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PORTER LED IN POINTS, COSTANZO LED WITH 54 GOALS

Raider Boys Battled, Finished
With 10-8 Record in Lacrosse

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This season consisted of no major
winning streaks and only one minor
losing streak for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys lacrosse
team that finished with a 10-8 overall
record and a 4-2 record in the Bianchi
Division. Seeded fourth, the Raider
boys advanced to the Union County
Tournament (UCT) quarterfinals be-
fore losing to fifth-seeded New Provi-
dence and also advanced to the sec-
ond round of the North Jersey, Group
3 Tournament.

Five of the Raiders’ losses were
stingers. After winning three of their
first four games of the season, they
dropped three straight — Bernards
(11-10), Delaware Valley (16-14),
Emmaus, Pa. (10-8). The other two
stinging setbacks were at the hands to
a very familiar foe. Midway through
the season the Raiders lost a 6-5
scorcher to the Cranford Cougars for
the “Cole’s Cup”. Then at the very
end of the season, the Raiders dropped
a 12-11 thriller to the Cougars in the
second round of the North Jersey,
Group 3 Tournament.

The Raiders began their season with
a 13-6 victory over Millburn then after
falling to Westfield, 17-7, they de-
feated Voorhees, 15-7, and Princeton,
17-9, before going on their three-game
losing streak. Next was a 16-10 regu-
lar-season win over New Providence
and a 12-5 triumph over Howell.

After losing the “Cole’s Cup” to
Cranford, the Raiders squeezed by

Somerville, 8-7, then defeated AL
Johnson, 14-9. After losing 10-6 to
New Providence in the UCT, the Raid-
ers lost to Ridge, 13-8, then topped
Livingston, 8-5, and Hillsborough,
16-4. In the first round of the North
Jersey, Group 3 Tournament, the Raid-
ers defeated North Hunterdon, 17-6.

When it came to the attack and
midfield positions, the Raiders were a
senior-heavy team. Senior co-captain/
midfielder Anthony Porter, a First Team
All-State Honoree last year, led the
team in total points with 78 (31 goals,
47 assists) and scooped 65 ground
balls. Porter, who has committed to
play lacrosse at Kean University,
brought his career total to 74 goals and
127 assists for a total of 201 points.

Senior attacker Noah Costanzo led
the team in goals with 54, while add-
ing two assists. Costanzo’s career
goals rose to 135. Junior attacker
Aidan Guma netted 35 goals and 38
assists for 73 total points and senior
midfielder Matt Monroy finished with
35 goals and 14 assists for 49 points.
Senior midfielder Tommy
Nakonechny finished with 20 goals
and two assists.

Senior co-captain/midfielder Alex
Oslislo put in nine goals and added 17
assists, while scooping 51 ground
balls. Senior attacker Tom Larmore
netted six goals and three assists, and
senior co-captain/defender Ryan
Johnson, who received all-state hon-
ors last year, scored four goals, had
four assists and led the team with 95
ground balls. Senior Dave Kloepfer

contributed two goals.
Freshman midfielder Chase Alber

finished with three goals and two as-
sists. Sophomore midfielder Alex
Werkheiser scored three goals and
junior midfielder CJ Bunin scored a
goal and had three assists. Freshman
Matt Power and Charlie Levine each
had a goal.

Squaring off in the center of the
field, junior Bobby Root won 110 of
182 face-offs and scooped 31 ground
balls. Freshman Ethan Costanzo won
93 of 174 face-offs and scooped 55
ground balls. Senior defender Eddie
Smith scooped 38 ground balls and
junior Mike DiFrancesco scooped 39
ground balls. Senior co-captain Tom
Ryan manned the last line of defense
at goalkeeper and finished with 139
saves. His backup, junior Ryan
Lamberta, made 33 saves.

With the graduation of 16 seniors,
a lot of new faces should appear on
the lacrosse field next year at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.
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RADICE LED IN SCORING; SHIELDS POINTS & ASSISTS

Blue Devils Made UCT Semi;
Finish 8-10 in Girls Lacrosse
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Having graduated eight talented
athletes, especially several on the of-
fensive side of the field, this year’s
Westfield High School girls lacrosse
team needed to rely heavily on its
defense headed by senior Claire
Yamano and sophomore Brooke
Scheuermann, while it redesigned its
attack force. Coming off their banner
year where they won their first-ever
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 title,
the Blue Devils did struggle to finish
2-5 in the Stars & Stripes South Divi-
sion and to finish with an 8-10 overall
record.

