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Blue Devils Had Strong Start; Finish Season, 21-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield Athletic Hall of
Fame, created in 1993 by the Westfield
Bicentennial Committee, recently se-
lected its 14th induction class. It will
be honored on Nov. 23, 2020 at
Shackamaxon Country Club.

By any standards, it’s another out-
standing group. Individually, these
athletes won 36 Union County, 18
state sectional, and 16 state champi-
onships, set 39 school records, and
earned numerous all-county (33),
all-state (23), all-America (8), New
Jersey and Union County Player
and/or Coach of the Year honors.

They are (alphabetically):
Carol Lee (Weis) Allebaugh:

She put WHS cheerleading on the
map in New Jersey during her 13
years (1971-83) as the coach. She
also taught at the school from
1965-98.

Adam Bergo (’08): A county,
conference, sectional and Meet of
Champions winner – and school
record-holder – in the high jump.
He is the only WHS high jumper
to clear 7-feet, while winning East-
ern States. Later a multi-time Big
East Conference high- and triple-
jump champion at Rutgers.

Kenny Blackwell (’73): He set
school records in the long jump
and as a member of several state-
champion sprint relays. He was a
two-time conference, county and
sectional long jump champion, and
state Group 4 winner as a senior.

Claudia Carnevale (’90): She
earned nine letters, three each in
field hockey, basketball and soft-
ball, and was captain and Most
Valuable Player of each. She
posted 19 shutouts as the field
hockey goalie, scored 533 points
in basketball (No. 17 all-time, and
No. 5 when she graduated) and hit
.372 in softball while playing
shortstop.

Neil Chamberlin (’72): A three-
year letter winner in football (end
and safety) and baseball (middle
infielder), he was all-county and all-
state in both sports. The football teams
went 26-0-1. He was later a two-time
all-Ivy League end at Princeton, where
he set school records for receptions
and yards.

Jay Cook (’02): He earned three
letters each in football, basketball and
baseball. He was selected to repre-
sent Union County in the 2003
Snapple Bowl, netted 682 career
points (No. 21 all-time), and set school
record with a hard-to-imagine 40-
game hitting streak while batting .404
for his career.

Keith Davis (’73): The leading
rusher on the 1972 state champion
football team, he returned a school-
record six kicks (four punts, two kick-
offs) for touchdowns. He was also a
conference, county, sectional, state
Group 4, and Grand Champion (now
the Meet of Champions) in the 180
low hurdles. (Note: The WAHOF has
been unable to contact Mr. Davis, so
if anyone knows how to locate him,
please contact me or Sandy Mamary
at WHS.)

Doug Eakeley (’64): Captain of the
1964 swim team, he was a two-time
gold medalist at counties and a three-
time state champion at states, swim-
ming on three state champion squads.
Also played on tennis teams that fin-
ished second and third at states, was
senior class president and won the
Booster award as the best senior ath-
lete.

Harvey Gerber (’66): A five-time
county, five-time Eastern
Interscholastics winner, four-time
state champ, seven-time all-America,

WAHOF’s Class of 2020
Continues the Tradition

and a four-time YMCA national gold
medalist on back-to-back Y National
champion teams, he was one of the
greats in school history.

Brandon Heroux (’08): He won the
individual javelin title at Penn Relays
as a WHS senior and as a College of
William and Mary junior. A two-time
conference, county and sectional
champion in high school; a four-time
Colonial Athletic Association cham-
pion in college.

Steve Locker (’87): He was all-
county as a senior on the 1986 state
Group 4 soccer champions, the state’s
No. 1 team. He started on three la-
crosse teams that made the state final
(winning twice), and was the N.J.
Player of the Year, earning first team
all-state and all-America.

Ed MacCloskey Sr. (’43): An out-
standing football (three TDs in one
game) and baseball (team captain)
player at WHS, ‘Red’ served in the
Marines during the Second World
War. Later he spent four years (1949-
52) in the minor leagues as a pitcher.

Ed MacCloskey Jr. (’70): A two-
year letterman in football, indoor track
and baseball. Skeeter averaged a
school record 24.0 yards per catch as
a senior and was a rugged safety, ran
the quarter-mile for the state Group 4
indoor champs, pitched a no-hitter
and also hit two over-the-fence home
runs in one game.

Chris Mattes (’07): A four-year let-
ter winner in soccer and lacrosse, he
was co-captain of both as a senior.
All-county and all-state Group 4 first
team in soccer, he was all-area and
all-division in lacrosse. Later starred
at Rutgers and played in Major League
Lacrosse.

