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ONE DOLLAR

Man, 46, Arrested With Loaded
Gun In Tamaques School Lot
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A 46-year-old
armed Delaware man was arrested
last Thursday afternoon in the parking lot of Tamaques Elementary
School in Westfield after police received information from New Castle
County Police Department in Delaware that the man was en route to
Westfield.
Thomas J. Wilkie, of Bear, Del.,
has been charged with second-degree
unlawful possession of a weapon,
third-degree possession of a firearm
in or upon the grounds of an educational institution, fourth-degree possession of hollow-point bullets and
fourth-degree trespassing on school
grounds.
Westfield Police Chief Chris

Battiloro said police units responded
to the school around 3:54 p.m. after
they received a call from New Castle
County Police, “seeking an individual
they believed may be on the premises
of Tamaques School.”
“Police responded immediately and
found the individual in his car in the
Tamaques School parking lot, in possession of a firearm and ammunition.
The individual was immediately taken
into custody while the building was
placed on lockdown with after-school
activities in session,” according to a
statement from Westfield Police Chief
Chris Battiloro. “A security sweep of
the building and its perimeter was
conducted prior to the lockdown being lifted at approximately 5:32 p.m.,
and children were released to their
parents without incident. Police ca-

Courtesy of Facebook

ARRESTED...Thomas J. Wilkie, of Bear, Del., was arrested Thursday in his car
in the Tamaques School parking lot in Westfield with a loaded .45 calibre gun,
hollow point bullets, additional loaded magazines of ammunition on him and
another 130 rounds in the trunk.

Parents Voice Concerns
About School Safety
By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of education spent the bulk of Tuesday’s
meeting addressing concerns about
school and student safety after last
Thursday’s arrest of a man with a
loaded gun and ammunition in the
Tamaques School parking lot.
Thomas Wilkie, 46, of Bear, Del.
was arrested after school hours and
charged with unlawful possession of
a weapon, possession of hollow point
bullets, trespassing on school grounds,
and possession of a firearm on the
grounds of an educational institution.
“There is no doubt that this has
shaken all of us,” stated Superintendent of Schools, Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.
Ms. Dolan continued, “We are grateful, certainly, to the Westfield Police
Department for their swift response.”
She also informed the assembled
of the immediate steps the district
will take to increase safety in the
schools. She stated that all 10 schools
will be locked after school hours until
the end of the school year. The

Westfield police will be providing an
ongoing police presence in and around
the schools, and there will be additional security measures at middle
school and high school graduations.
Ms. Dolan, along with other school
administrators, will also meet with
district security consultants,
StoneGate Associates, LLC, to “begin a comprehensive examination of
where we go from here.”
Many parents began by thanking
the police for their quick response,
but also raised questions and concerns about the handling of the incident in question and security going
forward. Parent Kathleen Murphy
pointed out that while the inside of
the school was on lockdown, the students at lacrosse practice on the school
fields were not addressed. She went
on to state that this particular incident
was an external threat, and she believes there should be a clear policy
dealing with students using the playground and playing fields during a
lockdown situation.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

FOOD DRIVE COMMITTEE...The Borough of Mountainside is partnering with
the Foodstock organization by holding a food drive the week of July 7 to 13.
Residents can drop off food at Borough Hall during normal business hours. Over
50 municipalities are participating in the program. The goal is to provide 10,000
pounds of food to area food banks. All food collected at the Mountainside location
will be donated to the Community FoodBank of New Jersey in Hillside. The
committee for the Mountainside food drive is, pictured from left to right, Councilman Glenn Mortimer, Mountainside Chief Financial Officer Jill Goode, Bob
Swisher from Foodstock, Borough Council 2019 candidate Donna Pacifico and
Councilman Rene Dierkes.

nines were brought in for a final,
precautionary sweep, but there is currently no evidence to suggest any
threat to the community.”
According to a press release from
Acting Union County Prosecutor Jennifer Davenport, police located Wilkie
in the front seat of his 2019 Mitsubishi
SUV, parked in the school’s parking
lot, holding a .45-calibre handgun
loaded with hollow-point bullets. Two
additional loaded magazines of ammunition were recovered on Wilkie,
with another 130 rounds of ammunition located in the vehicle’s trunk.
When asked by The Westfield Leader
why Wilkie had come to Westfield,
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
spokesman Mark Spivey said the “motive remains under investigation.”
Citing a “senior law enforcement
official,” NBC News reported last
Friday that Wilkie “targeted the school
because of a relationship gone bad
with a faculty member.”
NBC News also reported that
Wilkie, while not armed, gained entrance to the school looking for a
woman who worked at the school.
When he could not locate her, Wilkie
returned to his car and called the
woman, who told him she was tutoring a student and was not in the school
but would return. Wilkie then waited
in his car and called his brother who,
in turn, called Delaware State Police,
who called Westfield authorities.
According to an nj.com report, Thomas Wilkie’s father, George, confirmed
that his (Thomas’) brother, Chad, had
called New Castle Police trying to find
out where his brother was.
“The Westfield Police Department
thanks the staff of Tamaques School
and the Westfield Board of Education
for its cooperation to ensure the safety
of everyone on the property,” Chief
Battiloro said in his statement.
“I’m very grateful for the swift work
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS OF SPFD...Multiple fire departments from across Union County and New Jersey participated
in the Scotch Plains Fire Department’s 150th anniversary parade down Westfield Avenue in the township Saturday,
including units from Westfield, Clark, Cranford, Elizabeth, Garwood, Mountainside and Linden.

WPD Chief Commends Actions
Leading to Armed Suspect’s Arrest
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Chief of
Police Christopher Battiloro made a
statement at Tuesday night’s council
meeting regarding the arrest of an
armed man, Thomas Wilkie of Delaware, at Tamaques Elementary School
Thursday afternoon.
“On Thursday, June 13, 2019, at
15:53 hours, the Westfield Police
Department responded to Tamaques
School...to locate an individual in
crisis,” he began.
Officers Jeffrey Johson and Michael

Council Introduces Bond
Ord. for Ladder Truck
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – After several townhall-style meetings, discussion with
fire department personnel, and equipment demonstrations, the borough
council last Thursday unanimously
introduced on first reading a $1.3million bond ordinance for the purchase of a ladder truck for Garwood’s
fire department.
A public hearing and adoption on
the ordinance will occur at the Thursday, June 27 council meeting.
“I remember the tough conversations with them as I told them that I
wasn’t ready to say yes to that,” said
Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock
in describing her opinion on a ladder
truck purchase three years ago.
Councilwoman Blumenstock said
when she was campaigning for her
council seat three years ago a ladder
truck purchase was not “financially
feasible” for the borough.
“It’s been nearly three years since
those initial conversations, but in that
small amount of time, there isn’t actually much that has changed on both
fronts,” Ms. Blumenstock said.
Councilwoman Blumenstock said
the council has learned “extensively”
about various fire department operational aspects throughout the last year.
The fire department has been instrumental, she said, in describing how
the ladder truck’s functions will add
to the efficiency of the department’s
operations; the challenges faced when
fighting fires, and mutual aid limitations in assisting borough residents.
“With every conversation or new

piece of information I was presented,
my view on the necessity of the truck
further evolved,” she explained.
“Our first payment for the truck
could be staged to coincide with the
commencement of Vermella (South
Avenue development) sourced revenue in order to partially offset the
current $50 annual tax increase,”
Councilwoman Blumenstock said.
She said the financial health of
Garwood’s municipal budgets has
steadily increased in the last several
years, noting that municipal taxes have
been flat.
“These factors greatly eased my
concern as to the cost and financial
feasibility, which I hope reassured
our residents,” Councilwoman
Blumenstock said.
Mayor Sara Todisco and council
members spoke with residents through
various communication, including
online dialogue, town-hall-style meetings and in-person conversations,
stated Councilwoman Blumenstock.
“Most have come to the same conclusion (that) the cost can be managed and the safety of our residents is
paramount,”
Councilwoman
Blumenstock said.
In other business, PSE&G is still
reviewing the possibility of the upgraded 69kV power lines being placed
along the Conrail railroad tracks. The
initial proposed PSE&G replacement
option for the upgraded power lines
was to replace the existing poles,
pole-for-pole, along the existing route,
stated Mayor Todisco.
She said the proposed route re-
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courageous actions thwarted any
chance of tragedy and ensured the
safety and well-being of all those
children,” Chief Battiloro said, further commending his fellow officers.
He also went on to say that during
the investigation, he had learned that
“local news media was angered by
their inability to receive specific information regarding this incident
when they want it, when they need
their story,” he said.
“I received almost constant calls,
emails and text messages from local
news media,” he said.
“My first priority was not to respond to their requests for their information, but rather ensure the safety of
those 30 children,” he said.
The WPD continues to actively investigate and has “no further comment on this incident at this time,” the
chief said.
Wilkie had a detention hearing set
for yesterday, June 19.
Mayor Shelley Brindle said in a
statement that, “I continue to be in
close contact with the board of education as they evaluate their school
security protocols. You’ll see enhanced police presence in and around
all of our schools this week to close
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

FATHER’S DAY CATCH...Alice Crawford of Cranford, pictured at right, won
first place for the 7 and under category and first place overall for her catch
measuring 16.5 inches at the Cranford Jaycees Father’s Day Fishing Derby. She
won a $50 gift card to Amazon. Her dad, Paul, and her sister, Alana, center, are
also pictured with a friend.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Pollock arrived on the scene first,
Chief Battiloro said.
Wilkie was seated in a parked vehicle directly opposite the school’s
main entrance and was armed with a
.45 caliber handgun fully loaded with
hollow point bullets, the chief said.
Officers Johson and Pollock approached the vehicle on foot and
quickly disarmed the suspect, then
took him in custody without incident,
the chief said.
“While the normal school day
ended, some 30 children were on
premises in an after-care
program...out of an abundance of caution, a decision was made to lock
Tamaques School down,” Chief
Battiloro said.
A search of the exterior grounds
and interior of the building was conducted with the assistance of two K9s
from the Union County Sheriff’s Office, he said. No additional threats
were found, Chief Battiloro stated.
“While the explicit purpose of this
subject’s presence at Tamaques
School may never be known for sure,
we can all concur the worst was entirely possible. I wish to commend all
those officers, detectives and supervisors, who responded to this incident. I am certain their brave and
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WPD Chief Makes Statement
On Tamaques Arrest
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TEAM SPIRIT...The Westfield Ultimate team played Columbia High School for
the New Jersey State Championship at Watchung Hills on June 5. Westfield put
forth an incredible effort but was ultimately beat in the final minutes by
Columbia, 13 to 12, and finished their season as the number two team in the state.
Pictured are the team and their coaches after the game.

Westfield Bd. of Education
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Communication was also a concern raised by multiple parents. Tom
Haines, who has a first grader at
Tamaques, stated there were children
in the after-care program whose parents were unaware of the lockdown
because they did not have access to
their emails. He suggested the district
send text alerts in this type of situation in addition to emails. Parent Scott
Schrier claimed many parents he
spoke to felt as if they “were in the
dark” about the incident.
Ahisha Quallis expressed that as a
Girl Scout leader, she is often in school
after hours with her troop and that
other parent volunteers with groups
using the facilities after hours should
be informed of lockdown and other
emergency procedures, including who
is in charge of the building at the time.
Ms. Quallis also suggested there be a
community meeting in the summer to
announce the safety plan the board
comes up with.
Safety during school hours was also
a concern. Jefferson Elementary
School parent Kim Vannaarden Braun
asked the board to share their progress
in assessing physical changes in the
schools to address security, such as
adding vestibules to the school
entryways. Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan responded by stating,
upon recommendation from security
consultants StoneGate Associates,
LLC., new classroom doors are being
installed in Roosevelt and Edison
Intermediate Schools and Westfield
High School this summer, with the
project being extended to the elementary schools the following year. These
new doors will be linked to the security system and automatically lock
during a lockdown.
There are also several cameras outside and inside the school to track suspicious activity and the staff of each
school is trained to notice specific behaviors. Board member Amy Root
stated that the purpose of these security
measures is to keep people out of the
building completely, rather than allowing them to enter the school through a
vestibule and then be detained.
Ms. Braun also pointed out that
there are problems within the physical structure of the schools in regard
to people entering the building and
walking past classrooms to reach the
main office and hopes that the board
and the security consultants will revisit that conversation.
Alicia Grippi-Virag said she appreciates the office staff for all they
do and is happy to hear that they have
been trained in noticing particular
behaviors, but they have other responsibilities to handle throughout
the day. Ms. Grippi-Virag suggested

a dedicated individual at every school
be responsible for checking identification. Similarly, other parents asked
for security guards to be assigned to
each school. According to Ms.
Sullivan, there are three police officers assigned to the district full-time
who rotate throughout the schools,
but if the community wants security
guards, it would need to be added as
a separate proposal to the budget.
Consultant Errol Brudner from
StoneGate Associates, LLC. stated
that he works with many districts and
“Westfield is very close to being the
best in practice that we’ve seen.” Mr.
Brudner went on to say, “we are comfortable saying we are doing well.
Doesn’t ever mean we’re satisfied.”
Ms. Dolan said that the safety conversation is ongoing and Board President Peggy Oster stated, “keeping our
students and staff safe in our schools is
our number one priority,” and the board
will continue working with school
administration, the police department,
and Stonegate “to make our schools as
safe as possible.”

Arrest
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

of our Town of Westfield, N.J. Police
Department in apprehending an armed
suspect in the parking lot of Tamaques
Elementary School, a situation which
is every parent’s worst nightmare,”
Mayor Shelley Brindle said in a statement on Facebook. “Thank you to our
WPD, the Tamaques administration,
and to the board of ed. for working
together to ensure all our students and
faculty were safe.”
Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) released the following
statement: “This is law enforcement
at its best. Great coordination between police departments from different states put this gunman behind
bars. Our community thanks them.”
According to Wilkie’s Facebook
page, he studied criminal justice at
Delaware Technical and Community
College from 1992 to 1994.
Delawareonline.com reported that
Wilkie was living with his parents in
Bear, Del., although Wilkie had posted
on his Facebook page on June 10 that
he was homeless and living in his car.
Wilkie is being held in the Union
County jail in Elizabeth pending a
first appearance and detention hearing before Judge William Daniel at
the Union County Courthouse Tower
that was scheduled for yesterday afternoon, June 19, after this newspaper went to press.

out the school year, as well as beefedup security at the upcoming middleand high-school graduations.”
During the governing body’s conference session, resident Glenn
Johnson, whose wife was an eyewitness to the arrest of Wilkie, had asked
officials about safety protocols on the
exterior of school grounds. While the
school building was in lockdown, the
30-some lacrosse players practicing
on the school field were told by police that it was okay to continue practicing, Mr. Johnson said. “If you’re
locking down this school, then why
not lock down the practice?” he asked.
He also said the back-alley access to
the field where the players were picked
up was not secure from what his wife
had seen in picking up the children.
“We don’t know if this guy is a lone
operator or if there are others,” Mr.
Johnson said.
“Outside of core hours, what security protocols are in place?” he asked.
Mr. Johnson said school officials have
told him it is the town’s responsibility, while the town is saying it is the
school’s responsibility.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
the school makes the security protocols with assistance from a security
consultant the school district hire, and
the question should be addressed to
the school and the consultant.
The WPD patrols all school properties’ exterior premises 24 hours a
day, Chief Battiloro said.
“I want to make sure this is a cooperative effort,” Mr. Johnson said.
In other business, the town council
in a 6-to-3 vote approved negotiating
a lease for a two-year renewal of the
Westfield Ice Rink to be placed temporarily at Gumbert Park. The council
chambers was packed with ice hockey
players and supporters, as well as some
opponents of the ice rink’s presence at
Gumbert. Comments from the public
reflected why they support the ice rink
or why they oppose bringing it back to
Gumbert Park.
Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan and
Councilman Michael Dardia, who
both represent Ward 2 where the rink
is located, as well as Councilman
Doug Stokes, had voted against. Reasons included the noise, traffic and
inconvenience to residents of the
neighborhood, as well as lack of ice
time for Westfield players and residents, and how the negativity from
some supporters towards those against
the ice rink’s location has divided the
town.
“I think it’s a great idea in the
wrong place,” Councilwoman Neylan
said.
Mayor Brindle said she supported
the rink. “I don’t want this to be

anywhere else in Westfield — this
belongs here,” she said.
The mayor said the rink “comes
with little expense to taxpayers.” She
said she spoke to the businesses in the
area of the rink and that “there was no
impact on the businesses.” She also
said other residents in the same proximity to the rink have told her that
they do not have the same concerns as
neighbors who oppose the rink.
Ken Anderson, who operates the
rink, had presented plans to add further soundproofing, café lighting, a
shed structure for selling of snacks
and drinks that had been previously
sold at a table, and fabric covering the
fencing to shield the sheds surrounding parts of the rink.

Garwood
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ceived some concern from Westfield
and Cranford residents pertaining to
the poles placement along roads connecting Westfield, Garwood and
Cranford.
The mayor said a PSE&G representative wrote her office that the utility
has “recently received communication from Conrail highlighting several
conditions that need to be evaluated in
order to assess the feasibility of the
facilities along the railway.”
On a separate matter, Mayor
Todisco said the remaining buildings
at the Paperboard site on North Avenue will be taken down overnight
before month’s end.
Councilman Richard McCormack
proposed that a proclamation be
placed on the agenda at the next council meeting recognizing Mayor
Todisco for receiving her master’s
degree in educational leadership from
The College of New Jersey. Mayor
Todisco completed her master’s this
past month. The mayor is a sixthgrade social studies teacher at
Chatham Middle School.
“I don’t know if we ever in Garwood
had a mayor complete a graduate
degree while in office,” Councilman
McCormack said.
Councilman McCormack said since
his election, the bipartisan efforts of the
Democratic-majority council, including Mayor Todisco, and his own views
as a Republican have been effective.
“All of us as council members that
you people elected are working well
together,” Councilman McCormack
said.
Councilman McCormack said he
always appreciates follow-up calls
after meetings from his colleagues
across the political aisle to render his
opinion on an issue or proposed plan.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE...Union County Freeholder Chair Bette Jane
Kowalski and Vice-Chairman Alexander Mirabella last week congratulated 14
new firefighters from the fall 2018 Class on graduating the Union County Fire
Training Academy during a ceremony at Union County College in Cranford. They
also congratulated Kristian Jacoby of the Garwood Fire Department, second from
left, on earning the Chief Anthony Schepis Award for Excellence in Firefighter 1.
Pictured at left is Garwood Fire Chief Allan Tweedle.

Martin Schmiede

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union

OUTSTANDING...Union County Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski and
Vice-Chairman Alexander Mirabella last week congratulated 14 new firefighters
from the Fall 2018 Class on graduating the Union County Fire Training Academy
during a ceremony at Union County College in Cranford. They also congratulated
Geoffrey Semler of the Cranford Fire Department, second from left, on earning
the Battalion Chief Ken Nocera Memorial Award for Outstanding Excellence in
Firefighter 1. Pictured at left is Cranford Fire Chief Dan Czeh.

Council Addresses Speed
Limit After Woman’s Death
By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough council began Tuesday’s public meeting by observing a moment
of silence in memory of a 79-yearold woman who was struck by a
vehicle and killed while crossing
the intersection of Summit Road
and Wyoming Drive at 7:05 p.m. on
June 6.
Councilman Rene Dierkes shared
the impact that being hit by a car as
a 5-year-old had on him, stating he
stills remembers the blood, the ambulance ride and the emergency
room and those are not memories
that any driver would want to inflict
on a child. He passionately urged
residents to remember that “25 mph
means 25 mph.” According to Mr.
Dierkes, more than 500 pedestrians
are killed in New Jersey each year
and the popularity of cell phones
has led to an increase in distracted
driving, which is a threat to drivers,
pedestrians and bicyclists.
The council unanimously voted
in favor of issuing resolutions of
congratulations to Hannah Tao and
Laine Rittman, the 2019 Valedictorian and Salutatorian at Deerfield
Elementary School. They also
unanimously passed a Pride Month
proclamation, which will be celebrated with a Pride flag-raising
ceremony to honor the history of the
Lesbian,
Gay,
Bisexual,
Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ)
community’s liberation movement
and to support the rights of all citizens to experience equality and freedom from discrimination. The flag
raising will be held at noon on Friday, June 28, at Borough Hall.
Council members also unanimously voted in favor of a resolution opposing the imposition of the
state’s new “rain tax.” According to
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli, in March
Governor Phil Murphy signed the
“Clean Stormwater and Flood Reduction Act,” also known as the
“Rain Tax.” The law allows towns
and counties to create stormwater
utilities to manage contaminants
such as road salt, animal waste and
pesticides and to impose a tax on
residents to pay for the costs associated with the projects. Homeowners
would be billed based on how much
their property contributes to the
stormwater runoff, which would be
calculated based on the size of the
impervious portions of their properties such as driveways, paths, sidewalks and other surfaces.
Five percent of the funds collected by the towns must be sent
back to the state. Supporters of the
bill contend it is necessary to help

towns and counties fund the infrastructure improvements needed to
deal with runoff from roofs, driveways and parking lots. Critics of the
new law say that New Jerseyans just
cannot support yet another tax, particularly as the state has one of the
highest tax rates in the country.
Councilman Glenn Mortimer
noted that more rain fell in New
Jersey in May than in Seattle and
the average homeowner in the state
living in a town which adopted the
tax would have to pay an additional
$50 to $60 a month in taxes. Mayor
Mirabelli reminded residents that
he and other council members were
committed to keeping Mountainside affordable and the community
already has a system in place to
manage stormwater.
During the council’s comment
portion of the meeting, Councilman Mortimer provided updated
data on the activities at the
Mountainside Public Library. According to Mr. Mortimer, the 2019
circulation to date is 16,825 items,
which is a 10.1 percent increase
from last year and the value of the
items borrowed by members in May
2019 was $52,250.
Councilwoman Rachel Pater and
Mayor Mirabelli urged all residents
to support the Mountainside Youth
Baseball program by attending one
of their upcoming championship
games. The U-9 Green Machine will
be hosting the New Jersey State
Championship and the U-12s will
be playing in the district tournament this weekend in Westfield.
Councilwoman Pater thanked everyone who attended the “Senior
Prom” at Deerfield School and the
mayor reminded all residents that
the annual Fourth of July Fireworks
extravaganza will be held on the
grounds of Our Lady of Lourdes
School on July 4.
The council agreed to authorize
the sale of several used cars and to
apply for a New Jersey Department
of Transportation State Aid grant.
In the event the grant is received,
the funds will be used to repave and
repair several high volume roads in
the community. Among the roads
which are being considered are Long
Meadow, Beechwood, and Mill
Lane.
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Man, 46, Arrested With Loaded
Gun In Tamaques School Lot
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A 46-year-old
armed Delaware man was arrested last
Thursday afternoon in the parking lot
of Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield after police received information from New Castle County Police Department in Delaware that the
man was en route to Westfield.
Thomas J. Wilkie, of Bear, Del., has
been charged with second-degree unlawful possession of a weapon, thirddegree possession of a firearm in or
upon the grounds of an educational
institution, fourth-degree possession
of hollow-point bullets and fourthdegree trespassing on school grounds.
Westfield Police Chief Chris

Battiloro said police units responded
to the school around 3:54 p.m. after
they received a call from New Castle
County Police, “seeking an individual
they believed may be on the premises
of Tamaques School.”
“Police responded immediately and
found the individual in his car in the
Tamaques School parking lot, in possession of a firearm and ammunition.
The individual was immediately taken
into custody while the building was
placed on lockdown with after-school
activities in session,” according to a
statement from Westfield Police Chief
Chris Battiloro. “A security sweep of
the building and its perimeter was
conducted prior to the lockdown being lifted at approximately 5:32 p.m.,

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SESQUICENTENNIAL...Scotch Plains Fire Chief John Lestarchick leads the
department in Saturday’s 150th anniversary parade down Westfield Avenue.
More than 18 towns were represented in the parade.

Fanwood Rec. Discusses
Rentals, Summer Events
By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — There was much
discussion about the rental of park
buildings by charities, as well as the
upcoming Summer Party in the Park,
during the Fanwood Recreation
Commission’s Tuesday night meeting.
The commission recently received
requests for charities to rent building space in the local parks. Recreation Director Bob Budiansky said
that charities, “should be charged
the same fee as anyone else for building rentals. They need event insurance. We need to treat charities like
any organization renting our buildings.”
The Summer Party in the Park will
be held on Tuesday, June 25, from 6
to 8:30 p.m., at LaGrande Park. The
rain date is the following evening.
There will be a Spider-Man scavenger hunt, food, music, contests, in-

flatable rides and a challenge course.
The movie Spider-Man Into the
SpiderVerse will be shown.
Mr. Budiansky spoke about the
upcoming free Movies Under the
Stars series at LaGrande Park. All
films will be screened on Tuesdays
as follows: Hotel Transylvania 3 on
July 2; Peter Rabbit on July 9;
Smallfoot on July 16; Bumblebee on
July 23; Ralph Breaks the Internet
on July 30; Incredibles 2 on August
6 and Mary Poppins Returns on
August 13. All movies will be shown
at dusk.
Mr. Budiansky also discussed the
success of this year’s summer camp
registration, saying 1,506 children
are registered and the total revenue
is $144,866. Last year’s total revenue was $129,000.
The recreation commission’s next
meeting is Tuesday, July 23, at 7:45
p.m., at LaGrande Park. All are welcome to attend.

Thomas J. Wilkie (Facebook)

and children were released to their
parents without incident. Police canines were brought in for a final,
precautionary sweep, but there is currently no evidence to suggest any
threat to the community.”
According to a press release from
Acting Union County Prosecutor Jennifer Davenport, police located Wilkie
in the front seat of his 2019 Mitsubishi
SUV, parked in the school’s parking
lot, holding a .45-caliber handgun
loaded with hollow-point bullets. Two
additional loaded magazines of ammunition were recovered on Wilkie,
with another 130 rounds of ammunition located in the vehicle’s trunk.
When asked by The Westfield Leader
why Wilkie had come to Westfield,
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
spokesman Mark Spivey said the “motive remains under investigation.”
Citing a “senior law enforcement
official,” NBC News reported last
Friday that Wilkie “targeted the school
because of a relationship gone bad
with a faculty member.”
NBC News also reported that
Wilkie, while not armed, gained entrance to the school looking for a
woman who worked at the school.
When he could not locate her, Wilkie
returned to his car and called the
woman, who told him she was tutorCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS OF SPFD...Dozens of fire departments across Union County and New Jersey participated in
the Scotch Plains Fire Department’s 150th anniversary parade down Westfield Avenue in the township Saturday. Westfield,
Clark, Cranford, Elizabeth, Garwood, Mountainside and Linden were among the neighboring municipalities represented.

Scotch Plains May Back Med.
Marijuana Dispensary Application
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township council will consider endorsing
an application to state authorities by
a local business seeking to become a
dispensary for medical marijuana.
The Chillin’ Out coffee and smoke
shop on eastbound Route 22 made the
request for the council’s backing of its
application as New Jersey seeks to expand the number of licensed dispensaries and the types of illnesses covered
by medical marijuana. At the council’s
meeting on Monday evening, members
of the governing body had a number of

Fanwood Gives Out Awards,
OK’s Recycling Contract
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Awards were given
at the start of Monday’s borough
council meeting to longtime Fanwood business owners and a young
woman advocating for human rights.
Helen and Jeff Ling, owners of
Enchantments on South Avenue,
were honored by having their store
named Business of the Month. Operating since 1989, the Lings have
been selling jewelry, candles, glassware, pottery and other specialty
items from their store. It was noted
that the establishment offers
handcrafted items made in the United
States and carries many gifts that are
made in New Jersey. The store is
open every day except Sunday.
In addition, 10 young women from
the borough were given “Soldiers of
Strength” awards for their volunteer
efforts on behalf of Mallory’s Army.
Mallory’s Army is a non-profit
group started by Mallory Grossman’s
mom, Diane Grossman, to combat
the terror and maliciousness of bullying and to educate communities.
According to Mrs. Grossman,
Mallory Grossman took her own life
at the age of 12 in June of 2017
because of relentless bullying.
Mrs. Grossman also noted that she
had just come from Trenton after a
bill she introduced to bring adjustments to the anti-bullying law, calling for more parent accountability,
had just been passed by the state
Senate Education Committee.

In other business, it was reported
that the Rockin’ for Autism event
held at the end of April raised $17,000
for an autism awareness non-profit
organization. Borough resident
Mallory Banks, 17, has been organizing the event yearly since 2016.
This year’s event was held in
LaGrande Park on April 28 and featured music acts, food trucks, raffles,
sports clinics and an obstacle course.
It was noted that Mallory started the
event to support autism awareness
because of her brother, Ethan.
Resolutions passed during the
meeting included a six-month contract with Bayshore Recycling for
doing the actual job of recycling for
Fanwood and a five-year contract
with the Plainfield Municipal Utilities Authority for curbside pickup of
the recyclable materials. Fanwood
implemented curbside recycling in
2016. Prior to that, residents dropped
off materials at the Fanwood Recycling Center on North Avenue for
almost 30 years.
In addition, council members
passed a resolution to authorize a
signed agreement with Scotch Plains
for the reconstruction of Westfield
Road.
Also, a proclamation was read recognizing June as Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender and Queer
(LGBTQ) Pride Month.
The next council meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 1, at 7 p.m., at
Fanwood Borough Hall, located at
75 North Martine Avenue.

questions about the particulars of how
such a facility will be operated.
“I’m open to it,” said Mayor
Alexander Smith, although he raised a
number of questions and thoughts
about the idea. He asked whether there
are similar dispensaries in the area and
wondered how the council will judge
whether the business, which has been
in operation since 2010, is going to be
prepared to dispense the product. The
mayor also wondered if the township
will incur any additional expenses from
a public safety point of view.
Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo said
there currently are six dispensaries in
the state serving some 40,000 patients, but that just-announced reforms
will result in coverage for patients
suffering not only from cancer-related illnesses but also anxiety and
chronic pain, meaning a much larger
number of patients will be covered —
and a greater number of dispensaries
will be needed. He told of a friend
with cancer who had “benefited” from
using medical marijuana and said he
thought having such a facility in town
would be a “benefit to our residents
and neighboring residents.”
Councilman Ted Spera asked
whether the council wanted to limit
such sales to pharmacies “since it’s a
medical product,” although the mayor
said doing so and then having to deal
with major pharmacy chains and their
own rules and regulations could be
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TIME FOR A FLY-OVER...Saturday’s 150th anniversary celebration of the
Scotch Plains Fire Department included a fly-over by a New Jersey State Police
helicopter.

PAGE INDEX

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood

MALLORY'S ARMY...The founder of Mallory’s Army, Dianne Grossman,
mother of Mallory Grossman, a 12-year-old Rockaway, N.J., girl who committed
suicide in 2014, awarded trophies at Monday’s Fanwood council meeting to her
Soldiers of Strength, young girls who are spreading the word to fight bullying in
schools. A bill she is championing, S-3433, "Mallory's Law," which adjusts antibullying laws to increase responsibility for parents, was passed by the state Senate
Education Committee on Monday.

problematic. Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler said it was “important to
help” those with serious illnesses.
The Chillin’ Out business needs the
council to endorse its application to
the state Department of Health, whose
application period for opening a dispensary runs from Tuesday, July 16 to
Thursday, August 15.
Township legal advisors will provide the governing body with an explanatory memo that will answer the
various questions and concerns and
also submit a draft resolution in favor
of the application for consideration at
the council’s July 16 meeting.
In other business, the council approved an ordinance authorizing a financial agreement between the township and the developers of the former
Bowcraft Amusement Park site, which
is slated to be developed into 190
apartments and 10 townhomes, with
35 of those units being designated as
affordable housing. Part of the agreement calls for a long-term tax abatement — also known as Payment in
Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) — that will see
the property owners pay fees directly
to the township based on a percentage
of rental income from the units that are
sold, with the township retaining most
of the payments.
Mayor Smith said on Monday that
close to $800,000 could be added
annually to township coffers during
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Town Hall Slated on North,
Amberg Zoning Ordinances

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

OLD FASHIONED FIREFIGHTING...The Hampton Fire Department was one
one dozens of fire departments acorss Union County and New Jersey that
participated in Saturday’s Scotch Plains Fire Department’s 150th anniversary
parade down Westfield Avenue in the township.