The Blue Devils began their season
with a bit of a rough start dropping a
17-7 decision to Northern Highlands
in their season opener then falling to
Mountain Lakes, 9-6. Mountain Lakes
would go on to win its section. After
an easy 17-5 triumph over Saddle
River Day, the Lady Blue Devils found
themselves sporting a 1-4 record when
Mendham startled them, 19-9.
Mendham would eventually win its
section and finish ranked No. 5.

Situations appeared much brighter
when the Blue Devils knocked off
Montclair, 13-10, Somerville, 20-9,
New Providence, 17-6, and
Hillsborough, 15-8, to boost their
record to 5-4. But the buzz saw came

next, a 17-8 loss to Moorestown, a
17-8 loss to Oak Knoll and a 7-6
setback to Immaculate Heart Acad-
emy. Oak Knoll and Moorestown
would go on to finish 1-2 in the state
rankings.

The Blue Devils received the third
seed for the Union County Tourna-
ment and stopped Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 17-3, in the first round be-
fore falling to Summit the eventual
winners, 16-11. Next came a 23-13
win over West Deptford and losses to
Chatham, 10-3, and Summit, 16-9. As
the fifth seed in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Tournament, the
Blue Devils lost to fourth-seeded
Hillsborough, 12-11.

Senior attacker Paige Radice led
the team offensively with 46 goals,
while adding five assists for 51 total
points. She had a seven goal, one
assist game against West Deptford.
Radice will attend Ohio State in the
fall. Senior attacker Olivia Shields,
who will play lacrosse at Bucknell
University, finished the season with
42 goals and a team-leading 20 as-
sists for 62 points. She netted four
goals and five assists in the win over
Saddle River Day, and five goals
against New Providence. Entering
the season with 77 goals, Shields
finished her WHS career with 119
goals.

S. Pl’s Lipshitz Named
All-Conference Baseball

MADISON — Senior shortstop
Zach Lipshitz of Scotch Plains was
among four players on the Drew Uni-
versity baseball team that made the
All-Landmark Conference baseball
team.

Lipshitz, who earned first-team
honors, led the Rangers in batting
average (.395), hits (51), runs (37)
and home runs (seven).

LYMAN LED BATTING AVERAGE, RUNS; LERNER LED RBI

SPF Softball Raiders Gained
Experience, Finish Season, 8-16

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dropping their first seven softball
games was certainly not a good sign
but the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raid-
ers gained experience, made some
changes and played nearly .500 ball
the remainder of the way to finish
with an 8-16 record and a 3-7 record
in the Union County Conference
Mountain Division. Along the way,
the Lady Raiders looked to the future
by placing a freshman on the mound,
while getting some excellent produc-
tion at the plate from a veteran senior.

The Raiders began their season with
a stinging 9-8 setback to the Jonathan
Dayton Bulldogs and followed with a
13-5 loss to the Union Catholic Vi-
kings, both Mountain Division oppo-
nents. Next came losses to Elizabeth
(11-0), Summit (9-5), Union (6-4),
AL Johnson (7-0) and another
scorcher to Morris Tech (7-6).

Afterwards, the wobbling began to
stabilize and the Raiders trounced
Villa Walsh, 10-1. After a 7-4 loss to
division foe David Brearley, the Raid-
ers got even with Dayton in a 2-1
victory. Next the Raiders thumped
Rahway, 13-2, and shut out Paterson
Eastside, 15-0. The Raiders played a
competitive game against the
Cranford Cougars in a 3-1 setback

then suffered a 13-3 loss to the
Benedictine Green Bees, who later
battled the Roselle Park Panthers in a
nine-inning, 2-1, loss during the Union
County Tournament (UCT) semifinal
round.

The Raiders beat Oak Knoll, 5-1,
lost to Bayonne and Ridge then got
even with Union Catholic in a 4-2
victory. After another loss to Summit
and a 12-0 shutout win over the Acad-
emy for Urban Leadership Charter,
the Raiders played well in a 4-3 loss
to the Westfield Blue Devils, who
finished their season with a 21-3

record. Sweet revenge came next when
the Raiders beat Brearley, 8-2. In the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament, the Raiders lost 10-3 to third-
seeded Ridge then completed their
season with a 6-0 loss to Union.

