure compliance with the Land Use Ordinance of the
Town of Westfield, the Town is empowered to penalize violations of the Land Use
Ordinance, including by assessing monetary penalties; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has
determined that the existing monetary penalties are too small to effectively deter
violations of the Land Use Ordinance; and
WHEREAS, under State law, specifically, N.J.S.A. 40:49-5, municipalities are
authorized to impose fines for violations of
ordinances, including zoning ordinances,
up to but not exceeding $2,000.00, provided that violations of housing or zoning
codes shall provide a 30-day period in
which the owner shall be afforded the
opportunity to cure or abate the condition
and shall also be afforded an opportunity
for a hearing before a court of competent
jurisdiction for an independent determination concerning the violation;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Mayor and Town Council of the
Town of Westfield:
SECTION I.
Article 21, Enforcement, Violations and
Penalties, of the Land Use Ordinance is
amended as follows:
Section 21.02(B), Violations, is amended
as follows:
B. Issuance of abatement notices.
For any violation of this ordinance, the
Zoning Officer may issue a notice to abate
such violation(s). Said notice shall advise

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
March 12, 2019.
Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk
1 T - 3/14/19, The Leader
Fee: $79.05

definitely beating Union at home on a
half-court game winning buzzer beater
shot by Jayson Williams,” said
Siracusa. “To win a game like that
against a very tough opponent in
Union, was definitely a moment I
think every player and coach on our
team will never forget.”
Guy was sort of a feast or famine
player this season capable of dominating the glass and scoring but also disappearing in some games. He finished
averaging 8.1 ppg but needs to improve
his consistency as a scorer. Siracusa
hopes that this duo will receive help
from players like Eric Berkins, Liam
Mahr, Christian Piesch and Matuesz
Sierant, all underclassmen that saw time
on the court this year.
“We had some JV players who were
sophomores that practiced with our
varsity team and at times, received
some varsity playing time,” said
Siracusa. “To name a few, Hayden
Widder, Raul Lugo and Mateusz
Sierant will be expected to step up
and contribute more on a varsity level
next season.”
Next season’s team figures to be
more athletic than this year’s team
and possibly a little taller as well.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood will look to
rebound and get back on the right side
of .500 though it figures to be a challenge in the unforgiving Union County
basketball jungle. Siracusa knows it
will take a lot to accomplish that goal.
“In order for our team to get back
up above .500, we need our team to
come into next season being stronger,
improving our ball handling and shooting, having more chemistry on the
court and be willing to play better
team basketball both offensively and
defensively.”
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
PLANNING BOARD
TAKE NOTICE that on the 6th day of
March, 2019 the Planning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:
1. The Workshop Meeting for the Planning Board on April 3rd will begin at 7 pm
instead of 7:30 pm.
2. Application PBA-18-00009 –
Adopted a Resolution of Memorialization
approving a recommendation for Union
County College, applicant, requesting a
courtesy capital improvement review for
construction of a cooling tower on the roof
of the library building on Block: 121 Lot:
2.01, as designated on the Township Tax
Map, also known as 1033 Springfield Avenue in the E-1 Zone.
3. Application PBA-18-00006 –
Adopted a Resolution of Memorialization
approving a request from National Christmas Tree Products, Inc. for amended final
site plan approval, on Block 637 Lot 6.01
as designated on the Township Tax Map,
also known as 70 Jackson Drive in the C1 Zone.
4. Application PBA-17-00004 CONTINUED TO March 20, 2019, Hartz Mountain Industries, Applicant, 750 Walnut Avenue, Block: 541, Lot: 2, C-3 Zone, Applicant is seeking to rezone the subject property to eliminate the office and warehousing uses in favor of multi-family residential
use (§136-13).
Donna Pedde
Secretary
1 T - 3/14/19, The Leader
Fee: $34.68
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

7-11 of Garwood

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

309 North Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 on Central Ave

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

800 Central Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

COHEN WON MOC 500-F; SHAO, COHEN SPARKLE IN UCT

Raider Swim Boys Finish 11-4,
Won Section Title, 3rd in UCT
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It may be time to say goodbye to a
pair of fantastic swimmers in seniors
Josh Cohen and Alan Shao, along
with several additional fine senior
performers, but this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
swim team also received outstanding
performances from a number of underclassmen. The result was a strong
third-place showing in the Union

an 87-83 scorcher to Summit and
lost 94-76 to Westfield. Outside the
county, the Raiders crushed Chatham,
113-57, but lost a stinger to St. Joseph (Metuchen), 87-83.
Receiving the top seed for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Public B Tournament, the Raiders beat Chatham, 9377, in the semifinals then knocked off
second-seeded Montgomery, 97-73,
for the title. The Raiders then defeated Ridgewood, 94-76, in the Pub-

David B. Corbin (February 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UCT WINNER...Senior Alan Shao won the UCT title in the 100-butterfly and the
100-Individual Medley. Shao was also a member of the 400-free relay team and the
200-free relay team that took first at the UCT.

County Tournament (UCT), a North
Jersey, Section 2, Public B title, a win
in the Public B semifinals and an 114 record.
During the regular season the
Raider boys had the opportunity to
test their reserves against all their
Union County opponents except two.
The Raiders trounced Union, 10466, Oratory Prep, 120-50, Cranford,
118-52, Plainfield, 96-41 and Elizabeth, 120-50. The Raiders also
topped the Governor Livingston
Highlanders, 97-73, and New Providence, 100-69. The Raiders dropped

lic B semifinal before losing 98-72 to
Mainland, winners of four straight
Public B titles.
“Winning the sectional title was
awesome! We swam a great meet verse
a strong Montgomery team. We also
swam well at state finals verse Mainland, just came up a little short verse
a deeper team,” Raider Head Coach
Jess Hulnik said.
The UCT was a battle among the
Raiders, the Summit Hilltoppers and
the Westfield Blue Devils. The
Hilltoppers nudged the Blue Devils,
405-400, for top honors, while the

David B. Corbin (February 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UCT RECORD HOLDER...Senior Josh Cohen is the UCT record holder in the
200-freestyle and the 500-freestyle. Cohen was also a member of the 400-free relay
team and the 200-free relay team that took first at the UCT.

Raiders took third at 378. The Raiders did, however, claim first place in
six of the 11 events and Cohen and
Shao had a hand in all six.
Cohen touched first in the 500freestyle for the third straight year,
this time with a time of 4:36.37. Freshman Corey He at 4:56.18 and sophomore Jason Mongiovi at 5:08.59 finished 6-7. Last year Cohen broke his
own 2017 UCT meet record of 4:35.02
in the event by touching in 4:32.77.
Cohen, who won the event last year,
placed first in the 200-freestyle with a
meet record time of 1:40.07, topping
the old mark of 1:42.06 set in 1987.
[Corey] He finished ninth at 1:49.83.
Shao took first in the 100-butterfly
with a time of 52.69 and Mongiovi
finished seventh at 56.17. Shao also
won the 200-Individual Medley in
1:56.33 and freshman Aidan Trenery
finished sixth at 2:01.77. Last year
Shao took second in the 200-IM and
third in the 100-butterfly. Cohen,
Shao, He and sophomore Matt London won the UCT 400-free relay with
a time of 3:14.13. Shao, senior Dan
Donaldson, London and Cohen took
first in the 200-free relay at 1:28.
Trenery, Mongiovi, Donaldson and
He placed fourth in the 200-medley
relay at 1:43.21. London at 22.79 and
Donaldson at 22.95 finished 4-5 in
the 50-freestyle. London at 50.54 and
senior Drew Burfeindt at 50.71 finished 5-8 in the 100-freestyle. Trenery
at 56.77 and sophomore Sean Merkel
at 58.02 finished 7-8 in the 100-backstroke. Donaldson took eighth in the
100-breaststroke at 1:05.23 and
Burfeindt was 10th at 1:06.38.
At the Meet of Champions, Cohen
finally seized top honors in the 500free with a time of 4:29.93. He also
finished second in the 200-freestyle
at 1:38.93. Last year Cohen took third
in the 500-free at 4:34.29 and second
in the 200-free at 1:39.55.
“Josh Cohen finished the year with
school records in the 100-free, 200free, 500-free, 100-fly, 200-Free Relay with Alan Shao, Matt London and
Daniel Donaldson and the 400-free
relay with Alan Shao, Corey He and
Matt London,” Coach Hulnik pointed
out.
The Raiders will graduate nine seniors, which include Cohen and Shao,
but the performances of the underclassmen this season spells “Good
News” for next year.
“Our younger talent was strong with
freshman Corey He and Aidan Trenery
seeming to get faster every meet and
strong performances by Matt London, Jason Mongiovi, Sean Merkel
and Owen Ferrone helped us be very
successful this season. We do graduate nine seniors this year. These seniors were the backbone and leaders
for this team and set a great example
of the expectations of Raider swimming,” Coach Hulnik said.

Photo courtesy of Brett Howard

GLORIOUS SEASON...The Westfield Blue Devil Ice Hockey team won conference and finished with a 17-6-3 record.

Blue Devil Icemen Ranked 18th;
Won Conference, Finish 17-6-3
With every win in tournament
hockey the excitement grows, as does
the potential for disappointment. It’s
a sword that cut both ways on the
Westfield High School 2018-2019
boys ice hockey team in the New
Jersey high school state tournament
this year.
The Blue Devils entered the Group
B tournament as the No. 3 seed with a
“why not us?!” mentality and almost
delivered a state championship to
Dubfield Nation. After defeating
Manalapan in opening round play,
Westfield hosted the Princeton Little
Tigers in the quarterfinals. Senior Anthony Oliveri and Freshman Matt Beke
both scored two goals to lead the of-

fense. Senior Tommy Duffy and junior
Trevor Tanella also pitched in with a
gino apiece. Senior captain goalie CJ
Duffy was stout in net and the Blue
Devils cruised to a 6-3 victory.
The win over Princeton led to a
date with the Ridge High School Red
Devils in the semifinals. After playing to a tie earlier in the season it was
no surprise that the high stakes tilt
would be tight between the two evenly
balanced squads. The game remained
tied at 0-0 through the first two periods. Midway through the third Ridge
broke through to take a 1-0 lead.
The Blue Devils remained composed and responded. With less than
two minutes remaining, freshman

SPF 8th PAL Boys Win
JBA Hoops Championship
The 8th Grade Scotch PlainsFanwood PAL basketball team won
the JBA (Jersey Basketball Association) Championship this past weekend over Green Brook. The game,
held at St. Joseph’s of Metuchen, resulted in a 46-39 victory for SPF.
“We are so proud of the hard work
these boys have put in over the past four
months,” coach Matt Kalafat said. “We
demanded a lot, and they always delivered. They are a great group of young
men, who especially came on strong
during their four-game playoff run.”
The team posted a 16-2 combined
regular- and post-season record this
year. Over the past three seasons, the
team has tallied a 37-5 regular-season

record, making it to the JBA finals as
6th-graders.
Coach Mike Ferrone added, “I’m
extremely proud of all the boys with
their commitment and dedication to
the team, and their willingness to challenge and support each other throughout the year. This was a well-deserved
win for the boys.”
The 12-man roster, in alphabetical
order: Ryan Cawley, Brody Chin, Jack
Fallo, Sean Ferrone, Trey Hall, KJ
Jackson, Julian Jennings, Luke
Kalafat, Dan Mahr, Timmy Paprocki,
Matt Reynolds and Ryan Yarnall.
Yarnall, Reynolds and Chin attend
Terrill Middle School and the rest of
the roster attends Park Middle School.

Raiders Won 5th UCT in Row; Finished 10-2-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Sofia Leonetti leading the way, followed by freshman Julia Bonhote
and senior Ellie Richards to put them
in a situation of just placing second
in the final event, the 400-freestyle
relay. Freshman Chloe Howell, senior Caroline Warren, freshman Lily
Hughes and sophomore Rachel
Small secured the victory by touching second in the event.
“Great season overall! We had 14
freshman come in this year. Chatham
was a great victory back in December, but another exciting meet has to
be the sectional semifinal verse
North Hunterdon, where we split the
400 free relay to take 2-3 to tie it up
and force the meet to go to power
points. It was close even then. We
actually swam very well against
Chatham in the sectional finals, but
came up a little short verse Chatham
at full strength. Lily Hughes broke
the school record in the 100 backstroke when she went 57.80,” Raider
Head Coach Jess Hulnik recalled.
But come UCT time there may
have been questions as to the Raiders’ chances of repeating after losing
to the Blue Devils early in the season. The Raiders answered the question by outscoring the Blue Devils,
385-375, at Sonny Werblin Pool at
Rutgers University on January 27
for the crown.
Small, Bonhote, Howell and
sophomore Abby Ryan answered the
question of who was the best in the
UCT in the 200-free relay by taking
first in 1:40.36. Hughes took top
honors in the 100-backstroke with a
time of 58.17 and Small took seventh at 1:01.77. Hughes, Leonetti,
Warren and Bonhote finished second in the 200-medley relay at
1:51.45. Howell, Warren, Small and
Ryan took second in the 400freestyle relay at 3:40.08.
Individually, Warren touched second in the 500-freestyle at 5:17.15,
freshman Aislin Mooney took fourth

at 5:25.33 and Richard took sixth at
5:29.71. Howell placed second in
the 100-freestyle at 54.31, while
Small at 54.77 and Bonhote at 55.27
placed 4-5. Bonhote finished third
in the 50-freestyle at 25.02 and
Howell took fourth at 25.03. Ryan at
1:10.42 and Leonetti at 1:10.65
placed 3-4 in the 100-breaststroke.
In the 200-freestyle, Warren finished
fourth at 1:57.62 and Ryan finished
sixth at 1:59.87. Hughes took fifth in
the 200-Individual Medley at 2:19.85
and freshman Camille Cooke earned

team points by finishing eighth in
the 100-butterfly at 1:04.78.
The Lady Raiders would lose a
handful of seniors due to graduation
but will return a wealth of talent, so
the outlook should be quite bright
for next year.
“We will miss our seniors, Aubrey
Bagdonas, Rachel DiFabrizio, Kate
Jackmin, Ellie Richard and Caroline
Warren. They really took the underclassmen under their wing and
helped set the stage for a great year,”
Coach Hulnik concluded.

CHAMPS...The SPF PAL 8th grade boys won the JBA Basketball Championship.

