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Westfield BOE Moves Forward
With Referendum for Full-Day K
By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield voters will get a chance to make their
opinions known on full-day kindergarten at a special March 2020 bond
referendum election.
At a public workshop session during Tuesday night’s meeting, the
Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) voted 6 to 3 to move forward
with a referendum for bonds needed
to construct additions to some of
the local schools. Gretchan Ohlig,
Tara Oporto and Michael Bielen
voted no. Board member Brendan
Galligan stated that he “does not
feel as if we (the district) really
needs full-day kindergarten, but the

public keeps asking for it, so let’s
put the question to the voters.”
Thirteen hundred respondents answered a survey by the board. Board
member Robert Garrison relayed
that the overall response was positive; 70.5 percent of respondents
either fully supported or most likely
supported full-day kindergarten,
while 21.9 percent said they did
not, and 7.3 percent said they were
uncertain.
According to Business Administrator Dana Sullivan, an enrollment
study shows the number of incoming first graders for the 2019-2020
school year is 455. The actual enrollment of half-day kindergarten
students is 221. Therefore, the pro-

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

PRESERVING WESTFIELD...The Westfield Historic Preservation Commission
presented its annual Harry Devlin Awards at a ceremony last Thursday night in
the Community Room of the Westfield Municipal Building.

Y Seeks to Use Back Yards
Of Homes for Parking
By JILL BURKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area Y appeared before the town’s
board of adjustment Monday night
seeking approval to use three residential houses’ backyards as employee parking. The proposal, if approved, would create 15 to 20 new
parking spaces.
Mark Elsasser, chief executive officer of the Westfield Area Y, spoke
on behalf of the organization. The Y
has existed at its current Clark Street
location since 1923 and owns all
three houses cited in the application.
Three staff members live with their
families on the second floor of each
house, while the lower levels are
used as storage for Y equipment.
The Westfield Area Y employs
about 430 staff members across all
their facilities, most of whom are
part-time, and 15 to 30 of whom are
working at the Clark Street location
at any given time. There also is a

night shift of six to eight workers,
meaning that the Y is staffed at all
times. The Y proposed to use the
new parking areas for full-time and
overnight employees, to prevent a
heavy flow of movement in and out
of the residential area as part-time
employees’ shorter shifts begin and
end.
Representatives of the Y explained
that rather than seeking approval to
demolish the three houses and create
one large parking lot, they are trying
to be good neighbors and preserve
the integrity of the residential charCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Correction
In a report dated May 30, The
Westfield Leader should have reported
that Riker, Danzig, Scherer, Hyland
represented Commissioner JeanAlbert Maisonneuve, and the Township of Cranford, in a lawsuit filed by
Benedict Caiola. The suit was dismissed.

jected increase of students for a
full-day kindergarten program is
232 more students. Twenty-three
classrooms will be needed to house
a full-day kindergarten of this size.
Currently, the schools have nine
classrooms available and need 14
additional rooms. This is based on a
class size of roughly 20 students.
According to Ms. Sullivan, to provide these rooms, expansions will
need to be added to some of the
local schools. Washington Elementary, Jefferson Elementary and Wilson Elementary Schools have been
determined suitable for expansion.
The estimated cost combined for all
three schools is $13 million to $14.3
million. Franklin, McKinley and
Lincoln Elementary Schools were
deemed not suitable due to lack of
land. Tamaques Elementary
School’s land grade would require
additional building costs to construct on the slope, around $12.7
million just for this school, and is
therefore considered unsuitable, she
said.
Other ideas for expansion, such
as the BOE offices and private building acquisitions, were deemed not
appropriate due to the updating, refitting and rehabilitation costs to
meet current school building codes.
Also researched, but considered unsuitable as long-term solutions, were
trailers and refurbished shipping
containers.
Ms. Sullivan said if the bond referendum passes in March 2020, the
public will have a separate vote in
November of 2021 to increase the
overall operating budget that will
rise above the state cap, due to the
additional staff needed to run the
full-day kindergarten program. If
both of those pass, full-day kindergarten would be available in September 2022. Currently, 10 percent
of New Jersey schools do not have
full-day kindergarten.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

CELEBRATE CRANFORD...Kids Zone activities were popular during Sunday’s Celebrate Cranford event. Children had
fun jumping over or dodging the arm in the Meltdown, playing carnival games and cornhole, and the bouncy houses, as this
little one did in the Sesame Street-themed bounce house.

Cranford Planning Bd. Says ‘No’
To Rezoning of 750 Walnut Ave.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The planning
board had a heart, and said no to 750
Walnut. The board unanimously denied, by a 10-to-0 vote Wednesday
night, Hartz Mountain Industries’ application to rezone 750 Walnut Avenue from a C-3 zone to a multifamily residential zone. The board’s
vote is considered a recommendation to the township committee,
which will make the final decision
whether to rezone the property. Before the township committee can
vote, the planning board at one of the

Cranford Explains New
July 2 Date for Fireworks
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township committee meeting Tuesday began with a
presentation by Emergency Management Coordinator Lieutenant Matthew
Lubin about why the fireworks display
at Nomahegan Park to celebrate the
country’s independence was moved
from the Fourth of July to July 2 this
year.
There was a threat and hazard identification and risk assessment conducted,
he said.Alist of reasons was spelled out.
Some of those reasons included that
Union County and state resources are
tied up with high-profile events down
the shore and in the city; tree overgrowth in the park, and that portions of
fallout zones are inaccessible to safety
personnel, he said. Also, the fireworks
display has grown to where roughly
6,500 spectators attend the event at the
park. The presentation stated that the
event has grown substantially over the
years and is one result of a growing

population in Central Union County.
The Fourth of July is a high-risk day
from a public-safety standpoint, and
the event leaves minimal resources
available to the township, the presentation stated.
The Office of Emergency Management considered July 3, but with the
Firecracker road race held at the park
the morning after, there would not be
time to clean up the park for the race
participants. The vendor was not available July 5, Lt. Lubin said.
Later in the meeting, resident Tom
Sherman asked if the township considered having discussions with other
towns to rotate having the fireworks on
the Fourth of July to free up safety
personnel, and also how many other
municipalities in the county have fireworks displays.
Lt. Lubin said the issue with rotating
in the county is that some resources the
township gets are from the state office.
He also said there are four shows in

marketing and leasing space.
“Most of the hardships Hartz has
identified...are self-imposed,” Mr.
Chapman said.
The board maintained that the
applicant’s real-estate expert testimony was not consistent with the
board’s expert. The board cited rates
per square feet that were too high;
poor marketing of the property; that
Hartz had no investment in the property since 1988 other than retrofitting a building for one tenant, Bank
of America, which vacated in recent
years; that the applicant neglected to
actively pursue tenants of similar
types of businesses such as Summit
Medical Group, which had been in
negotiation, but fell through, to lease
part of the property; that Hartz
Mountain’s refusal to rent smaller
square footage of property has created a self-inflicted burden, and the
application with the planning board
to rezone the 30.5 acres of property
has resulted in a lack of interest from
lessors.
Also, the board found the testimony by the applicant’s engineer
regarding lack of access to the New
Jersey Turnpike and Route 1 as not
reliable because the current industrial trucking company there presently has large trucks coming and
going, and that modern industrial

board’s upcoming scheduled meetings will have to pass a resolution of
its decision, which then moves to the
township committee.
The board had multiple votes on
multiple questions it had to consider, and deliberated and made statements for its reasoning to not recommend the rezoning of the property.
The first was to consider if the property as it is zoned has fallen into
inutility, which means “uselessness
or no practical use,” Board Chairwoman Kathleen Murray said.
The board cited the testimony by
the applicant did not provide a burden of proof that the property has
fallen into inutility where it can no
longer be leased or sold for the uses
in the C-3 zone, and that the rezone
would not further the purpose of the
land-use law and goals of the
township’s master plan.
Board member Chris Chapman,
who began stating his reasons for
voting against the application, had
said the board’s real-estate expert
had “sufficient reliable evidence”
that supported that the property is
not in inutility or would be in inutility if not rezoned. He also cited citizen objectors’ comments on the application. Board member Peter Taylor said that Hartz experts “lack credibility” and that their real-estate expert used a “passive approach” in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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KIDS ZONE...Cranford came out Sunday to celebrate being named the number
one downtown in New Jersey. The Cranford Jaycees donated the Kids Zone
activities for the day. Kids had fun jumping over or dodging the arm in the
Meltdown, above, playing carnival games and cornhole, and enjoying the bouncy
houses. Fitness sessions were a part of the event as well.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

IT’S A NO VOTE...Cranford Planning Board member Peter Taylor, center,
discusses the Hartz Mountain application at the June 5 board meeting. The board
rejected a change in zoning for 750 Walnut Avenue in a 10-to-0 vote.
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Union Catholic High School
Congratulates the Class of 2019
on obtaining a remarkable $30,036,747 in college scholarships.
1600 Martine Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-889-1600,Ext. 302 • www.unioncatholic.org

Cranford BOE Offers
Accolades for Retirees
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

LEADER IN ITALY...During Spring Break, close to 75 eighth-grade students
from Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools in Westfield traveled to Switzerland and Italy with teachers Marc Lazarow, Tamara Zuckerman and Kim
Schumacher. Here they are pictured in Bolonga, Italy, with The Westfield Leader.

Westfield Y Parking
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

acter of the neighborhood.
The Y currently leases several
parking spots from Bank of America,
but the bank is unwilling to sell despite attempts by the Y to purchase
space. The Y also is in “constant
discussion” with Lord & Taylor,
which has offered for the Y to use a
corner lot for employee parking, but
that option is “limited and temporary,” Mr. Elsasser said.
Residents of the Ferris Place neighborhood present at Monday’s meeting expressed their concerns regarding noise, light and security issues.
These concerns are exacerbated by
additional congestion from the
nearby intermediate school and
church, and from commuters parking on the street. Parking is an issue
not only at the Y, but in the Town of
Westfield as a whole.
The Y reasons that if it can get 20
cars out of the main parking lot and
into the proposed new employee
parking lot, that would get 20 cars
off the street, improving the experience for both Y members and neighborhood residents. Neighbors argue
that getting 20 cars off the street
would simply allow 20 new cars to
park in their residential area. Rather
than alleviating the street parking
situation, they worry there would be
no change, except they would then
be living across from a parking lot.
“I think that you’ve done about as
good a job as you can to design a
parking lot to fit in a residential area.
But it’s still a parking lot in a residential area,” board member Rob
Bennachio said.
The Y also sought approval to
replace three sheds currently outside the building with one large shed.
The exterior of the proposed shed
would be in keeping with the design
of the rest of the neighborhood.
The discussion of the Y’s proposal

lasted three hours, and ultimately,
representatives of the Y requested
for their application to be carried at
least a month to allow them time to
make revisions to their plan that better reflect the concerns of the board
and neighborhood residents.
After the Y’s proposal, Kelly
Grillon of 4 Stanley Oval and her
architect, Bob Algarin, presented
their application to maintain an existing one-car garage where the town
ordinance requires a minimum twocar garage. Their application for a
variance was approved.
Pedro Pizha of 612 Ripley Place
and his architect, Jeffrey Lewis, presented their application to build a
two-story addition on Mr. Pizha’s
two-story, two-family home, where
the ordinance requires a minimum
front-yard setback of 25 feet and a
maximum building coverage of 20
percent. The board decided the proposed addition would add too much
square footage for the size of the lot,
and offered to carry the proposal to
next month’s meeting to allow Mr.
Pizha and Mr. Lewis time to make
revisions.
The last case heard by the board
was an appeal by Ken Wu of 1128
Central Avenue to build a 14- to 18foot-wide circular driveway on a 70foot-wide lot, where the town ordinance allows a maximum width of
10 feet for circular driveways, and a
minimum lot width of 80 feet. The
board approved the circular driveway to allow a safer exit for cars
leaving the driveway and turning onto
busy Central Avenue, but the circular part of the driveway must be a
maximum 10 feet in width with the
straight section that leads to the garage being 18 feet.
The next board meeting will take
place on Monday, July 8, at 7:30 p.m.,
in the Westfield Municipal Building.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

CONGRATULATIONS...The Cranford Fire Department (CFD) had three officers sworn in at a ceremony. Pictured, right,Mark Bagniewski was promoted to the
position of lieutenant within the CFD. Mayor Patrick Giblin, left, congratulates
him. Lt. Bagniewski was hired by the CFD as a career firefighter in 2014, and was
appointed fire inspector in 2016. He holds a license as a fire protection engineer,
fire official and fire subcode official. Two probationary firefighters, Matthew
Kiamie and Adrian Taberna, also were sworn in.

CRANFORD — Scott Rubin,
Ed.D., superintendent of schools, and
the board of education (BOE) acknowledged retiring staff district-wide
at the board’s open work session on
Monday night.
Mr. Rubin described the night as
“one of the nicest meetings we have,”
and further commented that it was a
night to “celebrate our teachers.”
Shaun Benoit, Cynthia Brennan,
Michele Fazio, Susan Fitzmaurice,
Elizabeth Kellett, Mary Beth Kirk,
Paul McClendon, Robin Melleno,
June Molloy, Pam Monteagudo, Lori
Moonan, John Mujica and Kandace
Nieliwocki were recognized by the
board for their many years of service.
Additionally, Andrea Ohlandt,
Linda Osborne, Mary Purcell, Carole
Rood, Gerald Salzarulo, Kathleen
Savage, Diane Sideris, Elaine
Traynor, Sharon Waldman, Antonia
Ward and Carol Westlund were acknowledged with gratitude by the
Cranford BOE.
The superintendent observed that
together, the retirees, on average, had
25 years of service. Altogether, he
said, their service to the Cranford
district added up to 597, noting the
“extraordinary commitment” this took.
In other business, the board approved the appointment of Spanish
teacher Amy Imhof, school nurses
Ashlee Dias and Michelle Kilbashian,
special-education teacher Cassia
Wellington and math teacher Gary

Wenger.
The board accepted a donation from
the Orange Avenue School Parent
Teacher Association (PTA) in the
amount of $9,203.64 for various items
at Orange Avenue School including
water bottle refilling stations and related supplies, an ADA water cooler,
bike racks and a desk for the main
foyer.
The board accepted a New Jersey
Tiered System of Supports-Early
Reading (NJTSS-ER) grant from the
New Jersey Department of Education to provide professional development including coaching and technical assistance in partnership with
Rutgers University to improve upon
the effectiveness of reading interventions available for all students. The
grant is on a reimbursement basis in
an amount up to $4,000.
Cranford High School (CHS) Principal Mark Cantagallo and four CHS
students attended the meeting to request open campus at CHS for the
2019-2020 school year.
Open campus is a school policy
that allows seniors to leave campus
during the school day when they do
not have a scheduled class. The students described the policy as a “privilege” and explained to the board some
of the benefits for students, including
more opportunities to meet with teachers and engage in co-curricular activities, reduced stress and a chance
to develop time-management skills.
The next regularly scheduled board
meeting will be Monday, June 24.

Cranford Township
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

which the county is involved.
Lt. Lubin also said the department
will continuously review the fireworks
display and sit down with the committee, and will do the same thorough
assessment process next year.
The Cranford Fire Department (CFD)
had three officers sworn in at a ceremony. Mark Bagniewski was promoted to the position of lieutenant within
the CFD. Two probationary firefighters,
Matthew Kiamie and Adrian Taberna,
were sworn in. The new hires will fill
vacancies left in the department. Lt.
Bagniewski was hired by the CFD as a
career firefighter in 2014, and was appointed fire inspector in 2016. He holds
a license as a fire protection engineer,
fire official and fire subcode official.
In business, the committee passed a
number of resolutions. Mott
MacDonald was awarded a contract to
provide engineering services in connection with conflict-of-interest engineering services at a cost not to exceed
$20,000. The firm is to provide services to the zoning board of adjustment
during the hearings of Verizon Wireless
for a cell tower at Union County College, as other engineering firms which
the zoning board utilizes have a conflict
of interest, Township Attorney Ryan
Cooper stated.
Maser Consulting was authorized to
be selected by the planning board to
perform a reexamination of the township master plan at a cost of $18,000.
Road improvements were authorized
for 2019 Engineering Department
projects, which include sections of South
Union Avenue and Brookside Place
and other roads in the municipality (not
specified).
Also, it was noted that Elizabethtown
Gas is to replace gas mains along portions of Brookside Place and Orange
Avenue.
During public comment, Kathy
Curran of Lexington Avenue, a member of No High Voltage Cranford, said
Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ) sent the
township resolution to PSE&G and
asked the utility to consider a route with
less impact for its high-voltage wires.
Mayor Patrick Giblin provided an
update on the route proposed by
PSE&G. He said members of the township committee had a call with PSE&G
representatives that morning. A week
ago, PSE&G applied to Conrail for a

right of entry to go on the Conrail train
tracks to begin the process to assess
estimates on work involved to have the
high-voltage wires along the tracks,
which is a five-mile stretch, he said. The
utility is waiting for approval from
Conrail to gain access to the tracks to
get estimates, Mayor Giblin said.
“They did stress the project is on
hold. There are no plans to do anything
until they know this is a feasible option
and they are evaluating this very seriously,” Mayor Giblin said.
Commissioner Mary O’Connor, during her comments, addressed the issue
of bicycle safety. She urged parents to
reinforce that their children wear helmets when bicycling.
Commissioner
Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve made an announcement
that the blue stone steps at the Eastman
Clock plaza are being repaired, and the
plaza will be closed during that time,
which could take about two weeks.
There also are going to be new lights
installed.
Mr. Maisonneuve also made a statement regarding an article The Westfield
Leader printed on a workshop session
of May 28, at which time the bills list
was discussed.
While Mr. Cooper’s general litigation bills were approved, he said, “those
bills were not the bills being discussed
as referenced in the article.” A lawsuit
was filed against the commissioner and
the township by Benedict Caiola, but
ended up being dismissed.
“Caiola separately sued the township directly to intend to harass myself
and Lockey (Mr. Maisonneuve’s wife).
The township’s outside counsel (Riker
Danzig) successfully obtained the dismissal of that suit. Mr. Cooper did not
represent the township in that litigation
and did not bill the township for any
work related to that litigation,” Mr.
Maisonneuve said.
Mayor Giblin, at the start of the meeting, had proclaimed the month of June
as LGBTQ Pride Month, and later said
the township will hang the Pride flag
that was given to the governing body
that evening.
Eagle Scout Joseph Gannon also was
recognized on having achieved the highest rank in Boy Scouting.
The next meetings of the township
committee will be held Monday and
Tuesday, July 8 and 9.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

LOOKING FOR BARGAINS...Shoppers check out the various venders at
Saturday’s street fair in the parking lot of the Westfield train station on South
Avenue.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader

GET FIT WESTFIELD...Yoga on Quimby Street happened on the sunny Sunday
morning of June 9. The free event featured group yoga for people of all ages and
abilities. Men, women and children partook in the outdoor exercise classes. Massages and cooling breezes from Chill Cryotherapy were offered as well. A cardio
dance flash mob, led by Westfield resident Lisa Benke, began at 11:15 a.m.

Hartz Mountain
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

facilities use smaller trucks for deliveries and those smaller trucks can
transport on the Garden State Parkway, which is easily accessible from
the property.
Ann Dooley, planning board member and deputy mayor of the township committee, said of the
applicant’s engineer, Jeffrey Martell,
“He admitted he did not review any
plans of the buildings on site... His
testimony is not actually reliable, or
substantiable or sufficiently credible
to us.”
Plus, since the property currently
has a trucking company operating
there and has been for decades, and
the fact that PSE&G has approached
Hartz to buy part of the property for
a substation, which is a permitted
use in the current zone, the board
agreed there is further proof the property is not in inutility.
Mr. Taylor said that the applicant’s
real estate expert, Charles Reese,
during his testimony “was holding
back information from the planning
board” about negotiations between
Hartz and PSE&G, and negotiations
to buy property there “would negate
the application at hand,” Mr. Taylor
said.
Also, if PSE&G was to buy part of
the property it could mean that the
density of the proposed apartments
could be reduced, thereby effectively
changing the tax revenue that Hartz
Mountain testified about…and “may
not provide a benefit to the township
which Hartz was trying to sell,” Mr.
Taylor said.
The board concurred the rezoning
of the property would not further the
municipal land-use law and masterplan goals. The board said that residential density is to be developed
near to mass transit, which this property is not; that the proposed concept
for the 905 apartments with swimming pools and clubhouses is exclusive and not inclusionary to the rest
of the community; that the 905 proposed apartments being located
across from a historic district is in
opposition to the master plan, and is

not compatible with the surrounding
area, and that the density would not
help in the shortfall of open space.
Regarding testimony from the
applicant’s expert and the board’s
and board of education’s experts
about the fiscal impact statement that
explains how the proposed multifamily use would benefit the township, the board sided with its own
and the board of education experts.
Ms. Dooley laid out a number of
inequities from the applicant’s planning expert, Keenan Hughes, testimony. Some of the inequities she
cited were his inability to answer
questions about his calculations, his
change in methodologies, and projections of school-aged children.
Ms. Dooley concluded, “I am not
confident that Mr. Hughes’ work was
done with accuracy in mind.”
She said his work was “unreliable
and certainly not at level with requisite substantial credible evidence that
the applicant is required to present
to meet its burden.”
“The applicant has not established
an accurate school-aged child number,” she said.
Ms. Dooley said she found that the
testimony of the board’s planner, Ray
Liotta, was “compelling, sound and,
in my opinion, reliable.”
The township has immunity from
any builder’s remedy lawsuits until
the end of June 2019, as Cranford
currently is negotiating its affordable-housing plan. The township has
requested an extension past the Sunday, June 30 deadline, but has not
received a response from the court
(as of press deadline), Mayor Patrick
Giblin told The Westfield Leader.

See it on the Web!
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Westfield Bd. of Ed.
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Earlier in the regular meeting, the
board voted to nominate the late
Westfield High School Principal Dr.
Derrick Nelson for the Soldier’s
Medal. The Soldier’s Medal is
awarded to any person of the armed
forces, “who distinguished himself
or herself by heroism not involving
actual conflict with an enemy,” according to the resolution. It further
states, “The heroism must have involved a clearly recognizable personal hazard or danger and the voluntary risk of life.” The prestigious
medal will be decided upon by the
United States Secretary of Defense
and Secretary of the Army.
Mr. Galligan, who wrote the resolution, said the more people behind
this nomination, the better chance

of having Dr. Nelson’s heroism honored.
The board also honored intermediate-school and high-school teachers. Edison Intermediate Social
Studies teacher John Stacey and
Roosevelt Intermediate nurse and
health teacher Sharon Dougherty
received the Optimist Club of
Westfield Recognition Award.
Westfield High School staff recognition awards were presented to
English teacher Aimee BurgoyneBlack, English/Project ’79 teacher
Erin McKeon, special-education
teacher Lara Rinaldi and custodian
Mario Arana.
The next school board meeting will
take place on Tuesday, June 18, at
7:30 p.m., at Westfield High School.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

FAMILY FUN...These youngsters enjoy Saturday’s street fair at the South
Avenue parking lot of the Westfield Train Station.

COOLING OFF WITH A SNOW CONE...This youngster enjoys a snow cone at
Saturday’s street fair in the parking lot of the Westfield train station on South
Avenue.
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Scotch Plains Fire Dept. to Mark
150th Anniversary on Saturday
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — More than
30 fire departments from around New
Jersey are expected to take part in
Saturday afternoon’s festivities to
mark the 150th anniversary of the
Scotch Plains Fire Department, which
will include a parade and a community picnic.
Fire Chief John Lestarchick said at
1 p.m., bagpipe bands and a State
Police escort will kick off the parade,
which will start at Scotch PlainsFanwood High School, proceed down
Westfield Avenue past St.
Bartholomew’s Church and then cross
Park Avenue and head to the
department’s headquarters before a

community picnic until 6 p.m. in the
municipal parking lot. There will be
beverages, food, and live music. Mugs
will be sold for beer and there will be
t-shirts for sale. Besides current fire
apparatus from around the state, a
number of antique fire trucks are also
expected to participate in the parade.
Founded on February 1, 1869 as
the Excelsior Hook and Ladder Co.,
the department’s first headquarters
were on Bartle Avenue where the
rescue squad building now stands.
George Nicholl served as the
department’s first chief. In 1884, the
Fanwood Bucket and Engine Co. 1
was organized and also located on
Bartle Avenue. A third company also
existed called the Good Will Fire

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SHOP FANWOOD, LADIES...Gift bags were given to those ladies who turned
out for Thursday’s eighth annual Ladies Night Out on the plaza in downtown
Fanwood, sponsored by the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
(GWACC).

Board Rejects Addition
To Grand Street House
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment last week rejected an application to construct an
addition to an existing two-family
house on Grand Street, with members
expressing concerns about the size of
the proposed home and how it would
fit into the neighborhood.
The board in May had asked Morks
Soorial to submit more complete and
detailed information about his proposal to build an addition to a 120year-old two-family house he owns at
1970 Grand Street. The expansion
would result in a house 4,900 square
feet in size and double the amount of
lot coverage as well.
At the board’s June 6 meeting, Mr.
Soorial and his architect, Robert
Wanthouse, presented additional
plans and a new property survey, but
board members remained skeptical
about the application, with ViceChairman Rich Duthie asking how
many two-family dwellings were in
the neighborhood. Two neighbors
spoke to the board and also expressed
concerns about how the house will fit
into a neighborhood of generally

Department of Scotch Plains.
In 1920, the three departments were
taken over by the township, combined and relocated to the former
municipal building on Park Avenue
that stood where the municipal parking lot is now located. The fire department was eventually moved to its
Senger Place headquarters behind the
present municipal building. And in
1959, a second fire station was created and located on the south side of
town at the corner of Martine Avenue
and Raritan Road.
“We are looking forward to celebrating this milestone occasion with
the residents that we protect every
day,” said Mr. Lestarchick, who has
headed the department since mid2017 and has served the department
for 34 years. “It is great to have the
opportunity to invite our community
to share in the celebration of a century-and-a-half of service.” Recently,
elementary school students were presented with customized fire helmets.
The fire department is part of a
mutual aid agreement with all other
Union County towns in which emergency responders lend assistance to
neighboring towns that may be short
of manpower or equipment due to
emergencies in their own jurisdictions. The north side firehouse is officially designated as Station 161 and
the south side facility is Station 162.
Fire department stations and apparatus are numbered according to the
identification plan developed by the
county’s mutual aid system.
The Scotch Plains Fire Department,
staffed by 35 volunteers, responds to
more than 900 emergency calls annually, supported by four fire engines,
one ladder truck, one rescue truck
and several specialized support vehicles.
Those planning to attend the parade and the afternoon festivities are
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

modest-size houses, with one resident saying he didn’t want an expanded house “impeding my quality
of life.” Joan Kaiser, who lives across
the street from the house, said a larger
home would “overshadow all the other
houses” on the block and said it would
“impact the spirit of our little community.”
Zoning Board Chairman Ken
Anderson called the proposal an “extraordinarily large addition,” adding
that he couldn’t recall in his 20 years
on the board approving an application that doubled the footprint. Mr.
Duthie cautioned the board to “remain as cautious as we have been in
the past” when it comes to two-family
houses, pointing out that they “have
been an anomaly in town.” He also
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Correction
In a report dated May 30, The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times should have
reported that Riker, Danzig, Scherer,
Hyland represented Commissioner
Jean-Albert Maisonneuve, and the
Township of Cranford, in a lawsuit
filed by Benedict Caiola. The suit was
dismissed.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

LADIES NIGHT...Hundreds gather on the plaza in downtown Fanwood last Thursday evening for the eighth annual Ladies
Night Out event featuring shopping, food and conversation. The event is sponsored by the Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (GWACC).