Council Addresses Speed
Limit After Woman’s Death
By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough council began Tuesday’s public meeting by observing a moment
of silence in memory of a 79-yearold woman who was struck by a
vehicle and killed while crossing
the intersection of Summit Road
and Wyoming Drive at 7:05 p.m. on
June 6.
Councilman Rene Dierkes shared
the impact that being hit by a car as
a 5-year-old had on him, stating he
stills remembers the blood, the ambulance ride and the emergency
room and those are not memories
that any driver would want to inflict
on a child. He passionately urged
residents to remember that “25 mph
means 25 mph.” According to Mr.
Dierkes, more than 500 pedestrians
are killed in New Jersey each year
and the popularity of cell phones
has led to an increase in distracted
driving, which is a threat to drivers,
pedestrians and bicyclists.
The council unanimously voted
in favor of issuing resolutions of
congratulations to Hannah Tao and
Laine Rittman, the 2019 Valedictorian and Salutatorian at Deerfield
Elementary School. They also
unanimously passed a Pride Month
proclamation, which will be celebrated with a Pride flag-raising
ceremony to honor the history of
the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ)
community’s liberation movement
and to support the rights of all citizens to experience equality and freedom from discrimination. The flag
raising will be held at noon on Friday, June 28, at Borough Hall.
Council members also unanimously voted in favor of a resolution opposing the imposition of the
state’s new “rain tax.” According to
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli, in March
Governor Phil Murphy signed the
“Clean Stormwater and Flood Reduction Act,” also known as the
“Rain Tax.” The law allows towns
and counties to create stormwater
utilities to manage contaminants
such as road salt, animal waste and
pesticides and to impose a tax on
residents to pay for the costs associated with the projects. Homeowners
would be billed based on how much
their property contributes to the
stormwater runoff, which would be
calculated based on the size of the
impervious portions of their properties such as driveways, paths, side-

walks and other surfaces.
Five percent of the funds collected by the towns must be sent
back to the state. Supporters of the
bill contend it is necessary to help
towns and counties fund the infrastructure improvements needed to
deal with runoff from roofs, driveways and parking lots. Critics of the
new law say that New Jerseyans just
cannot support yet another tax, particularly as the state has one of the
highest tax rates in the country.
Councilman Glenn Mortimer
noted that more rain fell in New
Jersey in May than in Seattle and
the average homeowner in the state
living in a town which adopted the
tax would have to pay an additional $50 to $60 a month in taxes.
Mayor Mirabelli reminded residents that he and other council
members were committed to keeping Mountainside affordable and
the community already has a system in place to manage stormwater.
During the council’s comment
portion of the meeting, Councilman Mortimer provided updated
data on the activities at the Mountainside Public Library. According
to Mr. Mortimer, the 2019 circulation to date is 16,825 items which
is a 10.1 percent increase from last
year and the value of the items
borrowed by members in May 2019
was $52,250.
Councilwoman Rachel Pater and
Mayor Mirabelli urged all residents
to support the Mountainside Youth
Baseball program by attending one
of their upcoming championship
games. The U-9 Green Machine
will be hosting the New Jersey State
Championship and the U-12s will
be playing in the district tournament this weekend in Westfield.
Councilwoman Pater thanked everyone who attended the “Senior
Prom” at Deerfield School and the
Mayor reminded all residents that
the annual Fourth of July Fireworks
extravaganza will be held on the
grounds of Our Lady of Lourdes
School on July 4.
The council agreed to authorize
the sale of several used cars and to
apply for a New Jersey Department of Transportation State Aid
grant. In the event the grant is received, the funds will be used to
repave and repair several high volume roads in the community.
Among the roads that are being
considered are Long Meadow,
Beechwood and Mill Lane.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Affordable Housing Advisory
Committee will hold a special public
town hall meeting on Tuesday, July 9
at 7 p.m. at the Scotch Plains municipal building’s Town Council Chambers to discuss the North Avenue and
Amberg zoning ordinances.
These two projects are the result
of lawsuits against the Township of
Scotch Plains and are being mandated as part of our court-ordered
affordable housing settlement with
Fair Share Housing Center.
The North Avenue zoning ordinance will permit the construction of
12 units, with two being deemed affordable, at 2344 North Avenue, and
the Amberg zoning ordinance will
permit the construction of 125 units,
with 19 units being deemed affordable, at 2100 Lamberts Mill Road.
The purpose of the July 9 meeting
is to give property owners and residents an extra opportunity to under-

stand these ordinances and listen to
a presentation from our professionals in advance of the public hearing
that will take place at the July 16th
township council meeting.
The July 9 meeting will also give
the public the opportunity to meet
members of the Affordable Housing
Advisory Committee who are working to engage the State Legislature
and seek reforms to the current courtmandated process.
Mayor Al Smith, who serves as
chairman of the Affordable Housing
Advisory Committee, recently appeared on NJ101.5 radio and wrote a
guest post about affordable-housing
reform. The interview can be accessed at https://nj1015.com/yourtown-is-under-assault-by-nj-courtsopinion/.
The July 9 meeting will also be
streamed live and recorded for later
viewing on SPTV and the township’s
Facebook page.

Marijuana Dispensary
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the first 10 years of the PILOT program, with that level increasing to
nearly $1 million during the latter
years of the 30-year abatement. The
developer will also contribute
$250,000 towards downtown redevelopment efforts.
At the start of the meeting, Fire
Chief John Lestarchick presented
awards to nine firefighters for their
efforts last November when a worker
who had fallen and seriously injured
himself was rescued from the icecovered roof of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA. “They did a wonderful job,” Mr. Lestarchick said. He
also presented Deputy Fire Chief Skip
Paal with an award and Mr. Paal

returned the gesture.
Former Fanwood police chief and
borough councilman Tony Parenti
was given a plaque by members of
the Memorial Day Parade committee for his work on the committee.
The council also honored volunteers
involved with the weekly “Senior
Café” luncheons at the Shady Rest
clubhouse. Two proclamations were
also issued, one declaring June as
Pride Month and the other designating July as National Parks and Recreation
Month.
Raymond
Lestarchick, the son of the fire chief,
was sworn in as a member of the fire
department, becoming the third generation of his family to serve.

Man Arrested With Gun
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ing a student and was not in the school
but would return. Wilkie then waited
in his car and called his brother who,
in turn, called Delaware State Police,
who called Westfield authorities.
According to an nj.com report, Thomas Wilkie’s father, George, confirmed
that his (Thomas’) brother, Chad, had
called New Castle Police trying to find
out where his brother was.
“The Westfield Police Department
thanks the staff of Tamaques School
and the Westfield Board of Education
for its cooperation to ensure the safety
of everyone on the property,” Chief
Battiloro said in his statement.
“I’m very grateful for the swift work
of our Town of Westfield, N.J. Police
Department in apprehending an armed
suspect in the parking lot of Tamaques
Elementary School, a situation which
is every parent’s worst nightmare,”
Mayor Shelley Brindle said in a statement on Facebook. “Thank you to our
WPD, the Tamaques administration,
and to the board of ed. for working

together to ensure all our students and
faculty were safe.”
Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) released the following
statement: “This is law enforcement
at its best. Great coordination between police departments from different states put this gunman behind
bars. Our community thanks them.”
According to Wilkie’s Facebook
page, he studied criminal justice at
Delaware Technical and Community
College from 1992 to 1994.
Delawareonline.com reported that
Wilkie was living with his parents in
Bear, Del., although Wilkie had posted
on his Facebook page on June 10 that
he was homeless and living in his car.
Wilkie is being held in the Union
County jail in Elizabeth pending a first
appearance and detention hearing before Judge William Daniel at the Union
County Courthouse Tower that was
scheduled for yesterday afternoon, June
19, after this newspaper went to press.

FOODDRIVE COMMITTEE...The Borough of Mountainside is partnering with
the Foodstock organization with a food drive for the week of July 7 to 13. Residents
can drop off food at Borough Hall during normal business hours. Over 50
municipalities are participating in the program. The goal is to provide 10,000
pounds of food to area foodbanks. All food collected at the Mountainside location
will be donated to the Community FoodBank of New Jersey in Hillside. The
committee for the Mountainside food drive is, from left to right, Councilman
Glenn Mortimer, Mountainside Chief Financial Officer Jill Goode, Bob Swisher
from Foodstock, Borough Council 2019 candidate Donna Pacifico and Councilman Rene Dierkes.

Residents Address Stagnant
Water at School Playground
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Residents addressed the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education last Thursday
regarding flooding and drainage issues on School One’s playground.
Third-grade student Ruth Sharlein
commented that, “our jungle gym literally looks like a lake is around it
sometimes because it’s blocked off
because there is so much water.” She
added, “I don’t like it when it is indoor recess.”
Scotch Plains resident Bonnie
Falocco said the drainage issue at
School One was a “danger to students
and staff.” She presented pictures to
the board of the playground area days
after a storm showing large pools of
stagnant water in the area of the playground. She also had concerns for the
crosswalks around the school, saying
they also had pooling water problems. Ms. Falocco said she felt the
stagnant water was a health threat
because of mosquitoes and mold.
Fanwood resident Rachel Richie,
speaking as a School One parent and
as a Madison Avenue resident, said the
water-drainage problem goes into her
backyard and that water sits stagnant
in her backyard, posing a problem not
only at school but at her home also.
Fanwood
resident
Molly
Donaldson, who moved to the area a
few years ago, said she and her children and sometimes babysitters for
her children use the path from Park
Middle School to School One to get
back and forth to school, but that the
constant flooding problem makes it
difficult if not impossible to do so on
many occasions.

Pamela Zajac, of Scotch Plains,
said one of her boys, who attends
School One, receives special services
for body-control issues. She noted
that there were many times that playground days were canceled and children had to stay inside because of
flooding issues. She said that this
happened on a regular basis, even on
sunny days.
Ms. Zajac’s concern was that her
son needed time to run and burn off
energy. She added that having the
playground on which to run around
and play helped clear his head so he
can concentrate on school work afterwards.
Board members listened, took notes
and thanked everyone for their statements. It also was noted that there
were many emails that came to the
board regarding School One’s playground flooding issue.
In other business, more than $2
million was approved for out-of-district placements for district students
to attend other specialty public schools
such as the Westlake School and the
Westlake Job Academy, the Center
for Lifelong Learning and Rutgers
Day School.
In addition, over $4 million was
approved for private-school special
placements including First Children,
LLC of Fanwood, Honor Ridge Academy in Clark and Hunterdon Preparatory, among others.
The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting will be
held on Thursday, June 27. There are no
meetings scheduled for July. The board
will then reconvene on Thursday, August 29, at 7:30 p.m., to start meetings
for the 2019-2020 school year.

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HAVING A GREAT TIME..A Scotch Plains firefighter and emergency medical
technician and their families enjoy Saturday’s festivities marking the 150th
anniversary of the Scotch Plains Fire Department.

Martin Schmiede

PRIDE MONTH..A Pride Month proclamation was presented by Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr at Monday’s borough council meeting to Irasel Bueno who,
with her partner, Oshanda Erb, is raising twin boys in Fanwood. They are
involved as volunteers in the community.
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County to Enlarge Passport,
Elections Space at Courthouse
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION...Councilman Mark LoGrippo,
second from right, and Freeholder Kimberly Palmieri Mouded, second from left,
met with Mary Withers and Tamiko McDaniel of the Westfield Neighborhood
Council. The Westfield Neighborhood Council is planning a 50th anniversary
festival on Saturday, July 20 from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Cacciola Place. There is a
no admission fee and the event will be open to the public. There will be vendors,
food, games, music and live entertainment. Anyone who would like to be a vendor
or donate should email Mary Withers at Mrsmary@gmail.com.

County to Offer Free Self-Defense Course for Women
COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders in conjunction with the Union County Office on Women and the Union County
Sheriff’s Office will provide a free
self-defense training session on
Wednesday, June 26. The event will
be held from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in Room
200 at the Cranford Recreation Center, 220 Walnut Avenue, in Cranford.
This free session aims to focus on
everyday safety tips, tricks and basic
“street safety” self-defense techniques
for teens and women, ages 14 and
older.
“June is National Safety Month
and the safety and well-being of our
residents is our first priority,” said
Freeholder Chair Bette Jane
Kowalski. “As the topics of sexual
harassment and assault against women
continue to dominate headlines across
the country, the Freeholder Board is
proud to provide this self-defense
instruction to the women of Union
County.
The hands-on training session will
be led by the Union County Sheriff’s
Office in conjunction with the Union
County Office on Women. A sheriff’s
officer will teach teens and women of
age 14 and up. The session will cover
everyday safety guidelines like where
to hold keys, the safest way to walk on

campus at night or in town, best practices for online and social media, and
more.
Attendees should dress comfortably in workout attire. Registration is
required, limited space available, at
ucnj.org/women
For more information, contact Jennifer Erdos, Union County Office on
Women, at jerdos@ucnj.org.

Malinowski First Calls
For Impeachment
WASHINGTIN, D.C. -- Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-7th,
Somerville) has become the first New
Jersey House member to call for impeachment.
When asked by The Star-Ledger’s
Tom Moran what changed for him
now to support impeachment Mr.
Malinowski responded: “Ordering
people to defy subpoenas. Using the
Department of Justice, continuing to
call on them to prosecute his political
enemies; now giving a partisan attorney general the power to declassify
intelligence secrets to root out patriotic people in the FBI and Justice
Department who were just trying to
protect the country, and to continue to
accuse the FBI of treason.”

COUNTY—The Union County Freeholder Board will vote on a number of
resolutions tonight, June 20, including
one to increase the contract amount to an
architect working on the reconfiguration
of the County Clerk’s record room at the
county courthouse in Elizabeth.
The
Musial
Group
of
Mountainside is to receive a $29,985
increase for a new contract amount
of $273,985. Musial will provide a
survey of the existing file system,
reconfiguration, shelving design,
drawings and specifications for the
record room.
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi told
the board that the project will take
space from the 7,000-square-foot
record room in order to increase the
office space for the clerk’s Elections Division and Passport rooms.
“The Election and Passport areas
are extremely small. It is not unusual
to have a line down the corridor for
our Passport Office, and only two or
three people at a time can fit in our
Elections Office,” Ms. Rajoppi told
the board. “So we are at a premium
for space.”
Ms. Rajoppi said the records
room includes “tens of thousands
of books that we cannot get rid of”
due to state law. She said these
documents include mortgages and
deeds prior to 1980 when records
were put on discs. Ms. Rajoppi
said these record books are in “sequential order” that are numbered
and include indexes that are alphabetically in order.
“You have to move all the books,”
she said. “It’s a big job.”
The freeholders also will vote on
a $1,250,000 six-month extension
of a contract with CEC at GEO
Group, Inc. of Boca Raton, Fla.,
for inmate substance treatment and
residential correctional facility services for inmates at the Union
County jail. Director of Correctional Services Ray Charles said
86 inmates per day participate in
the program.
Additionally, the board will vote to
award a contract of $876,970 to
Piscataway-based T.R. Weniger, Inc.
for the 2018 bridge improvement program. Joseph Graziano, director of
engineering, public works, and facilities management, said the contract is
for minor or major repair needs found
during state inspections. He said the
work will encompass 44 bridges in
the county.
Mr. Graziano said the minor re-

pairs involve such issues as cracks in
sidewalks while major repairs involve
issues such as cracks in the concrete
forms of a bridge.
The county also is set to enter into
a shared-services agreement with
Springfield to provide fire and medical basic life support dispatch services
for a 10-year term at a maximum
amount of $528,535. The contract includes annual 2-percent increases.
Andrew Moran, director of public safety, told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that Springfield will be the
13th town to have 911 dispatch services with the county.
During the meeting, staff and students at Hillside High School were
recognized for their efforts in cleaning up Liberty Avenue Park and
river. Twenty-seven students removed 25 large garbage bags of
trash as well as shopping carts and
even an oxygen tank, fences and
siding from the river.
The board also will hold a public
hearing and second reading to adopt
an ordinance that amends county park
fees relative to the new Wheeler Spray
Park and fees charged at the Ulrich
Pool in Rahway.

Bill Would Create Stu.
Loan Ombudsman
TRENTON – Legislation (A-455)
to establish the Office of Student Loan
Ombudsman and better regulate student loan servicers was approved June
6 by the Assembly Higher Education
Committee.
Bill sponsors, including Assembly
Democrats Annette Quijano and Jamel
Holley of the 20th Legislative District
representing Union County, said in a
joint statement that the office would
“provide essential resources for student loan borrowers to understand their
rights and responsibilities.”
“The core functions of the office
will be to mediate grievances, address concerns, provide education
about the student loan process, and
monitor implementation of student
loan policies. The bill will also establish regulations on student loan providers, and ensure that all providers
are properly licensed. This will establish further protection and transparency for our college students and
their families.
“We look forward to this bill becoming law, giving our students the
necessary resources to become the
future innovators and trailblazers that
will lead New Jersey.”

GIVING BACK...After winning a recent 45-day Men’s Division fitness challenge,
sponsored by a Internal Kinetics, Bill Kolfenbach, a 26-year resident, chose to
donate the entire $250 in winnings to the Garwood recreation program. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Mark DiMaio, Pam DiMaio holding daughter Mia, Mayor
Sara Todisco accepting check from Mr. Kolfenbach, Ian Bitran and Mike DiMaio.

Malinowski Statement
On Arrest of Gunman
WESTFIELD — The following
statement was issued from by Congressman Tom Malinowski (R-7th,
Somerset) on the June 13 arrest of a
man with a loaded gun and ammunition
in the parking lot od a Westfield school:
“Yesterday (June 13) a lone gunman
from Delaware sat in an elementary
school parking lot in Westfield, NJ,
with a .45 caliber handgun, hollow
point bullets, and 130 rounds of ammunition while children played outside.
“I am forever grateful that a potential mass shooting was avoided in our
community due to the quick work of
the Westfield Police Department. But
I struggle to take comfort in the knowledge that Tamaques Elementary students and teachers were able to return
home safely last night when incidents
like this one have become so common that we respond with passing
indifference.
“Earlier this week I was on the
House floor commemorating June
as Gun Violence Awareness Month
and calling on Senator Mitch
McConnell to allow a vote on common-sense gun violence prevention
laws. Two days later a would-be
gunman cased a school in my district.
“In New Jersey we do not honor
conceal carry reciprocity; we have
banned hollow point bullets; and we
restrict magazines to 10 rounds of
ammunition. We have extremely

strong gun laws and one of the lowest rates of gun violence in the country. But some of our neighbors do
not. As long as our nation’s firearm
statutes are comprised of an inconsistent patchwork of state and local
laws, those who wish to gun down
children will always find the means
to do so.
“I’m long past done with thoughts
and prayers. We need to be outraged and stay outraged until parents all over this country can send
their children to school without fear.
That can only happen with strong,
federal laws that keep guns away
from those who shouldn’t have them,
and that deny would be mass shooters the advantage over those sworn
to stop them. I am committed to
seeing this fight through. We owe
the parents of Westfield nothing
less.”
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SPECIAL PRESENTATION: FOR EVERY ATTORNEY

Earn up to

“Breakfast with Bramnick” Interpersonal Skills for Winning
In and Out of the Court Room

1.8
CLE CREDIT(s)

FACULTY

A Breakfast Presentation with Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick and Governor Jim McGreevey
Have breakfast with the Assembly Minority Leader! Join us for an informal conversation
with Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick facilitated by Governor Jim McGreevey as they
discuss tips for fine tuning your interpersonal skills that will make you more successful in your
legal practice.
Jon Bramnick, voted “The Funniest Lawyer in New Jersey,” is a successful legislative leader
who is serving his 6th term in the New Jersey General Assembly and his 3rd term as Minority
Leader, making him the highest-ranking member of the Republican Caucus in the Assembly.
He is also a Certified Civil Trial Attorney and a partner in the law firm of Bramnick, Rodriguez,
Grabas Arnold & Mangan, LLC , based in Scotch Plains. He served as President of the
Richard J. Hughes Inns of Court and was named the Professional Attorney of the Year by the
Union County Bar Association.
Success in politics and in the law doesn’t come along without sharp interpersonal skills. Join
the Assemblyman and his good friend and former Governor Jim McGreevey, as they discuss
how interpersonal skills can make you more successful as a lawyer and provide tips for what
to do and what not to do.

ways
to live well.

Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick
(21st District)
Certified by the Supreme Court of
New Jersey as a Civil Trial Attorney
Bramnick Rodriguez Grabas Arnold &
Mangan, LLC, Scotch Plains

Governor Jim McGreevey
Executive Director
New Jersey Reentry Corporation

The breakfast will be followed by a “meet and greet” and book signing with Assemblyman
Bramnick’s book, “Why People Don’t Like You.”
About the book:
As a politician, comedian and trial lawyer, Jon Bramnick has had the opportunity to serve
thousands of people in many different settings. Interpersonal skills are extremely important to
be successful. This book provides over 200 simple and very clear rules that should assist you
in your day to day interaction with people.
As a comedian, Jon studied how to make people laugh. As a lawyer, he learned how to
persuade people to agree with him. As a politician, he worked hard to try to get people to like
him. The book attempts to take all of those experiences and condense them into a guide to
personal skills.

You’re going to love our approach to “wellness.”
Living well is easy at Fellowship Village. Here, you’ll enjoy maintenance-free
living, farm-to-table dining, a variety of amenities to encourage a robust
social calendar and good friends to share great times with. After all, living
well is the best kind of wellness.
Your Life, Your Plan, Your Life Plan Community
Welcome Wednesdays
Open House
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Explore our new website!
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

NJ CLE INFORMATION: This program has been approved by the Board on Continuing Legal Education of the
Supreme Court of New Jersey for 1.8 hours of total CLE credit.

REGISTRATION DETAILS
Seminar tuition includes breakfast and seminar materials. Visit NJICLE.com for complete directions to all locations.

NEW BRUNSWICK
ICGEN062619
Mon., July 22, 2019
9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
New Jersey Law Center
LIVE WEBCAST
WGEN062619

8000 Fellowship Road
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Book Signing

Can’t Attend?
MCLE on CD/Handbook
CDP062619: $149/$120*

CREDITS
NJ CLE: This program has been
approved for 1.8 credits
(50 minute hour)
PA CLE: 1.5 substantive credits
pending ($8 fee – separate check
payable to NJICLE must be
submitted at the end of the
program)

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE TYPE
General Tuition
DOOR REGISTRATIONS

$99

REG

$139

* NJSBA Member Price.

The breakfast will be followed
by a “meet and greet” and
book signing.

NY CLE (Transitional &
Non-transitional): 1.5
professional practice credits

Call today to set up your private tour.

877-395-1715

732.214.8500
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RVL Mayors Alliance Rally
For ‘Equitable’ Service
NEWARK — Raritan Valley Line
Mayors Alliance members on Tuesday stood on Platform 5 in Newark
Penn Station to meet and speak with
RVL commuters about what they are
doing to get improved service for
RVL.
Representatives of the Alliance, a
bipartisan organization of 32 mayors,
handed out information they provided
to Governor Phil Murphy, state senators on the line, Department of Transportation Commissioner Diane
Guiterrez-Scaccetti and NJ Transit
Executive Director Kevin Corbett.
Alliance mayors were also collected
signatures for a petition.
Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle
said the Alliance has been working
and meeting with Senators Tom Kean
(R-21st, Westfield), Joe Cryan (D20th, Union), Patrick Diegnan (D18th, South Plainfield), Nick Scutari
(D-22nd, Linden), Christopher
Bateman (D-16th, Somerville),
Michael Doherty (R-23rd, Washington Twn.) and Robert Smith (D-17th,
Piscataway) for almost a year. “We
need to know when the off-peak oneseat trains, suspended last fall, will
be restored and when RVL gets peakhour direct trains. We don’t need
more studies. We need a commitment to make this happen,” she
added.
Earlier this month, Senators Scutari
and Kean introduced a bill asking for
NJ Transit to study the issue. “We
don’t think that goes far enough,”
said Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
adding, “We provided recommendations to that bill that we hope legisla-

tors will seriously consider.”
The RVL Mayors Alliance position
is: Work with Amtrak to get 100 percent same platform transfer Newark
to New York for all peak hour Eastbound trains; restore off peak oneseat direct trains within six months;
implement at least one peak hour
one-seat direct train in the AM and
PM hours along with weekend oneseat direct train service, both within
12 months.
According to Bound Brook Mayor
Robert Fazen, the rally was an opportunity to meet commuters directly
and let them know what the Alliance
are doing on their behalf. “As mayors, we talk to residents regularly
and know how this arduous commute affects their quality of life,” he
said.
He said the platform transfer adds
25 to 35 minutes each way, but often
delays cause commuters to miss a
connecting train causing an even
longer commute.
The RVL Mayors Co-Chairs
Brindle, Mahr and Fazen said they
are hoping the rally will shine a spotlight on the “inequitable service” on
the Raritan Valley Line that has seen
significant ridership growth in recent years. Trains lines with comparable or less riders have direct train
service while RVL has none, they
noted.
The Raritan Valley Mayors Alliance was organized in 2018 by the cochairs as a way to involve and engage
all of the mayors of towns along the
line. For more information
www.rvlmayors.org.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ONE-SEAT RIDE TO NYC...The Raritan Valley Line Mayors Alliance held a
rally for a one-seat ride to New York City on Tuesday at Newark Penn Station.
Pictured are Raritan Valley Line Mayors Alliance members including Alliance cochairs, Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle, left, and Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mayor, second from right, and volunteers.
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Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Courtesy Jim Lowney/County of Union

AWARD RECIPIENT...Union County Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski
and Freeholders Rebecca Williams and Angel G. Estrada joined former state
Senator Raymond Lesniak and Union County Vocational-Technical Schools
Board of Education President Jean Perkins in congratulating Freeholder Christopher Hudak on being awarded the Pamela Capaci Hero for Recovery Award
during a ceremony for students graduating Raymond J. Lesniak Experience,
Strength & Hope Recovery High School in Scotch Plains. Pamela Capaci,
formerly the chief executive officer of Prevention Links, presented the award to
Freeholder Hudak.

Operation Helping Hand
Offers Rehab. Assistance
COUNTY — For the second time in
as many years, law enforcement agencies across Union County have participated in the outreach initiative
known as Operation Helping Hand,
through which citizens battling substance abuse are offered rehabilitative
assistance after being apprehended for
minor drug-related offenses, acting
Union County Prosecutor Jennifer
Davenport announced June 6.
Approximately 88 percent of the
148 people contacted via the initiative
during a weeklong and countywide
outreach session last month agreed to
engage in some form of assistance,
eclipsing the totals of 81 percent of
102 people achieved last year – an
increase of 45 percent in the overall
number of contacts.
Local agencies that devoted personnel to assist included the Union County
Police Department, Union County
Sheriff’s Office, Kean University Police Department, and local police departments including Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
and Scotch Plains, deployed their entire narcotics units to assist.
Operation Helping Hand was first
introduced in Bergen County in 2016.
Of the 128 people accepting that same
offer in Union County last month, 56

were entered into inpatient detox treatment, 43 entered intensive outpatient
or community-based support program, and 29 entered medically assisted treatment. The total number of
people contacted included 25 “walkins,” or users who heard about the
initiative via word of mouth.
“It’s clear that the need is there for
a more robust, clear, effective system
to direct these individuals to treatment once they are identified. Just
placing them into the criminal justice
system, time and time again, obviously has its limitations,” Union
County Police Department Chief
Chris Debbie said. “The real need is
diversion, assistance, and addressing
the mindset of the addict, hopefully
turning them away from the need for
opioids once and for all.”
More than 400 people died due to
a drug overdose in Union County
from 2015 into 2018, the last four full
calendar years for which statistics are
available with the overdose-reversal
drug naloxone administered more than
700 times, with more than 90 percent
of recipients surviving the encounter.
Prevention Links, a local nonprofit
group dedicated to fighting substance
abuse countywide, provided addiction
recovery coaches and logistical support.

Scutari Reelected Chair of
Union County Dems
State Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D22nd, Linden) was reelected as chair
of the Union County Democratic
Committee. He was unopposed in his
bid for a full two-year term as chairman. Assemblywoman Linda Carter
(D-22nd, Plainfield) was elected as
the new vice-chair, replacing
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr who
did not seek to be reappointed to the
post, according to New Jersey Globe.
Kowalski Edges Out Giblin In
Cranford; Boris New FW Chair
Local municipal Democrat committees elected their leadership last
week.
Union County Freeholder Chair
Bette Jane Kowalski was elected
Democratic chair in her hometown of
Cranford by a 26-25 vote over Mayor
Patrick Giblin, New Jersey Globe
reported.
“Congratulations to Freeholder
Kowalski. I believe our call for responsible government and an end to
runaway county taxes was heard. I am
happy to work with the Chairwoman
towards these goals on behalf of the
residents of Cranford,” Mr. Giblin
said in a Facebook post.
In Fanwood, Kevin Boris was
elected chairman with Mayor Colleen Mahr to serve as chairman,
InsiderNJ reported.
In Linden, Mayor Derek Armstead
defeated Sen. Scutari by a vote of 3932, the Globe reported.
Darling Defeats Carroll In
Race for Morris Surrogate
In the Republican Primary race for
Morris County Surrogate, Heather
Darling defeated state Assemblyman
Michael Patrick Carroll by 568 votes,
9,796 to 9,228, a margin of 40.38
percent to 38.32 percent, according
to the Morris County Clerk’s website.
Isabella Alfano garnered 5,038 votes
or 20.92 percent of the vote.
Mr. Carroll is a 12-term Assemblyman who opted to run for surrogate
instead of seeking another Assembly
term. Ms. Darling will face Democrat
Michael Thompson in the General
Election. Democrats have not held
Morris Surrogate office since 1973.
Roselle, Linden Mayors
Win Primary Elections
Roselle Mayor Christine Dansereau
won a contested Primary Election
against challenges from candidates
backed by Union County Democratic
Chairman Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Lin-

den) and Linden Mayor Derek
Armstead, Donald Shaw and
Archange Antoine, respectively.
Also, Mayor Armstead’s backed
candidates won Primary battles in
four contested races in Linden.
Parenti Wins Somerset GOP
Primary for Sheriff
North Plainfield Police Chief and
former Fanwood resident William
Parenti, the son of retired Fanwood Police Chief Anthony J. Parenti, won the
Somerset County Republican Primary
for sheriff on June 4 over a retired K-9
unit commander Tina Pino, 7,120 (50.73
percent) to 6,882 (49.03 percent), according to the Somerset Clerk’s Office.
He will face Democrat Darrin Russo, a
former Franklin Township police lieutenant, in the General Election.
Voters could decide on
Preserving Hist. Churches
Assemblyman Anthony Bucco (R25th, Randolph) has introduced a
resolution, ACR235, proposing a constitutional amendment allowing the
use of historic preservation trust fund
money to continue to preserve these
historic religious buildings. The legislation follows a recent decision by
the state Supreme Court that prevented the award of this trust fund
money for historic preservation of 12
churches in Morris County.
Mr. Bucco’s resolution is the first
step in placing the constitutional
amendment on the ballot. The amendment would require approval from
the voters in a General Election.
A Third of NJ Adults Don’t
Know Governor’s Name
A third of all adults in the Garden
State don’t know the name of the
current governor. The most recent
survey from the Fairleigh Dickinson
University Poll finds that 67 percent
say they know who the current governor is, with 33 percent who do not.
“Although politicians like to think
everyone knows who they are, the
good people of New Jersey are not
unlike others across the country. A
recent national survey finds that a third
of all Americans can’t name their governor. So, as much as Governor (Phil)
Murphy may be disappointed, apparently he’s in good company,” said
Krista Jenkins, professor of government and director of the FDU Poll.
Overall, Gov. Murphy’s approval is
at 42 percent, with Democrats and
Republicans predictably divided:
Democrats approve by 61 to 16 and
Republicans disapprove by 63 to 15.
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Congratulations To Class of 2019:
You Have Accomplished Much
The current week marks one of the most significant milestones in the lives of young adults in our
area — their graduation from high school. As they
don their caps and gowns and cross the commencement stage before an audience of proud parents,
relatives and friends, our graduates will reflect on
the past four years while also anticipating the myriad
experiences yet to come.
Graduations will begin today, June 20, with ceremonies at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
Governor Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights and Arthur L. Johnson High School in Clark.
Governor Livingston and Arthur L. Johnson enroll
students from Mountainside and Garwood, respectively. Westfield High School follows with graduation tomorrow, June 21, while Cranford High School
will hold its commencement on Tuesday, June 25.
The Class of 2019 at each of these schools, along
with their fellow graduates from our area’s multiple
private schools, have much of which to be proud.
They have collectively racked up an array of scholastic, athletic, civic, work and other achievements.
Many have lent their time and talents to philanthropic and community service endeavors that benefit not only their neighbors but numerous other
people both near and far.
All of these experiences have helped to shape our
new alumni into the capable young men and women

they are today, while providing them with a solid
foundation on which to build their adult lives.
Among our graduates, many will matriculate at
college, while others will enter the military or the
workforce. Whichever direction they choose, the
lessons, skills and values they attained during high
school will help to guide them through each of their
subsequent life chapters.
We congratulate all of our graduating seniors,
and wish them health, happiness and success as
they transition from high school toward their next
academic or professional goals. Likewise we offer
a round of kudos to their families, teachers, coaches,
other staff and school administrators who served as
educators and role models during these critical
years. No doubt the memory of Westfield High
School Principal Derrick E. Nelson, Ed.D., who
passed away in April, will loom especially large in
the hearts and minds of the graduates and the entire
education community this week.
Graduates, as you receive your diplomas and bid
farewell to your alma mater, we remind you that no
matter how far from home you may travel in the
years ahead, you are always part of our community.
We hope that the memories you have made, the
friendships you have forged and the accomplishments you have realized will remain with you and
inspire you for a lifetime.

