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TEAM SPIRIT...The Westfield Ultimate team played Columbia High School for
the New Jersey State Championship at Watchung Hills on June 5. Westfield put
forth an incredible effort but was ultimately beat in the final minutes by
Columbia, 13 to 12, and finished their season as the number two team in the state.
Pictured are the team and their coaches after the game.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE...Union County Freeholder Chair Bette Jane
Kowalski and Vice-Chairman Alexander Mirabella last week congratulated 14
new firefighters from the fall 2018 Class on graduating the Union County Fire
Training Academy during a ceremony at Union County College in Cranford. They
also congratulated Kristian Jacoby of the Garwood Fire Department, second from
left, on earning the Chief Anthony Schepis Award for Excellence in Firefighter 1.
Pictured at left is Garwood Fire Chief Allan Tweedle.

of our Town of Westfield, N.J. Police
Department in apprehending an armed
suspect in the parking lot of Tamaques
Elementary School, a situation which
is every parent’s worst nightmare,”
Mayor Shelley Brindle said in a state-
ment on Facebook. “Thank you to our
WPD, the Tamaques administration,
and to the board of ed. for working
together to ensure all our students and
faculty were safe.”

Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) released the following
statement: “This is law enforcement
at its best. Great coordination be-
tween police departments from dif-
ferent states put this gunman behind
bars. Our community thanks them.”

According to Wilkie’s Facebook
page, he studied criminal justice at
Delaware Technical and Community
College from 1992 to 1994.

Delawareonline.com reported that
Wilkie was living with his parents in
Bear, Del., although Wilkie had posted
on his Facebook page on June 10 that
he was homeless and living in his car.

Wilkie is being held in the Union
County jail in Elizabeth pending a
first appearance and detention hear-
ing before Judge William Daniel at
the Union County Courthouse Tower
that was scheduled for yesterday af-
ternoon, June 19, after this newspa-
per went to press.
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ceived some concern from Westfield
and Cranford residents pertaining to
the poles placement along roads con-
necting Westfield, Garwood and
Cranford.

The mayor said a PSE&G represen-
tative wrote her office that the utility
has “recently received communica-
tion from Conrail highlighting several
conditions that need to be evaluated in
order to assess the feasibility of the
facilities along the railway.”

On a separate matter, Mayor
Todisco said the remaining buildings
at the Paperboard site on North Av-
enue will be taken down overnight
before month’s end.

Councilman Richard McCormack
proposed that a proclamation be
placed on the agenda at the next coun-
cil meeting recognizing Mayor
Todisco for receiving her master’s
degree in educational leadership from
The College of New Jersey. Mayor
Todisco completed her master’s this
past month. The mayor is a sixth-
grade social studies teacher at
Chatham Middle School.

“I don’t know if we ever in Garwood
had a mayor complete a graduate
degree while in office,” Councilman
McCormack said.

Councilman McCormack said since
his election, the bipartisan efforts of the
Democratic-majority council, includ-
ing Mayor Todisco, and his own views
as a Republican have been effective.

“All of us as council members that
you people elected are working well
together,” Councilman McCormack
said.

Councilman McCormack said he
always appreciates follow-up calls
after meetings from his colleagues
across the political aisle to render his
opinion on an issue or proposed plan.
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Garwood
Communication was also a con-

cern raised by multiple parents. Tom
Haines, who has a first grader at
Tamaques, stated there were children
in the after-care program whose par-
ents were unaware of the lockdown
because they did not have access to
their emails. He suggested the district
send text alerts in this type of situa-
tion in addition to emails. Parent Scott
Schrier claimed many parents he
spoke to felt as if they “were in the
dark” about the incident.

Ahisha Quallis expressed that as a
Girl Scout leader, she is often in school
after hours with her troop and that
other parent volunteers with groups
using the facilities after hours should
be informed of lockdown and other
emergency procedures, including who
is in charge of the building at the time.
Ms. Quallis also suggested there be a
community meeting in the summer to
announce the safety plan the board
comes up with.

Safety during school hours was also
a concern. Jefferson Elementary
School parent Kim Vannaarden Braun
asked the board to share their progress
in assessing physical changes in the
schools to address security, such as
adding vestibules to the school
entryways. Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan responded by stating,
upon recommendation from security
consultants StoneGate Associates,
LLC., new classroom doors are being
installed in Roosevelt and Edison
Intermediate Schools and Westfield
High School this summer, with the
project being extended to the elemen-
tary schools the following year. These
new doors will be linked to the secu-
rity system and automatically lock
during a lockdown.

