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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OLD FASHIONED FIREFIGHTING...The Hampton Fire Department was one
one dozens of fire departments acorss Union County and New Jersey that
participated in Saturday’s Scotch Plains Fire Department’s 150th anniversary
parade down Westfield Avenue in the township.

ing a student and was not in the school
but would return. Wilkie then waited
in his car and called his brother who,
in turn, called Delaware State Police,
who called Westfield authorities.

According to an nj.com report, Tho-
mas Wilkie’s father, George, confirmed
that his (Thomas’) brother, Chad, had
called New Castle Police trying to find
out where his brother was.

“The Westfield Police Department
thanks the staff of Tamaques School
and the Westfield Board of Education
for its cooperation to ensure the safety
of everyone on the property,” Chief
Battiloro said in his statement.

“I’m very grateful for the swift work
of our Town of Westfield, N.J. Police
Department in apprehending an armed
suspect in the parking lot of Tamaques
Elementary School, a situation which
is every parent’s worst nightmare,”
Mayor Shelley Brindle said in a state-
ment on Facebook. “Thank you to our
WPD, the Tamaques administration,
and to the board of ed. for working
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Man Arrested With Gun
together to ensure all our students and
faculty were safe.”

Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) released the following
statement: “This is law enforcement
at its best. Great coordination be-
tween police departments from dif-
ferent states put this gunman behind
bars. Our community thanks them.”

According to Wilkie’s Facebook
page, he studied criminal justice at
Delaware Technical and Community
College from 1992 to 1994.

Delawareonline.com reported that
Wilkie was living with his parents in
Bear, Del., although Wilkie had posted
on his Facebook page on June 10 that
he was homeless and living in his car.

Wilkie is being held in the Union
County jail in Elizabeth pending a first
appearance and detention hearing be-
fore Judge William Daniel at the Union
County Courthouse Tower that was
scheduled for yesterday afternoon, June
19, after this newspaper went to press.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAVING A GREAT TIME..A Scotch Plains firefighter and emergency medical
technician and their families enjoy Saturday’s festivities marking the 150th
anniversary of the Scotch Plains Fire Department.

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
PRIDE MONTH..A Pride Month proclamation was presented by Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr at Monday’s borough council meeting to Irasel Bueno who,
with her partner, Oshanda Erb, is raising twin boys in Fanwood. They are
involved as volunteers in the community.

the first 10 years of the PILOT pro-
gram, with that level increasing to
nearly $1 million during the latter
years of the 30-year abatement. The
developer will also contribute
$250,000 towards downtown rede-
velopment efforts.

At the start of the meeting, Fire
Chief John Lestarchick presented
awards to nine firefighters for their
efforts last November when a worker
who had fallen and seriously injured
himself was rescued from the ice-
covered roof of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA. “They did a wonder-
ful job,” Mr. Lestarchick said. He
also presented Deputy Fire Chief Skip
Paal with an award and Mr. Paal

returned the gesture.
Former Fanwood police chief and

borough councilman Tony Parenti
was given a plaque by members of
the Memorial Day Parade commit-
tee for his work on the committee.
The council also honored volunteers
involved with the weekly “Senior
Café” luncheons at the Shady Rest
clubhouse. Two proclamations were
also issued, one declaring June as
Pride Month and the other designat-
ing July as National Parks and Rec-
reation Month. Raymond
Lestarchick, the son of the fire chief,
was sworn in as a member of the fire
department, becoming the third gen-
eration of his family to serve.
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Marijuana Dispensary

Council Addresses Speed
Limit After Woman’s Death

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The bor-
ough council began Tuesday’s pub-
lic meeting by observing a moment
of silence in memory of a 79-year-
old woman who was struck by a
vehicle and killed while crossing
the intersection of Summit Road
and Wyoming Drive at 7:05 p.m. on
June 6.

Councilman Rene Dierkes shared
the impact that being hit by a car as
a 5-year-old had on him, stating he
stills remembers the blood, the am-
bulance ride and the emergency
room and those are not memories
that any driver would want to inflict
on a child. He passionately urged
residents to remember that “25 mph
means 25 mph.” According to Mr.
Dierkes, more than 500 pedestrians
are killed in New Jersey each year
and the popularity of cell phones
has led to an increase in distracted
driving, which is a threat to drivers,
pedestrians and bicyclists.