Scotch Plains Planning Board OKs
East 2nd Street Apartments
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning board on Monday night gave
its unanimous approval to an East
Second Street business and property owner to convert his building’s
second floor into apartments.
Jay Taback, who owns EKB
Kitchen and Bath Remodelers as
well as the two-story building in
which it is located, will turn the
second floor —currently unoccupied open space — into three one-

Story Walk Proposed for
Brookside or Jerseyland
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Girl Scout
Isabela Allen presented her Gold
Award project to the recreation commission at Monday night’s meeting.
Upon approval from her Girl Scout
troop, Isabela said she plans to install a storywalk in either Jerseyland
Park Community Center or
Brookside Park. A storywalk is a
picture book or short story book
(split into 16 separate locations)
along a walking trail which will be
displayed on pedestal-type structures, she said.
Walkers can read the story
throughout their walk, Isabela said.
The selected stories will be at a preschool to upper-elementary-school
reading level. The stories engage
two important aspects to childhood
development, both intellectual development and healthy lifestyle
practices.
Isabela stated that the project connects two important public resources
within the community – the public

library and the Scotch Plains parks.
“After hearing what’s going on
with literacy rates throughout the
country, I figured it would be cool
to do something which encourages
people to read more and exercise
more,” she told commission members.
The storywalk is an activity where
parents have bonding time with their
children through exercise, Isabela
stated.
Recreation Director DJ Salvante
said Isabela will work closely with
the Scotch Plains Public Library to
choose which books will be best
fitted for the story walk. The books
will be changed on a somewhat regular basis to add variety to the experience, Isabela added.
Mr. Salvante said the project will
provide an enhancement to the
Scotch Plains park system which
can remain for years to come.
Although Isabela’s idea has never
been implemented at any Scotch
Plains parks, the concept has grown

be assigned designated parking
spaces, although the board at the
end of the hearing decided otherwise, with Township Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta saying, “Let
the owner manage his own spaces.”
Prior to the hearing, Mayor
Alexander Smith briefly updated the
board about the downtown redevelopment efforts, saying that a subcommittee of the downtown redevelopment committee will meet
separately in the next week with the
two developers who have submitted proposals for the first phase of
redevelopment that will focus on
the four municipal-owned properties in the central business district.
A third meeting was to be held earlier this week with representatives
from the Lidl supermarket chain
that has focused on the Snuffy’s
Pantagis property as a possible site.
The full redevelopment committee will then be briefed on the downtown proposals put forth by Advance Realty Investors, a
Bedminster-based developer that
has been involved in similar-type
redevelopment projects in Harrison
and Bridgewater, and A. Gonsosa
Development from Springfield before plans are unveiled to the public
after the summer.

bedroom apartments. He told the
board that the new apartments will
have central air and heat as well as
washers and dryers and dishwashers. The ground floor will remain a
showroom for his business.
Much of the discussion during
the 90-minute hearing centered on
parking matters, both for prospective tenants as well as Mr. Taback’s
employees and delivery trucks.
Along the right side of the property
is a grassy strip belonging to the
adjoining property while the other
side of the property abuts the parking lot serving a gymnasium. The
planning board’s engineer said the
parking lot’s current orientation
makes it difficult for cars to safely
back out of their parking spaces
and, in some instances, leads to cars
fully backing out of the lot onto
East Second Street.
One of the variances sought was
approval for 13 parking spaces versus the required 19. Architect
George Simcox told the board that
fewer spaces were feasible due to
East Second Street being a commuter bus route —which would benefit tenants without a car — and the
availability of on-street parking.
Several board members said that
the three incoming tenants should

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Online Bonus at goleader.com
Index

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FAMILY FUN..These youngsters enjoy Saturday’s street fair at the South
Avenue parking lot of the Westfield Train Station.

—Sports—
Track Meet of Champions photos
Westfield Majors All-Star Game story
and photos
Westfield Rangers vs Athletics Game
2 Majors Championship photos
Westfield Athletics vs Rangers Game
3 Majors Championship photos
—Letters—
Mark LoGrippo’s Passion, Drive
by Kitty Lender, Brooklyn, NY
An Unacceptable Shoulder Shrug In
The Face Of A Serious Assault
by Mervyn Turner, Scotch Plains
“Move On” Because One Doesn’t Like
Mueller Probe
by Rodney Ross, Westfield
Westfield Ice Hockey Rink Renew

Proposal Lacks Documentation
by Stephen Barcan, Garwood
Re The Ice Rink; Sadly, The “Me Generation” Has Lost Its Sense Of Social
Responsibility
by Susan Dodge, Garwood
—Community News—
Summit Volunteer First Aid Squad
—Education—
The Student View
by Amanda Pyle
SPF High School Alumni Announces
Scholarship Awards
Prom 2019
Alex’s Lemonade Stand, Cranford
Schools
—Photos—
Cranford Fire Dept. Recognitions

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CELEBRATE CRANFORD...Kids Zone activities were popular during Sunday’s
Celebrate Cranford event. Children had fun jumping over or dodging the arm in
the Meltdown, playing carnival games and cornhole, and enjoying the bouncy
houses, as this little one did in the Sesame Street-themed bounce house.
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Westﬁeld West
(Across from Lord & Taylor)
600 North Avenue West
Westﬁeld, NJ 07090
908.233.0065
ColdwellBankerHomes.com
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Steele
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Sullivan

Jill
Skibinsky
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Berg

Cathy
Splinter

Julie
Murphy

Patty
Spinner

Pat
Plante

Janice
Good-Piga

Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing
Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Ileen
Cuccaro

Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 8

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, June 13, 2019

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Union Catholic High School
Congratulates the Class of 2019
on obtaining a remarkable $30,036,747 in college scholarships.
1600 Martine Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-889-1600,Ext. 302 • www.unioncatholic.org

Cranford Bd. Says ‘No’ To
Rezoning of 750 Walnut
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Famwood Times

LEADER IN ITALY...During Spring Break, close to 75 eighth-grade students
from Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools in Westfield traveled to Switzerland and Italy with teachers Marc Lazarow, Tamara Zuckerman and Kim
Schumacher. Here they are pictured in Bolonga, Italy, with The Westfield Leader.

Westfield Area Y Seeks to
Use Back Yards for Parking
By JILL BURKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area Y appeared before the town’s
board of adjustment Monday night
seeking approval to use three residential houses’ backyards as employee parking. The proposal, if
approved, would create 15 to 20
new parking spaces.
Mark Elsasser, chief executive officer of the Westfield Area Y, spoke
on behalf of the organization. The Y
has existed at its current Clark Street
location since 1923 and owns all
three houses cited in the application. Three staff members live with
their families on the second floor of
each house, while the lower levels
are used as storage for Y equipment.
The Westfield Area Y employs
about 430 staff members across all
their facilities, most of whom are
part-time, and 15 to 30 of whom are
working at the Clark Street location
at any given time. There also is a
night shift of six to eight workers,
meaning that the Y is staffed at all
times. The Y proposed to use the
new parking areas for full-time and
overnight employees, to prevent a
heavy flow of movement in and out
of the residential area as part-time
employees’ shorter shifts begin and
end.
Representatives of the Y explained that rather than seeking approval to demolish the three houses
and create one large parking lot,
they are trying to be good neighbors
and preserve the integrity of the
residential character of the neighborhood.
The Y currently leases several
parking spots from Bank of America,
but the bank is unwilling to sell
despite attempts by the Y to purchase space. The Y also is in “constant discussion” with Lord & Taylor, which has offered for the Y to
use a corner lot for employee parking, but that option is “limited and
temporary,” Mr. Elsasser said.
Residents of the Ferris Place
neighborhood present at Monday’s
meeting expressed their concerns
regarding noise, light and security
issues. These concerns are exacerbated by additional congestion from
the nearby intermediate school and
church, and from commuters parking on the street..
The Y reasons that if it can get 20
cars out of the main parking lot and
into the proposed new employee
parking lot, that would get 20 cars
off the street, improving the experience for both Y members and neighborhood residents. Neighbors argue that getting 20 cars off the street
would simply allow 20 new cars to
park in their residential area. Rather
than alleviating the street parking
situation, they worry there would
be no change, except they would
then be living across from a parking
lot.

“I think that you’ve done about as
good a job as you can to design a
parking lot to fit in a residential
area. But it’s still a parking lot in a
residential area,” board member
Rob Bennachio said.
The Y also sought approval to
replace three sheds currently outside the building with one large shed.
The exterior of the proposed shed
would be in keeping with the design
of the rest of the neighborhood.
The discussion of the Y’s proposal lasted three hours, and ultimately, representatives of the Y requested for their application to be
carried at least a month to allow
them time to make revisions to their
plan that better reflect the concerns
of the board and neighborhood residents.
After the Y’s proposal, Kelly
Grillon of 4 Stanley Oval and her
architect, Bob Algarin, presented
their application to maintain an existing one-car garage where the town
ordinance requires a minimum twocar garage. Their application for a
variance was approved.
Pedro Pizha of 612 Ripley Place
and his architect, Jeffrey Lewis, presented their application to build a
two-story addition on Mr. Pizha’s
two-story, two-family home, where
the ordinance requires a minimum
front-yard setback of 25 feet and a
maximum building coverage of 20
percent. The board decided the proposed addition would add too much
square footage for the size of the
lot, and offered to carry the proposal to next month’s meeting to
allow Mr. Pizha and Mr. Lewis time
to make revisions.
The last case heard by the board
was an appeal by Ken Wu of 1128
Central Avenue to build a 14- to 18foot-wide circular driveway on a
70-foot-wide lot, where the town
ordinance allows a maximum width
of 10 feet for circular driveways,
and a minimum lot width of 80 feet.
The board approved the circular
driveway to allow a safer exit for
cars leaving the driveway and turning onto busy Central Avenue, but
the circular part of the driveway
must be a maximum 10 feet in width
with the straight section that leads
to the garage being 18 feet.
The next board meeting will take
place on Monday, July 8, at 7:30
p.m., in the Westfield Municipal
Building.

SPFD

CRANFORD – The planning board
had a heart, and said no to 750 Walnut.
The board unanimously denied, by a
10-to-0 vote Wednesday night, Hartz
Mountain Industries’ application to
rezone 750 Walnut Avenue from a C3 zone to a multi-family residential
zone. The board’s vote is considered a
recommendation to the township committee, which will make the final decision whether to rezone the property.
Before the township committee can
vote, the planning board at one of the
board’s upcoming scheduled meetings
will have to pass a resolution of its
decision, which then moves to the
township committee.
The board had multiple votes on
multiple questions it had to consider,
and deliberated and made statements
for its reasoning to not recommend
the rezoning of the property. The first
was to consider if the property as it is
zoned has fallen into inutility, which
means “uselessness or no practical
use,” Board Chairwoman Kathleen
Murray said.
The board cited the testimony by
the applicant did not provide a burden of proof that the property has
fallen into inutility where it can no
longer be leased or sold for the uses in
the C-3 zone, and that the rezone
would not further the purpose of the
land-use law and goals of the
township’s master plan.
Board member Chris Chapman,
who began stating his reasons for
voting against the application, had
said the board’s real-estate expert had
“sufficient reliable evidence” that supported that the property is not in inutility or would be in inutility if not
rezoned. He also cited citizen objectors’ comments on the application.
Board member Peter Taylor said that
Hartz experts “lack credibility” and
that their real-estate expert used a
“passive approach” in marketing and
leasing space.
“Most of the hardships Hartz has
identified...are self-imposed,” Mr.
Chapman said.
The board maintained that the
applicant’s real-estate expert testimony
was not consistent with the board’s
expert. The board cited rates per square
feet that were too high; poor marketing of the property; that Hartz had no
investment in the property since 1988
other than retrofitting a building for
one tenant, Bank of America, which
vacated in recent years; that the applicant neglected to actively pursue tenants of similar types of businesses
such as Summit Medical Group, which
had been in negotiation, but fell
through, to lease part of the property;
that Hartz Mountain’s refusal to rent
smaller square footage of property has
created a self-inflicted burden, and the
application with the planning board to
rezone the 30.5 acres of property has
resulted in a lack of interest from lessors.
Also, the board found the testimony
by the applicant’s engineer regarding
lack of access to the New Jersey Turnpike and Route 1 as not reliable because the current industrial trucking
company there presently has large
trucks coming and going, and that
modern industrial facilities use smaller
trucks for deliveries and those smaller
trucks can transport on the Garden
State Parkway, which is easily accessible from the property.
Ann Dooley, planning board member and deputy mayor of the township
committee, said of the applicant’s en-

gineer, Jeffrey Martell, “He admitted he did not review any plans of
the buildings on site... His testimony is not actually reliable, or
substantiable or sufficiently credible to us.”
Plus, since the property currently
has a trucking company operating
there and has been for decades, and
the fact that PSE&G has approached
Hartz to buy part of the property for
a substation, which is a permitted
use in the current zone, the board
agreed there is further proof the
property is not in inutility.
Mr. Taylor said that the applicant’s
real estate expert, Charles Reese,
during his testimony “was holding
back information from the planning
board” about negotiations between
Hartz and PSE&G, and negotiations
to buy property there “would negate the application at hand,” Mr.
Taylor said.
Also, if PSE&G was to buy part
of the property it could mean that
the density of the proposed apartments could be reduced, thereby
effectively changing the tax revenue that Hartz Mountain testified
about…and “may not provide a benefit to the township which Hartz
was trying to sell,” Mr. Taylor said.
The board concurred the rezoning of the property would not further the municipal land-use law and
master-plan goals. The board said
that residential density is to be developed near to mass transit, which
this property is not; that the proposed concept for the 905 apartments with swimming pools and
clubhouses is exclusive and not
inclusionary to the rest of the community; that the 905 proposed apartments being located across from a
historic district is in opposition to
the master plan, and is not compatible with the surrounding area, and
that the density would not help in
the shortfall of open space.
Regarding testimony from the
applicant’s expert and the board’s
and board of education’s experts
about the fiscal impact statement
that explains how the proposed multifamily use would benefit the township, the board sided with its own
and the board of education experts.
Ms. Dooley laid out a number of
inequities from the applicant’s planning expert, Keenan Hughes, testimony. Some of the inequities she
cited were his inability to answer
questions about his calculations, his
change in methodologies, and projections of school-aged children.
Ms. Dooley concluded, “I am not
confident that Mr. Hughes’ work
was done with accuracy in mind.”
She said his work was “unreliable and certainly not at level with
requisite substantial credible evidence that the applicant is required
to present to meet its burden.”
“The applicant has not established
an accurate school-aged child number,” she said.
Ms. Dooley said she found that
the testimony of the board’s planner, Ray Liotta, was “compelling,
sound and, in my opinion, reliable.”
The township has immunity from
any builder’s remedy lawsuits until the
end of June 2019, as Cranford currently is negotiating its affordablehousing plan. The township has requested an extension past the Sunday,
June 30 deadline, but has not received
a response from the court (as of press
deadline), Mayor Patrick Giblin told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

being urged to plan ahead because
parking will be at a premium in the
downtown area. Parking will be prohibited along the parade route and in
the parking lot next to the municipal
building. The Farmers Market on
Saturday will take place on Grand
Street adjacent to the Scotch Plains
Baptist Church.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

LOOKING FOR BARGAINS...Shoppers check out the various venders at
Saturday’s street fair in the parking lot of the Westfield train station on South
Avenue.

Recreation Commission
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

in popularity amongst municipalities, stated Mr. Salvante. Red Bank
introduced the exact concept proposed by Isabela in Scotch Plains
and the feedback from residents was
very positive. Mr. Salvante said he
has spoken with other recreation directors regarding the proposal.
The Gold Award is the highest honor
a Girl Scout can receive. Each Gold
Award project is comprehensive, requiring the Girl Scout to devote a
minimum of 80 hours to the project,
stated Mr. Salvante.
“I am responsible for putting this
together and figuring everything out,”
Isabela said.
Mr. Salvante said the project requires little financial resources or
manpower from the recreation department with numerous upsides.
“We need to publicize Ms. Allen’s
efforts and the Eagle Scout projects.
We want to encourage more projects
like these,” Commissioner Colleen
Gialanella said.
Commissioner Gialanella stated
the Girl Scout and Boy Scout projects
enhance Scotch Plains’ parks a “little

bit at a time” on a voluntary basis,
often unexpectedly and to resident
delight.
Mr. Salvante said Isabela’s recreation commission approval
launches the infancy steps to the
project. Her neighborhood park is
Brookside, but she will tour
Jerseyland before deciding which
park she plans to choose for her
project.
Commissioner Alfonse Akins
said Brookside Park is a good location because children frequent
the park during the “camp (summer) months.”
A lifelong Scotch Plains resident, Isabela has been a Girl Scout
since the first grade. She is a sophomore at Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains.
In other business, the Greenside
Park bathroom renovations are “99
percent completed,” stated Mr.
Salvante. The bathrooms should
be open for public use within a
week or so.
He said Brookside Park’s new
playground installation is underway.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

IT’S A NO VOTE...Cranford Planning Board member Peter Taylor, center,
discusses the Hartz Mountain application at the June 5, board meeting. The
board rejected a change in zoning for 750 Walnut Avenue in a 10-to-0 vote.

BOE Moves Forward With
Referendum for Full-Day K
By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield voters
will get a chance to make their opinions known on full-day kindergarten
at a special March 2020 bond referendum election.
At a public workshop session during Tuesday night’s meeting, the
Westfield Board of Education (BOE)
voted 6 to 3 to move forward with a
referendum for bonds needed to construct additions to some of the local
schools. Gretchan Ohlig, Tara Oporto
and Michael Bielen voted no. Board
member Brendan Galligan stated that
he “does not feel as if we (the district)
really need full-day kindergarten, but
the public keeps asking for it, so let’s
put the question to the voters.”
Thirteen hundred respondents answered a survey by the board. Board
member Robert Garrison relayed that
the overall response was positive;
70.5 percent of respondents either
fully supported or most likely supported full-day kindergarten, while
21.9 percent said they did not, and 7.3
percent said they were uncertain.
According to Business Administrator Dana Sullivan, an enrollment
study shows the number of incoming
first graders for the 2019-2020 school
year is 455. The actual enrollment of
half-day kindergarten students is 221.
Therefore, the projected increase of
students for a full-day kindergarten
program is 232 more students.
Twenty-three classrooms will be
needed to house a full-day kindergarten of this size. Currently, the schools
have nine classrooms available and
need 14 additional rooms. This is
based on a class size of roughly 20
students.
According to Ms. Sullivan, to provide these rooms, expansions will
need to be added to some of the local
schools. Washington Elementary,
Jefferson Elementary and Wilson Elementary Schools have been determined suitable for expansion. The
estimated cost combined for all three
schools is $13 million to $14.3 million. Franklin, McKinley and Lincoln Elementary Schools were
deemed not suitable due to lack of
land. Tamaques Elementary School’s
land grade would require additional
building costs to construct on the
slope, around $12.7 million just for
this school, and is therefore considered unsuitable, she said.
Other ideas for expansion, such as
the BOE offices and private building
acquisitions, were deemed not appropriate due to the updating, refitting and rehabilitation costs to meet
current school building codes. Also
researched, but considered unsuitable
as long-term solutions, were trailers
and refurbished shipping containers.
Ms. Sullivan said if the bond referendum passes in March 2020, the
public will have a separate vote in
November of 2021 to increase the
overall operating budget that will rise

above the state cap, due to the additional staff needed to run the full-day
kindergarten program. If both of those
pass, full-day kindergarten would be
available in September 2022. Currently, 10 percent of New Jersey
schools do not have full-day kindergarten.
Earlier in the regular meeting, the
board voted to nominate the late
Westfield High School Principal Dr.
Derrick Nelson for the Soldier’s
Medal. The Soldier’s Medal is
awarded to any person of the armed
forces, “who distinguished himself or
herself by heroism not involving actual conflict with an enemy,” according to the resolution. It further states,
“The heroism must have involved a
clearly recognizable personal hazard
or danger and the voluntary risk of
life.” The prestigious medal will be
decided upon by the United States
Secretary of Defense and Secretary
of the Army.
Mr. Galligan, who wrote the resolution, said the more people behind
this nomination, the better chance of
having Dr. Nelson’s heroism honored.
The board also honored intermediate-school and high-school teachers.
Edison Intermediate Social Studies
teacher John Stacey and Roosevelt
Intermediate nurse and health teacher
Sharon Dougherty received the Optimist Club of Westfield Recognition
Award. Westfield High School staff
recognition awards were presented to
English teacher Aimee BurgoyneBlack, English/Project ’79 teacher
Erin McKeon, special-education
teacher Lara Rinaldi and custodian
Mario Arana.
The next school board meeting will
take place on Tuesday, June 18, at
7:30 p.m., at Westfield High School.

Zoning Bd.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

expressed concerns that a future owner
of the house could change the nature
of the property into some type of
business in a residential neighborhood. Kendra Duran also said that
“the scope of the project is too large.”
In other business, the board approved five applications to install
fences, including a six-foot vinyl fence
along Sunset Place at the American
Legion building on park Avenue, a
six-foot fence in the front yard at 307
Roberts lane, a six-foot fence at 1761
Cooper Road, a five-foot fence in the
front yard at 1670 Cooper Road and
a six-foot fence in the front yard at
303 Montague Avenue. Prior to the
board’s hearings, there was some discussion about working with the township council on a revised fence ordinance in an effort to cut down on the
amount of fence-related applications
the zoning board considers.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COOLING OFF WITH A SNOW CONE...This youngster enjoys a snow cone at
Saturday’s street fair in the parking lot of the Westfield train station on South
Avenue.
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DWC Discusses New
Businesses, Upcoming Events

Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
Monthly Corner

Summer at GWACC
The fun and business doesn’t stop
at the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce during the summer. Networking and professional
get togethers with plenty of opportunities to build professional as well
as personal relationships continue.
And of course, the Two River Community Bank sponsored bigger than
ever Westfield Farmers Market every Saturday from 8:30 a.. to 1:30
p.m., at the North Avenue train station.
June 18: Young Professional Alliance Networking Event, 6 p.m. to
8 p.m.
This is a free event open to all
young professionals between the ages
of 21 and 39. There is no need to be a
GWACC member. All are welcomed.
Meet and greet other young professionals. Network over snacks and cash
bar at the 16 Prospect Wine Bar &
Bistro in Westfield.
Tuesday, June 25: Home-Based
Business Meet And Greet, 7 p.m. to
8 p.m.
Join us at the GWACC office, 212
Lenox Avenue, Westfield, to continue
the networking momentum among
local Home-Based Businesses
(HBB). The event is free to members
and non members. If you have a
Home-Based Business, you don’t
want to miss this opportunity and
please invite anyone you know that
also has a local HBB.
Wednesday, June 26: After Hours
Networking Meeting, 6:30 p.m. to

8 p.m.
Enjoy wine and cheese at Sokratis
Dragonas Chiropractor at 134 South
Euclid Avenue in Westfield. Prospective members are welcome. Online
registration is open until 1:30 p.m. on
June 25 at www.GWACCnj.com.
Sunday, June 30: Summer
FanJam, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
A celebration of summer fun, food
trucks, live music, kid’s zone, wine
and beer cafe and a huge classic car
show at LaGrande Park at the intersection of Marian and LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood.
Wednesday, July 10: Breakfast
Networking 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
Network at Canon Solutions at 11
Commerce Drive in Cranford. Free
for members. The cost for prospective
members is $10 if you RSVP online at
GWACCnj.com by 1:30 p.m. on July
9. There is an additional cost at the
door. There will be a demonstration of
the Canon business products.
Wednesday, July 25: Networking Happy Hour with American
United Mortgage, 6 p.m. to 7:30
p.m.
Come for wine and cheese and networking with American United Mortgage at Haven Avenue Executive
Suites in Scotch Plains. Online registration is open until 1:30 p.m. on July
24. The cost is GWACC members
$10 nonmembers $15.
For more information and to register for all events, go to
www.gwaccnj.com.

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PASTA FUNDRAISER…At the Union County Republican Committee’s fundraiser
on June 3, Mountainside Borough Councilman Rene Dierkes, left, chats with
Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli. The evening, held at Scotch Plains’ Stage
House Inn, featured a pasta meal and speakers Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield), Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit) and Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield).

Police Seize 15 Pounds of
Pot at Cranford Home
CRANFORD — Police seized over
15 pounds of marijuana from Cranford
Home last Thursday as a result of a
motor-vehicle stop.
According to police, Patrolman Matthew Siessel conducted a motor-vehicle
stop at the intersection of Bloomingdale
Avenue and Elizabeth Avenue at approximately 12:20 p.m. for a view obstruction. Following an investigation on
scene, Patrolman Siessel arrested the
driver, Dominque Williams, 25, of Bermuda, for suspected marijuana found
inside the vehicle.
Williams, who was renting a
Cranford home on Bloomingdale
Avenue, was processed and provided
with a municipal court appearance
date.
A follow-up investigation by De-

tective Robert Jordan of the Cranford
Police Detective Bureau led back to
the Bloomingdale Avenue home
where detectives eventually seized
over 15 pounds of packaged marijuana and cash, according to police.
In connection with this seizure, Det.
Jordan arrested a second renter at the
address, Cole Hill, 25, of Alabama, for
distribution of a controlled dangerous
substance, distribution of a controlled
dangerous substance in a school zone
and possession of marijuana.
Hill was processed at Cranford
Police Headquarters and was provided with an upcoming state Superior Court appearance date. The investigation remains ongoing as the
Cranford Police Department works
with other federal agencies.

State Confirms Measles
Case In Cranford

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FESTIVE EVENING…Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit) center,
is flanked by Mary O’Connor, a member of the Cranford Township Committee,
left, and Christine Lijoi, a committee member from Summit. The June 3 Republican fundraiser at the Stage House Inn in Scotch Plains was attended by Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield), Asw. Munoz and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield), who addressed the group that dined on a pasta dinner.
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CRANFORD — The New Jersey
Department of Health is warning residents about a confirmed case of
measles in a New York City resident
who potentially exposed individuals
in Cranford on May 30.
Anyone who visited the AristaCare
Health Services Corporate Office, 245
Birchwood Avenue, Cranford, on May
30 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. may have
been exposed to measles:
The department recommends that
anyone who visited the location
should contact a health provider immediately to discuss potential exposure and risk of developing the illness. If infected, symptoms could
develop as late as Thursday, June 20.
Residents are at risk if they have
not been vaccinated or have not had
measles. Anyone who suspects an
exposure is urged to call a health care
provider before going to a medical
office or emergency department.
Anyone who has not been vaccinated or has not had measles is at risk if
they are exposed. "Two doses of measles
vaccine are about 97 percent effective
in preventing measles,” said Dr. Christina Tan, state epidemiologist.
Measles symptoms include rash,
high fever, cough, runny nose and red,

watery eyes. It can cause serious complications such as pneumonia and encephalitis (swelling of the brain).
Measles infection in a pregnant woman
can lead to miscarriage, premature
birth or a low-birth-weight baby.
The World Health Organization
recommends anyone planning an international trip who is unsure of their
immune status get a dose of measles
vaccine before traveling. Before international travel, infants 6 through
11 months of age, should receive one
dose of MMR vaccine. Children one
year and older should receive two
doses of MMR vaccine, separated by
at least 28 days.
“We urge everyone to check to
make sure they and their family members are up-to-date on measles/
mumps/rubella (MMR) vaccine and
all other age-appropriate immunizations. Getting vaccinated not only
protects you, it protects others around
you who are too young to get the
vaccine or can’t receive it for medical reasons,” Dr. Tan added.
Teens and adults who do not have
evidence of immunity against
measles should get two doses of
MMR vaccine separated by at least
28 days.