Thomas Conrod pumped home the
equalizer after some gritty work by
senior John Humiston and Tanella
who provided the assists. Suddenly
the white-knuckle affair was headed
to overtime. Unfortunately for
Westfield the finals were not meant to
be as Ridge was able to get at tip in
goal past Duffy for the win.
Short-term disappointment, but in
retrospect a fantastic season. Captain
CJ Duffy, and alternate captains senior Alex Park and Tanella led the
team. Outstanding team influence
came from other seniors on the squad:
Timmy Rosa, Petey Buontempo, and
Zach Peterson. Head Coach Joe
Bertucci, and assistant coaches
George Giresi, Spencer Truesdell and
Brendan Hickey managed the team
masterfully all season.
TEAM HIGHLIGHTS:
Making history as McInnis Conference Champions for the first time,
defeating rival and the state champion Summit Hilltoppers in the process.
Earned the No. 3 seed in the NJ
state Public B (group of death) tournament
Westfield concludes one of its most
successful seasons to date at 17-6-3
and ranked 18 in the state by NJ.com
INDIVIDUAL HONORS:
Trevor Tanella – 1st team all-conference (McInnis) and named one of
the top 50 juniors in the state
CJ Duffy – 2nd team all-conference (McInnis) and named one of the
top 50 seniors in the state.
Alex Park – Honorable mention
all-conference (McInnis)
Anthony Oliveri – Honorable mention all-conference (McInnis) and was
an Allstate athlete of the week
John Humiston – Named NJIIHL
Conference player of the week
Will Gamba- Named one of the top
50 juniors in the state and was an
Allstate athlete of the week
As the season came to a close the
Westfield High School boys varsity
hockey team recalled the words of the
immortal Dr. Seuss, “Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it happened.” The program is already looking forward to next season – here we
go boys…
During the off-season follow the
WHS boys ice hockey teams on Twitter @westfieldpuckand WHSpuck on
FaceBook and Instagram. See the
website
for
morewww.westfieldhockey.com.

Goods & Services You Need
JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

Harry's Painting &
Handy Man Services

OLIVER A

PAVING

Lawn Sprinklers

Driveways • Parking Lots
Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 60 years”

(908) 276-1062

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com

908-753-7281

Specializing in all types of
residential & commercial painting
interior and exterior

all types of roof repairs • driveway seal-coating
rotten wood repair specialist • sheet rock and ceiling repairs
gutter services • power washing
deck and fence restorations • concrete and cement work

Woodpecker Damage Repairs

Call 201-951-1810
for a free estimate

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com
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Devil’s Den

Blue Devil Boys Placed 2nd in UCT, Finish 9-4

The 1960s, the Decade
WHS Really Took Off: 1961

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

formances, especially from several
underclassmen. But it was senior Tom
Brennan who seized first in the 100breaststroke with a time of 59.13,
while sophomore Barney Veres finished third at 1:00.96 and junior Kyle
Altman took seventh at 1:04.68.
Freshman Roan Baker, Brennan,
senior Zach Youssef and senior Cooper Prieto placed second in the 200medley relay with a time of 1:36.62.
Junior Jeremy Kronheimer, Baker,
Youssef and Prieto took second in the
200-free relay at 1:28.62. Baker
placed second in the 200-Individual
Medley with a time of 1:57.55, while

Veres finished seventh at 2:02.61 and
freshman TJ Walsh finished 10th at
2:11.98. Baker also touched second
in the 100-backstroke at 53.92, while
freshman Seth Camacho took sixth at
56.66 and junior Zach Williams finished 10th at 58.54.
Prieto took second in the 100freestyle at 48.56, while Kronheimer
finished fourth at 50.17 and McGann
took ninth at 51.08. Prieto also placed
second in the 50-freestyle at 21.89,
followed by Kronheimer at 22.55,
while Williams finished ninth at 23.31.
Youssef, Kronheimer, senior Tim
McGann and senior Tomas Moore

David B. Corbin (Late December 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST IN UCT...Senior Tom Brennan placed first in the breaststroke at the UCT.

placed third in the 400-freestyle relay
with a time of 3:21.17.
Youssef placed third in the 100butterfly with a time of 54.19 and
Camacho finished sixth at 56.16.
Freshman Matt Swenson placed fourth
in the 500-freestyle at 4:53.82 and
Walsh took came in eighth at 5:09.17.
Swenson also finished seventh in the
200-freestyle at 1:51.27, followed by
Moore at 1:54.11 and McGann at
1:54.15.
At the Meet of Champions, the foursome of Baker, Brennan, Youssef and
Prieto placed eighth in the 200-medley relay with a time of 1:37.52.
With all the super times already turned
in by this strong batch of freshmen,
sophomores and juniors, next year’s
outlook could be quite promising.
“We had leaders step up in and out
of the pool with the likes of captains
Tommy Moore, Tim McGann and
Zach Youssef, along with Cooper
Prieto and Tommy Brennan. Both
Cooper and Tommy really raised their
level this year with Tommy winning
counties in the 100-breast and Cooper emerging as one of the preeminent sprinters in the state. We also had
the infusion of very talented freshman class, with the likes of Roan
Baker, Seth Camacho, Matt Swenson,
and TJ Walsh, which means we have
a very bright future to look forward
to,” Coach Knight emphasized.

Cougar Boys Were Competitive; Finished 11-12
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

had a banner season, leading the team
with 364 points, which included 83
free throws and 18 3-pointers. He was
particularly strong driving to the basket which resulted either with a layup or a trip to the charity line. A prime
example of his effectiveness was in
the 61-59 loss to Hanover Park where
Goff put in 32 points, which included
eight free throws. Goff also dished
out 38 assists and added 59 rebounds,
18 steals and three blocked shots.
“Hunter Goff was our go-to guy
this year. For a guy who had not
played much varsity time, we really
relied on him to run our offense,”
Coach Trotter said.
Senior Jeremy Ruka, a stalwart on
defense, led the team by far with 27
blocked shots, something that became
very discomforting to opposing teams.
He was second on the team in rebounds with 143 and third in assists
with 36, while adding 19 steals. Another discomforting factor to other
teams was Ruka’s ability to bang the
big “three” as he pumped in a teamleading 41 3-pointers. It was evident

when he hit five 3-pointers in the
classic 77-74, overtime loss to the
Pioneers, who won the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 1 title, and the Group
1 title. Ruka finished with 237 points,
which included 28 free throws.
“Jeremy Ruka was a great two-way
player for us and stepped up as one of
the only players returning with significant minutes last year. He did a
great job being our defensive force
and also scoring on the other end,”
Coach Trotter commented.
Primarily a play setter senior Kevin
Donovan led the Cougars by far with
66 assists, while contributing 37
points. Defensively, he pulled 64 rebounds and was second on the team
with 38 acts of thievery, while adding
four blocked shots.
“Kevin Donovan is the guy who
will do anything you ask of him,”
Coach Trotter expressed.
The “Chief Thief” however was
junior Cole Blazek, who snatched 41
basketballs. Blazek also grabbed 86
rebounds, scored 141 points, including 10 3-poiinters, and added 33 as-

Guimaraes Named Cougar Athlete of Week
Catarina Guimaraes, a freshman sprinter on the winter and spring track and
field teams has immediately stepped into a varsity role. She has personal-best
times of 8.78 seconds in the 55-meter dash and 32 seconds in the 200-meter
dash. Catarina has also qualified for and placed in both national and
international track and field competitions.

FSPY Men’s 30+ Basketball
League Playoff Results:
SCOTCH PLAINS: The road to the
Final Four went as scripted for 3 of the
top 4 seeds during Quarterfinal playoff action in the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA Men’s 30+ Basketball League
on March 10. But, Cinderella did crash
the Big Dance, spoiling the party for
one of the post-season favorites.
SuperSonics 57, The Goonies 48:
The 3 seed Sonics had dropped their
last two regular-season contests, however, spearheaded by their ace marksman Brendan Ryan (18 pts, 4 treys),
held off a pesky bunch of Goonies to
advance. Big Smooth James Patrick
(11), Capt. Steve Murray (9), and
reliable Eric Lai (8) played pivotal
roles in the victory. The Goons, playing without their leading playmaker,
Gregg Carder, hung tough behind their
double-double machine Joe
DeGennaro (14 pts, 9 rebs), and trailed
by only three at halftime, 33-30. Capt.
Chris Mattina (12 pts, 4 triples),
Commish Kevin Adams (10), and the
ageless Steve Lee (9 pts, 10 boards)
were stellar in defeat.
RunAsOne 52, Team 8 39: The
7th-seeded RunAsOne, floundering
at mid-season, was not OneAndDone
as they ran out to acquire an injury
replacement to bolster their attack.
And, boy, did it help a lot. Newlyminted Charles Lott stood tall (16 and
13), rookie standout Bryan Stitt (14
and 8), and vet Doug Barker (10) also
reached double figures, as the upstart
Runners eliminated the high-octane
2-seeded Team 8. R.B. Alverna tossed
in 6, Ray Johns snared 9 caroms, and
Capt. Jason Shann dished out 9 helpers for the winners. T8 came into the

contest averaging 66 ppg., but were
missing two of its top point producers. Gavin Ford (25 pts, 8 rebs) was
Ford tough, and Capt. Blake SonnekSchmelz tallied 6, in a losing cause.
Lightning with a Splash of Thunder 60, Under the Radar 43: 5 seed
Radar forged a 28-21 advantage at
the intermission. But, 4 seed Lightning stormed back with an electric
39-15 performance in stanza two, to
punch their ticket to the Final Four.
Splash’s balanced attack was led by
Orlando Jean-Charles’ 15 pts, 14
markers apiece from Capt. Troy Sims
and Warren Lowe, and 13 tallies from
first-year baller Drew Stahley. U.T.R.,
which had been riding a three-game
winning streak, was paced by guard
Greg Shea (14 pts, 4 from downtown), newcomer Ethan Williams (12
and 7), and Eljay Aguillo (7).
Draymond 50, Ocho Macho 26:
Once upon a time, Davy did slay
Goliath. Not on this Sunday, though.
The league’s G.O.A.T., Capt. Jamal
Berry, had it all on display, finishing
with 27 pts (five 3’s), 7 rebs, and 5
dimes, powering the top-seeded
Draymond over the not-so Macho
Men. Diaper dandy Taj Belfield (9),
steady Dave Berger (6), and Frank
Vallejo (6) made key contributions
for the victors. It was a mucho Oucho
campaign for the league’s cellar dwellers, who received 6 pts from Tim
Gray, and 5 each from Westley Etheart
and Capt. Joe Encarnacion.
Final Four Playoff – 3/17:
1 Draymond v. 4 Lightning with a
Splash of Thunder
3 SuperSonics v. 7 RunAsOne

sists and two blocks.
Sophomore Arjun Petgrave certainly left a positive impression, not
only for being second on the team in
scoring with 248 points, which included 52 free throws, but also across
the board. He was hands on everywhere and led the team with 201 rebounds, while creating 32 steals, dishing out 24 assists and adding 11 blocks.
In the 77-74, overtime game against
the Pioneers, Petgrave pulled a teamleading 14 rebounds.
Sophomore Joe Carrea demonstrated his scrappiness by pulling
down 99 rebounds. He scored 105
points and added 20 assists, 17 steals
and a pair of blocked shots. Another
sophomore, Dennis DiMarino, experiencing partial time on the court,
scored 48 points and added 25 rebounds, 11 assists and seven steals.
Sophomore Devin Haughey contributed 36 rebounds, 28 points, two assists, two blocks and a steal.
With limited court time, sophomore
Jack Connolly scored eight points
and added two rebounds and a blocked
shot. Junior Pat Blowe had seven
points, 11 rebounds and an assist.
Junior Anthony DeCostello had seven
points, four rebounds and two assists.
Senior Gaven Bridgeman had five
points and five rebounds, Sophomore
Adam Kutzer had four points and
three rebounds, junior Jake DiClerico
had six steals, two rebounds and a
point, and junior Anthony Serson
added a rebound and an assist.
With the graduation of Goff and his
inside scoring ability, Ruka with his
accuracy from beyond the perimeter
and defensive toughness, and
Donovan with his play setting, the
Cougars will have some shoes to fill
but the shoes will be there with the
return of an experienced depth-filled
crew of underclassmen.
“This years senior captains,
Donovan, Goff and Ruka, did a great
job leading this team and showing the
rest of the program the dedication and
hard work it takes to win in this county.
The seniors will be greatly missed and
I thank them for making my transition
as head coach as easy as it was,” said
Coach Trotter, who added, “We are
looking forward to the future with a lot
of players returning that we are expecting a lot out of. We are hoping Petgrave,
Blazek, Carrea and all the other returning players will make a big step in the
right direction after a solid year this
year. Losing three big starters is going
to hurt a lot but hopefully with all the
returning players we have, we can continue to get better and better.”

UCSSL Seeks Softball
Players for Season
The Union County Senior Softball League is seeking experienced
players for its slow pitch softball
season in both its 50+ Division (born
1969 or earlier) and its 60+ Division
(born 1959 or earlier).
Each team plays two games per
week beginning in mid-April and
ending with league playoffs in late
August. If interested, contact the
league
commissioner
at
UCSSL938@comcast.net or (908)
232-0477.

LOOKING FOR A SUMMER VACATION RENTAL OR NEW HOME?

