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Library to Host Makers Day
For Adults and Children
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will host a Makers Day for adults and children on
Friday and Saturday, March 22 and
23, respectively. The library is located at 550 East Broad Street.
Adults are free to drop in to the
Meeting Room anytime Friday between 12:30 and 3:30 p.m. to create
crafts such as dreamcatchers,
origami bookmarks, decoupage

CATCH THE SUN...Sun catchers like
this one will be among the craft offerings for adults during the Westfield
Memorial Library’s two-day Makers
Day events on Friday and Saturday,
March 22 and 23.

boxes, sun catchers and pens topped
with flowers, among other projects.
All supplies will be provided,
and librarians and other staffers
will be on site to teach the craft and
help where needed. The program
will end at 4 p.m. and is free and
open to the public. There is no
need to register for Makers Day.
Children and their families are
invited to come to the library on
Saturday anytime between 10 a.m.
and 12:30 p.m. for a variety of
crafts and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)
activities. The program ends at 1
p.m. The day is geared to ages 4
and up, and it is open to full-service Westfield Memorial Library
cardholders only.
Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit the library’s
website at wmlnj.org and sign up
for the monthly e-newsletter, “Library Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Garden Historian to Discuss
‘Little House’ Landscapes
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy will welcome Marta
McDowell, author of “The World of
Laura Ingalls Wilder: The Frontier
Landscapes that Inspired the Little
House Books,” on Tuesday, April
23, at 7 p.m., at the Cranford Community Center.
A garden historian, Ms.
McDowell will take her audience
on a journey with the beloved “Little
House” series as attendees explore
Wilder’s deep relationship to the
landscape. Throughout, participants
will learn details about Wilder’s life
and inspirations, discover how to
visit the real places today, and even
learn to grow the plants and vegetables featured in the stories.
The plants, animals and landscapes are so integral to the stories,
they are practically their own characters. It is a world of prairie, forest, farm and garden.
Ms. McDowell lives, writes and
gardens in Chatham. She teaches landscape history and horticulture at the
New York Botanical Garden and has
worked as a horticulturist at Reeves-

Reed Arboretum in Summit. She has
been a featured speaker at locations
ranging from the Arnold Arboretum
to the Philadelphia Flower Show. She
also wrote “All the Presidents’ Gardens,” a New York Times bestseller,
and “Beatrix Potter’s Gardening
Life.” Ms. McDowell’s garden is included in the Smithsonian’s Archives
of American Gardens.
The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
Ms. McDowell will have copies of
her book available for purchase and
signing. Purchases may be made
with cash or check only. This event
is sponsored by the Hanson Park
Conservancy. The program is free
and open to the public. No registration is required, but seating is available on a first-come, first-served
basis. For more information, go to
the
Conservancy
website,
hansonparkconservancy.com.
This history program is made possible in part by a HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thousands) Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, TAY!...Members of the senior network of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield gather to sing birthday wishes to Tay Miller,
center, on her special day February 13 at Charlie Brown’s restaurant in Scotch
Plains. Senior citizens at the Westfield church have an opportunity to enjoy a
variety of activities including movies, Bible studies, book clubs and small
groups. For more information about the church, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue, call the church office during business hours at (908) 233-3031.

Columbia Bank Receives
Bauer’s 5-Star ‘Superior’ Rating
FAIR LAWN — Thomas J. Kemly,
President and CEO of Columbia
Bank, is pleased to announce that the
bank has been awarded a 5-Star (“Superior”) Rating from Bauer Financial, Inc., an independent bank rating
company. Bauer’s 5-Star Rating, their
highest performance ranking, represents an independent, unbiased analysis of a financial institution’s safety
and soundness position. Bauer has
been analyzing and reporting the financial condition of the nation’s banking industry since 1983.
In making the announcement, Mr.
Kemly noted that, “Columbia Bank is
proud to be recognized as one of the
strongest banks in New Jersey.”
The Bauer rating is based on a
complex analysis of financial criteria
including capitalization, asset quality, profitability, liquidity and risk.

The 5-Star Rating indicates that Columbia is both financially sound and
has the resources to deal with a variety of adverse economic conditions.
About Columbia Bank
Headquartered in Fair Lawn, N.J.,
Columbia Bank has an asset base of
over $6.5 billion and 50 full-service offices throughout New Jersey.
Columbia Bank offers a wide range
of consumer and commercial products, including online and mobile
banking, localized lending centers
as well as title, investment and
wealth management services. For
more information about Columbia
Bank’s full line of products and
services, visit their website at
columbiabankonline.com.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

The group for spouses will meet
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. It will cover
topics such as coping with caregiver
emotions and managing stress, navigating care options and defining
one’s roles as caregivers.
Licensed Clinical Social Worker
and InfoCare Manager Kathy Larkin
will lead both groups. Pre-registration is required for each. The groups
will meet at SAGE Eldercare, located at 290 Broad Street, Summit.
To register or for more information,
call (908) 598-5509.

