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GATHERING PLACE...Mindowaskin Park Gazebo is one of the landmarks of Westfield. It is a gathering place for park-
goers, it is a platform for many ceremonies and events in town, and where the Community Concert Band performs.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

‘Get your scorecards. Get your
scorecards. Can’t tell the spies from the
conspirators without a scorecard.’

Such was just one of my thoughts
after seeing filmmaker Aviva
Kempner’s fascinating, incredible and
rather mind-blowing documentary
about Morris ‘Moe’ Berg, Major League
catcher, Princeton (B.A.) and Colum-
bia (LL.D.) graduate, speaker of 12
languages who studied Sanskrit at the
Sorbonne and, oh, almost forgot, spy
for the OSS. Psst…He was assigned to
help undermine the Nazi atomic bomb
program during WWII. But what drives
you crazy as you partake of Ms.
Kempner’s scholarly and entertaining
treasure trough of the superbly as-
sembled puzzle that was Newark, New
Jersey’s, Moe Berg, is, how about all
the stuff we probably don’t know about
him?

It’s pretty nutty in its obscurity…that
every schoolkid in America doesn’t
know who this unsung hero was.
OK…by the very nature of Moe Berg’s
life outside the baselines, it was all
hush, hush. But one would think as you
witness the extraordinary unraveling of
the many sides of the catcher who, by
the way, once went 117 games behind
the plate without committing an error,
that his exploits would by now be leg-
end. I mean, gee, one of the Kardashians
has an affair with a pop star and we
practically declare a national holiday.
As I once heard an old philosopher
sitting on a soda crate in front of a candy
store back in the old neighborhood say,
“Something is upside down.”

But that’s part of the awesomeness
that is The Spy Behind Home Plate, the
proof of the pudding that there is the
surface world where everyone is just
pretty much oblivious, doing the bread
and circus thing, whereas in little known,
unheralded nooks and hollers of the
human experience, there are folks do-
ing the heavy lifting for our species. I’m
sure hoping some of them are hard at
work right now. It’s certainly time for
the brave figure on the white horse to
enter stage left.

Moe once had tea with Einstein, and
the scientist kidded that he’d teach him
the theory of relativity if Moe taught
him the concept and finer points of
baseball. He also enjoyed a friendship
with Babe Ruth when he was part of a
goodwill tour to Japan, wherein our

ballplayers volunteered to help teach
the ins and outs of our national pastime
to the college players there. But if any-
one was really paying attention back
then in 1934, perhaps they’d have given
pause to Mr. Berg’s attendance in the
Land of the Rising Sun.

You see, while I’ll forever be im-
pressed by anyone who ascends to the
Major Leagues, by baseball’s highly
rigorous standards, Moe was just an
average backstop. And when fellow
Washington Senator, outfielder Dave
Harris, was reminded that his teammate
spoke several languages, he said,
“Yeah…and he can’t hit in any of them.”
Thus it only makes sense that anyone
with a passing interest in both baseball
and international intrigue would have
seen the curiosity in Moe being picked
to join the likes of future Hall of Famers
Earl Averill, Lou Gehrig, Charlie
Gehringer, Babe Ruth, Lefty Gomez,
etc. Suffice it to note, this may have
been Moe’s first assignment for the
OSS (Office of Strategic Services). Psst,
again…he came back with pictures of
important Japanese installations that
were later used in the Doolittle Raid.

Director Kempner, who has previ-
ously treated audiences to documenta-
ries such as Yoo-Hoo, Mrs. Goldberg
(2009), The Life and Times of Hank
Greenberg (1998) and Partisans of
Vilna (1986), may have been, in an-
other life, a super sleuth herself…so
astute is her sense of deduction. In
cracking the code of the otherwise re-
served, humble and handsome reposi-
tory of knowledge that was Moe Berg,
she once again proves she’s a connector
of the dots extraordinaire. But it’s the
stuff she pulls from the chasm of the
unknown that best distinguishes her
documentary creds. When she plucks a
previously undiscovered plum out of
the perplexing pie for the world to now
know, it appears neither specious nor a
stretch of the imagination.