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) met
Monday night where various summer
events and new businesses were
among the topics of conversation for
the board of directors.
Executive Director Sherry Cronin
brought the board up to date on new
businesses already operating, or soon
to be operating, including Design Hub
Home, a business based out of
Millburn that will be expanding into
Westfield at the corner of Elm and
Quimby Streets where the Rug Gallery was located. “I think it’s a better
fit,” Ms. Cronin said. “They’re excited to come into Westfield.”
A Psychic Boutique will be opening up downtown which, according to
Ms. Cronin, will be “more like the
model Success Express Inc. had; it’s
going to have readings and spiritual
things,” Ms. Cronin said. The Psychic Boutique will be located past
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe next to John
Roberts Custom shirts where Menina,
a clothing accessories store, once was
located. And McEwen Flowers is in
its new home. The store relocated
from 271 South Avenue to its new
location, 307 South Avenue West.
Ms. Cronin reported that the vacancy rate on the retail side is at 8.71
percent in Westfield and that, “there’s
a letter of intent for half of Victoria’s
Secret (which has closed) right now,
but it’s too soon to talk about it.”
In other commerce news, Councilwoman Dawn Mackey shared her
communication with Mayor Shelley
Brindle, who was not in attendance,
and reported conversations the mayor
had with different businesses operators in town.
“The mayor did want me to convey
she has been chatting with some of
the merchants and she wanted me to
report the manager at Jos. A. Bank is
reporting an uptick in foot traffic,”
Councilwoman Mackey said. Other
merchants would go on to echo the
increase in foot traffic and one manager went on to say, “she had the best
last few months,” according to the
councilwoman.
Erin Ben-Hayon, chair of the
DWC’s promotions committee, discussed the results of Get Fit on
Quimby, which occurred June 9. “We
had approximately 150 participants,

which was better than last year,” Ms.
Ben-Hayon said. She said many of
the businesses that came out were
therapy and wellness themed.
“It was a nice event and I think it
will start to get bigger and bigger as
we go,” Ms. Ben-Hayon said.
In other event news, Winter Wonderland will be returning this year on
Sunday, July 14, and, according to
Ms. Ben-Hayon, will be “similar to
last year,” with Santa making an appearance, and a cookie and T-shirtdecorating contest.
A Southside Summer Movie Night
also will be returning this year and
will be showing the original Jumanji
with Robin Williams on Saturday,
June 22. The event starts at 7 p.m.
with the film being shown at 8:30
p.m. The event will be held in the
lower parking lot of the southside
train station.
It also will be announced that the
Sweet Sounds Downtown music festival will return Tuesday nights beginning July 2 with Country on
Quimby. The festival will feature live
music every Tuesday night in July
and August from 7 to 9 p.m.
The board expressed its excitement
and believe the events have the potential of being a big hit and an opportunity to showcase local musicians.
The board said it wants to go beyond
social media and newsletter advertising with a banner in Foundation Park,
located across from the South Avenue
traffic circle, advertising live music
offerings downtown.
In the wake of a resolution passed
by the town council creating a public
arts trust fund, the DWC submitted a
grant proposal of $25,000 for a mural
attached to the transit traffic circle.
Pending acceptance of the grant, which
could be approved by the end of June,
and approval from NJ Transit, which
owns the structure, the mural could be
one of the first steps to beautify parts
of the town with public art.
Town Administrator James Gildea
said the goal of the public arts fund
would target municipal property,
parks and the downtown. He also said
the mayor is thinking about creating a
public arts commission, which would
determine where art should go and
how long it should be displayed.
The next DWC Board meeting is
set for Monday, September 16, at
7:30 p.m.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOP GATHERING…Former Garwood mayor Patricia Quattrocchi of Clark,
who is running for state Assembly in the 22nd Legislative District, sits with her
husband, John, as they speak with former Summit councilman Al Dill at last week’s
Union County Republican Committee Fundraiser in Scotch Plains.
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Union County Dem Results
Announced Locally
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REGION — A number of seats for
Union County Democratic Committee were competitive in last week’s
Primary Election. Final results by the
Union County Clerk’s Office last
week.
The results of the competitive races
in are area are as follows:
Cranford: Male committee member, District 1, Patrick Pipchick, 39,
Daniel Gomez Suarez, 38; District
25, Matthew Pillsbury, 8, Mark
Bagniewski, 8; District 27, John
Salerno, 29, Chris Chapman, 34; District 29, David Pringle, 64, Peter
Valenzano, 18;
Female Committee member, Dist.
7, Michelle Mross, 32, Nancy
Kaimowitz, 18; Dist. 25, Amy Sisk,
9, Jessica Harnden, 7; Dist, 27, Gloria
Kelsey, 34, Francesse Chapman, 32;
Fanwood: Male, Dist. 1, Bill Lee,
124, Michael Marcovecchio, 17; Dist.
2, Steven Falco, 104, Robert Brennan,
6; Dist. 3, Scott Sinclair, 152, Scott

Brelinsky, 10; Dist. 4, Matthew
Glennon, 152, Michael Campion, 4;
Dist. 5, John Celardo, 169, Mark
Brink, 18; Dist. 6, Salvatore Fazzino,
122, Alexander Mirabella, 34; Dist.
7, Tom Plante, 95, Jeffrey Biel, 96.
Female, Dist. 2, Patricia Walsh,
107, Barbara Brennan, 5; Dist. 3,
Amy Boroff, 153, Kerry Brelinsky,
11; Dist. 4, Adele Kenny, 150, Jennifer Ann Campion, 4; Dist. 5, Erin
McElroy Barker, 164, Anita
McNamara, 22; Disr. 6, Colleen Mahr,
129, Phyllis Mirabella, 29; Dist. 7,
Patricia Plante, 96, Vanessa Hobbs,
8.
Scotch Plains: Male member, Dist.
3, Brett Pugach, 28, Gerald Meola,
11; District 4, Sean Smith, 31, Frank
Dinizo, 21;
Westfield: Female member, Ward
1, Dist 4., Emily Root, 67, Maureen
Kehoe, 37; Ward 4, Dist. 4, Lisa
Quackenbush, 40, Lisa O’Dwyer,
29;
There were no competitive races for
UCDC in Garwood or Mountainside.

A CARING COMMUNITY...The Freeholder Board presented a resolution and
a check to Caring Contact Executive Director Janet Sarkos acknowledging the
efforts of the volunteer-staffed caring and crisis hotline and listening community
for those dealing with depression, anxiety, other sources of stress or suicidal
thoughts. Caring Contact received a donation of the $2,267 in proceeds raised by
the UC STEP (Union County Student Training & Enrichment Program) “Link Up
for Life” Suicide Awareness and Prevention Civic Engagement Campaign. UC
STEP was created to provide high school students the opportunity to develop a
countywide community service around a topic they feel is important, while
teaching them leadership, personal growth skills, and responsibility within their
communities.

Westfield Council Updates
Tree Preservation Ord.
protective barriers during construction in a tree preservation plan; changing certain procedures regarding the
processing of tree removal permits;
requiring a contribution to the tree
trust fund when any applicant seeks
to remove more than 75 percent of
trees on a site; requiring notice to
adjoining property owners of tree removals covered by the ordinance,
and increasing certain application
fees, fines, and penalties.
“I want to thank the members of our
Tree Preservation Commission for their
ongoing work to propose these important updates,” continued Mayor Brindle.
“While we focus on preserving trees,
we are also actively planting new ones,
375 of which have been completed by
the DPW so far this year.”
The full text of the ordinance can
be
found
at
bit.ly/
TreeOrdinance2019.

Lawmakers Unveil Bill to
Create Gateway Commission
Courtesy of Town of Westfield

Westfield Raises Flag
For LGBTQ Pride Month
WESTFIELD — The town raised the
Pride flag outside of the Municipal Building in a public ceremony on June 4 to
celebrate LGBTQ Pride Month. Mayor
Shelley Brindle was joined by members
of the town council and Westfield residents to mark the occasion.
“I remain committed to fostering a
community culture of inclusion and
acceptance, as evidenced by the
strides we’ve made with forming a
Seniors Council, Adaptive and
Inclusivity Council, and a Mental
Health Commission. Tonight, I’m
proud to send a loud message to the
LGBTQ community that you, too, are

welcome and accepted here,” Mayor
Brindle said at the ceremony.
Members of the Westfield High
School Gender and Sexuality Alliance and their literary arts magazine,
Folio, were in attendance to accept
Mayor Brindle’s proclamation to declare June 2019 LGBTQ Pride Month
in Westfield, and spoke to the community gathering about the significance of the occasion.
The mayor read the proclamation
a second time at the town council
meeting later in the evening, and
reiterated that the Pride flag would
fly for the entire month of June.

WPD to Host Academy
Aug. 5-9 for HS Students
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Police Department has announced that
it will host a Youth Police Academy
for high school students from Monday, August 5, through Friday, August 9, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily at
the municipal complex at 425 East
Broad Street.
The Youth Police Academy will
be open to Westfield residents who
are entering grades 9 to 12 for the
2019 – 2020 school year, and is
offered at no cost.
Youth Academy students will start
each day with a basic military drill
and physical fitness activities to be
led by a certified Westfield Police
Department Physical Fitness Instructor and current John H. Stamler Police Academy drill instructor.
Thereafter, students will head into
the classroom for specialized instruction on criminal, juvenile and motorvehicle law, as well as an introduction
to the court system, crime prevention
and criminal investigations. They will
also receive basic first aid instruction
and CPR certification. The curriculum will also include special guest
speakers and demonstrations from
various other law enforcement and
public safety agencies.
“We are very excited to bring back
the Youth Police Academy, which
provides us with yet another opportunity to engage with the community,” Westfield Police Chief Christopher Battiloro said. “This program
will give our young residents an opportunity to see the inner workings
of our police department and provide them with some insight into a
potential future career in law enforcement.”
In addition to an application, interested students will be required to
submit an essay stating why they
wish to be selected for the Youth
Police Academy, as well as provide
a reference letter from a non-family
member. Due to space constraints,

only a limited number of students
can be accepted.
The Youth Police Academy application can be accessed online at
www.westfieldnj.gov/police. The
deadline for the submission of all
applications is Friday, June 21.
For questions, contact Detective
Dennis DaSilva or School Resource
Officer Elizabeth Savnik via e-mail
at youthacademy@wpdnj.com.
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Suspect In Custody After
Officer-Involved Shooting

WESTFIELD — At their June 4
meeting, the Westfield Town Council
voted unanimously to adopt an updated version of the town’s tree preservation ordinance.
“The goal of this ordinance was to
be more proactive about protecting
our trees, particularly with regard to
the ongoing development in town,”
Mayor Shelley Brindle said. “These
more stringent requirements are being implemented with an eye toward
thoughtful preservation throughout
Westfield – including neighboring
property notification requirements,
increased fees for removal applications and penalty fines, and mandated
donations to the tree trust fund above
a certain removal threshold.”
The key updates include:
Adding circumstances under which
tree removal permits and tree preservation plans are required; requiring

PRIDE IN WESTFIELD...Westfield raised the Pride flag outside of the municipal
building in a public ceremony on June 4 to celebrate LGBTQ Pride Month. Mayor
Shelley Brindle, in front, was joined by town council members, from left to right,
Michael Dardia, Mark LoGrippo, Dawn Mackey and Linda Habgood, as well as
Union County Freeholder Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded.
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TRENTON — Senate Republican Minority Leader Tom Kean (R21st, Westfield), Senate Majority
Leader Loretta Weinberg (D-37th,
Teaneck), and Senate Transportation Committee Chair Patrick
Diegnan (D-18th, South Plainfield)
have introduced legislation to establish a Gateway Development
Commission. The panel would oversee planning, funding and construction of new rail tunnels and other
projects that will double transHudson rail capacity and provide
one-seat rides to Manhattan on all
NJ Transit lines.
The bipartisan bill, S-3918, is identical to legislation approved in committee
by the New York Assembly on June 7.
“We are in a race against time to
build new tunnels before the centuryold tunnels ravaged by Sandy are
forced to close for repairs, which
would cut NJ Transit trans-Hudson
rail capacity by 75 percent and cripple
our region’s economy,” Senator Kean
said. “But just as important is the
long-term increase in capacity that
new tunnels would create, which will
finally provide a one-seat ride to
Manhattan for all New Jersey rail
riders, including those on the Raritan
Valley Line.”
The bistate legislation would create a nine-member commission to
oversee the Gateway project, require
each state to pay 50 percent of the
combined New Jersey-New York
share of the project.
The proposed legislation establishes the Gateway Development
Commission as a partnership among
New Jersey, New York State and
Amtrak to oversee the planning, funding
and construction of the new Hudson
River rail tunnels, repair of the existing

tunnels, construction of a New York
Penn Station South for NJ Transit trains,
the construction of the Portal North and
Portal South rail bridges, replacement of
the Sawtooth rail bridge, the addition of
two more Northeast Corridor rail tracks
between Newark and Secaucus, and construction of the Bergen Loop to enable
one-seat rides on all NJ Transit trains to
Manhattan.

MOUNTAINSIDE — A Linden
man is in custody and facing multiple
criminal charges after a vehicular and
foot pursuit ended in an officer-involved shooting Friday afternoon,
acting Union County Prosecutor Jennifer Davenport announced Saturday
in a press release.
Lester Krek, 32, has been charged
with second-degree disarming a police officer, second-degree eluding
police, and third-degree resisting arrest.
At approximately 2:15 p.m. on Friday Krek was pulled over by Union
Police on U.S. Route 22 West for a
traffic violation, according to the preliminary investigation.
During the course of the stop, Krek
left the scene, prompting a brief vehicular pursuit. Minutes later, his vehicle was found damaged several
miles west down the highway in
Mountainside, according to the release.
When a Union Police sergeant lo-

cated Krek on the 1600 block of
Larkspur Drive in Mountainside, a
short distance away, a brief physical
altercation resulted in the sergeant
discharging his service weapon, striking Krek, according to the release.
Both the defendant and sergeant were
then transported to University Hospital in Newark for medical treatment of injuries not believed to be
life-threatening, according to the
release.
The Prosecutor’s Office’s Shooting Response Team is continuing to
investigate the circumstances behind
this police use of force, in accordance
with the applicable New Jersey Office of the Attorney General Directive 2006-05 (amended 2015).
The criminal charges against Krek
will be heard in Superior Court. Anyone with information about this incident is being urged to contact Sergeant Janet Lopez at (908) 347-8491
or Detective Katelyn Prata at (908)
447-6195.

Mountainside Woman
Killed Crossing Street
MOUNTAINSIDE — A 79-yearold Mountainside woman was killed
last Thursday night crossing an intersection in Mountainside.
According to the Mountainside
Police Department, the woman was
hit while crossing the roadway at the
intersection of Summit Road and
Wyoming Drive.
According to a police press release, the victim was struck by a 2015
Honda Civic operated by a 27-yearold female from Lebanon, NJ. The

operator of the vehicle was stopped
and remained on scene.
Mountainside Police Officers Ryan
Carr and Nicholas Hussey were the
initial responding officers and attempted to aid the victim who was
pronounced dead at the scene. Summit Road closed for four hours, while
police investigate the accident.
The Westfield Fire Department also
responded to the scene to assist.
Mountainside Police are continuing their investigation into the crash.

Kean Seeks to Expand
State’s Code Blue
WESTFIELD — Legislation to
expand Code Blue protections in New
Jersey to help local officials better
care for the homeless during winter
weather events has cleared the Senate
Law and Public Safety Committee.
Currently, a Code Blue is triggered
when temperatures drop to 32 degrees with precipitation, or 25 degrees with no precipitation. The bill,
S-3422, advanced by the committee,
would eliminate the 25-degree standard, so that a Code Blue would be
triggered as soon as the temperature
falls to 32 degrees.
S-3422 was introduced in January

by Senator Tom Kean Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) and Senator Robert Singer
(R-30th, Lakewood) in response to
concerns raised by local officials in
Ocean County, who expressed that the
current Code Blue standard has limited their ability to protect the homeless during dangerously cold weather.
The current Code Blue law also
requires county offices of emergency
management to coordinate with municipalities with a documented homeless population of at least 10 people
to develop to develop consistent
Code Blue alert plans throughout the
county.

Bramnick's New Book Receives
Great Reviews on Amazon
5 out of 5 stars
A sure fire guide to success in business and life
that's fun to read! The ancient Greeks had ‘The
Art of Living’ by Epictetus, the Romans had
‘Meditations’ by Marcus Aurelius and 20th
Century Americans had ‘How To Win Friends and
Influence People’ by Dale Carnegie to help them
navigate life and interpersonal relations. We now
have Mr. Bramnick’s wise and witty book to help
guide us. It’s a quick read and every axiom is
accompanied by a humorous drawing to drive the
point home. The book is at its strongest when it
explains how to make a business thrive and grow.
I have read many books on marketing and
business development. This book was the most
succinct and the best.

5 out of 5 stars
Jon Bramnick's Book is Full of Outstanding Advice!
I bought this book for twenty (20) teenagers and
all of their feedback has been overwhelming
positive. The book is funny - that is for certain but the most important part about the book is
that it is filled with exceptional advice!! It is filled
with such great tips that apply to both adults and
teens alike! Everyone needs to read this book!

We’ll Help Your Business
5 out of 5 stars

Amazing book best in the world! This book is beyond funny but a life lesson and rules to
live by. Anyone who underestimates the genius of the author will be correctly set straight.
Amazing masterpiece and rules of life! Thanks!

5 out of 5 stars
Such a funny, insightful read! From page one to the end, Bramnick captured so many of
life's moments and made me see the humor and truth in all! Fabulous read!

5 out of 5 stars
Jon Bramnick did it with this book! Love the book by the funniest lawyer in NJ! Lots of
great advice & kid friendly too.

5 out of 5 stars
A great read and a good laugh! Great read! Funny and uplifting.

Get Back On Track
Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager
908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES
www.goleader.com/form/bulletin

5 out of 5 stars
Simply Great! This book is an easy read. It offers suggestions as to how to interact with
others allowing them to be who they are. It causes you to think as to how best to relate
to others. It is OUTSTANDING!!!!

You can purchase Jon Bramnick's
new book on Amazon.com or at
The Town Book Store, Westfield, NJ
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Union County Dems Power Grab
Fails But Scars May Linger
Last week’s Primary elections, normally a pretty sleepy
affair around here, were instead enmeshed in an attempted
power grab and purge by the powers-that-be in the Union
County Democratic Party, led by State Senator Nicholas
Scutari. While those efforts failed, we still wonder what
the party has in store for other local towns.
The county bosses apparently decided to put on notice
those fellow Democrats who the Democratic machine
perceived as not being sufficiently loyal to the party and to
Mr. Scutari. And it appears the loyalty test was whether
they had supported Mr. Scutari last year in the election for
county chairman.
In that February 2018 election, Mr. Scutari challenged
Fanwood Mayor and acting county chair Colleen Mahr for
the party chairman’s post. In the balloting where each vote
was announced openly instead of being cast privately, as
Mrs. Mahr had wanted, Mr. Scutari won with 412 votes to
Mrs. Mahr’s 341.
After his selection, Mr. Scutari vowed to “be a leader
and a friend for every Democrat in Union County.” A year
later, it seemed he wanted to be a friend only to those
Democrats who had supported him last year.
So we saw last week’s Primary ballot filled with competing teams of candidates for membership on local party
committees — true inside-baseball stuff that most voters
probably pay little attention to in normal times — while
voters in Fanwood, Cranford, Plainfield and Clark, among
others, were inundated with campaign literature and rhetoric about candidates from Column A or Column B or
Column D.
These efforts were most visible and vocal in Fanwood,
where last year 13 of the 14 local Democratic committee
members backed Mayor Mahr in the race for party chairman, with county freeholder and borough resident Al
Mirabella supporting Mr. Scutari, a former freeholder
himself. Last week, Mr. Scutari and his allies fielded a
slate of candidates for the borough party committee to
challenge the slate allied with Mrs. Mahr. Mr. Mirabella
and his wife sought to replace the mayor and her running-

mate in their district, while the same occurred elsewhere
in Fanwood.
This attempted power grab ended up pitting neighbor
against neighbor and resulted in some fairly harsh backand-forths and nasty accusations on Facebook and elsewhere. It also unnecessarily dragged into the fight Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th, Trenton),
who the Scutari Democrats claimed had endorsed their
candidates — and stated so in a campaign brochure —
when she had, in reality, backed Mayor Mahr’s team. Mr.
Scutari called the Congresswoman a liar and Mrs. Watson
Coleman slapped back at him.
Last week, Fanwood Democrats handed victories to the
Mahr team in all seven districts, giving her complete
control of her party.
We saw the same type of Primary election tactics in
Cranford, which had also supported Mrs. Mahr’s candidacy for chairman last year, in Clark, in Plainfield, in
Linden and in Union. Unfortunately, over the years we’ve
seen similar moves by county Democrats to deny top
ballot spots to candidates who stray from the party line,
whether it was under the leadership of Charlotte DeFilippo,
Jerry Green or, now, Mr. Scutari.
What was the real purpose of these moves except to
install Scutari loyalists wherever possible and in as many
towns as possible? We have to wonder, even though last
week’s efforts failed greatly, is it a harbinger of what’s
being planned in other towns such as Scotch Plains, where
municipal elections are set for next year and where the
Democrats control the township council and where Freeholder Mirabella is township manager? And with Mayor
Mahr in control of her party and headed toward election to
a fifth term in November, how will those two towns
effectively work together on shared services and other
interlocal activities in the aftermath of last week’s political
food fight?
Westfield Democrats also backed Mrs. Mahr last year
against Mr. Scutari. What does the county Democratic
machine have in mind for them?

Congratulations to SP Fire Dept.
On 150th Anniversary of Service
Our area is celebrating multiple milestones during 2019, national as well as local, and among the
most distinguished of the latter certainly is the
Scotch Plains Fire Department’s sesquicentennial
this year.
This Saturday, June 15, the fire department will
host a celebration of its 150th anniversary of serving the community with an afternoon of familyfriendly activities to which the public is invited.
The festivities will kick off at 1 p.m. with a parade
in downtown Scotch Plains, followed by a party
featuring food, beverages and live music taking
place in the municipal lot adjacent to the Senger
Place fire station. Additional details can be found at
facebook.com/ScotchPlainsFireDepartment/.
The commemoration this weekend will be an
opportunity for neighbors to come together and to
pay tribute to the generations of fire department
volunteers — past and present — who have faithfully served and protected the township since the
mid 19th century.
The Scotch Plains Fire Department was inaugurated in 1869 as Excelsior Hook and Ladder Company No. 1, during an era when the township was still
a rural hamlet. From its earliest days of horse-drawn
wagons, through decades of innovations right up to
today’s state-of-the-art vehicles and equipment, this
volunteer unit has maintained an unwavering com-
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mitment to protecting lives and property within
Scotch Plains and beyond.
The department currently operates two fire stations, on Senger Place and Raritan Road, and has
Mutual Aid agreements with the fire departments of
Union County’s 20 other municipalities.
Like their fellow emergency responders within the
township’s police and rescue squad ranks, members
of the fire department answer fire, accident and other
calls 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, sometimes under
extreme weather or other conditions. The nature of
their job often puts them at great personal risk.
We congratulate the Scotch Plains Fire Department on its longevity and its record of distinguished
service over the past 150 years, and wish the department and all its members continued well-being as
they perform their duties on our behalf. Likewise we
encourage residents of Scotch Plains and neighboring towns to join us in thanking the department for
the invaluable role its volunteers play in maintaining
health and safety of all in the community.
Entities such as the Scotch Plains Fire Department
endure because of the dedicated personnel who give
of themselves to safeguard their neighbors and visitors to their communities. Anyone interested in
joining the fire department is encouraged to visit
scotchplainsnj.gov/departments/public-safety/fire
for more information.

