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CDs THAT GROW AT YOUR PACE

*The Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) shown are accurate as of publication date and are subject to change at any time. This is a limited time offer and may be discontinued without prior notice. The minimum balance to open and obtain the 
“APY“ on these CDs is $500.  A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal.  Additional CD terms are available. Fees may reduce earnings. †Advantage Plus Checking is a non-interest bearing checking account with a daily minimum balance 
requirement of $500.The minimum to open this account is $0.01. If the account balance falls below the $500 minimum at any time, a monthly service charge of $9.00 is charged.  Consumers under the age of 23 are not subject to daily minimum 
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3.00%
APY*

WITH NEW ADVANTAGE PLUS 
CHECKING ACCOUNT†

2.75%
APY*

WITHOUT ADVANTAGE 
PLUS CHECKING ACCOUNT

When you open a new Advantage Plus Checking Account, you’ll also receive:
Mobile Banking • FREE ATMs Nationwide^ • Rewards • And More!

Lobby Hours Parking Is On Us!^^

^^  
 

Count on Columbia  |  ColumbiaBankOnline.com

Courtesy Jim Lowney/County of Union
AWARD RECIPIENT...Union County Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski
and Freeholders Rebecca Williams and Angel G. Estrada joined former state
Senator Raymond Lesniak and Union County Vocational-Technical Schools
Board of Education President Jean Perkins in congratulating Freeholder Chris-
topher Hudak on being awarded the Pamela Capaci Hero for Recovery Award
during a ceremony for students graduating Raymond J. Lesniak Experience,
Strength & Hope Recovery High School in Scotch Plains. Pamela Capaci,
formerly the chief executive officer of Prevention Links, presented the award to
Freeholder Hudak.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Scutari Reelected Chair of
Union County Dems

State Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden) was reelected as chair
of the Union County Democratic
Committee. He was unopposed in his
bid for a full two-year term as chair-
man. Assemblywoman Linda Carter
(D-22nd, Plainfield) was elected as
the new vice-chair, replacing
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr who
did not seek to be reappointed to the
post, according to New Jersey Globe.

Kowalski Edges Out Giblin In
Cranford; Boris New FW Chair

Local municipal Democrat com-
mittees elected their leadership last
week.

Union County Freeholder Chair
Bette Jane Kowalski was elected
Democratic chair in her hometown of
Cranford by a 26-25 vote over Mayor
Patrick Giblin, New Jersey Globe
reported.

“Congratulations to Freeholder
Kowalski. I believe our call for re-
sponsible government and an end to
runaway county taxes was heard. I am
happy to work with the Chairwoman
towards these goals on behalf of the
residents of Cranford,” Mr. Giblin
said in a Facebook post.

In Fanwood, Kevin Boris was
elected chairman with Mayor Col-
leen Mahr to serve as chairman,
InsiderNJ reported.

In Linden, Mayor Derek Armstead
defeated Sen. Scutari by a vote of 39-
32, the Globe reported.

Darling Defeats Carroll In
Race for Morris Surrogate

In the Republican Primary race for
Morris County Surrogate, Heather
Darling defeated state Assemblyman
Michael Patrick Carroll by 568 votes,
9,796 to 9,228, a margin of 40.38
percent to 38.32 percent, according
to the Morris County Clerk’s website.
Isabella Alfano garnered 5,038 votes
or 20.92 percent of the vote.

Mr. Carroll is a 12-term Assembly-
man who opted to run for surrogate
instead of seeking another Assembly
term. Ms. Darling will face Democrat
Michael Thompson in the General
Election. Democrats have not held
Morris Surrogate office since 1973.

Roselle, Linden Mayors
Win Primary Elections

Roselle Mayor Christine Dansereau
won a contested Primary Election
against challenges from candidates
backed by Union County Democratic
Chairman Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Lin-

den) and Linden Mayor Derek
Armstead, Donald Shaw and
Archange Antoine, respectively.

Also, Mayor Armstead’s backed
candidates won Primary battles in
four contested races in Linden.

Parenti Wins Somerset GOP
Primary for Sheriff

North Plainfield Police Chief and
former Fanwood resident William
Parenti, the son of retired Fanwood Po-
lice Chief Anthony J. Parenti, won the
Somerset County Republican Primary
for sheriff on June 4 over a retired K-9
unit commander Tina Pino, 7,120 (50.73
percent) to 6,882 (49.03 percent), ac-
cording to the Somerset Clerk’s Office.
He will face Democrat Darrin Russo, a
former Franklin Township police lieu-
tenant, in the General Election.

Voters could decide on
Preserving Hist. Churches

Assemblyman Anthony Bucco (R-
25th, Randolph) has introduced a
resolution, ACR235, proposing a con-
stitutional amendment allowing the
use of historic preservation trust fund
money to continue to preserve these
historic religious buildings. The leg-
islation follows a recent decision by
the state Supreme Court that pre-
vented the award of this trust fund
money for historic preservation of 12
churches in Morris County.

Mr. Bucco’s resolution is the first
step in placing the constitutional
amendment on the ballot. The amend-
ment would require approval from
the voters in a General Election.

A Third of NJ Adults Don’t
Know Governor’s Name

A third of all adults in the Garden
State don’t know the name of the
current governor. The most recent
survey from the Fairleigh Dickinson
University Poll finds that 67 percent
say they know who the current gover-
nor is, with 33 percent who do not.

