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Letters to the Editor
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The Opioid Controversy And My
Altruistic Colleague, Arthur Sackler

I Am Referring To The Actions And
Words Of Our Current President

A while back, my close physician
friend and president of Pfizer Pharma-
ceuticals, Sheldon Gilgore, started an
opera company in Connecticut. It was
at the opening dinner where I first met
his close friend, Arthur Sackler, one of
the three psychiatrist brothers who then
owned Purdue Pharma, the company
involved in the OxyContin, opioid con-
troversy.

During cocktail time, we discussed
my unsuccessful effort to accelerate
the discovery of new medical discover-
ies by having doctors more easily vol-
unteer to participate in clinical studies
to test more promising therapies. I called
them doctornauts and had proposed the
Doctornaut Act.

He was genuinely excited about the
concept and invited me to meet with
him at his Manhattan office to develop
a new plan. Before our meeting, Shelly
summarized his background, and what
a background it was! He was a bona
fide polymath. He had his finger in
many exciting pies such as being a past
medical researcher, buying precious art
works and starting a highly successful
advertising company.

He had personally donated multi-
millions of dollars to medical and art
institutions, among others, some of
which now bear his name. In my exten-
sive travels, I’ve met many accom-
plished men and would place him high
on my list. Though he was decades
older than I, he was bursting with en-
ergy which was to be envied. I really
liked this big-hearted man.

As another one of his creative ven-
tures, he started the first freely avail-
able medical journal, The Medical Tri-
bune, which was mailed to doctors
worldwide. At our meeting, he sug-
gested that I write an article in The
Tribune to assess physician response to
the doctornaut concept. And so I did. A
few weeks after its publication, we met
at his office. He wasn’t his usual smil-
ing self, and I had a hunch why. I’ll

never forget the disappointment in his
voice.

“Steve, sit down.” Which I did.
“Steve, I haven’t received one re-
sponse. Not one! Steve, it simply ain’t
there.” He also called a number of top
medical authorities, and none was
enthusiastic about doctornauts. To
encourage me to keep going, he peri-
odically called for updates. At our last
meeting, he recommended that an in-
tensive lobbying effort in Congress to
enact the Doctornaut Act was needed
and asked me to identify a top-notch
Washington lobbying firm.

Now the Doctornaut Act was my pro
bono effort, and I had my company to
attend to, one major reason being to
support my family. I eventually found
the firm, and the owner proposed a two-
year intensive lobbying effort at a cost of
$600,000 with no guarantee of success.
I called Arthur regarding the offer, and
he wasn’t surprised about the cost and
suggested that I first identify members
of Congress who might be receptive to
the idea before we met again.

I was then justifiably optimistic that
he would sponsor the effort. For certain
reasons having to do with our sched-
ules, time passed, and before we would
meet again he suffered a fatal heart
attack. I, Pascal-like, sometimes won-
der how a small coronary plaque could
have negatively impacted the lives of
millions.

And finally to a point which concerns
me: we are, as in early 20th-century
Russia, in an age of sweeping icono-
clasm where I fear that Arthur Sackler
will become an unjustified victim by
those seeking the removal of his name
from the various institutions which bear
it. As his daughter, Elizabeth, and wife,
Jillian, repeatingly emphasize, the man
sold his interest in Purdue Pharma long
before OxyContin was marketed. Arthur,
may you rest in peace.

Stephen DeFelice, M.D.
Westfield

I am writing this letter in support of
M. Picard’s and Pat Hoynes’ letters of
last week, June 13. I would also like
to respond to your [Leader/Times]
editorial of June 6 by quoting one of
our most famous statesmen, Frederick
Douglass. I ran across his response to
President Lincoln after he revoked
the Fremont Proclamation in which
he would summarily execute captured
Confederates and free their slaves for
work in the Union army. I feel it is
very timely for today.

“What upon earth is the matter
with the American government and
people? Do they really covet the
world’s ridicule as well as their own
social and political ruin? What are
they thinking about, or don’t they
condescend to think at all? So, in-
deed, it would seem from their blind-
ness in dealing with the tremendous
issue(s) now upon them. Was there
ever anything like it before?”

No, nothing like this before.
Of course I am referring to the

actions and words of our current presi-
dent. Aside from his numerous felony
charges outlined in the Mueller re-
port (10) and in Picard’s and Hoynes’
letters, he openly admits in recorded
public statements that he would be

willing to commit the same federal
crimes he had committed before.

I don’t really care if the U.S. Senate
indicts him for impeachment or not
but the Congress must act, and act
now.

What would Frederick do? What
will future generations say about our
inaction? What on earth is the matter?

Lawrence Russo
Cranford

Congratulations To Class of 2019:
You Have Accomplished Much

Why Is Kean U Starting Program
In Midst of A China Trade War?