Erin Miller (’08): When she gradu-
ated, Miller had literally rewritten the
girls basketball school record book,
including career points (1,580), sea-
son points (495), career assists (343)
and career steals (315). She was all-
county all four years, third-team all-

state and an all-America.
Kevin Monroe (’77): A three-year

letter winner in basketball for coach
Neil Horne, ‘Spud’ and Russell Bow-
ers formed the “Spud and Boo Show”
in 1977. He finished with 925 career
points, No. 4 all-time when he gradu-
ated (behind three Hall of Famers).
He also played pro basketball for 10
years in Europe and South America.

Ed Tranchina: A successful foot-
ball coach with 87 wins and 10 all-

state players in 19 seasons, he also
enjoyed success as the athletic di-
rector, with WHS winning 28 state
team titles during his 17 years.
He’s also in the New Jersey Foot-
ball Coaches Hall of Fame, and is
both a former Union County Coach
and Athletic Director of the Year.

1986 boys soccer team: The first
state Group 4 champion in program
history went 20-2-2 under coach
Walt Leonow, scoring a school
record 109 goals, and allowing just
18. Anthony Coleman, Mike Drury,
Tony Frasso, Chris Freer and Brad
Shapiro earned all-state.

1995 boys soccer team: Coach
George Kapner’s team went 21-3,
scoring 66 goals and allowing just
11. Vince Brodo recorded 14 of
the team’s 17 clean sheets. The
Devils won conference, state sec-
tional and state Group 4 titles, and
were ranked No. 1 in the New
Jersey Soccer Coaches Associa-
tion poll.

1998-2001 gymnastics teams:
Their four-year record was 47-0,
with four Union County and four
state sectional titles. At team states,
they finished fourth, second, sec-
ond and second. Ellen Kovac
coached the first two years, then
Melissa Greenwald was in charge
the second two. Among their best
performers were twins Jessica and
Lauren Caravello, Julie Elmuccio
and Laurie Hogan.

* * *
An Old-Timers Committee was

formed this year to consider candi-
dates who graduated from the school
prior to 1960. Here are their six
choices, who will be posthumously
honored:

Elwyn ‘Eli’ Britten (’28): The four-
year class president was also a three-
year, three-sport star: an all-county
quarterback, point guard and all-state
pitcher (with one no-hitter). Eli shares
the school record for hits in a game
with five.

Sam Bunting: The Latin and Span-
ish teacher coached the WHS tennis
team for 24 years (1941-65), posting
a 268-57-1 record. His teams won
three sectional and three state cham-
pionships.

Frank Esposito (’33): A one-man
cross-country team years before WHS
had an official squad, he finished third
and second at states, and also eighth
and fourth at nationals. The Garwood
resident was captain of the basketball
team, captured the indoor state mile
title, was a county and state mile cham-
pion in outdoor track, and also played
some shortstop in baseball.

Walt Hansgen (’40): The National
Driver of the Year in 1957 and 1959,
he posted 106 victories and 162 top-
three finishes in 244 starts on the
NASCAR and Formula 1 circuits. He
was killed in a crash during trials for
the 1966 LeMans Grand Prix.

John Kerman (’37): A three-year,
two-way tackle in football and an
outstanding discus thrower (fourth,
third at states) and shot putter in track.
He was an all-Pacific Coast Confer-
ence guard, starting on the unbeaten
Stanford team that beat Nebraska in
the 1940 Rose Bowl.

Ken Welch (’50): A state and East-
ern Interscholastic diving champion
as a senior, after finishing second to
teammate Bob Clotworthy for two
years. Ken also starred at Yale, where
he was the first diver to be selected
team captain, helping the Elis win the
NCAA title as a junior.
CARLY’S ROAD TO RECOVERY

Happy to report that in just 12 days,
the GoFundMe page on Facebook
created by Kathleen Bond for her
classmate and friend Carly Friedman
has raised more than $62,500 of their
$65,000 goal – with donations from
almost 950 people. Friedman suffered
horrific injuries recently after being
run over by a hit-and-run driver. She
will need multiple surgeries, which
are costly. It’s never too late to make
a donation.

Next week: Devils of the Year

Lou Iacoponi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECTION CHAMPS...Representatives of the five previous State Sectional Baseball Championship teams were on hand at
the annual Westfield High School Baseball Banquet to present the 2019 Sectional Championship Trophy to the Blue Devils,
who defeated Ridge for the crown 4-2 on June 1 at Ridge. Due to a logistical issue, the trophy was not available for the
customary on-field presentation. Westfield has previously won the North II, Group IV championship five times (1949, 1988,
2011, 2013, 2018). The 2019 Championship also marks the first time in school history that they have won it in back to back
years. The past representatives were, Team Captain Jake Vall-Llobera (2018), Team Captain Kevin Galasso (2013), Team
Captain AJ Murray (2011), Kevin Zippler (1988) and the Bill Stanzel, the son of 1949 team Captain Rudy Stanzel, who passed
away in 2015. Lou Iacoponi introduced the past winners and then handed the microphone over to Kevin Zippler who then
spoke. The past winners presented the 2019 trophy to Head Coach Bob Brewster, coach Brian Sloan, and the 2019 players.