Optimist Club Marks 30 Years Of
Serving Westfield Community
Among the many civic and philanthropic organizations that have been fixtures in our area for generations, one of the most outstanding is the Optimist
Club of Westfield, which was chartered as a chapter
of Optimist International 30 years ago this year.
The Optimist Club of Westfield is a not-for-profit
entity made up of men and women who live and/or
work in the Westfield area. It is dedicated to implementing “service projects that benefit youth and community,” according to its website, westfieldnj.com/
optimist. The club defines its mission as being “a
friend of youth.”
While the Optimist Club actively pursues this
goal year round, its signature event is the annual
Project Graduation BASH, an all-night, substancefree celebration for graduating Westfield High
School seniors that the club sponsors and organizes
in conjunction with contributions from families and
the local business community. Optimist members
also volunteer as chaperones for the event. This 30year tradition will continue tomorrow evening, June
21, for the Class of 2019.
Throughout its history, the Optimist Club of
Westfield has participated in a broad scope of activities, ranging from education honors to charitable
endeavors to holiday festivities. Each year the club
presents its Outstanding Teacher Award to two

Westfield intermediate-school educators; hosts the
annual Intermediate School Oratorical Contest for
seventh-grade students enrolled in public-speaking
classes, and bestows its Thom Hornish Youth Volunteer Award to Westfield high-school juniors or seniors. The club supports other programs as well for
local youth, from the elementary to high-school
level, and members also have been involved with
projects such as Habitat for Humanity.
During the holiday season, the Optimist Club
teams up with the Rotary Club of Westfield to
provide disadvantaged individuals and families in
the community with food baskets. According to the
Optimist Club, more than 2,500 baskets have been
distributed since the project’s inception in 1990.
The Optimist Club also gets in the spirit at Halloween. For years the club sponsored the town’s
Halloween Haunted House, and more recently has
been staging the Westfield Optimist Club Halloween Parade held in the downtown.
The Westfield Leader/Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times salutes the Optimist Club of Westfield on
this milestone year for the club, and thanks its
members and community partners for making the
organization such an integral part of life in Westfield
for so many years. We wish this fine organization
an equally prosperous future.

Why Is Kean U Starting Program
In Midst of A China Trade War?
In the midst of a trade war between the United
States and China, Kean University last week announced an international sister-school program between K-12 schools in New Jersey and China, “that
focuses on science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) innovation and development,”
according to a Kean University press release. Union
County launched a “sister city” program in Wenzou,
China in the late 1990s.
Four years ago, Kean was criticized for spending
$35,000 to fly a delegation of New Jersey officials
and school administrators to China to mark the third
anniversary of Kean’s China branch campus which
opened in 2012. That delegation included state Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) and then Union
County Manager Al Faella, according to an nj.com
report.
In our opinion, Kean seems to be focusing more on
international program than on its main Union County
campus. After all, its slogan is that the university
already offers a “world-class education.”
Clearly STEM programs are important, but why
not focus on agreements here in New Jersey or
around the country? And if New Jersey is to be
involved in such a program, why not include top

technology universities the state has such as the
New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT) or
Stevens Institute of Technology?
Kean has faced controversy before. Five years
ago, the university got into hot water when it
purchased a $219,000 conference table. At the time,
The Record newspaper of Bergen County reported
that the “22-foot table, made of oak with a cherry
veneer,” was installed on the top floor “of the new
$40-million building on campus that will house the
architecture school” and “was designed to fulfill ‘a
university need for a world-class corporate meeting
space.’”
Kean also faced controversy when its long-time
president, Dawood Farahi, was accused by faculty
members of misrepresenting his academic credentials on his résumé. He survived a university trustees’ split vote to fire him in 2012. In September
2017 he was given a contract extension through
June of 2020 at a salary of $314,571.
We question if this is the best time to be negotiating a program with China, with trade talks between
China and the United States, the world’s two economic superpowers, likely to come up during the
G20 summit scheduled for later this month.
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Letters to the Editor
The Opioid Controversy And My
Altruistic Colleague, Arthur Sackler
A while back, my close physician
friend and president of Pfizer Pharmaceuticals, Sheldon Gilgore, started an
opera company in Connecticut. It was
at the opening dinner where I first met
his close friend, Arthur Sackler, one of
the three psychiatrist brothers who then
owned Purdue Pharma, the company
involved in the OxyContin, opioid controversy.
During cocktail time, we discussed
my unsuccessful effort to accelerate
the discovery of new medical discoveries by having doctors more easily volunteer to participate in clinical studies
to test more promising therapies. I called
them doctornauts and had proposed the
Doctornaut Act.
He was genuinely excited about the
concept and invited me to meet with
him at his Manhattan office to develop
a new plan. Before our meeting, Shelly
summarized his background, and what
a background it was! He was a bona
fide polymath. He had his finger in
many exciting pies such as being a past
medical researcher, buying precious art
works and starting a highly successful
advertising company.
He had personally donated multimillions of dollars to medical and art
institutions, among others, some of
which now bear his name. In my extensive travels, I’ve met many accomplished men and would place him high
on my list. Though he was decades
older than I, he was bursting with energy which was to be envied. I really
liked this big-hearted man.
As another one of his creative ventures, he started the first freely available medical journal, The Medical Tribune, which was mailed to doctors
worldwide. At our meeting, he suggested that I write an article in The
Tribune to assess physician response to
the doctornaut concept. And so I did. A
few weeks after its publication, we met
at his office. He wasn’t his usual smiling self, and I had a hunch why. I’ll

never forget the disappointment in his
voice.
“Steve, sit down.” Which I did.
“Steve, I haven’t received one response. Not one! Steve, it simply ain’t
there.” He also called a number of top
medical authorities, and none was
enthusiastic about doctornauts. To
encourage me to keep going, he periodically called for updates. At our last
meeting, he recommended that an intensive lobbying effort in Congress to
enact the Doctornaut Act was needed
and asked me to identify a top-notch
Washington lobbying firm.
Now the Doctornaut Act was my pro
bono effort, and I had my company to
attend to, one major reason being to
support my family. I eventually found
the firm, and the owner proposed a twoyear intensive lobbying effort at a cost of
$600,000 with no guarantee of success.
I called Arthur regarding the offer, and
he wasn’t surprised about the cost and
suggested that I first identify members
of Congress who might be receptive to
the idea before we met again.
I was then justifiably optimistic that
he would sponsor the effort. For certain
reasons having to do with our schedules, time passed, and before we would
meet again he suffered a fatal heart
attack. I, Pascal-like, sometimes wonder how a small coronary plaque could
have negatively impacted the lives of
millions.
And finally to a point which concerns
me: we are, as in early 20th-century
Russia, in an age of sweeping iconoclasm where I fear that Arthur Sackler
will become an unjustified victim by
those seeking the removal of his name
from the various institutions which bear
it. As his daughter, Elizabeth, and wife,
Jillian, repeatingly emphasize, the man
sold his interest in Purdue Pharma long
before OxyContin was marketed. Arthur,
may you rest in peace.
Stephen DeFelice, M.D.
Westfield

I Am Referring To The Actions And
Words Of Our Current President
I am writing this letter in support of
M. Picard’s and Pat Hoynes’ letters of
last week, June 13. I would also like
to respond to your [Leader/Times]
editorial of June 6 by quoting one of
our most famous statesmen, Frederick
Douglass. I ran across his response to
President Lincoln after he revoked
the Fremont Proclamation in which
he would summarily execute captured
Confederates and free their slaves for
work in the Union army. I feel it is
very timely for today.
“What upon earth is the matter
with the American government and
people? Do they really covet the
world’s ridicule as well as their own
social and political ruin? What are
they thinking about, or don’t they
condescend to think at all? So, indeed, it would seem from their blindness in dealing with the tremendous
issue(s) now upon them. Was there
ever anything like it before?”
No, nothing like this before.
Of course I am referring to the
actions and words of our current president. Aside from his numerous felony
charges outlined in the Mueller report (10) and in Picard’s and Hoynes’
letters, he openly admits in recorded
public statements that he would be

willing to commit the same federal
crimes he had committed before.
I don’t really care if the U.S. Senate
indicts him for impeachment or not
but the Congress must act, and act
now.
What would Frederick do? What
will future generations say about our
inaction? What on earth is the matter?
Lawrence Russo
Cranford

Thank You For Caring
I’d like to thank all of the great
volunteers, members of our Post 3
Legion Family (A.L. S.A.L AUXL),
our friends at the Knights of Columbus, VFW, and Scout Troops, for a
job well done in working together to
place 4,739 flags on our veterans’
graves at Fairview Cemetery.
You took the time to pay tribute to
friends, family members and people
you never knew, who have fought in
American wars so we could live in
freedom.
I look forward to you all volunteering your time and talent next year.
Thanks again for a job well done.
Katherine Wening
Juliann Wening-Junio
American Legion Post 3 Westfield

But Birds Are Protected
The summer concert series at Sandy
Hook has been cancelled as a piping
plover nest was found. Park officials
said, “In order to fulfill the park’s
legal obligations and give the birds
the greatest chance possible at nesting success, this year’s concert series
has been cancelled.” This announcement has me questioning how broken
our moral compass is.
While New Jersey is taking steps to
protect these birds prior to their being
hatched, a child in the womb is afforded no protection. Currently parental notification is not required prior
to a minor having an abortion, there
are no restrictions as to when an abor-

tion can occur and medical care is not
mandated for a child who survives an
abortion.
When a human life has no protection prior to and in some cases after
their birth but birds are protected
prior to their being hatched, I am not
surprised that human life is not valued. Are you? I look forward to the
day New Jersey affords children in
the womb the same protection that
piping plovers receive.
As a society, should we not value
human life at least as much as we do
these birds?
Tom Madaras
Westfield

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sasin – The Indian antelope or black
buck
2. Vatic – Characteristic of a prophet
or seer
3. Scaturient – Gushing forth
4. Versute – Crafty
CUIRASS
1. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
2. A brestplate of leather
3. An ancient flask or jug of leather
4. A footprint
TAWIE
1. Formed or made up of mud
2. A looking glass, small telescope
3. Soft sleet or hail
4. Tame
RENIDIFICATION
1. The act of making thin
2. The act of building another nest
3. The use of brushwood and thorns for
making and reparing hedges
4. Rapid climate change due to a cataclysmic event
TEMIAK
1. An Eskimo coat made of bird skins
2. A deep cut or gash
3. A boat hoist used for raising and
lowering smaller boats
4. A fish net

Policy on Political
Endorsements
The newspaper will publish political endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the newspaper at www.goleader.com. Submittals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.
Those who would like their political
endorsements also published in the
printed newspaper can do so by using
the paid service at https://
www.goleader.com/form/bulletin.htm.

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200500 words.

With The Recent
Events At Tamaques...
At our block party this past weekend, we had the pleasure of meeting
Westfield Police Officer Nick Calello.
He was there to pass out hats and
badges to the kids. Officer Calello
was an excellent representation of the
Westfield Police Department this
evening, truly engaging with the community which he serves.
He was so welcoming and patient
with the kids as they got to meet him
and check out his patrol car. With the
recent events at Tamaques School, my
wife and I wanted to thank him for the
services that these officers provide to
us, and most importantly our children.
In our brief encounter, we were impressed — his professionalism and
obvious dedication to his job.
We ask a lot of these young men
and women, to put their life on the
line in the police profession, and they
don’t always get the credit they deserve. Officer Calello was a great
representation of the badge he wears.
Matthew and Molly Simms
Westfield
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Letters to
the Editor
Bravo For
No New Taxes

GRANT FOR MOBILE MEALS...Mobile Meals of Westfield recently was
named the recipient of a grant from Griswold Home Care’s charitable foundation
to ensure that local residents can be provided with nutritious meals on a regular
basis. Pictured, from left to right, are: Martha Heinkel, licensed clinical social
worker and director of Griswold Home Care of Union County; Josephine Walsh,
director of operations for Mobile Meals of Westfield, and Ruth Maloney, president of Mobile Meals of Westfield.

Mobile Meals of Westfield
Receives Griswold Grant
WESTFIELD — Mobile Meals
of Westfield has received a grant
from Griswold Home Care’s charitable foundation for its work to
ensure that local residents in need
have access to nutritious meals on
a regular basis. This grant was
awarded through the foundation’s
new program, Griswold Gives,
which recognizes nonprofits dedicated to assisting senior citizens
and residents in need throughout
their communities.
Founded in 1968, Mobile Meals
of Westfield has provided more
than one million home-delivered
meals to people living in Union
County who are unable to shop for
and prepare food for themselves.
In addition to preparing and delivering
these
meals,
the
organization’s team of volunteers
often provides companionship for
their clients – one of the most important aspects of Mobile Meals’
program.
“At Griswold Home Care, helping people in our community live
happy, healthy lives in the place
they love has always been so important to us,” said Martha Heinkel,
director of Griswold Home Care of
Union County, which awarded the
grant. “Mobile Meals of Westfield
has made an incredible impact on
the community through providing
healthy, balanced meals and compassion to those who need it most.

On behalf of the Jean Griswold
Foundation, we are proud to support an organization that shares
this same mission.”
The Jean Griswold Foundation
is a private charity established by
Griswold Home Care to further the
company’s belief that care for the
elderly and disabled should be
available to all. Every dollar donated is used to further its mission
to support programs and services
that allow seniors to age in place.
Formerly the Griswold Cares Foundation, the 501c3 nonprofit
changed its name in 2016 to honor
the founder of Griswold Home
Care, Dr. Jean Griswold, who
passed away in 2017. Those selected for grants help to advance
the Foundation’s mission of supporting services to those in need so
they may age in place. For more
information,
visit
jeangriswoldfoundation.com.
With more than 189 locations in
30 states, Griswold Home Care
helps adults maintain quality of
life despite advanced age or onset
of illness through services including companion care, home services,
personal care and respite care. It
was founded by the late Jean
Griswold in 1982. Further information
is
available
at
griswoldhomecare.com/unioncounty or by calling (908) 6543400.

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway and Linden.

Open letter to: Steve Sweeney,
President of the Senate, and Craig
Coughlin, Speaker of the Assembly.
Bravo, Mr. Sweeney and Mr.
Coughlin, for standing up to Governor Murphy and the public workers
by submitting a budget that contains
no new taxes.
Just so you know, no one was impressed by the show of force the public workers displayed in Trenton this
past week. Everyone knows who they
are and what they want.
They want to tax the hell out of
New Jersey so they continue receiving their lavish salaries and benefits.
Their greed has no limits and they
don’t care about hurting everybody
else and bankrupting our state.
It’s time to show those public workers that they no longer control Trenton through their puppet Governor.
Thank you for being the champions of the taxpayers and of the real
middle class of New Jersey. Unfortunately, when Governor Murphy
talks about the middle class, he usually means the public workers, not
the rest of us.
And to all of you Senators and
Assembly members, we encourage
you to support Mr. Sweeney and Mr.
Coughlin. Their plan to cut costs instead of raising taxes will make New
Jersey a much better place for all of
us, including your own children.

LEADING IMAGINE TO SUCCESS...Imagine Leadership Council members assemble for their annual meeting April 26
at Imagine. These community leaders lend their expertise and support to Imagine’s mission and play a key role in its success.
Pictured, from left to right, are: John Toriello, Imagine Board chairman, Westfield; Jordan Glatt, Summit; Keith S. Hertell,
Westfield; Assemblyman Jon Bramnick; Senator Tom Kean, Jr.; Barbara Neal, Imagine Board member, Watchung; Mary
Robinson, Imagine executive director; Diana Jurtovski-Miller, Imagine Board member, New Providence; Mayor Shelley
Brindle, Westfield; Pastor William M. Williams, III, First United Methodist Church, Westfield; Alan Lieber, president,
Overlook Medical Center; Mayor Paul Mirabelli, Mountainside; Jeff Peris, Imagine Board member, Scotch Plains; Stu
Arnold, Imagine Board chair emeritus, Westfield; and Father Anthony Randazzo, Holy Trinity Church, Westfield.

George Kneisser Sr.
Executive Director
NJ Citizens for Property Tax Reform
Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

PROM PRE-PARTY…Westfield High
School senior girls gather for a pre-prom
party at a house located on Prospect Street
in Westfield.

More Photos!
Download the
complete edition at
www.goleader.com
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DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

This is your new home
we are talking about

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor
Owen Brand
Mortgage Development Officer
Phone - 908.789.2730
Cell - 908.337.7282
Email - owen.brand@santander.us
NMLS # 222999

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. C0427_12F 12/09/16

Home & Auto
go together.
Like you & a
good neighbor.

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.
"40+ Years Experience"
Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer
Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases
• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

(908) 232-8787
kaplowlaw@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

Some things in life just go together.
Like home and auto insurance
from State Farm®. And you with
a good neighbor to help life go
right. Save time and money.
CALL ME TODAY.

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.
Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, Dallas, TX
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX
1601976

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong.

Sometimes it’s letting go.
With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work,
our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the
complex process of divorce.
Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs
Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation

Think “Superior” For:
•
•
•
•

Expert Consultation Services
Space Planning / Room Layouts
Remodeling Services
All Interior Related Products:
Furniture Floor Coverings
Lighting
Window Treatments
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

James McGlewˏII, Esq.
908.233.6800

Westﬁeld • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com
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Best Friend Announces
Spring Clearance Days

Eric Mintel Quartet to Play
Music of Dave Brubeck
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, will host the Eric
Mintel Quartet on Wednesday, June
26, at 7 p.m.
A Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz
Festival favorite, the quartet will play
the music of jazz great Dave Brubeck.
Mr. Brubeck had a smooth style and
unique interpretations, which made
him the foremost musician of cool
jazz. He was only the second jazz
musician ever to be featured on the
cover of Time magazine and his albums were among the top ever to be
recorded.
The Eric Mintel Quartet will perform the hits that made Mr. Brubeck
a household name, such as “Summer
Song” and “The Duke.”
Mr. Mintel has played the piano all
his life. Career highlights include two
performances by invitation to the White
House, several concerts at the Kennedy
Center, and a special concert at the
United Nations. Mr. Brubeck once
said, “as long as the music attracts
dedicated young musicians like Eric
Mintel, jazz will continue to thrive and
progress in a voice of freedom.”
This program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus libraries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. Interested persons are encouraged to check the Westfield Memorial Library’s website, wmlnj.org, to

see if their library is a MURAL participant. To register for the Eric Mintel
Quartet event, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, option 0.
Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m.
on Sunday. Beginning this Sunday,
June 23, the library will be closed on
Sundays for the summer.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 7894090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Children’s Book Sale
Begins on Saturday
CRANFORD — The Cranford Public Library invites the community to its
Children’s Department’s used book
sale, which kicks off this Saturday,
June 22, and will continue through
Thursday, June 27. Merchandise for
youngsters, including books, DVDs,
games and more, will be available for
purchase in the library’s Raddin Room.
Sale hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday. The Thursday
sale day is Bag Day, when customers
may stop by and fill a bag for $5. The
Cranford Public Library is located at
224 Walnut Avenue.

RECIPES FOR SUCCESS...Cadette Girl Scouts Josie Allen, Julia Cariello,
Tatiana Fecowycz and Gabrielle Zuretti, pictured left to right, of Troop 40402 at
Holy Trinity School in Westfield, celebrate receiving their Silver Award. For their
project, the girls created “Kids’ Healthy Cooking Corner,” which promotes
healthy and tasty recipes that youngsters can prepare themselves.

Now They’re Cooking:
Girl Scouts Earn Silver
WESTFIELD — Girl Scouts Josie
Allen, Julia Cariello, Tatiana Fecowycz
and Gabrielle Zuretti, members of
Troop 40402 at Holy Trinity School in
Westfield, recently earned their Silver
Award with their project named “Kids’
Healthy Cooking Corner.”
The Silver is the highest award a
Cadette Girl Scout can attain. It requires identifying an issue and completing a project of 50-plus hours to
address it. The girls chose to focus
their efforts on promoting healthy
and delicious recipes that children
can make themselves.
After consulting with a nutritionist
and touring local grocery stores and
farms, the girls developed recipes in
four categories: breakfast, snacks,
drinks and desserts. Their nutritious

We’ll Help You
Get Your Business
in the Spotlight!
Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SALUTING OUR NEIGHBOR...The Mountainside Volunteer Fire Department
was one of many fire departments from across Union County and New Jersey that
participated in the Scotch Plains Fire Department’s 150th anniversary parade
down Westfield Avenue in the township last Saturday. The commemoration
festivities also included a community party.
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recipes can be found on their website,
kidshealthycookingcorner.weebly.com.
The Scouts shared their message of
nutritious eating with the kindergarten troop and seventh-grade health
class at Holy Trinity School. In addition, they set up a booth at Dreyer
Farms in Cranford, where they distributed samples of their favorite recipes and handed out business cards
with their website address. The girls
were awarded their Silver pins at a
town-wide ceremony on May 28 at
the First Congregational Church of
Westfield.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption has announced that its popular 50-percentoff sale at its thrift store is underway.
The sale, which began Wednesday,
June 19, will continue through Friday,
June 28. Most items in the store are 50
percent off. Some exceptions apply.
The store is located at 1750 East Second Street, Scotch Plains, and is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, and
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesday.
The store is having a clearance on
its clothing merchandise, with items
available for as little as $1, $2 and
$3. This applies only to the store’s
chart-priced clothing.
The store offers new and good-quality slightly-used merchandise for sale.
It is a drop-off center for brass, copper,
14-karat gold and sterling silver. The
store is always in need of good-quality
donations to restock its shelves. Additionally, Best Friend is in urgent need
of cat food and litter due to the many
homeless kittens in need of its care.
The Best Friend Rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run solely
by volunteers. Proceeds from the
thrift store support Best Friends’ efforts to rescue and care for homeless
animals until they are adopted.
For more information, call (908)
322-2502 or view pets waiting for
their “forever home” at bfdaaa.com.
Monetary donations are tax-deductible and are urgently needed by the

rescue group. Donations can be sent
to: Best Friend, P.O. Box 335,
Cranford, N.J. 07016.

Tryouts to Be Held For
Devilfish Swim Team
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA Devilfish Swim Team
will hold tryouts for the 2019-2020
season beginning next week. They
will be held at the Main Y facility,
located at 220 Clark Street, Westfield.
Tryout dates are as follows:
Wednesday, June 26, 5 to 5:45 p.m. or
5:45 to 6:30 p.m.; Thursday, June 27,
6 to 6:45 p.m., and Tuesday, July 16,
5 to 5:45 p.m. or 5:45 to 6:30 p.m.
The Devilfish Swim Team is a yearround YMCA and USA swimming
program. The upcoming season runs
from September 9, 2019 to February
28, 2020. The Devilfish provides a
total program of competitive training
and professional instruction that serves
swimmers ages 6 to 18. It is designed
to motivate and challenge youngsters
to reach individual goals while still
enjoying the benefits of a team sport.
The team competes in both dual meets
and invitational-style meets.
Tryouts will have limited spaces
available. Parents interested in registering their child are asked to visit
wydevilfish.org to fill out and submit
the appropriate forms. For more information, contact Greg Hatzisavvas
at ghatzisavvas@westfieldynj.org.

‘Pirate’ Show to Teach
Kids About Hygiene
GARWOOD — The Garwood Public Library will present “Pirate Pete’s
High Seas Hygiene Show” on
Wednesday, June 26, at 1 p.m. Muscle
Man Mike and his puppet, Pirate Pete,
will teach youngsters the importance
of proper hygiene. Mike adds a little
magic to make it fun.
Registration is required and attendance is limited to 30. The
Garwood Public Library is located
at 411 Third Avenue. For information on library programs, visit
youseemore.com/garwood.

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty

CELEBRATING SENIORS...On the first Sunday in May, senior citizens who have
been members of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield for most of their lives were
celebrated. The yearly Senior Citizen Sunday honored 50-year members. Pictured
are members who have reached the half-century mark and other seniors who have
worshipped with them for decades in small groups, Sunday services, men’s and
women’s retreats and community service activities. For information about The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, call (908) 233-0301 or visit westfieldpc.org.

The Declaration of Independence of the Doctornaut Act
WE hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness… and also the Pursuit of the Alleviation of Physical and Mental Suffering and Avoidance of Premature Death – and to be Able to Afford It!

When in the course of human events it becomes necessary for the people to dissolve the political and self-interest forces which prevent the discovery of cures for the
prevention and treatment of disease and, thereby, reduce suffering which is all too common to the human condition, the people, with the help of divine Providence, should take
up arms to alter or abolish such forces and demand that the
Congress enact Amendment XXVIII of our Constitution known
as the Doctornaut Act.
During the 70’s and the decades thereafter, FIM, the
Foundation for Innovation in Medicine, proposed the
Doctornaut Act which would permit medical doctors or
doctornauts to take the lead to help their patients by allowing
the doctors to more easily volunteer for clinical studies. More
potential therapies would then be tested; more cures
discovered, medical care costs dramatically reduced and
human suffering substantially diminished. For puzzling reasons,
there has been virtually no support for the Act. Even after
physician and then Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate, Bill Frist,
agreed on the need for doctornauts and circulated a draft of
the Doctornaut Act for comments, support was absent.

Stephen L. DeFelice, M.D.

I call the broad absence of such interest a cultural blind spot which is becoming increasingly common in many walks of American life. For example, there is a cultural blind
spot on the lack of human safety studies on certain commonly performed manipulations of human eggs, sperm and embryos.
To clearly understand the reasoning behind the Doctornaut Act, there’s an explanatory video entitled, Prominent Research Physician Points to Cures as Key to Holding down
Medical Costs, at www.fimdefelice.org/video. There are other posts to further clarify the rationale such as Why Children need Doctornauts.
Lest it be forgotten, there have been other political statesmen who tried to reduce the barriers to finding cures and other medical breakthroughs by generally increasing
clinical research. In the past, Congressman Frank Pallone, now Chairman of the Energy and Commerce Committee, introduced the Nutraceutical Research and Education Act or
NREA which was proposed by FIM. It would encourage clinical research on dietary supplements and health diets to demonstrate whether they are truly beneficial, but he
encountered insufficient support. More recently, Senator Tom
Harkin played a major role in successfully enacting translational
research legislation, which lends limited support to selected
clinical research centers. We were in promising discussions of
the Doctornaut Act, but, unfortunately, he retired.
Why, then, this announcement? A steady stream of families
with afflicted love ones have convinced me to give it one more
try by promoting the video. Although the video was filmed in
2013, they believe it’s the most persuasive presentation of
the Doctornaut Act. I’ve kept my promise, and now the ball is
in their ballparks.
Senator Frist and Dr. DeFelice

Congressman Pallone and Dr. DeFelice

Senator Harkin and Dr. DeFelice

www.fimdefelice.org/video
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John Edward Wilkinson, 52,
Loving Husband and Father
John Edward Wilkinson passed Known for his compassion, quick wit
away peacefully and unexpectedly at and trash talking, especially when
home in Scotch Plains on Sunday, rooting for his beloved Red Sox, PaJune 16, at the young age of 52.
triots or Bruins, John had many good
The son of Marilyn and Dr. Robert friends during his lifetime and enG. Wilkinson, John was
joyed their company as
born in Boston, Mass., on
well as his two sons on the
February 8, 1967 and was
golf course. John was
raised in Hingham. He
larger than life to all who
attended St. Sebastian’s
knew him.
School in Needham,
He will always be reMass., then graduated
membered for his positive
from Boston College in
outlook on life, his com1989 with his Bachelor
petitiveness in participatof Arts degree in Ecoing in any game that he
nomics. It was at Boston
played, his generosity, and
College where he met the
especially for his love and
love of his life, Cheryl
caring for his family.
(Horne) Wilkinson from
John is survived by his
Westfield, N.J. John and
wife, Cheryl, and their
John E. Wilkinson
Cheryl married on July
children, Lindsey, John, Jr.
15 following their graduand Daniel; his parents,
ation, and they started their life in Marilyn and Robert Wilkinson of
New Jersey. This would be their 30th Hanover and Cataumet, Mass.;
anniversary year. He started working brother Robert Wilkinson and his
and furthered his education in the wife, Roberta, of Canton, Mass.; sisevenings, graduating from Montclair ter Mary Leonard and her husband,
State University in May, 1994 with a John, of Pembroke, Mass.; sister ColMaster of Business Administration leen Shaw and her husband, Harold,
and attained his Certificate of Public of Norwell, Mass.; sister Catherine
Accountancy (CPA). John had worked Duggan of Canton, Mass.; sister
as both an accountant and Director of Bridget Fernquist and her husband,
Operations at Gallo Wine and the Peter, of Hingham, Mass.; and many
past thirteen years at Southern Glaz- loving nieces, nephews, cousins, aunts
ers Wine and Spirits.
and uncles.
John was a wonderful and loving
A visitation for family and friends
husband to Cheryl and the father of will be held on Friday, June 21, at
his three cherished children: Lindsey, Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake FuJohn, Jr. and Daniel. His family was neral Home, 582 Springfield Avenue,
the most important part of his life and Westfield, N.J., from 4 to 8 p.m. A
he could not have been a more proud funeral Mass will be held on Saturdad. He coached each of his children day, June 22, at St. Helen’s Church,
in the sports in which they partici- 1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield, at
pated and he loved: hockey, softball 10 a.m.
and baseball. A former hockey and
In lieu of flowers, a college fund
baseball player himself, he could not has been arranged for the Wilkinson
wait to get home from work in order children. Donations may be made to
to help coach or watch them in their “Lindsey, John and Daniel Wilkinson”
various activities.
and sent to the Horne family, 627
His integrity level was beyond re- Hanford Place, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
June 20, 2019
proach and his work ethic, tireless.

Trinity Fundraiser Sunday
To Aid Food For The Poor
CRANFORD — The Trinity
Episcopal Church, located at 119
Forest Avenue, Cranford, will host
a fundraiser this Sunday, June 23,
from 11:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., in
Sherlock Hall.
“Proceeds will benefit Food For
The Poor, helping the poor in Latin
America and the Caribbean,” said
the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Trinity’s Priest-in-Charge.
So far in 2019, Food For The
Poor has provided more than 100
million meals and built over 1,200
homes for people in need. The Reverend Holly Ostlund, of Food For
The Poor, will speak about the organization and its programs at morning services and the fundraiser.
“Please join Trinity in supporting such important, life-saving
work,” Father Kruger continued.
For more information, call (908)
276-4047.
Food For The Poor began in 1982

Walking Tour to Look
At Morristown’s Past
AREA — The Morris County
Tourism Bureau will present a
“Morristown People & Places Walking Tour” on Saturday, June 29, from
11 a.m. to noon. It will originate
from the Morris County Tourism
Bureau, located at 6 Court Street,
Morristown.
Participants will take a leisurely
walk through Morristown with author Bonnie-Lynn Nadzeika, former
director of the Morris County Historical Society. Her postcard book
on Morristown will come alive as
she points out architecturally important buildings within the nationallyregistered historic district. Attendees also will hear the stories of past
and prominent Morristonians.
This tour will be repeated on Saturday, August 10, at 11 a.m.
For more information, call (973)
631-5151 or visit revolutionarynj.org/
event/morristown-people-andplaces-tour/.

in Jamaica. Today, it is an interdenominational Christian ministry
serving the poor in 17 countries
throughout the Caribbean and Latin
America. Thanks to donors, the
organization provides food, housing, healthcare, education, fresh
water, emergency relief, micro-enterprise solutions and much more.
More than 95 percent of all donations go directly to programs that
help the poor. Food For The Poor
strives to reflect God’s unconditional love by keeping Christ’s
command of serving the “least of
these” on Earth.
For more information about Food
For
The
Poor,
visit
foodforthepoor.org/.
Trinity Episcopal Church, founded
in 1872, is a faith-based family
church that welcomes all people and
strives to “know Christ and to make
him known through faith, love, and
service.” Sunday services are at 8
a.m. and 10 a.m. For more information, call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/. Trinity also provides Trinity Episcopal Day School
(TEDS). TEDS is a state-licensed
facility serving children from age
2½ through kindergarten. For more
information, call (908) 276-2881 or
visit tedscranford.org.