Optimist Club Marks 30 Years Of
Serving Westfield Community

In the midst of a trade war between the United
States and China, Kean University last week an-
nounced an international sister-school program be-
tween K-12 schools in New Jersey and China, “that
focuses on science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) innovation and development,”
according to a Kean University press release. Union
County launched a “sister city” program in Wenzou,
China in the late 1990s.

Four years ago, Kean was criticized for spending
$35,000 to fly a delegation of New Jersey officials
and school administrators to China to mark the third
anniversary of Kean’s China branch campus which
opened in 2012. That delegation included state Sena-
tor Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) and then Union
County Manager Al Faella, according to an nj.com
report.

In our opinion, Kean seems to be focusing more on
international program than on its main Union County
campus. After all, its slogan is that the university
already offers a “world-class education.”

Clearly STEM programs are important, but why
not focus on agreements here in New Jersey or
around the country? And if New Jersey is to be
involved in such a program, why not include top

technology universities the state has such as the
New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT) or
Stevens Institute of Technology?

Kean has faced controversy before. Five years
ago, the university got into hot water when it
purchased a $219,000 conference table. At the time,
The Record newspaper of Bergen County reported
that the “22-foot table, made of oak with a cherry
veneer,” was installed on the top floor “of the new
$40-million building on campus that will house the
architecture school” and “was designed to fulfill ‘a
university need for a world-class corporate meeting
space.’”

Kean also faced controversy when its long-time
president, Dawood Farahi, was accused by faculty
members of misrepresenting his academic creden-
tials on his résumé. He survived a university trust-
ees’ split vote to fire him in 2012. In September
2017 he was given a contract extension through
June of 2020 at a salary of $314,571.

We question if this is the best time to be negotiat-
ing a program with China, with trade talks between
China and the United States, the world’s two eco-
nomic superpowers, likely to come up during the
G20 summit scheduled for later this month.

The current week marks one of the most signifi-
cant milestones in the lives of young adults in our
area — their graduation from high school. As they
don their caps and gowns and cross the commence-
ment stage before an audience of proud parents,
relatives and friends, our graduates will reflect on
the past four years while also anticipating the myriad
experiences yet to come.

Graduations will begin today, June 20, with cer-
emonies at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
Governor Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights and Arthur L. Johnson High School in Clark.
Governor Livingston and Arthur L. Johnson enroll
students from Mountainside and Garwood, respec-
tively. Westfield High School follows with gradua-
tion tomorrow, June 21, while Cranford High School
will hold its commencement on Tuesday, June 25.

The Class of 2019 at each of these schools, along
with their fellow graduates from our area’s multiple
private schools, have much of which to be proud.
They have collectively racked up an array of scho-
lastic, athletic, civic, work and other achievements.
Many have lent their time and talents to philan-
thropic and community service endeavors that ben-
efit not only their neighbors but numerous other
people both near and far.

All of these experiences have helped to shape our
new alumni into the capable young men and women

they are today, while providing them with a solid
foundation on which to build their adult lives.
Among our graduates, many will matriculate at
college, while others will enter the military or the
workforce. Whichever direction they choose, the
lessons, skills and values they attained during high
school will help to guide them through each of their
subsequent life chapters.

We congratulate all of our graduating seniors,
and wish them health, happiness and success as
they transition from high school toward their next
academic or professional goals. Likewise we offer
a round of kudos to their families, teachers, coaches,
other staff and school administrators who served as
educators and role models during these critical
years. No doubt the memory of Westfield High
School Principal Derrick E. Nelson, Ed.D., who
passed away in April, will loom especially large in
the hearts and minds of the graduates and the entire
education community this week.

Graduates, as you receive your diplomas and bid
farewell to your alma mater, we remind you that no
matter how far from home you may travel in the
years ahead, you are always part of our community.
We hope that the memories you have made, the
friendships you have forged and the accomplish-
ments you have realized will remain with you and
inspire you for a lifetime.

Among the many civic and philanthropic organiza-
tions that have been fixtures in our area for genera-
tions, one of the most outstanding is the Optimist
Club of Westfield, which was chartered as a chapter
of Optimist International 30 years ago this year.

The Optimist Club of Westfield is a not-for-profit
entity made up of men and women who live and/or
work in the Westfield area. It is dedicated to imple-
menting “service projects that benefit youth and com-
munity,” according to its website, westfieldnj.com/
optimist. The club defines its mission as being “a
friend of youth.”

While the Optimist Club actively pursues this
goal year round, its signature event is the annual
Project Graduation BASH, an all-night, substance-
free celebration for graduating Westfield High
School seniors that the club sponsors and organizes
in conjunction with contributions from families and
the local business community. Optimist members
also volunteer as chaperones for the event. This 30-
year tradition will continue tomorrow evening, June
21, for the Class of 2019.