Offensively, senior Hannah Lyman
led the team in many categories, which
included a .400 batting average (BA)
with a team-leading 30 hits in 75 at-
bats. She also led the Raiders in scor-
ing with 24 runs and doubles with
nine, while tying in home runs and
triples with two each. Lyman was
second on the team in RBI with 13
and third in walks with nine, while
being hit once.

Senior Amanda Venezia turned in a
.293 BA, going 20-for-68 with a

double, a home run and 17 runs scored
(2nd on team) and nine RBI. Venezia
was walked 11 times and hit twice.
Senior Casey Ferguson finished with
five hits, three RBI, six walks and
seven runs scored. Senior Meghan
Duthie had six hits and an RBI to go
with three runs scored.

Junior Cassidy Novello recorded a
.319 BA (23-for-72) with five doubles,
12 RBI and 13 runs scored, She also
walked 10 times and was hit once.
Junior second baseman Chrissy
Gubernat had eight hits in 36 at-bats,
scored 11 runs, had five RBI and
walked eight times, while being hit
once. Junior Julia Solsky was 12-for-
55 with three doubles, seven RBI,
five runs scored and nine walks, while
being hit once. Junior Kelly Nitti had
eight hits, including a pair of doubles,
scored five runs and added 10 RBI,
while being walked six times and be-
ing hit by a pitch once.

Sophomore Abby Conklin finished
with nine hits, five RBI, five runs
scored and four walks, while being hit
once. Freshman pitcher Maeve
Kahora had a .250 BA (13-for-52)
with an RBI, two walks and six runs
scored. Freshman Sophia Learner
packed some clout with two home
runs, two triples and three doubles,
going 13-for-64 with 15 runs scored
and a team-leading 18 RBI. Lerner
also drew 10 walks and was hit three
times.

With moderate plate appearances,
freshman Grace Kennedy had a .310
BA with nine hits, including a double,
nine runs scored, five RBI and six
walks. With limited plate appearances,
Kayla Nitti was 3-for-6 with an RBI
and a walk, and Zoe Kekelis was 1-
for-2 with an RBI.

Kahora did the bulk of the pitching
and in 111.2 innings, yielded 161 hits
and 55 walks, while hitting nine bat-
ters and striking out 109 to finish with
a 6-14 record. In 36.1 innings, Venezia
allowed 51 hits, walked five and hit
three batters, while striking out 20 to
finish with a 2-2 record.

The Raiders will return a good num-
ber of experienced underclassmen for
next year.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO SLIP ONE IN...Raider senior attacker Noah Costanzo attempts to slip one past Cranford Cougar
goalkeeper Phil Marotta during the North Jersey Group 3 quarterfinal game at Memorial Field in Cranford. Costanzo led
the Raiders this season with 54 goals and boosted his career goal total to 135.

Senior midfielder Nicole
Scheuermann put in 37 goals and
added 11 assists for a total of 48
points. She netted six goals and two
assists against Saddle River Day and
had four goals against SPF and
Hillsborough. Senior midfielder
Carley Farella totaled 28 goals and
seven assists for 35 points. She scored
four goals in the UCT game against
Summit. Farella plans to attend the
University of Colorado-Boulder.

Junior midfielder Mikaela Buoscio
netted 17 goals and four assists for 21
points and plans to attend Elon Uni-
versity. Senior attacker Kellie
Leuthold scored 12 goals and had 10
assists. Anna Fowler netted eight goals
and 12 assists for 20 points and sopho-
more LJ Kehler netted six goals and
11 assists for 17 points and is credited
with 40 draw controls.

Sophomore attacker Ellie Kate
Brown had five goals and an assist,
Maggie Aslanian had three goals and
eight assists and Addie Cummings
had a goal and three assists. Avery
Hoeft contributed a goal and two as-
sists, and Paige Dumont had a goal.

As the last line of defense, sopho-
more goalkeeper Mia Fleming made
194 saves.

The Blue Devils will graduate a
number of athletes, so those slots need
to be filled come next Spring.

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPRINTING PAST SOME ROYALS...Blue Devil senior Carley Farella, No. 17, tries to sprint past a pair of Oak Knoll Royals
at Hoolihan Field. Farella finished her season with 28 goals and seven assists.

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING INTO SECOND...Raider freshman Sophia Lerner slides into second
base during a game against the Cranford Cougars in late April.