The council unanimously voted
in favor of issuing resolutions of
congratulations to Hannah Tao and
Laine Rittman, the 2019 Valedicto-
rian and Salutatorian at Deerfield
Elementary School. They also
unanimously passed a Pride Month
proclamation, which will be cel-
ebrated with a Pride flag-raising
ceremony to honor the history of
the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ)
community’s liberation movement
and to support the rights of all citi-
zens to experience equality and free-
dom from discrimination. The flag
raising will be held at noon on Fri-
day, June 28, at Borough Hall.

Council members also unani-
mously voted in favor of a resolu-
tion opposing the imposition of the
state’s new “rain tax.” According to
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli, in March
Governor Phil Murphy signed the
“Clean Stormwater and Flood Re-
duction Act,” also known as the
“Rain Tax.” The law allows towns
and counties to create stormwater
utilities to manage contaminants
such as road salt, animal waste and
pesticides and to impose a tax on
residents to pay for the costs associ-
ated with the projects. Homeowners
would be billed based on how much
their property contributes to the
stormwater runoff, which would be
calculated based on the size of the
impervious portions of their prop-
erties such as driveways, paths, side-

walks and other surfaces.
Five percent of the funds col-

lected by the towns must be sent
back to the state. Supporters of the
bill contend it is necessary to help
towns and counties fund the infra-
structure improvements needed to
deal with runoff from roofs, drive-
ways and parking lots. Critics of the
new law say that New Jerseyans just
cannot support yet another tax, par-
ticularly as the state has one of the
highest tax rates in the country.

Councilman Glenn Mortimer
noted that more rain fell in New
Jersey in May than in Seattle and
the average homeowner in the state
living in a town which adopted the
tax would have to pay an addi-
tional $50 to $60 a month in taxes.
Mayor Mirabelli reminded resi-
dents that he and other council
members were committed to keep-
ing Mountainside affordable and
the community already has a sys-
tem in place to manage stormwater.

During the council’s comment
portion of the meeting, Council-
man Mortimer provided updated
data on the activities at the Moun-
tainside Public Library. According
to Mr. Mortimer, the 2019 circula-
tion to date is 16,825 items which
is a 10.1 percent increase from last
year and the value of the items
borrowed by members in May 2019
was $52,250.

Councilwoman Rachel Pater and
Mayor Mirabelli urged all residents
to support the Mountainside Youth
Baseball program by attending one
of their upcoming championship
games. The U-9 Green Machine
will be hosting the New Jersey State
Championship and the U-12s will
be playing in the district tourna-
ment this weekend in Westfield.

Councilwoman Pater thanked ev-
eryone who attended the “Senior
Prom” at Deerfield School and the
Mayor reminded all residents that
the annual Fourth of July Fireworks
extravaganza will be held on the
grounds of Our Lady of Lourdes
School on July 4.

The council agreed to authorize
the sale of several used cars and to
apply for a New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation State Aid
grant. In the event the grant is re-
ceived, the funds will be used to
repave and repair several high vol-
ume roads in the community.
Among the roads that are being
considered are Long Meadow,
Beechwood and Mill Lane.

Residents Address Stagnant
Water at School Playground

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Residents ad-
dressed the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education last Thursday
regarding flooding and drainage is-
sues on School One’s playground.

Third-grade student Ruth Sharlein
commented that, “our jungle gym lit-
erally looks like a lake is around it
sometimes because it’s blocked off
because there is so much water.” She
added, “I don’t like it when it is in-
door recess.”

Scotch Plains resident Bonnie
Falocco said the drainage issue at
School One was a “danger to students
and staff.” She presented pictures to
the board of the playground area days
after a storm showing large pools of
stagnant water in the area of the play-
ground. She also had concerns for the
crosswalks around the school, saying
they also had pooling water prob-
lems. Ms. Falocco said she felt the
stagnant water was a health threat
because of mosquitoes and mold.

