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The Police Response To Tamaques School Incident Was Fantastic
Dear Mayor Brindle, Chief

Battiloro, and Ms. Oster: I am a
Westfield parent of a 4th grade
lacrosse player who was dropped
off in the Tamaques Elementary
parking lot and practice field area
last Thursday, 6/13, when Tho-
mas J. Wilkie was trespassing on
the property with a loaded .45-
caliber handgun. The police re-
sponse to this incident was fan-
tastic.

I am extremely grateful that
someone decided to reach out to
the Delaware police, that infor-
mation was shared with our
town’s police department, and
that for whatever reason, Wilkie
decided not to shoot me, my son
or his friends that day. It is my
belief that the safety of our chil-
dren is a priority for members of
our governmental leadership
team, police department and
schools.

I consider Westfield’s student
and school safety response to
events following the Parkland, FL
shooting exceptional. Thank you
for putting our children first.

As I witnessed some of the
events related the Mr Wilkie’s
arrest, I would like to share my
observations over the period of
time I was in the parking lot,
from 3:50 p.m. until after 5 pm.
I dropped my son and his five
friends off along Tamaques’ drop
off line in front of the school. I
recall looking at my dashboard
clock; 3:54 p.m.. I departed the
parking lot and turned right onto
Willow Grove. I immediately no-
ticed a squad car parked on the
opposite side of Willow Grove
and two officers walking very
quickly along my side of the road
just past me. I looked in my
rearview mirror and noted that
they turned into the elementary
school exit.

Turning my vehicle around, I
re-entered the school parking lot.
As I drove past what was Wilkie’s
vehicle, I saw the officers tus-
sling slightly. As I parked the car
in one of the spots to the right of

the school, I noticed Wilkie was
laying on the ground. I watched
and waited and very quickly, sev-
eral marked and unmarked po-
lice squad cars showed up as
well. At one point, a plain-clothed
officer started walking along the
sidewalk toward the playing fields
behind the school. I asked him if
everything was OK.

He quickly said, “Yes, the school
is in lockdown,” and he kept walk-
ing. I decided to stay put be-
cause I wasn’t sure whether the
scene was safe and was con-
cerned for the safety of my son
and his lacrosse team. I did not
see the plain-clothed officer re-
turn to where Wilkie and the
other officers were gathered. As
I looked back toward Wilkie’s
vehicle, I noticed Wilkie sitting
up now, with his hands cuffed
behind him.

After approximately ten min-
utes had passed, Wilkie was
placed into the backseat of one
of the squad cars. In an effort to
obtain more information about
the situation, I drove toward the
area where the officers were
standing. I asked another plain-
clothed officer the same ques-
tion, “Is everything OK?” This
officer appeared surprised to see
me and responded, “How did you
get here? The school is in a
lockdown. Are you a teacher?” I
proceeded to let him know that I
was not a teacher but rather a
mom who had dropped a car-full
of lacrosse players off just before
4 p.m. for practice.

His response was, “We’re in
lockdown. Are there players on
the field? We are going to need to
get them off the field.” He started
quickly walking toward the play-
ing fields. I re-parked my car and
walked to the blacktop area up
above the playing fields, think-
ing I would need to collect my
son and his friends.

By the time I got there, the
first plain-clothed officer I inter-
acted with said, “It’s okay; they
can continue practicing.” I waited

at the scene until approximately
5 pm. As I looked over to Wilkie’s
car, I noted that the squad car
they had put him into was gone
and some police squad cars has
also departed. Entrance to and
exit from Tamaques was still
blocked off by squad cars, but I
was able to exit onto Willow
Grove.

At 4:50 p.m., 3D Lacrosse
Coach, Patrick Tuohy, had
emailed parents that Tamaques
school was on lockdown but that
Westfield police had assured him
that everything was okay and
there was no threat. He also
communicated that players would
have to be dropped off and picked
up on Seward Avenue. I was
quite surprised to learn later
Thursday evening that the school
had remained in lockdown until
after 5:30 p.m., while 20-30 la-
crosse players were practicing
on the school property during
that entire time.

I share these observations with
the hope that it will be helpful to
your investigation of this inci-
dent, that it will be shared with
your district security consultants,
StoneGate Associates, and that
it will open a dialogue about how
best to move forward to do our
very best as a town to protect its
citizens. As an observer to this
incident, as well as a citizen and
parent of two Westfield children,
I ask for consideration of the
following questions as you work
through your investigation:

- With Tamaques Elementary
school building being locked down
from before 4 pm until after 5:30
p.m., does it make sense to allow
individuals on Tamaques Elemen-
tary property without the same
safety measures in place?

- If there was a decision made,
in the interest of safety, to keep
school doors locked beyond
school hours at all schools, how
does that affect the protection of
individuals on school property
outside the building beyond
school hours where scheduled
activities are regularly occurring?

- During this incident on Thurs-
day, I received two different re-
sponses from police officers with
respect to what needed to occur
to ensure the safety of 20-30
boys on Tamaques’ field. Given
that there was disagreement
between members of the police
department on procedure, what
procedure should have been in
place, and should be in place
going forward, for individuals on
school property, but outside the
building?

- Given that at least one officer
admitted surprise in learning from
me that there were 20-30 la-
crosse players on Tamaques field
during this incident, would it be
valuable for WPD to know ex-
actly which school fields are oc-
cupied during what hours each
day, whether for scheduled,

school-based extracurricular ac-
tivities or activities where pri-
vate organizations are paying for
field time?

Thankfully, someone decided
to alert authorities on Thursday.
Westfield responded amazingly
fast to a dangerous situation that
could have been much worse.
The town did an exceptional job
protecting students and staff in-
side the school. However,
Westfield was lucky that Thomas
Wilkie did not pull the trigger on
Thursday, killing those on school
property outside the building.

I would be interested in hear-
ing the results of the investiga-
tion, and learning what mea-
sures you decide are worth tak-
ing to continue to do your best to
protect our community.

Kelly Johnson
Westfield

Thank You Police