Westfield Shuns Garwood
Re Ice Rink Impact
Mayor Brindle and Members of
the Town Council: On behalf of the
approximately 80 residents of The
Pointe at Garwood, I am reaching out
to you to express my concern for the
way the approval process is proceeding for the ice rink returning for a
second year.
Along with many neighbors, I attended last Monday’s Recreation
Commission meeting. I was distressed
by how the meeting was conducted as
well as the behavior of some of the
Commissioners and some of the youth
and adults who spoke in support of
the rink:
* It was not productive to spend 90
minutes rehashing what was debated
at May’s meeting. Rather, the open
session should have been limited to
the presentation of new information
or opinions from both sides of the
discussion. No one in attendance disagrees that an ice rink is a good idea;
the question at hand is whether or not
Gumbert is a suitable location. Any
new information simply got lost in
the quagmire.
* I had been told that after the May
meeting, several Commissioners were
overheard to have remarked they really didn’t care what Garwood neighbors thought and that our concerns
should be disregarded. I chose to
think that was not really the case;
however, it was clear last night that I
was wrong. I observed at a minimum
a disinterest from some Commissioners when any Garwood resident spoke
and, at worse, outright smirking from
at least one Commissioner. The disrespect was palpable and certainly
doesn’t reflect what you said last year
and stated on Westfield’s website
under “Frequently Asked Questions
about the Rink” – that the rink would
do all it could to be a good neighbor.
So now the Recreation Commission has recommended continuing at
Gumbert for another year. I am ask-
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ing each of you to consider the following before you vote:
1) Are there serious efforts underway to plan for a permanent ice rink
site? If so, who is spearheading this
and wouldn’t it make sense to share
that information? Vague references
to a “future” site as well as Ken
Anderson’s feeble attempts to justify
not relocating the rink to Memorial or
Tamaques do little to enlighten anyone about the tangible future path for
a permanent site. We are left to believe that Gumbert is the only feasible location and that the rink will
return again, and again, and again.
2) Why is no one demanding written reports in support of Mr.
Anderson’s claim that the sound study
showed the noise levels are acceptable? I made an OPRA request recently which confirmed that there are
no written reports about noise, traffic
or any other neighborhood impact
studies. How can anyone in an elected
position vote intelligently without this
information? To do so is rubber stamping a trial – and that is what it was
labeled early on – that has proven
damaging to an entire residential
neighborhood. There should be reports that are approved by town engineers or other impartial experts.
If the Town Council decides to
allow the rink to return to Gumbert,
please do so with qualifications that
will lessen the impact on our neighborhood, not make it worse. More
trailers, more lights, more banners
and worst of all – expanded hours and
a concession stand – will make living
in our neighborhood more unbearable for months. And please assure us
that this will be the last year we will
have to endure the rink.
Thank you in advance for your
thoughtful consideration.
Christine Spear
President, Board of Trustees
The Pointe at Garwood

Time for The Community to Select
Permanent Location For The Ice Rink
The Westfield Rink at Gumbert Park
proved to be a success in Year 1 and
should return to Gumbert until the
community decides if and where a
permanent spot should be for the rink.
The rink was used over 22,000 times
from November thru February with
more than half of the usage from
Westfield residents. Westfield High
School and Middle School hockey
programs were able to expand both
the number of players and their ice
time, specifically due to the Westfield
Rink.
The rink also allowed for 145 hours
of public skating, local grammar
school skates, curling events, adaptive skating sessions, extra youth clinics, an all-girls clinic led by Westfield’s
own women’s professional hockey
player Rebecca Morse, and additional
open hockey and family hockey time.
Year 1 was a success and we think
Year 2 can be even better!
Understandably, some neighbors of
the rink are upset with the side effects
of a successful ice rink in what has
been an underutilized park in the winter. The Gumbert Park location was
selected to prove out the seasonal
rink concept due to its low cost of

development relative to other potential spots in town. To date, the rink has
not cost taxpayers a dime when netting financial benefits to the town
against minor costs for crossing
guards and DPW work.
With the Parks and Recreation review in process, it’s an ideal time for
the community to select a permanent
location for a seasonal ice rink. Until
then, we need the Gumbert location
to continue this wonderful winter recreational facility. The Westfield
Hockey Club and its members are
ecstatic about the rink’s success and
are thankful to the Westfield Recreation Commission, Town Council, and
Mayor for giving this community recreational facility a shot. We are committed to working with the Town and
the rink management company to further improve the Gumbert site and
operations, including trying to ease
concerns as much as possible, and to
expeditiously plan for the longer-term
solution.
WHC urges the Town Council to
vote for the Westfield Rink at Gumbert
Park.

saries. (“…Russia, if you’re listening…”).
He has advocated violence and
given aid and comfort to violent rightwing extremists. He has abused the
pardon power; actively subverts the
Department of Justice and continues
to undermine our faith in the DOJ.
Trump constantly attacks the freedom of the press, one of the foremost
underpinnings of democracy; and he
has unconstitutionally imprisoned
children and made illegal payments
to influence the 2016 election. Forgive me if these offenses are not chronological; there are just so many.
Yes, because he won the election he
is eligible for impeachment, but I
want him impeached because he is a
draft-dodging compulsive liar who is
tearing apart the country that I love.
Pat Hoynes
Fanwood
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State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

SASIN
1. A slender dagger used in the Middle
Ages
2. The Indian antelope or black buck
3. Menacing; frightful
4. A type of Syrian scarf
VATIC
1. Characteristic of a prophet or seer
2. Vigorous; very active
3. Wreathed; coiled; curly
4. Artistically suited for show or display
SCATURIENT
1. Having a terrible sound; sounding
dreadfully
2. A tearing in pieces
3. Roily; muddy; filthy
4. Gushing forth
VERSUTE
1. Crafty
2. Eloquence; readiness of speech
3. Relating to pigs; swine
4. Hook-beaked

Policy on Political
Endorsements
The newspaper will publish political endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the newspaper at www.goleader.com. Submittals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.
Those who would like their political endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w. g o l e a d e r. c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.
We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the discretion of the editors.

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200500 words.

Chris Forno
Westfield Hockey Club (co-founder)

No, I Want To Impeach
The President Because He Is A ...
In her letter to the editor last week,
Patricia Quattrocchi stated as fact
that Democrats want to impeach
Trump because he won the election. I
often find that Republicans attribute
their own impulses to their opponents.
It would be ridiculous to impeach
someone for being elected. If that
were something Democrats were inclined to do, President G. W. Bush
would have faced impeachment after
the debacle of the 2000 election.
No, Ms. Quattrocchi, you are incorrect. I want to impeach the president because he is a destructive liar
who has obstructed justice; violated
the emoluments clauses of the U.S.
Constitution; and conspired to accept
things of value from a foreign adver-

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Spheniscan – A penguin
2. Burinist – An engraver
3. Chamal – The angora goat
4. Sphragistics – The science of engraved seals

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway and Linden.

LGBTQ Reveals The
Progress, Compassion
I was so excited to see the Rainbow
Flag flying in front of our town hall
proclaiming to the world that
Westfield celebrates Gay Pride month.
My son was a founder and past-president of the WHS Gay-Straight Alliance. This club and Dr. Petix’s initiative to provide safe spaces for LGBTQ
students revealed the progressiveness
and compassion of our town.
I will never forget a very moving
experience I had watching the 2002
homecoming parade making its way
down East Broad Street. Standing
next to me was a young woman who
burst into tears as the GSA float – a
car completely draped in rainbow
canvas – passed by. I asked her if she
was OK. She told me that she was a
gay woman who had withstood years
of bullying and taunting in her high
school (in a town only several miles
from Westfield). She said seeing the
GSA float gave her great hope for the
future.
Thank you Mayor Shelley Brindle
and the Westfield Town Council for
furthering tolerance and celebrating
diversity!
Lisa Quackenbush
Westfield

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org
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Cranford Planning Board Made
Right Call in Denying 750 Walnut
After reviewing a mound of information presented over multiple meetings held over the past year, the
Cranford Planning Board made the
right call last Wednesday by rejecting
an application by Hartz Mountain
Industries, LLC to rezone 750 Walnut Avenue from a commercial zone
to one allowing multiple housing
units. The recommendation by the
planning board now goes to the township committee for a final vote.
Over the course of the deliberations, the board has heard strong opposition to Hartz Mountain’s proposal to build 905 apartments on the
site, which is located across from the
Hyatt Hills golf course on the
Cranford/Clark border. In his report,
Cranford Board of Education demographer Ross Haber said the development, which would consist of five
buildings, would result in 353 more
children coming into the Cranford
Public Schools, which are already at
capacity now. Residents also formed
a group, “Cranford Residents Against
Overdevelopment,” to oppose the
development. Signs have popped up
around the community opposing the
750 Walnut plan.
As we have said, the Hartz Mountain proposal would be the largest
housing project in our area. Our roadways are quickly seeing significantly
more traffic these days with more to
come from the 297-unit South Avenue development under construc-

tion in Garwood to be followed by an
additional 73 town homes, and the
225-unit Birchwood Avenue development in Cranford.
But this is not just about more traffic. Overdevelopment impacts schoolclass size also. In addition, it puts
more pressure on police and fire departments and rescue squads, while
removing the local town feel for which
many residents moved into suburban
Union County.
While the Hartz Mountain application as is would need 750 Walnut to
be rezoned, we hope other towns are
watching. Local towns need to band
together to stop these massive developments that only make money for
developers, builders and attorneys at
the expense of local residents.
We hope the township committee
will heed the planning board’s recommendation by rejecting the Hartz
Mountain rezoning application.
Mayor Patrick Giblin and Deputy
Mayor Ann Dooley both sit on the
planning board and voted against the
application. The township committee
is made up of five members.
The next issue is whether Cranford
will be successful in getting its immunity to builder’s remedy lawsuits extended beyond the end of June 2019,
as the township currently is negotiating its affordable-housing plan.
Let this be the one time where you
can fight city hall — in this case the
courts — and win.

Council Urgued to Vote for The Rink,
Determine The Right Long-Term Spot
We write in response to the Garwood
Borough Council’s letter dated June 4,
2019 to Mayor Brindle and the
Westfield Town Council regarding the
Westfield Rink. As ardent supporters
of the rink, and who saw firsthand the
many recreational benefits that the rink
provided last winter, we commend the
Garwood Council for recognizing the
importance of recreation.
However, we’re struggling with how
to interpret the Garwood Council’s
stated concern for quality of life in the
Gumbert Park neighborhood in light of
its support and approval for the significant residential and business development in this area abutting Gumbert
Park and in other areas of Garwood.
The Westfield Rink’s location, in a
section of Gumbert Park, abuts a state
highway (Rt. 28), Garwood’s ShopRite
intersection and mixed retail developments. Over the years, Garwood supported and approved the addition of
the ShopRite store, The Lofts with 24
residential units and bustling retail businesses, and the Pointe with 44
townhouse units – which has all brought
increased population, traffic, congestion and noise to this neighborhood,
but has also benefited the local community with the addition of the fantastic retail businesses.
In addition, in August 2012, the
Garwood Council voted 5-1 to develop
the Garwood Sports and Recreation
Complex despite understanding that it
directly bordered a Cranford residential neighborhood (in addition to
Garwood residential neighborhoods),
increased traffic and noise to the area,
would be used significantly by nonresidents, included a concession stand,
changed the park from dawn to dusk to
having activity and lights on until 10
p.m., and increased taxes significantly.
That said, the Garwood Borough
Council approved what is a wonderful
recreational facility that is actively used
by its residents and people throughout
the county, including Westfield soccer
teams.
Most recently, the Garwood Borough Council has approved a development on South Avenue that will add a
massive residential and retail complex
near downtown Garwood, including
300 to 400 residential units, which will
increase Garwood’s population by over
13 percent and will add significant
traffic and congestion to an already
overpopulated area. Instead of using
this land for recreation or open park
space, it chose instead to pursue the
option that would generate tax revenue
for the town.
In all of these situations, the Garwood
Council analyzed the benefits versus
the drawbacks, including impact on
the neighbors, and determined to move
forward with development for what it
viewed as the greater good of the
Garwood community.

This is similar to the decision on the
Westfield Rink. While the Town of
Westfield reviews the active Parks and
Recreation survey and decides whether
and where to put a seasonal ice rink
each year, the Gumbert location is the
only location in town that doesn’t require significant development costs. It
has allowed the town to prove out the
concept with zero net financial impact
to its residents. As demonstrated this
past winter, the ice rink was a highly
successful recreational facility — actively used for public skating and youth
hockey with more than 22,000 uses,
including more than 11,000 by
Westfield residents.
As Garwood’s Council has done over
the years, weigh the pros and cons, but
vote for the good of the broader community. We urge the Westfield Council
to vote for the Westfield Rink, quickly
determine the right long-term spot for
the ice rink, and work with the management company to make further improvements in the near-term while in
the Gumbert location.
John McDevitt and Matt Dunn
Westfield

Can You Clear
Things Up?
After reading The Leader’s May
30 coverage of the last Cranford
Township Committee meeting, which
said the town had paid bills to attorney Cooper for a suit brought by
Benedict Caiola against Commissioner Maisoneuve, I went online to
find the case. The case that emerged
was by Lockey Maisonneuve against
Benedict Calola involving his assistance in publishing a book she wrote.
It made no sense to me that the
township would pay for legal services
in a private pursuit. I wrote the mayor,
deputy mayor and Commissioner
Maisonneuve and received a reply
from Commissioner Maisonneuve Mr.
Maisonneuve says The Leader article
was in error and the township has paid
no bills to attorney Cooper around
Loceky Maisonneuve’s private suit.
He says Mr. Caiola did sue the township and Commissioner Maisonneuve,
but those legal services were handled
by another attorney. The two legal
bills approved at the May 30 township
meeting clearly were from attorney
Cooper as presented at the meeting.
Something is still not right about the
original story or Mr. Maisonneuve’s
response to me. Please be alert to this
in your coverage of tonight’s (June
10) Cranford Township Committee
meeting and see if you can clear things
up.
Victor Bary
Cranford

Women Dems Of Union County Thank
Supporters For Primary Election Wins
After many, many years of service
to our County Democratic Committee, it was certainly an eye-opening
experience to find opposition within
our own party trying to silence our
voices.
Our victories would not be possible without the residents who turned
out in historic numbers to vote in a
primary election. Together, we successfully fought to keep our values
and our leaders local. The residents in
the communities we lead, can always
count on us to never back down from
a fight, and to always fight for them.”
Fanwood Mayor Collen Mahr
Roselle Mayor Christine Dansereau
Clark Dem Chair Nancy Sheridan

Thank You All for Making Cranford
Memorial Day Ceremony Success
This letter comes with sincere
thanks to all who participated in honoring the men and women who lost
their lives while defending our
country’s freedom. The Township of
Cranford has 86 residents who have
given their lives for our freedom, and
I am proud to say, each and every one
of these residents were recognized
this year once again, as a flag with
their names on a ribbon for each soldier stood proudly at the ceremony.
The Memorial Day Committee
members: Master of Ceremonies Barbara Bilger, Lee Blowe, Colonel Andrew Burns, Jay Boxwell, Mark
Dingelstedt, Jerry Dobbins, Russ
Graham, Elizabeth Mathieu, Heinz
Ricken, Chris Sands and the Cranford
86 organizer Don Sweeney.
VFW Post 335: Commander Colonel Andrew Burns, Grand Marshal
Lee Blowe, and all of the members of
Cranford’s VFW Post 335.
Volunteers of the Recreation and
Parks Advisory Board: Don Barone,
Carolyn Capone-Pugliese, Michelle
Cook, Marita Dow and Wally
Shackell.
Mayor and Township Committee:
Mayor Pat Giblin, Deputy Mayor Ann
Dooley, Commissioner Tom Hannen,
Commissioner Jean Maisonneuve and
Commissioner Mary O’Connor.
Clergy Council: specifically, Reverend Andrew Kruger and Pastor
Connie Salerno.
The Recreation and Parks Staff:
Bill Babkowski, Lori Donnelly, Gerry
Fedorchak, Patty Kozlowski, Aaryn
Wichelns and Morgan Dow.
Cranford Police Department,
Cranford Fire Department, Cranford
First Aid Squad Cranford Depart-

ment of Public Works, Cranford
Board of Education, TV 35, Green
Thumb Garden Club of Cranford,
Cranford Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts
and many more.
An extended thanks for the efforts
of many other individuals who participated and volunteered their time
and energy which made our Memorial Day ceremony a success.
Stephen Robertazzi
Director, Cranford Recr. Pool

Thank You Fanwood
Dem. Voters
We would like to express our gratitude to the Fanwood District Two
Democratic Primary voters for their
support this past primary day. We
enjoyed meeting with you during our
campaign and we appreciate that you
took the time to study the issues and
participate in this grass roots exercise
in democracy.
You realized that the primary challenge was an effort by the county to
unduly exert influence in our local
affairs from afar. You saw through
this ploy and took the time out of your
busy day to make your voices heard.
We will be honored to serve you on
the Fanwood Dem. Committee.
Let us also be clear that we harbor
no ill will toward our opponents Bob
and Barbara Brennan, long time
Fanwoodians and our neighbors, who
will we always consider our friends
and to whom we wish only good luck
and the best of health.
Trish Walsh, Steve Falco
Fanwood Democratic D-2

‘Fiefdom Of Fanwood’ Shilling For
The Usual Liberal-Democrat Screed
Just wanted to reply to Patricia
Quatttrochi’s Letter to the Editor with
a hearty well said!
The only thing that Ms. Quattrocchi
got wrong was stating that HRH
Hillary Clinton was a cold person and
does not recognize her own shortcomings. Actually she is more like the
spoiled little brat at a children’s party
who puts on an rude attitude and
wretched pout simply because she
didn’t get a big piece of cake and
large scoop of ice cream.
Another glaring example of this is
the recent empty-headed spectacle
(attended by no more than 24 people)
that the pixilated duo of Bonnie
Watson Coleman and Colleen Mahr
held in Mahr’s ‘Fiefdom of Fanwood’
shilling for the usual liberal Democrat screed calling for President
Trump’s impeachment despite the fact
that there was little to no evidence
found by the investigative committee
for over three years.
It’s too bad Bonnie Watson
Coleman can’t find the same energy
to address and attend to the problems
of crime, drug usage, and the loss of
jobs - to the human sewage aka the
illegal aliens flooding across the border amongst her African-American
constituents that her fellow Democrats like Nancy Pelosi turn a blind
eye to.
Also no mention of the hateful antiJewish behavior by Ilhan Omar and
her fellow bigot Women’s March organizer Linda Sarsour. It seems

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong.

Sometimes it’s letting go.
With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work,
our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the
complex process of divorce.
Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs
Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation
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Mueller Report Outlined Potential
Obstruction Of Justice Incidents

Letters to the Editor
Following last Tuesday’s highly
contentious Democratic Primary
Election in Union County, Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr, Roselle Mayor
Christine Dansereau and Clark Democratic Municipal Chair Nancy
Sheridan released the following statement thanking their supporters and
looking towards the future:
“Tuesday’s primary election
brought huge wins for women
throughout Union County and for
people who believe in true Democratic values everywhere. We faced
an uphill battle every step of the way
that started with removing us, as incumbents, off the party line and even
escalated to court battles simply to be
allowed to run for re-election.

Thursday, June 13, 2019

Coleman and Mahr feel the fallacy of
climate change is more of a threat
along with the sheer nerve of states
like Alabama and Georgia exercising
states rights in opposing abortion.
With madcap antics by the always
graceless and obstreperous Coleman
and Mahr the support for President
Trump’s re-election is assured.
Oh, and sorry that only 24 bothered
to show up for Mahr and Coleman’s
bargain basement version of The View.
Perhaps the vast majority of us support President Trump and didn’t want
to risk our lives in the hazardous
weather!
James Kurdyla
Clark

Your editorial in the June 6 edition
says we should forget the Mueller
investigation and move on. I disagree.
And so do one thousand and six former
federal prosecutors.
In a statement published on
Medium.com, the prosecutors make
it clear that the Mueller report outlined potential obstruction of justice
incidents involving President Trump.
They stated that an individual other
than the president would be indicted
with “multiple felony charges” for
obstruction.
Examples:
1) “The President’s efforts to fire
Mueller and falsify evidence about
that effort.”
2) “The President’s efforts to limit
the scope of Mueller’s investigation
to exclude his conduct,” and
3) His efforts to “prevent witnesses
from co-operating with investigators
probing him and his campaign.”
The President told his attorney Don
McGahn to fire Mueller, and when
word of that got out, he told McGahn
to lie and say he never asked. He tried
to pressure Mueller into limiting the
scope of the investigation. He tried to
influence witnesses being questioned
by Mueller’s team through dangling
pardons and intimidation. And these

are but a few instances in the report.
The prosecutors sum up their letter
with the following: “...we recognize
the prosecution of obstruction of justice cases is critical because unchecked obstruction, which allows
intentional interference with criminal
investigations to go unpunished puts
the whole system of justice at risk...the
overwhelming weight of professional
judgment would come down in favor
of prosecution for the conduct outlined in the Mueller report.”
It does not stop there. As committees in the House try to investigate
further the Mueller report and other
aspects of the President’s potential
corruption, he has told officials in his
administration to ignore legally valid
subpoenas and has instructed them
not to appear or co-operate. These
people should be held in contempt of
Congress. It is the job of the legislative branch to have oversight of the
executive branch. This is what is called
“checks and balances.” It’s in the
Constitution. He is weakening the
foundations of the three equal
branches of our government and many
who realize this are fearful.
Marjorie Picard
Scotch Plains

He Cannot Bear to Have His Scholastic
Records Made Public, Why?
In response to a letter on June 6, from
Patricia Quattrocchi, on the topic of the
removal of POTUS, as an average citizen, I would like to give some different
viewpoints on issues she raised.
As to Hillary Clinton, you are the one
who seems obsessed. Ms. Clinton has
been out of the public eye for almost
three years. As far as I know, she has no
intention of seeking elected office now,
or in the future. Why are you harping on
her? She is not an issue any longer,
move on. It is almost funny that you go
into great detail calling her a “sour,
miserable loser,”all adjectives I have
heard referring to Mr. Trump on numerous occasions. I recall our longest, costliest government shutdown, because he
failed to secure a vote on his wall. Sore,
and miserable loser indeed.
POTUS had two years of a Republican controlled Legislature, why was the
GOP so unsuccessful???
Talk of impeachment by the Democrats did not raise its head till after the
November 2018 elections, not in 2016.
Did you read the Mueller Report?
Did you listen to Mr. Mueller’s news
conference? It is his interpretation of
Department of Justice policy that the
Justice Department cannot indict a sitting President. Therefore, his role was
to gather, organize and present the facts.
He did just this, never vindicated any-

one. His job done, it is now the obligation of the Congress to move on the
facts. This is the checks and balances
system, designed by our Founding Fathers! But here is where the plot thickens. AG Barr, a well-documented Trump
supporter, as well as his appointee, has
taken up the mantel to protect his boss,
by deciding (even though he is a Department of Justice employee) to declare vindication of POTUS! This is
based on the AG’s summary, and refusing to release the entire report even to
the Congress!!
As to the our President’s personal
and business records, what is he hiding? Hiding behind an audit, really? He
seems to be quite vocal in ascertaining
his business genius. Where did he get
money, when banks would no longer
provide loans? Is he beholden to any
foreign lenders?
This is a man who belittles people as
“low IQ,” yet cannot bear to have his
own scholastic records made public,
why? He should be eager to share.
As an average citizen, I feel you
should do a bit of research on both sides
of issues. Some of the American public
deem these questions be answered, as
they are important if we are to remain a
strong, and just democracy.
Christine Calhoun
Cranford

Leader Editorial June 6
Re: ‘Congress Needs to Move On From
Mueller and Impeachment Harangue’ You quote a South Jersey Congressman
that the people “are tired of the investigation” and “tired of the accusations.” You
do not, however, encourage your readers
to actually read the Mueller report. You
suggest that the people will decide at the
ballot box in 2020. Indeed they will, but
the overwhelming majority of those voters will also not read the report. Do we
want an informed electorate or not?
It is worth repeating that Mueller was
prevented from indicting the President
by Justice Department rules. Please read
that again. Therefore, there will be no
indictment.
Mueller did say this: “if we had confidence after a thorough investigation of
the facts that the president did not commit
obstruction of justice, we would so state.”
He went on to say “accordingly, while
this report does not conclude that the
president committed a crime, it also does

not exonerate him.”
In a statement signed by hundreds of
former federal prosecutors, they said the
following:
“Each of us believes that the conduct
of President Trump described in Special
Counsel Robert Mueller’s report would,
in the case of any other person not covered by the Office of Legal Counsel policy
against indicting a sitting President, result in multiple felony charges for obstruction of justice.”
Bottom line: Do we want to know the
whole truth, or as close as we can get to
that? If yes, then Congress needs to pick
up where Mueller left off. They need to
investigate - call them impeachment hearings or not.
In fact, Congress has a constitutional
duty to investigate. It is not optional, and
we should support their efforts.
Marvin Kaplan
Westfield

The Law Office of

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.
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Eleanor Jean Solon, Loving Wife, Mother,
Grandmother, Great-Grandmother
Eleanor Jean Solon, 86, of Mes- birds and wildlife. She loved tendsiah Village, passed away at home ing her bird feeders and taking care
Friday, June 7, 2019, with her hus- of her beloved Kupie.
band and children at her side.
In retirement, her service continShe was the daughter of the late ued as a First Responder at TravelGeorge and Marie (Keegan) ers Rest Resort near Dade City, Fla.,
Zimmerman
of
during winter vacations,
Cranford, N.J.
and she continued volEleanor was the wife
unteer work at Messiah
of Dr. Bernard M. SoVillage virtually for the
lon, to whom she was
rest of her life.
married for 64 years.
Eleanor is survived
She attended St.
by her husband, Dr. BerElizabeth Ann Seton
nard M. Solon of
Parish.
Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
Love, compassion
and her children, Richand understanding best
ard T. Solon and his
describes her life. She
wife, Margie, of Wayne,
lived it from beginning
Pa., Steven M. Solon
to end, nurturing her
and his wife, Kathryn,
family and helping othof East Berlin, Pa.,
ers as a wife, mother,
Elizabeth S. Frantz and
grandmother and greather husband, Karl, of
Eleanor Jean Solon
grandmother.
Camp Hill, Pa., Dr. Eric
Eleanor was born in
G. Solon and his wife,
Jersey City, N.J., but spent her child- Denise, of Unionville, Pa., Mark
hood and formative years in Bayonne, D. Solon and his wife, Meri, of
N.J. She graduated third in a class of Virginia Beach, Va., and David W.
over 400 in high school and then Solon and his wife, Connie, of
attended the prestigious Paine Hall Manheim, Pa. In addition to her
School for students preparing to work children, Eleanor is survived by
in medical support positions.
her grandchildren, Kathryn Solon
She married her college sweet- Cline, Lauren Solon DeCastro,
heart, Bernard Solon, in 1954, join- Karen Solon, Michael Solon, John
ing him in Germany during his U.S. Frantz, Kiersten Frantz, Danielle
Army service. Together they made Solon, Katherina Solon, Dr. Chrisa home in Oppenheim, living on tine Solon Hall and Casey Solon,
the German economy, where her as well as her great-grandchildren,
oldest son was born.
Jacob and Alice Cline, Aila SolonReturning to the United States, de Castro, Hughy and Sage Solonshe raised six children in Westfield, Canny, and Kairi Solon.
N.J., and Camp Hill, Pa. Eleanor
Funeral services were held at noon
was active in her community, serv- on Wednesday, June 12, 2019, in
ing as chairwoman of the Cranford the Chapel at Messiah Village, 100
Village Improvement Association Mt. Allen Drive, Mechanicsburg,
and social editor of the Cranford Pa., with the Reverend Monsignor
weekly Citizen and Chronicle.
William J. King as Celebrant. A
After raising her family, she en- visitation was held in the Chapel on
rolled in a nursing program at Wednesday prior to the service. A
Union College, N.J. After moving private burial was held following
to Pennsylvania, she enrolled at the service in Tri-County Memorial
Harrisburg Area College in nurs- Gardens, Lewisberry, Pa.
ing, graduating in 1982 at age fifty.
In lieu of flowers, the family reShe spent two years nursing at Os- quests that donations be made to
teopathic Hospital in Harrisburg.
Francisvale Home for Smaller AniEleanor worked as a Registered mals, 328 Upper Gulph Road,
Nurse for Cowley Associates for 13 Radnor, Pa. 19087. Funeral aryears.
rangements have been entrusted to
Eleanor was an avid traveler with Myers-Harner Funeral & Cremaher husband and Kupie, her dearly- tion Services Inc.
June 13, 2019
loved Yorkie. She loved animals,

