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GARRETT FIRES SHUTOUT, DALY 2-RUN 2B, PRAVLIK 2 RBI

WF Blue Blanks Millburn Blue
In Ripken 12U District 12, 7-0

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Liam Garrett tossed a complete
game shutout as Westfield Blue de-
feated Millburn Blue, 7-0, in a Cal
Ripken District 12 12U Pool A game
played on June 16 at Gumbert Field 1
in Westfield. Garrett and Millburn’s
Ben Snider engaged in a classic pitch-
ing duel with each hurler holding the
opposition scoreless through four in-
nings.

Westfield Blue finally broke
through in the top of the fifth inning as
they erupted for five runs to break the
scoreless deadlock. Brandon Kelly
got things started with a double to the
leftfield fence. Kelly then stole third
base as Josh Greenwood worked out
a walk to give Westfield Blue runners
at the corners with no outs. Drew
Pravlik then dropped an RBI single
into short leftfield that plated Kelly
with what would turn out to be the
game winning run.

Ryan Daly followed with a two-run

double into the left-centerfield gap
that made it 3-0. Later, Tyler
Pietrewicz would rip a one-out RBI
single into right that made it 4-0.
Aaron Ives delivered a two-out RBI
single to left that increased the Blue
lead to 5-0.

Westfield Blue added two more
runs in the top of the sixth with RBI
coming from Greenwood and Pravlik.
The final score of 7-0 did not indicate
just how close the contest was. With
both pitchers dominating the action
early, the game seemed destined to be
a low-scoring affair.

The turning point in the contest
came in the bottom of the third inning
when Millburn Blue managed to load
the bases with just one out against
Garrett. An infield hit and a pair of
bloop singles put Garrett in a tight
spot with Millburn Blue catcher Matt
Knewitz up at the plate. But Garrett
got him to ground back to the mound.
Garrett fielded the ball fired to home
plate, getting the lead runner with the

relay to first coming in time to com-
plete a much needed inning-ending
double play.

“With the bases loaded, I was think-
ing that we needed a big out here and
that I needed to force a ground ball, so
I threw a curveball and I got a double
play,” said Garrett. “It worked out
and got us hyped for the rest of the
game. I was a little nervous because it
was a tight game and I didn’t want us
to have to play from behind.”

Westfield Blue’s overall record
stands at 2-1. They will likely ad-
vance in District play with a game
against New Providence next on tap.

“This was a good win for us,” said
Westfield Blue Head Coach Brian
Pietrewicz. “The Millburn pitcher was
throwing really well and it put us in a
position to have to make plays to win.
The kids played well in a tight game
and that is something to feel good
about.”
Westfield Blue 000 052 7
Millburn Blue 000 000 0

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNERS OVER MILLBURN BLUE...The Westfield Blue 12Us defeated Millburn Blue, 7-0, in Pool A play of the Cal
Ripken District 12 Tournament at Gumbert Field 1 in Westfield on June 16.

Discover vibrant senior living at New Providence’s premier community! To meet 
growing demand, we’re adding a brand new residence building, Bell Pavilion—
scheduled to open this fall. The new, stylish homes, including the spacious Belvedere, 
are selling quickly. Don’t wait to learn more!

The Belvedere
One bedroom, one and a half  bath 
with screened-in balcony or patio

13
53
31
89

Call 1-800-208-1976 or visit us 
online for your free brochure.

535 Mountain Avenue
New Providence, NJ 07974

LanternHillCommunity.com
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Life is good atLantern Hill

COLDWELL BANKER Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

Sales Associate
Cell: 908-347-3483
www.NJTopHomes.com

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Located in the Heart of Wychwood • 4 Bedrooms • 2.5 Baths
“You Gotta Have Faith”

New Listing • Open House: Sunday, June 23rd  1-4PM
888 Winyah Avenue, Westfield • $849,900

GARDNER WINNING RBI, DeNORA WHACKS HOME RUN

Mountainside Edges Summit
In Cal Ripken 12U Pool B, 6-5

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dylan Gardner delivered a two-out
bloop single to short right field that
scored Lev Villanueva with the game-
winning run in the bottom of the sixth
inning that secured Mountainside’s
6-5 come-from-behind win over the
Summit Scorpions. The game was a
Ripken District 12U Tournament
match-up played on June 15 at
Gumbert Field in Westfield.
Mountainside also got a solo home
run from Anthony DeNora in the bot-
tom of the third inning.

The game was a well-played battle
between two squads which figure to
be among the better teams in the tour-
nament. The game featured five lead
changes and some outstanding defen-
sive play.

Summit got on the board first in the
top of the first inning when Nick
Kinget’s sacrifice brought home Hank
Walker who had walked earlier in the
inning. Mountainside starting pitcher
Gardner kept the lead at 1-0 when he
struck out Matt Kurek to end the
inning.

Mountainside tied the game and
eventually took a 2-1 lead in the sec-
ond inning. A pair of walks put
Mountainside in business. Michael
Liloia led off with a walk and then
stole second base. Harry Woodard
also negotiated a walk. Liloia scored
the tying run on a successful double

steal. Woodard scored the go ahead
run when Villanueva laid down a per-
fect bunt single.

Mountainside took a 3-1 lead in the
third when DeNora came to the plate
and smashed a solo home run over the
leftfield fence.

“I think he threw a slider,” said
DeNora. “I just felt it off of the bat. I
wasn’t sure it was going to get out of
the park. I was happy it made it out.”

Summit rallied with three runs in
the fourth inning to take a 4-3 lead.
The big hit came from Ryan Barber,
who scorched an RBI double into
left-centerfield. Roman Baldwin tied
the game with a sac fly to center. Jake
Easton put the Scorpions on top with
a sacrifice groundout to second that
scored Barber from third.

Mountainside tied it in the fourth
thanks to the hustle and smarts of
Woodard. After working out a leadoff
walk, Woodard proceeded to steal,
second then third base before coming
home on a pitch in the dirt.

Summit got a rally going in the
sixth inning. Barber delivered a lead-
off double down the leftfield line.
Baldwin followed with a bloop single
into center giving the Scorpions run-
ners on the corners with no outs.
Easton struck out but Baldwin man-
aged to steal second during his at-bat.
Steven Louiselle also fanned for the
second out. Then Shane Walsh stepped
to the plate and smacked a single back

through the box that scored Barber
from third with the go-ahead run.
Baldwin tried to score all the way
from second but was thrown out at
home plate ending the inning.

Still Summit had forged a 5-4 lead
and was three outs away from the win
heading into the bottom of the sixth.
Woodard was the catalyst once again
after he led off with a walk. Woodard
would once again steal second and
third bases during his teammate’s at-
bat. Jake Hilongos popped to short-
stop for the first out. Villanueva
grounded to second base. Instead of
going with the sure out, Summit tried
to get Woodard at the plate but the
throw was not in time and Woodard
scored the tying run.

Villanueva then stole second base
as Matt Pater struck out for the sec-
ond out. Gardner came to the plate
and dropped a seeing eye, bloop single
just over the Summit third baseman’s
glove into short leftfield that scored
the speedy Villanueva with the game-
winning run.

“I thought it was just a pop out but
it ended up being just a little blooper
to leftfield,” said Gardner of his game
winning heroics. “I honestly didn’t
think it was going to find it’s way onto
the grass.”

Mountainside improved to 3-1
while Summit fell to 0-3.
Summit 100 301 5
Mountainside 021 102 6

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COME FROM BEHIND VICTORY...The Mountainside 12Us scored twice in the bottom of the sixth inning to edge Summit,
6-5, in Pool B play of the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament at Gumbert Field 2 in Westfield on June 15.