Kempner’s erudite rummaging has
us repetitively musing, “How many
other anonymous and/or unhailed he-
roes who have lived and died do we
have to thank for the freedoms we
enjoy?” It’s a bit overwhelming.

On a personal level, considering how
things ultimately turned out for Moe,
we are a bit saddened by his astonishing
tale, unsure if he nonetheless found
lasting happiness. He wasn’t the type to
complain. Hence, in decoding the big
secret that was The Spy Behind Home
Plate, we take the occasion to sing our
own silent paean to him and console
ourselves with the thought that, just as
in baseball, there isn’t any crying in
espionage.

The Spy Behind Home Plate, not
rated, is an mTuckman release directed
by Aviva Kempner, starring documen-
tary footage of Morris Berg and a vari-
ety of people in the worlds of both
baseball and international intrigue.
Running time: 101 minutes.

The Spy Behind Home Plate
Glove, Mask, Cloak-and-Dagger

3 & ½ popcorns

Kara Cortes to Exhibit
‘Fantasy World’ Drawings

KENILWORTH — The Gallery-
on-the-Boulevard will present an ex-
hibit of line drawings by Kara Cortes
of Kenilworth entitled “Fantasy
World”. It will open on July 1 and
close September 30. Mostly self-
taught, Ms. Cortes has attended art
and advanced art classes at both
Roselle Park High School and Union
County College. This is the first ex-
hibit of her whimsical freehand draw-
ings. Some of the pieces are black and
white, while others have pastel colors
incorporated.

Ms. Cortes has a demanding sched-
ule teaching dance at Beyond Dance
in Cranford, which leaves her very
little free time. She finds that execut-
ing these intricate drawings helps her
to relax. Her grandparents and her
mother all have artistic abilities that
she has inherited.

All artwork is available for pur-

Junior Musical Club of
Westfield Held Grad. Recital

WESTFIELD — The Junior Musi-
cal Club of Westfield held its annual
Graduation Recital at the First Baptist
Church on June 12. The recital cel-
ebrates high school seniors in the club
about to leave for college.

Violinist Julia Filimonczuk is a se-
nior at Cranford High School. She pre-
sented Antonio Vivaldi’s Concerto, Op.
8, No. 10 “La caccia” and also Felix
Borowski’s Adoration. Julia has been
playing the violin for nine years in
school and with Lubove Schnable and
Debra Biderman in private tutorials.
Julia also plays the violin at Evangel
Church in Scotch Plains. She will be
attending Southeastern University,
Lakeland, Fla. as a nursing major.

Clarinetist, composer, and pianist
Rachel Hamelburg is a senior at
Westfield High School (WHS). She
performed Johannes Brahms’ Clarinet
Sonata No.1 in F Minor, Op. 120, No.
1, Movement 1 “Allegro appassionato”;
and the world premiere of her own
composition Tales of Gustav (inspired
by the novel The Gustav Sonata). Rachel
has been playing piano and clarinet for
10 years, recently studying clarinet with
Chris Dellarso, has traveled with the
WHS Wind Ensemble to Italy, and to
Indianapolis for the All National Con-
cert Band Festival. Rachel composes,

has taken music theory classes, and has
entered several songwriting competi-
tions. Rachel will attend the University
of Rochester NY and plans to take
instrumental lessons at the Eastman
School of Music.

Pianist Ashlen Suen is a senior at
WHS and is a member of the National
Honor Society. He offered Frédéric
Chopin’s Nocturne in B-flat minor,
Op. 9, No. 1. Ashlen has played piano
for t13 years, the clarinet for nine,
and has been in the WHS Wind En-
semble for three years. He will attend
the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son business school as a marketing
and finance major.

Pianist Katie Zhuang is a senior at
Union County Magnet High School in
Scotch Plains. She performed Claude
Debussy’s Arabesque No. 1; Pyotr
Tchaikovsky’s The Seasons, Op. 37a,
No. 5, “May, Starlit Night”; and Johann
Sebastian Bach’s French Suite No.3 in
B minor, Movement 1, “Allemande”.
Katie has been studying piano for eight
years under Elena Bartolf. She partici-
pated in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School marching band and was
in her school’s music club. She plans
to enter the Arts and Sciences College
at Rutgers University, majoring in com-
puter science.