– Obituaries –

Lawrence H. Prybylski III (Skip), 77,
Was Leader In Westfield Lacrosse
Mr. Lawrence H. Prybylski III fan and active attendee of Westfield
(Skip) died peacefully on Friday, varsity sports. He was a member
June 7, 2019, in Summit, N.J., at and president of the Westfield
Boosters and was inducted into the
the age of seventy-seven.
Skip was born on December 28, Westfield Boosters Hall of Fame
in 2018.
1941 in Chicago, Ill., to
Skip was an active
Lawrence and Elizabeth
member of Our Lady of
Prybylski. He grew up in
Lourdes
in
Garden City, N.Y., and
Mountainside, N.J., and
graduated from Garden
found
significant
City High School in
strength in his faith.
1959. Skip graduated
Skip’s greatest love
from the College of the
was for his family and
Holy Cross in 1963 with
the simple pleasures of
a Bachelor of Arts deencouraging and supgree in Economics and
porting his sons and
Accounting. He married
grandchildren in their
Margaret (Petie) Cantine
many activities. Skip
on November 28, 1964
and Petie’s passion for
in Southampton, N.Y.
During their fifty-five Lawrence Prybylski III family was experienced
by all who they touched.
years of marriage, they
Skip is survived by his wife, Petie;
were blessed with four boys and thirteen grandchildren. Skip and Petie his son Hank, and wife, Mary Jane;
raised their four boys in South Salem, his son Mark, and wife, Chris; his son
N.Y., and Westfield, N.J., before set- Todd, and wife, Fran; his son Matt,
and wife, Kristen; his sister, Judy, and
tling into Mountainside, N.J.
Skip began his career in 1963 as her husband, Warren, and his brother,
a financial accountant with Haskins Jim, and his predeceased wife, Kay.
and Sells. He held numerous senior Skip and Petie are the loving grandfinance officer positions across his parents to thirteen grandchildren:
career, with his final employment Molly, Peter, Luke, William, Owen,
at American Surgisite. Skip also Ellie, Mack, Kasey, Timmy, Daly,
served in the New York Army Na- Patrick, Kevin and Liam.
A visitation for family and friends
tional Guard.
Lacrosse was Skip’s sports pas- was held on Tuesday, June 11, at
sion. He played for Garden City Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake FuHigh School and the College of the neral Home, located at 582 SpringHoly Cross. Skip was a cofounder field Avenue, Westfield, N.J. A Fuof the Westfield Lacrosse Club and neral Mass was held Wednesday,
its president for many years. Thou- June 12, at the Holy Trinity Roman
sands of Westfield youth have en- Catholic Church, 315 First Street,
joyed, and continue to enjoy, the Westfield, N.J.
In lieu of flowers, donations can
game of lacrosse because of Skip’s
be made in Skip’s memory to the
passion and commitment.
He enjoyed coaching and teach- Hereditary Neuropathy Foundation
ing the life lessons experienced (www.hnf-cure.org).
June 13, 2019
through sports. Skip was a vocal

Driver Safety Course On Tap at JCC
SCOTCH PLAINS — Area residents are invited to take the AARP
Driver Safety Course at the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey on Friday, June 14, at
9:30 a.m. The JCC is located at 1391
Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains.
The Driver Safety Course teaches
defensive-driving strategies and
provides a refresher of the rules of
the road by a trained volunteer.
Participants may qualify for a
multi-year automobile insurance
discount by completing the course

(individuals are advised to check
with their automobile insurance
agent for details) and/or reduced
points.
Although the course is designed
for drivers age 50 or older, all ages
are welcome. The six-hour classroom course costs $15 for AARP
members and $20 for non-members.
Breakfast and a light lunch will be
co-sponsored by Arbor Terrace
Mountainside and the JCC of Central New Jersey. Space is limited.
To register, call (908) 889-8800.
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Jane Ellis Nichols Spragg,
Was Physician Activist
Jane Ellis Nichols Spragg, MD, prohibiting abortions. She was an
97, died on Saturday, June 1, at the early member of NARAL. In 1976
Elizabeth De Rahm Hospice House she was awarded the Alan
in Cambridge, Mass. She was pre- Guttmacher Medal for her work in
deceased by her daughter, Susan; family planning.
her son, Peter, and her husband,
The Spraggs moved to New
Howard E. Spragg,
Hampshire in 1976 afD.D., executive viceter summering there for
president of the United
many years. Jane pracChurch of Christ, USA.
ticed office gynecology
Dr. Spragg was raised
and family planning in
in Westfield, N.J., atHillsboro for five years
tended Oberlin College
and worked in the Stuand graduated from the
dent Health DepartUniversity of Chicago,
ment at Keene State
BS ’43 and MD ’48. She
College. She closed her
was one of a quota of
office in 1987 to travel
three women in her enwith her husband,
tering class at the UniHoward, who died in
versity of Chicago medi1991. She moved to
cal school. She married
Jane Nichols Spragg
Concord, N.H., in
Howard Spragg in 1942.
2002.
In Chicago, Howard was minister
For several years Dr. Spragg dug
of the South Congregational Church with avocational archeologists in the
and Jane finished her medical in- New Hampshire “SCRAP” program
ternship. The Spraggs were active and in 1992 she served as president of
in the civil rights movement and the the New Hampshire Archeological Sofounding of the Congress of Racial ciety. She traveled to Europe, Japan,
Equality (CORE).
Turkey and Mesoamerica. She loved
In 1948-51 Dr. Spragg practiced living in Concord, volunteering for the
general medicine at Ryder Hospital VNA Hospice, Hope’s Community
in Humacao, Puerto Rico, where Kitchen and other local organizations.
her husband was the executive for
The Spraggs had five children and
the Congregational Church work on two grandsons: Susan, deceased 2003;
the island.
Paul, of Denver, Colo., and son NichoWhen they returned to New Jer- las; Peter, deceased 2016; Martha, of
sey, Dr. Spragg worked in clinics Shawmut, Me.; and Deborah, of Arfor Public Health agencies and for lington, Mass., and son Noah.
Planned Parenthood. She lectured
In 2013, Dr. Spragg moved to
on population dynamics, sex edu- Cadbury Commons in Cambridge,
cation, reproductive choice and civil Mass., to be closer to family. She
rights. She served on the boards of remained in good health until a few
the Westfield Open Housing Com- weeks before passing peacefully in
mittee and the Westfield Commu- a local hospice residence.
nity Center, as well as on the
Dr. Spragg is survived by her
Westfield Board of Education. In daughter Deborah and her spouse,
1956, Drs. Spragg and Powell im- Stephanie Ross, of Arlington, Mass.;
munized over 1,600 children with her daughter Martha, of Shawmut,
the Salk polio vaccine for the De- Me., and her son Paul, of Denver,
partment of Public Health after the Colo. She also leaves her grandchilWestfield Medical Society had re- dren, Noah Paul and Nicholas
fused. In 1964, Dr. Spragg received Spragg, and step-grandchildren,
the B’nai B’rith Citation for Meri- Alexander Sheff and Benjamin Sheff.
torious Service.
The burial will be private in
Dr. Spragg gave the first tele- Deering, N.H. A memorial service is
vised demonstration of contracep- planned at the Deering Community
tive devices in 1970 on Channel 13. Church, United Church of Christ, 763
She started the first Planned Parent- Deering Center Road, Deering, N.H.,
hood clinic for teenagers in New for Saturday, August 3, 2019. MemoJersey. A year before Roe v. Wade, rial donations may be made to Planned
she was a litigant in the case that Parenthood or to a charity of choice.
June 13, 2019
overturned the New Jersey statute

Ronald A. Confair, 83, Family Man;
Had Long Career In Business
Liz Queler

Lorraine Harwelik

Westfield Library to Offer
Variety of June Programs
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, has announced the dates
and details for three programs com-
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ing up there during June.
Professional musician Liz Queler
will present “The Edna Project” on
Wednesday, June 19, at 7 p.m. The
Edna Project delves deeper into the
catalogue of poet Edna St. Vincent
Millay with “Renascence,” the poem
that launched her career in 1912. Set
to music by Ms. Queler, this epic
work is operatic in dramatic scope,
while it stays true to folk/rock roots.
The musician has set 22 poems by
Edna St. Vincent Millay to Americana Roots music, including folk,
rock, blues, bluegrass and jazz.
Hailed by Billboard Magazine as a
“singer’s singer,” Ms. Queler, who
performs on the guitar and mandolin,
has composed for television and film.
She has worked extensively as a studio singer and has shared the stage
with folk icons Richie Havens, Janis
Ian and Guy Clark, among others.
On Thursday, June 20, at 7 p.m.,
Lorraine Harwelik will return to the
library to present the Fundamentals
of Yoga. Her class is for anyone who
wants to build a safe and sound yoga
practice. Ms. Harwelik also will teach
Chair Yoga on Thursday, July 11.
Westfield resident and nurse Mary
Jo Rice-Mahoney will discuss her experiences and career in the Army during the tumultuous years of the Vietnam
War, where she rose to the rank of
colonel, on Saturday, June 22, at 2 p.m.
Colonel Rice-Mahoney spent 30
years in the U.S. Army Nurse Corps
and 20 years with the Department of
Veterans Affairs. She has been a contributing author to nursing publications and speaks to many different
groups about her experiences in Vietnam. She now resides with her husband, grandson and two dogs.
These programs are free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus libraries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. Interested persons are advised to
check the Westfield Memorial Library website, wmlnj.org, to see if
their library is a MURAL participant.
To register for any or all of the three
programs, visit wmlnj.org and click
on the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.
Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday; and 1 to 5 p.m.
on Sunday. Beginning Sunday, June
23, the library will be closed on Sundays for the summer.

www.goleader.com

Members of Ron’s family are his
Ronald A. Confair, a life lived......
Ron went to heaven on Wednes- children, Renee Confair (and Gerry
day, June 5, 2019. He passed away Mosel), Cynthia Confair Noyes and
Ralph Austin Confair
in his home. He now
(and Jill); his grandjoins his beloved wife
children, Jill Watts
of 50 years, Cecelia
(and Jason), John
Snell Confair.
Noyes and Jordan
Ron was born on
Confair; great-grandJanuary 27, 1936 in
children, Tyler, Brody
Pennsylvania to Arlene
and Bentley Watts, and
DeLong and Harvey
his cousin, Jay Hein
Gilliam Confair. Ron
(and Brandon).
had an impressive busiExtended family are
ness career which
David Snell, Mimi
started at age 17 for
Western Union. He
Landes, Joe and Maggie
and David Cerna (and
worked in New Jersey,
Ronald A. Confair
family), Heidi and Bob
New York and on
Hudson Street in New
Wolfe (and family),
York City. He managed 1,800 people Linda and Art Olvera (and family),
at the height of his career. He trav- and Hans Dahmen. We call that
eled to California and lived in Los “Ohana” in Hawaii.
A Celebration of Life service is
Angeles where he managed Western
Union’s real estate west of the Mis- planned for Monday, June 24, at 11
sissippi. He was with Western Union a.m., at Sunset Hills Memorial
over 40 years. He then found great Park/Apple Valley, Calif.
joy working with the people of High
Quote of the day from Ron: ToDesert Creditors Service, and has day is the tomorrow you worried
been there 20-plus years. Ron worked about yesterday.
until the very last day, an accomJune 13, 2019
plishment he was proud of.

Library Lists New Features
Available on Tutor.com
SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library has
announced that new features are
available on tutor.com, an online
resource that provides Scotch
Plains and Fanwood cardholders
with one-on-one homework help
from 3 to 10 p.m., seven days a
week. It also provides test-prep
resources, college essay feedback
and job-search assistance.
New features have been added
that will give students even more
ways to access homework help and
test preparation. Students are now
able to submit drop-off math questions outside of the live tutoring
hours to get feedback within 24
hours. Additional practice tests for
the ACT have been added, and
Princeton Review practice tests
have been added for the GRE,
GMAT, LSAT and MCAT. A practice quiz for the ASVAB will be
coming soon, the library revealed.
Tutor.com is one of several
online resources that the Scotch
Plains Public Library offers to enhance lifelong learning for
cardholders. LearningExpress Library offers homework help, test
prep and career prep. Lynda.com
is a collection of self-paced video
courses in business, tech and creative skills.
The Great Courses can be accessed through either RBdigital or
Kanopy with video lectures on literature, philosophy, history, gene-

alogy and more.
Mango and Rosetta Stone provide lessons in many foreign languages, including English.
Creativebug lets users nurture their
creative side with a variety of selfpaced art and craft video classes.
All of these resources can be
accessed via the Scotch Plains Public Library website, scotlib.org/
learning. For more information,
contact the library at (908) 3225007 or library@scotlib.org. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center of the township.

Hearing Soc. to Wrap
Term on June 20
WESTFIELD — The Hearing
Society will hold its final speech
reading class for the 2018-2019
term on Thursday, June 20, at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield.
Following the lesson, the group
will hold its Annual Luncheon.
Members interested in attending
the luncheon should call Lorraine
Galluzzi at (973) 467-4038 to make
their reservations.
Speech Reading classes are
scheduled to resume in mid-September. Information on the exact
date will be available before Labor
Day. The First Baptist Church of
Westfield is located at 70 Elm
Street.
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FCC to Focus Saturday On
Reversing Global Warming
WESTFIELD — The First Congregational Church of Westfield will
present a program entitled “DRAWDOWN: How to Reverse Global
Warming” this Saturday, June 15. It
will take place from 2 to 3:30 p.m. in
the church’s Patton Auditorium, located at 125 Elmer Street, Westfield.
All are welcome to attend.
This presentation will provide a
brief overview of 100 scientificallyproven actions that can be taken to
begin to reverse global warming,
among them social change, land and
energy use. According to a description of the program, participants will
learn that it is indeed possible to slow
global warming — even to begin reversing it — by 2050.
The program is based on the book
“DRAWDOWN: The Most Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed to Reverse Global Warming” by Paul
Hawken.

Keith Voos, the upcoming
workshop’s lead presenter, was formerly a public-school teacher at various grade levels for 40 years before he
retired in 2014 to assume a nearly fulltime role in environmental advocacy.
Mr. Voos is a 2017 GreenFaith Fellow and a member of the GreenFaith
Raritan Valley Environmental Action
Circle. He volunteers with The
Pachamama
Alliance
and
DrawdownNYC. Mr. Voos is the Environmental Justice chairman of a
local NAACP chapter and is the environmental representative at his New
Brunswick Quaker Meeting.
To register for this event, email
uccfcc@verizon.net or call (908) 2332494. Registration is not required,
but is appreciated.
For details on this program or others offered at the First Congregational Church of Westfield, visit
fccofwestfield.org.

EARNING THE BRONZE...The Girl Scouts of Junior Troop 40278 recently
attained their Bronze Award, for which they participated in a program at a local
temple that assists refugee families. Pictured are the girls in front of the trifold they
created to reflect on what they learned from the project.

CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy and the Cranford Public Library invite members of the
community for Story Time at the
Park events. Participants are encouraged to bring their blankets and chairs
to Hanson Park, located at 38 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, to explore
their love of nature and books.
“Fun in the Garden” will be held
on Wednesday, July 10, at 10 a.m.
This program will feature gardenthemed books as well as a garden
craft. Participants will use dirt and
seeds, so they should wear their
“play clothes.”
“Turtle Time” will take place on

Wednesday, July 24, at 10 a.m.,
featuring turtle-themed books
along with the appearance of a redeared slider turtle named Sherman.
“For the Love of Nature!” will be
offered on Wednesday, August 7, at
10 a.m. This program will include
nature-themed books followed by a
nature walk around the park.
Juice and cookies will be provided.
This is a free event and recommended
for youngsters ages 6 and under.
Registration is not required; participants can just show up. In the event
of rain, Story Time will be cancelled
for the day. For more information,
visit hansonparkconservancy.com.

Local Dentist, Dr. Sunita Merriman, Earns
Craniofacial Dental Sleep Medicine,
Dental Sleep Medicine Credentials
WESTFIELD – Local dentist Dr. and a constantly running motor, can
Sunita Merriman has successfully be difficult, and many area residents
completed requirements for Diplo- are unaware that an effective – and
mate credentialing by two boards, the comfortable – alternative treatment
American Board of Craniofacial Den- is available,” said Dr. Merriman. “I’m
tal Sleep Medicine (ABCDSM) and committed to using my knowledge of
dental sleep medicine to
The American Board of
help treat my patients’
Dental Sleep Medicine
snoring and sleep apnea,
(ABDSM). A minority
and to help provide them
of dentists ever achieve
a better night’s rest.”
Diplomate status with
While CPAP is the stanone Dental Sleep
dard treatment for sleep
Board, and fewer do so
apnea, theAmericanAcadwith multiple boards.
emy of Dental Sleep MediRecognizing Dr.
cine estimates up to 50 perMerriman’s achievecent of sleep apnea patients
ment, ABCDSM Pastdo not comply with or tolPresident, Jamison R.
erate CPAP. In contrast to a
Spencer, DMD, MS, exCPAP machine, oral appliplained:
ances are a mouth guard“Craniofacial Dental
Dr. Sunita Merriman
like device worn only durSleep Medicine is the
ing sleep to maintain an
area of dentistry that focuses on the management of sleep- open, unobstructed airway. Patients like
disordered breathing associated with oral appliance therapy because it is
the craniofacial complex including, comfortable, easy to wear, quiet, porbut not limited to, snoring, Upper Air- table and easy to care for.
“Oral appliance therapy is an efway Resistance Syndrome (UARS)
and Obstructive Sleep Apnea (OSA). fective treatment option that offers a
Earning Diplomate status is an impor- higher rate of patient compliance than
tant professional achievement that sig- CPAP,” said Dr. Merriman. “I work
nifies to patients plus dental, medical with my patients and collaborate with
and other health professionals that the their sleep physicians to identify the
dentist has met the high standards of right oral appliance device and custom fit it to ensure an open airway for
care set forth by the ABCDSM.”
According to the National Insti- a more restful sleep.”
With over 25 years of clinical expetutes of Health, 50 to 70 million
Americans suffer from chronic sleep rience, Dr. Sunita Merriman, a gradudisorders. However, as many as 80 ate of the College of Dentistry at New
percent of patients who suffer from York University and a Top NJ Dentist
sleep disorders are believed to be for the past 10 years, believes that
undiagnosed. This puts them at sig- sleep, mental health and oral health
nificantly increased risk of heart at- are the cornerstones of overall
tack, stroke, diabetes plus workplace wellness. She founded the New Jersey
Dental Sleep Medicine Center
accidents and injuries.
Dr. Merriman also recently became (NJDSMC) in Westfield, N.J., which
a Diplomate of the American Board of is dedicated to helping the community
Dental Sleep Medicine (ABDSM). by treating Obstructive Sleep Apnea
ABDSM is the board for the leading (OSA), Snoring and CPAP intolernational organization for dentists who ance. To learn more about Dr.
treat snoring and obstructive sleep Merriman and how Dental Sleep Mediapnea with oral appliance therapy, an cine can benefit you, go to
effective alternative treatment to the www.njdentalsleepmedicine.com or
standard continuous positive airway call (908) 389-0222 to schedule a conpressure (CPAP) machine. Earning sultation. Dr. Merriman’s practice,
Diplomate status from the ABDSM is which is in its 20th year in Westfield, is
a unique honor that recognizes special located at 229 Charles Street.
competency in dental sleep medicine.
Paid Bulletin Board
“Sleeping with a CPAP machine,
goleader.com/form/bulletin
which includes a face mask, tubing

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Township of Scotch Plains will host its
annual Independence Day Fireworks at the Scotch Hills Golf
Course on Saturday, June 29. The
rain date is Sunday, June 30.
This year’s celebration will feature a performance by The Scotch
Plainsmen, a group of musicians
who has performed as the backup
band for Scotch Plains’ own Pat
DiNizio of The Smithereens during his solo performances.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA will host a “Red, Y, and
Blue” station during the event with
fun activities for kids. Food vendors will be on site throughout the
evening. Alcoholic beverages are
not permitted on the premises. Prefireworks activities will begin at

7:30 p.m., so attendees are encouraged to come out early and set
down chairs and blankets to take in
the show. The fireworks will go off
at dusk.
Those attending are asked to wear
comfortable shoes; no heels will
be permitted on the golf course.
There will be several road closures
leading up to and during the event
to ensure safety for pedestrians and
motorists alike. For details, check
the
township
website,
scotchplainsnj.gov. The golf course
will be open Saturday morning for
golfers; the last tee time is at noon.
The course will re-open at noon on
Sunday, June 30.
For more information, call the
township manager’s office at (908)
322-6700, extension no. 314.

Junior Troop 40278 Attains
Bronze Helping Refugees
activities provided by the program to
parents and older children. They also
raised money to sponsor two permanent art carts and supplies for the
program to enhance their activities.
The Scouts gained a new understanding of the hardships refugees
face when moving to the United States
and overall enjoyed their time spent
interacting with the refugee families.
The Scouts were honored May 6 at
a town-wide ceremony where they received their Bronze pins and award
books. The Bronze is the highest award
that a Junior Girl Scout can attain.

Romero to Be Screened
June 22 at Holy Trinity
Free Story Time Programs
To Be Held In Hanson Park
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Scotch Plains Twp. to Offer
Fireworks, Music, Kids’ Fun

WESTFIELD — The Girl Scouts
of Junior Troop 40278 at Tamaques
Elementary School in Westfield recently earned their Bronze Award for
a community service project they researched and completed over a period of a few months.
The Scouts chose to focus their
attention on the Refugee Fun Club
program sponsored by a local temple.
On Saturday mornings, the Scouts
would assist young children with art
projects and provided additional support to refugee families so they could
take advantage of the myriad other

STORY TIME...Families are invited to come to Hanson Park in Cranford this
summer for free Story Time at the Park events, featuring gardening, turtles and
nature. Pictured are children enjoying a Story Time program last year.
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WESTFIELD — The Holy Trinity
Film Society and the Peace and Justice Committee of Holy Trinity and
St. Helen’s will present Romero on
Saturday, June 22. The film will be
shown at 3 p.m. in the Holy Trinity
Parish Center. A discussion of the
film will follow the screening.
Prospective attendees are advised
that Romero is rated PG-13 and contains scenes of violence. This event is
free and open to all.
This film tells the story of St. Óscar
Romero and his quest to bring peace
to El Salvador, even at the cost of his
own life. Initially, Archbishop Romero
(Raul Julia) is reluctant to get involved in a war that rages on between
the military elite and guerrilla Marxists in his country of El Salvador. As

‘Pirate Pete’ to Teach
Kids About Hygiene
GARWOOD — Pirate Pete’s High
Seas Hygiene Show will take place
on Wednesday, June 26, at 1 p.m., at
the Garwood Public Library.
Muscle Man Mike and his puppet,
Pirate Pete, will teach children how
important it is to take care of their
bodies with proper hygiene. Mike adds
a little magic to make it fun. Registration is required and attendance is limited to 30. The Garwood Public Library is located at 411 Third Avenue.
For information on library programs,
visit youseemore.com/garwood.

Library Plans Events
For Older Adults
GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has announced two
programs geared toward older
adults that will be held at the library later this month.
Medicare Workshop will take
place at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June
18. Senior Advisors of Cranford
will present a Medicare workshop
covering topics such as what
changed in 2019; choosing Original Medicare or Medicare Advantage, and how the prescription program works. Registration is required
and participation is limited to 30.
Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) will
be available on Thursday, June 20,
from 10 a.m. to noon. Union County
Division on Aging staff will be on
hand to assist senior citizens age
60 and above or their caregivers
with information on services such
as meal delivery, respite care, adult
day care and support services for
caregivers.
The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. For
more information and to register
for programs, call (908) 789-1670.
The library is open Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fridays,
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Saturdays,
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Information on
library programs also is available at
youseemore.com/garwood.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

conditions worsen and more churches
are desecrated, however, he finds he
cannot remain an observer. So Archbishop Romero resorts to what he
knows best: making speeches. The
tenets he preaches are simply freedom and justice, but even so, he is
seen as dangerous by the government, and it is ready to retaliate.
The Holy Trinity Parish Center is
located at 512 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield.

Juneteenth Event
Set at All Saints’
SCOTCH PLAINS — Social Justice Matters and The Union County
Club of the National Association of
Negro Business and Professional
Women’s Clubs, Inc. have partnered
to present a Juneteenth celebration
on Wednesday, June 19, at 6:30 p.m.
Juneteenth: A Day of Remembrance
will take place at the All Saints’ Episcopal Church, located at 559 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains.
Juneteenth is an annual national
celebration of African-Americans’
emancipation from slavery. It marks
the day when Texans finally received
news that the Civil War had ended
and all slaves were freed — a full
two years after President Abraham
Lincoln signed the Emancipation
Proclamation.
The program will feature musical
performances by the Y Achievers,
poetry readings and a student debate. Light refreshments will be available. This event is free and open to
the public.

BUILDING BRIGHT FUTURES...Roots & Wings will host its fifth annual
benefit tennis outing and dinner in support of young adults transitioning out of
New Jersey’s foster-care system. The event will take place on Saturday, June 22,
from 4 to 9 p.m., at the Westfield Tennis Club. Participants will have opportunities
to play tennis or watch the fun, and to enjoy dinner catered by Ferraro’s. Pictured,
Event Chairman Joe Masterson, center, is joined by event participants and the
team “mascot” at the 2018 outing.

Tennis Outing-Dinner Event
To Benefit Roots & Wings
WESTFIELD — Roots & Wings, a
nonprofit organization dedicated to
serving the critical needs of young
adults who have aged out of New
Jersey’s foster care system, will host
its fifth annual tennis outing and dinner at the Westfield Tennis Club on
Saturday, June 22, from 4 to 9 p.m.
The benefit event is open to tennis players of every level as well as
those who just want to watch the
fun and enjoy a casual dinner catered by Ferraro’s of Westfield.
“We will have Round Robin
doubles for both USTA rated players

Cranford Library Posts
Children’s Book Sale
CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library’s Children’s Department will host a used book sale from
June 22 to June 27.
Children’s items, including books,
DVDs, games and other merchandise, will be available for purchase in
the library’s Raddin Room.
Sale hours are Saturday, June 22,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Monday through
Thursday, June 24 to 27, 10 a.m. to 7
p.m. The Thursday sale day is Bag
Day, when customers may stop by
and fill a bag for $5. The Cranford
Public Library is located at 224 Walnut Avenue.

as well as an opportunity for advanced beginners and intermediatelevel players to be on the court, with
state or club champions who will
provide tips,” said Roots & Wings
Event Chairman Joe Masterson.
“This fun event is open to the public,
so we hope lots of tennis players and
friends will join us.”
To learn more about this benefit
event or for a sign-up link, email
joemasterson1@gmail.com, visit
rootsandwingsnj.org, or call Mr.
Masterson at (908) 403-8621.
Roots & Wings, headquartered in
Morris County, expanded into Union
County in 2014. Its mission is to
provide aged-out foster youth with
safe housing, educational support,
case management, counseling and life
skills in order to empower motivated
individuals toward self-sufficiency.