Long Beach Island sales and rentals
Meg Freer/Sales Agent
908-358-5307 / meg@agerrealty.com
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Second of a 10-part series
As the 1960-61 school year arrived,
two young coaches who would take
WHS to unprecedented heights were
making their marks.
Gary Kehler, who had played high
school football at Hackettstown under the legendary Chot Morrison, was
about to replace the departed Les
Zorge as football coach. Kehler had
already begun establishing himself as
the wrestling and golf coach.
And Walt Clarkson, a WHS graduate in 1950 – a class that included
Jack Corbett, Rick McGinley, Dave
Townley and diver Ken Welch – was
the first-year coach of the cross-country, swimming and the indoor and
spring track programs.
Here’s a quick look at how the
varsity sports teams did in 1960-61:
Cross-country: The Walt Clarkson
Era of running at WHS kicked off
with an 11-0 season that included a
Watchung Conference championship.
The Devils, captained by Brian
Mackey and led by David Coleman,
were also third at counties and
sectionals, and second at states.
Football: The final year of Les
Zorge’s four-year reign saw the Devils go 7-2, avenging losses to Rahway,
Columbia, North Plainfield and
Plainfield – but shockingly losing to
Roselle and Butler in weeks 3 and 4.
Two-time all-stater Peter Braun and
Ross Mannino were co-captains. Dave
Reitze was an all-state tailback, in
WHS’s final year of the single wing
formation until the mid-1990s.
Basketball: The team went 7-10,
the worst record of John Lay’s career.
Co-captains Bill Clancey and Lowell
Higgins were the top scorers, but the
starting lineup included junior Dick
Myers and still-growing sophomore
Bob King, both eventual Hall of
Famers. Future NBA star Rick Barry
hit 21 of 31 from the floor for 53
points in Roselle Park’s 80-77 overtime win.
Swimming: Cross-country/track
coach Walt Clarkson added swimming to his resume and produced a
12-0 team that captured county and
state A Division titles. Captain Danny
Nichols won the state 100 butterfly
crown, while Greg Weiss (breast) and
Jeff Hitchings (100 free) also were
state champs.
Wrestling: Gary Kehler’s squad
went 11-1, finishing second at districts and getting solid seasons out of
district champs Doug Wight (14-1 at
98) and Ken Cornell (14-3 at 123),
along with captain Ron Viglianti (143 at 148), Jay Benedetti (14-3 at 157)
and Bob Adelaar (13-2 at 168).
Baseball: Playing their home
games behind Edison Junior High for
the first time, John Lay’s team went
14-10 and qualified for the state tournament (losing to Trenton, 11-1). Jim
Wilday was the team captain and the
pitching staff included Tony Reid,
Ron Viglianti, Bob Richold and Pat
Kennedy. Reid, who had a 1.29 ERA,
lost a no-hitter against Roselle Park
with two outs in the seventh when
future NBA star Rick Barry singled.
Golf: Gary Kehler’s third team went
14-0 (running its win streak to 37),
won the county title for the third
straight year and finished second at
states. Dave Taylor was co-medalist
at counties, while Larry MacBean,
Bob Michaels and Jim Grant completed the big four.
Tennis: The Blue Devils had a ‘disappointing’ 12-3 under Sam Bunting,
losing in the second round of states.
Dave Richardson, Dan Hanke and
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that on March 27,
2019 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 221 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as Block
10, Lot 15 as shown on the Fanwood Tax
Map, owned by Fanwood Chemical Incorporated.
The applicant requests a certificate of
nonconforming use for the continuation of
the preexisting nonconforming use of the
property in the R-150 zone district as office
space on the ground floor and residential
apartments on the second floor which is in
violation of:
Section 184-114A of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: preexisting nonconforming use; Permitted: single
family residence; Present: office and residential; Proposed: office and residential.
Section 184-114E of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: preexisting front yard setback; Permitted: 30 feet;
Present: 17.11 feet; Proposed: 17.11 feet.
The applicant also seeks such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal business hours (8 AM – 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accordance with the rules of the Fanwood Planning Board.
Applicant:
Vincent DeLisi
(Fanwood Chemical Incorporated)
PO Box 159
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
Attorney for Applicant:
Pepper Hamilton LLP
301 Carnegie Center, Suite 400
Princeton, New Jersey 08540
1 T - 3/14/19, The Times
Fee: $45.90

MEMORY LANE: The 1982 Westfield PAL seventh-grade basketball team.
Front row (from left): Neil Horne, Dave Brown, Clint Factor, Kevin Stock, Dave
Lavender, assistant coach Kurt Stock; back row: head coach Neil Horne, Ken
Lane, Todd Graf, Glenn McSweeney, Rob Gladden, Chris Freer, assistant coach
Steve Merrill.

Bill Shaffer were the singles players,
although Richardson and Shaffer
teamed up to win the county doubles
tournament.
Track: The team went 8-2 in the
first year under former WHS star Walt
Clarkson, taking fourth at counties,
second at the conference and fourth at
sectionals. At the Central Jersey Group
4 meet, captain Bob Duncan (discus),
David Coleman (880), and Jim
Kovacs (javelin) won sectional titles.
Record: 96 wins, 28 losses; one
conference, two county, one state title.
Next week: 1962
HELP NEEDED
A GoFundMe page for former WHS
baseball player Mike Cappiello (’08)
has been started on Facebook. Cappiello
was diagnosed with FSGS, a kidney
disease, in 2012, just after graduating
from Plymouth State. From 2015-18 he
underwent dialysis three times a week,
awaiting a donor (see Devil’s Den, Feb.
22, 2018). Finally, two months ago his
mother donated one of her kidneys,
which it was hoped would finally cure
the disease. Sadly that wasn’t the case.
Within 72 hours the disease had attacked the new kidney.
‘Cappy’ is home now, but he’s facing
more dialysis treatments, which is a
huge financial drain for his family. If
you can help, if you’re a Blue Devil or
a fan of the Blue Devils, please go to
google and type in “Mike Cappiello Go
Fund Me” and give whatever you can.
RECORDS KEEP FALLING
Seniors Ajay Olson, Steve Zucker,
Matt McIntyre and Jake Saltzer ended
their record-breaking indoor season
with two more school marks at the
National Indoor Track Championships in New York. They finished
12th in the 4x200 in 1:30.03, and
ninth in the 4x400 in a school record
3:22.18. Individual splits: 4x4 Olson
51.31, Zucker 51.48, McIntyre 50.65
and Saltzer 48.72.
The girls all-sophomore 4x800 relay – Caroline Collins, Isabel
Boufarah, Grace Endy and Katie
Hamilton – finished ninth in 9:36.
WITH THE COLLEGIANS
Julia Myers (’16), a junior at the
University of Rochester, finished 20th
in the mile (5:04.55) at the NCAA
Division 3 Indoor Track championships. Myers, who was co-captain of
the 2016 WHS track team, took was
third at the Liberty League meet and
fourth at the all-Atlantic Regional
championships.
The Tufts women’s basketball team
(28-3) was eliminated by host Scranton,
44-41, in the Elite Eight of the NCAA
Division 3 tournament on Saturday.
On Friday, the Jumbos had ended
Messiah’s 28-game win streak, 55-41.
Jackie Knapp (’15) had five points and
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2126
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 4 OF THE TOWN
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD AS IT RELATES
TO THE HOURS FOR THE
RETAIL SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR
CONSUMPTION ON AND OFF
PREMISES
NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
as amended by the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield at a Regular Meeting
held on March 12, 2019.
Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk
1 T - 3/14/19, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE OF QUORUM
COUNCIL, PLANNING BOARD AND
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that a quorum of the members of the Scotch
Plains Township Council, Planning Board
and Zoning Board of Adjustment may be in
attendance at a Special Meeting of the
Scotch Plains Downtown Redevelopment Committee to discuss the Tier 2,
Phases 4 & 5 and Block 204, Lot 5 (the
Jade Isle property) redevelopment of
the Scotch Plains Downtown. The meeting will be held on March 28, 2109 at 7:30
p.m. at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Auditorium, 667 Westfield Road,
Scotch Plains New Jersey 07076.
No formal action will be taken by the
Township Council, Planning Board or Zoning Board of Adjustment at this meeting.
BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 3/14/19, The Times
Fee: $21.42

Molly Ryan (’18) scored 14.
Knapp, who ended her career with
1,045 career points, was selected for
the first Beyond Sports Women’s
Collegiate All-Star Game this Saturday at Roanoke College. The Jumbos
went 112-15 during her four years as
a starter. Ryan started all 31 games as
a freshman and had 214 points.
NJSCA HONORS WHS PAIR
Kathy Luckey and Jeff Knight will
be inducted into the New Jersey Scholastic Coaches Association Hall of
Fame on Sunday, March 24, noon, at
the Princeton Forrestal Village in
Plainsboro.
Luckey coached the girls tennis team
for 22 years, winning 350 matches and
four state Group 4 titles. She also
coached the first girls basketball team
in the modern era at WHS.
Knight has been the boys swimming coach for 13 years, winning 168
meets and six state Public A titles. He
also coached the girls team for four
years, winning 65 of 66 meets and
three state Public A titles.
ASLANIAN DRAFTED
Chris Aslanian (’14), a senior captain at Hobart University, was picked
by the Denver Outlaws in the second
round of the Major League Lacrosse
draft last weekend. After a two-goal,
three-assist game against Vermont last
week, the 6-foot-3, 200-pound attack
shares the school’s all-time Division
1 points record.
LACROSSE REUNION
Hall of Famer Dan Gilday (’84),
WHS’s first lacrosse all-American,
took in the Furman-Georgetown game
recently in D.C and said “it was a nice
Blue Devil reunion.” Pat Aslanian
(’15) is a senior midfielder on the
Hoyas, whose goalie Owen McElroy
also has a WHS connection: his dad
John (’83) is a former Blue Devil
football/wrestling/lacrosse athlete,
who played at Georgetown. WHS grad
Dave Humiston (’85) lives nearby
and his son will be playing with the
Hoyas next year.
IN PASSING
Christopher Pallies, a professional
wrestler better known as King Kong
Bundy, passed on Monday, March 4,
at age 63. He was a two-time N.J.
Region 8 heavyweight champion
(Washington Township). Bundy lost
to Hulk Hogan in a steel cage match at
WrestleMania 2 in 1986.
ON THIS DATE
1959: WHS lost to Weequahic, 7257, in the basketball sectional final at
Upsala College. The loss ended a 243 season, the best in school history.
AROUND THIS DATE
March 13, 1965: The 200 medley
relay of John Ketcham, Dave
Perkowski, Harvey Gerber and Peter
Heesch earned all-American honors
and set school, state and national
records with a 1:39.5 to power the
swim team to its fifth straight state title.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 19-04-R
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 280, VEHICLES
AND TRAFFIC, OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, RELATING TO
OFF-STREET PARKING
was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on March 4, 2019.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication as
required by law.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 3/14/19, The Times
Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 19-03-S
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND
SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 86, SALARIES
AND COMPENSATION, AND
CHAPTER 67, POLICE DEPARTMENT, OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD
was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on March 4, 2019.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication as
required by law.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 3/14/19, The Times
Fee: $19.89

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Thursday, March 14, 2019

Page 15

McGANN, E & A McKINNEY, THOMPSON MOC 8TH 400-FR

Lady Swim Blue Devils Placed
Second in UCT, 2nd in Section
loss was to No. 2 Immaculate Heart
Academy early in the season.
“We ended with an 11-3 record
with our losses coming from the No.
1 and No. 2 ranked teams in the state.
We had a huge lopsided win verse
rival Scotch Plains in December as
well as a great meet verse top-ranked
Bridgewater. In our first December
match-up, we were the only team this
year to hold the top ranked team to
under 100 points,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Steve Wittington expressed.
The Blue Devils got some great
mileage from several of their veteran
swimmers, especially junior Abby
McKinney.
“Our top swimmer this year was
Abby McKinney, who dropped so
much time from the year before.
Her time in the 100-butterfly is less
than one second away from the
school record and she qualified for
the Meet of Champions on three
individual events,” Coach
Wittington pointed out.

Julia McGann, freshman Vivian
Jeckell, Marcelina Krowinska and
Abby McKinney touched first in the
Rapid improvement over last year,
400-free relay with a time of 3:37.85.
despite graduating several talented
Senior Keeley Thompson, junior Ellie
athletes, was evident early on when
Cestaro, Abby McKinney and Jeckell
the Westfield High School girls swim
took first in the 200-medley relay at
team shocked archrival Scotch Plains1:50.48. Abby McKinney also took
Fanwood, 101-69, on December 21.
first in the 200-Individual Medley at
With the addition of a very talented
2:11.23 and senior Jenna Daniel took
freshman class, the Lady Blue Devils
third at 2:16.02.
went on to place second in the Union
Thompson, Krowinska, McGann
County Tournament (UCT), advance
and Jeckell finished second in the
to the North Jersey, Section 2, Public
200-freestyle relay at 1:40.72. ThA finals and finish with an 11-3 record.
ompson placed second in the 100The Lady Blue Devils were on the
backstroke with a time of 1:00.11
top end of a number of routs, mostly
and she also placed second in the 50at the expense of Union County oppofreestyle at 24.91, while Jeckell finnents. Aside from the victory over the
ished fifth at 25.13. McGann placed
Raiders, the Blue Devils defeated Kent
second in the 200-freestyle at
Place, 107-63, Summit, 113-57, Eliza1:57.49.
beth, 137-33, New Providence, 116In the grueling 500-freestyle,
54, Cranford, 11-59, Governor
McGann touched third with a time of
Livingston, 114-56, Plainfield, 1405:20.17, while freshman Emma
22, and Union, 140-29. The Blue
Heinze finished seventh at 5:29.77
Devils also beat Oak Knoll, 99-71,
and freshman Fiona Strout finished
and finally the Ridge Red Devils,
eighth at 5:31.22. Abby
McKinney took fourth in
the 100-butterfly at 58.59
and sophomore Natalie
Lee finished fifth at 59.99.
Daniel finished sixth in
the 100-breaststroke at
1:11, followed by Cestaro
at 1:12.23, and sophomore
Maddie Sullivan finished
10th at 1:14.1. Krowinska
placed eighth in the 100freestyle at 55.83.
At the Meet of Champions, the Lady Blue Devils
put together a new foursome of McGann, freshman Erin McKinney, Thompson and Abby
David B. Corbin (Late December 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times McKinney to placed eighth
BLUE DEVILS’ TOP SWIMMER...Abby McKinney dropped so much time in the 100- in the 400-freestyle relay
butterfly from last year that she was less than one second off the school record. McKinney also with a time of 3:37.7.
qualified for the Meet of Champions in three individual events.
“We had such a deep
group of freshman join the
Other top experienced swimmers team and contribute to the starting
136-34, in the sectional semifinal at
included senior Keeley Thompson, lineup (Emma Heinze, Vivian Jeckell,
Westfield.
Two of their three losses were to juniors Marcelina Krowinska and Erin Sarah Kennedy, Erin McKinney, Fiona
No. 1 ranked Bridgewater-Raritan, McAndrew, and sophomore Julia Strout). Both Vivian Jeckell and Erin
McKinney competed at the NJSIAA
97-73, during the regular season then McGann.
The UCT was a thriller but the Meet of Champions for the team,”
in the Section 2, Public A final, 12743, to the Panthers, who had won their Raiders managed to edge the Blue said Coach Wittington, who added,
fifth straight. The Lady Blue Devils Devils, 385-375, for their fifth straight “The girls had an amazing season
were led by captains Ireland crown. The Lady Blue Devils did and, as a team, was the fastest WHS
Applegarth, Jenna Daniel and Keeley record a number of impressive per- girls team in my three year tenure as
coach.”
Thompson. The Blue Devils’ other formances at the UCT.
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (February 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DECEPTIVE AND EFFECTIVE...Senior Matt Crowley, right, led the team by far in assists with 82 and was second on the
team in scoring with 277 points and free throws with 50. He also led the Blue Devils in thefts with 39 steals.