Page 7

Eagle Scout Project to Help
Children Who Feel Lonely
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A WELCOMING CHOIR...The Friends of Music at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
will host a special Choral Evensong honoring the church’s 125th anniversary this
Sunday, March 17, at 4 p.m. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is located at 414 East
Broad Street, Westfield.

Choral Evensong Sunday To
Mark St. Paul’s 125th Year
WESTFIELD — St. Paul’s Episcopal Church will present a special
Choral Evensong this Sunday, March
17, at 4 p.m. All New Jersey residents
are invited to attend. The Reverend
Duncan Johnston, D.Min., rector of
St. Paul’s, advises that, “People have
been praying Evensong for many hundreds of years, and we’re pleased to
offer this unique blend of spectacular
music and soothing prayer to the
Westfield community and beyond.
Beautiful words and stunning music
are two of God’s greatest gifts and we
are thrilled to pass them on to
Evensong attendees.
“This year’s Choral Evensong comes
at a special and wonderful time of
celebration,” continued Reverend
Johnston. “St Paul’s is 125 years old
this year. We wish to thank the people
of the town for their love and friendship since 1894, and we invite everyone to celebrate the start of our next
125 exciting years on March 17.”
In tune with this, the St. Paul’s
Choir, led by Music Director Mark
Hyczko, will perform a new anthem,
“Rejoice in Hope,” by native New
York composer and Pulitzer Prize for
Music winner Paul Moravec. The
anthem, commissioned by Director
Hyczko on behalf of St. Paul’s, is
based on Paul’s Letter to the Romans
(Romans 12:9-21), in which he advises his “Brothers and Sisters” to

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer [and to] Live
in harmony with one another, live
peaceably with all.”
In keeping with Paul’s message of
peace and hope, Mr. Hyczko explained
that, “The ‘program’ for an Evensong
is not in recital or concert format. This
allows the listener some freedom to
relax, meditate and enjoy the music. I
recently learned that Evensong attendance in England’s Anglican Churches
has risen and continues to rise, despite
declining attendance in British
churches overall. Perhaps this is because the service demands no particular religious commitment, but simply
offers busy people a chance to get
away from an otherwise hectic daily
grind for a few private, spiritual and
musical moments.”
Mr. Hyczko added that, “We selected all the music and liturgy from
what we believe St. Paul’s might have
programmed at an Evensong 125
years ago. The hymns, prayers, responses, etc. will hail from the 1892
Book of Common Prayer and the
1892 Hymnal.”
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is located at 414 East Broad Street,
Westfield. The 45-minute service
starts promptly at 4 p.m. There is no
charge and parking also is free. For
more information, call Mr. Hyczko at
(908) 232-8506, extension no. 10.

Torah Center-Chabad Lists
Purim Celebration Dates
WESTFIELD — The Union
County Torah Center-Chabad will
present multiple family programs
this coming holiday of Purim.
A Purim Story and Crafts hour
will take place this evening, Thursday, March 14, at 6 p.m., at Barnes
& Noble, located at 1180 Raritan
Road, Clark. Children will enjoy a
story-telling session followed by
creative Purim crafts. Graggers will
be available for all. There is no fee
for this program. For more information or to RSVP, call (908) 7895252, email info@torahcenter.org
or register online at torahcenter.org.
A pre-Purim Hamantash Bake will
be held at the Torah Center this
Sunday, March 17, at 11 a.m. Children will put on aprons, take out
rolling pins and bake hamantashen
to take home. The fee is $5 per
child. Reservations are preferred
and may be made at torahcenter.org,
info@torahcenter.org or (908) 7895252.
There will be a Megillah reading
followed by Hamantashen and
L’chaim on Wednesday, March 20,
at 7:30 p.m. It will be open to the
public and free of charge.
The Torah Center will have another Megillah reading on Thursday, March 21, at 8:45 a.m., as it is
a mitzvah to hear it being read on
Purim day as well.
Additionally that day, the Torah
Center will host a family Purim
Celebration. From 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
there will be a family program that
includes a pizza dinner, masquerade contest (grand prize for best
costume/prize for everyone in costume), face painting and balloon
twisting. Kosher DJ will spin Jewish music from all over the world.

There also will be a magic show
with Magical Josh. A multimedia
Megillah reading will be held at 6
p.m. Thanks to an anonymous donor, the fee is $5 per family. A
Purim Dinner will take place at
6:30 p.m., followed by stand-up
comedy by Edward Mullayev (The
Kosher Comic).
All the activities will be held at the
Torah Center, located at 111 Laurel
Place, Westfield. There is a fee of
$25 per adult and $15 per child.
Sponsorships are available for $180.
Interested persons are asked to RSVP
by Monday, March 18.
All the programs are open to the
public and everyone is welcome.
For more information, call the Torah Center at (908) 789-5252 or
email info@torahcenter.org or register online at torahcenter.org.