COLLEGE BOUND...High school 2019 graduates Katie Zhuang, pianist; Julia
Filimonczuk, violinist; Ashlen Suen, pianist and clarinetist; and Rachel Hamelburg,
composer, pianist and clarinetist present their Junior Musical Club of Westfield
Graduation Recital on June 12 at the First Baptist Church.

Wardlaw+Hartridge Middle School
Students Excel at Music Festival

MUSIC IN THE PARK…David Ezra Flatau-Jones of Scotch Plains, Matt Piccoli
of Somerset, Caroline Parker of South Plainfield, Annie Gu of Edison and
Kapriana Payami of Scotch Plains proudly display the W+H trophies and medals
at last week’s Music in the Parks Festival at Kutztown University.

AREA — Middle School perform-
ing artists from The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison earned recognition,
accolades and a few trophies at last
week’s Music in the Parks Festival at
Kutztown University.

After their wonderful perfor-
mances, the students spent the rest of
the day having a blast at Dorney Park.

Below are the awards and recogni-

tion earned by W+H students and
ensembles:

Jazz Band – 1st Place, Excellent
Rating; Emelyn Choir – 1st Place,
Excellent Rating; Middle School
Choir, Emelyn Choir – Overall Win-
ner; Best MS Jazz Soloist – David
Ezra Flatau-Jones of Scotch Plains;
Best Student Accompanist – Annie
Gu of Edison.

Drawing by Kara Cortes of Kenilworth

ARE YOU READY…The original Raiders football offensive line getting into their
stance during Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School prom night at the Imperia in
Somerset. Pictured, are: Matt Fazzino, Billy Root, Gianni Caro Esposito, Nicky
Smith & Doug Tibbals.

chase by contacting the artist.
The Gallery is located in the

Kenilworth Library 548 Boulevard.
The exhibit is free and open to the
public during regular library hours.

For further information call (908)
276-2451 or visit
kenilworthlibrary.org.

Anyone interested in exhibiting art
work at the Gallery contact Barbara
Wirkus, curator, at:
dmbbw33@gmail.com.

Exit Pursued By A Bear
Opens Friday

AREA -- Exit Pursued By A Bear,
a dark revenge comedy about a wife
trying to leave her abusive husband,
by Lauren Gunderson, will run Fri-
day, June 21 through Sunday, June
30, with shows at 8 p.m. Fridays
and Saturdays, and 2 p.m. Sundays
at the Unity Bank Annex, 952
Stuyvesant Avenue, Union, where
Theater Project is creating a black
box theater in a large open room.

“George Street Playhouse started
in abandoned supermarket,” said
General Manager Gary Glor. “We
think Union is full of possibilities
for The Theater Project’s future!”

Tickets, $25 or $10 for students,
are available at the box office or by
visiting www.thetheaterproject.org.

Calling All Photographers!
Next year marks the 300 year anniversary of Westfield, and we are
seeking some outstanding photographs of the town for the cover of

This Is Westfield 2020.
A photograph that POPS,

An image that shows the overall beauty of Westfield.
Now is the time, while the weather is nice and the trees and flowers are in

bloom, to get out there and start snapping away.

Please send in your submissions to ae@goleader.com.

For the cover of This Is Westfield,
We need a vertical image, and crystal-clear, hi-res images.

Westfield Summer
Kickoff Movie Night
WESTFIELD – Bring a chair or

blanket and sit under the stars while
enjoying live music and an outdoor
movie, Jumanji, starring Robin Will-
iams, on Saturday, June 22, in the South
Avenue parking lot at the train station.

Music by The Unknown Legends
begins at 7 p.m. with the movie begin-
ning at 8:30 p.m. Food will be avail-
able for purchase by Outta Hand Pizza
and 1958 Cuban Cuisine.

The rain date is Sunday, June 23, or
Saturday, July 6.