Blue Devils Competed with Multi-Sport Athletes
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

be an offensive asset with 131 points,
including 24 3-pointers (2nd on team),
and 28 assists (3rd on team). Walsh
also had 20 steals and 22 rebounds. In
the 68-48 win over the Raiders, he put
in 16 points, including four 3-pointers.
Junior guard Andrew Echausse was
up front on defense and made 20 steals,
blocked six shots and pulled 15 rebounds. Bringing the ball down court
on offense, Echausse set up 31 assists
(2nd on team) and scored 32 points.
“Jake Walsh and Andrew Echausse
can play a very fast pace. We are looking for Jake to do a lot for us next year.
He has a great shot and will be able to
create for others. He should be close to
a double-double every night in points
and assists,” Coach McKeon said.
Senior guard Sebastian Ferrero led
the team with 31 3-pointers and totaled 121 points. Ferrero also had 33
rebounds, 21 assists, 18 steals and
blocked five shots. Ferrero sank trip
threes and finished with 14 points in
the win over Cranford. He also had a
seven-assist evening in the second
win over the Raiders.
Senior forward Tommy McGuire
was big on defense and under the
boards as he led the team with 25
blocked shots and 70 rebounds, while
creating 18 steals. Offensively,
McGuire totaled 87 points, including

6 0 5 We st f i e l d Av e nu e

11 3-pointers, and dished out 17 assists. Senior guard Michael Kane finished with 74 points, including eight
3-pointers, grabbed 46 rebounds and
added 16 steals and seven assists.
“Tommy brought a unique ability
to be able to play outside and be a
defensive force in the paint. Sebastian
was a knockdown shooter, he led the
team in 3-pointers. Michael is all-out
hustle all the time, he was a guy that
always had to guard the best player
and was up for the challenge,” Coach
McKeon pointed out.
Junior forward Colin Freer pumped
in 107 points, including 19 from 3point range, and added 11 assists.
Freer also had 17 steals and three
blocks. Freer had a 15-point effort in
the game against New Providence.
Used mostly for his defensive
stalwartness, junior center Declan
McCauley grabbed 42 rebounds and
added seven blocks and four steals.
Offensively, McCauley scored 63
points and had an assist. In the first
game against the Raiders, McCauley
pulled down seven rebounds.
In his time on the court, junior
center Hank Shapiro pulled 55 rebounds (3rd on team) and added 12
steals and four blocks, while scoring
70 points, and added eight assists.
Shapiro grabbed 10 rebounds in the

second game against Plainfield. Junior Will Kessler hit three free throws,
and added seven rebounds, four steals,
two assists and a block. Freshman
center Logan Howland had 22 rebounds, 11 points, three assists, three
steals and three blocks.
“We are going to have big bodies
inside, Hank Shapiro, Declan
McCauley, Will Kessler and Logan
Howland. We want teams to have to
defend all aspects of the game,” Coach
McKeon emphasized.
Experiencing limited court time,
senior Adam Perry finished with 27
points, including four 3-pointers, 13
rebounds, five steals and a block.
Senior Nick Murray contributed a 3pointer, four assists and three rebounds. Junior Ray Hurt had 11 rebounds, five points, four steals, an
assist and a block.
“We should be experienced and have
the mental toughness and poise to win
close games. We are looking to build
off this past year and move forward.
We want to be tough on defense and
play at speed that will be hard to match.
We are looking for JV players to step
up and play major roles on the team as
well,” Coach McKeon said. “This summer will tell a lot, who is going to step
up and insert themselves to help this
team win games.”
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YOU DESERVE

THE BEST
®

You’ll ﬁnd them at Coldwell Banker®.

®

NJ REALTORS Circle of Excellence Sales Award Winners

PLATINUM $20 Million & 30 Units Minimum or 125 Units | +Distinguished Sales Club

KIMBERLEY HALEY

FRANK D. ISOLDI

(achiever for 10+ years)

SILVER $6.5 Million & 20 Units Minimum or 70 Units | +Distinguished Sales Club

(achiever for 10+ years)

SUSAN CHECCHIO

ELIAS CHRISTODOULAKIS

SHARI HOLTZMAN+

JAVIER MATALLANA

ELLEN MURPHY

EILEEN PASSANANTI

NAASA SHERBEINI

JOHN WILEY

JEAN MARIE MORGAN

BRONZE $2.5 Million & 15 Units Minimum or 30 Units | +Distinguished Sales Club (achiever for 10+ years)
MARYALICE RYAN

LISA STAFFORD

GOLD $12 Million & 25 Units Minimum or 90 Units | +Distinguished Sales Club

GINA SURIANO BARBER

ELIZABETH BATAILLE

JAYNE BERNSTEIN

(achiever for 10+ years)

KRISTEN LICHTENTHAL

FAITH MARICIC

We proudly recognize the commitment of these Coldwell Banker® independent sales associates –
distinguished recipients of the NJ REALTORS® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® for 2018.
Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the
principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

SUSAN GALLAGHER BROWN

EILEEN BURLINSON

KEVIN CASCONE

IRENE KATZ

BETTYANN “BETTY” LYNCH

MARY MCENERNEY

HEIDI MUCCI

DIANE PELLINO

ALAN RASMUSSEN

JILL HOROWITZ ROME

Westﬁeld - East Ofﬁce 209 Central Avenue | 908.233.5555 | ColdwellBankerHomes.com
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CLASSIFIEDS
SPOTSWOOD ESTATE SALE

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

8 Holmes Ave, Spotswood
Monroe Township, N.J.
Sat 3/16-Sun 3/17, 10am-3pm
Part 2 - Vintage Kitchenware, Sofa,
Lamps, Artwork, Mirrors, Rugs,
Beds, Dressers, Linens, Curtains,
Trunks, Mantles, & More! For Pics
and Info DovetailsUSA.com

2 temp farm workers needed
5/1/19 – 11/15/19. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with hand harvesting crops
according to supervisor’s
instructions. Workers will have
extensive periods of sitting,
standing, walking, pushing, pulling,
repetitive movement, frequent
stooping and lifting 75lbs. Must
have 3 months experience hand
harvesting a produce on a
commercial farm & affirmative job
references. May random drug test
at
employer’s
expense.
Guaranteed at least 3/4 of contract
hours but hours will vary according
to weather and crop conditions.
Hours may exceed or be less than
40 hours. Work tools, supplies,
equipment provided at no cost.
Housing provided for noncommuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr,
applicable rate depending on crop
activity, or current applicable
AEWR. Raise/bonus at employer
discretion. EOE. Worksite in
Orleans & Monroe Co. NY. Report
or send a resume to nearest local
NJ One Stop Career Center office
or call 908-412-7980 & reference
Job #NY-1292811. Partyka & Sons
Farm LLC- Kendall, NY

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design.
Padded
Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.
Call (908) 654-6091
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on March 11, 2019, for the
following applications decided upon at the
meeting held on February 13, 2019.
Alexandro & Krista Posada, 822 Village Green. Applicants sought approval
to partially enclose an existing front porch
contrary to Section 12.04F and 12.03D of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a building
coverage of 20.54% where the Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20%; to allow a front yard setback of 39
feet where the Ordinance requires a minimum front yard setback of 40 feet. Application approved with conditions.
Mark Dow, 247 Prospect Street. Applicant sought an extension of approval for
one year to July 9, 2019. Extension approved.
CGFR LLC., C/O Ralph Rapuano, 214
East Grove Street. Applicant sought approval to change the use from offices to
residential apartments and construct a twostory addition on the front of the building,
on each side, contrary to Section 11.22A3,
11.22E4, 11.22E5, 11.22E8, 11.22E10,
11.22G1, 11.22G2, 17.02B2, 17.03B4,
17.03C5c of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow an apartment use on the first and
second floors where the Ordinance allows
an apartment use on the second and third
floors; to allow a lot depth of 149.82 feet
where the Ordinance requires a minimum
lot depth of 150 feet; to allow a front yard
setback of 19.5 feet where the Ordinance
requires a minimum front yard setback of
40 feet; to allow an improvement coverage
of 64.5% where the Ordinance allows a
maximum improvement coverage of 50%;

PUBLIC NOTICE
to allow 6 apartments less than 750 square
feet where the Ordinance requires a minimum habitable floor area of 750 square
feet; to allow a habitable floor area devoted to a residential use to exceed 1/2 of
the total habitable floor area of the building
or structure where the Ordinance does not
allow the habitable floor area devoted to
residential use to exceed 1/2 of the total
habitable floor area of the building or structure; to allow 40 parking spaces where the
Ordinance requires 104 parking spaces;
to allow parking in a side yard where the
Ordinance does not allow parking in the
side yard; to allow a parking aisle width of
21.5 feet where the Ordinance requires a
parking aisle width of 24 feet. Application
denied.
Avalon Bay Communities, Inc., 177
East Broad Street/105 Elm Street. Applicant sought an amendment to a previous
approval granted June 12, 2017, and
sought a conditional use approval to allow
a rooftop patio, to increase the area of the
ground level patio from 330 feet to 558
feet, and decrease the proposed addition
from 967 feet to 739 feet contrary to Section 11.25E3, 18.24, and 11.25E2 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a rear yard
setback of 5 feet where the Ordinance
requires a minimum rear yard setback of
16 feet; to allow a side yard setback of 2.3
feet where the Ordinance requires a side
yard setback of ten feet. Application approved with conditions.
Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Linda Jacus
Board Secretary
1 T - 3/14/19, The Leader
Fee: $72.42

Assemblyman Bucco Pushes for
Agreement for Gateway project
TRENTON – Assemblyman
Anthony M. Bucco (R-25th,
Randolph) has called for New
Jersey
Senators
Robert
Menendez, Cory Booker and
Congresswoman Mikie Sherill
(D-11th, Parsippany) to work out
a deal with the Trump administration to fund the Gateway Tunnel project.
“Rebuilding the Hudson Tunnels
is of vital importance to my home
district and our state,” Mr. Bucco
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000291
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008204-17
Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR HOME
EQUITY MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-BACKED
TRUST SERIES INABS 2006-E, HOME EQUITY MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-BACKED
CERTIFICATES SERIES INABS 2006-E
VS.
Defendant: SUZANNE FEDORCZYK; PJM
TRADING CO.; STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 03/27/2019
Writ of Execution: 12/10/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Seventy-Eight Thousand Twenty-Eight and 13/
100*** $778,028.13.
The property to be sold is located in the municipality of SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as 1410 RARITAN ROAD,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.
Tax LOT 26, BLOCK 14301.
Dimensions of Lot: 000.822 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: ALTON WAY.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being foreclosed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
• 2019 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2019 $5,471.00 OPEN
• Sewer: Acet: 07/01/2018 - 12/31/2018
$271.12 OPEN PLUS PENALTY Sewer charges
are based on prior water consumption.
Total Upset: ***Seven Hundred Ninety-Eight
Thousand Four Hundred Eighty-Five and 84/
100*** $798,485.84 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 02/28, 03/07, 03/14
& 03/21/19
Fee: $195.84

said. “Federal funding must be a
priority. I urge Senators Menendez,
Booker and Congresswoman Sherill
to work with the administration to
get funding for the tunnel as Congressman (Rodney) Frelinghuysen
had done in the past.”
The President’s proposed 2020
budget, rolled out Monday, includes no funding for the $13.5billion project and cuts the amount
of funding for Amtrak’s Northeast
Corridor that could be used to start
it.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000408
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-016584-14
Plaintiff: WEICHERT FINANCIAL SERVICES
VS.
Defendant: YVONNE ROSE
Sale Date: 04/03/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/29/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty-Three Thousand Three Hundred SeventyFive and 68/100*** $333,375.68.
The property to be sold is located in the municipality of FANWOOD BOROUGH in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as 4 CECILIA PLACE,
FANWOOD BOROUGH, NEW JERSEY 07023.
Tax LOT 5, BLOCK 3.
Dimensions of Lot: 71 feet wide by 125 feet
long.
Nearest Cross Street: Midway Avenue.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being foreclosed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
2019 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2019 $3,155.40 OPEN.
2019 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2019 $3,155.40 OPEN.
Sewer: Acct: 14 0 01/01/2018 - 12/31/2018
$84.11 OPEN PLUS PENALTY.
For sale information, please visit Auction, at
www.Auction.com or call (800) 280-2832.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Seventy-Six
Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-Six and 85/
100*** $376,426.85 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 03/07, 03/14, 03/21
& 03/28/19
Fee: $189.72
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WESTFIELD
Friday, March 1, police arrested
Rainlin Vasco, 23, of Elizabeth on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Elizabeth Municipal Court, in the
amount of $250, and Dawin Cadet,
23, also of Elizabeth, on an outstanding criminal warrant out of Perth
Amboy Municipal Court, in the
amount of $1,000. The arrests were
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at
West Grove Street and Carleton Road.
Both men were transported to police
headquarters and processed. Vasco
was released and Cadet was turned
over to the Perth Amboy Police Department.
Sunday, March 3, Nigelever Lewis,
23, of South Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue just
across the border into Garwood.
Lewis was transported to police headquarters, processed and released to a
sober adult.
Tuesday, March 5, a resident of the
500 block of Dudley Court responded
to police headquarters to report being
the victim of identity theft. The victim suffered no monetary loss. A report was taken to document the incident.
SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, February 26, a resident of
Plainfield Avenue reported an incident of fraud. Someone opened a
cellular account in the victim’s name.
Tuesday, February 26, Steven G.
Jones, 40, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of South
Plainfield during a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to police headPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TAKE NOTICE that on the 11th day of
March the Zoning Board of the Township
of Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:
1. Application ZBA 18-028: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
the request of the Cranford Dramatic Club
for a 36 square foot sign for one wall where
the maximum permitted is two walls with
each wall not to exceed 20 square feet or
2 percent of the wall whichever is less
§255-26J.6c(2); and a waiver from the
requirement to submit a property survey
on Block 528 Lot 36, as designated on the
Township Tax Map also known as 78
Winans Avenue in the R-2 Zone.
2. Application ZBA 18-027: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
the request of Daiane A. Resende, applicant, for a C(1) variance to permit an attic
story over the existing bedroom space and
to remove the garage and living room
levels §255-35(2); and a variance to allow
a substantial improvement (50 percent or
more) of the existing structure where a
substantial improvement is not permitted
§255-36G(6)(c)(2); and a variance to increase the volume by 34 percent where a
maximum of 25 percent is permitted §25536G(6)(c)(3) on Block 197 Lot 13, as designated on the Township Tax Map also
known as 832 Springfield Avenue in the R1 Zone.

