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By Amanda Pyle

Westfield Public Schools were
closed for Memorial Day Week-
end on Friday, May 24, and Mon-
day, May 28. Walking through
the halls, it was clear that every
student—and staff member—
were looking forward to this four-
day weekend. Classes were rela-
tively quiet, the weather was
warm, and the atmosphere of
the school was buzzing with ex-
citement for the beach trips, bar-
becues, or the simple relaxation
that lies ahead during the up-
coming weekend.
The joy and relaxation that ac-
companies with Memorial Day
Weekend definitely gives the
Westfield High School (WHS)
community a much-needed break
from the work and the stress that
we have endured during the past
nine months. Although this break
is refreshing for our community,
it also leads me to wonder if most
people understand the true
meaning of this federal holiday.
Memorial Day is defined as “a
federal holiday in the United
States for remembering and hon-
oring people who have died while
serving in the United States
Armed Forces”. Although there is
a plethora of members of our
community that fully compre-
hend this holiday’s meaning, it is
also clear that a concerning
amount of WHS students do not.
Most students who I have talked
to about this holiday know that it
has something to do with U.S.
service members, they do not
understand what they are fully
observing on this day off from
school, and how they should be
doing that. Most students merely
think of this weekend as a fun
time to go to the beach or enjoy
other outdoor activities with their

friends and families before the
craziness of the end of the school
year arrives.
Although this weekend is a per-
fect chance to enjoy the spring
weather and make memories with
people we love, it also has a
deeper purpose in our national
identity. Memorial Day is a time
for Americans to honor those
who have given the greatest sac-
rifice of all—their lives—so that
we can have the opportunity to
live freely in this country.
If it were not for these soldiers
who have given their lives to
protect Americans at home, we
would not even be able to go to
the beach, or eat whatever bar-
becue food that we want to. The
people who go to the beach on
this day oftentimes forget the
true purpose of this holiday.
It’s easy to get carried away in
the relaxing ocean waves, and
multitude of snacks and ham-
burgers we eat on this day, but
that doesn’t mean that it’s ac-
ceptable to do that. As a high
school community, we need to
do a better job either learning
about or reflecting upon this day
off from school. Instead of treat-
ing this weekend as an escape
from school, we should treat it as
the honorable national holiday
that is truly is.

A Column Written by
Local High School Students

The Student View

FULL STEAM AHEAD…The STEAM Program (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts & Mathematics) is an after-school enrichment
opportunity developed by Jefferson teachers in collaboration with
the PTO. The program offers a variety of courses. Pictured, are
students from grades 3 through 5, who participated in Beginning
Coding this spring with Catharine Halloran, who teaches third grade
and Sally Susan Heyder, who is the media specialist.

Mother Seton Regional HS
One Valley Rd., Clark, NJ 07066
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SUMMER AT MSR!

SETON SPORTS CAMPS – From
June to August

HELLO HIGH SCHOOL – July
15-19:  9 a.m. to noon

SETON SUMMER ACADEMY –
July 22-26:  8:45 a.m. to 3 p.m.

REGISTRATION AND INFOR-
MATION AVAILABLE ON OUR

WEBSITE
www.motherseton.org

The Future is Hers
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SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Alumni Association has
announced that James Cerini and
Angelo Dinizo have each been
awarded $1,000 scholarships to
the college of their choice.
James Cerini is the son of Ronald
and Andreas Cerini. He has a
sister, Lea, who is in her junior
year at SPFHS.
James was a member of the
Marching Band, competing in
State and National competitions,
and also played solo trumpet in
the Jazz Ensemble. He has com-
peted in swimming relays, and
annual Green Youth events. At
his church, he volunteers, and
supports outreach activities. At-
tending high school, he was noted
for his strong drive and system-
atic and thoughtful understand-
ing of course content and time

management. At college, his
major will be Hospitality, Sports
Management, and History. He is
wished success in meeting any
future challenge and in continu-
ing to make meaningful contri-
butions to his environment--
whatever the future holds.
Angelo Dinizo is the son of Frank
and Susan Dinizo. One of his
brothers attended Kean Univer-
sity, and the other brother, Hil-
bert College. Angelo has also
been accepted into the freshman
class at Hilbert College, and is
planning to play on the baseball
team. He will pursue a bachelor’s
degree in Computer Science
stressing Cyber Security, a cru-
cial field today.
Angelo was a coach for the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Baseball Asso-
ciation. His volunteer activities
included coaching young base-

ball players, and teaching Middle
School students to stay on the
right path when reaching high
school. He hopes his degree will
“help (him) get a good job and
experience the real world”. He is
wished good luck!
The SPFHS Alumni Association
encourages community members
to buy commemorative bricks to
be placed on the Alumni Walk-
way at the high school. All pro-
ceeds go directly toward award-
ing future scholarships. Visit
https://www.spfk12.org/alumni.
At that website, also find infor-
mation on the SPFHS Alumni Hall
of Fame. There are over 30 mem-
bers of the Hall already. Nomina-
tions are actively being sought
from the public for additional
distinguished alumni who would
be exemplars for current stu-
dents.
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