ADS PLACED IN
THE LEADER/TIMES
BRING RESULTS

– Obituaries –

John M. Oshust, 72, Taught at WHS;
Loving Husband, Father and Friend
John M. Oshust, 72, formerly of eral months later, the two lovebirds
Bayonne, passed at home in Cranford, married.
N.J., on Tuesday, June 11, with his
John took great pride in his Ukraiimmediate family by his
nian heritage. He was the
side. He taught secondorganizer of Project
ary science courses in
Ukraine I and Project
Linden for 17 years, folUkraine II, which benlowed by 15 years at
efited both a school and
Westfield High School.
hospital in the Ukrainian
John held a Bachelor of
village of Pobina.
Science degree from JerJohn will be deeply
sey City State College
missed by his loving wife,
(1968) and a Master’s deElaine, and their son,
gree in Applied Physics
Anatoly, as well as his two
from NJIT (1982). His
hound dogs. All who knew
love for science extended
him, treasured his brilwell beyond the classliance, humor and wittiroom doors.
ness. John’s love for othJohn M. Oshust
John was a man of
ers could never be forgotmany hats. His numerous interests ten and will always be missed.
included photography, sketching,
Memorial donations may be made
gardening and farming; in later years, to: Associated Humane Societies,
he perfected creating wooden model Popcorn Park, P.O. Box 43, Forked
airplanes and enjoyed sharing his River, N.J. 08731-0043.
“Don’t cry because it’s over. Smile
progress through the online forum
community (virtualaerodrome.com). because it happened” – Ted Geisel
He cherished moments with his fam- “Dr. Seuss.”
ily, friends, and most importantly his
John’s Life Celebration was held
canine companions. Visiting the on Saturday, June 15, 2019, at Gray
Pennsylvania countryside was one Memorial Funeral Home, 12 Springof his deepest passions.
field Avenue, Cranford, where his
John was a resident of Cranford funeral service followed.
for forty-three years. He was predePlease
go
to
ceased by his parents, William and www.grayfuneralhomes.com to
Olga Oshust. His wife, Elaine, found view his life tribute.
June 20, 2019
John at her doorstep in 1974. Sev-

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will host Bagels
& Books on Monday, July 8, at 10 a.m.
Book lovers share their recent reading
experiences with other bibliophiles and
pick up suggestions for future reading.
Light refreshments will be served. Registration is required.
For more information or to register
for programs, visit scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.

Wellness Campaign has held several events, including a nutritional
meal/snack presentation at a recent Garwood Parent-Teacher Organization meeting and a nutritional tour of the Garwood
ShopRite for Lincoln School’s
third-grade classes, hosted by Ms.
Coglianese.
Future summer plans include a
healthy barbecue and a chiropractic presentation, beneficial to the
body as well as the mind. Dates
for these events will be determined
shortly.
The Mayors Wellness Campaign
committee encourages all residents to follow it on social media
to find out about the group, its
meeting dates and dates for upcoming events. Anyone interested
in membership in the group, or
who may have ideas or suggestions for the committee, is welcome to submit them at
MWC@garwood.org.
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Valerie Kollonitsch, Had Been Market
Research Consultant For 50 Years
Valerie Kollonitsch, 91, of Morris of Parsippany; a sister, Ann, and her
Plains died peacefully on Saturday, husband, Remo Arancio, of OakJune 15, at home.
land, Calif.; a niece, Vicky FriedBorn in Gyula, Hungary, on Decem- man, and nephew, Tom Kahan, both
ber 17, 1927 (on her mother’s birth- of Oakland, Calif.; a grandniece,
day), she came to the
Alexa Kahan of Oakland,
United States in 1956, setCalif.; two grandnieces,
tling in Salem, Mass., soon
Rebecca
Friedmanafter moving to Westfield
Lissner and Julia Friedin 1958, then Morristown
man, both of New York,
in 1986. She has been a
N.Y.; a great-grandresident at Sunrise Senior
nephew, Noah, and two
Living of Morris Plains
nephews, Ferenc and Pali
since 2013.
Kovacshegyi
of
Ms. Kollonitsch started
Budapest, Hungary, and
her career as a chemist in
several grandnephews
Budapest after receiving
and grandnieces in Hunher Degree in Chemistry
gary. She also leaves bein 1949. In 1960 she behind her two dear friends,
Valerie Kollonitsch Debra and John Hadley
gan the next phase of her
career, which lasted 50
of Parsippany.
years at Kline & Company, first as
A memorial service in Manhattan
corporate librarian, then market re- along the East River will be held on
search consultant. She was a market a later date. Arrangements are under
researcher extraordinaire and could the direction of the Par-Troy Funeral
get anyone at any level of any com- Home, 95 Parsippany Road,
pany to talk. She retired from Kline in Parsippany, (973) 887-3235, or visit
2010 at 82.
www.partroyfuneralhome.com. MeShe was predeceased by her former morial donations can be made in her
husband, Dr. Janos Kollonitsch, in name to her favorite charity, Market
1999. Surviving are her son, John Street Mission, 9 Market Street,
Kollonitsch of Bernards Township, Morristown, N.J. 07960.
June 20, 2019
and a daughter, Katalin Kollonitsch

Cranford Reveals Events To
Celebrate Independence Day
CRANFORD — The Township
of Cranford will celebrate the
nation’s birthday this year with two
special events.
The first event is the annual fireworks display, which will be held
on Tuesday, July 2, followed by a
second celebration, which will take
place on Thursday, July 4.
The July 2 celebration will be held
at Nomahegan Park, located on
Springfield Avenue in Cranford, beginning at 5:30 p.m. with food vendors, amusement rides and games.
The finale will be the fireworks,
which will start at 9:15 p.m.
Limited parking will be available at Union County College, 1033
Springfield Avenue, Cranford.
However, residents are urged to
walk, if possible. In the event of
cancellation due to inclement
weather, there will be no rain date.
The July 4 festivities will begin at 9
a.m. with canoe races scheduled at
the Cranford Canoe Club, 250 Springfield Avenue, Cranford. Registration
at the Canoe Club will be immediately before the races at 8:30 a.m.
Also on July 4, the Jaycees will
conduct their Annual Firecracker Run,
beginning with a one-mile Fun Run at
8:30 a.m., followed by a four-miler at

9 a.m., at Nomahegan Park. For more
information regarding registration and
the race, go to cranfordjaycees.com.
For other information, call the
Cranford Recreation and Parks Department at (908) 709-7283.

‘Battle of Springfield’
To Be Reenacted
AREA — The Brigade of the
American Revolution will recreate
the 1780 Battle of Springfield, the
“Forgotten Victory” of New Jersey,
this Saturday and Sunday, June 22
and 23. The weekend will feature
reenactors bringing to life the history of Springfield and the battle
that changed the course of the
American Revolution.
Throughout the 10-acre Meisel
Park and surrounding area, colonial
life will be demonstrated in new
and exciting ways. Attendees will
be able to watch colonial soldiers
pitch a tent, camp followers cook
authentic recipes, and a battle reenactment each day. Meisel Park is
located at 278 Meisel Avenue,
Springfield. For more information,
visit
the
event
website,
springfield2019.com, and follow the
event Facebook page for updates.

GARDEN OF THE MONTH...The Garden Club of Westfield chooses one garden
every month of the growing season to designate as the Garden of the Month. This
June, the garden of Sydney Sherry, 641 Elm Street, has been selected for its
landscape design (inspired by London gardens) of colorful impatiens, clipped
boxwood and hydrangeas. The design complements her beautifully-restored 1927
home, which was a recipient of the 2018 Harry Devlin Preservation Award and the
2015/2016 Mark of Honor for Restorations.

Library to Offer ‘Hamiltunes’ July 8
SCOTCH PLAINS — Fans of
Hamilton: An American Musical are
invited to “Hamiltunes: An American Singalong” on Monday, July 8,
at 7 p.m. Participants will sing along
to the music at this officially-licensed, fan-based performance. Costumes are encouraged. Registration
is required. Attendees are asked to
come a few minutes early if they
wish to sign up to lead their favorite
song. The library will use the original cast recording; parental discretion is advised due to language.

To learn more about the library’s
other summer reading programs, check
the library’s website, scotlib.org, and
stop by the Reference Desk. This year’s
theme will incorporate art, music, science, reading and prizes.
For more information or to register
for programs, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Library to Present
Bagels & Books

Mayors Wellness Campaign
To Hold 3K Walk Saturday
GARWOOD — The next Mayors Wellness Campaign 3K walk
will take place this Saturday, June
22, at 10 a.m., at the Garwood
Recreation Complex at the end of
Myrtle Avenue in Garwood. All are
invited to participate in this event.
It is a walk, not a competition, and
participants of every age and level
of activity are welcome to join.
On Sunday, June 23, the Mayors
Wellness Campaign is planning a
special nutritional presentation to
be held at 11 a.m. in the Bethlehem
Room of the Church of St. Anne,
located at 325 Second Avenue,
Garwood. Victoria Coglianese, registered dietician from Garwood
ShopRite, will be the guest speaker.
Over the past few months, the
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WELCOME TO ROTARY...Newly-inducted Rotary Club of Westfield member
Fred Zellner is welcomed by his fellow Rotarians. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Sergeant at Arms Tony LaPorta, Membership Chairman Joe Mindak, President
Clark Lagemann, President-elect Liz Ensslin and Past District Governor Dr. D.
Michael Hart.

Fred Zellner Inducted Into
Rotary Club of Westfield
WESTFIELD — The Rotary Club
of Westfield inducted new member
Fred Zellner into the organization on
May 25.
Mr. Zellner grew up in Queens,
N.Y., and married his high school
sweetheart in 1984. They wanted to
start a family and began looking for a
neighborhood that had a good school
system, a downtown, playgrounds and
parks, and that was commutable to
New York City, where they both
worked.
Mr. Zellner worked for Con Ed as an
engineer for 41 years. He and his wife
love Westfield. Their daughter grew
up in the town and is now married, and
has purchased a house in Scotch Plains.
Mr. Zellner and his wife are both retired and love traveling. Their next trip

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

is a safari in Tanzania and Kenya to see
the Great Migration and to stop by the
David Sheldrake rescue reserve to say
“hello” to the four orphaned baby elephants that they sponsor.
Mr. Zellner said he is excited to be
joining such an active service club.
He is looking forward to giving back
to the community with volunteer work
through the organization.
The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
on the first three Tuesdays of the
month for lunch, at 12:15 p.m., on the
second floor of the Westfield Area Y.
Guests are always welcome.

‘The Glorious Sun’
On Tap at Library
MOUNTAINSIDE — “The Glorious Sun,” an event for children ages 5
and above, will take place next Thursday, June 27, at 4 p.m. It is part of the
library’s Enjoy Explore India program. Participants will hear a story
from India about light, heat and the
sun, see how Indian artists created
sun symbols in folklore, then make
their own sun spinner to take home.
Registration is requested since this
program is limited to 15 children. To
register, visit the library or call (908)
233-0115. The Mountainside Public
Library is located at 1 Constitution
Plaza.

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia
Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Board Eligible

908-232-1231
555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com
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WHS & SPF Baseball Wrap-ups
WHS Boys Lax – June 27

THE WEEK

IN

Thursday, June 20, 2019

SPORTS

Page 9

Sports Section
Pages 9-14

ROMANO, LAWRENCE. PIETREWICZ LED TEAM SCORING
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Blue Devils Had Strong Start;
Finished Softball Season, 21-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Recording 20+ wins is very rare for
any high school softball team but this
year’s Westfield Blue Devils began
with a great jump, received the top
seed for the Union County Tournament (UCT) and the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Tournament, and
although coming up short in both,
finished with a very fine 21-3 record,
which included winning the Union
County Conference Watchung Division title with a 9-0 record..
The Lady Blue Devils were unstoppable in the first half of the season
racking up 13 straight victories, which
included key wins over last year’s UCT
champ Roselle Park (11-1 & 3-2), AL
Johnson (10-3), Cranford (11-0) and
especially a classic 8-6, 11-inning comefrom-behind victory over then sixthranked Middletown North, which fea-

tured a pair of home runs from senior
Julia Romano and one each from sophomore Emma Pietrewicz and freshman
Kalea Calugay.
After topping Union, 9-4, in the
UCT quarterfinals to gain their 13th
win, the Blue Devils hit a temporary
bump in the road with a loss to
Bayonne but bounced back to defeat
Cranford, 8-5, in the UCT semifinal.
The Blue Devils added two more
wins before dropping a 7-1 decision
to Roselle Park for the UCT title.
As the top seed in the North 2,
Group 4 Tournament, the Blue Devils
began with a 12-2 win over Piscataway
then after stopping Governor
Livingston, 5-4, and AJ Johnson, 151, in regular-season games, they defeated Union, 10-5, in the quarterfinals.
The Blue Devils got their 21st win,
topping Elizabeth, 3-2, then ended
their season with a 5-2 setback to

Columbia in the sectional semifinals.
The Blue Devils had a fine and talented mix of upperclassmen and underclassmen with three four-year veterans,
Erica Lawrence, Romano and Gen
Howell, leading the way. Defensively
Romano, as a shortstop, controlled the
infield. Offensively this season, she led
the team with a .571 batting average
(BA) going 44-for-77 with a teamleading 11 doubles and five home runs
to go with her five triples (tied for first).
She also led the team with 37 RBI and
11 walks, and scored 26 runs. Romano
will continue her softball career at
Lafayette College.
Lawrence as the catcher kept everything under control behind the plate
and worked very well with sophomore pitcher Michaela Hobson and
backups senior Emily Su and Calugay.
At the plate, she went 38-for-85 for a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SQUARING OFF TO BUNT...Westfield Blue batter Tyler Pietrewicz, No. 42, squares off to bunt in the game against the
SPF Raiders during the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament 12U Pool A play at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on June 14.

AYALA SCORES WINNER ON DALY’S SAC FLY TO RIGHT

Westfield Blue 12s’ Sac in 7th
Nips SPF in Ripken Pool A, 3-2
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong pitching and strong defense
on the part of both teams dominated
play between the 12-year old
Westfield Blue and the Scotch PlainsFanwood Raiders in Pool A play during the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament at Gumbert 2 Field in

Westfield on June 14. But it took a
sacrifice fly ball to right field off the
bat of Ryan Daly to allow Bennett
Ayala to tag up from third base and
score the winning run in the bottom of
the seventh inning to give the Blue
Devils a 3-2 victory.
The rivalry showdown was a chess
match between coaches when it came

to strategy. The Westfield Blue
Coaches were Brian Pietrewicz, Joe
Alfano, Dan Ives and Jeff Pravlik and
they were matching their wits against
Raider coaches Anthony DiNizo,
Chris Bates and Dallas Lorenzetti.
DiNizo was a recent SPF graduate
who played for the high school team
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

VELTRE 3 RBI; ZALINKANSKAS, KETSCHKE 2 HITS EACH

Cranford Raps Millburn Blue
In Ripken Dist. 12 Pool A, 11-1
David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADER ON OFFENSE...Blue Devil shortstop Julia Romano, left, led the team with a .571 batting average (BA) going 44for-77 with a team-leading 11 doubles and five home runs to go with her five triples (tied for first). She also led the team with
37 RBI and 11 walks, and scored 26 runs.

HALPIN LED GOALS, KALNINS ASST., KUTZER 2ND GBS.

Cougar Boys Won Division;
Finish Lacrosse Season, 17-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Putting the ball in the net seemed to
come easy this year for the Cranford
High School boys lacrosse team and a
major reason for that was the Cougars’ ability to dominate possession.
The result was a perfect 6-0 record to
win the Kimber Division, advancement to the semifinal rounds of the
Union County Tournament (UCT) and
the North Jersey Group 3 Tournament
and a 17-3 overall record.
Cougar Head Coach Al Reinoso
pointed out, “For the first time, the
New Jersey State Interscholastic Lacrosse Officials Association
(NJILOA) awarded us the prestigious
Len Roland Sportsmanship Award,
which was given to me as head coach
and representative of the program.”
The Cougars won their first 12
games of the season before suffering
their only regular-season loss to East
Brunswick in a stinging 12-11 setback. The other losses were to
Westfield, 13-6, in the UCT semifinal

and to top-seeded Chatham, 13-6, in
the sectional semifinal. Chatham went
on to win the title.
“The team set a new program record
with a win streak of 12 games during
the season,” Coach Reinoso noted.
The Cougars began their season
with an 11-9 win over Haddonfield
then after topping St. John Vianney,
10-6, they added big-margin victories over Governor Livingston (GL),
AL Johnson (ALJ), Lakeland and
Dayton before winning a close 10-8
decision over the New Providence
Pioneers. After beating Newark Academy, the Cougars won the “Cole’s
Cup” with a 6-5 win over the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) Raiders. Next
came wins over Montclair Kimberley,
Hanover Park and a tight 7-6 win over
ALJ in the UCT quarterfinals.
After the UCT semifinal loss to
Westfield, the Cougars racked up wins
over Columbia, Oratory and Howell.
As the fourth seed in the North, Group
3 Tournament, the Cougars knocked
off Roxbury in the first round then

had a right down to the wire thrilling,
12-11 triumph over the SPF Raiders
in the quarterfinals before completing their season against Chatham.
For their achievements winning the
Kimber Division, the Cougars had
several athletes receive division recCONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fire power up and down the lineup,
very aggressive base running and effective pitching belonged to Cranford
when the Cougars overran the
Millburn Blue, 11-1, in four innings
during Pool A play of the Cal Ripken
District 12 12U Tournament at
Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield on June
15. The Cougars upped their record
to 3-0 to take over the top spot in Pool
A and would remain there with a win
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
The Cranford Cougar machine consisted of Mike Zalinkanskas, Kevin
Gormely, Josh Ketschke, Patrick
Gosselin, Tyler Veltre, Brody Kandel,
Cayden Carter, Tommy LaTourneau,
Connor Shaw, Brandon DiPaulo, Jack
Donnelly and Jake Katz with coaches
Daryl Carter, Matt Ketschke, Steve
DiPaulo and Joe LaTourneau. The
Millburn Blue Team consisted of

Owen Eller, Jake Roessler, Nate Baris,
Isaac Holland, Toby Snider, Shreyas
Hariharin, Jasper Heitin, Ben

Lawentman, Cathal Brady, Rohan
Yadav, Oren Weinstein and Matt
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEALING THIRD...Cranford’s Josh Ketschke steals third as Millburn Blue
third baseman Isaac Holland awaits the throw at Gumbert 3 Field in on June 14.

WANT A HOME WITH CHARACTER?
Call Joseph Burris 908-305-1583 or John Nash 908-565-0063
to view one of these spectacular homes!

From Central New Jersey to the Jersey Shore...We’ve got you covered!

JOSEPH BURRIS
BROKER ASSOCIATE

908-305-1583
SELLAOM@AOL.COM

JOHN NASH
BROKERASSOCIATE

908-565-0063
JOHN.NASH.NJ
@GMAIL.COM
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OFFENSIVE TERROR...Cougar senior midfielder Conor Halpin, front, led the
team with 62 goals, won 172 of 272 face-offs and scooped 134 ground balls.

eXp Realty, LLC - 1030 Central Avenue, Plainfield, NJ 07060 - PH: 908-305-1583

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."
FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM
CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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RADICE LED IN SCORING; SHIELDS POINTS & ASSISTS

Blue Devils Made UCT Semi;
Finish 8-10 in Girls Lacrosse
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO SLIP ONE IN...Raider senior attacker Noah Costanzo attempts to slip one past Cranford Cougar
goalkeeper Phil Marotta during the North Jersey Group 3 quarterfinal game at Memorial Field in Cranford. Costanzo led
the Raiders this season with 54 goals and boosted his career goal total to 135.

PORTER LED IN POINTS, COSTANZO LED WITH 54 GOALS

Raider Boys Battled, Finished
With 10-8 Record in Lacrosse
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This season consisted of no major
winning streaks and only one minor
losing streak for the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School boys lacrosse
team that finished with a 10-8 overall
record and a 4-2 record in the Bianchi
Division. Seeded fourth, the Raider
boys advanced to the Union County
Tournament (UCT) quarterfinals before losing to fifth-seeded New Providence and also advanced to the second round of the North Jersey, Group
3 Tournament.
Five of the Raiders’ losses were
stingers. After winning three of their
first four games of the season, they
dropped three straight — Bernards
(11-10), Delaware Valley (16-14),
Emmaus, Pa. (10-8). The other two
stinging setbacks were at the hands to
a very familiar foe. Midway through
the season the Raiders lost a 6-5
scorcher to the Cranford Cougars for
the “Cole’s Cup”. Then at the very
end of the season, the Raiders dropped
a 12-11 thriller to the Cougars in the
second round of the North Jersey,
Group 3 Tournament.
The Raiders began their season with
a 13-6 victory over Millburn then after
falling to Westfield, 17-7, they defeated Voorhees, 15-7, and Princeton,
17-9, before going on their three-game
losing streak. Next was a 16-10 regular-season win over New Providence
and a 12-5 triumph over Howell.
After losing the “Cole’s Cup” to
Cranford, the Raiders squeezed by

Somerville, 8-7, then defeated AL
Johnson, 14-9. After losing 10-6 to
New Providence in the UCT, the Raiders lost to Ridge, 13-8, then topped
Livingston, 8-5, and Hillsborough,
16-4. In the first round of the North
Jersey, Group 3 Tournament, the Raiders defeated North Hunterdon, 17-6.
When it came to the attack and
midfield positions, the Raiders were a
senior-heavy team. Senior co-captain/
midfielderAnthony Porter, a First Team
All-State Honoree last year, led the
team in total points with 78 (31 goals,
47 assists) and scooped 65 ground
balls. Porter, who has committed to
play lacrosse at Kean University,
brought his career total to 74 goals and
127 assists for a total of 201 points.
Senior attacker Noah Costanzo led
the team in goals with 54, while adding two assists. Costanzo’s career
goals rose to 135. Junior attacker
Aidan Guma netted 35 goals and 38
assists for 73 total points and senior
midfielder Matt Monroy finished with
35 goals and 14 assists for 49 points.
Senior
midfielder
Tommy
Nakonechny finished with 20 goals
and two assists.
Senior co-captain/midfielder Alex
Oslislo put in nine goals and added 17
assists, while scooping 51 ground
balls. Senior attacker Tom Larmore
netted six goals and three assists, and
senior co-captain/defender Ryan
Johnson, who received all-state honors last year, scored four goals, had
four assists and led the team with 95
ground balls. Senior Dave Kloepfer

Having graduated eight talented
athletes, especially several on the offensive side of the field, this year’s
Westfield High School girls lacrosse
team needed to rely heavily on its
defense headed by senior Claire
Yamano and sophomore Brooke
Scheuermann, while it redesigned its
attack force. Coming off their banner
year where they won their first-ever
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 title,
the Blue Devils did struggle to finish
2-5 in the Stars & Stripes South Division and to finish with an 8-10 overall
record.
The Blue Devils began their season
with a bit of a rough start dropping a
17-7 decision to Northern Highlands
in their season opener then falling to
Mountain Lakes, 9-6. Mountain Lakes
would go on to win its section. After
an easy 17-5 triumph over Saddle
River Day, the Lady Blue Devils found
themselves sporting a 1-4 record when
Mendham startled them, 19-9.
Mendham would eventually win its
section and finish ranked No. 5.
Situations appeared much brighter
when the Blue Devils knocked off
Montclair, 13-10, Somerville, 20-9,
New Providence, 17-6, and
Hillsborough, 15-8, to boost their
record to 5-4. But the buzz saw came

next, a 17-8 loss to Moorestown, a
17-8 loss to Oak Knoll and a 7-6
setback to Immaculate Heart Academy. Oak Knoll and Moorestown
would go on to finish 1-2 in the state
rankings.
The Blue Devils received the third
seed for the Union County Tournament and stopped Scotch PlainsFanwood, 17-3, in the first round before falling to Summit the eventual
winners, 16-11. Next came a 23-13
win over West Deptford and losses to
Chatham, 10-3, and Summit, 16-9. As
the fifth seed in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Tournament, the
Blue Devils lost to fourth-seeded
Hillsborough, 12-11.
Senior attacker Paige Radice led
the team offensively with 46 goals,
while adding five assists for 51 total
points. She had a seven goal, one
assist game against West Deptford.
Radice will attend Ohio State in the
fall. Senior attacker Olivia Shields,
who will play lacrosse at Bucknell
University, finished the season with
42 goals and a team-leading 20 assists for 62 points. She netted four
goals and five assists in the win over
Saddle River Day, and five goals
against New Providence. Entering
the season with 77 goals, Shields
finished her WHS career with 119
goals.

Senior midfielder Nicole
Scheuermann put in 37 goals and
added 11 assists for a total of 48
points. She netted six goals and two
assists against Saddle River Day and
had four goals against SPF and
Hillsborough. Senior midfielder
Carley Farella totaled 28 goals and
seven assists for 35 points. She scored
four goals in the UCT game against
Summit. Farella plans to attend the
University of Colorado-Boulder.
Junior midfielder Mikaela Buoscio
netted 17 goals and four assists for 21
points and plans to attend Elon University. Senior attacker Kellie
Leuthold scored 12 goals and had 10
assists. Anna Fowler netted eight goals
and 12 assists for 20 points and sophomore LJ Kehler netted six goals and
11 assists for 17 points and is credited
with 40 draw controls.
Sophomore attacker Ellie Kate
Brown had five goals and an assist,
Maggie Aslanian had three goals and
eight assists and Addie Cummings
had a goal and three assists. Avery
Hoeft contributed a goal and two assists, and Paige Dumont had a goal.
As the last line of defense, sophomore goalkeeper Mia Fleming made
194 saves.
The Blue Devils will graduate a
number of athletes, so those slots need
to be filled come next Spring.

contributed two goals.
Freshman midfielder Chase Alber
finished with three goals and two assists. Sophomore midfielder Alex
Werkheiser scored three goals and
junior midfielder CJ Bunin scored a
goal and had three assists. Freshman
Matt Power and Charlie Levine each
had a goal.
Squaring off in the center of the
field, junior Bobby Root won 110 of
182 face-offs and scooped 31 ground
balls. Freshman Ethan Costanzo won
93 of 174 face-offs and scooped 55
ground balls. Senior defender Eddie
Smith scooped 38 ground balls and
junior Mike DiFrancesco scooped 39
ground balls. Senior co-captain Tom
Ryan manned the last line of defense
at goalkeeper and finished with 139
saves. His backup, junior Ryan
Lamberta, made 33 saves.
With the graduation of 16 seniors,
a lot of new faces should appear on
the lacrosse field next year at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

S. Pl’s Lipshitz Named
All-Conference Baseball
MADISON — Senior shortstop
Zach Lipshitz of Scotch Plains was
among four players on the Drew University baseball team that made the
All-Landmark Conference baseball
team.
Lipshitz, who earned first-team
honors, led the Rangers in batting
average (.395), hits (51), runs (37)
and home runs (seven).

Coldwell Banker ResidenƟal Brokerage Wesƞield West

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPRINTING PAST SOME ROYALS...Blue Devil senior Carley Farella, No. 17, tries to sprint past a pair of Oak Knoll Royals
at Hoolihan Field. Farella finished her season with 28 goals and seven assists.

LYMAN LED BATTING AVERAGE, RUNS; LERNER LED RBI

SPF Softball Raiders Gained
Experience, Finish Season, 8-16
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dropping their first seven softball
games was certainly not a good sign
but the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders gained experience, made some
changes and played nearly .500 ball
the remainder of the way to finish
with an 8-16 record and a 3-7 record
in the Union County Conference
Mountain Division. Along the way,
the Lady Raiders looked to the future
by placing a freshman on the mound,
while getting some excellent production at the plate from a veteran senior.

then suffered a 13-3 loss to the
Benedictine Green Bees, who later
battled the Roselle Park Panthers in a
nine-inning, 2-1, loss during the Union
County Tournament (UCT) semifinal
round.
The Raiders beat Oak Knoll, 5-1,
lost to Bayonne and Ridge then got
even with Union Catholic in a 4-2
victory. After another loss to Summit
and a 12-0 shutout win over the Academy for Urban Leadership Charter,
the Raiders played well in a 4-3 loss
to the Westfield Blue Devils, who
finished their season with a 21-3

141 Jeīerson Avenue, Wesƞield
Oīered at $889,000

Welcome home to 141 Jeīerson Avenue! This Charming Custom Built Center
Hall Colonial with 4 bedrooms and 2.1 baths is situated in a great locaƟon: close
to Downtown, Parks, Wilson School and NYC TransportaƟon.
David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING INTO SECOND...Raider freshman Sophia Lerner slides into second
base during a game against the Cranford Cougars in late April.

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
Cell: (908) 313-1542
600 North Avenue W. Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-0065

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Subject to
errors and omissions.
©2018 Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker®
is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker® Real
Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. If your

The Raiders began their season with
a stinging 9-8 setback to the Jonathan
Dayton Bulldogs and followed with a
13-5 loss to the Union Catholic Vikings, both Mountain Division opponents. Next came losses to Elizabeth
(11-0), Summit (9-5), Union (6-4),
AL Johnson (7-0) and another
scorcher to Morris Tech (7-6).
Afterwards, the wobbling began to
stabilize and the Raiders trounced
Villa Walsh, 10-1. After a 7-4 loss to
division foe David Brearley, the Raiders got even with Dayton in a 2-1
victory. Next the Raiders thumped
Rahway, 13-2, and shut out Paterson
Eastside, 15-0. The Raiders played a
competitive game against the
Cranford Cougars in a 3-1 setback

record. Sweet revenge came next when
the Raiders beat Brearley, 8-2. In the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament, the Raiders lost 10-3 to thirdseeded Ridge then completed their
season with a 6-0 loss to Union.
Offensively, senior Hannah Lyman
led the team in many categories, which
included a .400 batting average (BA)
with a team-leading 30 hits in 75 atbats. She also led the Raiders in scoring with 24 runs and doubles with
nine, while tying in home runs and
triples with two each. Lyman was
second on the team in RBI with 13
and third in walks with nine, while
being hit once.
Senior Amanda Venezia turned in a
.293 BA, going 20-for-68 with a

double, a home run and 17 runs scored
(2nd on team) and nine RBI. Venezia
was walked 11 times and hit twice.
Senior Casey Ferguson finished with
five hits, three RBI, six walks and
seven runs scored. Senior Meghan
Duthie had six hits and an RBI to go
with three runs scored.
Junior Cassidy Novello recorded a
.319 BA (23-for-72) with five doubles,
12 RBI and 13 runs scored, She also
walked 10 times and was hit once.
Junior second baseman Chrissy
Gubernat had eight hits in 36 at-bats,
scored 11 runs, had five RBI and
walked eight times, while being hit
once. Junior Julia Solsky was 12-for55 with three doubles, seven RBI,
five runs scored and nine walks, while
being hit once. Junior Kelly Nitti had
eight hits, including a pair of doubles,
scored five runs and added 10 RBI,
while being walked six times and being hit by a pitch once.
Sophomore Abby Conklin finished
with nine hits, five RBI, five runs
scored and four walks, while being hit
once. Freshman pitcher Maeve
Kahora had a .250 BA (13-for-52)
with an RBI, two walks and six runs
scored. Freshman Sophia Learner
packed some clout with two home
runs, two triples and three doubles,
going 13-for-64 with 15 runs scored
and a team-leading 18 RBI. Lerner
also drew 10 walks and was hit three
times.
With moderate plate appearances,
freshman Grace Kennedy had a .310
BA with nine hits, including a double,
nine runs scored, five RBI and six
walks. With limited plate appearances,
Kayla Nitti was 3-for-6 with an RBI
and a walk, and Zoe Kekelis was 1for-2 with an RBI.
Kahora did the bulk of the pitching
and in 111.2 innings, yielded 161 hits
and 55 walks, while hitting nine batters and striking out 109 to finish with
a 6-14 record. In 36.1 innings, Venezia
allowed 51 hits, walked five and hit
three batters, while striking out 20 to
finish with a 2-2 record.
The Raiders will return a good number of experienced underclassmen for
next year.
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GARDNER WINNING RBI, DeNORA WHACKS HOME RUN

Mountainside Edges Summit
In Cal Ripken 12U Pool B, 6-5
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dylan Gardner delivered a two-out
bloop single to short right field that
scored Lev Villanueva with the gamewinning run in the bottom of the sixth
inning that secured Mountainside’s
6-5 come-from-behind win over the
Summit Scorpions. The game was a
Ripken District 12U Tournament
match-up played on June 15 at
Gumbert Field in Westfield.
Mountainside also got a solo home
run from Anthony DeNora in the bottom of the third inning.
The game was a well-played battle
between two squads which figure to
be among the better teams in the tournament. The game featured five lead
changes and some outstanding defensive play.
Summit got on the board first in the
top of the first inning when Nick
Kinget’s sacrifice brought home Hank
Walker who had walked earlier in the
inning. Mountainside starting pitcher
Gardner kept the lead at 1-0 when he
struck out Matt Kurek to end the
inning.
Mountainside tied the game and
eventually took a 2-1 lead in the second inning. A pair of walks put
Mountainside in business. Michael
Liloia led off with a walk and then
stole second base. Harry Woodard
also negotiated a walk. Liloia scored
the tying run on a successful double

steal. Woodard scored the go ahead
run when Villanueva laid down a perfect bunt single.
Mountainside took a 3-1 lead in the
third when DeNora came to the plate
and smashed a solo home run over the
leftfield fence.
“I think he threw a slider,” said
DeNora. “I just felt it off of the bat. I
wasn’t sure it was going to get out of
the park. I was happy it made it out.”
Summit rallied with three runs in
the fourth inning to take a 4-3 lead.
The big hit came from Ryan Barber,
who scorched an RBI double into
left-centerfield. Roman Baldwin tied
the game with a sac fly to center. Jake
Easton put the Scorpions on top with
a sacrifice groundout to second that
scored Barber from third.
Mountainside tied it in the fourth
thanks to the hustle and smarts of
Woodard. After working out a leadoff
walk, Woodard proceeded to steal,
second then third base before coming
home on a pitch in the dirt.
Summit got a rally going in the
sixth inning. Barber delivered a leadoff double down the leftfield line.
Baldwin followed with a bloop single
into center giving the Scorpions runners on the corners with no outs.
Easton struck out but Baldwin managed to steal second during his at-bat.
Steven Louiselle also fanned for the
second out. Then Shane Walsh stepped
to the plate and smacked a single back

through the box that scored Barber
from third with the go-ahead run.
Baldwin tried to score all the way
from second but was thrown out at
home plate ending the inning.
Still Summit had forged a 5-4 lead
and was three outs away from the win
heading into the bottom of the sixth.
Woodard was the catalyst once again
after he led off with a walk. Woodard
would once again steal second and
third bases during his teammate’s atbat. Jake Hilongos popped to shortstop for the first out. Villanueva
grounded to second base. Instead of
going with the sure out, Summit tried
to get Woodard at the plate but the
throw was not in time and Woodard
scored the tying run.
Villanueva then stole second base
as Matt Pater struck out for the second out. Gardner came to the plate
and dropped a seeing eye, bloop single
just over the Summit third baseman’s
glove into short leftfield that scored
the speedy Villanueva with the gamewinning run.
“I thought it was just a pop out but
it ended up being just a little blooper
to leftfield,” said Gardner of his game
winning heroics. “I honestly didn’t
think it was going to find it’s way onto
the grass.”
Mountainside improved to 3-1
while Summit fell to 0-3.
Summit
Mountainside

100 301
021 102
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Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COME FROM BEHIND VICTORY...The Mountainside 12Us scored twice in the bottom of the sixth inning to edge Summit,
6-5, in Pool B play of the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament at Gumbert Field 2 in Westfield on June 15.