quarters and processed.
Tuesday, February 26, Denzel N.
Crawford, 23, of Irvington was arrested and charged with possession
of marijuana during a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police
headquarters and processed.
Tuesday, February 26, officers responded to a home on the 1800 block
of Raritan Road on a report of an
oven fire. The resident was able to put
the fire out prior to their arrival; however, they encountered a heavy smoke
condition. The Scotch Plains Fire
Department responded and ventilated
the home. No injuries were reported.
Tuesday, February 26, Tamika S.
Myrick, 32, of Elizabeth was arrested
and charged with possession of marijuana during a motor vehicle stop.
Myrick was transported to police
headquarters and processed.
Wednesday, February 27, Walik A.
Hemingway, 28, of Newark was arrested on outstanding warrants out of
Newark. Hemingway was processed
at police headquarters.
Thursday, February 28, Martin C.
Moodie, 27, of Plainfield was arrested and charged with possession
of drug paraphernalia during a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to
police headquarters and processed.
Friday, March 1, Gary M. Parks,
46, of Middlesex was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of the Union
County Sheriff’s Department during
a motor vehicle stop. He was transported to police headquarters and
processed.
Friday, March 1, a resident of Rambling Drive filed a fraud report. The
victim was contacted by an unknown
individual who stated he could help
the victim get caught up on mortgage
payments if he were to receive several thousand dollars in American
Express gift cards. The cards were
provided and the victim has not heard
from the individual again.
Sunday, March 3, a resident of West
Broad Street reported an incident of
fraud. Someone opened a credit card
in the victim’s name. The matter is
under investigation.
Monday, March 4, a resident of
Lyde Place reported an incident of
fraud. Someone opened a credit card
account in the victim’s name. The
matter is under investigation.
Thursday, March 7, Shanisse T.
Smith, 33, of Inwood, N.Y., was arrested on an outstanding warrant out
of Parsippany during a motor vehicle
stop. Smith was transported to police
headquarters and processed.
Thursday, March 7, Omari M.
Moody, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of Jersey City. Moody was processed at
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police headquarters.
Thursday, March 7, a North
Plainfield resident reported that their
motor vehicle was damaged while
parked outside the Valleyscent Apartments on Front Street. The matter is
under investigation.
Friday, March 8, Justin M. Scoon,
28, of Union was arrested and charged
with providing false information to
police during the course of a motor
vehicle accident investigation. He
additionally had an active warrant
out of Elizabeth. Scoon was transported to police headquarters and
processed.
Friday, March 8, a resident of
Jefferson Avenue reported receiving
a fraudulent check during the course
of an online transaction. The matter is
under investigation.
Sunday, March 10, Franck
Nguetsop-Tiokeng, 21, of Piscataway
was arrested during a motor vehicle
stop and charged with driving under
the influence. Nguetsop-Tiokeng was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.
Sunday, March 10, a resident of
Spruce Mill Lane reported their motor vehicle was scratched during the
overnight hours.
Monday, March 11, Joshua R.
Acosta, 23, of Scotch Plains was arrested during a motor vehicle stop
and charged with driving under the
influence. He was transported to police headquarters and processed.
Monday, March 11, a business on
the 400 block of Park Avenue reported an attempted burglary. The
owner found damage to a rear door
while opening for the day. The scene
was processed by the detective bureau and the case is under investigation.
FANWOOD
Tuesday, March 5, an officer made
a motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road
and Maxson Place for a motor vehicle violation. A check of the driver
showed an active warrant out of the
Essex County Sheriff’s Office. The
driver was arrested, processed and
turned over to the Essex County
Sheriff’s Office. He was identified
as Willie Cureton, 49, of
Morganville.
Sunday, March 10, an officer made
a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Terrill Road for a motor vehicle
violation. While the officer was speaking with the driver, the driver gave the
officer false information about his
identity because there was an active
warrant out of Plainfield. The driver
was arrested on the warrant and
charged with hindering his apprehension by giving false information. The
driver was processed, posted bail and

3. Application ZBA 19-004: Granted
approval to Ferfeldt Investments LLC, applicant, requesting amended final site plan
approval and a C variance. Maximum allowable impervious coverage already approved is 82.1 percent, requesting 83.8
percent, §255-34, Attachment 1, Schedule 1 on Block 333 Lot 2, as designated on
the Township Tax Map also known as 500
North Avenue East in the C-2 Zone.
Robert Bovasso
Board Secretary
1 T - 3/14/19, The Leader
Fee: $42.33

Pop-Up Comedy Night
RAHWAY – A pop-up comedy night
is to take place Friday, March 15, at 8
p.m. at one of the coolest cafes in Rahway,
Melao Cafe & Creamery at 1425 Irving
Street. Come laugh and let loose with
some of the funniest comedians in New
Jersey and New York City. Hosted by
comedian Kate Wolff as seen in Time
Out NY, Tru Tv, and Elite Daily.
Also gracing the stage is a New York
City actress whose talents know no
boundaries! The fantastic Francesca Joy
Rizzo will be bringing one of her characters to the stage. Rounding off the
night, cutting edge up-and-coming comics Ken Krantz and Gordon Baker-Bone
will take the stage.
The free event is recommended for
adults 18 years and older.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000142
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-011877-10
Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR IN
INTERTEST TO WACHOVIA BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR BANK OF
AMERICA FUNDING CORPORATION MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-H
VS.
Defendant: ROBERTO SIA; FELICITAS L. SIA,
H/W
Sale Date: 03/20/2019
Writ of Execution: 08/22/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Twelve Thousand Two Hundred Seventeen and
29/100*** $812,217.29.
The property to be sold is located in Town of
Westfield in the County of Union, and State of
New Jersey.
Commonly known as 39 Carol Road, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.
Tax Lot No. 26, Block 1904.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 100 feet
by 120 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Sunset Avenue.
Total Upset: ***Eight Hundred Forty-One Thousand Three Hundred Seventy-Six and 19/100***
$841,376.19 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 02/21, 02/28, 03/07
& 03/14/19
Fee: $169.32

released pending his court appearance. He was identified as Henry
Santiago, 42, of Plainfield.
CRANFORD
Tuesday, February 26, John Gacina,
54, of Summit was arrested and
charged with possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle
stop at North Avenue East and the
Garden State Parkway 137 Exchange
for a seatbelt violation. Gacina was
processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, he was issued a motor vehicle
summons for a seatbelt violation.
Wednesday, February 27, Kimberly
Saybe, 23, of New Brunswick was
arrested and charged with possession
of under 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue East and the Garden State
Parkway 137 Exchange for tinted
windows. Saybe was processed and
provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, the driver
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for tinted windows, failure to signal a
turn, obstructing traffic and failure to
notify the New Jersey Motor Vehicle
Services Commission of an address
change.
Wednesday, February 27, Brendan
Hannon, 24, of Toms River was arrested and charged with possession
of prescription legend drugs and possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue East and the Garden State
Parkway 137 Exchange for a brake
lamp out. Hannon was arrested for
possession of suspected Oxycodone
found inside the vehicle. He was processed and provided with a state Superior Court appearance date. In addition, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for maintenance of lamps,
failure to signal a turn and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle.
Wednesday, February 27, Sean
Wade, 27, of Hillside was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) following a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue West
and Washington Place for erratic
driving. Wade was processed and
provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
an unsafe lane change, careless driving, failure to keep right and no insurance.
Friday, March 1, Quintin
McDonald, 19, of Rahway was arrested and charged with possession
of under 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop at Walnut
and Blake Avenues for speeding.
McDonald was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for speeding, tinted windows, no insurance and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.
Sunday, March 3, Wali Moses, 35,
of Newark was arrested and charged
with obstruction of administration
of law following a motor vehicle
stop at Raritan Road and Coleman
Avenue for unclear plates. Moses, a
passenger in the vehicle, was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, he was found to have an active
arrest warrant issued by the Irvington
Municipal Court. The driver of the
vehicle was issued motor vehicle
summonses for an open container
and unclear plates.
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SHERIFF’S COAT DRIVE...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli joined Sheriff’s
Sgt. Tara Halpin, Det. Luis Alfaro and Officer Keith Rhyner on behalf of the
Sheriff’s Office Tree of Hope charity in donating coats to Rev. Orlando Sanchez
and Roberto Semiday of the Iglesia de Dios Pentecostal M.I Church of Carteret.
Union County employees donated more than 100 coats to the Tree of Hope to be
distributed to charities helping those in need in Union County.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000215
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-046272-14
Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY
VS.
Defendant: JOHN A. FUSCO, AND UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 03/20/2019
Writ of Execution: 04/10/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Eight Thousand Ninety-Six and 49/100***
$388,096.49.
The property to be sold is located in the Borough of Mountainside.
In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.
Premises commonly known as: 222 Central
Avenue.
Block: 5.20 (f/k/a 5.T), Lot: 62.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 000.973
AC
Nearest Cross Street: Poplar Avenue.
Subject to: Taxes current as of 3/30/2018.
Sale subject to subsequent taxes, utilities,
liens and interest since 3/30/2018
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Fifteen Thousand Six Hundred Twenty-Nine and 34/100***
$415,629.34 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 02/21, 02/28, 03/07
& 03/14/19
Fee: $167.28

goleader.com/subscribe

Bill Requires Reporting
Firework-Related Injuries
TRENTON – With increased access to fireworks, New Jersey residents are more at risk for injury.
The Assembly Homeland Security
Committee advanced legislation
Monday, sponsored by Assemblyman Anthony M. Bucco, a member
of the State Fire Commission, requiring the reporting of fireworkrelated injuries.
The bill, A-4540, would require
hospitals and clinics to report fireworks-related injuries to the state
fire marshal in the Department of
Community Affairs. It also requires
the marshal to provide an annual
report by each county and type of
firework. It’s modeled on a similar
law for injuries caused by firearms.
“There has been an explosion of
sales as a result of lifting the ban
on some fireworks,” Mr. Bucco
said. “As more people are using
them, we need to know how many
more injuries are caused. Otherwise, we will never know the exact
statistics.”
New Jersey had been among less
than a handful of states with a blanket
ban — not counting approved public
displays — but it modified the law in
2017 to allow “non-explosive, nonaerial fireworks,” such as sparklers
and party poppers.
The products which are now legal
are not risk-free. Sparklers can reach

a temperature of 1,200 degrees and
are capable of inflicting 3rd-degree
burns and eye injuries, according to
the state Department of Consumer
Affairs.
“While aerial fireworks are still
illegal, it is important to remember
that any fireworks are inherently
dangerous,” Mr. Bucco said. “They
can burn people, animals, and property.”
The federal Consumer Product
Safety Commission estimates that
8,500 people in the U.S. are treated in
emergency departments each year for
fireworks-related injuries. Forty percent of injuries occur in children 14
and younger.

Linda Condrillo to
Launch New Book
MOUNTAINSIDE
—
Mountainside author Linda
Condrillo will officially launch the
debut of her book, “Period. The
End: Wit, Wisdom, and Practical
Guidance for Women in Menopause
— and Beyond” at a book signing at
the Mountainside Public Library
today, March 14, from 7 to 8:30
p.m.
Chocolates will be provided, including a sampling from The Chocolate Bar of Westfield. The book is
available on Amazon in print and in
the Kindle Store.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, March 14, 2019

Page 19

Fanwood Poetry Reading to
Feature McBride, Saunier

TWO- STEP...On Saturday, March 16, at 8 p.m., Aztec Two-Step 2.0 featuring
Rex Fowler & Friends, with narration and multimedia by Tony Traguardo, are
to perform The Simon & Garfunkel Songbook: an Evening of Songs & Stories. The
show will take place at the JCC of Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains.

Simon & Garfunkel Tribute
By Aztec Two-Step at JCC
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,
March 16, at 8 p.m., Split Level Concerts will present The Simon &
Garfunkel Songbook: an Evening of
Songs & Stories performed by Aztec
Two-Step 2.0 featuring Rex Fowler
& Friends, with narration and multimedia by Tony Traguardo. The show
will take place at the JCC of Central
New Jersey, 1391 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains.
Tickets are $32 in advance ($35 at
the door) and are available online at
jccnj.org, by calling (908) 889-8800,
ext. 253, or by email to
rzucker@jccnj.org.
This show will celebrate the iconic
songs and career of Simon &
Garfunkel, as well as their contribution to American pop culture in the
1960s and beyond. The music speaks
for itself, but so does the storyline of
the Songbook show, which was originally created by the late Pete Fornatale,
a renowned pioneer of progressive

FM radio, rock historian and author.
Now emceeing, and the show’s narrator and multimedia director, is Mr.
Fornatale’s longtime friend and protégé
Tony Traguardo, WCWP radio host
and Long Island Music Hall of Fame
co-founder. A sing-along is always in
the mix.
Aztec Two-Step burst onto the scene
in 1972 and became staples of progressive FM radio and college radio, helping to usher in the folk-rock music of
the 1960s into the ’70s and beyond.
Rex Fowler and Neal Shulman went on
to spend a lifetime making music together. However, after 47 years of recording and non-stop touring, Neal has
retired following the passing of his
wife. He and Rex shared a wholehearted
decision that the ATS legacy should be
carried forward, so Rex with his new
wife Dodie Pettit and bassist Steven
“Muddy” Roues, have embraced a busy
touring schedule, earning overwhelmingly enthusiastic reviews.

Trent Johnson to Perform in
Festival of Organists Mar. 17
WESTFIELD — Trent Johnson,
well known in Westfield as the Music
Director and Conductor of the Oratorio Singers, will be one of the featured organists in Crescent Concerts’
“Festival of Organists” on Sunday,
March 17, at 3 p.m. The concert venue
is the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Plainfield.
Mr. Johnson, also a noted and recorded composer, will play one of his
own works, “Tocatta on Engelberg”
(When in Our Music God is Glorified). Two choral preludes by Max
Reger and Messiaen’s, “Apparition
de l’Eglise eternelle” will fill out his
widely anticipated program.
Beyond his conducting and concertizing, Mr. Johnson, a graduate of
the Juilliard School, is the Organist
and Assistant Director of Music at All
Souls Unitarian Church in New York
City. And usually in the month of December, Mr. Johnson can be heard
playing “the Mighty Wurlitzer” for the

Christmas Spectacular Show at Radio
City Music Hall.
Four other prominent organists are
featured in the concert, titled “Pipe
Dreams”: Ron Thayer and Edwin
Lopez, Peter Isherwood and Shea
Velloso. Among the works being performed by these musicians:
Albrechtsberger’s, Prelude and Fugue
in C for four hands (Thayer and
Lopez), Dupre’s, Prelude and Fugue
in G (Isherwood). Other composers
include Vierne, Durufle and local
musician and Crescent Choral Society singer, Robert Paoli.
Tickets may be purchased at the
door on the day of performance. General Admission, $25; Seniors, $20;
Students, $10. The Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church is located at 716
Watchung Avenue in Plainfield. Ample
free, secure parking is available. For
more information, call (908) 756-2468
or visit crescentconcerts.org and the
Crescent Concerts’ Facebook page.