Fanwood resident Rachel Richie,
speaking as a School One parent and
as a Madison Avenue resident, said the
water-drainage problem goes into her
backyard and that water sits stagnant
in her backyard, posing a problem not
only at school but at her home also.

Fanwood resident Molly
Donaldson, who moved to the area a
few years ago, said she and her chil-
dren and sometimes babysitters for
her children use the path from Park
Middle School to School One to get
back and forth to school, but that the
constant flooding problem makes it
difficult if not impossible to do so on
many occasions.

Pamela Zajac, of Scotch Plains,
said one of her boys, who attends
School One, receives special services
for body-control issues. She noted
that there were many times that play-
ground days were canceled and chil-
dren had to stay inside because of
flooding issues. She said that this
happened on a regular basis, even on
sunny days.

Ms. Zajac’s concern was that her
son needed time to run and burn off
energy. She added that having the
playground on which to run around
and play helped clear his head so he
can concentrate on school work after-
wards.

Board members listened, took notes
and thanked everyone for their state-
ments. It also was noted that there
were many emails that came to the
board regarding School One’s play-
ground flooding issue.

In other business, more than $2
million was approved for out-of-dis-
trict placements for district students
to attend other specialty public schools
such as the Westlake School and the
Westlake Job Academy, the Center
for Lifelong Learning and Rutgers
Day School.

 In addition, over $4 million was
approved for private-school special
placements including First Children,
LLC of Fanwood, Honor Ridge Acad-
emy in Clark and Hunterdon Prepara-
tory, among others.

The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting will be
held on Thursday, June 27. There are no
meetings scheduled for July. The board
will then reconvene on Thursday, Au-
gust 29, at 7:30 p.m., to start meetings
for the 2019-2020 school year.

Town Hall Slated on North,
Amberg Zoning Ordinances
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Affordable Housing Advisory
Committee will hold a special public
town hall meeting on Tuesday, July 9
at 7 p.m. at the Scotch Plains munici-
pal building’s Town Council Cham-
bers to discuss the North Avenue and
Amberg zoning ordinances.

These two projects are the result
of lawsuits against the Township of
Scotch Plains and are being man-
dated as part of our court-ordered
affordable housing settlement with
Fair Share Housing Center.

The North Avenue zoning ordi-
nance will permit the construction of
12 units, with two being deemed af-
fordable, at 2344 North Avenue, and
the Amberg zoning ordinance will
permit the construction of 125 units,
with 19 units being deemed afford-
able, at 2100 Lamberts Mill Road.

The purpose of the July 9 meeting
is to give property owners and resi-
dents an extra opportunity to under-

stand these ordinances and listen to
a presentation from our profession-
als in advance of the public hearing
that will take place at the July 16th
township council meeting.

The July 9 meeting will also give
the public the opportunity to meet
members of the Affordable Housing
Advisory Committee who are work-
ing to engage the State Legislature
and seek reforms to the current court-
mandated process.

Mayor Al Smith, who serves as
chairman of the Affordable Housing
Advisory Committee, recently ap-
peared on NJ101.5 radio and wrote a
guest post about affordable-housing
reform. The interview can be ac-
cessed at https://nj1015.com/your-
town-is-under-assault-by-nj-courts-
opinion/.

The July 9 meeting will also be
streamed live and recorded for later
viewing on SPTV and the township’s
Facebook page.

FOODDRIVE COMMITTEE...The Borough of Mountainside is partnering with
the Foodstock organization with a food drive for the week of July 7 to 13. Residents
can drop off food at Borough Hall during normal business hours. Over 50
municipalities are participating in the program. The goal is to provide 10,000
pounds of food to area foodbanks. All food collected at the Mountainside location
will be donated to the Community FoodBank of New Jersey in Hillside. The
committee for the Mountainside food drive is, from left to right, Councilman
Glenn Mortimer,  Mountainside Chief Financial Officer Jill Goode, Bob Swisher
from Foodstock, Borough Council 2019 candidate Donna Pacifico and Council-
man Rene Dierkes.