Lantern Hill
Life is good at

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNERS OVER MILLBURN BLUE...The Westfield Blue 12Us defeated Millburn Blue, 7-0, in Pool A play of the Cal
Ripken District 12 Tournament at Gumbert Field 1 in Westfield on June 16.

GARRETT FIRES SHUTOUT, DALY 2-RUN 2B, PRAVLIK 2 RBI

WF Blue Blanks Millburn Blue
In Ripken 12U District 12, 7-0
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Liam Garrett tossed a complete
game shutout as Westfield Blue defeated Millburn Blue, 7-0, in a Cal
Ripken District 12 12U Pool A game
played on June 16 at Gumbert Field 1
in Westfield. Garrett and Millburn’s
Ben Snider engaged in a classic pitching duel with each hurler holding the
opposition scoreless through four innings.
Westfield Blue finally broke
through in the top of the fifth inning as
they erupted for five runs to break the
scoreless deadlock. Brandon Kelly
got things started with a double to the
leftfield fence. Kelly then stole third
base as Josh Greenwood worked out
a walk to give Westfield Blue runners
at the corners with no outs. Drew
Pravlik then dropped an RBI single
into short leftfield that plated Kelly
with what would turn out to be the
game winning run.
Ryan Daly followed with a two-run

double into the left-centerfield gap
that made it 3-0. Later, Tyler
Pietrewicz would rip a one-out RBI
single into right that made it 4-0.
Aaron Ives delivered a two-out RBI
single to left that increased the Blue
lead to 5-0.
Westfield Blue added two more
runs in the top of the sixth with RBI
coming from Greenwood and Pravlik.
The final score of 7-0 did not indicate
just how close the contest was. With
both pitchers dominating the action
early, the game seemed destined to be
a low-scoring affair.
The turning point in the contest
came in the bottom of the third inning
when Millburn Blue managed to load
the bases with just one out against
Garrett. An infield hit and a pair of
bloop singles put Garrett in a tight
spot with Millburn Blue catcher Matt
Knewitz up at the plate. But Garrett
got him to ground back to the mound.
Garrett fielded the ball fired to home
plate, getting the lead runner with the

relay to first coming in time to complete a much needed inning-ending
double play.
“With the bases loaded, I was thinking that we needed a big out here and
that I needed to force a ground ball, so
I threw a curveball and I got a double
play,” said Garrett. “It worked out
and got us hyped for the rest of the
game. I was a little nervous because it
was a tight game and I didn’t want us
to have to play from behind.”
Westfield Blue’s overall record
stands at 2-1. They will likely advance in District play with a game
against New Providence next on tap.
“This was a good win for us,” said
Westfield Blue Head Coach Brian
Pietrewicz. “The Millburn pitcher was
throwing really well and it put us in a
position to have to make plays to win.
The kids played well in a tight game
and that is something to feel good
about.”
Westfield Blue
Millburn Blue
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New Listing • Open House: Sunday, June 23rd 1-4PM
888 Winyah Avenue, Westfield • $849,900

Discover vibrant senior living at New Providence’s premier community! To meet
growing demand, we’re adding a brand new residence building, Bell Pavilion—
scheduled to open this fall. The new, stylish homes, including the spacious Belvedere,
are selling quickly. Don’t wait to learn more!
Screened-In
Balcony/Patio
13’0” x 5’7”

The Belvedere
One bedroom, one and a half bath
with screened-in balcony or patio

Living/Dining Area
18’1” x 14’5”
Bedroom
13’10” x 14’6”

Linen

Walk-In
Closet
7’7” x 4’8”

W/D

DW

Bath

Kitchen
10’0” x 9’0”

Located in the Heart of Wychwood • 4 Bedrooms • 2.5 Baths
“You Gotta Have Faith”

Powder
Room

13533189

P.

Call 1-800-208-1976 or visit us
online for your free brochure.

Ref.

Sales Associate
Cell: 908-347-3483
535 Mountain Avenue
New Providence, NJ 07974

LanternHillCommunity.com

www.NJTopHomes.com

COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

7-11 of Garwood

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

309 North Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 on Central Ave

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

800 Central Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Devil’s Den

WAHOF’s Class of 2020
Continues the Tradition
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lou Iacoponi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECTION CHAMPS...Representatives of the five previous State Sectional Baseball Championship teams were on hand at
the annual Westfield High School Baseball Banquet to present the 2019 Sectional Championship Trophy to the Blue Devils,
who defeated Ridge for the crown 4-2 on June 1 at Ridge. Due to a logistical issue, the trophy was not available for the
customary on-field presentation. Westfield has previously won the North II, Group IV championship five times (1949, 1988,
2011, 2013, 2018). The 2019 Championship also marks the first time in school history that they have won it in back to back
years. The past representatives were, Team Captain Jake Vall-Llobera (2018), Team Captain Kevin Galasso (2013), Team
Captain AJ Murray (2011), Kevin Zippler (1988) and the Bill Stanzel, the son of 1949 team Captain Rudy Stanzel, who passed
away in 2015. Lou Iacoponi introduced the past winners and then handed the microphone over to Kevin Zippler who then
spoke. The past winners presented the 2019 trophy to Head Coach Bob Brewster, coach Brian Sloan, and the 2019 players.

Blue Devils Had Strong Start; Finish Season, 21-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

.447 BA, which included eight
doubles, three triples and two home
runs. She drew eight walks and was
hit by a pitch once. Lawrence scored
a team-leading 34 runs and added 23
RBI. Lawrence will continue her softball career at St. Joseph’s.
“Julia and Erica’s places on the
field will be tough to fill as they both
have occupied important roles on this
team for the past four years, but we
wish them the absolute best as they
continue their softball careers at the
next level,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin Cheddar said.
Howell, who covered leftfield, recorded a .263 BA going 21-for-80 with
one home run and three doubles. She
walked eight times and also had 15 RBI
and scored 19 runs. In her four plate
appearances, Emily Su singled, scored
once and had an RBI. With limited time
at the plate, senior Emily Wistner made
good of it going 6-for-15 (.400) with
four RBI and four runs scored.
“Our seniors will definitely be
missed. As a group they did an excellent job leading this team. Su and
Wistner led with positivity and encouragement. Howell, Lawrence and
Romano led by example on and off
the field. Genevieve’s positive attitude and strong play has made her an
essential component of our team for
the past three seasons,” Coach Ched-

dar emphasized.
Junior designated hitter Julia
Gagliardi went 19-for-59 with two
home runs, five doubles and a triple
for a .322 BA. Gagliardi had 20 RBI,
scored 16 runs and walked seven
times. One of her home runs came in
the 11-0 victory over Cranford. Junior third baseman Megan Prasek went
3-for-9 (.333 BA) with two doubles,
five RBI and three runs scored. Used
often as a courtesy runner, junior
Caroline Dwyer also contributed a
single and a run scored.
Of the four talented sophomores on
the team, right fielder Pietrewicz had
a super .447 BA going 34-for-76 with
three home runs, five triples and six
doubles to go with her 28 runs scored,
23 RBI and three walks. Second
baseman Molly Stogner had a .386
BA (27-for-70) with six doubles and
two triples to go with 19 RBI, 19 runs
scored and five walks. As a flex player
Allie Fernandez covered first base
but did get some plate appearances
going 3-for-11 with three runs scored
and an RBI.
At the plate, Hobson went 15-for52 (.288 BA) with one home run and
a double, 10 RBI, 11 runs scored and
seven walks. On the mound, Hobson
in 115.1 innings, allowed 103 hits and
39 walks with 10 hit batters, while
recording 122 strikeouts to finish with

a 21-2 record. Calugay pitched 18.1
innings, yielding 24 hits and four
walks, while hitting four batters and
striking out 15 to finish with an 0-1
record. Su pitched 24.1 innings, allowing 23 hits and one walk, while
striking out 10.
The two freshmen starters, Calugay,
a centerfielder, and third baseman
Alivia Macaluso, really demonstrated
that they could fit in well. As the
leadoff hitter, Calugay finished with a
.397 BA going 31-for-78 with four
home runs, four triples, six doubles
and a team-leading 19 walks. She also
led the team in stolen bases with eight,
scored 31 runs and added 21 RBI.
Macaluso had a .375 BA (33-for-88)
with eight doubles, three home runs,
three triples and six free passes. She
also had 16 RBI and scored 30 runs.
Three super seniors will be graduating but the underclassmen have
learned very well from their leadership, which should lead to another
very promising season next year.
“Overall we are really proud of our
season. Winning 21 games is something that hasn’t been done in our
program for some time now and it’s a
testament to everyone’s hard work on
a daily basis. This daily hard work
allowed us to win our Conference,
which was one of our goals coming
into the season,” Coach Cheddar said.

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NOT JUST A CATCHER...Blue Devil senior Erica Lawrence, right, proved that she was highly capable of playing first base
as well as catcher. She also proved that she was deadly at the plate as one of the team leaders offensively.

The Westfield Athletic Hall of and a four-time YMCA national gold state and an all-America.
Kevin Monroe (’77): A three-year
Fame, created in 1993 by the Westfield medalist on back-to-back Y National
Bicentennial Committee, recently se- champion teams, he was one of the letter winner in basketball for coach
Neil Horne, ‘Spud’ and Russell Bowlected its 14th induction class. It will greats in school history.
Brandon Heroux (’08): He won the ers formed the “Spud and Boo Show”
be honored on Nov. 23, 2020 at
individual javelin title at Penn Relays in 1977. He finished with 925 career
Shackamaxon Country Club.
By any standards, it’s another out- as a WHS senior and as a College of points, No. 4 all-time when he gradustanding group. Individually, these William and Mary junior. A two-time ated (behind three Hall of Famers).
athletes won 36 Union County, 18 conference, county and sectional He also played pro basketball for 10
state sectional, and 16 state champi- champion in high school; a four-time years in Europe and South America.
Ed Tranchina: A successful footonships, set 39 school records, and Colonial Athletic Association chamball coach with 87 wins and 10 allpion in college.
earned numerous all-county (33),
state players in 19 seasons, he also
all-state (23), all-America (8), New
enjoyed success as the athletic diJersey and Union County Player
rector, with WHS winning 28 state
and/or Coach of the Year honors.
team titles during his 17 years.
They are (alphabetically):
He’s also in the New Jersey FootCarol Lee (Weis) Allebaugh:
ball Coaches Hall of Fame, and is
She put WHS cheerleading on the
both a former Union County Coach
map in New Jersey during her 13
and Athletic Director of the Year.
years (1971-83) as the coach. She
1986 boys soccer team: The first
also taught at the school from
state Group 4 champion in program
1965-98.
history went 20-2-2 under coach
Adam Bergo (’08): A county,
Walt Leonow, scoring a school
conference, sectional and Meet of
record 109 goals, and allowing just
Champions winner – and school
18. Anthony Coleman, Mike Drury,
record-holder – in the high jump.
Tony Frasso, Chris Freer and Brad
He is the only WHS high jumper
Shapiro earned all-state.
to clear 7-feet, while winning East1995 boys soccer team: Coach
ern States. Later a multi-time Big
George Kapner’s team went 21-3,
East Conference high- and triplescoring 66 goals and allowing just
jump champion at Rutgers.
11. Vince Brodo recorded 14 of
Kenny Blackwell (’73): He set
the team’s 17 clean sheets. The
school records in the long jump
Devils won conference, state secand as a member of several statetional and state Group 4 titles, and
champion sprint relays. He was a
were ranked No. 1 in the New
two-time conference, county and
Jersey Soccer Coaches Associasectional long jump champion, and
tion poll.
state Group 4 winner as a senior.
1998-2001 gymnastics teams:
Claudia Carnevale (’90): She
Their four-year record was 47-0,
earned nine letters, three each in
with four Union County and four
field hockey, basketball and softstate sectional titles. At team states,
ball, and was captain and Most
they finished fourth, second, secValuable Player of each. She
ond and second. Ellen Kovac
posted 19 shutouts as the field
coached the first two years, then
hockey goalie, scored 533 points
Melissa Greenwald was in charge
in basketball (No. 17 all-time, and
the second two. Among their best
No. 5 when she graduated) and hit
performers were twins Jessica and
.372 in softball while playing
Lauren Caravello, Julie Elmuccio
shortstop.
Neil Chamberlin (’72): A three- Kevin ‘Spud’ Monroe dunks over two Linden and Laurie Hogan.
***
year letter winner in football (end defenders during a 1977 home basketball game.
An Old-Timers Committee was
and safety) and baseball (middle
Steve Locker (’87): He was all- formed this year to consider candiinfielder), he was all-county and allstate in both sports. The football teams county as a senior on the 1986 state dates who graduated from the school
went 26-0-1. He was later a two-time Group 4 soccer champions, the state’s prior to 1960. Here are their six
all-Ivy League end at Princeton, where No. 1 team. He started on three la- choices, who will be posthumously
he set school records for receptions crosse teams that made the state final honored:
Elwyn ‘Eli’ Britten (’28): The four(winning twice), and was the N.J.
and yards.
Jay Cook (’02): He earned three Player of the Year, earning first team year class president was also a threeyear, three-sport star: an all-county
letters each in football, basketball and all-state and all-America.
Ed MacCloskey Sr. (’43): An out- quarterback, point guard and all-state
baseball. He was selected to represent Union County in the 2003 standing football (three TDs in one pitcher (with one no-hitter). Eli shares
Snapple Bowl, netted 682 career game) and baseball (team captain) the school record for hits in a game
points (No. 21 all-time), and set school player at WHS, ‘Red’ served in the with five.
Sam Bunting: The Latin and Spanrecord with a hard-to-imagine 40- Marines during the Second World
game hitting streak while batting .404 War. Later he spent four years (1949- ish teacher coached the WHS tennis
52) in the minor leagues as a pitcher. team for 24 years (1941-65), posting
for his career.
Ed MacCloskey Jr. (’70): A two- a 268-57-1 record. His teams won
Keith Davis (’73): The leading
rusher on the 1972 state champion year letterman in football, indoor track three sectional and three state chamfootball team, he returned a school- and baseball. Skeeter averaged a pionships.
Frank Esposito (’33): A one-man
record six kicks (four punts, two kick- school record 24.0 yards per catch as
offs) for touchdowns. He was also a a senior and was a rugged safety, ran cross-country team years before WHS
conference, county, sectional, state the quarter-mile for the state Group 4 had an official squad, he finished third
Group 4, and Grand Champion (now indoor champs, pitched a no-hitter and second at states, and also eighth
the Meet of Champions) in the 180 and also hit two over-the-fence home and fourth at nationals. The Garwood
resident was captain of the basketball
low hurdles. (Note: The WAHOF has runs in one game.
Chris Mattes (’07): A four-year let- team, captured the indoor state mile
been unable to contact Mr. Davis, so
if anyone knows how to locate him, ter winner in soccer and lacrosse, he title, was a county and state mile champlease contact me or Sandy Mamary was co-captain of both as a senior. pion in outdoor track, and also played
All-county and all-state Group 4 first some shortstop in baseball.
at WHS.)
Walt Hansgen (’40): The National
Doug Eakeley (’64): Captain of the team in soccer, he was all-area and
1964 swim team, he was a two-time all-division in lacrosse. Later starred Driver of the Year in 1957 and 1959,
gold medalist at counties and a three- at Rutgers and played in Major League he posted 106 victories and 162 topthree finishes in 244 starts on the
time state champion at states, swim- Lacrosse.
Erin Miller (’08): When she gradu- NASCAR and Formula 1 circuits. He
ming on three state champion squads.
Also played on tennis teams that fin- ated, Miller had literally rewritten the was killed in a crash during trials for
ished second and third at states, was girls basketball school record book, the 1966 LeMans Grand Prix.
John Kerman (’37): A three-year,
senior class president and won the including career points (1,580), seaBooster award as the best senior ath- son points (495), career assists (343) two-way tackle in football and an
and career steals (315). She was all- outstanding discus thrower (fourth,
lete.
Harvey Gerber (’66): A five-time county all four years, third-team all- third at states) and shot putter in track.
He was an all-Pacific Coast Confercounty,
five-time
Eastern
ence guard, starting on the unbeaten
Interscholastics winner, four-time
Probitas Verus Honos
Stanford team that beat Nebraska in
state champ, seven-time all-America,
the 1940 Rose Bowl.
Ken Welch (’50): A state and Eastern Interscholastic diving champion
as a senior, after finishing second to
teammate Bob Clotworthy for two
years. Ken also starred at Yale, where
he was the first diver to be selected
ANGELO QUERQUES
team captain, helping the Elis win the
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
NCAA title as a junior.
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK
CARLY’S ROAD TO RECOVERY
Paver Walkways
Happy to report that in just 12 days,
Shingle Roofs
Flat Roofs
the GoFundMe page on Facebook
Sidewalks
Slate Roofs
Siding
created by Kathleen Bond for her
Steps
Free Estimates • Fully Insured
classmate and friend Carly Friedman
Culture Stone
Tel: 908-684-1500
has raised more than $62,500 of their
Cell:
908-596-0200
Water Proofing
$65,000 goal – with donations from
Email: rocky@libertyroof.com
almost 950 people. Friedman suffered
Phone: 973-672-7599
www.LibertyRoof.com
horrific injuries recently after being
NO PAYMENT TILL JOB IS COMPLETE
Cell: 973-222-7335
run over by a hit-and-run driver. She
will need multiple surgeries, which
are costly. It’s never too late to make
a donation.
Next week: Devils of the Year

Goods & Services Directory

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755
OLIVER A

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

PAVING
Driveways • Parking Lots
Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

908-753-7281

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering
Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

Support Local Journalism

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

goleader.com/subscribe
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Westfield Blue 12Us Nip SPF Raiders in Ripken
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

and Lorenzetti is still a member this
year’s Union County Tournament
championship team.
The Raiders consisted of Cooper
Stahley, Ryan Watt, Jack Sponheimer,
Ryan Sacchetti, CJ Bates, Jack
Masterson, Jackson Lorenzetti,
Xavier Vega, Jack Byrne, Owen
Dimon and David Camba. The
Westfield Blue consisted of Jake Park,
Aaron Ives, Jake Alfano, Liam Garrett,
Brendan Kelly, Josh Greenwood,
Drew Pavlik, Ayala, Gavin Dwyer,
Daly, Tyler Pietrewicz and Colin
Williard.
Blue Devil pitchers Greenwood and
Pravlik combined to allow eight hits
but only one walk and one hit batter,
while striking out four batters. Raider
pitchers Stahley, Sponheimer and
Vega allowed only four clean hits,
while striking out three, but the Blue
Devils took advantage of seven walks
and a hit batter.
The Raiders did pose a threat in the
top of the first inning. Stahley beat out
a leadoff infield single toward first.
After Watt lined out to right field,
Sponheimer added another infield
single. After a double steal, the Raiders had runners on second and third
with one out but Greenwood struck
out a batter then got Bates to ground
out to second. In the Blue Devil first,
Ives (2-for-3) drilled a one-out double
to right. After Watt chased down

Alfano’s fly ball in leftfield, Garrett
walked but Watt got the third out
when he snagged Kelly’s liner.
Two straight fine defensive plays,
the first by Ayala at second and the
second by Ives in center, held the Raiders scoreless in the second.After Greenwood led off the Blue Devil second
with a single to left and stole second,
Pravlik struck out then Vega grabbed
Ayala’s liner in center and alertly fired
to Sponheimer at second to complete
an inning-ending double play.
The Blue Devils were limited to
one run in the third. First baseman
Bates pulled off a great stretch to get
the first batter out. Pietrewicz struck
out but the ball got past the catcher, so
he dashed safely to first then would
later steal second. Byrne made a nice
third-to-first play to get the second
out then Ives yanked a sharp RBI
single to right, scoring Pietrewicz.
Once again, Watt made a great running catch to record the third out.
The Raiders answered with a run in
the fourth. Sacchetti whacked a long
double to right-center and Bates laid
down a bunt single. Masterson
grounded out to first but Sacchetti
attempted to score and got caught in a
rundown for the second out. In the
meantime, Bates wiggled his way
around the bases and scored on a
throwing error.
Garrett drew a leadoff walk in the

Westfield fourth and Kelly was hit by
a pitch. After Coach DiNizo called a
conference on the mound, Stahley
struck out the next batter then Garrett
got caught in a rundown between second and third for the second out,
which really paid off because Pravlik
and Ayala both walked to load the
bases. The next batter grounded out
to second.
The Raiders took a 2-1 lead in the
fifth. Byrne doubled to right, Stahley
plopped a 40-foot single in front of
first and Watt dribbled a 20-foot RBI
single near the third base line. But the
Blue Devils answered to knot the
score. Daly walked and stole first.
Park popped up to second then Watt
made another super catch of Ives’
shot in left. Alfano walked. Daly stole
third then scored on a wild pitch.
Neither team scored in the sixth but
Masterson slapped a one-out single to
right and sped to second when the ball
slipped past the fielder. As Masterson
attempted to take third, he became the
victim of a great right-to-short-tothird relay.
When the Raiders failed to score in
the seventh, the Blue Devils came to
the plate and Ayala beat out an infield
single and later stole second and third.
Dwyer walked then Daly lofted his
game-winning RBI sac fly to right.
Sc Pl-Fanwood
Westfield Blue
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more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING A FULL CUT AT THE BALL...SPF Raider Ryan Sacchetti takes a wicked cut at the ball while Westfield Blue
catcher Liam Garrett prepares to catch it. Sacchetti blasted a double to right field in the fourth inning.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WILD THROW PAST THIRD...Cranford third baseman Mike Zalinkanskas watches the wild throw from home as Millburn
Blue Miller Jake Roessler slides into the base during the first inning. Roessler would score on the play.

Cranford Raps Millburn Blue in Ripken Dist.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Knewitz with coaches Ernie Knewitz
and Evan Molka, a standout on the
Millburn Millers High School team
that played Westfield last year for the
sectional championship. Molka will
attend Notre Dame.
In those four innings, the Cougars
progressively unloaded on the Blue
Millers to total 12 hits, including three
doubles. Veltre crushed an RBI ground
rule double and sizzled a two-run
single, while scoring once. Ketschke
singled twice, scored twice and stole
a pair of bases. Zalinkanskas rapped
an RBI double, singled and scored
once. Kandel had an RBI sacrifice fly
and an RBI single, while scoring once.
Carter slashed a two-run single that
ended the game via 10-run rule,
walked and scored once. In his two
plate appearances, LeTourneau ripped
an RBI double, walked and scored
once. Shaw had an RBI single and
scored once. Gosselin had an RBI
single, scored once and walked.
Gormely singled and scored, and
Donnelly scored once.
Gosselin, who pitched all four innings, limited the Millburn Blue to
just three hits, while walking three
and striking out four batters. No batter on the Millers had more than two
plate appearances. Roessler made
good on both of his with a single and
a double, while scoring once.
Hariharin had a single, while Baris,

Holland and Brady all walked once.
Millburn Blue actually scored the
first run of the game. Roessler singled
and stole second. When he attempted
to swipe third, it resulted in a throwing error, so he skipped home for the
score. But the Cougars answered with

his RBI ground rule double that slid
under the leftfield fence.
Cranford added two runs in the second. LeTourneau drew a leadoff walk,
stole second, moved to third on a passed
ball then scored on Shaw’s ground
single near third. Zalinkanskas brought
Shaw home with his RBI
double to deep leftfield. Three
more Cougars scored in the
third to stretch the lead to 6-1.
Ketschke wiggled an infield
single, stole second then
scored when Gosselin singled
over second. Kandel lofted
his RBI sac fly to right field.
Carter walked then scored on
LeTourneau’s double down
the right field line.
The Cougars ended the
game early when they
erupted for five runs on five
hits and an error in the bottom of the fourth. Donnelly
reached first on a throwing
error. Zalinkanskas drilled a
single to left and Gormely
loaded the bases with his
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times chopping infield single.
THREE-HITTER...Cranford pitcher Patrick Veltre bounced his two-run
Gosselin tossed a three-hitter against Millburn. single to left, Kandel looped
an RBI single to left and
a run. Ketschke beat out a 20-foot Carter yanked his game-ending twoinfield dribbler, swiped second and run single to right.
dashed to third on a throwing error. Millburn Blue
100 0
1
Gosselin walked then Veltre whacked Cranford
123 5
11

OPEN SUNDAY 1 - 4 PM

BI-LEVEL/RAISED RANCH
$659,000
CLARK
4 BR, 3 Bath Home with separate GL in-law suite. FR w/WBF, EIK,
FDR, HWF, CAC. Deck, large yard, paver patio and 2 car attached gar.

Carol DiGraci

$739,000
COLONIAL
SCOTCH PLAINS
5/6 BR, 3 Bath Colonial. FLR w/gas fplc, FR, EIK w/SS appl, fin
WO bsmt w/rec rm, laundry and storage, HWF, patio, att gar(2).

Jacqueline “Jackie” Mandell

$969,000
CLARK
NEW CONSTRUCTION
4 BR, 2.5 Bath Colonial on Cul-De-Sac. Open floor plan, FR w/Gas
fplc, Master Suite, Walk Out bsmt, front porch, Mud Rm, att gar(2).

SCOTCH PLAINS
$834,900
COLONIAL
4 BR, 2.5 Bath Col in Heather Glen 55+ on a Cul-De-Sac. FR w/gas
fplc, FDR, Master Suite, private garden w/patio. Clubhouse/pool.

Amy Levine

$825,000
COLONIAL
WESTFIELD
4BR, 2.5Bth Colonial. FLR, FDR, EIK, FR w/gas fplc, fin bsmt,
patio, fenced-in backyard, office, MBR Suite, attic, att gar(2).

Jacqueline “Jackie” Mandell

Sales Associate
of the Month
Carol
DiGraci
Top Lister
for the Month
of May

CUSTOM HOME
MOUNTAINSIDE
$1,150,000
Custom home on a spectacular .81 acre private sanctuary. 4 BRs,
4 Baths, LR w/WBF, FDR w/gas fplc, gourmet EIK, sunny FR.

Patricia “Patty” O’Connor

Carol DiGraci

Carol DiGraci

CENTER HALL COLONIAL
WESTFIELD
$1,215,000
5BR, 3F/2H Bath CHC. Open Floor Plan, HWF, FLR w/fplc, FDR, FR,
Mud Room w/Laundry, MBR Suite, fin bsmt. Private backyard w/patio.

CLARK
NEW CONSTRUCTION
$939,000
5 BR, 4 Bath Colonial on Cul-De-Sac. Open floor plan, FR w/gas
fplc, Master Suite, HWF, Front Porch, 2 car garage, paver patio.

Sales Associate
of the Month
Jacqueline
“Jackie” Mandell
Top Sales
for the Month
of May

COLONIAL
$899,000
WESTFIELD
4/5 BR, 3.5 Bath Col. Open Floor Plan, 1st floor BR & Bath, fin bsmt,
EIK w/SS appl, FDR, Den, MBR Suite, Mud Rm off garage, CAC.

