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Bobby Slaski

The Westfield Community Band
To Hold Independence Day Concert

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Band, under the direc-
tion of Thomas Connors, continues
its 107th season with its annual Inde-
pendence Day Concert on Thursday,
July 4, at 7:30 p.m. in Mindowaskin
Park. The band will be joined by
members of the Westfield Chapter of
the Sons of the American Revolution
(SAR) and Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR), who will
present a special program in tribute
to Independence Day. Also featured
will be appearances by Westfield’s
own “Towne Crier,” who will present
the “news of the day” and an address
by a member of the Westfield Town
Council.

The band’s music program will fea-
ture vocalist Kerry Stubbs, perform-
ing selections that celebrate America,
including “God Bless the USA”,
“Coming to America,” “American

Soldier,” “This Land is Your Land,”
“What a Wonderful World” and “God
Bless America.” Mr. Stubbs is a long-
time music educator with the Eliza-
beth public schools and has performed
in numerous theatrical and choral set-
tings. Most recently, Mr. Stubbs per-
formed “God Bless America” at
Westfield’s Memorial Day Parade
ceremony. The band will also per-
form John Williams’ “Hymn to the
Fallen” from the film Saving Private
Ryan and “National Emblem” march,
by E. E. Bagley.

The band continues its 2019 Sum-
mer Concert Series with concerts on
July 11 and 18. The band rehearses
each Wednesday evening from 7:30
to 9:30 p.m. in the Community Room
in the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street. The
band’s membership includes musi-
cians from ages 21 to 80, including

many active and retired music edu-
cators. Under the music direction of
Mr. Connors, director of Instrumen-
tal Music Studies and an assistant
professor of music education at Kean
University, the band performs a wide
variety of concert band literature,
including many contemporary com-
positions. Experienced area musi-
cians who are interested in a position
with the band should contact band
president Barry Rosenberg at (908)
337-9073 or
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

The band’s Summer Concert Se-
ries is sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department, Don
Bogardus, director. Chairs and blan-
kets are recommended. In the event
of rain, the concert will take place in
the Westfield Community Room, lo-
cated in the Westfield Municipal
Building.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WAYBACK MACHINE…Sons of the American Revolution David Hill, Richard Blundin and Kenneth Ward present the
colors before The Westfield Community Band’s  annual Independence Day Concert in 2016 in Mindowaskin Park.

Bobby Slaski of Westfield to Screen
Meeting Across the Hills in NY Fest.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield native
Bobby Slaski recently earned “Best
Actor 2019” in the Grove Film Festi-
val in Jersey City for his short film
Meeting Across the Hills (M.A.T.H.),
and it has been accepted into the
NewFilmmakers of New York festi-
val. The screening will be held on
Tuesday, July 9, at 7 p.m at Anthol-
ogy Film Archives, located at 32 Sec-
ond Avenue, New York City. Tickets
are only available at the door.

Mr. Slaksi’s short film, directed by
Drew Pilot, and under the banner of
Unit-E Productions, is inspired by the
Bruce Springsteen song “Meeting
Across the River”. The film’s story  fills
in the details from the song’s line: “Hey
Eddy, can you lend me a few bucks?
And tonight, can you get us a ride?”

M.A.T.H. is set it in Los Angeles
and is about “a small-time criminal
who employs the help of his close
friend to get him out of a bind. Tonight,
they will have to decide between stay-
ing in the repetitive cycle they’ve been
living in, or doing something drastic to
break free,” Mr. Slaski described to
The Westfield Leader and The Times.

“I want people to come out and see
this, because I want them to know it’s
possible to do something you love if
you want it bad enough,” he stated.

Since January 2018, he’s starred in
two feature films, Cerberus and White
Room (both slated for 2019 releases),
was the lead in stage productions of
The Mousetrap and The Importance

of Being Earnest, starred in Life of the
Party for the app “Hooked” (avail-
able now), two national commercials,
a music video for the band “Old Do-
minion,” and countless short films.

Mr. Slaski currently studies at the
famed Playhouse West in Los Ange-
les, and as a kid living in Westfield had
trained with Paul O’Connor at The
Actor’s Camp in Mountainside for
two years, then later became a counse-
lor there teaching sketch and improv

comedy. During his time at Holy Trin-
ity as a youth, he was involved in
theatre earning the lead in the school
plays and hosting the talent shows and
Christmas and Spring concerts. And in
high school at Saint Peter’s Prep, he
continued to garner leading roles in
the school theatrical productions.

“After Cat on a Hot Tin Roof my
junior year, my parents asked me if
acting is something ‘I want to do.’ That
was always my plan, but I was too

scared to actually tell anyone,” Mr.
Slaski said. “I moved to California in
2012, when I was 18, and have been
out here since. I took some classes at
The Actor’s Studio of Orange County
while working full time and helping to
start a medical billing company,” he
said of his beginnings trying to make it
in film. “In 2017, I knew something
was missing, so I started taking classes
again and auditioning for unpaid stu-
dent films. Six months later I got an
agent, and at the start of 2018, I quit
my job at the billing company and
moved to Los Angeles to seriously
pursue my dream.”

For those young people consider-
ing a career in film, Mr. Slaski offers
some advice: “Say it out loud. Tell
people, and don’t be embarrassed. It
is a real career—whether it’s acting,
directing, writing, producing, set de-
sign, costumes, hair and makeup,
lighting, camera—there are so many
opportunities to be immersed in this
world of telling stories.”

“The main thing that held me back
for years is that I was worried that
people would think I was just being
childish and ridiculous. And maybe I
am being childish—I play make be-
lieve every day. I come up with and
live out scenarios that never hap-
pened. These are all the things I did as
a kid in Westfield—now I’m just do-
ing it professionally,” he said.

The next project for Mr. Slaski is a
romantic comedy, Groups of Two,” in
which he is directing and starring, as
well as wrote and produced.

MAKING IT...Westfield native Bobby Slaski is pictured right in a still from his short film Meeting Across the Hills. It will
screen at the NewFilmmakers of New York festival, to be held on Tuesday, July 9, at 7 p.m. at Anthology Film Archives,
located at 32 Second Avenue, New York City. Tickets are only available at the door.
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