There are also several cameras out-
side and inside the school to track sus-
picious activity and the staff of each
school is trained to notice specific be-
haviors. Board member Amy Root
stated that the purpose of these security
measures is to keep people out of the
building completely, rather than allow-
ing them to enter the school through a
vestibule and then be detained.

Ms. Braun also pointed out that
there are problems within the physi-
cal structure of the schools in regard
to people entering the building and
walking past classrooms to reach the
main office and hopes that the board
and the security consultants will re-
visit that conversation.

Alicia Grippi-Virag said she ap-
preciates the office staff for all they
do and is happy to hear that they have
been trained in noticing particular
behaviors, but they have other re-
sponsibilities to handle throughout
the day. Ms. Grippi-Virag suggested

a dedicated individual at every school
be responsible for checking identifi-
cation. Similarly, other parents asked
for security guards to be assigned to
each school. According to Ms.
Sullivan, there are three police offic-
ers assigned to the district full-time
who rotate throughout the schools,
but if the community wants security
guards, it would need to be added as
a separate proposal to the budget.

Consultant Errol Brudner from
StoneGate Associates, LLC. stated
that he works with many districts and
“Westfield is very close to being the
best in practice that we’ve seen.” Mr.
Brudner went on to say, “we are com-
fortable saying we are doing well.
Doesn’t ever mean we’re satisfied.”

Ms. Dolan said that the safety con-
versation is ongoing and Board Presi-
dent Peggy Oster stated, “keeping our
students and staff safe in our schools is
our number one priority,” and the board
will continue working with school
administration, the police department,
and Stonegate “to make our schools as
safe as possible.”
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Westfield Bd. of Education

out the school year, as well as beefed-
up security at the upcoming middle-
and high-school graduations.”

During the governing body’s con-
ference session, resident Glenn
Johnson, whose wife was an eyewit-
ness to the arrest of Wilkie, had asked
officials about safety protocols on the
exterior of school grounds. While the
school building was in lockdown, the
30-some lacrosse players practicing
on the school field were told by po-
lice that it was okay to continue prac-
ticing, Mr. Johnson said. “If you’re
locking down this school, then why
not lock down the practice?” he asked.
He also said the back-alley access to
the field where the players were picked
up was not secure from what his wife
had seen in picking up the children.

“We don’t know if this guy is a lone
operator or if there are others,” Mr.
Johnson said.

“Outside of core hours, what secu-
rity protocols are in place?” he asked.
Mr. Johnson said school officials have
told him it is the town’s responsibil-
ity, while the town is saying it is the
school’s responsibility.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
the school makes the security proto-
cols with assistance from a security
consultant the school district hire, and
the question should be addressed to
the school and the consultant.

The WPD patrols all school prop-
erties’ exterior premises 24 hours a
day, Chief Battiloro said.

“I want to make sure this is a coop-
erative effort,” Mr. Johnson said.

In other business, the town council
in a 6-to-3 vote approved negotiating
a lease for a two-year renewal of the
Westfield Ice Rink to be placed tem-
porarily at Gumbert Park. The council
chambers was packed with ice hockey
players and supporters, as well as some
opponents of the ice rink’s presence at
Gumbert. Comments from the public
reflected why they support the ice rink
or why they oppose bringing it back to
Gumbert Park.

Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan and
Councilman Michael Dardia, who
both represent Ward 2 where the rink
is located, as well as Councilman
Doug Stokes, had voted against. Rea-
sons included the noise, traffic and
inconvenience to residents of the
neighborhood, as well as lack of ice
time for Westfield players and resi-
dents, and how the negativity from
some supporters towards those against
the ice rink’s location has divided the
town.

“I think it’s a great idea in the
wrong place,” Councilwoman Neylan
said.

Mayor Brindle said she supported
the rink. “I don’t want this to be

anywhere else in Westfield — this
belongs here,” she said.

The mayor said the rink “comes
with little expense to taxpayers.” She
said she spoke to the businesses in the
area of the rink and that “there was no
impact on the businesses.” She also
said other residents in the same prox-
imity to the rink have told her that
they do not have the same concerns as
neighbors who oppose the rink.