We’ll Help You
Get Your Business
in the Spotlight!
Call the Leader/Times:

908-232-4407
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Goods & Services Directory
Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755
OLIVER A

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

PAVING
Driveways • Parking Lots
Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

908-753-7281

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering
Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

ANGELO QUERQUES
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks
Steps
Culture Stone
Water Proofing
Phone: 973-672-7599
Cell: 973-222-7335

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425
Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com
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See Several Season Wrap-ups
Scheduled for June 20 Edition

THE WEEK

IN

WF GIRLS 4TH 4X8, BOYS 5TH 4X8; SPF LEIGH 5TH 400

4x800 at 9:38.18.
UC Vikings Khamil Evans, Avery
Jordan, Felicia Quainoo and Sydney
Tucker took top honors in the 4x100
at 47.05. Vikings Evans, Leena
Morant, Chi Nkulume and Jordan finished second in the 4x400 at 3:49.31.
Morant took second in the 800 with a
time of 2:08.91 and Tucker finished
fourth in the 100 at 11.97. Nkulume
finished seventh in the 400 at 56.76
and SPF Raider Julia Jackson finished 11th at 56.94.
Blue Devil Julia Csorba took 10th
in the 400 hurdles at 1:02.5. AL
Johnson Crusader Carly Tarentino
placed third in the high jump with a
height of 5-6 and teammate Natalya
Torres placed ninth with a height of
5-4. UC Viking Quainoo placed seventh in the triple jump with a distance of 38-0.25 and Cranford Cougar Sasha Knapp placed 22nd with a
distance of 35-11.5. Knapp also had
a leap of 16-6.5 to place 20th in the
long jump.
For the boys, Blue Devils Will Loggia, Ronnie Melao, James

McCutcheon and Cooper Brennan
finished fifth in the 4x800 at 8:00.36.
Summit Hilltoppers Ahmad Samuels,
Maxim Yurkov, Will Lusty and Jacob
Pantoya finished eighth at 8:02.54.
Blue Devils Jake Saltzer, Ajay Olson,
Steve Zucker and Will Surks finished
sixth in the 4x400 at 3:20.83.
Raider Leigh finished fifth in the
400 with a time of 48.59, while Saltzer
finished ninth at 49.73 and Olson
finished 14th at 49.13. Blue Devil
Griffin Rooney placed 18th in the
javelin with a toss of 166-9 and Raider
Kyle Estivene finished 15th in the
110 hurdles at 14.62. UC Viking Elijah
Brown crossed third in the 800 at
1:54.53 and teammate Myles
Plummer finished ninth at 1:56.15.
Viking Duru Uchenna took third in
the discus with a toss of 175-10, while
Elizabeth’s Ali Mujeeb took fifth at
173-6. Viking Conor Reilly placed
fifth in the pole vault with a height of
15-0. Viking Connor Cooper finished
14th in the 200 at 22.1 and Summit
Hilltopper Pantoya finished 15th in
the 1,600 at 4:22.01.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

SPORTS

Page 9

Sports Section
Pages 9-12

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Hamilton Gets Third in 1600
At Track Meet of Champions
Westfield High School sophomore
Katie Hamilton placed third in the
1,600 meters, Sam Stravach placed
sixth in the javelin and the girls 4x800
team placed fourth, while the Blue
Devil boys placed fifth in the 4x800
and sixth in the 4x400 at the Track &
Field Meet of Champions held in
Columbus on June 8. Scotch PlainsFanwood Raider senior Jacob Leigh
finished fifth in the 400 meters.
Hamilton recorded a time of 4:53.86
to finish third ahead of Union Catholic Viking Jerika Lufrano, who crossed
the line fourth at 4:57.4. Stravach had
a personal-best throw of 131-4 to get
her sixth placement in the javelin.
Stravach also placed 19th in the discus with a toss of 118-7. In the 4x800,
UC Vikings Ashleigh Patterson, Morgan Jackson, Lufrano and Morgan
Williams finished third at 9:22.01
followed by Blue Devils Caroline
Collins, Isabel Boufarah, Hamilton
and Sarah Hacker at 9:27.01. Summit
Hilltoppers Caroline Moy, Katya
Wardle, Lara Cota and Sofia
Monserrat finished seventh in the
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AN ALL-STAR DAY...The 12-year old Red All-Stars and the White All-Stars pose for photos after the Westfield Majors
All-Star Game held at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on June 8.

B & L GERNE, DALY, ZIPPLER, COMO, McCORMACK RULE ‘O’

‘Red’ & ‘White’ Teams Clash
In WF Majors All-Star Classic
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Having fun was indeed the theme
when the Red All-Stars clashed with
the White All-Stars during the
Westfield Majors Annual All-Star
Game at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield
on June 8. It was a free-swinging,
free-wheeling, free-for all event that
consisted of two three-inning games.
The Red All-Stars got a major jump to
win Game 1, 17-1, but Game 2 turned
out to be a 4-4 draw.
Each team introduced a new pitcher
every inning and all of the participants got to play multiple positions.

The players also got a free hand at
testing their skills as a first base coach
or a third base coach, so gutsy base
running was encouraged.
The White team worked with 14
players: Charlie McCormack, Aaron
Ives, Austen Halleran, Luke Bracco,
Tyler Pietrewicz, Breaden Trajkovski,
Logan Martel, Liam Garrett, Brendan
Kelly, Cecco LoGrippo, Bennett
Ayala, Gavin Dwyer, Ted McCue and
Evan Bauer. The Red team consisted
of Billy Gerne, Josh Schneider, Ryan
Daly, Luke Gerne, Josh Greenwood,
Jake Park, John Sica, Grant Como,
Jake Alfano, Colin Williard, Brody

Henderson and Toby Zippler.
Over the course of the two games,
there was only one strikeout recorded
in the 44 plate appearances, which
included eight walks. Billy Gerne went
3-for-3 with a double and a walk,
scored three times and had two RBI.
Luke Gerne also had three hits with a
double, an RBI and two runs scored.
Daly singled twice, doubled, scored
twice and had three RBI. In his two
plate appearances, Zippler doubled
twice, walked, scored three times and
had three RBI. Como singled, had a
two-run double and scored twice.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

PARK POKES WINNING RBI; SICA SCORES WINNING RUN

Rangers Shock Athletics, 6-5,
In Game 3 for Majors Crown

Dale Horton for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLACING AT THE MOC...Blue Devil sophomore Katie Hamilton, left, placed third in the 1,600 and Jake Saltzer, along with
Ajay Olson, Steve Zucker and Will Surks finished sixth in the 4x400 at the Meet of Champions in Columbus, NJ on June 8.

DeCLERICO, PLICK, SHRINER, MURPHY LED IN OFFENSE

By DAVID B. CORBIN

Cougars’ Strong Mix Resulted
In Division Title, 17-5 Record
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nearly the entire lineup from the
2018 squad returned for this year’s
Cranford High School baseball team
and the results were good as the Cougars captured the Union County Conference Watchung Division crown
with an 8-1 record and finished with a
17-5 overall record. Unfortunately
for the Cougars, two one-run losses
denied them their quest for a Union
County Tournament (UCT) title and a
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 title.
The Cougars received the top seed for
the UCT but they were stunned in the
quarterfinals, 3-2, by the Summit
Hilltoppers. As the third seed in the
sectional tournament, they were nipped
2-1 by Somerville when the Pioneers
scored twice in the top of the seventh

inning then held on for the win. The
Cougars’ other three losses were to New
Providence, 4-2, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF), 7-6, and Bayonne, 8-1.
The Cougars began their season by
reeling off five straight victories —
SPF (6-5), Union (5-0), AL Johnson
(4-0), Westfield (9-5), Elizabeth (52) — before experiencing their first
loss to New Providence. The Cougars
rebounded with a big 7-4 victory over
the Governor Livingston Highlanders and went on to defeat Memorial,
Linden, Union again, Union Catholic
and Westfield again.
After their loss to Summit in the
UCT, the Cougars beat Elizabeth then
bounced the Hilltoppers, 12-2, in a
regular-season game. Next came solid
victories over St. Peter’s Prep (9-4),
St. John Vianney (9-2), Roselle Park

(13-3) and Iselin Kennedy (7-0) before closing out their season with the
loss to Somerville.
The Cougars had a fine mix of
seniors and underclassmen on their
squad and nearly all of them were
schooled properly in the art of base
running. The Cougars amassed 100
stolen bases, which included numerous double steals and they also pulled
off many successful suicide squeezes.
Senior right fielder Jamie Shriner,
a four-year starter, who batted primarily in the leadoff spot, led the team in
runs scored with 24 and finished with
a .393 batting average (BA) going 24for-61, which included five doubles,
two triples, two home runs and 14
RBI. Shriner, who was walked eight
times and hit by a pitch three times,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jake Park rose to the occasion and
lined an RBI single to leftfield allowing John Sica to dash home with the
winning run in the bottom of the sixth
inning to earn the top-seeded Rangers
a 6-5 come-from-behind victory over
the fifth-seeded Athletics in Game 3 of
the Westfield Majors best-of-three
championship series at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield on the 75th anniversary of D-Day, June 6. The Athletics
had won Game 1, 9-7, but the Rangers
came back to win Game 2, 14-6, to set
up the final showdown.
Both teams appeared to bring their
full contingents. The Rangers’ lineup
consisted of Billy Gerne, Sica, Luke
Gerne, Brody Henderson, Park, Lance
Alexander, Ryan Daly, Dylan Singer,
Alex Singer, Jack Hill, Ryan Moye
and Jack Garguilo. The Athletics’
lineup consisted of Sam Esposito,
Luke Bracco, Tyler Pietrewicz,
Braedon Trajkovski, Logan Martel,
Austin Halleran, Liam Morris, Charlie
McCormack, Aiden Carlucci, Zach
Fernandes, Kueijiro Tanaka and Zach
Latessa.
The Rangers accumulated the majority of their offensive production

from the top-five batters in their
lineup, with the exception of Hill,
who batted in the 10 spot and singled
in both of his at-bats. Leadoff hitter
Billy Gerne went 2-for-3 with a double
and scored twice. Sica singled, walked
twice and scored twice. Luke Gerne

rapped an RBI single, scored once
and was intentionally walked.
Henderson singled, had two RBI and
scored once, and Park finished 2-for3 with a double and two RBI.
For the Athletics, McCormack in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOME SAFELY...Ranger Luke Gerne, No. 5, slips home safely in the fourth
inning as Athletics catcher Logan Martel scrambles for the ball.

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!
Whether Buying or Selling, I Will Help Bring Your
Real Estate Transaction to a Successful Conclusion!
Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate
Immediate Reply Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com
www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555
David B. Corbin (April 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING HIM HONEST...Cougar first baseman Aidan Plick keeps Governor Livingston Highlander Drew Compton
honest during a game at Memorial Field in Cranford in April. The Cougars beat GL, 7-4.

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."
FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM
CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

7-11 of Garwood

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

309 North Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 on Central Ave

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

800 Central Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Gashouse Gorillas Take Pair
From Rao in Men’s Softball

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLOWING INTO SECOND BASE...Rangers base runner Ryan Daly plows into second base as Athletics shortstop Luke
Bracco stretches to get the throw from the catcher in the fifth inning of Game 2 at Gumbert 2 Field on June 5.

LUKE GERNE HOMERS; PIETREWICZ 2-RUN DOUBLE

Rangers Jolt Athletics, 14-6,
In Westfield Majors Game 2
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Game 2 of the Westfield Majors 12year old Championship series quickly
began in the Rangers’ favor and despite some late-inning nudges by the
fourth-seeded Athletics remained that
way in a 14-6 victory at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield on June 5. The Athletics won Game 1, 9-7, so Game 3
scheduled for June 6 (the 75th anniversary of D-Day) would decide which
team would earn the title.
Due to the threat of rain, the coaches
decided to begin the game nearly an
hour early, so the actual account of the
Rangers’ seven-run outburst in the first
inning would be sketchy. Fortunately
there would be no rain outburst.
The participants for the Rangers
were Billy Gerne, John Sica, Luke
Gerne, Brody Henderson, Jake Park,
Lance Alexander, Ryan Daly, Dylan
Singer, Alex Singer, Jack Hill and Ryan
Moye. The competitors for the Athletics were Sam Esposito, Luke Bracco,
Tyler Pietrewicz, Brady Trajkovski,
Logan Martel, Austin Halleran, Liam
Morris, Charlie McCormack, Aiden
Carlucci, Zach Fernandes, Zach
Latessa and Kueijiro Tanaka.
The Rangers certainly did get the
jump on the Athletics with seven runs
in the top of the first inning. The
outburst was highlighted by a series
of walks and some errors but especially a two-run home run from number three hitter Luke Gerne with leadoff hitter Billy Gerne on base. Luke
Gerne would finish the game 2-for-3
with a walk, two RBI and two runs
scored.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

With Dylan Singer on the mound,
the Rangers got all three Athletics
batters out in the bottom of the first.
Luke Gerne beat out an infield single
in the second inning and stole second
base but Athletics pitcher Liam Morris got the next two batters to pop up
to shortstop Bracco.
In the bottom of the second inning,
the Athletics scored their first run.
Trajkovski hammered a leadoff
double down the leftfield line then he
would score when Halleran’s grounder
got past the third baseman. Morris
and Carlucci would add singles in the
inning but would be unable to score
when shortstop Billy Gerne scooped
a sizzling grounder and tagged second for the third out.
The Rangers answered with a run in
the third inning to make the score 8-1.
Daly drew a walk and stole second
base. Dylan Singer laid down a perfect
bunt single as Daly advanced to third.
Alex Singer slapped a groundout to
second that allowed Daly to score. Hill
would follow with a walk but Moye
popped up to short for the third out.
The Athletics’ bats began to come
alive in the bottom of the fourth inning. Pietrewicz singled, stole second
and strutted to third on a balk call,
while Trajkovski was hit by a pitch.
Pietrewicz scored when Martel’s
grounder to second was mishandled.
In the meantime, Trajkovski was
gunned down attempting to steal third
base. Halleran got aboard safely on a
slow grounder and Morris loaded the
bases with a walk. McCormack followed with an RBI groundout to short
to make the score 8-3.
The Rangers had some fire power
also and plated a pair of runs in the
fifth but it took a little while.
Henderson plopped an infield single

then stole second. He would later get
tagged out attempting to steal home
on a passed ball. Park grounded to the
first baseman, who tossed to the
pitcher covering first for the second
out. Alexander reached first on an
error, stole second, dashed to third on
a passed ball then scored on another
passed ball. Daly followed with a
bouncing single to left and scooted to
second on a wild pitch. Dylan Singer
singled but drew a throw from the
shortstop and the ball sailed offcourse, allowing Daly to score the
second run.
Trailing 10-3, the Athletics inched
closer by scoring three times in the
fifth to narrow the margin to 10-6 and
it all began with two outs. Latessa
plopped an infield single just in front
of the first baseman. Esposito walked
and Bracco slashed an RBI single to
right field. Pietrewicz stepped to the
plate and whacked a two-run double
to deep right field.
Not sure if their four-run lead would
hold, the Rangers unloaded with four
more insurance runs in the sixth and it
began with Moye’s looping single.
After Moye swiped second, Billy
Gerne moved him to third with a
sacrifice bunt. Sica walked then when
he went to steal second, he drew a
throw from the catcher but Moye
alertly scored and Sica skipped to
third. Luke Gerne walked. Henderson
struck out but the ball was dropped.
When the catcher threw to first for the
out, Sica slipped across the plate.
Park walked then Alexander’s looping single over short allowed Luke
Gerne and Park to score.
The Athletics’ went down 1-2-3 in
the sixth to set up Game 3.
Rangers
Athletics
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CASE #PB19-02
In accordance with the ordinances of the
Borough of Garwood, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, NOTICE is hereby
given that 345 South Avenue, LLC, Applicant, has filed an application (Case #PB192) seeking the following: 1) relief from
§106-114 of the Garwood Land Use Code
–Off-Street Parking pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40:55D-70 C(1) (C(1) variance) of the New
Jersey Municipal Land Use Law; 2) a request for Waiver of Site Plan pursuant to
Borough of Garwood Land Use Code §1673; and 3) the lifting of restrictions on
residential use on the second and third
floors imposed by the Planning Board as a
condition of approval for a use variance
and site plan approval as memorialized in
a Resolution of the Planning Board dated
December 14, 2005.
The Applicant seeks to change the use
of the second and third floors from office to
residential/apartment, a permitted use. The
Applicant seeks waiver of site plan because there will be no change to the foot
print of the existing structure. The property
has six (6) existing off-street parking
spaces. The Applicant seeks a C(1) variance because the available off-street parking on the Applicant’s property is less than
required by §106-114 of the Garwood Land
Use Code. The applicant seeks the lifting
of the conditions restricting residential use
on the second and third floor, as the first
floor use is no longer office and the use on
the first floor is a permitted use.
The property is designated Block 404,
Lot 3, and in the General Business District
as shown on the Borough of Garwood Tax
Map. The property has an address of 345
South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey.
The Planning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this application on June 26,
2019 at 7:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers
of the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey. Any person
or persons affected by this application will
have an opportunity to present any objections to the application. The Board does,
however, have the right to exclude repetitious testimony.
All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public, Monday
through Friday, between the hours of 9:00
AM to 4:00 PM in the office of the Municipal
Clerk, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey.
Applicant:
345 South Avenue, LLC
1515 East Elizabeth Avenue
Linden, New Jersey 07036
Attorney for Applicant:
Richard J. Brightman, Esq.
23 North Avenue, East
Cranford New Jersey 07016
1 T - 06/13/19, The Leader Fee: $56.61

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004312-19
FILE NO. 26386-19

BETH and concerns premises commonly
known as 543 WALNUT STREET, ELIZABETH, New Jersey.
YOU, NADIA DESOUSA, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on November 6, 2002, a child
support judgment was entered in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Essex County,
by Nadia Desousa against Manuel Lopes.
Said judgment was entered as Judgment
No. J-262755-2002, CS34382648A. Said
judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s
lien.
YOU, MARIA C. LOPES, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on March 4, 2009, a child support
judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Hudson County, by Maria C
Lopes against Manny H Lopes. Said judgment was entered as Judgment No. J059382-2009, CS82594857B. Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, EVA A LOPES, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on February 2, 2010, a child
support judgment was entered in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Union County,
by Eva A Lopes against Manuel Lopes.
Said judgment was entered as Judgment
No. J-030243, CS90072488A. Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, PINTO D’ORO AKA PINTO DORO
INC, are made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because on March 31,
2010, a judgment was entered in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen County,
by Pinto D’Oro aka Pinto Doro Inc and
Virgilio Henriques a/k/a Virgilio Henriquez
against Abbi Corp and Manuel Lopes disclosing a debt in the amount of $40,000.00,
plus interest and costs. Said judgment was
entered as Judgment No. J-088693-2010.
Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, DANIEL SANTOS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on June 28, 2017, a judgment
was entered in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Middlesex County, by Daniel
Santos against Manuel Lopes and Tri State
Concrete Systems disclosing a debt in the
amount of $79,221.74. Said judgment was
entered as Judgment No. J-101380-2017.
Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: June 7, 2019
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 6/13/19, The Leader Fee: $105.06

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
NADIA DESOUSA; MARIA C.
LOPES; EVA A LOPES; PINTO
D’ORO AKA PINTO DORO
INC; DANIEL SANTOS
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which US BNK FOR TOWER DBW VI
2016-1 is the plaintiff and ANDREIA DA
SILVEIRA, ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-004312-19 within
thirty-five (35) days after June 13, 2019
exclusive of such date. If you fail to answer
or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may communicate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:
1. A certain tax certificate 15-00336,
sold on 6/6/2016, dated 6/14/2016, and
was recorded on 8/9/2016 in Book 14133
at Page 43, made by PAUL N. LESNIAK,
Collector of Taxes of ELIZABETH, and
State of New Jersey to US BNK FOR
TOWER DBW VI 2016-1 and subsequently
assigned to plaintiff, US BNK FOR TOWER
DBW VI 2016-1. This covers real estate
located in ELIZABETH, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT
1379.A ADTL LOTS SUBDIV (12-1379)
BLOCK 12 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of ELIZA-

The Gashouse Gorillas swept a
double header from Raos, taking
Game 1, 11-5, and following that up
with a 13-9 win in Game 2 during
Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League
action. The double dip was played on
June 5 at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains. Veteran ace Carlos Rego
pitched his way to both victories for
the Gashouse gang.
The Gorillas rallied from a 2-0 deficit, scoring three in the bottom of the
first to take a 3-2 lead. Alberto Cortez
delivered an RBI on a sac fly and
scored a run later in the inning. Cortez
was the hitting star of the game for
Gashouse Gorillas. He launched a
three-run home run over the leftfield
fence in the bottom of the third inning
to give Gashouse a 6-2 lead.
Rao rallied in the top of the fourth
inning. Degnan plated two runs with an
inside the park home run. Ryan DePaul
blasted a solo home run to straight away
centerfield to make it 6-5.
Gashouse Gorillas tacked on five
runs in the bottom of the sixth inning
to extend to an 11-5 lead. Pete Corvelli
had an RBI single. Rego had a sacrifice RBI. Mike Waters had the big hit,
driving in two runs with a single to
right field. Rego did the rest, setting
the Rao batters down 1-2-3 in the
seventh to secure the win.
In Game 2, Gashouse Gorillas over-

came a 7-4 deficit by erupting for nine
runs in the top of the sixth inning on
their way to a 13-9 victory. Rego
drove in what turned out to be the
winning run with an RBI single to
right during the decisive rally. Nick
Buontempo had a two-RBI double
and Jason Hoynoski also doubled in a
run in the inning.
Gashouse took a 1-0 lead in the top
of the first on a sac fly RBI to center
by Cortez that scored Jason Hoynoski
from third. Hoynoski had led off the
game with a single. Rao came back to
tie the game at 1-1 in the bottom of the
inning off of an RBI double by Dan
Corduva.
The Gorillas took a 2-1 lead in the
third when Jason Hoynoski delivered
a leadoff solo homer over the right
field fence. Rao answered in the bottom of the inning by scoring five runs
to take a 6-2 lead. DePaul brought in
the first run with a sac fly to left that
tied the game. Corduva drove in the
go-ahead run with a single to rightcenter that scored speedy Zach Carrow
all the way from first base. Then Matt
Ridge delivered the big hit by crushing a three run homer over the
centerfield fence.
Gashouse got a pair of runs back in
the fourth after Waters came through
with a two-run single past second to
make it 6-4. But Rao extended the
lead to 7-4 when DePaul blasted a
colossal solo home run high over the

leftfield fence to make it 7-4 in the
bottom of the fifth inning. It was the
second home run of the day for
DePaul.
“I needed to do that with runners on
base,” said DePaul.
Gashouse erased the deficit and
then some with its nine-run outburst
in the sixth inning. Corvelli and Matt
Hoynoski led off with singles, setting
the stage for Pat Peterpaul to deliver
an RBI double off the left-centerfield
fence, making it 7-5. Mookie Fronczak
and Waters came through with RBI
singles that tied the game at 7-7. Rego
then knocked in the go-ahead run
with a single to right. Jason Hoynoski
(RBI double) and Buontempo (2 run
double) kept the inning going. Cortez
also doubled in a run to give Gashouse a 13-7 lead.
Rao did not go down without a
fight. In their final at-bats, DePaul
knocked in a run with a double down
the leftfield line to make it a 13-8
game. Carrow punched a bloop double
into short centerfield that scored another run. But Rao could not get any
more runs across the plate.
It was a productive day for Gashouse Gorillas who collected a pair of
come from behind victories, while
improving to 4-1 on the young season.
“That is why you play this game,”
said Waters. “You never know what
could happen. Games are never over
until the final out is recorded.”

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING IT A COMPETITIVE 2 GAMES...The members of team Rao made it a competitive double header against the big,
bad Gashouse Gorillas in Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League action at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on June 5.

St. George Pulls Away From
St. Sebastian St. Bart’s Softball
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The St. George bats came alive late
during a 16-8 win over St. Sebastian
in a St. Bart’s Oldtimers Angels Division softball match-up played on June
6 at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.
Leading 6-5, St. George put five runs
on the board in the bottom of the fifth
and added five more in the bottom of
the sixth to stretch out to a 16-7 advantage. The game amounted to a
battle of attrition for two teams
hobbled by early season injuries.
St. Sebastian got off to the early
lead by notching a pair of runs in the
top of the first inning but St. George
came back with five runs in their half
of the inning. A big hit came from
Geoff Dickstein, who dropped a bloop

single into left field that scored Frank
Samuelian for the first run. Donald
Rinaldo tied the game with a sacrifice
ground out. James Richey delivered a
two-run double into the leftcenterfield gap.
St. George tacked another run on in
the bottom of the second on Rick
Wustefeld’s RBI single making it a 62 advantage. St. Sebastian pitcher
Mike Kozlowski settled in and held
the St. George offense scoreless over
the course of the next two innings as
his teammates clawed their way back
into the contest.
Kozlowski got it started himself by
getting a run across in the third with
an RBI single past first base that made
it a 6-3 ball game. St. Sebastian crept
closer with a two-out rally in the fourth.

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:
ST. BART’S STANDINGS:
TEAM
W L
T
Pct
St. George
3 1
.750
St. Joseph
4 2
.667
St. Anthony
3 2
.600
St. Vincent
2 2
.500
St. Sebastian
2 2
1 .500
St. Wolfgang
3 3
.500
St. Michael
2 4
.333
St. Francis
0 3
1 .125

St. Wolfgang 8, St. Anthony 7
Trailing 5-1 after three innings, St.
Wolfgang erupted for six runs in the
4th inning and held out for the victory
over St. Anthony. John Greenblatt,
Ed DeFrancesco and “Sweet” Lou
Messano (4-4, 3RBI) paced the Ant’s
offense in jumping out to an early
lead. The Wolfies, led by Russ
Voorhees, Tommy Ulichny, Tom Fazio
(3-4, 3RBI) and Paul Bifani, put up a
six spot in the 4th inning to take the
lead. Wolfgang pitcher “Easy” Ed
Fernandez silenced the St. Anthony
bats in the late frames.
St. Joseph 5, St. Vincent 4
St. Joes seized victory in dramatic
walk-off fashion, thanks to a walk-off
single from Billy Mellone to topple
St. Vincent. The Vinnies scored three
runs in the top of the seventh inning to
make things interesting against early
Labor Day favorite St. Joes, but the
Joeys pulled it out in the end. Tom
Swales, Mellone, Dave Merkel, Chris

San Juan and Bill Scheiner all managed multiple hits for St Joes. Mike
DiBella and Chris “Rock” Sarna each
racked up multiple hits for the Vinnies.
St. Michael 17, St. Francis 10
After a competitive and contentious
start with several close plays and emotions running high, St. Mikes scored
nine runs in the 5th inning to silence St.
Francis. Both teams were seeing the
ball well as St. Michael racked up 28
hits, while St. Francis had 20. Skipper
Chris Paterek, Brian Weber, Daryl “Can
we get this guy out?” Palmieri, Bryan
Healy and Glen Gang all had at least
three hits for St. Mike’s. The Frannies
offense was led by Gus Alvarez, the
LoBrace brothers — Joe and Ben, Al
Betau and Howie Bialos.
St. George 16, St. Sebastian 8
With a narrow 6-5 lead after four
innings, St. George scored 5 runs in
the fifth and another 5 runs in the sixth
to blow the game open. Bryan Munoz
(3-5, 4RBI), Rick Wustefeld (4-5,
3RBI), Frank Samuelian, Geoff
Dickstein, Mike D’Amato, James
Richey and Erik Hastrup all managed
multiple hits to pace the George offense. St Sebastian collected 16 hits
on the day. Francis Vecchione, Steve
Burton, Wells Pikaart, Larry Szenyi
and Karl Grossmann all collected
multiple hits for St Sebastian.