.447 BA, which included eight
doubles, three triples and two home
runs. She drew eight walks and was
hit by a pitch once. Lawrence scored
a team-leading 34 runs and added 23
RBI. Lawrence will continue her soft-
ball career at St. Joseph’s.

“Julia and Erica’s places on the
field will be tough to fill as they both
have occupied important roles on this
team for the past four years, but we
wish them the absolute best as they
continue their softball careers at the
next level,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin Cheddar said.

Howell, who covered leftfield, re-
corded a .263 BA going 21-for-80 with
one home run and three doubles. She
walked eight times and also had 15 RBI
and scored 19 runs. In her four plate
appearances, Emily Su singled, scored
once and had an RBI. With limited time
at the plate, senior Emily Wistner made
good of it going 6-for-15 (.400) with
four RBI and four runs scored.

“Our seniors will definitely be
missed. As a group they did an excel-
lent job leading this team. Su and
Wistner led with positivity and en-
couragement. Howell, Lawrence and
Romano led by example on and off
the field. Genevieve’s positive atti-
tude and strong play has made her an
essential component of our team for
the past three seasons,” Coach Ched-

dar emphasized.
Junior designated hitter Julia

Gagliardi went 19-for-59 with two
home runs, five doubles and a triple
for a .322 BA. Gagliardi had 20 RBI,
scored 16 runs and walked seven
times. One of her home runs came in
the 11-0 victory over Cranford. Jun-
ior third baseman Megan Prasek went
3-for-9 (.333 BA) with two doubles,
five RBI and three runs scored. Used
often as a courtesy runner, junior
Caroline Dwyer also contributed a
single and a run scored.

Of the four talented sophomores on
the team, right fielder Pietrewicz had
a super .447 BA going 34-for-76 with
three home runs, five triples and six
doubles to go with her 28 runs scored,
23 RBI and three walks. Second
baseman Molly Stogner had a .386
BA (27-for-70) with six doubles and
two triples to go with 19 RBI, 19 runs
scored and five walks. As a flex player
Allie Fernandez covered first base
but did get some plate appearances
going 3-for-11 with three runs scored
and an RBI.

At the plate, Hobson went 15-for-
52 (.288 BA) with one home run and
a double, 10 RBI, 11 runs scored and
seven walks. On the mound, Hobson
in 115.1 innings, allowed 103 hits and
39 walks with 10 hit batters, while
recording 122 strikeouts to finish with

a 21-2 record. Calugay pitched 18.1
innings, yielding 24 hits and four
walks, while hitting four batters and
striking out 15 to finish with an 0-1
record. Su pitched 24.1 innings, al-
lowing 23 hits and one walk, while
striking out 10.

The two freshmen starters, Calugay,
a centerfielder, and third baseman
Alivia Macaluso, really demonstrated
that they could fit in well. As the
leadoff hitter, Calugay finished with a
.397 BA going 31-for-78 with four
home runs, four triples, six doubles
and a team-leading 19 walks. She also
led the team in stolen bases with eight,
scored 31 runs and added 21 RBI.
Macaluso had a .375 BA (33-for-88)
with eight doubles, three home runs,
three triples and six free passes. She
also had 16 RBI and scored 30 runs.

Three super seniors will be gradu-
ating but the underclassmen have
learned very well from their leader-
ship, which should lead to another
very promising season next year.

“Overall we are really proud of our
season. Winning 21 games is some-
thing that hasn’t been done in our
program for some time now and it’s a
testament to everyone’s hard work on
a daily basis. This daily hard work
allowed us to win our Conference,
which was one of our goals coming
into the season,” Coach Cheddar said.
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Goods & Services Directory

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

  

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

Shingle Roofs     Flat Roofs
Slate Roofs     Siding

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
Tel: 908-684-1500

Cell: 908-596-0200

Email: rocky@libertyroof.com

www.LibertyRoof.com
NO PAYMENT TILL JOB IS COMPLETE

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NOT JUST A CATCHER...Blue Devil senior Erica Lawrence, right, proved that she was highly capable of playing first base
as well as catcher. She also proved that she was deadly at the plate as one of the team leaders offensively.
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Probitas Verus Honos

Kevin ‘Spud’ Monroe dunks over two Linden
defenders during a 1977 home basketball game.