Witness the Untold Stories
Of Women of War
COUNTY – In recognition of
Women’s History Month, the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will present a performance of the play
In Their Footsteps on Saturday, March
30, at 1:30 p.m., at the Union County
Performing Arts Center’s Hamilton
Stage, located at 360 Hamilton Street,
Rahway. Admission is free but seating is limited and pre-registration is
required at ucnj.org/women.
In their Footsteps honors five
American women who served in the
Vietnam War, using their own words
to tell the story. One of the five women
featured in the play is Judy Jenkins
Gaudino, a resident of Summit.
“Over 50 years ago, thousands of
young American women went to Vietnam to serve their country. For the
most part, these women’s stories remain untold,” said Freeholder Chair
Bette Jane Kowalski. “In Their Footsteps recovers this lost chapter of
women’s history in vivid detail.”
“On behalf of the Freeholder Board,
I would like to thank Ms. Gaudino for

her participation in this project, and for
her efforts to raise awareness about the
lives and experiences of women in war,”
Freeholder Chair Kowalski added.
The afternoon includes: a short talk
and introduction by Freeholder Chair
Kowalski; debut of the Union County
Women Making History Video, featuring Judy Jenkins Gaudino; showing of the play In Their Footsteps; a
question and answer session with Judy
Jenkins Gaudino and actors.
In Their Footsteps was created by
the non-profit theatre company Infinite Variety Productions, through interviews with five women who served
in Vietnam: Ann Kelsey (Special Services Librarian), Judy Jenkins Gaudino
(Special Services Recreation Employee), Jeanne “Sam” Christie (Red
Cross, Donut Dollie), LilyAdams (U.S.
Army Nurse), and Doris “Lucki” Allen
(U.S. Army Intelligence Specialist).
For additional details, contact Jennifer Erdos, Union County Office on
Women at jerdos@ucnj.org, or (908)
527-4216.

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to attend a free event on Tuesday, March 19,
at 8 p.m., featuring distinguished poets
Bernadette McBride and Hayden
Saunier in the Kuran Arts Center on
Watson Road, off North Martine Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood Borough
Hall. (GPS use 75 N. Martine Avenue).
Bernadette McBride is the author
of four books of poetry and was the
2009 Poet Laureate of Bucks County,
Pennsylvania. She’s the poetry editor
for the Schuylkill Valley Journal and
taught creative writing and literature
at Temple University for many years.
A former singer in an Irish/Celtic
band, as well as a journalist, Ms.
McBride conducts community writing workshops and programs in the
Philadelphia area. She was a secondplace winner of the 2006 International Ray Bradbury Writing Award.
Her poems have appeared in numerous journals in the U.S., the U.K. and
Canada, and on PRI’s The Writer’s
Almanac with Garrison Keillor.
“I often incorporate music into my
poems and public readings since these
arts are so very kindred,” Ms.
McBride said.
Hayden Saunier is a poet, actor and

teaching artist living in the Philadelphia area. She has published four
collections of poetry and was the 1991
Bucks County Poet Laureate. She won
the 2011 Rattle Poetry Grand Prize,
the 2011 Pablo Neruda Poetry Prize,
and the 2013 Gell Poetry Prize. Her
acting resume includes film and television appearances in The Sixth
Sense, Philadelphia Diary, House of
Cards, Mindhunter, and Do No Harm,
and numerous roles at regional theatres such as the Guthrie Theatre,
George Street Playhouse, Walnut
Street Theatre, Interact Theatre, and
People’s Light and Theatre Company.
The Carriage House Poetry Series
was founded in 1998 at the Patricia
Kuran Arts Center, an historic 19th
century Gothic Revival structure that
was once a carriage house, hence the
name of the series. The March 19
reading is free and open to the public.
An open mic will follow the featured
performance, so individuals are invited to read one poem of their choice.
For online directions, and the 2019
Carriage House Poetry Series calendar,
visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/
. Or call (908) 889-7223 or (908)
889-5298.

POPCORN
Fighting with My Family
Truth in Wrestling
3 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

stage is set for a troublesome rift in
the heretofore proudly close brood
who all but have a framed tapestry on
the parlor wall declaring, “The Family That Wrestles Together Stays Together.”
It is to director Merchant’s credit
and thanks to a fine ensemble cast
that what might have devolved into a
predictable, made-for-TV melodrama
rises above its seemingly formulaic
parts, tapping with insight into the
heart of family dynamics and aspirations. The Knights/Bevises are working-class heroes…folks trying to
carve out a living for themselves…in
search of a safe place where their
mutual love can flourish unhampered.
And if there’s a little bit of distinguishing glory to be achieved along
the way, then bring it on, mate.
The inherently poetic contradiction here is that to the backdrop of
professional wrestling, which our protagonists vehemently maintain is
“fixed, not fake,” their saga is as real
as it gets. In the strange literary Twilight Zone that exists between reality
and fiction, Fighting with My Family
unearths truths for all their heartaches and joys. And, if we are to take
this allegory yet one more elucidative
step, the contention worthy of
Aristotle, Socrates and Groucho Marx
is that true happiness is only possible
when we summon the courage to ascertain and embrace the truth.
The engaging ethic is dramatically
illustrated in a smoothly achieved, toand-fro switching between the Bevis
family’s challenges back on the home
front in stark Norwich and Saraya’s
travail in sunny Miami, where our
lady wrestler, instructed to choose a
ring name, decides she is now Paige.
But what about it? What is her inner
essence, contends the always challenging Hutch, aiming to surface the
star power that caused him to single
out his prodigy in the first place. Problem is, that inner greatness, conceivably built of a winning vulnerability
just aching to scream its ethos to the
world, won’t easily peek out from its
protective shell.
What follows is a “Rocky”-like pageant of strenuous training sequences,
both visceral and emotional as Paige
is dared to shed the safety of smalltime
competition for the risks and obstacles
that comprise the real deal. Competing against a field of decidedly glamorous, more likely looking candidates
for grappling glory, she is the likable
underdog for whom we develop a
vicarious, cheering interest. I’m sure
both Taffy and Dad would have been
in her corner.
…
Fighting with My Family, rated PG13, is a Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release directed by Stephen Merchant
and stars Florence Pugh, Jack Lowden
and Vince Vaughn. Running time:
108 minutes.

film critic

Watching director Stephen
Merchant’s Fighting with My Family,
about a tightknit family of professional wrestlers whose two youngest
members have aspirations of making
the bigtime, I of course had to think of
my father. Daniel Goldberger, a trucking company owner who submerged
into the Polish underground in 1939
just before the Nazis confiscated his
trucks and painted swastikas on them,
was a kind but serious man. Even his
jokes more often than not made a
point, which played quite entertainingly against Mom’s rather satiric sense
of humor. Thus it is an anomaly I’ve
never figured out that my Dad loved
professional wrestling. It was as if he
simply didn’t hear you when you tried
to explain that it was fake.
But his curious suspension of disbelief wound up working out just
fine for me. The rare quality time I
got to spend sitting on the carpet next
to Dad in the classically worn easy
chair Mom was always trying to get
rid of was priceless. His vigorous,
animated rooting for the good guys
proved a preciously unforgettable
tutorial in morality, even if it did
make Mom worry it would give him a
heart attack. Often joined by Taffy,
the wirehaired mutt terrier with a
perfect black eye with whom I emulated the roughhousing on the tube,
the resultant rhubarb guaranteed a
convivial bedlam in the living room
on fight night.
So it is with no difficulty that I
embrace the passion that Norwich,
England’s, Bevis family holds for professional wrestling. Depicted as a
balm against a previous life of crime
for Nick Frost’s Ricky, the Mohawkcoiffured dad, photographs and posters of World Wrestling Entertainment
(WWE) greats throughout the home
attest to the religious fervor of their
patronage. Establishing their own cottage industry wrestling exhibitions
as the Knight family, both locally and
via ragtag but ambitious barnstorming excursions, they develop a following, which in due time earns the
notice of those major wrestling powers that be. Daughter Saraya, formidably portrayed by Florence Pugh,
and son Zak, played by Jack Lowden,
are invited to WWE’s regional cattle
call for talent.
Unfortunately, but providing the
biopic with an absorbingly etched
sibling rivalry, WWE scout Hutch,
smartly realized by Vince Vaughn,
believes only Saraya is the goods.
Fast forward and the spunky gal is
rocketed to the opulence, splendor
and no-nonsense demands of the
WWE training camp in Miami,
Florida, while Zak is left to stare into
the vacuum of hopelessness that inevitably first follows when your longheld dreams are crushed. Hence the
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Premiere Play Festival
Finalists Announced
UNION – Premiere Stages, the professional theatre company in residence
at Kean University, has selected its four
finalists for the 2019 Premiere Play
Festival, an annual competition for
unproduced scripts that offers developmental opportunities to playwrights with
strong affiliations to New York, New
Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania and
Delaware.
All finalists will receive professional
readings directed by John J. Wooten,
ProducingArtistic Director of Premiere
Stages, as part of Premiere’s 15th annual Spring Reading Series today,
March 14 through Sunday, March 17,
and will be considered for expanded
development in Premiere’s mainstage
season. Readings are offered by invitation only. To request admission to any
of the readings, please call (908) 7374077 or email premiere@kean.edu.
This year’s finalists are: Hyannis by
Kari Bentley-Quinn, a former finalist
for the O’Neill National Playwrights
Conference and Playwrights Realm
Writing Fellowship; Walden by Amy
Berryman, winner of the LA Short Film
Festival’s Best Drama Award for You
Are Everywhere, which she wrote, coproduced and starred in; Foreclosure
by Vincent Delaney, a past recipient of
the Reva Shiner Comedy Award and
McKnight and Bush Fellowships; and
The Wake by Tammy Ryan, a past winner of the Francesca Primus Prize and
Carbonell Award. Two of this year’s
four finalists are past winners of the
Premiere Play Festival: Ms. Ryan in
2010 for Lost Boy Found in Whole
Foods and Mr. Delaney in 2016 for Las
Cruces.
In Ms. Bentley-Quinn’s Hyannis,
Cape Cod residents Michelle and her
mother Fran run a small shop where
they sell beach gear, souvenirs, snow

globes and the best fudge around. Also
working in the shop are Michelle’s son,
Tommy, back from his second stint in
rehab, and Lauren, home from college
to tend to her ailing mother. As the
summer blends into winter, a bond between Tommy and Lauren forms that
threatens to change everyone forever.
Set in the not-so-distant future, Ms.
Berryman’s Walden imagines a world
where climate change has intensified
and scientists are recommending that
humans colonize other planets. Cassie,
a NASA botanist, returns from deployment in space and is shocked to find her
sister, Stella, a former NASA architect,
engaged to an Earth Advocate. As the
twins grapple with questions of rivalry
and love, humanity hangs in the balance.
What happens when your best friends
lose their home but refuse to leave it?
And how much do we really owe (or
know?) our neighbors? Mr. Delaney’s
Foreclosure poses questions to those
answers in a sharply comic look at a
modern collapse that shows no sign of
ending.
In Ms. Ryan’s The Wake, Maggie and
Rosemary rent a beach house in Florida
to scatter their sister’s ashes six months
after her death, only to find themselves
and their respective partners staring
down a hurricane. As the strong winds
and rain bands begin, strange encounters with wildlife signal something more
is going on. Filled with humor and
heart, The Wake explores grief, family,
and America’s shifting cultural and environmental climates.
One of the four plays will be selected
for anActors’EquityAssociation (AEA)
29-Hour Reading in June, and the most
promising play will be awarded a full
AEA production as part of Premiere’s
2019 season.

Dickinson to Host Talk
About Mental Health
GARWOOD — Join What’s Your continued support for victims of
Story? Storyteller, Westfield resident, sexual, physical and emotional abuse
mental health advocate and author of at their new location - Marilyn’s Place.
“Breaking Into My Life,” Michelle Marilyn’s Place is run solely by surviDickinson and other area
vors so that all who
residents and special
visit know that everyguests tell stories of sucone they speak to has
cessfully creating new
experienced the emopossibilities in the world
tions and struggles of
at Crossroads in Garwood
the trauma they have
on Saturday, March 16,
endured. All of the
from 4 to 6:30 p.m.
meetings, events and
Michelle will share a
workshops
at
very raw look into what it
Marilyn’s Place are
is like to be a child of a
free of charge.
bipolar parent. This diffiMaureen Spataro,
cult, but inspiring talk will
Founder of Because
have you looking at menShe is, will be a storytal health and the stigma
teller, too. The event is
Emily Dickinson
around mental health in a
$10 in advance, and
brand new way! You will
tickets can be purleave wanting to create conversations chased at the Crossroads website
around mental health.
www.xxroads.com or What’s Your
What’s Your Story? Will be raising Story, wysusa.com and $15 at the
money for Because She Is. The Mis- door. Crossroads is located at 78 North
sion of Because She Is… is to provide Avenue, Garwood.

Useful Information for Our Loyal Readers:
Q: How do I download the newspaper at goleader.com?
A: Click the Download the Newspaper link, enter your
Customer #, then click the Log In button.
Q: How do I get a Customer #?
A: If you are a subscriber, your Customer # is
printed on the mailing label located on the front page
of your newspaper. It looks like this:
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FINALISTS...The 2019 Premiere Play Festival finalists are, pictured from left to
right, Amy Berryman, Kari Bentley-Quinn, Vincent Delaney and Tammy Ryan.

String concertos by
Bach, Tartini, Haydn and Kriesler
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and have the newspaper mailed to you containing your
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Q: What if I only want to read the newspaper online?
A: You can become an Online Only subscriber
by going to goleader.com/form/enroll.htm.
You will receive your Customer # by email
after filling out the form.
Suggestion:
Include your Customer # when submitting
press releases to get priority handling.
For additional guidelines, please read the Help Page online
at goleader.com/help.
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MUDDFEST ’19...The band Puddle of Mudd performs at Saturday’s Muddfest concert at the Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway.
Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO BREAK THE SPELL...Mr. Brink, a.k.a. Death (Richard Kline), has been tricked into the apple tree by Gramps
(Fred Dennehy) while grandson Pud (Logan Guvenel) looks adoringly at his hero. The Westfield Community Players’
production of On Borrowed Time continues through Saturday, March 23. For tickets, call (908) 232-1221.