Steve Burton came through with an
RBI single to center and Pete
Chemidlin got another run across with
a sac fly to center cutting the deficit to
6-5.
But St. George roared back in the
bottom of the fifth inning plating five
big runs. Starting pitcher Bryan
Munoz got things going with an RBI
single off the glove of St. Sebastian
second baseman Larry Szenyi. Erik
Hastrup followed with an RBI single
to right that made it 8-5. Wustefeld
was next and he belted a two-run
triple into the right centerfield gap.
Dickstein got another run home with
a sac grounder to short for an 11-5
lead.
St. Sebastian got a couple back in
the sixth. A couple of errors and a
walk allowed St. Sebastian to load the
bases with no outs. Chemidlin got a
run across when he reached on another error. Karl Grossmann brought
home another run with a two-out infield single to make it 11-7. But St.
Sebastian could get no closer.
St. George continued to pad the
lead in the bottom of the sixth. Munoz
had the big hit with a three-run inside
the park homer that made it 14-7.
Richey also had an RBI single in the
inning.
Trailing 16-7 going into their final
at bat, St. Sebastian needed monstrous rally to force extra innings.
They managed to load the bases with
two outs. Steven Pirella delivered an
RBI single but the rally stopped there
when Munoz was able to retire
Kozlowski on a ground ball back to
the circle to end the game.
With the victory St. George improved to 3-1 on the season. The loss
dropped St. Sebastian to 2-2-1 for the
young season.
St. Sebastian
St. George

201 202 1
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Cougars’ Strong Mix Resulted in Division Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

was second on the team in stolen bases
with 16. He will play football at Springfield College (Mass.) in the fall.
“He was a four-year starter and had
an unbelievable career with us. He is
a very talented athlete and contributed much to the Cranford program,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffery said.
Senior second baseman Tyler
Szczech earned the distinction of being the team’s “Chief Thief” with 24
stolen bases. Szczech finished with a
.340 BA (18-for-53) with two doubles,
16 runs scored, 16 RBI and nine walks.
“Tyler started for us since a sophomore and was a hard worker for the
program. He was responsible for us in
2017 for our state tournament run and
had a great career,” Coach McCaffery
pointed out.
Senior designated hitter Mike
Meola finished with a .351 BA (13for-37) with four doubles, a triple, 13
RBI, six runs scored and five free
passes (1 hit batter).
“Another three-year starter and an
extremely hard worker. He gave everything to the Cranford program,”
Coach McCaffery commented.
Leftfielder Tom Korzeneski received limited time at the plate and
produced three hits, two RBI and five
runs scored.
Several juniors produced some big
numbers at the plate beginning with

first baseman Aidan Plick, who finished with a team-leading .429 BA
going 21-for-49 with six doubles, two
triples and two home runs. He tied for
the lead in RBI with 18 and added 17
runs scored to go with 10 stolen bases
and seven free passes (1 hit batter).
Shortstop Jake DeClerico turned in a
.426 BA with a team-leading 27 hits
in 61 at-bats, which included seven
doubles, three home runs and a triple.
He also had 18 RBI, 19 runs scored
and 12 stolen bases. He also was most
likely to be hit by a pitch with four.
Rangy centerfielder Mike Murphy
finished with a .392 BA (20-for-51, 3
doubles, triple, home run) with 13
runs scored and 13 RBI. He also stole
10 bases, had eight walks and was hit
three times. Catcher Joe Meola had a
.354 BA (17-for-48, 4 doubles, home
run) with 17 RBI, four runs scored, 11
walks and was hit twice.
Sophomore Will Gallagher finished
with a .393 BA (11-for-28) with six
runs scored, six RBI and five walks.
Sophomore leftfielder Marcus
Johnson had a .389 BA (14-for-36, 2
home runs, double) with 11 runs
scored, five RBI, five walks and eight
stolen bases. Used as the major courtesy runner, sophomore Jake Chapman
swiped 10 bases and scored nine runs.
Receiving limited plate appearances,
senior Austin Williams went 1-for-1
and scored twice. Junior Colin Jaros

David B. Corbin (April 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIPING THIRD...Cougar Jamie Shriner dives safely into third base during a
game against Scotch Plains Fanwood at Memorial Field in Cranford.

went 3-for-6 with an RBI and three
runs scored. Junior Jack Jarosz was 1for-1 with an RBI and three runs scored.
Junior Parker Melchoire went 3-for-4
with three runs scored. Sophomore
Aiden Riley went 2-for-3 with three
RBI and a run scored. Freshman Lucca
Limeira went 3-for-5 with an RBI.
The senior-dominated pitching staff
had Jake Van Dam in 28.1 innings,
recording 25 strikeouts, while walking 14 and allowing 25 hits to finish
with a 4-1 record.
“Jake had a great two years and was
another strong contributor. He will go
to Hope College [Michigan] and continue pitching,” Coach McCaffery
revealed.
Kevin Donovan in 43 innings, allowed 26 hits and 11 walks, while
striking out 26 and finishing 4-2 with
a .98 ERA. Donovan will attend James
Madison University.
“He was a three-sport athlete [baseball, basketball, soccer] and threeyear starter. He really helped the team
in the [2017] sectional tournament
run. He was a starter, a reliever, he did
anything you asked,” Coach
McCaffery said.
Jeremy Ruka in 43.2 innings,
yielded 34 hits, nine walks and three
hit batters, while striking out 37 and
finishing with a 6-1 record. Ruka will
continue his pitching career at Stockton University.
“He pitched a no-hitter in the state
tournament. He had a great year and
will pitch in the North/South All-Star
Game on June 11,” Coach McCaffery
said.
Jack McAleavey had six mound
innings and Andrew Dolan had two
mound innings.
“He played football and baseball
and in his two years with us, he gave
some great performances,” Coach
McCaffery said of McAleavey.
Sophomore Joe Carrea in 14 innings, allowed 14 hits, two walks, hit
three batters and struck out 11 to
finish with a 2-1 record. Sophomore
Rob Salvatore experienced one
mound inning.
“They were fun to coach and dedicated. They won the conference and
got the first seed in the Union County
Tournament. They had a great time
with each other,” Coach McCaffery
expressed.

Rangers Shock Athletics, 6-5, for Majors Title
knotted the score with three runs in the
fourth. Billy Gerne banged a leadoff
double to left and would later score on
a throwing error as he attempted to
steal third. Sica walked and would

fice fly to left. Park then stepped to
the plate and lined his game-winning
RBI single to left.
Athletics
Rangers
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‘Red’ & ‘White’ Clash in Majors All-Star Game
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

The “White” team had far less plate
appearances with no batter getting
more than two. McCormack made
good on both of his, pounding out a
pair of singles and scoring twice. Ives
rapped an RBI double and an RBI
single and scored once. Bracco banged
a two-run double, Trajkovski rapped
an RBI single, Halleran singled and
scored once, Ayala tripled and Garrett
singled.
The “White” team scored first in
Game 1 with a run in the top of the
first inning. McCormack poked a leadoff single over second, stole second
base and scored on Ives’ single to
right field.
But the “Red” team brought down
the walls in the bottom of the inning
with seven runs, which involved several hits and very interesting base
running that provoked several throwing errors. It all began with Billy
Gerne’s sharp double to leftfield. Daly
and Luke Gerne also tapped singles

and Greenwood (hit, RBI, run scored)
lofted a fly ball to right field that was
dropped. Park added an RBI sacrifice
fly, Sica walked and Como drove
them both home with his hard double
down the left field line.
The “Red” team added six more
runs in the second beginning with
Henderson’s looping single over first.
Zippler walked then Billy Gerne
hopped a two-run single over second.
Schneider singled to right, Daly lined
an RBI double to center, Luke Gerne
sizzled an infield RBI single and
Greenwood added an RBI groundout.
The “Red” tacked on four more
runs in the third to finalize the scoring
for Game 1. During that span, Como
singled, Alfano drew his second walk,
Williard and Henderson would both
walk and score then Zippler whacked
his two-run double to center and later
scored on a throwing error.
Game 2 featured a higher degree of
sanity and nobody scored until the

“White” team broke it open with four
runs in the top of the second inning.
McCormack got things started by beating out an infield single. Ives lashed an
RBI double to right field. Halleran
singled to left and Bracco bashed a
two-run double to deep left. Trajkovski
yanked an RBI single to right.
The “Red” team quickly answered
with four runs of it own. Williard
plopped a single over short and Zippler
zapped an RBI single over third. Billy
Gerne singled to left then Schneider’s
grounder caused a throwing error,
which allowed Zippler to score. Daly
followed with a two-run single to center. Luke Gerne nearly gave the “Red”
team the lead with a long fly to center
but it was hauled in at the fence.
Neither team scored in the final
inning, so the hand shaking began.
White All-Stars
Red All-Stars
White All-Stars
Red All-Stars

100
764
040
040

1
17
4
4

COLDWELL BANKER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

his two at-bats, singled, reached base
on an error and scored both times.
Trajkovski and Fernandes each poked
RBI singles. Martel singled and scored
once. Hallernan singled, Esposito was

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A LEAP OF FAITH...White All-Star Liam Garrett leaps in an attempt to avoid being tagged out by Red All-Star catcher
Ryan Daly in the third inning of the Westfield Majors All-Star Game at Gumbert 2 Field. Daly made the tag.

Congratulations Westfield East | Top Producers May 2019

5
6

TOP AGENT
Frank D. Isoldi

Jayne Berstein

Gina Suriano Barber

TOP TEAM
Kim Haley Team

Susan Checchio

John Wiley

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A MAJOR THIEF...Athletics base runner Charlie McCormack steals second base as Ranger Brody Henderson makes a tag
in the fifth inning at Gumbert 2 Field on June 6 (75th anniversary of D-Day). McCormack swiped several bases.

hit by a pitch and scored once, and
Carlucci scored once.
The Rangers were placed in a catchup mode from the beginning when the
Athletics scored once in the top of the
first inning and added three more in the
second inning to seize a 4-0 lead. In the
first, Esposito was hit by a pitch then
stole second. Bracco reached first on
an error as Esposito darted to third.
Bracco then added an easy steal of
second. Next came a popup that was
hauled in by shortstop Billy Gerne,
who promptly tagged second to catch
Bracco off base for the second out.
Trajkovski chopped an RBI single over
second but later got gunned down heading to second by catcher Luke Gerne.
The high cards appeared to be in the
Athletics’ hands when they added three
more runs on four hits in the second
inning. Martel hopped a leadoff single
over second and Halleran beat out an
infield single. After Morris popped out
to centerfield, McCormack beat out an
infield single as Martel scored.
McCormack stole second. Carlucci’s
grounder to short was scooped by Billy
Gerne, who fired home in time to get
Halleran at the plate. Carlucci’s attempt to steal second drew a throw but
McCormack, who was at third, streaked
home for the second run. Next,
Fernandes followed with a looping
RBI single over first.
The Rangers finally got on the board
in the bottom of the second when
Henderson, who was on second, scored
on Park’s big double to leftfield. After
the Athletics went down 1-2-3 in the
third and fourth innings, the Rangers

score on Luke Gerne’s single to center.
After Gerne stole second and sped to
third on a wild pitch, he would score on
Henderson’s infield grounder. Further
damage was halted on great plays by
McCormack at short and Fernandes at
second.
In the Athletics’ fifth, McCormack,
who reached on an error, stole second
and third then baited the catcher in an
attempted pickoff. Instead he headed
for home and scored the go-ahead run.
Neither teams scored in their respective half innings until the Rangers came to the plate in the decisive
bottom of the sixth. The first batter
grounded out to short. Billy Gerne
followed with a single to left then
stole a pair of bases. Sica walked then
stole second putting runners in scoring position with one out. Luke Gerne
was intentionally walked then
Henderson brought Billy Gerne home
with the tying run by lofting a sacriPUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is herby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on Aril
24, 2019 granted approval to Richard
Hagopian for setback and improvement
coverage variance related to a home addition, driveway expansion and rear yard
patio, for property at 102 Willoughby Road,
Fanwood, being Block 29 and Lot 14.
Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Borough Hall during normal business hours.
Richard Hagopian
102 Willoughby Road
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 06/13/19, the Times
Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed
proposals will be received by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education, Union
County, New Jersey, for
LEASE PURCHASE FINANCING
The official bid opening will be held at the
Business Administrator’s office of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education, 512 Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076, at 1 PM, prevailing time,
Tuesday, June 25, 2019, at which time
they will be publicly opened and read aloud.
The bids must be clearly marked on the
envelope “Tax-Exempt Lease Purchase
Bid,” and must contain, inter alia, the name
and address of the bidder, and the date
and hour of bid opening.
Bidders are required to comply with all
requirements of the Public Schools Contracts Law, NJSA 18A:18-1, et seq., P.L.
1975, c.127 (N.J.A.C. 17:27) and with all
other Federal Laws and New Jersey Statutes not specified herein.
Bid Specifications can be obtained by
contacting Phoenix Advisors, LLC (609)
291-0130. Bids must be on the proposal
form and in the manner designated in the
bid specifications. No bid may be withdrawn for a period ending thirty (30) days
after the bid opening. Faxed bids will not
be accepted.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education reserves the right to reject any
and all bids or to waive any informalities in
the bidding if it is in the best interest of the
Board of Education to do so.
By Order of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education.
Deborah Saridaki
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 06/13/19, The Times
Fee: $40.29

Westfield | $1,379,000
Beautiful 4BR, 4+BA home situated on priv
cul-de-sac, emanating utmost in design, style
& smarthome automation. Come See!
Search 3559303 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $1,220,000
Better than new 4 BR, 2+BA custom Colonial
boasts approx 5,000 sq. ft. of living space
upgraded rich millwork. Fantastic!
Search 3560705 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $959,000
Amazing 12-yr-young 4BR, 2.2 bth open &
airy Colonial w/inviting front porch located on
a quiet, prof. manicured property.
Search 3560531 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $775,000
Sitting up above the street, this move in
ready Colonial checks all of the boxes. 4 BR
upstairs & 2 full baths. EIK, Lg DR.
Search 3561377 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $659,000
Beautiful 3BR/3BA Ranch home. Totally renovated. New Kitchen, great open floorplan.
Bright & spacious. Full fin. Basement.
Search 3559661 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $599,900
Charming 3BR English Col. Upon entering
the LR, 2 sets of French doors lead to Family
Room/wet bar opening to brick patio.
Search 3561691 on CBHomes.com

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM WESTFIELD EAST HAS BEEN AMONG THE COMPANY’S TOP OFFICES SINCE 1986.
Westfield East Office 908.233.5555 | 209 Central Avenue | facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield
CB Home Protection Plan 866.797.4788
The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification.
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:
50+ A DIVISION:
TEAM
Deegan Roofing
Joe Max Telecom
Roselle American Legion
Phenomenal Boyz

W
10
7
6
6

L
0
4
5
6

50+ B DIVISION:
TEAM
Linwood Inn
Riverside Inn
Garwood Metal
Contact Lens & Vision
Cranford VFW
Linda’s Driftwood Bar

W
9
6
5
4
4
1

L
3
3
5
5
8
10

L
2
3
9
11

T
1
1

50+ C DIVISION:
TEAM
Advanced Financial
Bad Brains
AJ Jersey
Bob’s Rescue

W
7
6
3
0

Riverside Inn 13, Linwood Inn 9
Riverside plated 6 in the opening
frame. John McClung, Brian Clark,
Ross Pennise and Dennis Maluchnik
(3 hits, 2 RBI each), Paul Newton (3
hits) led Riverside. Joe Sarica (3 hits),
Steve Lerner, Brian Latham, Tim
Mulhall, Mike DiRienzo, Rich Johns,
Shawn Smith and Brian Schaefer (each
with 2 hits) led Linwood.
Deegan Roofing 17, AJ Jersey 1
Peter Appolito’s pitching, Charlie
Collins (3-for-3, 2B, HR, 3RBI), Scott
Mugele, Farlan Alusik, James
Nardello, Kevin Spellman, Nick
Russo and Steve Barba (2 hits each)
led Deegan. The highlight of the night
was Farlan legging out a stand up
triple in the 2nd inning.
JoeMax 16, Phenomenal Boyz 6
JoeMax scored 6 in the first, highlighted by Mike McKenna’s over the
fence, 3-run HR. Both 3-for- were
Tom Ulichny and McKenna (also 3B).
John Deitch and Steve Tansey also
came through for JMT.
Roselle Am. Leg. 24, Contact 17
Ed Rodriquez and Rich Gaul (both
4-for-5), Geno Antonucci, Harold
Zayas and Joe Caliguari (3 hits each)
led Roselle. Matt Kasper (3 doubles),
Joe DeRosa, Dan Righetti, Anthony
Miccio,Anthony Grabowski and Kerry
Gelb (all with 3 hits) led Contact.
GWD Metal 16, Cranford VFW 14
GM scored 4 runs in the 5th and 3
more in the 7th. Ron Kulik (4 hits),
Carey Durrett, Don Montefusco and
Rory Caldwell (3 hits apiece) led the
Metalheads. Carl Gamba, Jerry Veglia
and Robert LaConti paced Cranford
with 4 hits each. Bob Ghiretti made
numerous sparkling plays at 3B.
Advanced Fin. 23, Bob’s Rescue 6

Bruce Crawford (3 RBI), Dave
Morturano (3 RBI), Emil Cocca (4
RBI), Paul Gregory, John Rachko,
Dave Kirsch and Frank Mastrocola
all blasted 3 hits for Advanced.
Bad Brains 21, Linda’s 2 17
Braniac Oswaldo Dominguez
blasted 3 homeruns.
Advanced Fin. 10, Cranford VFW 3
Dave Morturano whacked a basesclearing three-run triple in the 4th for
the victors. Billy Hillyer (3-for-3),
Bruce Crawford (2 RBI), John Rachko
and Dave Kirsch (2 hits each) paced
Advanced. Carl Gamba and Frank
Verducci paced the Cranford VFW
with 3 hits apiece.
JoeMax 17, Roselle Am. Leg. 16
The lead changed hands numerous
times. In the 7th inning, Pat Nigro
started it off as Tommy Ulichny and
Al Genova stroked the hits driving in
the tying and winning runs. Pitcher
Howard Bialos (3-for-3), Ulichny (3for-4) led Telecom’s offense. Mike
Shriner (4 hits, beautiful diving catch),
Gene Antonucci, Ed Rodriguez, Joe
Caliguari and Rich Gaul (3 hits each),
Pat Mooney, Hector Munoz and Bill
Buteau (2 hits apiece) led Roselle.
Riverside Inn 9, Contact Lens 8
Paul McClung (3-run blast) and
Rich Polonitza (HR), Joe Purcell (rally
killing catch in 7th inning with the
tying run on 3rd) led Riverside. Neil
Kaufman (HR over CF fence), Steve
the Wiz and Dr. Joe DeRosa (all 3for-3), along with CJ Jones, Anthony
Miccio and Kerry Gelb all contributed to the Contact attack.
Bad Brains 14, AJ Jersey 12
Jose Cortes (triple) and Vinnie
Cordaro (2 hits) sparked the BB attack. For AJ, Jeff Hoffman and Dave
Rizzo had extra base hits combining
for 4 RBI.
Phenomenal Boyz 29, Garwood 14
The Boyz scored 21 runs in the last
3 innings. Ron Kulik, Tom DeRocco,
Bob D’Meo and Dave Lloyd each
with 3 hits led Garwood.
Linwood Inn 19, Linda’s 2
Joe Sarica, Brian Latham and Mike
DiRienzo (3-for-3), Brian Schaefer
and Slope Rzewski (timely long triples
driving in 8 runs) led Linwood.
Deegan 27, Bob’s Rescue 12
Deeganator Damon Roth made his
inaugural pitching performance.
Farlan Alusik (2-HR, 2B), Charlie
Collins (HR, 3B), Scott Mugele (23B) and Nick Russo (2B, 3B) all were
a perfect 4-for-4.

Union County Senior 60+
Softball League Standings:
60+ A DIVISION:
TEAM
Liberty Lighting Group
American Legion
Yogi’s Boys
Kenilworth VFW
Awnings Galore

W
7
7
5
3
3

L
2
2
2
4
4

60+ B DIVISION:
TEAM
Cranford VFW 2
Avengers
Creative Industries Too
DeBellis Associates

W
7
1
1
0

L
2
6
6
6

Awnings 14 Creative Too 11
Creative captured an 11-10 lead
entering the bottom of the sixth. Awnings answered with a 4-run sixth and
blanked Creative in the 7th. The Awnings bats were led by Danny
Mendoza (3-for-3, 2-2B, 3RBI), Rich
Polonitza (2-for-2, 2-2B, 4RBI), Tom
Pasko (3-for-3, 3B, 3RBI), Mike
Carnevale (2-for-2, 2B), John
Campanella (2-for-2, 2RBI), and
Frank Green (2-for-3, RBI).
Liberty Lighting 29 Avengers 17
LLG’s offense pounded out 34 hits
including 15 extra base hits. Mike
Backus, Don Miller, Lou Balestriere,
Willie Jackson, Andre Thomas and
Rick Pitonzo (all hit HRs). Sal
Iannaconne (3-for-3), Bill Moore, Jeff

Villani, Bob Hoffman, Doc Henley
Black, Richie Krov and Robert Maley
(2 hits each) led Avengers.
American Leg. 11 Cranford VFW 9
Mike DiRienzo, Ed Rodriguez, Jim
McCullough and Chris Paterek fueled an early attack. Pitcher Harry
Streep (2 hits), Ed Kushner and John
Amato (outstanding defense), Glenn
Sytko and Gene Antonucci led the
Legion.
Cranford VFW2 22, Avengers 7
On the short side, Avengers Geno
Raisley had 3 hits, and Jeff Villani
and Richie Krov had two hits each.
Robert Maley’s long triple knocked
in 3 runs.
American Leg. 18 Kenilworth VFW 6
The Legion plated nine runs in the
seventh. Jack Helfrich, Ray Pelesko,
Bob Glassman, Walt Serafyn and
Ralph Genova contributed run scoring hits in the final inning uprising.
Gene Antonucci, Jim McCullough and
Ed Lubas were perfect at the plate.
Yogi’s Boys 15 Liberty Lighting 7
First place LLG saw their hot offense cool, only managing 15 hits.
For Liberty, Mike Backus was 3-for3, Don Shumard 2-for-3, and Bernie
Burkhart 2-for-2.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

Section 184-171 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Pedestrian circulation; Permitted: Paved walkways to be provided; Present: Existing
parking stalls do not include a dedicated
walkway; Proposed: No dedicated walkway for four (4) new parking spaces proposed.
Section 184-168 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance requested: Illumination of parking and loading areas; Illumination Required; Present: Non-compliant;
Proposed: No additional lighting for four
new parking spaces.
Section 118-119.F.5 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance requested: Parking lot plantings required: Proposed: No
interior shade trees or perimeter landscaping is proposed.
Section 118-119.F.9.c.ii of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance requested: Bike
parking Required: Two bike spaces for a
non-residential development; Present:
non-compliant; Proposed: None
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accordance with the rules of the Fanwood Planning Board.
Applicant:
Mega Resort, LLC
57 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
Attorney for Applicant:
Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Esq.
15 Mountain Boulevard
Warren, New Jersey 07059
1 T - 06/13/19, The Times Fee: $80.58

Please take notice that on June 26, 2019
at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 57 & 59 South Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as Block
55 Lot 9.01.01 & 9.01.02, as shown on the
Fanwood Tax Map, owned by Mega Resort, LLC (Lot 9.01.01) & Ray Rodgers (Lot
9.01.02).
The applicant requests preliminary and
final site plan approval in order to expand
an existing dog day care and boarding
facility which is in violation of:
Section 184-119 C.(2) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Minimum side yard; Permitted: 10 feet;
Present: 12.97 feet; Proposed: 0 feet (Lots
9.01.01 and 9.01.02).
Section 184-119 C.(2) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Minimum rear yard; Permitted: 5 feet;
Present: 37.86 feet; Proposed: 0 feet (Lot
9.01.01).
Section 184-119 C.(2) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Maximum lot coverage; Permitted: 80%;
Present: 98.6% (Lot 9.01.01) 100% (Lot
9.01.02); Proposed: 94.4% (Lot 9.01.02).
Section 118-119 F (9)(a) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Offstreet parking; Permitted: 26; Present: 16;
Proposed: 20.
Section 184-163.E of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Driveway side yard setback; Permitted: Minimum of three (3) feet from adjacent property line; Present: Existing parking along
the westerly side of the building which
utilizes off-site pavement for access.; Proposed: An additional four (4) parking
spaces are proposed at the rear of the
property accessible via a 24 foot wide
drive aisle partially located within three (3)
feet of the side property line.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Devil’s Den

Blue Jays’ Bunting
Earns All-American
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Jack Bunting, a 2015 WHS graduate, set a Johns Hopkins University
record this spring with his 13-0 record, the most wins of any Division 3 pitcher in
the country. Photo from April 23, 2015 Devils Den (The Westfield Leader).

Jack Bunting’s senior season on the
Johns Hopkins University baseball
team was quite a surprise. In his first
two years combined, the former WHS
ace and co-captain of the 2015 team
had appeared in 26 total games (five
starts), pitching 65.1 innings with a 43 record.
All he did this spring was go 13-0,
set a school record for wins in one
season, lead all of the country’s D-3
pitchers in victories, help the Blue
Jays to a third-place finish at the Division 3 World Series AND be named
to the ABCA/Rawlings Division 3allAmerica and CoSIDA/Google Cloud
Division 3 Academic all-America
teams. He also earned second team
all-America and second team Academic all-America honors.
Not too shabby for a guy with a
6.51 earned run average as a junior.
His last start came on June 1 against
eventual D-3 national champion Birmingham-Southern in Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. Bunting went 7.1 innings, allowed six hits, three runs, no walks
and struck out eight.
Bunting graduated on May 23 with
degrees in international studies and

political science and carried a 3.76
cumulative GPA. He was previously
named to the CoSIDA/Google Cloud
Academic all-district team and has
been named to the Centennial Conference Academic Honor Roll in each
of his three seasons at Johns Hopkins.
He is the 29th CoSIDA Academic
all-American in Johns Hopkins baseball history. The 29 Academic allAmericans the Blue Jays have produced are tied for the most ever by a
baseball program at any level of the
NCAA. Notre Dame and Bucknell
have also produced 29 all-time Academic all-Americans in baseball.
On the mound, Bunting enjoyed
one of the great seasons in school
history by a Blue Jay pitcher in 2019.
In addition to the 13-0 record, he
finished with a 2.33 ERA and a 1.07
WHIP (whatever that is) with 75
strikeouts against just 10 walks in 85
innings pitched; opponents hit just
.253 against him this season. His ERA
was 6.51 as a junior.
Johns Hopkins finished with a 3713 record this season and claimed its
15th Centennial Conference title before winning NCAA Regional and

Super Regional crowns to earn the
program’s fourth trip to the Division
3 World Series. The third-place finish
is tied for the second best in school
history.
At WHS, Bunting earned two letters in baseball under coach Bob
Brewster. He was 4-1 as a junior in
36.1 innings, and 6-2 as a senior cocaptain in 55 innings.
He played for two coaching legends. Brewster has 641 coaching wins
in 37 seasons, tied with Union’s Gordon LeMatty for second most in Union
County history, behind only
Elizabeth’s Ray Korn (651). At
Hopkins, his coach was Bob Babb,
who has won 1,172 games in 40 years
at Hopkins, No. 4 among active Division 3 coaches.
Bunting continued the recent excellent athletic work of former Blue
Devils at Hopkins. Hannah Kronick
(’11) was a soccer all-American, Lil
Scott (’15) had a 1,000-point basketball career, and Jake Vall-Llobera
(’18) started at defensive end on the
football team last fall as a freshman.
McINTYRE A STAR
Matt McIntyre, who continued
WHS’s history of outstanding
centerfielders the past two springs,
was chosen to play in the Coaches
Senior All-Star Games this past Tuesday at Diamond Nation in Raritan
Township.
McIntyre, who hit .351 as a junior
and senior on WHS teams that reached
one state Group 4 final and one state
Group 4 semifinal, was joined on the
Northeast Team by familiar faces
Danny Wilkinson of Scotch Plains,
Jeremy Ruka of Cranford and Governor Livingston’s Anthony Serretti and
John Grill.
DEVILS AMONG BEST
WHS was ranked No. 21 among
the state’s best public school athletic
programs according to aniche.com
poll. Summit was right behind at No.
22. The ratings are based 50 percent
on a survey of students and parents,
plus championships, sports provided
and student participation.
There are few (if any) teams listed
that WHS would not be favored to
beat in head-to-head competition for
all 27 varsity sports, but these rankings
are created to get ‘hits’ and get people
discussing them. You could easily
make a case that Haddonfield,
Hunterdon
Central,
Ridge,
Moorestown and Bridgewater-Raritan
are all rated far too low.
Here are the top 30, plus some
other familiar foes in the 31-50 range:
1. Wayne Hills, 2. Rumson-Fair
Haven, 3. Pascack Valley, 4. River
Dell, 5. Ramapo, 6. Shawnee, 7.
Montclair, 8. Cherokee, 9. Southern,
10. Middletown South;
11. West Essex. 12. Old Tappan,
13. Roxbury, 14. Washington Township, 15. Jackson Memorial, 16.
Ridgewood, 17. Sparta, 18. Passaic
Tech, 19. Hillsborough, 20. Ocean
City;
21. Westfield, 22. Summit, 23.
Haddonfield, 24. Cedar Creek, 25.
Hopewell Valley, 26. Manasquan, 27.
Piscataway, 28. Rancocas Valley, 29.