Phyllis Stern

Alan Rubin

Sales Associate
of the Month
Peter Lisciotto
Top Dollar Volume
& Top Units
for the Month
of May

Jacqueline “Jackie” Mandell

8FTUæFME0GæDFq

R E A L T O R S

®

Equal Housing
Opportunity
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D. Blair Corbin’s
Raiders
Blue Devils
Cougars

Walk Down Memory Lane

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times. Sneaking a peek at
late June 2014 and 2015.
June 18, 2014: Town rivalries produced top-notched competition and it
played out in a battle between two
unbeaten teams in the Cal Ripken
District 12 Tournament at Gumbert 1
Field in Westfield. The Westfield 12s,

rapped an RBI double to left-center.
June 20, 2014: Two brilliant defensive plays in the top of the fifth
and a solo home run in the bottom of
the inning off the bat of Griffin
Rooney set the stage for pitcher Christian Pansini to slam the door with
three straight strikeouts in the sixth
to give the Westfield 12s a 6-5, comefrom-behind victory over Millburn

ALL-KIMBER DIVISION HONERS...Cougar long stick Adam Kutzer, No. 22,
received All-Kimber Division Honorable Mention honors this season.

ond, respectively, Parker Melchiorre
dropped a bunt between home and
the pitcher’s mound as Carrea came
barreling towards the plate. Carrea
slid under Westfield catcher Matt
Melao, tying the score as the throw
deflected off his glove. Pachkowski
was now on third as Tommy
Korzeneski stepped to the plate.
Westfield pitcher Ian Gannaway released the ball and Korzeneski put
down a perfect bunt single between
the mound and the first baseline as
Pachkowski sprinted home to give
Cranford a 2-1 victory.
June 22, 2015: Drama reached its
height in the bottom of the sixth in-

Cougar Boys Won Division;
Finished the Season, 17-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

ognition in addition to some who received All-State honors. Conor
Halpin, Phil Marotta, Dante Cassaro,
Justin Marko and Cole Blazek all
were voted to the All-Division First
Team. Liam Loughlin and Adam
Kutzer both made Honorable Mention. Also, Halpin was voted as the
Player of the Year for the Kimber
Division.
Senior midfielder Halpin was the
person who got the ball heading in the
Cougars’ direction. Halpin won 172
of 272 face-offs and scooped 134
ground balls, which allowed the Cougars to have possession the vast majority of the time. Halpin led the team
with 62 goals and added 12 assists for
a team-leading point total of 74.
Among his many big-scoring games,
Halpin had a seven goals with one
assist game against Lakeland. He
scored six goals against East
Brunswick, notched five goals and an
assist against Haddonfield, netted five
goals against GL, had four goals and
an assist against Hanover Park and
ALJ, and scored four goals against
Roxbury.
Halpin, who will continue his lacrosse career in college at Stevenson
University, was voted to the First Team
All-State Group 3 team. He was also
selected to play in the Gil Gibbs Senior All-Star Classic Game.
Next on the offensive chart was
senior attacker Cassaro, who fired in
42 goals and added 21 assists. Cassaro
also had 60 ground balls. Cassaro
netted five goals and an assist in the
win over ALJ, had three goals and an
assist against Hanover Park and scored
four goals against Roxbury.
Junior midfielder Blazek scored 34
goals and had 12 assists. He also scooped
53 ground balls. In the sectional game
PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
(In Compliance with Open Public
Meetings Act – Chapter 231)
*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY
SCHEDULED MEETINGS*
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will meet in Executive Session
on Monday, June 24, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. for
the Superintendent Review. Meeting will
take place in the Administration Building,
512 Cedar Street, Scotch Plains.
No action will be taken.
Deborah Saridaki
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 06/20/19, The Times
Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY
The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was introduced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Borough Council of the
Borough of Garwood, in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey, on June 13,
2019. It will be further considered for final
passage, after public hearing thereon, at a
meeting of the Borough Council to be held
at its meeting room in the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey, on June 27, 2019 at 7:15 P.M.
During the week prior to and up to and
including the date of such meeting copies
of the full ordinance will be available, at no
cost and during regular business hours, at
the Clerk’s office for the members of the
general public who shall request the same.
The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:
BOND ORDINANCE NO. 19-12
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF A NEW LADDER
FIRE TRUCK IN, BY AND FOR
THE
BOROUGH
OF
GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $1,300,000 TO
PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO
FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN
ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.
Purpose(s): Acquisition of a new ladder
fire truck, including original apparatus and
equipment, in, by and for the Borough.
Appropriation: $1,300,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $1,238,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $-0Section 20 Costs: $20,000
Useful Life: 10 years
This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood
County of Union
State of New Jersey
1 T - 06/20/19, The Leader Fee: $51.51

against SPF, Blazek had three goals and
three assists. He also had three goals
and two assists against Howell and three
goals and an assist against Lakeland.
Blazek was voted to the Second Team
All-State Group 3 team.
Sophomore attacker Nate Caldwell
proved to be a factor with 30 goals
and 10 assists, while scooping 44
ground balls. Caldwell scored four
goals and an assist against Newark
Academy and also netted four goals
and an assist against Dayton.
Junior midfielder Mike Kalnins
became a great setup man and led the
team with 26 assists, while netting 13
goals and scooping 54 ground balls.
Senior attacker Ryan Echavarria finished with 10 goals, nine assists and
45 ground balls. Sophomore
midfielder Andrew Goldfeder finished
with four goals, five assists and 35
ground balls.
Long stick Kutzer was second on
the team with 89 ground balls and
also got into the scoring act with a pair
of goals and three assists. Senior
midfielder Anthony Granata had a
goal and an assist. Midfielder Steve
Shore had four goals and 25 ground
balls. Dante Blazek scored once.
As a solid wall on defense,
Loughlin, a junior, scooped 40 ground
balls. Defender Marko finished with
17 ground balls. Marko will also continue to play at Hood College (Division III, Maryland).
Marotta, a senior, was very stubborn to opponents as the goalkeeper
and recorded 193 saves. Marotta was
voted to the Third Team All-State
Group 3 team. Backup Matt Coates
recorded 11 saves.
With the graduation of so many
super seniors, there should be a lot of
hungry Cougars waiting to fill the
slots next year.
PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-003323-19
FILE NO. 26358-19
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
JERMAINE BEMBERY;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which JOHN VENUTOLO is the
plaintiff and PAUL RAPCION, ET ALS; are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-00332319 within thirty-five (35) days after June
20, 2019 exclusive of such date. If you fail
to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Amended Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice
and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may communicate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:
1. A certain tax certificate 16-00133,
sold on 10/20/2016, dated 10/21/2016,
and was recorded on 10/21/2016 in Book
14174 at Page 486, made by TERRI
MALANDA, Collector of Taxes of UNION
TOWNSHIP, and State of New Jersey to
JOHN VENUTOLO and subsequently assigned to plaintiff, JOHN VENUTOLO. This
covers real estate located in UNION
TOWNSHIP, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 3 BLOCK
5801 as shown on the Tax Assessment
Map and Tax Map duplicate of UNION
TOWNSHIP and concerns premises commonly known as 19 CRESTON AVENUE,
UNION TOWNSHIP, New Jersey.
YOU, JERMAINE BEMBERY, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on June 13, 2016, a child
support judgment was entered in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Union County,
by Jermaine Bembery against Paul B
Rapcion disclosing a debt in the amount of
$26,418.97, plus interest and costs. Said
judgment was entered as Judgment No. J095301-2016. Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: June 13, 2019
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 6/20/19, The Leader
Fee: $66.81

David B. Corbin (June 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING THE TYING RUN...Cranford’s Joe Carrea slides home safely on a
squeeze play in the sixth inning as the ball deflects off Westfield Black catcher Matt
Melao. Cranford added another successful bunt to win, 2-1 (June 2015).

ning in a Cal Ripken 10U District 12
Tournament quarterfinal game between Berkeley Heights and Westfield
White at Booth Field in Scotch Plains.
With the score tied, 4-4, and with
Ethan Stack’s pinch runner Connor
Loggie on first base, Noah Fischer
stepped to the plate and crushed a
two-run home run over the leftcenterfield fence to give the Westfield
White 10s that dramatic, 6-4, victory.
Fischer pitched four innings for the
Westfield White and allowed three
hits, while walking one and striking
out three. Ben Kelly pitched the next
two innings, giving up two hits and
walking two, while striking out one.

David B. Corbin (June 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING UNDER THE TAG...Westfield 12s’ Will Kessler slides under the tag
of Cougar shortstop Connor Katz in the fourth inning of the Cal Ripken District
12 Tournament at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on June 18, 2014.

as the visiting team, took advantage
of a few throwing errors and two wild
pitches to score two runs in the top of
the fifth inning then shutdown the
Cranford Cougars in their last two atbats to pull out a 5-4 victory.
Tim Alliegro added some big time
emphasis at the plate when he hammered a solo home run over the
centerfield fence in the first inning
then launched a solo blast over the
right field fence in the fourth. He also
walked and scored what turned out to
be the winning run in the fifth.
Blue Devil Andrew Eschausse
singled, stole a base and scored in the
fifth. Will Kessler knocked a pair of
singles, stole three bases and scored
once. Griffin Rooney and Hank
Meiselman each rapped a pair of
singles and Danny Kohler slashed a
single.
Cougar Jeremy Ruka walked three
times. Jake DiClerico drilled a single
to center, Jack Jarosz walked and
Max Wischusen whacked a two-run
single to right. Connor Katz singled
and stole second and Mike Murphy

B in the pool play round of the Cal
Ripken District 12 Tournament at
Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield.
Pansini pitched the final three innings, allowing only a single in the
fifth then he added the finishing
touches when he struck out the side
in the sixth. Will Kessler chopped a
two-run double to left in the third
inning to score Tim Alliegro and
Rooney, who had both singled.
Kessler would also score.
June 19, 2015: Rarely does anyone ever get to witness a successful
suicide squeeze performed in 12-yearold baseball. But two in a row is
unheard of. That is until the bottom of
the sixth inning in the Cal Ripken
District 12 semifinal game between
the Cranford Cougars and the
Westfield Black at Gumbert 1 Field
in Westfield.
Westfield Black was clinging to a
1-0 lead entering that fateful inning.
With Cougar Joe Carrea, who singled
and stole second, and Luke
Pachkowski, who also singled and
stole second, lurking at third and sec-

David B. Corbin (June 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY CLOSE AT FIRST...Westfield White 10U runner Anthony Buoscio steps
on first before the ball gets to the glove of Berkeley Heights first baseman Basil
Castrovinci in the Ripken Tournament at Booth Field in Scotch Plains (June 22).

St. Bart’s Oltimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:
ST. BART’S STANDINGS:
TEAM
W L
T
Pct
St. George
4 1
.800
St. Joseph
5 2
.714
St. Anthony
3 2
.600
St. Wolfgang
4 3
.571
St. Vincent
2 2
.500
St. Sebastian
2 3
1 .417
St. Michael
2 5
.286
St. Francis
0 4
1 .100
(According to St. Bart’s website)

St. Wolfgang 12, St. Sebastian 6
St. Wolfgang plated seven runs in
the third inning. The Wolfgang offense in the inning was led by Thomas
Ulichny, Walt Patrylo, Tom Fazio,
Vincent Fumero, Joe Oporto and Paul
Bifani, who each had RBI. Pitcher
Eddie Fernandez went the distance,
surrendering 14 hits.
St. Wolfgang racked up 20 hits.
Fazio, Fumero, Ulichny, Bifani, Floyd
Roberts, Daniel Schneyder, and
Patrylo all managed multiple hits. For
St. Sebastian, Mike Markowycz, CapPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the
undersigned has filed an application with
the Planning Board of the Town of Westfield
for Preliminary and Final Site Plan approval, variances, exceptions and waivers, if any, for lands known as 203, 209 and
215 Ross Place, Block 3007, Lots 3, 4, and
5.
The Applicant seeks a building permit to
construct three multi-family buildings containing a total of 10 residential units.
The lots conform to the current zone
requirements of the RP-AHD Zone. Applicant believes that no variance, waiver or
exception is required in order to grant the
approval requested. However, if the Board
directs that a variance, exception or waiver
is needed, the Applicant may seek same in
accordance with such direction.
A copy of the proposed plans and application are on file with the Secretary to the
Board and are open for inspection during
regular business hours at the office of said
Secretary, located at 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey, during regular business hours.
The application will be considered by the
Board on Monday, July 1, 2019, at 7:30
p.m., in the Westfield Town Hall located at
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey. A hearing will be held by the Board
at that time during which members of the
public will be heard on the matter.
Peter Francis
Applicant
Submitted by:
Vincent T. Bisogno, Esq.
Bisogno, Loeffler & Zelley, L.L.C.
88 South Finley Avenue
P.O. Box 408
Basking Ridge, New Jersey 07920
1 T - 06/20/19, The Leader Fee: $38.76

tain Wells Pikaart (Booming Triple),
Francis Vecchione and Steven Pirella
each managed multiple hits.
St. George 12, St. Francis 6
St Francis did collect 14 hits but St
George had 20 hits. The Georgie bats
were led by Eric “Nails” Hastrup, Frank
Samuelian, ReiSantiago and Ryan Peters, all sending runners across the
plate with RBI. Winning pitcher Bryan
Munoz struck out one and walk one.
Losing pitcher Howard Bialos
walked one. Bialos, Mike
Cunningham, Ed Villaverde, Gus
Alvarez and Louis Balestriere each
managed multiple hits for St Francis.
Peters (4-for-4), Samuelian, Munoz,
Hastrup, Donnie “Baseball” Rinaldo,
Rich Reich and Santiago each collected multiple hits for St George.
St. Joseph 19, St. Michael 6
St Michael did collect 16 hits but St
Joseph had 33 hits. Chris “Tex” San
Juan homered twice and drove in eight
runs to pace the victors. St Joseph
bashed four home runs. James Barba
homered in the fifth inning, Tony
Perconte homered in the fourth and
San Juan went yard in the first and
third innings.
Pitcher Glenn Gang, Brian Weber,
Jonathan Villegas, Chris Paterek,
Daryl Palmieri and Jack Kennedy all
managed multiple hits for St Michael.
Michael Abram (5-for-5), Barba,
Pitcher Harold Hopler, San Juan, Billy
Scheiner, Billy Mellone, Dave “Gourmet” Merkel, Perconte, Captain Tom
Grycan and Tom “5th Race” Swales
each collected multiple hits for St
Joseph.

NATIONAL CHAMP...Westfield’s Liam Morris was national individual champion in floor, high bar, still rings, parallel bars, vault and all-around events.

Westfield’s Liam Morris Wins
National Title in Gymnastics
The 2019 USAG JD1 (11-12yr)
Men’s National Gymnastics competition was hosted on April 27 at Gross
Arena on the campus of United States
Military Academy at West Point. Powering Surgent’s Elite to the national
title was Liam Morris, who was national individual champion in floor,
high bar, still rings, parallel bars, vault
and all-around events.
Fellow Surgent’s teammates Gustaf
Tellgren and Gabriel Bayard took third
and fourth in all-around, respectively.
Morris finished third on pommel horse
and Surgent’s had a strong showing
by Kevin Monahan placing fourth on
floor and vault. These gymnasts were
in top form putting up their highest
scores all year in the final competition for the season.
The Mens USAG apparatus’s conPUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Township of Cranford has authorized the Planning Board to enter into a
contract with Maser Consulting. Maser
Consulting was appointed by the Planning
Board as a Planning Consultant at its January 16, 2019 Reorganization Meeting. This
Contract and Resolution No. 2019-238
authorizing said Contract are available for
public inspection at the Office of the Township Clerk.
AWARDED TO: Maser Consulting, 400
Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount Arlington,
New Jersey 07856
SERVICE: Re-examination of the Master Plan
FEE: $18,000
DATE: June 11, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 06/20/19, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

sist of floor exercise, pommel horse,
still rings, vault, parallel bars and
high bar. The start values are based on
the complexity of skills and requirements in the routine plus the execution score. The individual apparatus
scores are cumulative for the coveted
all-around champion title.
The gymnasts train all year round
and are very dedicated to the sport of
gymnastics. Morris had a great year
in gymnastics competition and earned
2019NJ USAG JD1All-Around State
Champion, 2019 Region 7 USAG
JD1All-Around champion and 2019
USAG JD1All-Around National
Champion. These Surgent’s gymnasts
won first place for the National JD1
team title in their age group. They
plan on dreaming big and keeping up
the good work in the future.

NOTICE OF AWARD FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
The Cranford Board of Education awarded the following contracts for 2019-2020
without competitive bidding as a professional service (or extraordinary, unspecifiable
service) pursuant to N.J.S.A.18A:18A.5a(1). The resolution of award and the contracts
listed below are available for public inspection in the Office of the Board Secretary located
at 132 Thomas Street from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. Monday through Friday.
Contract
Contract PeriodNot to Exceed

Name

Nature of Award

ABA4U

Applied Behavior Analysis Svcs 7/1/19 – 6/30/20

$72,000.00

Ivy Rehab

Physical Therapy for Special
Education Students

7/1/19 – 6/30/20

$61,500.00

Bergen County
Audiological Therapy Svcs
Special Services
Educational Enterprises

7/1/19 – 6/30/20

$160,000.00

Care Plus NJ Inc.

7/1/19 – 6/30/20

$99,500.00

Interim Healthcare Onsite nursing - Jardine Academy 7/1/19 – 6/30/20
Of Northwest NJ, Inc. Medical transportation support

$147,164.00

Therapeutic Services – CHS

1 T - 6/20/19, The Leader

Robert J. Carfagno
Business Administrator/Board Secretary
Fee: $45.90
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Magis Award Winners Announced
At Saint Peter’s Preparatory School
AREA — James C. DeAngelo, ’85,
Principal of Saint Peter’s Preparatory
School, has announced that 20 freshmen of the 245 students in the Class
of 2022 were selected as Magis Award
winners at the end of year assembly in
June. The Magis, or “the more” Award
recognizes outstanding freshmen for
their emerging leadership among their
class. Cranford resident Charles Dino

was called “and ideal Prep man”, for
his kind, positive and genuine personality. Summit resident Dermot
Alvidrez was cited for his involvement in many activities, particularly
student council and dramatics.
Westfield resident Cyril Maliakal was
nominated for his diligence and focus, and for living his faith openly
and honestly.

SERVICE OUTREACH…Mika Walker of North Plainfield, Kelly Lawrence of
Scotch Plains, Dazlyn Erachshaw of Iselin, Sarah Hoffman of Cranford, Stan
DeLaurentiis of Plainfield, Isaiah Singh of Carteret and Hrithik Bawa of South
Plainfield work at the food bank during the week of June 3, when seniors at The
Wardlaw+Hartridge School in Edison participated in service outreach, each
committing time to four local organizations for three days.

Photo Credit: Westfield Public Schools

McKINLEY GLOBE TROTTERS…A time-honored tradition at McKinley
Elementary School in Westfield. For more than two decades, third graders have
researched and written about a specific country, using that information to
compose a speech to perform at an International Celebration in May. Each student
in a group touches on an aspect of the assigned country, whether history, culture,
food, sports and leisure, and other traditions. “This celebration gives our students
the opportunity to show off the many skills they have acquired throughout the
school year,” said third grade teacher Brendan Hickey.

W+H Seniors Show
Commitment to Service
AREA — During the week of June 3,
seniors at The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison participated in service outreach, each committing time to
four local organizations for three days.
Under the coordination of Nicole
Nolan, W+H Director of Global Scholars and Community Outreach, and with
the support of members of the Upper
School faculty, students worked with
Habitat for Humanity and The Salvation Army in Plainfield, The Community Food Bank of New Jersey and its
partners, and Interfaith RISE in Highland Park.
Throughout their days of service,
students helped renovate, repaint and

maintain properties. They also interacted with preschool children, prepared
meals for those who are food insecure,
and engaged with a wide variety of
members of the community. Students
thoroughly enjoyed their days of service for both the opportunity to give
back and to spend some final days of
bonding together with their peers.
Mia Sutton of Scotch Plains, who
worked with Community Food Bank
and its partners said, “I really enjoyed
all three places, and my favorite site
was the Neighborhood House
(Morristown) because I was able to
play with kids and they really appreciated it.”

EMERGING LEADERS...Magis Award winners at the end of year assembly in
June were announced. Pictured, from left to right, are: Principal James C.
DeAngelo, ’85, Dermot Alvidrez, ’22, of Summit, Cyril Maliakal, ’22, of Westfield,
and Charles Dino, ’22, of Cranford.

Saint Peter’s Prep Spirit Award
Recipients Announced
AREA — Spirit Awards, the highest
non-academic honor a student at Saint
Peter’s Prep can receive, were presented to students following the Stations of the Cross service, continuing a
38-year Prep tradition of recognizing
the unsung heroes of the school community. The first Prep Spirit Awards
were presented in November 1981 when
the late Fr. John Browning, S.J. ’46,
then principal of Saint Peter’s, began
this tradition.

Mountainside resident Jay Post was
cited for his generous support of his
teammates, his Eagle scout accomplishments, and for bring a spirited supporter of his school. He is the son of
Kirsten and Jay Post, Jr. Scotch Plains
resident Aidan Guarnuccio was recognized for his devotion to the school, as
evidence by his chairing of the Mission
Drive, for his loving nature, and consistent positive attitude. He is a son of
Joanne and Keith Guarnuccio.

See Online Extra for More Education News,
Photos and Prom Pictures.

It’s Almost
Graduation time!
ATTENTION
PARENTS &
GRANDPARENTS:
Congratulate your child or grandchild
and send them well wishes for the future in

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

SUIT AND TIE...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors pose before prom
Friday. Pictured, left to right, are: Carter Pomponio, David Klopher, Brandon
Garcia, Gianni Caro Esposito, Elijah Jones, Jake Hogan, Daniel Resnicoff, and
Zack Zimmerman. The dance was held at the Imperia in Somerset Friday.

PREP SPIRIT...Pictured, left to right, are: Dean of Student Life Anthony Locricchio,
’96, Jay Post, ’20, Aidan Guarnuccio, ’20, and Campus Minister John Dougherty.

Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager
Phone: 908-232-4407
email: sales@goleader.com

1990 - Project Graduation - BASH - 2019
Optimist Club
Of Westfield

The Optimist Club of Westfield
Thanks supporters of Project Graduation - BASH - 2019
The Optimist Club would like to thank the many individuals and businesses for their support
and contributions to help provide a safe environment for the 2019 senior class to celebrate graduation.
In the past 30 years of Project Graduation BASH, approximately 9,000 seniors have attended the
substance-free graduation celebration sponsored and organized by the Optimist Club of Westfield.

Lead Sponsor - $ 2,000
Westfield Municipal Alliance - PANDA
Platinum Sponsor - $1,500
Westfield High School PTSO
Gold Sponsor - $1,000
Fairview Cemetery
Rotary Club of Westfield
Westfield Area Y
Westfield Area Y’s Men’s Club
Westfield Recreation Department
Silver Sponsor - $500
Coldwell Banker Realtors,
Jayne Bernstein-Jennifer Trupchak
Coldwell Banker Realtors, Frank D. Isoldi
Jag-one Physical Therapy
Northfield Bank
Jeff Rembisz, Northwestern Mutual
RE/MAX Properties Unlimited,
Scott Gleason, CRS
Torin W. Rutner, DMD, MD
Two River Community Bank
The James Ward Mansion
Westfield Together

Bronze Sponsor - $250
Addams Tavern
A Face Forever
Dr. Paul Arfanis, DDS
The Beinhaker Law Firm
Jack and Lynn Bilman
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe
Janice M. Bryk, LCSW
Dr. Thomas M. Burns, DMD PA
Caring Contact, Inc
Coldwell Banker Realtors, Arlene Post
1958 Cuban Cuisine
Cosimo’s Restaurant and Pizzeria
Joseph DeRosa, MD, Internal Medicine
Dr. Wholesome Academy, Gordon Chiu
Elm Appliance
Ferraro’s Restaurant
Finestein and Malloy, LLC
Gateway Mortgage Group, Neil Grote
Gersch Orthodontics
Gialluisi Custom Homes
David Leiz Custom Woodworking, Inc.
Levinson Axelrod, P.A., Adam Rothenberg
Limani Seafood Grill
Mel and Sherry Kevoe
Dr. Ralph Manes, DMD

McIntyre’s Locksmith and Lawnmower Service
Michael Robert Construction
Morgan Stanley, Raymond Kostyack
Multimodal Container Consulting, Robin Lynch
The Portasoft Company
Don & Penny Pray
Shovlin Mattress Factory
Sir Speedy Westfield
$mart Money LLC, Bob Bridgeman
Tiffany Natural Pharmacy
Top Line Appliance Center
Towne Car Wash - Peter Cooper
Howard Trickey & Lisa Gaines
Weldon Materials, Inc.
Mildred Tabor-Winkle, CFP
Westfield Dental Associates, PA
Westfield Financial Planning, Mark Swingle, CFP
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group
BOOSTERS
American Tire & Auto
Steve & Margaret Buell
Creative Crew Design, Dianne Mroz
Downtown Westfield Corporation
Fredrick’s Jewelers
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
Nicholas A. Giuditta III, Attorney at Law

Hershey’s Subs, Deli & Catering
High Tech Family Dentistry, Dr. Scheiner, DMD
King’s Supermarket
N & C Jewelers
Wally & Linda Parker
Phelan, Frantz & Peek, LLC
Ronald D. Starner/Bob Evans Agency
State Farm Insurance, Christine Cosenza Agency
The Eardly T. Peterson Co.
Jeffrey S. Thaller, D.M.D.
Westfield Building Products
Michael & Darielle Walsh
Steve & Lorraine Wearley
16 Prospect Wine Bar & Bistro
FRIENDS
Baci Unisex Hair Studio
Buona Pizza
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
Flair Cleaners
Golf Cave
Jay’s Cycle Center
On the Side Spa
Rock n Joe Coffee Lounge
Shop Rite Liquors
Stop & Shop Supermarket
The Dental Family
Trader Joe’s
Westfield Diner
Xocolatz Restaurant

For more information about the Optimist Club and Project Graduation contact:
Optimist Club of Westfield P.O. Box 2213 Westfield, N.J. 07091 • optimist@westfieldnj.com • http://westfieldnj.com/optimist
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CLASSIFIEDS
CRANFORD MOVING SALE

PRESCHOOL TEACHER

54 Morse Street
Sat., 6/22, 10am - 3pm
One Day Only!
Sectional Sofa, Coffee Table, Dining
Table, Kitchen Set, Breakfront,
Buffets, Glass, China, Stereo &
Speakers, CD’s, Frames, Wheelchair /Walkers, Ladders & More!
For Pics DovetailsUSA.com

Local preschool seeking a
certified teacher with experience
for a full time teaching position.
Please call (908) 233-5417
for further information.

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design.
Padded
Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.
Call (908) 654-6091

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:
http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Fanwood: 01/04/19
Michiko Yagi to Anthony and
Rosemarie Alagia, 8 Byron Lane,
$470,000.
Claire Cassidy to Anas and Wided
A. Zribi, 170 Farley Avenue,
$725,000.
Jeffrey and Victoria Gal to Thomas
John and Jamie A. R. Clark, 10
Deborah Way, $575,000.
Hassan El Mekki to Andrew N.
Giusto and Megan M. Moynihan, 341
Terrill Road, $468,000.
Daniel Harris and Mariette Levine
to Andrew D. and Megan Colleen
Smyth, 49 Farley Avenue, $483,000.
Ceasar and Janet Bolante to Joseph
L. Esposito, 32A Second Street,
$235,000.
Matthew J. Neuls and Claire Pappas
to Mathew C. Whyte and Justine E.
Rocco, 107 Second Street, $460,000.
Pual R and Michelle Shenenberger
to Robert E. Taylor, 477 La Grande
Avenue, $605,000.

Fanwood: 02/01/19
Robert and Mariellen Campagna
to Brian John and Lee Page Sarcopski,
50 Shady Lane, $558,000.
Robert A. Lorraine Ricca to J&N
Realty Holdings LLC., 154 Beech
Avenue, $268,000.
John S. and Jennifer R. O’Neill to
Jon and Caitlin Bareford, 42
Chetwood Terrace, $365,000.
Christiana Trust Tr. to Andres
Rojas, 76 Kemshall Terrace,
$394,900.
Ryan R. and Tara N. Brettell to
Justin T. Maxfield and Linne Conelli,
213 Burns Way, $601,200.
Harry J. and Janet Kaestner to
Cykoni LLC., 422 South Avenue,
$295,000.
John Marsiglia and MD&Devp llc.
to Luca Naclerio-De and Bianca
Deluca, 105 Midway Avenue,
$470,000.
Westfield Development Group
LLC. to Sven Hodges and Gabrielle
Weisman, 18 Madison Avenue,
$465,000.
Jeffrey A. and Cynthia S. Millings
to Christopher and Michele Papernik,
117 Russell Road, $485,000.
Jason and Rachel Bollaro to Kyle
B. and Christine M. Lott, 75 Watson
Road, $589,000.

Fanwood: 03/13/19
225 N Martine Ave LLC. to Reeya
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ORDINANCE NO. 19-13
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE AND
INSTALLATION OF COMPUTER EQUIPMENT FOR
THE
BOROUGH
OF
GARWOOD, AND APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF THIRTEEN THOUSAND ($13,000)
DOLLARS FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
TO PAY THE COST THEREOF.
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Garwood:
SECTION 1. The purchase and installation of computer equipment for the Borough of Garwood is hereby authorized.
SECTION 2. The sum of Thirteen Thousand Dollars ($13,000) is hereby appropriated from the Capital Improvement Fund
to pay the cost thereof.
SECTION 3. The funds hereby appropriated are authorized to be expended
when obligations to expend said funds
have been created in the form and manner
prescribed by law.
SECTION 4. The capital budget of the
Borough of Garwood is hereby amended
to conform with the provisions of this ordinance.
SECTION 5. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.
SECTION 6. If any portion of this ordinance shall be determined to be invalid,
such determination shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of said
ordinance.
SECTION 7. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with law.
NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 19-13, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 13th DAY OF JUNE 2019, and that
Ordinance No. 19-13, will be taken up for
further consideration for final passage at
the meeting of said Borough Council to be
held at its meeting room in the Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 27th DAY OF JUNE
2019, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 06/20/19, The Leader Fee: $55.59

Realty LLC., 225 North martine Avenue, $440,000.
Beth and Adam Schwawrtz to Timothy and Andrea J. Kelly, 9 Byron
Lane, $510,000.
Robert L. Beller to Adam D. and
Renee M. Mertz, 79 North Glenwood
Road, $475,000.
Helen Geotakes to Adrian Rowley
and Angela Volino, 6 Ridge Way,
$455,000.
Donald and Audrey Borchardt to
Heidi and Lee Zito and Timothy
James, 24 Rainer Road, $440,000.
Heights Holding LLC. to Joseph J.
Di Bernardo, 56 Glenwood Road,
$485,000.
Kempshall Ter LLC. to Mathew
and Ellyn Janos, 26 Kempshall Terrace, $570,500.
Mathew and Rebecca Douglas to
Kevin E. Filipski, 140 Helen Street,
$530,728.