Throughout its history, the Optimist Club of
Westfield has participated in a broad scope of activi-
ties, ranging from education honors to charitable
endeavors to holiday festivities. Each year the club
presents its Outstanding Teacher Award to two

Westfield intermediate-school educators; hosts the
annual Intermediate School Oratorical Contest for
seventh-grade students enrolled in public-speaking
classes, and bestows its Thom Hornish Youth Volun-
teer Award to Westfield high-school juniors or se-
niors. The club supports other programs as well for
local youth, from the elementary to high-school
level, and members also have been involved with
projects such as Habitat for Humanity.

During the holiday season, the Optimist Club
teams up with the Rotary Club of Westfield to
provide disadvantaged individuals and families in
the community with food baskets. According to the
Optimist Club, more than 2,500 baskets have been
distributed since the project’s inception in 1990.

The Optimist Club also gets in the spirit at Hal-
loween. For years the club sponsored the town’s
Halloween Haunted House, and more recently has
been staging the Westfield Optimist Club Hallow-
een Parade held in the downtown.

The Westfield Leader/Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times salutes the Optimist Club of Westfield on
this milestone year for the club, and thanks its
members and community partners for making the
organization such an integral part of life in Westfield
for so many years. We wish this fine organization
an equally prosperous future.

Thank You For Caring
I’d like to thank all of the great

volunteers, members of our Post 3
Legion Family (A.L. S.A.L AUXL),
our friends at the Knights of Colum-
bus, VFW, and Scout Troops, for a
job well done in working together to
place 4,739 flags on our veterans’
graves at Fairview Cemetery.

You took the time to pay tribute to
friends, family members and people
you never knew, who have fought in
American wars so we could live in
freedom.

I look forward to you all volunteer-
ing your time and talent next year.

Thanks again for a job well done.
Katherine Wening

Juliann Wening-Junio
American Legion Post 3 Westfield

With The Recent
Events At Tamaques...
At our block party this past week-

end, we had the pleasure of meeting
Westfield Police Officer Nick Calello.
He was there to pass out hats and
badges to the kids. Officer Calello
was an excellent representation of the
Westfield Police Department this
evening, truly engaging with the com-
munity which he serves.

He was so welcoming and patient
with the kids as they got to meet him
and check out his patrol car. With the
recent events at Tamaques School, my
wife and I wanted to thank him for the
services that these officers provide to
us, and most importantly our children.
In our brief encounter, we were im-
pressed — his professionalism and
obvious dedication to his job.

We ask a lot of these young men
and women, to put their life on the
line in the police profession, and they
don’t always get the credit they de-
serve. Officer Calello was a great
representation of the badge he wears.

Matthew and Molly Simms
Westfield

But Birds Are Protected

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

The summer concert series at Sandy
Hook has been cancelled as a piping
plover nest was found. Park officials
said, “In order to fulfill the park’s
legal obligations and give the birds
the greatest chance possible at nest-
ing success, this year’s concert series
has been cancelled.” This announce-
ment has me questioning how broken
our moral compass is.

While New Jersey is taking steps to
protect these birds prior to their being
hatched, a child in the womb is af-
forded no protection. Currently pa-
rental notification is not required prior
to a minor having an abortion, there
are no restrictions as to when an abor-

tion can occur and medical care is not
mandated for a child who survives an
abortion.

When a human life has no protec-
tion prior to and in some cases after
their birth but birds are protected
prior to their being hatched, I am not
surprised that human life is not val-
ued. Are you? I look forward to the
day New Jersey affords children in
the womb the same protection that
piping plovers receive.

As a society, should we not value
human life at least as much as we do
these birds?

Tom Madaras
Westfield

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their political
endorsements also published in the
printed newspaper can do so by using
the paid service at https://
www.goleader.com/form/bulletin.htm.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sasin – The Indian antelope or black

buck
2. Vatic – Characteristic of a prophet

or seer
3. Scaturient – Gushing forth
4. Versute – Crafty

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CUIRASS
1. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
2. A brestplate of leather
3. An ancient flask or jug of leather
4. A footprint

TAWIE
1. Formed or made up of mud
2. A looking glass, small telescope
3. Soft sleet or hail
4. Tame

RENIDIFICATION
1. The act of making thin
2. The act of building another nest
3. The use of brushwood and thorns for

making and reparing hedges
4. Rapid climate change due to a cata-

clysmic event
TEMIAK

1. An Eskimo coat made of bird skins
2. A deep cut or gash
3. A boat hoist used for raising and

lowering smaller boats
4. A fish net