“Although politicians like to think
everyone knows who they are, the
good people of New Jersey are not
unlike others across the country. A
recent national survey finds that a third
of all Americans can’t name their gov-
ernor. So, as much as Governor (Phil)
Murphy may be disappointed, appar-
ently he’s in good company,” said
Krista Jenkins, professor of govern-
ment and director of the FDU Poll.

Overall, Gov. Murphy’s approval is
at 42 percent, with Democrats and
Republicans predictably divided:
Democrats approve by 61 to 16 and
Republicans disapprove by 63 to 15.

Operation Helping Hand
Offers Rehab. Assistance

COUNTY — For the second time in
as many years, law enforcement agen-
cies across Union County have par-
ticipated in the outreach initiative
known as Operation Helping Hand,
through which citizens battling sub-
stance abuse are offered rehabilitative
assistance after being apprehended for
minor drug-related offenses, acting
Union County Prosecutor Jennifer
Davenport announced June 6.

Approximately 88 percent of the
148 people contacted via the initiative
during a weeklong and countywide
outreach session last month agreed to
engage in some form of assistance,
eclipsing the totals of 81 percent of
102 people achieved last year – an
increase of 45 percent in the overall
number of contacts.

Local agencies that devoted person-
nel to assist included the Union County
Police Department, Union County
Sheriff’s Office, Kean University Po-
lice Department, and local police de-
partments including Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
and Scotch Plains, deployed their en-
tire narcotics units to assist.

Operation Helping Hand was first
introduced in Bergen County in 2016.
Of the 128 people accepting that same
offer in Union County last month, 56

were entered into inpatient detox treat-
ment, 43 entered intensive outpatient
or community-based support pro-
gram, and 29 entered medically as-
sisted treatment. The total number of
people contacted included 25 “walk-
ins,” or users who heard about the
initiative via word of mouth.

“It’s clear that the need is there for
a more robust, clear, effective system
to direct these individuals to treat-
ment once they are identified. Just
placing them into the criminal justice
system, time and time again, obvi-
ously has its limitations,” Union
County Police Department Chief
Chris Debbie said. “The real need is
diversion, assistance, and addressing
the mindset of the addict, hopefully
turning them away from the need for
opioids once and for all.”

More than 400 people died due to
a drug overdose in Union County
from 2015 into 2018, the last four full
calendar years for which statistics are
available with the overdose-reversal
drug naloxone administered more than
700 times, with more than 90 percent
of recipients surviving the encounter.

Prevention Links, a local nonprofit
group dedicated to fighting substance
abuse countywide, provided addiction
recovery coaches and logistical support.

RVL Mayors Alliance Rally
For ‘Equitable’ Service

NEWARK — Raritan Valley Line
Mayors Alliance members on Tues-
day stood on Platform 5 in Newark
Penn Station to meet and speak with
RVL commuters about what they are
doing to get improved service for
RVL.

Representatives of the Alliance, a
bipartisan organization of 32 mayors,
handed out information they provided
to Governor Phil Murphy, state sena-
tors on the line, Department of Trans-
portation Commissioner Diane
Guiterrez-Scaccetti and NJ Transit
Executive Director Kevin Corbett.
Alliance mayors were also collected
signatures for a petition.

Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle
said the Alliance has been working
and meeting with Senators Tom Kean
(R-21st, Westfield), Joe Cryan (D-
20th, Union), Patrick Diegnan (D-
18th, South Plainfield), Nick Scutari
(D-22nd, Linden), Christopher
Bateman (D-16th, Somerville),
Michael Doherty (R-23rd, Washing-
ton Twn.) and Robert Smith (D-17th,
Piscataway) for almost a year. “We
need to know when the off-peak one-
seat trains, suspended last fall, will
be restored and when RVL gets peak-
hour direct trains. We don’t need
more studies. We need a commit-
ment to make this happen,” she
added.

Earlier this month, Senators Scutari
and Kean introduced a bill asking for
NJ Transit to study the issue. “We
don’t think that goes far enough,”
said Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
adding, “We provided recommenda-
tions to that bill that we hope legisla-

tors will seriously consider.”
The RVL Mayors Alliance position

is: Work with Amtrak to get 100 per-
cent same platform transfer Newark
to New York for all peak hour East-
bound trains; restore off peak one-
seat direct trains within six months;
implement at least one peak hour
one-seat direct train in the AM and
PM hours along with weekend one-
seat direct train service, both within
12 months.

According to Bound Brook Mayor
Robert Fazen, the rally was an op-
portunity to meet commuters directly
and let them know what the Alliance
are doing on their behalf. “As may-
ors, we talk to residents regularly
and know how this arduous com-
mute affects their quality of life,” he
said.

He said the platform transfer adds
25 to 35 minutes each way, but often
delays cause commuters to miss a
connecting train causing an even
longer commute.

The RVL Mayors Co-Chairs
Brindle, Mahr and Fazen said they
are hoping the rally will shine a spot-
light on the “inequitable service” on
the Raritan Valley Line that has seen
significant ridership growth in re-
cent years. Trains lines with compa-
rable or less riders have direct train
service while RVL has none, they
noted.

The Raritan Valley Mayors Alli-
ance was organized in 2018 by the co-
chairs as a way to involve and engage
all of the mayors of towns along the
line. For more information
www.rvlmayors.org.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE-SEAT RIDE TO NYC...The  Raritan Valley Line Mayors Alliance held a
rally for a one-seat ride to New York City on Tuesday at Newark Penn Station.
Pictured are Raritan Valley Line Mayors Alliance members including Alliance co-
chairs, Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle, left, and Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mayor, second from right, and volunteers.