Westfield: 06/10/19
John JM and Ashley H. Sarokhan
to William L. and Yi-Wei Lowe, 136
Madison Avenue, West, $1,020,000.
Audrie Birnbaum and Scott M.
Breakstone to Alexander P. Gorka
and Lindsey Saunders Gorka, 410
Harrison Avenue, $735,000.
Clementine B. Tabor to Prominent
Properties Mason and Site Contractors, 521 Kimball Avenue, $651,000.
Deborah F. Wright and Catherine
French Ackerman, Trust to David and
Jacquelyn Resch, 173 Harrison Avenue, $938,000.
Raymond W. and Judith A. Brown to
Michal andAgnieszka D. Staniszewski,
109 Hazel Avenue, $375,000.
John Rinaldi to Amber Jon Linsky,
528 Edgar Road, $645,000.
Howard and June Pomann to Andrew and Havi Jacobs, 526 Tremont
Avenue, $865,000.
D. Villane Construction, LLC to
Yu-Hsiang David Chang and I-Ching
Wu, 619 Fairfield Circle, $1,335,000.
Jian Zhang and Jing Li to Azhar A.
Khan and Farah A. Jaffer, 774
Knollwood Terrace, $1,375,000.
FrancisA. Preite to Mark Urbielewicz
and Michelle Aliperti-Urbielewicz,
1233 Boynton Avenue, $1,189,000.
Xiaoyu Xi to L.T.M. Properties,
LLC, 71 Tamaques Way, $500,000.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 19-11-S
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on June 17, 2019. Copies of this
ordinance can be obtained without cost in
the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday.
This Ordinance establishes salary
ranges for non-contractual employees.
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on July 1, 2019, at
7:00 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 06/20/19, The Times Fee: $18.87

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19001898
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-024001-18
Plaintiff: M&T BANK
VS.
Defendant: PRAKASH V. N. RAO AKA
PRAKASH N. RAO; BHAVANI P. RAO; BANK
OF AMERICA, N.A.; SUNNOVA ASSET PORTFOLIO 4 LLC; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 07/03/2019
Writ of Execution: 05/16/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seventy-One Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Five
and 51/100*** $471,955.51.
The property to be sold is located in Township
of Scotch Plains in the County of Union, and
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as 6 Breezy Court, Scotch
Plains Township, New Jersey 07076.
Tax Lot No. 4, Block 15202
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 139.53
feet By 107.96 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Rahway Road.
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Eighty Thousand Eight Hundred Eighty-Eight and 65/100***
$480,888.65 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 06/06, 06/13, 06/20
& 06/27/19
Fee: $159.12

WESTFIELD
Thursday, June 6, Karisma Redd,
20, of Roselle was arrested and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue near Windsor Avenue. Redd
was transported to police headquarters, processed and released on her
own recognizance with a complaintsummons.
Thursday, June 6, Jadira Thomas,
27, of Plainfield was arrested on a
Plainfield Municipal Court traffic
warrant, in the amount of $500, pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at East
Broad Street and Park Drive. Thomas
was transported to police headquarters, processed and released after
posting full bail.
Friday, June 7, Benny L. Rouland,
Jr., 50, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield Municipal
Court criminal warrant, in the amount
of $1,085, pursuant to a prisoner
pickup at the Essex County jail. He
was transported to police headquarters, where he was processed and
held pending transport to the Union
County jail.
SCOTCH PLAINS
Thursday, May 30, Roark J. Koch,
34, of Dunellen was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Scotch
Plains. Koch was processed at police
headquarters and released.
Wednesday, June 5, several motor
vehicles on the 1900 block of Church
Street were entered during the overnight hours, with miscellaneous items
removed. The matter is under investigation.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process
in
accordance
with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-232 authorizing
said Contract are available for public inspection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.
AWARDED TO: Mott MacDonald, 111
Wood Avenue South, Iselin, New Jersey
08830-4112
SERVICE: Engineering Services in connection with Conflict-of-Interest Engineering Services
FEE: Not to Exceed $20,000
DATE: June 11, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 06/20/19, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 17th of June
2019.
ORDINANCE 2019-11
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING
A FINANCIAL AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS AND
GLENSIDE URBAN RENEWAL, LLC, A NEW JERSEY LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY, AS THE DESIGNATED REDEVELOPER OF
PROPERTY LOCATED AT
BLOCK 4802, LOTS 9, 10, 11
& 12 AS SHOWN ON THE TAX
MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Wednesday, June 5, a resident of
Burnham Court reported a motor vehicle burglary. The window on the
vehicle was smashed and several items
were stolen. The matter is under investigation.
Wednesday, June 5, a resident of
the 1900 block of Mountain Avenue
reported the theft of a black mountain
bike valued at $200. The theft occurred during the overnight hours.
The matter is under investigation.
Thursday, June 6, Jeremy M. Siegel,
24, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
active warrant out of Westfield during a
motor vehicle stop. He was transported
to police headquarters and processed.
FANWOOD
Saturday, June 15, an officer made
a motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road
and East Second Street for a motor
vehicle violation. A check of the driver
showed an active warrant out of the
Burlington County Sheriff’s Office.
The driver was arrested, processed
and turned over to the Burlington
County Sheriff’s Office. He was identified as Dennis Hilliman, 57, of
Plainfield.
CRANFORD
Thursday, June 6, Emanuel
Gregoriades, 34, of Bridgewater was
arrested on charges of possession of
under 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia. A 2012
Acura was stopped on South Avenue
East for an expired registration. Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested the driver,
Gregoriades, for suspected marijuana
found inside the vehicle. He was processed and provided with a municipal
court appearance date. In addition, he
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for an unregistered vehicle and possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.
Thursday, June 6, Gregory Grant,
27, of Newark was arrested on charges
of possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia. A 2013 Kia was stopped at
Centennial Avenue and Raritan Road
for a brake light out. Following an
investigation on scene, police arrested
a passenger in the vehicle, Grant, on an
active warrant for his arrest stemming
from an incident in Monmouth County.
In addition, he was charged with suspected marijuana found in his possession. He was processed and provided
with a municipal court appearance date.
Grant was turned over to the
Monmouth County Sheriff’s Department.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD

ORDINANCE 2019-14

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, IN
THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING
A SPECIAL EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION IN THE
AMOUNT OF $110,000 FOR
THE PREPARATION OF AN
APPROVED TAX MAP.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 06/20/19, The Times Fee: $38.25

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
ORDINANCE 19-10-S
The Ordinance published herewith was
introduced and passed upon first reading
at a meeting of the Borough Council of the
Borough of Fanwood, New Jersey, held on
June 17, 2019. It will be further considered
for final passage after public hearing
thereon at a meeting of said Borough Council to be held at the Municipal Building, at
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey, in said Borough on July 1, 2019 at
7:00 o’clock p.m. and during the week prior
to and up to and including the date of such
meeting, copies of said Bond Ordinance
will be made available at the Clerk’s Office
to the members of the general public who
shall request the same.
ELEANOR MCGOVERN
BOROUGH CLERK
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING SPECIAL EMERGENCY
APPROPRIATION PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53
FOR SEVERANCE LIABILITIES RESULTING FROM ACCRUED LEAVE IN CONNECTION WITH THE RETIREMENT OF EMPLOYEES.
BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing
Body of the Borough of Fanwood, in the
County of Union, New Jersey that in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53:
1. The sum of $65,000 is hereby appropriated for severance liabilities resulting
from accrued leave resulting from the retirement of employees, and shall be
deemed a special emergency appropriation as defined and provided for in N.J.S.A.
40A:4-53.
2. The authorization to finance the appropriation shall be provided for in succeeding annual budgets by the inclusion of
at least 1/5 of the amount authorized pursuant to this act (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-55).
3. This ordinance shall take effect as
provided by law.
1 T - 06/20/19, The Times Fee: $41.82

WESTFIELD — WAYVE Teen
Foundation Board Chairs Rachel
Simpson and Ryan Smith announced
$7,000 in grant awards to eight Union
County organizations at an awards
ceremony held May 20 at the
Westfield Area YMCA. Grants were
awarded to the following organizations: Caring Contact, CASA of Union
County, Elizabeth Coalition to House
the Homeless, Elizabethport Presbyterian Center, Institute of Music for
Children, Mobile Meals of Westfield,
St. Joseph Social Service Center and
The King’s Daughters Day School.
The Westfield Area Youth Volunteer Experience (WAYVE) is made
possible through a grant from the
Westfield Foundation and is coordinated by Jewish Family Service of
Central New Jersey (JFSCNJ).
Members of the WAYVE Teen Foundation Board are Emma Aronowitz,
Chloe Beaulieu,Andrew Brennan, John
Claiborne, Gregory Claiborne, Benton
Cummings, Matthew Dispenza, Max
Feldman, Sean Hazard, Emma Karp,
Jeremy Kornfeld, Grace Lanza, Owen
Mason, Madeline Silva, Rachel
Simpson, Ryan Smith, Brianna Stewart,
Anna Tichenor and Julia Weinstein.
“Being involved with the WAYVE
Teen Board for two years has taught
me so much about nonprofits in the
area, and the grants review process.
Working with my peers and making a
difference in my community is an

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 17th day of June
2019, and that said Ordinances will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held in
the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,
on the 16th day of July 2019 at 7:00 p.m.,
at which time and place a public hearing
will be held prior to final passage of said
Ordinances and all interested persons will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same. Copies of said Ordinances can be obtained from the Township Clerk’s Office at any time prior to final
adoption at no cost to any member of the
general public who requests same.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII, ENTITLED
“ZONING” OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CODE TO CREATE ML-4
MULTI-FAMILY ZONE DISTRICT IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE ADOPTED HOUSING PLAN ELEMENT AND
FAIR SHARE PLAN OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS AND AN ADDENDUM
TO THE MASTER PLAN REEXAMINATION REPORT
ADOPTED BY THE PLANNING BOARD ON DECEMBER
12, 2016 TO ADDRESS THE
REZONING OF CERTAIN
PARCELS AS PART OF THE
TOWNSHIP’S AFFORDABLE
HOUSING COMPLIANCE.
[NORTH AVENUE SITE, IDENTIFIED AS BLOCK 8301, LOT
7]

ORDINANCE 2019-13

WAYVE Teen Foundation Bd.
Announces $7,000 In Grants

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ORDINANCE 2019-12

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XVII OF THE CODE
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS TO AMEND
THE SECTION ENTITLED
“FIRE PREVENTION.

TEENS HELP COMMUNITY...The WAYVE Teen Foundation Board gathers
with representatives of Union County agencies that it chose to receive grants.
Pictured are Bernadette Murphy, St. Joseph Social Service Center; Janet Sarkos,
Caring Contact; Gretchen Boger-O’Bryan, CASA of Union County; Linda
Flores-Tober, Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless; Marie Sloan, Mobile
Meals of Westfield; Velaria Erdosi-Mehaffey, The King’s Daughters Day School;
Thomas Eicher, Elizabethport Presbyterian Center; the WAYVE Teen Foundation Board; Tom Beck, Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey, and Jill
Dispenza and Vicki Simpson, WAYVE program directors.

TAKE NOTICE that on Monday, June
10, 2019, the Planning Board of the Township of Scotch Plains, Union County, New
Jersey, adopted the following resolutions:
ATA Developers/Bowcraft, was
granted an amendment to the previous
Site Plan approval confirming reduction in
the percentage of Affordable Housing units
on the subject property located at 2545
U.S. Route 22, Block 4802, Lots 9, 10, 11,
and 12.
T-Mobile Northeast LLC, was approved
for an extension of time for the temporary
sites on the subject properties located at
1610 Raritan Road, Block 14001, Lot 1,
and 1371 Terrill Road, Block 12001, Lots
4, 5, 6, & 7.
The Resolutions memorializing said approvals were duly presented and adopted
by the Planning Board at its regular meeting on June 10, 2019. A copy of said
Resolutions have been filed in the office of
the Planning Board and/or the office of the
Municipal Clerk and are available for public inspection.
Shannon Rapant
Clerk/ Land Use Administrator
1 T - 06/20/19, The Times Fee: $27.54

ORDINANCE 2019-16
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII, SUBCHAPTER 23-3.2 ENTITLED “ZONING MAP” OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ORDINANCE TO REZONE
BLOCK 8301, LOTS 5 AND 6
FROM R-3 RESIDENTIAL TO
C CONSERVATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ADDENDUM TO THE MASTER
PLAN REEXAMINATION REPORT ADOPTED BY THE
PLANNING BOARD ON DECEMBER 12, 2016 TO ADDRESS THE REZONING OF
CERTAIN PARCELS AS PART
OF THE TOWNSHIP’S AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMPLIANCE.
BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 06/20/19, The Times Fee: $78.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT
AWARD AMENDMENT
The Township of Cranford has amended
a Contract Award to provide General Litigation Services to the Township of
Cranford. The Township of Cranford had
previously advertised a Request for Proposal for General Litigation Services
through a fair and open process in accordance with NJSA 19:44A-20.4 et seq. This
contract and Resolution No. 2019-230 are
available for public inspection at the office
of the Municipal Clerk.
AWARDED TO: Ryan J. Cooper, Esq.,
Cooper, LLC, Counselors at Law, 108 North
Union Avenue, Suite 4, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016
SERVICE: General Litigation
FEE: Not to Exceed $90,000
DATE: June 11, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 06/20/19, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOND ORDINANCE STATEMENT AND SUMMARY
The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally
adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County of Union, State
of New Jersey on June 13, 2019 and the 20-day period of limitation within which a suit,
action or proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can be commenced, as
provided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the date of the first publication of
this statement. Copies of the full ordinance are available at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk’s office for members of the general public who request the
same. The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

ORDINANCE 2019-15
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII, ENTITLED
“ZONING” OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CODE TO CREATE ML-3
MULTI-FAMILY ZONE DISTRICT IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE ADOPTED HOUSING PLAN ELEMENT AND
FAIR SHARE PLAN OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS AND AN ADDENDUM
TO THE MASTER PLAN REEXAMINATION REPORT
ADOPTED BY THE PLANNING BOARD ON DECEMBER
12, 2016 TO ADDRESS THE
REZONING OF CERTAIN
PARCELS AS PART OF THE
TOWNSHIP’S AFFORDABLE
HOUSING COMPLIANCE.
[AMBERG SITE]

experience that I will be proud of
forever,” said Rachel.
“My second year with the WAYVE
Teen Board was a great learning experience. Being involved in the grant
review process, interviewing local
nonprofits and then accomplishing
our goal of delivering funds to groups
in need within our community was
very rewarding. It feels great to make
an impact in so many lives as a teenager in Union County,” added Ryan.
The grants were for one-time, shortterm projects that will improve the
lives of Union County residents. The
focus areas included technology/
equipment and social service and
advocacy for impoverished and/or
vulnerable populations. Proposals
demonstrated how the program will
promote the health and social wellbeing of the agency’s constituents.
Applicant agencies all were non-profit
organizations with proof of 501(c)3
tax-exempt status, have strong board
involvement and demonstrate responsible financial stewardship.
“I am very impressed with the hard
work of this board and the choices
made by the teens. Our community
will be lifted up as a result,” said Tom
Beck, executive director of JFSCNJ,
during the reception where the grant
awards were presented.
WAYVE Program Directors Jill
Dispenza and Vicki Simpson closed
the evening with a thank you to all who
attended and sent a special thank you
to the Y’s Men’s Club for its donation
and the Westfield Area YMCA for
hosting this year’s meetings.

BOND ORDINANCE NO. 19-11
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $320,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO
MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS
TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE
ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.
The purposes, appropriations and bonds/notes authorized in this multipurpose
bond ordinance are as follows:
SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS
A. Undertaking of various exterior and interior improvements to the Fire House and the
Municipal Building. It is hereby determined and stated that said public buildings being
improved are of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local
Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended;
the “Local Bond Law”).
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$105,000
$ 5,000
$100,000
15 years

B. Resurfacing of New Street (from South Avenue to Myrtle Avenue), including drainage
improvements, installation of granite block curbing and handicapped access ramps and
restoration of driveway aprons and property. It is hereby determined and stated that said
road being improved is of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22
of the Local Bond Law.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$215,000
$ 10,500
$204,500
10 years

———————————————————————————
Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized

$320,000
$ 15,500
$304,500

Grants (if any) Appropriated: $-0Section 20 Costs: $35,100
Useful Life: 11.64 years

1 T - 06/20/19, The Leader

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood
County of Union
State of New Jersey
Fee: $99.06
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POPCORN
The Spy Behind Home Plate
Glove, Mask, Cloak-and-Dagger
3 & ½ popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

COLLEGE BOUND...High school 2019 graduates Katie Zhuang, pianist; Julia
Filimonczuk, violinist; Ashlen Suen, pianist and clarinetist; and Rachel Hamelburg,
composer, pianist and clarinetist present their Junior Musical Club of Westfield
Graduation Recital on June 12 at the First Baptist Church.

Junior Musical Club of
Westfield Held Grad. Recital
WESTFIELD — The Junior Musical Club of Westfield held its annual
Graduation Recital at the First Baptist
Church on June 12. The recital celebrates high school seniors in the club
about to leave for college.
Violinist Julia Filimonczuk is a senior at Cranford High School. She presentedAntonio Vivaldi’s Concerto, Op.
8, No. 10 “La caccia” and also Felix
Borowski’s Adoration. Julia has been
playing the violin for nine years in
school and with Lubove Schnable and
Debra Biderman in private tutorials.
Julia also plays the violin at Evangel
Church in Scotch Plains. She will be
attending Southeastern University,
Lakeland, Fla. as a nursing major.
Clarinetist, composer, and pianist
Rachel Hamelburg is a senior at
Westfield High School (WHS). She
performed Johannes Brahms’ Clarinet
Sonata No.1 in F Minor, Op. 120, No.
1, Movement 1 “Allegro appassionato”;
and the world premiere of her own
composition Tales of Gustav (inspired
by the novel The Gustav Sonata). Rachel
has been playing piano and clarinet for
10 years, recently studying clarinet with
Chris Dellarso, has traveled with the
WHS Wind Ensemble to Italy, and to
Indianapolis for the All National Concert Band Festival. Rachel composes,

has taken music theory classes, and has
entered several songwriting competitions. Rachel will attend the University
of Rochester NY and plans to take
instrumental lessons at the Eastman
School of Music.
Pianist Ashlen Suen is a senior at
WHS and is a member of the National
Honor Society. He offered Frédéric
Chopin’s Nocturne in B-flat minor,
Op. 9, No. 1. Ashlen has played piano
for t13 years, the clarinet for nine,
and has been in the WHS Wind Ensemble for three years. He will attend
the University of Wisconsin-Madison business school as a marketing
and finance major.
Pianist Katie Zhuang is a senior at
Union County Magnet High School in
Scotch Plains. She performed Claude
Debussy’s Arabesque No. 1; Pyotr
Tchaikovsky’s The Seasons, Op. 37a,
No. 5, “May, Starlit Night”; and Johann
Sebastian Bach’s French Suite No.3 in
B minor, Movement 1, “Allemande”.
Katie has been studying piano for eight
years under Elena Bartolf. She participated in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School marching band and was
in her school’s music club. She plans
to enter the Arts and Sciences College
at Rutgers University, majoring in computer science.

‘Get your scorecards. Get your
scorecards. Can’t tell the spies from the
conspirators without a scorecard.’
Such was just one of my thoughts
after seeing filmmaker Aviva
Kempner’s fascinating, incredible and
rather mind-blowing documentary
about Morris ‘Moe’Berg, Major League
catcher, Princeton (B.A.) and Columbia (LL.D.) graduate, speaker of 12
languages who studied Sanskrit at the
Sorbonne and, oh, almost forgot, spy
for the OSS. Psst…He was assigned to
help undermine the Nazi atomic bomb
program during WWII. But what drives
you crazy as you partake of Ms.
Kempner’s scholarly and entertaining
treasure trough of the superbly assembled puzzle that was Newark, New
Jersey’s, Moe Berg, is, how about all
the stuff we probably don’t know about
him?
It’s pretty nutty in its obscurity…that
every schoolkid in America doesn’t
know who this unsung hero was.
OK…by the very nature of Moe Berg’s
life outside the baselines, it was all
hush, hush. But one would think as you
witness the extraordinary unraveling of
the many sides of the catcher who, by
the way, once went 117 games behind
the plate without committing an error,
that his exploits would by now be legend. I mean, gee, one of the Kardashians
has an affair with a pop star and we
practically declare a national holiday.
As I once heard an old philosopher
sitting on a soda crate in front of a candy
store back in the old neighborhood say,
“Something is upside down.”
But that’s part of the awesomeness
that is The Spy Behind Home Plate, the
proof of the pudding that there is the
surface world where everyone is just
pretty much oblivious, doing the bread
and circus thing, whereas in little known,
unheralded nooks and hollers of the
human experience, there are folks doing the heavy lifting for our species. I’m
sure hoping some of them are hard at
work right now. It’s certainly time for
the brave figure on the white horse to
enter stage left.
Moe once had tea with Einstein, and
the scientist kidded that he’d teach him
the theory of relativity if Moe taught
him the concept and finer points of
baseball. He also enjoyed a friendship
with Babe Ruth when he was part of a
goodwill tour to Japan, wherein our

Westfield Summer
Kickoff Movie Night

ARE YOU READY…The original Raiders football offensive line getting into their
stance during Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School prom night at the Imperia in
Somerset. Pictured, are: Matt Fazzino, Billy Root, Gianni Caro Esposito, Nicky
Smith & Doug Tibbals.

WESTFIELD – Bring a chair or
blanket and sit under the stars while
enjoying live music and an outdoor
movie, Jumanji, starring Robin Williams, on Saturday, June 22, in the South
Avenue parking lot at the train station.
Music by The Unknown Legends
begins at 7 p.m. with the movie beginning at 8:30 p.m. Food will be available for purchase by Outta Hand Pizza
and 1958 Cuban Cuisine.
The rain date is Sunday, June 23, or
Saturday, July 6.

ballplayers volunteered to help teach
the ins and outs of our national pastime
to the college players there. But if anyone was really paying attention back
then in 1934, perhaps they’d have given
pause to Mr. Berg’s attendance in the
Land of the Rising Sun.
You see, while I’ll forever be impressed by anyone who ascends to the
Major Leagues, by baseball’s highly
rigorous standards, Moe was just an
average backstop. And when fellow
Washington Senator, outfielder Dave
Harris, was reminded that his teammate
spoke several languages, he said,
“Yeah…and he can’t hit in any of them.”
Thus it only makes sense that anyone
with a passing interest in both baseball
and international intrigue would have
seen the curiosity in Moe being picked
to join the likes of future Hall of Famers
Earl Averill, Lou Gehrig, Charlie
Gehringer, Babe Ruth, Lefty Gomez,
etc. Suffice it to note, this may have
been Moe’s first assignment for the
OSS (Office of Strategic Services). Psst,
again…he came back with pictures of
important Japanese installations that
were later used in the Doolittle Raid.
Director Kempner, who has previously treated audiences to documentaries such as Yoo-Hoo, Mrs. Goldberg
(2009), The Life and Times of Hank
Greenberg (1998) and Partisans of
Vilna (1986), may have been, in another life, a super sleuth herself…so
astute is her sense of deduction. In
cracking the code of the otherwise reserved, humble and handsome repository of knowledge that was Moe Berg,
she once again proves she’s a connector
of the dots extraordinaire. But it’s the
stuff she pulls from the chasm of the
unknown that best distinguishes her
documentary creds. When she plucks a
previously undiscovered plum out of
the perplexing pie for the world to now
know, it appears neither specious nor a
stretch of the imagination.
Kempner’s erudite rummaging has
us repetitively musing, “How many
other anonymous and/or unhailed heroes who have lived and died do we
have to thank for the freedoms we
enjoy?” It’s a bit overwhelming.
On a personal level, considering how
things ultimately turned out for Moe,
we are a bit saddened by his astonishing
tale, unsure if he nonetheless found
lasting happiness. He wasn’t the type to
complain. Hence, in decoding the big
secret that was The Spy Behind Home
Plate, we take the occasion to sing our
own silent paean to him and console
ourselves with the thought that, just as
in baseball, there isn’t any crying in
espionage.
The Spy Behind Home Plate, not
rated, is an mTuckman release directed
by Aviva Kempner, starring documentary footage of Morris Berg and a variety of people in the worlds of both
baseball and international intrigue.
Running time: 101 minutes.

MUSIC IN THE PARK…David Ezra Flatau-Jones of Scotch Plains, Matt Piccoli
of Somerset, Caroline Parker of South Plainfield, Annie Gu of Edison and
Kapriana Payami of Scotch Plains proudly display the W+H trophies and medals
at last week’s Music in the Parks Festival at Kutztown University.

Wardlaw+Hartridge Middle School
Students Excel at Music Festival
AREA — Middle School performing artists from The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison earned recognition,
accolades and a few trophies at last
week’s Music in the Parks Festival at
Kutztown University.
After their wonderful performances, the students spent the rest of
the day having a blast at Dorney Park.
Below are the awards and recogni-

tion earned by W+H students and
ensembles:
Jazz Band – 1st Place, Excellent
Rating; Emelyn Choir – 1st Place,
Excellent Rating; Middle School
Choir, Emelyn Choir – Overall Winner; Best MS Jazz Soloist – David
Ezra Flatau-Jones of Scotch Plains;
Best Student Accompanist – Annie
Gu of Edison.

Kara Cortes to Exhibit
‘Fantasy World’ Drawings

Drawing by Kara Cortes of Kenilworth

KENILWORTH — The Galleryon-the-Boulevard will present an exhibit of line drawings by Kara Cortes
of Kenilworth entitled “Fantasy
World”. It will open on July 1 and
close September 30. Mostly selftaught, Ms. Cortes has attended art
and advanced art classes at both
Roselle Park High School and Union
County College. This is the first exhibit of her whimsical freehand drawings. Some of the pieces are black and
white, while others have pastel colors
incorporated.
Ms. Cortes has a demanding schedule teaching dance at Beyond Dance
in Cranford, which leaves her very
little free time. She finds that executing these intricate drawings helps her
to relax. Her grandparents and her
mother all have artistic abilities that
she has inherited.
All artwork is available for pur-

chase by contacting the artist.
The Gallery is located in the
Kenilworth Library 548 Boulevard.
The exhibit is free and open to the
public during regular library hours.
For further information call (908)
276-2451
or
visit
kenilworthlibrary.org.
Anyone interested in exhibiting art
work at the Gallery contact Barbara
Wirkus,
curator,
at:
dmbbw33@gmail.com.

Exit Pursued By A Bear
Opens Friday
AREA -- Exit Pursued By A Bear,
a dark revenge comedy about a wife
trying to leave her abusive husband,
by Lauren Gunderson, will run Friday, June 21 through Sunday, June
30, with shows at 8 p.m. Fridays
and Saturdays, and 2 p.m. Sundays
at the Unity Bank Annex, 952
Stuyvesant Avenue, Union, where
Theater Project is creating a black
box theater in a large open room.
“George Street Playhouse started
in abandoned supermarket,” said
General Manager Gary Glor. “We
think Union is full of possibilities
for The Theater Project’s future!”
Tickets, $25 or $10 for students,
are available at the box office or by
visiting www.thetheaterproject.org.
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TO

AMPLIFY
GATHERING PLACE...Mindowaskin Park Gazebo is one of the landmarks of Westfield. It is a gathering place for parkgoers, it is a platform for many ceremonies and events in town, and where the Community Concert Band performs.

Calling All Photographers!
Next year marks the 300 year anniversary of Westfield, and we are
seeking some outstanding photographs of the town for the cover of
This Is Westfield 2020.
A photograph that POPS,
An image that shows the overall beauty of Westfield.
Now is the time, while the weather is nice and the trees and flowers are in
bloom, to get out there and start snapping away.

Please send in your submissions to ae@goleader.com.
For the cover of This Is Westfield,
We need a vertical image, and crystal-clear, hi-res images.

YOUR

ADVERTISING
We offer a range of services that will help you
expand your business presence in the community.
Display Ads • Bulletin Boards • Web Banners • Email Marketing
Graduation Well Wishes • Ballyhoo Extra Online Supplement

Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager
Phone: 908-232-4407
email: sales@goleader.com
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SPFHS and WHS Receive Paper
Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award
AREA –Westfield High School
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School were among the 2019 recipients of the 24th Annual Paper
Mill Playhouse Rising Star Awards
which were presented on June 4.
The awards were:
Westfield High School: 2019 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award
Outstanding Featured Ensemble

MUSIC AL FRESCO...The Westfield Community Concert Band, under the direction of Thomas Connors, continues its
107th Summer Concert Series with a program celebrating the best of American music from Broadway, film and popular
culture on Thursday, June 27, at 7:30 p.m. in Mindowaskin Park.

Community Concert Band
Celebrates Best of American Music
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Concert Band, under the
direction of Thomas Connors, continues its 107th Summer Concert Series with a program celebrating the
best of American music from Broadway, film and popular culture on
Thursday, June 27, at 7:30 p.m. in
Mindowaskin Park. “Concertgoers
will hear program selections which
come from many great American composers,” noted Mr. Connors. He
added, “Our band literature offers
musicians and audiences the opportunity to experience great American
music spanning many decades and
styles.”
Highlighting the band’s music program will be the band’s premier performance of “We’ll Be Back” from
the 1985 motion picture, “Silverado,”
by Bruce Broughton, for which he
was nominated for an Academy
Award. The band’s trombone section
will be featured in “Miss Trombone”
by renowned bandleader, composter

and trombonist, Henry Fillmore. The
band’s tuba section will be featured in
“Tuba Tiger Rag,” a classic ragtime
selection by Harry DeCosta. The
band’s program will also include
music from “The Wizard of Oz” by
Harold Arlen, and music from
Broadway’s “South Pacific” by Richard Rodgers. From their classics’ library, the band will present “Three
Ayres from Gloucester” by Hugh M.
Stuart and Richard Wagner’s “Elsa’s
Procession to the Cathedral”.
The band will continue its Summer
Concert Series with its annual Independence Day concert on Thursday,
July 4, which will feature music from
the American Patriotic Songbook and
vocalist, Kerry Stubbs. This special
program will include appearances by
the Westfield Chapters of the Sons
and Daughters of the American Revolution and Westfield’s Own Town
Crier.
The band rehearses each Wednesday evening from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in

the Community Room in the Westfield
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street. The band’s membership is
comprised of musicians from age 16
to age 86, including many active and
retired music educators. Under the
direction of Mr. Connors, director of
Instrumental Music Studies and an
assistant professor of music education at Kean University, the band performs a wide variety of concert band
literature, including many contemporary compositions.
Experienced area musicians who
are interested in a position with the
band should contact band president
Barry Rosenberg at (908) 337-9073 or
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.
The band’s Summer Concert Series
is sponsored by the Westfield Recreation Department, Don Bogardus, Director. Chairs and blankets are recommended. In the event of rain, the concert will take place in the Westfield
Community Room, located in the
Westfield Municipal Building.

Group Dance Hall Girls Westfield
High School Sweet Charity.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School: 2019 Paper Mill Playhouse
Rising Star Award Student Achievement Award Sarah Gorman Pit Orchestra Keyboardist / Rehearsal Accompanist Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Mamma Mia!.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School’s Stage Manager Sarah
Gorman was one of 19 nominees
selected from the state.
Westfield High School received a
total of seven nominations and two
student achievement nominations
for their musical production of
Sweet Charity.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s musical, Mamma Mia!,
garnered two nominations and a
nomination for a dedicated student
from the production department.

Photo Courtesy of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School

DANCE HALL GIRLS...2019 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award for
Outstanding Featured Ensemble Group went to Dance Hall Girls for Westfield
High School’s musical production of Sweet Charity.

CONGRATS...SPFHS Stage Manager
Sarah Gorman receives the 2019 Paper
Mill Playhouse Rising Star Student
Achievement Award.

Photo Courtesy of Jerry Dalia

LEAD ACTRESS…The nominees for Outstanding Performance by an Actress in a Leading Role stand on stage during the
2019 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award ceremony. Nicole Player, pictured third from left, was nominated in this
category for her role as “Charity Hope Valentine” for Westfield High School’s production of Sweet Charity.
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AYALA SCORES WINNER ON DALY’S SAC FLY TO RIGHT; WF’S IVES 2 HITS, SPF’S STAHLEY 2 HITS

Westfield Blue 12s’ Sac in 7th Nips SPF in Ripken Pool A, 3-2
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong pitching and strong defense on the part of both teams
dominated play between the 12year old Westfield Blue and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders

Ballyhoo

in Pool A play during the Cal
Ripken District 12 Tournament
at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield
on June 14. But it took a sacrifice
fly ball to right field off the bat of
Ryan Daly to allow Bennett Ayala
to tag up from third base and
score the winning run in the botSee & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

tom of the seventh inning to give
the Blue Devils a 3-2 victory.
The rivalry showdown was a
chess match between coaches
when it came to strategy. The
Westfield Blue Coaches were
Brian Pietrewicz, Joe Alfano, Dan
Ives and Jeff Pravlik and they
were matching their wits against
Raider coaches Anthony DiNizo,
Chris Bates and Dallas Lorenzetti.
DiNizo was a recent SPF gradu-

l'ennemi du journaliste

ate who played for the high school
team and Lorenzetti is still a
member this year’s Union County
Tournament championship team.
The Raiders consisted of Cooper Stahley, Ryan Watt, Jack
Sponheimer, Ryan Sacchetti, CJ
Bates, Jack Masterson, Jackson
Lorenzetti, Xavier Vega, Jack
Byrne, Owen Dimon and David
Camba. The Westfield Blue con-

Probitas Verus Honos

sisted of Jake Park, Aaron Ives,
Jake Alfano, Liam Garrett,
Brendan Kelly, Josh Greenwood,
Drew Pavlik, Ayala, Gavin Dwyer,
Daly, Tyler Pietrewicz and Colin
Williard.
Blue Devil pitchers Greenwood
and Pravlik combined to allow
eight hits but only one walk and
one hit batter, while striking out
four batters. Raider pitchers
Stahley, Sponheimer and Vega
allowed only four clean hits, while
striking out three, but the Blue
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Devils took advantage of seven
walks and a hit batter.
The Raiders did pose a threat in
the top of the first inning. Stahley
beat out a leadoff infield single
toward first. After Watt lined out
to right field, Sponheimer added
another infield single. After a
double steal, the Raiders had
runners on second and third with
one out but Greenwood struck
out a batter then got Bates to
ground out to second. In the Blue
Devil first, Ives (2-for-3) drilled
a one-out double to right. After
Watt chased down Alfano’s fly
ball in leftfield, Garrett walked
but Watt got the third out when
he snagged Kelly’s liner.
Two straight fine defensive
plays, the first by Ayala at second and the second by Ives in
center, held the Raiders score-

less in the second. After Greenwood led off the Blue Devil second with a single to left and stole
second, Pravlik struck out then
Vega grabbed Ayala’s liner in
center and alertly fired to
Sponheimer at second to complete an inning-ending double
play.
The Blue Devils were limited to
one run in the third. First baseman
Bates pulled off a great stretch to
get the first batter out. Pietrewicz
struck out but the ball got past
the catcher, so he dashed safely
to first then would later steal
second. Byrne made a nice thirdto-first play to get the second out
then Ives yanked a sharp RBI
single to right, scoring Pietrewicz.
Once again, Watt made a great
running catch to record the third
out.

The Raiders answered with a
run in the fourth. Sacchetti
whacked a long double to rightcenter and Bates laid down a
bunt single. Masterson grounded
out to first but Sacchetti attempted to score and got caught
in a rundown for the second out.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

In the meantime, Bates wiggled
his way around the bases and
scored on a throwing error.
Garrett drew a leadoff walk in
the Westfield fourth and Kelly
was hit by a pitch. After Coach
DiNizo called a conference on the
mound, Stahley struck out the
next batter then Garrett got
caught in a rundown between
second and third for the second
out, which really paid off because Pravlik and Ayala both
walked to load the bases. The
next batter grounded out to second.
The Raiders took a 2-1 lead in
the fifth. Byrne doubled to right,
Stahley plopped a 40-foot single
in front of first and Watt dribbled
a 20-foot RBI single near the
third base line. But the Blue Devils answered to knot the score.