On Borrowed Time Ticks at
Westfield Community Players
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Everyone has
heard about Adam and Eve’s fateful
relationship with the fruit from the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil in
the Garden of Eden. In Paul Osborn’s
two-act play On Borrowed Time, now
playing weekends at the Westfield
Community Players, another tree of a
magical sort is the focus.
Cantankerous old Gramps (Fred
Dennehy) and his wife, Granny
(Sharon McGuire), find themselves
raising their orphaned grandson, Pud
(Logan Guvenel). Pud’s Aunt
Demetria (Debbie Badal) has no interest in the boy except for designs on
adopting him so that she can get the
money that was left to him.
Grandma warns her husband that
impressionable Pud is mimicking everything he does, including cussing a
blue streak. As Gramps does what he
calls a “good deed,” his grandson
tells him to make a wish and it will
come true. Offhandedly, Gramps

makes a wish that sets a chain of events
into a cataclysmic frenzy. He kiddingly
says he wishes that no one can come
down from his prized apple tree until
he says so. This wish is tested on a
neighbor child who is stealing apples
and then with Pud himself.
Cue villainous, creepy organ music
for a man named Mr. Brink, a.k.a.
Death (Richard Kline), who comes to
visit the household. Gramps is able to
shoo him off, but when Death pays a
second visit, he takes Grandma off to
the great beyond. The old and young
males console each other and carry
on with the help of their maid, Marcia
Giles (Kate Porzuelo).
The end of Act I shows that Gramps
has tricked Death up into the tree.
There is no more death in the world
until Gramps allows it to come down
from the lofty perch. The rest of the
second act deals with townspeople
and Aunt Demetria trying to prove
Gramps insane. They send the sheriff,
a doctor and a person from the insane
asylum to his house to get him locked

Sales Associate
of the Month

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

up. Doc says he stayed up all night
trying to kill insects, stray cats and
dogs, to no avail, and thus, becomes a
believer of Gramps’ suspected delusion. The philosophical question is
broached: what would happen to a
world where nothing ever died?
Fred Dennehy, as Gramps, does a
marvelous job in the demanding role
that was played in the movie version
of this play by the inimitable Lionel
Barrymore. Mr. Dennehy’s natural
comfort with his castmates rings true
in cadence and body language. Ms.
McGuire, as his wife, fits comfortably in banter and his embrace. The
young Logan is adorable as Pud in
parroting Gramps’ salty language. Ms.
Badal has a ball being the mean old
mercenary aunt. The townsfolk do a
credible job with their accents in placing us in the rural south. The magical
tree design and construction is by
Linda Correll, Russ Ortiz and Ed
Whitman. In the end, the play presents the conclusion that humanity
can’t live without death.

Real Estate

•

Mortgage

•

Insurance

•

sharing “old school music” with
her 14-year-old daughter is something she has “always done” since
her daughter was young. Ms. Malko
said her daughter was excited to
attend the concert with her parents
and knows “more about the music
genre now than us.”
“First time at the performing arts
center. I loved the bands. The venue
was awesome. The acoustics are
great,” said Union County resident
Joseph Pinsl.
The concert drew fans from
throughout New Jersey and out-ofstate fans. Holbrook, N.Y. resident
Joseph O’Donell said Puddle of
Mudd was the main reason his son,
14 years, and he attended the concert. Mr. O’Donell stated that Pearl
Jam (a popular ’90s alternative rock
band) “got him into” other bands
who play similar music.
Mr. O’Donell and his son “got
caught up” on the other bands during the drive over and “were really
excited to hear them live,” he said.
Trapt performed their 2002 hit
single “Headstrong” to close their
performance, which created a positive crowd reaction. “Headstrong”
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$884,000

5 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial. Eat In Kitchen, Formal Dining Rm, Family Room w/
fireplace, attic, finished basement, backyard with patio and fire-pit, and Built-in garage.
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Holly Cohen
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reached 16th on the Billboard Hot
100. The crowd was fully engaged
and responsive to all bands performing,
although
many
concertgoers were there to see
Puddle of Mudd exclusively or appreciated all the performances.
Trapt received notable pre-concert
fan attention and a positive live
response while performing specific
to their band.
Tantric’s lead singer, Hugo
Ferreira, was the only original
member of the band to perform.
Tantric’s “Cross the Line” contributed to the 2003 NASCAR album
NASCAR: Crank It Up.
“It was my first time coming to
this historic theatre. Tantric is actually my favorite. I used to listen
to these guys every day before high
school,” said one concertgoer.
Overall, the show added to the
growing list of successful concerts
the Union County Performing Arts
Center has hosted over the last several years. The arts center has created a concert series with diverse
music which remains comfortable
for families, couples, and “hardcore music fans” alike.
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RAHWAY – On Saturday night,
concertgoers of all ages attended
Muddfest 2019 at the Union County
Performing Arts Center in Rahway.
Puddle of Mudd headlined the fourhour show, accompanied by onehour performances including Saliva,
Trapt, and Tantric. Although advertised, travel complications prohibited Saving Abel from performing.
Lead singer Wes Scantlin
founded Puddle of Mudd in Kansas City, Mo., on September 13,
1991. Puddle of Mudd was acclaimed for their hit singles “Control” and “Blurry” in 2001.
“Blurry” reached number five on
the Billboard Hot 100. To date,
Puddle of Mudd has sold over seven
million records.
The crowd included many between the ages of 28 and 40 years
old. All the bands performing are
recognized internationally. However, the music genre is recognized
as fitting a ’90s alternative rock or
post grunge; a throwback as many
attendees regarded the music.
Clark resident Stacey Malko said
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Concertgoers of All Ages Turn Out
For Muddfest at Union County PAC
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GOFF LED SCORING WITH 364 PTS; PETGRAVE 201 REBOUNDS, 244 PTS, RUKA 41 3 POINTERS

Cougars Were Competitive; Finish 11-12 in Boys Basketball
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three senior starters and a multitude of sophomores and juniors comprised this year’s
Cranford High School (CHS) boys
basketball team that competed
in the Union County Conference

Ballyhoo

Sky Division that was comprised
of New Providence (Pioneers),
Governor Livingston (Highlanders), Roselle (Rams) and AL
Johnson (Crusaders). Although
the Pioneers, who finished with a
29-3 overall record, won the division with an 8-0 record and the
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

Highlanders were 6-2, the Cougars finished in the middle of the
pack with a 5-4 record but more
than doubled their overall win
record from last year to finish
11-12.
Aware of his team being undersized as compared to the rest of
the conference and county, firstyear Head Coach Sean Trotter, a
2011 CHS graduate and threesport athlete, who had been the

l'ennemi du journaliste

assistant coach the three previous years, had a philosophy of
out-hustle, outwork and outsmart the opponents. The result
was a season filled with very
competitive games.
Within the conference, the Cougars defeated Roselle three
times, 58-47, 64-49 and 59-25,
and the Crusaders twice, 49-46
and 57-44. The Cougars had a 63 record against non-county opponents, the wins being over
Voorhees, 68-56, Eagle Area, 6462, Somerville, 51-43, South

Plainfield, 58-53, Lyndhurst, 5047, and Millburn, 63-52.
The Cougars did experience
several stinging losses — Governor Livingston, 57-54, Hillside,
62-60, Metuchen, 55-53, and
Hanover Park, 61-59. But the
biggest burn came in a 77-74,
overtime setback to the Pioneers
in Cranford where the Cougars
overcame a 13-point halftime
deficit to send the game into
overtime. The Cougars’ season
came to an end when they lost in
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Cranford Cougars Were Competitive; Finished Season 11-12 in Boys Basketball
the first round of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tournament, 56-36, to the Colonia Patriots, who went on to win the title.
“This season was a successful
year even though our record is
not as great as we wanted. These
players came to play everyday
whether it was practice or a game
and it showed, since we were in
every game this year no matter
who the opponent was. These
kids have changed the culture
and have the program moving in
the direction that we want it to be
going,” Coach Trotter expressed.
Individually, senior Hunter Goff
had a banner season, leading the
team with 364 points, which included 83 free throws and 18 3pointers. He was particularly
strong driving to the basket which
resulted either with a lay-up or a
trip to the charity line. A prime
example of his effectiveness was
in the 61-59 loss to Hanover Park
where Goff put in 32 points, which
included eight free throws. Goff
also dished out 38 assists and
added 59 rebounds, 18 steals
and three blocked shots.
“Hunter Goff was our go-to guy
this year. For a guy who had not
played much varsity time, we
really relied on him to run our
offense,” Coach Trotter said.
Senior Jeremy Ruka, a stalwart
on defense, led the team by far
with 27 blocked shots, something that became very discomforting to opposing teams. He
was second on the team in rebounds with 143 and third in
assists with 36, while adding 19
steals. Another discomforting
factor to other teams was Ruka’s
ability to bang the big “three” as

he pumped in a team-leading 41
3-pointers. It was evident when
he hit five 3-pointers in the classic 77-74, overtime loss to the
Pioneers, who won the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 1 title, and
the Group 1 title. Ruka finished
with 221 points, which included
28 free throws.
“Jeremy Ruka was a great twoway player for us and stepped up

as one of the only players returning with significant minutes last
year. He did a great job being our
defensive force and also scoring
on the other end,” Coach Trotter
commented.
Primarily a play setter senior
Kevin Donovan led the Cougars
by far with 66 assists, while con-

tributing 37 points. Defensively,
he pulled 64 rebounds and was
second on the team with 38 acts
of thievery, while adding four
blocked shots.
“Kevin Donovan is the guy who
will do anything you ask of him,”
Coach Trotter expressed.
The “Chief Thief” however was
junior Cole Blazek, who snatched
41 basketballs. Blazek also

grabbed 86 rebounds, scored 141
points, including 10 3-poiinters,
and added 33 assists and two
blocks.
Sophomore Arjun Petgrave certainly left a positive impression,
not only being second on the
team in scoring with 244 points,
which included 52 free throws,

but also across the board. He
was hands on everywhere and
led the team with 201 rebounds,
while creating 32 steals, dishing
out 24 assists and adding 11
blocks. In the 77-74, overtime
game against the Pioneers,
Petgrave pulled a team-leading
14 rebounds.
Sophomore Joe Carrea demonstrated his scrappiness by pulling down 99 rebounds.
He scored 105 points
and added 20 assists,
17 steals and a pair of
blocked shots. Another
sophomore, Dennis
DiMarino, experiencing partial time on the
court, scored 48 points
and added 25 rebounds, 11 assists and
seven steals. Sophomore Devin Haughey
contributed 36 rebounds, 28 points, two
assists, two blocks and
a steal.
With limited court
time, sophomore Jack
Connolly scored eight
points and added two
rebounds and a blocked
shot. Junior Pat Blowe
had seven points, 11
rebounds and an assist. Junior Anthony
DeCostello had seven
points, four rebounds and two
assists. Senior Gaven Bridgeman
had five points and five rebounds,
Sophomore Adam Kutzer had four
points and three rebounds, junior
Jake DiClerico had six steals, two
rebounds and a point, and junior
Anthony Serson added a rebound
and an assist.

With the graduation of Goff and
his inside scoring ability, Ruka
with his accuracy from beyond
the perimeter and defensive
toughness, and Donovan with
his play setting, the Cougars will
have some shoes to fill but the
shoes will be there with the return of an experienced depthfilled crew of underclassmen.
“This years senior captains,
Donovan, Goff and Ruka, did a
great job leading this team and
showing the rest of the program
the dedication and hard work it
takes to win in this county. The
seniors will be greatly missed
and I thank them for making my
transition as head coach as easy
as it was,” said Coach Trotter,
who added, “We are looking forward to the future with a lot of
players returning that we are
expecting a lot out of. We are
hoping Petgrave, Blazek, Carrea
and all the other returning players will make a big step in the
right direction after a solid year
this year. Losing three big starters is going to hurt a lot but
hopefully with all the returning
players we have, we can continue to get better and better.”
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Cranford Experts Express Their
Opinions on 750 Walnut Avenue
goleader.com/ballyhoo

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – James Brunette,
a licensed real estate broker,
and Maurice Rasched, licensed
as a professional engineer, with
a specialty in traffic engineering,
provided their opinions on 750
Walnut Avenue at the planning
board hearing last Wednesday.
This 30-acre tract of land is owned
by Hartz Mountain Industries,
which is seeking to rezone the
property for residential use in

order to erect 905 apartments.
Mr. Brunette spoke about the
viability of the industrial and the
office space market in the state.
The office commercial market is
improving, while the “industrial
market is on fire,” Mr. Brunette
said.
He said there are shortcomings
regarding the property. “It could
be retrofitted to meet the requirement people would want,”
Mr. Brunette said. He showed
examples of properties in other

municipalities where property
owners have made improvements to buildings to attract tenants. Some attractions include
lounge areas, eateries, gym
space and outdoor space, he said.
For an industrial use, he said a
35-foot ceiling height is desirable, and Hartz could change the
ceiling heights. Hartz’s real estate professionals have said they
have been unsuccessful in finding tenants. Bank of America
occupied a large portion of the
commercial space, but has vacated the premises.
Also, there is a demand for
smaller industrial spaces between
25,000 and 50,000 square feet,
Mr. Brunette said. A tenant at
750 Walnut Avenue, Lab Corps,
had wanted to downsize its space
at the site, “and couldn’t come to
an agreement (with Hartz),” Mr.
Brunette said. Lab Corps occupies 85,000 square feet. “They
are in the midst of evacuating,”
Mr. Brunette said.
At the start of Mr. Rasched’s
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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DAR MARKS 75TH ANNIVERSARY...Barbara Krause of the Cranford Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution is presented with a resolution
March 5 by Mayor Patrick Giblin marking the 75th anniversary of the Cranford
DAR.
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LEADER IN FLORIDA...Caroline and RJ from Cranford hold up The Westfield
Leader in front of the Flagler Beach pier in Flagler Beach, Fla., on Sunday. With
the temperatures reaching into the 80s, playing in the sand and surf has been a
nice break from the ice and snow in New Jersey.

Cranford BOE Proposes
$68-Mil. School Budget
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Preliminary discussions about the 2019-2020
school budget took place on Monday night at the Cranford Board
of Education (BOE) meeting.
The projected total for the budget is expected to be
$68,522,849, which is a 1.26percent increase from last year.
The approximate school tax increase on the average Cranford
taxpayer will be $167.16.
The board approved submission of the budget to the executive county superintendent of
schools, part of the state’s Department of Education.
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The six largest components of
the budget are salaries and benefits, out-of-district tuition costs,
transportation costs, energy costs,
student related/extraordinary services and liability services.
These areas make up over 94
percent of the budget and add up
to $62,763,069. The district is
receiving an increase of $216,159
in state aid. According to Superintendent of Schools Scott Rubin,
Ed.D., the money will be used to
“continue the district’s focus on
promoting and enhancing health
and wellness.”
The district is recommending
that two school counselors be
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Cranford Experts Express Opinions on 750 Walnut
testimony, he said he has “areas
of concern” pertaining to Hartz’s
traffic engineering plan in regards to the site design and site
circulation within the property.
“In my opinion, the site is not
designed...for large moving
trucks,” he said.
“A tractor trailer would have a
difficult time maneuvering the
site. When people move, sometimes they use a larger vehicle
for moving in or moving out,” he
said.
The internal roadway design
does not provide for a shoulder
nor a bike lane or bike path. To
have a bike path or a bike lane,
“the footprint of the project would
have to change,” he said.
“The site is tight in general” to
accommodate a fire truck, he
noted, saying the “trucks’ tires
would be right at the curb.”
“A school bus is larger than a
fire truck and takes up more
space. A school bus would not be
able to negotiate the site,” he
said. “The site is not designed
properly to accommodate a
school bus or a large vehicle.”
As part of Hartz’s plan, the new
use would, in addition to the
apartment buildings, have two
clubhouses with adjacent swimming pools. One of the two clubhouses would have seven parking spots, the other had no dedicated parking spaces, in the plan
presented to the board, Mr.
Rasched said.
In Mr. Rasched’s testimony, he
felt the clubhouses should have
parking spaces and, “it’s not unusual for a clubhouse that size to
have 30 to 40 parking spaces.”
Later, Hartz Mountain attorney

James Rhatican asked if the township has a requirement for parking at a clubhouse, to which Mr.
Rasched responded, “I am not
aware of any.”
Many tenants will choose to
drive instead of walking 1,000
feet, Mr. Rasched said, referring
to the tenants going to the clubhouses.
“The site...may not function in
a safe and efficient manner,” Mr.
Rasched summed up.
During board questions, Deputy

Probitas Verus Honos

Mayor Ann Dooley asked if his
testimony would change if he
was only looking at Phase 1.
Hartz Mountain has proposed a
two-phase approach where it
would build about half the apartments in the first phase, and
retain some of the commercial
space during the first phase. He
said his testimony would remain
the same.
The next meeting will be
Wednesday, March 20, when the
board of education will speak,
Planning Board Attorney Mark
Rothman said. The board’s planner will be present at the Wednesday, April 3 meeting.