Church and Knights
To Host Blood Drive
AREA — The Church of the Assumption and the Knights of Columbus will sponsor a blood drive on
Saturday, March 23, from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. It will take place in the Lower
Chiego Church Hall, located at 113
Chiego Place, Roselle Park.
Appointments are preferred, but
walk-ins also will be welcome. All
donors will receive the following
free health screenings: cholesterol,
blood pressure, temperature, iron,
pulse and blood type.
Donors should weigh at least 110
pounds, eat a meal before donating, bring identification and drink
plenty of water before and after
donating. For more information or
to schedule a donation, call (201)
251-3703 or visit vitalant.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Chris
Bagdonas, a lifelong resident of
Scotch Plains and a senior at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, is hoping his Eagle Scout project will encourage children to be supportive of
each other.
A member of Boy Scout Troop 33,
Chris currently is installing a homemade “Buddy Bench” for Westminster
Preschool in Fanwood, which he said
provides a great message for all young
people. Chris is the son of Jean and
John Bagdonas.
The concept is simple: when a child
is feeling lonely during playtime/recess at school, he or she can sit on the
Buddy Bench. His or her classmates
would be taught strategies to help
their friend feel better. Asking them
how they are feeling, inviting them to
their game or activity, and sitting with

them on the bench are some ways that
students can help their lonely classmates feel happy and included.
The Buddy Bench movement has
been constantly growing in the United
States since it first began in Pennsylvania in 2013. Chris hopes to further
the message of kindness, friendship
and inclusion within the Scotch PlainsFanwood community through his
project. For more information, interested persons are invited to visit https:/
/youtu.be/9JoF_6Kodg0 for a video
featuring Chris discussing the Buddy
Bench concept in greater detail.
Eagle Scout is the highest rank
available in Boy Scouting. To attain
this status, candidates must meet all
requirements and complete a service
project that benefits any religious institution, school or the Scout’s community.

GOOD BUDDIES...Students enjoy the “Buddy Bench” that Chris Bagdonas is
installing at Westminster Preschool in Fanwood as a way to encourage youngsters
to befriend a child who may be feeling lonely. A member of Boy Scout Troop 33,
Chris chose the bench as his Eagle Scout project as a way to help children find
support and friendship.

Cranford Library Reveals
Upcoming Activities
CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library has scheduled multiple family events for the second half
of March. With the arrival of Spring
next week, events for April and May
will be announced. The library is located at 224 Walnut Avenue.
The library will participate in
New Jersey Makers Day, a statewide celebration of making and
maker culture that takes place every March in the Garden State.
Children of all ages are invited to
come to the library on Saturday,
March 23, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
to tinker, play and learn.
The Lego Club will meet on Tuesday, March 19, during which
youngsters in kindergarten to grade
6 are invited to free-build and share
their work with their friends. Additional sessions will take place on
April 16 and May 21. Sessions last
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. No registration is required.
Children in grades 1 to 3 are
invited to make a Fish in a Bag
craft on Monday, March 25, from 4
to 4:45 p.m. Registration is required and currently is underway.
Interested persons may call (908)
709-7272 or stop by the Children’s
Department to reserve a spot.
Additionally, the library will continue its story time sessions through
Thursday, April 11. The library has
weekly offerings for children ranging in age from 3 months to 5 years.
All story times meet at 10:15 a.m.
No registration is required, but participants are asked to arrive on time
as space is limited and the library
may be unable to accommodate
latecomers.
The library also continues to
present iDiscover Coding, a monthly

introduction for children to the logic
of computer programming. The next
session will be on Tuesday, March
26, for those in grades 1 to 3. Registration is not required, but space
is limited. This free program is sponsored by a grant from the Union
County Freeholders.
Students in grades 4 to 6 are invited
to attend a fun series called Unquiet
Library, which meets on Thursdays.
Participants have an opportunity to
watch movies, tinker with robots, play
video games and enjoy other activities. The next date is March 21.
For full information about programs available at the Cranford
Public
Library,
visit
cranfordlibrary.org.

Harpist to Present
Medieval Music
CRANFORD — The Cranford Historical Society invites the community
to an afternoon of medieval music
with harpist Michele Mountain.
The program will take place on
Sunday, April 28, at 2 p.m., at the
Hanson House, located at 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford. All
are welcome.
Ms. Mountain has been entertaining people for more than 30 years
on both the East and West Coasts, at
events ranging from weddings to
historical reenactments. For the upcoming program she will be dressed
in a medieval costume and will play
music from the period.
To help her audience to understand the music, she will stop occasionally to talk about the composers and the times. Ms. Mountain
has made two full-length, independent CDs.

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
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Caregiver Support Groups Available
SUMMIT — SAGE Eldercare
has announced that free caregiver
support groups will be available
for adult children and spouses beginning April 8 and meeting every
other Monday.
The group for adult children who
act as their parents’ caregivers will
meet from 7 to 8:30 p.m. It will
cover topics such as balancing work
and the needs of families, longdistance caregiving, family conflicts, finding resources and navigating the healthcare system.

Thursday, March 14, 2019

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.
Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor
Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