Daly walked and stole first. Park
popped up to second then Watt
made another super catch of Ives’
shot in left. Alfano walked. Daly
stole third then scored on a wild
pitch.
Neither team scored in the sixth
but Masterson slapped a one-out
single to right and sped to second when the ball slipped past
the fielder. As Masterson attempted to take third, he became the victim of a great rightto-short-to-third relay.
When the Raiders failed to score
in the seventh, the Blue Devils
came to the plate and Ayala beat
out an infield single and later
stole second and third. Dwyer
walked then Daly lofted his gamewinning RBI sac fly to right.
Sc Pl-Fanwood
Westfield Blue
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Cranford Beats Millburn Blue 11-1
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The Police Response To Tamaques School Incident Was Fantastic
Dear Mayor Brindle, Chief
Battiloro, and Ms. Oster: I am a
Westfield parent of a 4th grade
lacrosse player who was dropped
off in the Tamaques Elementary
parking lot and practice field area
last Thursday, 6/13, when Thomas J. Wilkie was trespassing on
the property with a loaded .45caliber handgun. The police response to this incident was fantastic.
I am extremely grateful that
someone decided to reach out to
the Delaware police, that information was shared with our
town’s police department, and
that for whatever reason, Wilkie
decided not to shoot me, my son
or his friends that day. It is my
belief that the safety of our children is a priority for members of
our governmental leadership
team, police department and
schools.
I consider Westfield’s student
and school safety response to
events following the Parkland, FL
shooting exceptional. Thank you
for putting our children first.
As I witnessed some of the
events related the Mr Wilkie’s
arrest, I would like to share my
observations over the period of
time I was in the parking lot,
from 3:50 p.m. until after 5 pm.
I dropped my son and his five
friends off along Tamaques’ drop
off line in front of the school. I
recall looking at my dashboard
clock; 3:54 p.m.. I departed the
parking lot and turned right onto
Willow Grove. I immediately noticed a squad car parked on the
opposite side of Willow Grove
and two officers walking very
quickly along my side of the road
just past me. I looked in my
rearview mirror and noted that
they turned into the elementary
school exit.
Turning my vehicle around, I
re-entered the school parking lot.
As I drove past what was Wilkie’s
vehicle, I saw the officers tussling slightly. As I parked the car
in one of the spots to the right of

the school, I noticed Wilkie was
laying on the ground. I watched
and waited and very quickly, several marked and unmarked police squad cars showed up as
well. At one point, a plain-clothed
officer started walking along the
sidewalk toward the playing fields
behind the school. I asked him if
everything was OK.
He quickly said, “Yes, the school
is in lockdown,” and he kept walking. I decided to stay put because I wasn’t sure whether the
scene was safe and was concerned for the safety of my son
and his lacrosse team. I did not
see the plain-clothed officer return to where Wilkie and the
other officers were gathered. As
I looked back toward Wilkie’s
vehicle, I noticed Wilkie sitting
up now, with his hands cuffed
behind him.
After approximately ten minutes had passed, Wilkie was
placed into the backseat of one
of the squad cars. In an effort to
obtain more information about
the situation, I drove toward the
area where the officers were
standing. I asked another plainclothed officer the same question, “Is everything OK?” This
officer appeared surprised to see
me and responded, “How did you
get here? The school is in a
lockdown. Are you a teacher?” I
proceeded to let him know that I
was not a teacher but rather a
mom who had dropped a car-full
of lacrosse players off just before
4 p.m. for practice.
His response was, “We’re in
lockdown. Are there players on
the field? We are going to need to
get them off the field.” He started
quickly walking toward the playing fields. I re-parked my car and
walked to the blacktop area up
above the playing fields, thinking I would need to collect my
son and his friends.
By the time I got there, the
first plain-clothed officer I interacted with said, “It’s okay; they
can continue practicing.” I waited

at the scene until approximately
5 pm. As I looked over to Wilkie’s
car, I noted that the squad car
they had put him into was gone
and some police squad cars has
also departed. Entrance to and
exit from Tamaques was still
blocked off by squad cars, but I
was able to exit onto Willow
Grove.
At 4:50 p.m., 3D Lacrosse
Coach, Patrick Tuohy, had
emailed parents that Tamaques
school was on lockdown but that
Westfield police had assured him
that everything was okay and
there was no threat. He also
communicated that players would
have to be dropped off and picked
up on Seward Avenue. I was
quite surprised to learn later
Thursday evening that the school
had remained in lockdown until
after 5:30 p.m., while 20-30 lacrosse players were practicing
on the school property during
that entire time.
I share these observations with
the hope that it will be helpful to
your investigation of this incident, that it will be shared with
your district security consultants,
StoneGate Associates, and that
it will open a dialogue about how
best to move forward to do our
very best as a town to protect its
citizens. As an observer to this
incident, as well as a citizen and
parent of two Westfield children,
I ask for consideration of the
following questions as you work
through your investigation:
- With Tamaques Elementary
school building being locked down
from before 4 pm until after 5:30
p.m., does it make sense to allow
individuals on Tamaques Elementary property without the same
safety measures in place?
- If there was a decision made,
in the interest of safety, to keep
school doors locked beyond
school hours at all schools, how
does that affect the protection of
individuals on school property
outside the building beyond
school hours where scheduled
activities are regularly occurring?

- During this incident on Thursday, I received two different responses from police officers with
respect to what needed to occur
to ensure the safety of 20-30
boys on Tamaques’ field. Given
that there was disagreement
between members of the police
department on procedure, what
procedure should have been in
place, and should be in place
going forward, for individuals on
school property, but outside the
building?
- Given that at least one officer
admitted surprise in learning from
me that there were 20-30 lacrosse players on Tamaques field
during this incident, would it be
valuable for WPD to know exactly which school fields are occupied during what hours each
day, whether for scheduled,

school-based extracurricular activities or activities where private organizations are paying for
field time?
Thankfully, someone decided
to alert authorities on Thursday.
Westfield responded amazingly
fast to a dangerous situation that
could have been much worse.
The town did an exceptional job
protecting students and staff inside the school. However,
Westfield was lucky that Thomas
Wilkie did not pull the trigger on
Thursday, killing those on school
property outside the building.
I would be interested in hearing the results of the investigation, and learning what measures you decide are worth taking to continue to do your best to
protect our community.

Thank You Police

Kelly Johnson
Westfield
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Gov. Phil Murphy Visits Westfield, June 19, 2019
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I Am Supporting Jenn Gilman
For Westfield Town Council, Ward 3
I come from a politicallyminded family where current
events and issues were always
carefully examined and debated.
We have always supported the
ideals of a government just big
enough to raise all of us up, fiscal
responsibility, and wise policies
that promoted the best interests
of our children’s America, not
just our own.
We arrived in Westfield in 2007
and were thrilled to find a town
that, largely, finds common
ground to address the challenges
and opportunities that face our
families, believes that collaboration is more effective and sustainable than confrontation, and
wants all of us to thrive.
That is why I am so excited
that Jenn Gilman is running as
the Democratic candidate for
Westfield Town Council in Ward
3. We’ve known Jenn for several
years, and marvel at how much
she loves this town. More importantly, she recognizes that poli-

tics is not a spectator sport, and
that we all can — and should —
play a part to ensure that the
community in which we live is the
best it can be. Jenn’s commitment to Westfield, which takes
many forms, demonstrates this
dedication, and I am confident
she will be an outstanding representative for us all.
For example, Jenn would play
an incredibly valuable role in the
Master Plan process. Not only
would she represent a broad
swath of Westfielders’ interests,
but she would also contribute
thoughtful and strategic ideas
that improve the quality of life as
well as enhance the value of our
homes.
We support Jenn’s candidacy
for Westfield Town Council, Ward
3, and hope you will join us in
voting for her in November.
Thank you.
Jeffrey G. Kagan

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200500 words.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish
political endorsements in its
online media, available with
download of the newspaper at
www.goleader.com. Submittals
should
be
emailed
to
editor@goleader.com.
Those who would like their
political endorsements also published in the printed newspaper
can do so by using the paid service
at
https://
www.goleader.com/form/
bulletin.htm.
We publish letters to the
editor in the printed newspaper
on issues of importance to our
readers at the discretion of the
editors.

Westfield, NJ

We Support Mark Parmelee
For Ward 2 Westfield Councilman

We have had the pleasure
of knowing Mark Parmelee and
his family for the last decade. He
is a father of four; the oldest is
now completing his sophomore
year of college, the two middle
kids attend Westfield High School,
and his youngest is at Roosevelt
Intermediate School finishing the
sixth grade.
We first met Mark as the
coach of our daughter’s soccer
team. He created a fun, positive
experience for the girls; our
daughter still plays in high school
today. He is an incredibly generous neighbor, giving his time and
know how without ever hesitating. Many times, he has helped
us out on various home projects
and didn’t think twice about sharing his portable generator with

us during Hurricane Sandy. These
are the types of traits that make
him a great neighbor, a tremendous friend, and a warm, kind
guy who demonstrates that he’s
not at all afraid to roll up his
sleeves and get to work whenever he is needed.
We believe Mark is an excellent candidate for Ward 2 town
councilman. He is not only the
father of four very active children, but also a prior New York
state prosecutor and now an accomplished corporate attorney.
His experiences would only bring
positive growth for the second
ward and the council as a whole.
As a resident for over 17
years, Mark truly appreciates the
Town of Westfield and wants to
ensure the town will be a vibrant

and strong community, the kind
of stable community that will
bring his kids back to eventually
settle to raise families of their
own.
He has a vision of engagement and innovation; he is approachable and collaborative. His
intelligence, wit and insight will
help him represent the issues
here in Ward 2. We are proud to
support Mark Parmelee; join us
helping him become elected for
Ward 2!
Leslie O’Connor

Letters to Westfield
the Editor

New Jersey
The Westfield Leader/Times

Clean Water Action NJ Supports
Millionaires Tax In New Jersey
Clean Water Action’s NJ
Campaign State Director Eric
Benson last week joined others
at a State House rally in support
of the millionaires tax and tax
fairness. His statement is as follows:
“You can’t have a strong and
healthy New Jersey economy
without lifting everyone up, addressing climate change, preventing environmental health
harms no matter which zip code
you live in, and making sure that
dedicated funds that benefit all
of society (be they for renewable
energy or affordable housing)
are no longer raided to balance
the state budget because millionaires have gotten a pass when
it comes to contributing to the
greater good.
The poor and vulnerable
have suffered needlessly for too
long. The state’s needs are great.
On the environment alone, clean
energy, lead abatement programs, NJ Transit, and DEP (Department of Environmental Protection) are all underfunded. Now

is the time for leadership in the
New Jersey Legislature to lead.
We do not need any more shortterm budget gimmicks. We need
a permanent millionaire’s tax that
Governor (Phil) Murphy can sign
into law.
“Clean Water Action urges
the Legislature and Administration to put politics aside. It’s time
for folks to rise up, move on, and
work together to ensure a better
future for all.”
Eric Benson, State Director
Clean Water NJ Campaign
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Courtesy of Rachel Peter

SENIORS PROM...Deerfield Elementary School in Mountainside senior prom held June 15 at Deerfield. The annual event gives seniors a chance to enjoy the decorations
from the 8th grade dance held the evening prior. This year’s theme was “Out of This World” with dinner and dancing that followed. Forty-seven seniors enjoyed the evening.
Mayor Paul Mirabelli, at right, takes a turn wwith one of the seniors.

Bravo Mr. Sweeney, Mr. Coughlin
An open letter to Steve
Sweeney, NJ Senate president,
and Craig Coughlin, Assembly
Speaker: Bravo Mr. Sweeney and
Mr. Coughlin for standing up to
Governor (Phil) Murphy and the
public workers by submitting a
budget that contains no new taxes.
Just so you know, no one was
impressed by the show of force
the public workers displayed in
Trenton this past week. Everyone
knows who they are and what
they want. They want to tax the
hell out of New Jersey so they
continue receiving their lavish
salaries and benefits. Their greed
has no limits and they don’t care
about hurting everybody else and
bankrupting our state. It’s time to
show those public workers that they

no longer control Trenton through
their puppet Governor.
Thank you for being the
champions of the taxpayers and
of the real middle class of New
Jersey. Unfortunately, when Governor Murphy talks about the
middle class, he usually means
the public workers, not the rest
of us.
And to all of you Senators and
Assembly members, we encourage you to support Mr. Sweeney
and Mr. Coughlin. Their plan to
cut costs instead of raising taxes
will make New Jersey a much
better place for all of us, including your own children.
George Kneisser Sr.
NJ Citizens for Prop. Tax
Reform
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Caverly, Andrew Lahrheim

CRANFORD — The senior awards ceremony took place June 6 in the Cranford High School auditorium.
Following is the letter from the principal that was in the beginning of the program.
“What a wonderful evening awaits you! After four years of giving service to your school and striving to do your
best academically, you are at the pinnacle of your high school career. This moment did not come easily. You
contributed many hours of effort, hard work and scholarship so that you might achieve this success.
We are very grateful to the many organizations in the Cranford community, both philanthropic and civic, that
have donated so richly to honor you tonight. Like the members of the faculty of Cranford High School, they
recognize your labor; the very presence of these individuals pays tribute to your work as young citizens of
Cranford. We are duly proud of you.
Parents, come celebrate with us tonight as we honor young men and women of promise, individuals who have
made our high school a finer place. Seniors, take time out of this special evening to thank your benefactors
personally. Most of all, let ‘the spirit of giving’ that so dominates tonight become YOUR spirit, and the way you
live your life become repayment for what others have done for you.”

Wednesday Morning Club Award:
Microsoft Applications and Pre- Johanna Capone, Kaitlyn Herreid
sentations Award: Samantha
Bryson
Union County Secondary Principals’ Student Recognition Award:
National Honor Society for Dance Nora Sullivan
Arts Senior Honor Award: Shea
Mackey, Colleen MacNamara
Union County School Counselors
Association “We Care” Award:
National School Choral Award: Brianna Boxwell, Benjamin
Madeline Simone, Noah Wohlsen Quinutolo
National School Orchestra Award: Union County School Counselors
Zoe D’Amico
Association “George Huff We
Care” Award: Thomas Gilmartin
Oliver J. West Mathematics
Award: Andrew Lahrheim, Julia The Meyer Family Scholarship:
Sorkin
Colleen MacNamara
Photography Student Award: Spencer Savings Bank ScholarLauren Sillito, Alexis Santoro
ship: Alexis Santoro

Cranford High School Medallions: Excellence in Chemistry: Grace General Business Award: Colleen Physical Education and Health
Rodgers, Colleen Rodgers
Award: Timothy Eimer, Kathryn
Bridget Dineen, Grace DiGiovanni DiGiovanni
Pringle
Student Government Award for Cranford High School Award for George Deckenbach Fine Arts
Prologue Prize: Burke Jaeger
Leadership and Service: Thomas Excellence in Environmental Sci- Award: Madeline Garcia
ence: Benjamin Quinutolo
Gilmartin, Reilly Michie
German Award: Ryan Schubert Ready-Set-Teach
Award:
Gabriella Bayate
Four-Year Perfect Attendance Cranford High School Award for
Excellence in Physics: Andrew Graphic Arts Student of the Year
Award: Erin Infante
Lahrheim
Award: Maeve Touhey
Science Academy Award: Justin
Marko, Claire Rayball
Academic Achievement Award:
Max Caverly, Allisun Peebles, Cranford High School Computer Herff-Jones DECA Student of the
Science Award: Lauren Manning Year: Christopher Giuditta, Social Studies Department Award
Samantha Potash
Hannah McCarthy
for Excellence: Bridget Dineen,
Mallory Fries, Christopher
Accounting Award: Madeline Cranford High School Web Design Award: Logan DesRochers Japanese Language Study Giuditta, Ryan Schubert
Larrabee
Award: Jennifer Flynn
Spanish Award: Emily Marinucci
Automotives Student of the Year Dialogue Award for Editorial Excellence: Julia Vaughn
John Philip Sousa Band Award:
Award: Eric Young
Minato Hiroka
Teacher Cadet Student Advocate:
Colleen MacNamara
CADD Student of the Year Award: Engineering Technology Award:
Theodore Trojan
Latin Award: Ian Baumann
Jose Calixto
The Clark Terry Jazz Award:
Child Development Award: An- English Department Award for Louis Armstrong Jazz Award: Lucian Mahadeo
Excellence: Bridget Dineen
Joshua Furer
drew Dolan
Thespian of the Year: Noah
Concert Choir Honor Award: Rose Family and Consumer Sciences Lucy O. Teague Award for Excel- Wohlsen
Award: Brandon Hanlon
lence in the Study of Foreign
Michetti
Language: Alexia Berenger
Tutor Tribute: Maeve Touhey
Crafts Student of the Year Award: Foods and Nutrition Award:
Madrigal Choir Honor Award: Woods Student of the Year
Chloe Sachs, Catherine McMullan Amaya Simpson
Juliana Marcotrigiano
Award: Abigail Chang
Cranford High School Award for Frank Galina Business Award:
Marketing
Award:
Jamie Yearbook Award: Julia Vaughn
Excellence in Biology: Ryan Benjamin Quinutolo
Hendrzak
Schubert
French Award: Mallory Fries
Wismer Community Scholarship:
Math League Award: Max Benjamin Quinutolo
Cranford High School Award for

Rutgers Club of Cranford Scholarship: Ian Baumann
Ronald & Helena Macklin World
Language Scholarship: Jennifer
Flynn
Ronald & Helena Macklin Soccer
Scholarship: Michael Carracino
PrimeTime Before and After
School Child Care Scholarship:
Emma DeBole, Amanda Hogan,
Madison Howells, Lucian
Mahadeo, Emily Marinucci, Justin Marko, Nicholas Noce, Sofia
Prata, Kathryn Pringle, Alexis
Santoro, Hailey Seals, Steven
Shore, Kayleigh Talbot, Patrick
Trojan, Theodore Trojan, Riona
Wilson
Patrolman Robert F. Hand Memorial Scholarship: Grace
DiGiovanni, Gabriella Markase
New Jersey 2019 Stateswoman
of the Year: Bridget Dineen
Nancy Pearl Campbell Visionary
Scholarship: Jessica Schwartz
Mitzi Pollock Art Scholarship
Award: Maya Desiderio
Michael J. Wielgus II Memorial
Scholarship: Drew Patterson
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Cranfor
d High School Senior Awar
ds
Cranford
Awards
Cer
emony (continued)
Ceremony

Kanishka Paul, MD Memorial Cranford Lacrosse Club ScholarScholarship: Maeve Young
ship: Conor Halpin, Anna Horne,
Justin Marko, Philip Marotta, Sofia
Joseph Dugandzic Memorial Prata, Emma Scott, Steven Shore
Scholarship: Daniel Swanson,
Kayleigh Talbot
Cranford Knights of Columbus
Council 6226 Scholarship: LindJames Lenney Memorial Choral say Aschmies, Jenna Besnecker,
Scholarship: Matthew Mallick
Patrick Coates, Julia Connolly,
Ethan
Haughey,
Sophia
James Ciampo Scholarship: McMullen,
Mary
Grace
Amanda Hogan
McNamara, Kevin O’Donovan,
Zachary Pierce, Sofia Prata
In Memory of Justin John Juzefyk:
Emma DeBole
Cranford Knights of Columbus
Council 6226 Monsignor Fimiani
Edward and Catherine Maguire Scholarship: John Santulli
Memorial Scholarship: Emma
DeBole
Cranford Knights of Columbus
Council 6226 Christine M.
Dr. Josephine Corbo Harris Crafts Bagniewski Scholarship: Jayna
Achievement Award: Charlotte Mallon
Willis
Cranford Jaycees Community SerCranford Wrestling Parents Club vice Award: Patrick Coates, Julia
Scholarship: Matthew Doran
Connolly, Emma DeBole, Logan
DesRochers, Grace DiGiovanni,
Cranford Woman’s Club Commu- Adam Eichholtz, Timothy Eimer,
nity Service Award: Adam Joshua Furer, Brendan Hanlon,
Eichholtz, Kayla Hooey, Madison Kayla Hooey, Jayna Mallon, Sophia
Howells, Jayna Mallon, Mary McMullan, Paulina Onisko, Ellen
Grace McNamara
Rokicki, Alexis Santoro, John
Santulli, Julia Sorkin, Kayleigh
Cranford Village Improvement Talbot, Scott Weichert
Association Nursing Scholarship:
Emma DeBole, Amanda Hogan
Cranford Historical Society History Award: Gabriella Markase
Cranford Soccer Club Scholarship: Jenna Besnecker, Michael Cranford High School PTSA Award
Carracino
for Outstanding Achievement:
Bridget Dineen, Grace DiGiovanni
Cranford Rotary Club Scholarship: Grace DiGiovanni, Timothy Cranford High School PTSA Award
Eimer, Joshua Furer, Ellen Rokicki for Excellence of Performance:
Jennifer Flynn, Elizabeth Molfetto
Cranford Rotary Club Leadership
Award: Kaylen Ledford
Cranford High School Class of
1969 Scholarship: Antonio Mena,
Cranford Rotary Club Interact Lauren Sillito
Scholarship: Nina Carbone
Cranford High School Class of
Cranford PAL Glenn A. Owens 1968 Scholarship: Victoria Dalli
Memorial Scholarship: John Bush,
Michael Carracino, Kathryn
Congratulations!
Pringle, Lauren Williamson

Cranford High School Class of
1967 Scholarship: Mary Grace
McNamara
Cranford Gender Equity Advocate Scholarship: Jennifer Kosty
Cranford Education Association
Scholarship: Timothy Eimer, Erin
Infante, Caitlyn Kube, Kathryn
Manhardt, Kerry Pollock, Anna
Roberts, Ellen Rokicki, John
Santulli, James Shriner, Kayleigh
Talbot, Patrick Trojan, Theodore
Trojan, Eric Young
Cranford Area Chamber of Commerce Scholarship Awards: Adam
Eichholtz, Kayleigh Talbot
Cranford Area Chamber of Commerce Kurt Petschow Sr. Award
for Volunteerism: Brendan
Hanlon
Crane’s Ford Daughters of the
American Revolution Highest
Average in American History:
Bridget Dineen
Crane’s Ford Chapter Good Citizen Award: Bridget Dineen
College Women’s Club of Cranford
Highest GPA for a Female Student: Bridget Dineen
College Women’s Club of Cranford
General Scholarship: Alexa
Adubato, Emma DeBole, Grace
DiGiovanni,
Mary
Grace
McNamara, Paulina Onisko, Alexis
Santoro, Julia Sorkin

Photo Credit: Westfield Public Schools

SCHOOL SPIRIT...Washington School art teacher Diana D’Amico,
pictured center, thanks PTO Co-Presidents Wendy Nitche, pictured
left, and Jennifer Moshier for their help with a creative and collaborative murals project that was unveiled on April 22.

Washington Gymnasium Gets Mural Makeover

Colin Maher Memorial Scholar- WESTFIELD — There are colorful
new murals in the Washington
ship: Patrick Coates
School gymnasium, thanks to a
CDC Theater Performing Arts creative collaboration involving
fifth graders, parents, and teachScholarship: Noah Wohlsen
ers, Westfield High School (WHS)
Caramanica Women in Science graphic design students, the
Westfield Coalition of the Arts and
Scholarship: Sophia McMullan
a nearby graphics art company.
Alessandra LoConte Memorial “We wanted to highlight our love
Fund Scholarship: Emma DeBole of Washington School and the

many things that make it such a
special place,” said Washington
art teacher Diana D’Amico, who
spearheaded the mural project.
At a mural unveiling on April 22,
Ms. D’Amico told students and
staff that the “Wildcats” panel
showcasing “favorite school
memories will serve to recognize
the legacy of learners at Washington School.”
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dlaw+Hartridge Fifth
ardlaw+Hartridge
Graders Graduate at
Moving Up Cer
emony
Ceremony

AREA — Students at The
Wardlaw+Hartridge School in
Edison moved up to Middle
School during the Fifth Grade
Moving Up Ceremony on Tuesday, June 11, in the Berry Performing Arts Center. Students
said farewell to Lower School
with family, friends and faculty
and staff members in attendance.
The program began with the
processional to Prince of
Denmark’s March and a flag
salute before everyone joined
in the singing of God Bless
America. Andrew Webster of
Edison, Head of School, provided a welcome for the guests
in attendance.

WESTFIELD -- Five Westfield area
students were among the 132
seniors who graduated from
Delbarton School in Morris Township on Sunday, June 2. Thomas
Colicchio, Will Collins, Jack
Cushing, Frankie Gialanella and
Aidan Maher each received their
diplomas from Delbarton Headmaster Fr. Michael Tidd, OSB,
with plans to matriculate to Duke
University, the University of Notre
Dame, Bucknell University,
Georgetown University and the
University of Notre Dame respectively. Collectively the seniors
contributed significantly to the
school over the past few years
through numerous service engagements, student government
roles, the arts and athletics (soccer, baseball, hockey, basketball, tennis, lacrosse, golf, rugby
and track combined).

The graduating seniors heard an
inspirational commencement
address from a 2004 Delbarton
graduate Taylor Price. One month
after his Delbarton graduation,
on July 8, 2004, Mr. Price became a C5-C6 quadriplegic after
diving into the ocean on Long
Island and hitting a sandbar.
Since then, in 2010 he graduated cum laude from Georgetown
University, and earned a Masters
of Professional Studies in Sports
Industry Management from
Georgetown in 2012, receiving
the Ignatian Student Award, annually presented to one student
for maintaining academic excellence
while
embodying
Georgetown’s Jesuit ideals. Currently, he is employed by the
U.S. Department of Homeland
Security where he is Campaign
Manager of the organization’s “If

You See Something, Say Something®” Campaign. He serves as
an active, vocal advocate for The
Christopher and Dana Reeve
Foundation and, as a co-founder
of the Georgetown University
Conference on Employment of
People with Disabilities, works
hard to increase the employment
opportunities for people with disabilities.
Founded in 1939, Delbarton
School is an independent
Benedictine, Catholic learning
community under the direction
of the monks of St. Mary’s Abbey
and their lay colleagues. The
School welcomes young men in
grades 7-12 from diverse backgrounds to pursue excellence,
develop leadership, and build
character by educating the whole
person: mind, body and spirit.
Learn more at Delbarton.org.

Silvia Davis of Metuchen, Lower
School Head, delivered remarks
and the third and fourth grade
sang For Just a Little While. The
guests were entertained by a
retrospective video presentation, prepared by Erin
Maciorowski of Neptune, Lower
School technology specialist.
Mr. Webster, Mrs. Davis and
Lower School teachers Tim Head
of Cranford (fifth grade), Elizabeth Schultz of Hillsborough
(fifth grade) and Ellen Ritz of
Piscataway (fourth grade)
handled the presentation of certificates.
A reception for fifth grade students, parents and guests followed in the front courtyard.

STEPPING UP...Students at The Wardlaw+Hartridge School in Edison
moved up to Middle School during the Fifth Grade Moving Up
Ceremony on Tuesday, June 11, in the Berry Performing Arts
Center. The fifth graders gather for a class photo in the amphitheater.
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War
dlaw+Hartridge Middle School
ardlaw+Hartridge
Students Step Up at Cer
emony
Ceremony

AWARD...David Ezra Flatau-Jones of Scotch Plains, pictured at
right, presents the Streib Award to Anushka Dalal of Scotch Plains,
at left, during the Wardlaw+Hartridge School Eighth Grade Class of
2019 Stepping Up Ceremony on Wednesday, June 12, in the Berry
Performing Arts Center.
STEPPING UP...The eighth grade graduates gather for a class photo in the amphitheater.

AREA — The Eighth Grade Class
of
2019
at
The
Wardlaw+Hartridge School in
Edison completed its Middle
School journey during the Stepping Up Ceremony on Wednesday, June 12, in the Berry Performing Arts Center.
It was a memorable evening that
began with a processional to
Rondeau and continued with the
Pledge of Allegiance and everyone singing America the Beautiful. Corinna Crafton, Ed.D, of
Edison, Middle School Head, welcomed the students, parents,
friends and other members of
the W+H community.
Andrew Webster of Edison, Head
of School, began the announcement of award winners by presenting merit awards to David
Ezra Flatau-Jones of Scotch
Plains, Annie Gu of Edison and
Nicholas Vargas of Dunellen and
an achievement award to Nelagh
Matthews of Metuchen. Mr.

Webster also recognized the lifers
among this year’s eighth grade
graduates.
David Ezra Flatau-Jones presented the Streib Cup to Anushka
Dalal of Scotch Plains. This award
is given for the highest achievement in public speaking among
sixth and seventh graders. Annie
Gu, who won the eighth-grade
public speaking contest and the
privilege to be the speaker at the
Middle School Stepping Up Ceremony, delivered a wonderful
speech about her middle school
memories and expressed gratitude to classmates, teachers and
parents.
Annie Gu won the prestigious
Kilpatrick Award, which is presented to the best all-around
eighth-grade student. Criteria for
this award include academics,
athletics, citizenship and leadership. She also won the Chandler
Award for the eighth-grade student with the highest overall av-

erage for the academic year.
Jamei Schenck of Somerset received the Elwell Award as the
outstanding male athlete and
Bronwyn Russell of East Windsor
won the Lum Award as the outstanding female athlete.
Ariel Wang of Edison won the
Althea Marder Pond Award for
outstanding work in the fine arts,
while Annie Gu won the Althea
Marder Pond Award for excellence in the performing arts. Matthew Faust of Westfield and Ravi
Nanavati of Plainfield received
Community Service Awards.
Kirsten Rogers of Parlin recognized eighth grade student council members with special pins.
Ms. Crafton made remarks and
provided some words of wisdom
before joining Mr. Webster and
advisors Nancy Duddy, Ian
McElroy and Esther Faus in the
presentation of certificates.
Congratulations to the Eighth
Grade Class of 2019!

Wardlaw+Hartridge Students
Honored At Senior Farewell Dinner
AREA — Members of the Class of
2019 at The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison joined their parents, family, faculty and staff members and administrators at the
annual Senior Farewell Dinner on
Monday, June 10, in the AP Room.
Bob Bowman, Ed.D, of Scotch
Plains, Assistant Head of School
for Upper School, welcomed the
guests and Andrew Webster of
Edison, Head of School, made
opening remarks. Senior members of the Concert Choir performed during the early part of the
dinner hour.
Classmates Alexandra Vargas of
Dunellen, Kelly Lawrence of Scotch
Plains and Ayush Menon of Scotch
Plains made speeches about the
Past, Present and Future, respectively. Stanislav DeLaurentiis of
Plainfield, Student Council President, led a Senior Toast to Teach-

ers and Ray Huang of Edison,
Senior Class President, led a Senior Toast to Parents. The seniors
also presented a framed class
photo to Mr. Bowman.
Students who excelled in their
internship and thesis projects were
recognized, along with the Global
Scholars in the Class of 2019. The
senior departmental subject
awards for outstanding achievement in academics, athletics and
the arts followed.
Senior Awards of Distinction were
presented to Alexandra Vargas
(W-H Pin), Stanislav DeLaurentiis
(Alumni Association Award),
Dazlyn Erachshaw of Iselin (Parents’ Association Award), Stanislav
DeLaurentiis (Stevenson Award),
Matangi Melpakkam of Piscataway
(Headmaster’s Cup) and Aanandi
Murlidharan of Edison (Upper
School Head’s Award).
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WESTFIELD
HIGH SCHOOL
Prom 2019

PROM PRE-PARTY…Westfield High School senior girls and boys
gather for a pre-prom party at a house located on Prospect Avenue
in Westfield.
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Then and now, pictured, are: Gianna Cassera and Gianni Caro
Esposito.

DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
seniors get ready for prom. The dance was held at the Imperia in
Somerset Friday.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School

Prom 2019

SUIT AND TIE...Pictured, left to right, are: Carter Pomponio, David
Klopher, Brandon Garcia, Gianni Caro Esposito, Elijah Jones, Jake
Hogan, Daniel Resnicoff, and Zack Zimmerman.

Pictured here, above and at right, are:
Gianna Cassera and Gianni Caro Esposito
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Alexander Wendel Named to
Honor Roll at Lawrence Tech

WESTFIELD - Alexander Wendel
from Westfield has been named
to the Dean’s Honor Roll for the
Spring, 2019 semester at
Lawrence Technological University. To be named to the honor
roll a student must maintain at
least a 3.5 grade point average
for the term.
Alex, who is a rising sophomore,
is studying Transportation Design at Lawrence Technology University (LTU). LTU is one of only
a handful of universities that of-

fer this program across the country. There were only 12 students
accepted into his class nationwide. He graduated Westfield
High School in June 2018.
Lawrence Technological University, www.ltu.edu, is a private
university founded in 1932 that
offers more than 100 programs
through the doctoral level in its
Colleges of Architecture and Design, Arts and Sciences, Business and Information Technology, and Engineering. PayScale

lists Lawrence Tech among the
nation’s top 100 universities for
the salaries of its graduates, and
U.S. News and World Report lists
it in the top tier of best Midwestern universities. Students benefit from small class sizes and a
real-world, hands-on, “theory
and practice” education with an
emphasis on leadership. Activities on Lawrence Tech’s 107acre campus include more than
60 student organizations and
NAIA varsity sports.

McKINLEY ELEMENT
ARY GL
OBE TROT
TERS
ELEMENTARY
GLOBE
TROTTERS
ARE YOU READY…The original Raiders football offensive line getting into their stance during Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
prom night at the Imperia in Somerset. Pictured, are: Matt Fazzino,
Billy Root, Gianni Caro Esposito, Nicky Smith & Doug Tibbals.

Third Grade Students Perform
At Intl. Celebration

Photo Credit: Westfield Public Schools

A time-honored tradition at McKinley
Elementary School in Westfield. For
more than two decades, third graders
have researched and written about a
specific country, using that information to compose a speech to perform at
an International Celebration in May.
Each student in a group touches on an
aspect of the assigned country,
whether history, culture, food, sports
and leisure, and other traditions. “This
celebration gives our students the opportunity to show off the many skills
they have acquired throughout the
school year,” said third grade teacher
Brendan Hickey.
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