Cranford BOE Proposes Budget
hired, one at Orange Avenue
School and the other at Hillside
Avenue School.
“Currently, there are no school
counselors at either of these
schools,” but instead there is a
social worker, working with a
ratio of over 700 students to one,
according to Mr. Rubin. “An additional counselor at each of these
schools certainly will provide
much needed support,” Mr. Rubin
further commented.
Additionally, the extra money
will be put towards partnering
with the New Jersey Coalition for
Inclusive Education.
A hearing on the budget will be
held by the Cranford BOE on
Monday, April 29.
In other board business, the
Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report for the fiscal year ending

June 30, 2018, as submitted by
Hodulik & Morrison, P.A., was
accepted by the BOE, with no
recommendations made. Robert
Morrison commented to the board
that the audit was the “cleanest,
best, nicest report we can issue.”
The board accepted resignations on behalf of Antonia Ward,
a speech-language specialist;
Kathleen Savage, a physical education teacher; Shaun Benoit, a
kindergarten teacher, and Elizabeth Kellett, a school nurse.
Board member Lisa Carbone
commented in regards to the retiring faculty that “they are pillars
of our community,” and further
commented that, “they have left
a mark” on the community.
The next regularly scheduled
board meeting is Monday, March
25.

Recycling Events Coming Up

YOUTH ACADEMY...The Cranford Police Department (CPD) will host the
13th Annual Cranford Police Youth Academy Class from Monday, July 8, to
Friday, July 12. Classes run daily from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The academy is for
students completing grades 6 through 8. The primary goal of the academy is to
encourage open communication between the youth of Cranford and members of
the CPD. The program gives Cranford youth the opportunity to see some of the
aspects of the police department. Applications can be found on the department’s
website, cranfordnj.org/police-department. The deadline for applications is
Monday, April 15, at 3 p.m. There is an $80 registration fee. Interested persons
are invited to contact Detective Steven D’Ambola at (908) 709-7336 or Captain
Joseph Van Bergen at j-vanbergen@cranfordnj.org.

Union County will host a weekend of mobile paper shredding
events on the last weekend in
March. Shredding will take place
on both Saturday, March 30 and
Sunday March 31 at the Union
County Vocational Technical
Schools located at 1776 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. Both events
will run from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or
until the truck(s) get filled. Residents can bring up to four bags of
confidential documents for shredding. The following mobile paper
shredding event will be Friday, April
26 at Cedar Brook Park in Plainfield.
On Saturday, April 6, there will be
a household hazardous waste program at the Union County Vo-Tech
School. The event will be held from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.. Items for drop off

include old pesticides and herbicides, pool chemicals, gasoline, oilbased paints and deck stain.
Union County’s Scrap Metal Recycling program also starts up again
in April. The events are the first
Thursday and Third Saturday of
each month so for April the collections will be on Thursday, April 4
and Saturday, April 20. There are
two locations in Union County for
residents to drop off their metal for
recycling, one in Cranford and
Rahway. All locations will be open
from 9 a.m. to noon. Residents can
drop off old appliances, microwaves, air conditioners, and metal
lawn furniture.
Please visit www.ucnj.org/recycling for more information or
directions.
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Legal Newspaper for Union County, Cranford
Garden Historian to Discuss Church and Knights Cranford Library Reveals
Upcoming Activities
‘Little House’ Landscapes To Host Blood Drive
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy will welcome Marta
McDowell, author of “The World
of Laura Ingalls Wilder: The Frontier Landscapes that Inspired the
Little House Books,” on Tuesday,
April 23, at 7 p.m., at the Cranford
Community Center.
A garden historian, Ms.
McDowell will take her audience
on a journey with the beloved
“Little House” series as attendees explore Wilder’s deep relationship to the landscape.
Throughout, participants will
learn details about Wilder’s life
and inspirations, discover how to
visit the real places today, and
even learn to grow the plants
and vegetables featured in the
stories.
The plants, animals and landscapes are so integral to the
stories, they are practically their
own characters. It is a world of
prairie, forest, farm and garden.
Ms. McDowell lives, writes and
gardens in Chatham. She teaches
landscape history and horticulture at the New York Botanical
Garden and has worked as a
horticulturist at Reeves-Reed
Arboretum in Summit. She has
been a featured speaker at locations ranging from the Arnold
Arboretum to the Philadelphia
Flower Show. She also wrote “All
the Presidents’ Gardens,” a New
York Times bestseller, and
“Beatrix Potter’s Gardening Life.”

Ms. McDowell’s garden is included
in the Smithsonian’s Archives of
American Gardens.
The Cranford Community Center is located at 220 Walnut Avenue. Ms. McDowell will have
copies of her book available for
purchase and signing. Purchases
may be made with cash or check
only. This event is sponsored by
the Hanson Park Conservancy.
The program is free and open to
the public. No registration is required, but seating is available
on a first-come, first-served basis. For more information, go to
the Conservancy website,
hansonparkconservancy.com.
This history program is made
possible in part by a HEART (History, Education, Arts Reaching
Thousands) Grant from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

AREA — The Church of the
Assumption and the Knights
of Columbus will sponsor a
blood drive on Saturday,
March 23, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. It will take place in the
Lower Chiego Church Hall, located at 113 Chiego Place,
Roselle Park.
Appointments are preferred,
but walk-ins also will be welcome. All donors will receive
the following free health
screenings: cholesterol, blood
pressure, temperature, iron,
pulse and blood type.
Donors should weigh at least
110 pounds, eat a meal before donating, bring identification and drink plenty of
water before and after donating. For more information or
to schedule a donation, call
(201) 251-3703 or visit
vitalant.org.

Harpist to Present Medieval Music
CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society invites the
community to an afternoon of
medieval music with harpist
Michele Mountain.
The program will take place
on Sunday, April 28, at 2 p.m.,
at the Hanson House, located
at 38 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford. All are welcome.
Ms. Mountain has been entertaining people for more than
30 years on both the East and

West Coasts, at events ranging from weddings to historical reenactments. For the upcoming program she will be
dressed in a medieval costume and will play music from
the period.
To help her audience to understand the music, she will
stop occasionally to talk about
the composers and the times.
Ms. Mountain has made two
full-length, independent CDs.

CRANFORD — The Cranford Public Library has scheduled multiple
family events for the second half
of March. With the arrival of Spring
next week, events for April and
May will be announced. The library
is located at 224 Walnut Avenue.
The library will participate in
New Jersey Makers Day, a statewide celebration of making and
maker culture that takes place
every March in the Garden State.
Children of all ages are invited to
come to the library on Saturday,
March 23, from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m., to tinker, play and learn.
The Lego Club will meet on Tuesday, March 19, during which
youngsters in kindergarten to
grade 6 are invited to free-build
and share their work with their
friends. Additional sessions will
take place on April 16 and May 21.
Sessions last from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. No registration is required.
Children in grades 1 to 3 are
invited to make a Fish in a Bag
craft on Monday, March 25, from 4
to 4:45 p.m. Registration is required and currently is underway.
Interested persons may call (908)
709-7272 or stop by the Children’s
Department to reserve a spot.
Additionally, the library will continue its story time sessions through
Thursday, April 11. The library has
weekly offerings for children ranging in age from 3 months to 5
years. All story times meet at 10:15
a.m. No registration is required,
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but participants are asked to arrive
on time as space is limited and the
library may be unable to accommodate latecomers.
The library also continues to
present iDiscover Coding, a
monthly introduction for children
to the logic of computer programming. The next session will
be on Tuesday, March 26, for
those in grades 1 to 3. Registration is not required, but space is
limited. This free program is
sponsored by a grant from the
Union County Freeholders.
Students in grades 4 to 6 are
invited to attend a fun series called
Unquiet Library, which meets on
Thursdays. Participants have an
opportunity to watch movies,
tinker with robots, play video
games and enjoy other activities.
The next date is March 21.
For full information about programs available at the Cranford
Public
Library,
visit
cranfordlibrary.org.
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Tuesday, February 26, John
Gacina, 54, of Summit was arrested and charged with possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop at
North Avenue East and the Garden State Parkway 137 Exchange
for a seatbelt violation. Gacina
was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, he was issued
a motor vehicle summons for a
seatbelt violation.
Wednesday, February 27, Kimberly Saybe, 23, of New
Brunswick was arrested and
charged with possession of under 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop
at North Avenue East and the
Garden State Parkway 137 Exchange for tinted windows. Saybe
was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, the driver was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for tinted windows, failure to signal a turn, obstructing traffic and
failure to notify the New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Services Commission of an address change.
Wednesday, February 27,
Brendan Hannon, 24, of Toms
River was arrested and charged
with possession of prescription
legend drugs and possession of
drug paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop at North Avenue East and the Garden State
Parkway 137 Exchange for a
brake lamp out. Hannon was arrested for possession of suspected Oxycodone found inside
the vehicle. He was processed
and provided with a state Superior Court appearance date. In
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addition, he was issued motor
vehicle summonses for maintenance of lamps, failure to signal
a turn and possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.
Wednesday, February 27, Sean
Wade, 27, of Hillside was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) following a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue West and Washington
Place for erratic driving. Wade
was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for an
unsafe lane change, careless driving, failure to keep right and no
insurance.
Friday, March 1, Quintin
McDonald, 19, of Rahway was
arrested and charged with possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop at Walnut and Blake
Avenues for speeding. McDonald
was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, he was issued

Garwood Knights
Plan St. Pat’s Dinner

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will host a
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner this Sunday, March 17, from 1:30 to 5
p.m., at 37 South Avenue,
Garwood.
A donation of $25 is requested
for adults and $10 for children. A
cash bar will be available. The
menu includes corned beef and
cabbage, Irish soda bread, potatoes, soda and various desserts.
There also will be music, Irish
dancers and games. All proceeds
will support Knights of Columbus
charities.

motor vehicle summonses for
speeding, tinted windows, no insurance and possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.
Sunday, March 3, Wali Moses,
35, of Newark was arrested and
charged with obstruction of administration of law following a
motor vehicle stop at Raritan
Road and Coleman Avenue for
unclear plates. Moses, a passenger in the vehicle, was processed
and provided with a municipal
court appearance date. In addition, he was found to have an
active arrest warrant issued by
the Irvington Municipal Court.
The driver of the vehicle was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for an open container and unclear plates.
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Sarah Hoffman of Cranford
Earns GS Gold Award
CRANFORD — Sarah Hoffman of
Cranford, a senior at The
Wardlaw+Hartridge School in
Edison, wanted to create something meaningful and lasting for
her Girl Scout Gold Award project.
True to the Township of Cranford
in which she has lived since birth,
Sarah created a memorable and
timeless tribute.
Sarah spent more than 100 hours
creating a living history museum
of significant people, places and
things in Cranford’s history. She
conducted her own research and

Dickinson to Host Talk
About Mental Health
GARWOOD — Join What’s Your
Story? Storyteller, Westfield resident, mental health advocate and
author of “Breaking Into My Life,”
Michelle Dickinson and other area
residents and special guests tell
stories of successfully creating
new possibilities in the world at
Crossroads in Garwood on Saturday, March 16, from 4 to 6:30
p.m.
Michelle will share a very raw
look into what it is like to be a
child of a bipolar parent. This
difficult, but inspiring talk will
have you looking at mental health
and the stigma around mental
health in a brand new way! You
will leave wanting to create conversations around mental health.
What’s Your Story? Will be raising money for Because She Is.

The Mission of Because She Is…
is to provide continued support
for victims of sexual, physical
and emotional abuse at their new
location - Marilyn’s Place.
Marilyn’s Place is run solely by
survivors so that all who visit
know that everyone they speak
to has experienced the emotions
and struggles of the trauma they
have endured. All of the meetings, events and workshops at
Marilyn’s Place are free of charge.
Maureen Spataro, Founder of Because She is, will be a storyteller,
too. The event is $10 in advance,
and tickets can be purchased at
the
Crossroads
website
www.xxroads.com or What’s Your
Story, wysusa.com and $15 at
the door. Crossroads is located
at 78 North Avenue, Garwood.
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worked with the Cranford Historical Society, which provided archive
images and information. Sarah
highlighted 24 entries and wrote
informative paragraphs describing each person, place or thing
and provided QR codes with links
to videos and more information.
“This project really made me more
passionate about history,” Sarah
said. “I researched so much and I
found it so fascinating. It makes me
really proud to see how much impact my town has had, not just in
New Jersey but also nationwide. I
want this to have a lasting impact
on the community. Teachers will be
able to use this as a tool.”
The process included the creation and assembly of tiles, building and painting boards and finally attaching the tiles. Subjects
highlighted in Sarah’s tribute to
Cranford include the Crane-Philips
House, Rahway River, Deborah
Canon, Partridge Wolfe, Ph.D.,
Fannie Bates, Cranford River Carnivals of the 1920s and the
Cranford Train Station.
“A lot of people don’t know these
people and places existed,” Sarah
said. “They don’t realize how much
history there is in Cranford.”
Sarah’s project was unveiled on
December 11, 2018, at the
Cranford Community Center, with
her parents and project team
members in attendance. Her tribute will be permanently on display
in the center.
“That made me so proud,” Sarah said. “It’s been such a big part
of my life and this really validated
everything I’ve done and all the
work I put into this project.”