Ken Anderson, who operates the
rink, had presented plans to add fur-
ther soundproofing, café lighting, a
shed structure for selling of snacks
and drinks that had been previously
sold at a table, and fabric covering the
fencing to shield the sheds surround-
ing parts of the rink.
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WPD Chief Makes Statement
On Tamaques Arrest

Council Addresses Speed
Limit After Woman’s Death

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The bor-
ough council began Tuesday’s pub-
lic meeting by observing a moment
of silence in memory of a 79-year-
old woman who was struck by a
vehicle and killed while crossing
the intersection of Summit Road
and Wyoming Drive at 7:05 p.m. on
June 6.

Councilman Rene Dierkes shared
the impact that being hit by a car as
a 5-year-old had on him, stating he
stills remembers the blood, the am-
bulance ride and the emergency
room and those are not memories
that any driver would want to inflict
on a child. He passionately urged
residents to remember that “25 mph
means 25 mph.” According to Mr.
Dierkes, more than 500 pedestrians
are killed in New Jersey each year
and the popularity of cell phones
has led to an increase in distracted
driving, which is a threat to drivers,
pedestrians and bicyclists.

The council unanimously voted
in favor of issuing resolutions of
congratulations to Hannah Tao and
Laine Rittman, the 2019 Valedicto-
rian and Salutatorian at Deerfield
Elementary School. They also
unanimously passed a Pride Month
proclamation, which will be cel-
ebrated with a Pride flag-raising
ceremony to honor the history of the
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ)
community’s liberation movement
and to support the rights of all citi-
zens to experience equality and free-
dom from discrimination. The flag
raising will be held at noon on Fri-
day, June 28, at Borough Hall.

Council members also unani-
mously voted in favor of a resolu-
tion opposing the imposition of the
state’s new “rain tax.” According to
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli, in March
Governor Phil Murphy signed the
“Clean Stormwater and Flood Re-
duction Act,” also known as the
“Rain Tax.” The law allows towns
and counties to create stormwater
utilities to manage contaminants
such as road salt, animal waste and
pesticides and to impose a tax on
residents to pay for the costs associ-
ated with the projects. Homeowners
would be billed based on how much
their property contributes to the
stormwater runoff, which would be
calculated based on the size of the
impervious portions of their prop-
erties such as driveways, paths, side-
walks and other surfaces.

Five percent of the funds col-
lected by the towns must be sent
back to the state. Supporters of the
bill contend it is necessary to help

towns and counties fund the infra-
structure improvements needed to
deal with runoff from roofs, drive-
ways and parking lots. Critics of the
new law say that New Jerseyans just
cannot support yet another tax, par-
ticularly as the state has one of the
highest tax rates in the country.

Councilman Glenn Mortimer
noted that more rain fell in New
Jersey in May than in Seattle and
the average homeowner in the state
living in a town which adopted the
tax would have to pay an additional
$50 to $60 a month in taxes. Mayor
Mirabelli reminded residents that
he and other council members were
committed to keeping Mountain-
side affordable and the community
already has a system in place to
manage stormwater.

During the council’s comment
portion of the meeting, Council-
man Mortimer provided updated
data on the activities at  the
Mountainside Public Library. Ac-
cording to Mr. Mortimer, the 2019
circulation to date is 16,825 items,
which is a 10.1 percent increase
from last year and the value of the
items borrowed by members in May
2019 was $52,250.

Councilwoman Rachel Pater and
Mayor Mirabelli urged all residents
to support the Mountainside Youth
Baseball program by attending one
of their upcoming championship
games. The U-9 Green Machine will
be hosting the New Jersey State
Championship and the U-12s will
be playing in the district tourna-
ment this weekend in Westfield.

Councilwoman Pater thanked ev-
eryone who attended the “Senior
Prom” at Deerfield School and the
mayor reminded all residents that
the annual Fourth of July Fireworks
extravaganza will be held on the
grounds of Our Lady of Lourdes
School on July 4.

The council agreed to authorize
the sale of several used cars and to
apply for a New Jersey Department
of Transportation State Aid grant.
In the event the grant is received,
the funds will be used to repave and
repair several high volume roads in
the community. Among the roads
which are being considered are Long
Meadow, Beechwood, and Mill
Lane.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
OUTSTANDING...Union County Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski and
Vice-Chairman Alexander Mirabella last week congratulated 14 new firefighters
from the Fall 2018 Class on graduating the Union County Fire Training Academy
during a ceremony at Union County College in Cranford. They also congratulated
Geoffrey Semler of the Cranford Fire Department, second from left, on earning
the Battalion Chief Ken Nocera Memorial Award for Outstanding Excellence in
Firefighter 1. Pictured at left is Cranford Fire Chief Dan Czeh.

See More News and
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