Northern Highlands, 30. Hunterdon
Central;
31. Ridge, 34. Moorestown, 37.
South Brunswick, 38. Chatham, 49.
Bridgewater-Raritan.
GREAT SUB DEBATE
The recent Facebook debate about
who had the best submarine sandwiches – the original Duke’s on the
circle or Hershey’s – was quite interesting, and very close. Nearly 200
people responded to the initial post,
and Duke’s was the winner.
Gun to my head, if those were the
only choices, I would take Duke’s,
but it’s close. And in a perfect world
I’d drive the extra half-mile down
South Avenue to where Charlie’s Italian Deli once stood for my yellow
cheese and bologna sub with the works
and peppers on their famous pizza
bread.
AQUATIC GENDER EQUITY
The WHS girls swim team has been
New Jersey’s premier public school
program over the 40-plus years since
it began in 1977. (Vineland, West
Windsor-Plainsboro South and more
recently Bridgewater-Raritan could
debate that.) In fact, their numbers
compare favorably to those put up by
the boys swim program.
The girls have won 462 dual meets,
lost 95 and tied five, for an 82.9
winning percentage. They have won
15 state and 32 county titles, and
they’ve had win streaks of 74 and 64.
Over that same period, the boys
have won 540 dual meets, lost 121
and tied two, for an 81.7 win percentage. They have won 13 state titles and
40 county titles since 1977, and
they’ve had win streaks of 59, 45 and
29, plus their 42-year streak as county
champions from 1957-98.
Since the boys program started in
1934, they have won 882 dual meets,
26 state titles and 63 county championships, all state bests.
ON THIS DATE
1943: George Miller singled in the
13th inning and then stole second,
third and home to lift the Westfield
Hawks to a 4-3 victory over the Elizabeth Athletic Association at
Warinanco Park.
AROUND THIS DATE
June 11, 1967: Donny Anderson
pitched a four-hitter with 12 strikeouts
as the Westfield Merchants beat
Roselle, 3-0, in the Union County
League.
June 11, 2011: WHS fell to
Manalapan 29-14 in the state Group 4
championship game at Toms River
South. Jon Gribbin, James Barry and
Ben Kraus homered for the Blue Devils, who were making the program’s
first title game appearance ever. But
the Braves stroked an unimaginable
32 hits, including 10 doubles and four
home runs.
June 12, 1965: Bruce Wallace broke
his own school record in the pole
vault (12-11¾), Mike Hoffman won
the discus (161-7½) and the mile relay of Rich Selig, Curt Hunt, Ed O’Neil
and Don Mayer broke a 32-year-old
school record with a 3:27.0 at a postseason U.S. Track and Field Federation meet at Highland Park.
June 14, 1981: Kathy Federici, 16,
beat Terry Phelps of Larchmont, N.Y.,
6-2, 7-5 to win the Anne Cumming
Memorial Cup. She became the first
Westfield female to win the event
since Pat Cumming (Stuhler) in 1937.
A year earlier, 13-year-old Eileen Tell
of Aberdeen beat 15-year-old
Federici, 6-4, 6-4 to become the
youngest winner of the Anne
Cumming Memorial Cup.

WESTFIELD 8TH GRADE LAXERS...Pictured, are: front row; Michael Mehler,
Ryan Waldman, Alex Tilyou, Paul Tilyou, John McDonald, Anthony Buoscio,
Daniel Cano, Danny Hazard, Drew Kornfeld and John Veres; back row, Coach
Bill Oakes, Coach Boomer Wertheimer, Trey Brown, Jack O’Connor, Patrick
Ryan, Derek Lam, Dylan Wragg, Simon Thompson, Liam Oakes, Dan Hanlon,
Michael Murphy, Quinn Wojcik and Coach Randy Wojcik

WF 8th Grade Lax Boys
Dominate with 30-3 Record
The Westfield 8th grade boy’s lacrosse team finished the spring season with an impressive 30-3 record.
They were undefeated in the state of
New Jersey and were victorious over
perennial powerhouses from Connecticut (New Canaan, Greenwich,
Darien, Wilton, Westport) and New
York (Garden City). They were also
the first Wesfield teams to claim championships at The Laker Lightning
Classic, the G8 Tournament (3 time
Champions) and the North Jersey Junior Lacrosse League (NJJLL).State
Final.
The Blue Devils were led with a
selfless, blistering attack from Daniel
Cano, John McDonald, Michael
Mehler, Patrick Ryan, Paul Tilyou
and Ryan Waldman. The midfield
pushed transition and was controlled
with dominating ground ball play. The
team featured midfielders: Anthony
Buoscio, Danny Hazard, Drew
Kornfeld, Derek Lam, Michael

Murphy, Alex Tilyou, John Veres and
Dylan Wragg.
On the defensive half of the field,
fundamental, relentless and smothering defensive play came from Trey
Brown, Dan Hanlon, Liam Oakes,
Jack O’Connor and Simon Thompson. Anchoring the team in goal was
Quinn Wojcik with solid ball stopping and quick outlet passing. The
team was coached by Boomer
Wertheimer, Bill Oakes and Randy
Wojcik.
Coach Wojcik noted, “It was a pleasure and privilege to coach these
young men. We are extremely proud
of their development and maturity on
and off the lacrosse field. Their belief
in each other, hard work, and unselfish style of lacrosse was demonstrated
in our record, multiple championships
and level of play. This is a very special group and we expect big things
from them in upcoming years. The
future of Westfield Lacrosse is bright.”

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting held on
June 6, 2019, the Board adopted the following Resolution:

TAKE NOTICE that on the 5th day of
June, 2019 the Planning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:

Jose & Jessica Lopes, 2214 Mountain
Avenue, Block 3002, Lot 4, were approved
to install a 6 foot high fence along the Pearl
Place side of the aforementioned property.

1. Application PBA-17-00004: The
Planning Board voted to not recommend
the request from Hartz Mountain Industries Inc., to rezone (§ 136-59 et seq.) the
property designated on the tax map of the
Township of Cranford as Block 541 Lot 2 in
the C-3 Zone, the same being known as
750 Walnut Avenue, to eliminate the current office and warehouse use in favor of
multi- family residential use.

A copy of said Resolution has been filed
in the office of the Board and/or the office
of the Municipal Clerk and is available for
public inspection during regular business
hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 06/13/19, The Times Fee: $18.36

Donna Pedde
Secretary
1 T - 06/13/19, The Leader Fee: $18.36

A VERY “CHEERY” FIRST...East Coast Elite Blackout took first place in the US
Finals which took place in Providence, RI. The team was led by Westfielders
including Olivia Donofrio, Alexa Kopolow, Lexi Vietes, Gwen Sabato, Emma
Clark, Kelly Wright and Courtney Quallis. Six months of hard work and
qualifications paid off when they took home the top prize and Gold trophy. They
are back in the gym preparing for next season with the Finals taking place in
Orlando, Fla.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 6/20/19, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Sign Structure Replacement Contract 2016-1, Contract No. SWI153330, Various
Routes, City of Newark, City of Linden, Township of Springfield, Essex and
Union Counties; 100% State UPC NO: 153330; DP No: 19132
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.
127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontractors prior to contract award or authorization.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compliance at the time of bid.
Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specification and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and
bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New Jersey 07856
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
973-601-6690
856-486-6623
3 T - 5/30/19, 6/6/19 and 6/13/19, The Leader
Fee: $168.30
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The Student View
A Column Written by
Local High School Students

By Amanda Pyle

Photo credit Westfield Public Schools

PERFECTION...Westfield High School (WHS) students achieved the highest score
possible on portions of recent SAT and ACT standardized tests. Pictured, left to right,
with WHS Interim Principal James DeSarno, are, first row: John Czarnecki,,
Spencer Feinstein, Grace Hutchinson, and Maxwell Scialabba; second row: Kyle
Azzaretto, Madeline Katz, Kathryn Bartlett and Jakob Tannenbaum; third row:
Spencer Rothfleisch, Eric Elizes, Justin Sawina and Elijah Soh.

WHS Students Earn Perfect
Scores on ACTs and SATs
WESTFIELD — Twelve Westfield
High School (WHS) students recently
achieved the highest score possible on
portions of recent SAT and ACT standardized tests.
Earning a top score of 800 on portions of the May SAT are:
John Czarnecki, Grade 11 – Math
Level 2; Spencer Feinstein, Grade 11 –
U.S. History and Math Level 2; Grace
Hutchinson, Grade 11 – Math Level 2;
Maxwell Scialabba, Grade 10 – Math.

Scoring a perfect 36 on portions of
the April ACT are:
Kyle Azzaretto, Grade 10 –
Reading;·Kathryn Bartlett, Grade 11 –
Reading; Eric Elizes, Grade 11 – Math,
Science and STEM; ·Madeline Katz,
Grade 11 – English and
Reading;·Spencer Rothfleisch, Grade
11 – English;·Justin Sawina, Grade 11
– Reading; Elijah Soh, Grade 11 –
English; Jakob Tannenbaum, Grade 11
– Reading.

Westfield Public Schools were closed
for Memorial Day Weekend on Friday,
May 24, and Monday, May 28. Walking through the halls, it was clear that
every student—and staff member—
were looking forward to this four-day
weekend. Classes were relatively quiet,
the weather was warm, and the atmosphere of the school was buzzing with
excitement for the beach trips, barbecues, or the simple relaxation that lies
ahead during the upcoming weekend.
The joy and relaxation that accompanies with Memorial Day Weekend
definitely gives the Westfield High
School (WHS) community a muchneeded break from the work and the
stress that we have endured during the
past nine months. Although this break
is refreshing for our community, it also
leads me to wonder if most people
understand the true meaning of this
federal holiday.
Memorial Day is defined as “a federal holiday in the United States for
remembering and honoring people who
have died while serving in the United
States Armed Forces”. Although there
is a plethora of members of our community that fully comprehend this
holiday’s meaning, it is also clear that a
concerning amount of WHS students
do not.
Most students who I have talked to
about this holiday know that it has
something to do with U.S. service mem-

bers, they do not understand what they
are fully observing on this day off from
school, and how they should be doing
that. Most students merely think of this
weekend as a fun time to go to the beach
or enjoy other outdoor activities with
their friends and families before the
craziness of the end of the school year
arrives.
Although this weekend is a perfect
chance to enjoy the spring weather and
make memories with people we love, it
also has a deeper purpose in our national identity. Memorial Day is a time
for Americans to honor those who have
given the greatest sacrifice of all—their
lives—so that we can have the opportunity to live freely in this country.
If it were not for these soldiers who
have given their lives to protect Americans at home, we would not even be
able to go to the beach, or eat whatever
barbecue food that we want to. The
people who go to the beach on this day
oftentimes forget the true purpose of
this holiday.
It’s easy to get carried away in the
relaxing ocean waves, and multitude of
snacks and hamburgers we eat on this
day, but that doesn’t mean that it’s
acceptable to do that. As a high school
community, we need to do a better job
either learning about or reflecting upon
this day off from school. Instead of
treating this weekend as an escape from
school, we should treat it as the honorable national holiday that is truly is.

~Prom Pics~
Please send in
your prom
pictures and we
will publish them
in the Leader/
Times and
goleader.com.
Email to edu@goleader.com

Courtesy Renee Payami

CELEBRATION TIME…It was a celebratory sendoff, which included two confetti cannons for these senior students, from the
Magnet high school in Scotch Plains, who attended their prom last Friday evening at the Embassy Suites in Berkeley Heights.

See Ballyhoo for
Special Prom Sections.

ROLL OUT THE RED CARPET...These young ladies are ready for Prom Night
2019 as they pose on a red carpet at a home on Terrace Place, Westfield.

It’s Almost
Graduation time!
ATTENTION
PARENTS &
GRANDPARENTS:
Congratulate your child or grandchild
and send them well wishes for the future in

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES
Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager
Phone: 908-232-4407
email: sales@goleader.com

Congratulates the Class of 2019

Summit, New Jersey • www.kentplace.org
Kent Place is an independent, nonsectarian, college-preparatory day school for girls in Grades K-12 with a co-educational preschool.

Page 14

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, June 13, 2019

CLASSIFIEDS
CLARK ESTATE SALE

SOCIAL MEDIA, 4 HRS WK

675 Raritan Road, Log Cabin
Estates, Townhouse #19,
Saturday 6/15, 10am to 3pm
Table w/6 Chairs, Pr. Corner
Cabinets,Curio,Sofa,Mirrors,Lamps,
Asian Secretary & Chest, Pr. Twin
Beds, Dressers, China, Glass, Digital
Piano, Baby Stuff, Tools, Ladders &
More. For Info DovetailsUSA.com

Small local firm looking for
someone to help with social media:
teach, post and advise. May be
teen for summer work. 2 hrs/day,
2x/week, 4 hrs total weekly, 2 mos.
(908) 400-3566

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

15 temp farm workers needed
8/5/19 – 11/30/19. Workers will
plant, cultivate & harvest crops
according to supervisor’s
instructions. Workers will have
extensive periods of sitting,
standing, walking, pushing, pulling,
repetitive movement, frequent
stooping and lifting 75lbs. Must
have 3 months experience hand
harvesting a perishable crop &
affirmative job references. May
random drug test at employer’s
expense. Guaranteed at least 3/4
of contract hours but hours will
vary according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed or
be less than 40 hours. Work tools,
supplies, equipment provided at
no cost. Housing provided for noncommuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr,
applicable piece rate depending
on crop activity, or current
applicable AEWR. Raise/bonus at
employer discretion. EOE.
Worksite in Orleans & Monroe
Co., NY. Report or send a resume
to nearest local NJ One Stop
Career Center office or call 724347-9257 & reference Job
#NY1305594. Joseph Heberle
Farms- Kendall, NY
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats.
Please email resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19001898
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-024001-18
Plaintiff: M&T BANK
VS.
Defendant: PRAKASH V. N. RAO AKA
PRAKASH N. RAO; BHAVANI P. RAO; BANK
OF AMERICA, N.A.; SUNNOVA ASSET PORTFOLIO 4 LLC; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 07/03/2019
Writ of Execution: 05/16/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seventy-One Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Five
and 51/100*** $471,955.51.
The property to be sold is located in Township
of Scotch Plains in the County of Union, and
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as 6 Breezy Court, Scotch
Plains Township, New Jersey 07076.
Tax Lot No. 4, Block 15202
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 139.53
feet By 107.96 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Rahway Road.
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Eighty Thousand Eight Hundred Eighty-Eight and 65/100***
$480,888.65 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 06/06, 06/13, 06/20
& 06/27/19
Fee: $159.12

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19001741
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021749-18
Plaintiff: M&T BANK
VS.
Defendant: ELISABETH KAISER; MR. KAISER, HUSBAND OF ELISABETH KAISER;
ROBERT A. KAISER; UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA
Sale Date: 06/19/2019
Writ of Execution: 04/18/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-Six Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Six
and 05/100*** $556,876.05.
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Town of Westfield, County of Union, in the State
of New Jersey.
PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 671
Shadowlawn Drive Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
TAX LOT # 1, BLOCK # 2908.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 75 X 140.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Knollwood Terrace.
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and
sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
THIS SALE IS SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF
REDEMPTION OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.
Total Upset: ***Five Hundred Seventy Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty-Eight and 22/100***
$570,968.22 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
PARKER McCAY P.A.
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
PO BOX 5054
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 810-5815
4 T - 05/23, 05/30, 06/06
& 06/13/19
Fee: $175.44

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

4 temp Farmworkers needed
8/1/19 – 12/31/19. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with planting, cultivating and hand
harvesting crops according to
supervisor’s instructions. Workers
will have extensive periods of sitting,
standing, walking, pushing, pulling,
repetitive movement, frequent
stooping and lifting 75lbs. Must
have 3 months experience hand
harvesting produce on a commercial
farm & affirmative job reference.
May random drug test at employer’s
expense. Guaranteed at least 3/4
of contract hours but hours will vary
according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed or
be less than 40 hours. Work tools,
supplies, equipment provided at no
cost. Housing provided for noncommuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion. EOE.
Worksites located in Erie Co NY.
Report or send a resume to nearest
local NJ One Stop Career Center
office or call 908-412-7980 &
reference Job #NY1305610. Spoth
Brothers Enterprises – Amherst NY.

WESTFIELD
Thursday, May 30, a resident of
the 300 block of Tuttle Parkway
reported that one or more unknown
suspects burglarized his motor vehicle sometime between May 16
and May 17. Items stolen included
an iPhone valued at $400 and a
wallet valued at $20, plus $60 in
cash.
Friday, May 31, Christopher Colon, 19, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding Westfield Municipal Court warrant, in the amount
of $1,000, pursuant to a prisoner
pickup at the Linden Police Department. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters,
where he was processed and held
in lieu of bail.
Sunday, June 2, James Cypher,
64, of Hawthorne was arrested at
the Hawthorne Police Department
on an outstanding warrant from
Westfield Municipal Court. Cypher
was transported to Westfield police headquarters without incident
and was processed. He was then
transported to the Union County
jail in default of bail. The warrant
had bail in the amount of $2,000.
Monday, June 3, a resident of the

800 block of Winyah Avenue reported that one or more unknown
suspects burglarized unlocked motor vehicles belonging to the victim between 6 p.m. on June 2 and 7
a.m. on June 3. The victim stated
that a pair of sunglasses, valued at
$350, and loose change were taken.
Monday, June 3, a resident of the
600 block of Canterbury Road reported that two of his unlocked
motor vehicles had been rummaged
through between 9 p.m. on June 1
and 5:50 a.m. on June 3. An EZPass transponder was taken.
FANWOOD
Tuesday, June 4, an officer made
a motor vehicle stop at Midway
Avenue and Russell Road for a
motor vehicle violation. A check
of the driver showed an active warrant out of Bridgewater. The driver
was arrested, processed and turned
over to the Bridgewater Police Department. He was identified as
Johnnie Sirmans, 41, of Fanwood.
Thursday, June 6, an officer made
a motor vehicle stop at King Street
and Terrill Road for a motor vehicle violation. A check of the passenger showed an active warrant
out of the Union County Sheriff’s

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

11 Temp Fruit Farmworkers
needed 8/5/19 – 11/10/19. Workers
will perform various duties
associated with growing and
cultivating employer’s crops.
Workers will have extensive
periods of sitting, standing, walking,
pushing, pulling, repetitive
movement, frequent stooping and
lifting 75lbs. Must 3 months
verifiable experience summer
pruning commercial apple & peach
trees & affirmative job references.
May random drug test at employer’s
expense. Guaranteed at least 3/4
of contract hours but hours will vary
according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed or
be less than 40 hours. Work tools,
supplies, equipment provided at
no cost. Housing provided for noncommuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr or
applicable piece rates depending
on crop activity, or current
applicable AEWR. Raise/bonus at
employer discretion. or applicable
piece rates depending on crop
activity. EOE. Worksite in Orleans
Co. NY. Applicants report/send a
resume to the nearest NJ Newark
One Stop Career Center office or
call 908-412-7980 & ref job order
#NY1305485. Toussaint Farms
LLC- Medina, NY
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19001735
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-022562-16
Plaintiff: BROKER SOLUTIONS, INC. DRA
NEW AMERICAN FUNDING
VS.
Defendant: NEBIYU SEMUNEGUS AND
ZAKIA ABDULLAH, HUSBAND AND WIFE; SLM
EDUCATION CREDIT FINANCE CORP
Sale Date: 06/19/2019
Writ of Execution: 05/10/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty-Eight Thousand Six Hundred Thirty-One
and 96/100*** $438,631.96.
The property to be sold is located in the TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.
Tax Lot 2, Block 3401 f/k/a Lot 14, Block 123.
Commonly known as 2328 Evergreen Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
TRACT I:
BEING KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS Lots
388 and 389 in Block M as shown on a certain
map entitled, “Map of Watchung View Gardens,
Section No. 2, Situate in the Township of Scotch
Plains, County of Union, and Stnte of New Jersey
dated May 1926, made by Harry L. Patt, Civil
Engineer and recorded June 9, 1926 in the Union
County Clerk’s/Register’s Office as Filed Map
No 155-E.
TRACT II:
BEING KNOWN AND DESIGNATED as Lot
387 in Tax Block 123 (formerly Tax Block M),
Evergreen Avenue, on the tax duplicate and
assessment map of the Township of Scotch
Plains.
TRACT III:
BEGINNING at a point in the southeasterly
sideline of Evergreen Avenue, said point being
North 48 degrees 22 minutes East, a distance of
275 feet measured along said southerly line of
Evergreen Avenue from the point where said
sideline extended intersects the extension of the
northeasterly sideline of Cedar Street; thence
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately) 80
x 150.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the Southeasterly side of Evergreen Avenue, 275 feet from
the North side of Cedar Street.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condominium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Fifty-Six Thousand Three Hundred Ninety and 80/100***
$456,390.80 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 05/23, 05/30, 06/06
& 06/13/19
Fee: $240.72

LITTLE CAMPERS...Participants in Puddle Jumpers, a traditional camp for
children ages 3 to 5, enjoy a colorful science project.

Westfield Y Summer Camps
To Kick Off on June 24
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA has announced that
its summer camps will begin on
Monday, June 24.
Westfield Area YMCA summer
day camps offer children experiences designed to help them get
more out of their summer break –
more friendships, more accomplishments and more belonging.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on June 10, 2019, for the
following applications decided upon at the
meeting held on May 13, 2019.
Pradip & Rehka Paul, 122 Livingston
Street. Applicants sought approval to construct a two-story addition contrary to Section 11.12E6, 11.12E13, 11.12E14,
17.02C, 17.03B1, 17.05A of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a side yard setback of
4.75 feet and 4.8 feet where the Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
10 feet; to allow a continuous wall length of
49.6 feet where the Ordinance allows a
maximum continuous wall length of 25
feet; to allow no garage where the Ordinance requires a one-car garage; to allow
1 parking space where the Ordinance requires 2 parking spaces; to allow parking
in the front yard where the Ordinance does
not allow parking in the front yard; to allow
an improvement coverage of 64.4% where
the Ordinance allows a maximum all improvement coverage of 50%. Application
approved with conditions.
MJ Builders, LLC., 15 Amy Drive.
Applicant sought approval for an addition
and patio contrary to Section 11.06E4,
11.06E5, 11.06E7, 12.04E1, and 11.06E8
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow a lot
width of 71.09 feet where the Ordinance
requires a lot width of 75 feet; to allow a lot
depth of 92.30 feet, where the ordinance
requires a lot depth of 120 feet; to allow a
front yard setback of 26.3 feet (where
29.80 feet is existing) where the Ordinance requires a front yard setback of
36.78 feet; to allow a rear yard setback of
28.58 feet where the Ordinance requires a
rear yard setback of 35 feet; to allow a floor
area ratio of 38.81% where the Ordinance
allows a maximum floor area ratio of 30%;
to allow 3 1/2 stories where the Ordinance
allows a maximum story height of 2 1/2
stories. Application approved with conditions.
Kara Goldman, 1024 Harding Street.
Applicant sought approval to construct an
addition contrary to Section 12.04F1and
12.04F2 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a building coverage 20.69% where
the Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage of 20%; to allow a building coverage with a deck of 23% where the Ordinance allows a maximum building coverage with a deck of 22%. Application approved with conditions.
Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Linda Jacus
Board Secretary
1 T - 06/13/19, The Leader Fee: $58.14

Through a mix of fun and educational activities aimed at improving well-being, kids will experience new adventures, learn and
master skills and enjoy shared interests with old and new friends.
“With school out during the summer, many kids don’t get enough
physical activity or learning — a
critical gap the Y is addressing,”
said Marty Collett, the Westfield
Area YMCA’s director of Youth,
Teen and Camp Services. “At the Y,
kids are in a safe environment with
nurturing adults where they feel
welcome, develop character and
explore new talents and interests to
reach their potential. We want to
ensure that kids in our camp program go home with so much excitement for all they’ve accomplished
and enjoyed that they can’t wait to
come back the next day.”
All Westfield Area YMCA camps
are ACA-accredited and include
traditional, sports, S.T.E.A.M.
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math), leadership and
travel options. Camps are available for youth ages 3 to 15 with
locations
in
Garwood,
Mountainside and Westfield.
Campers can enjoy full-day and
half-day camps by the week or all
summer long. Indoor-based and
outdoor-based programs are available. Limited spots are still available throughout the summer. To
learn more about the Westfield Area
YMCA summer day camps, contact Marty Collett at (908) 301YMCA (9622), extension no. 405,
or mcollett@westfieldynj.org. A
complete camp guide can be found
by visiting westfieldynj.org.

Kids Can Explore
‘The Glorious Sun’
MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library will
present a program entitled “The Glorious Sun” on Thursday, June 27, at 4
p.m. The popular Enjoy Explore India returns for a second program this
month especially for children ages 5
and above.
A story about light, heat and the sun
from India will be told. Participants
will see how Indian artists created
sun symbols in folklore. They will
then make their own sun spinner to
take home.
Interested persons are asked to register for this program since it is limited
to 15 children. To register, stop into
the library or call (908) 233-0115. The
Mountainside Public Library is located at 1 Constitution Plaza.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
Office. The passenger was arrested,
processed and turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Office. He
was identified as Everton Morrison,
51, of Plainfield.
Thursday, June 6, an officer made
a motor vehicle stop at Midway
Avenue and Russell Road for a
motor vehicle violation. A check
of the driver showed an active warrant out of Irvington. The driver
was arrested, processed and released by Irvington Municipal
Court. She was identified as Elizabeth Guzman, 50, of Orange.
Friday, June 7, between 10 p.m.
on June 6 and 5 a.m. on June 7, a
resident who parked his motor vehicle on the 140 block of Second
Street reported that an unknown
suspect broke into the vehicle. The
suspect smashed the window to gain
entry. The victim reported that
some work tools are missing.
CRANFORD
Friday, May 24, Maleek Mickell,
19, of Carteret was arrested on
charges of possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia. A 2002
Audi was stopped at Commerce
Drive and Raritan Road for tinted
windows. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested a
passenger, Mickell, and charged
him with suspected marijuana
found inside the vehicle. Mickell
was processed and provided with a
municipal court appearance date.
In addition, he was issued a motor
vehicle summons for a seatbelt violation.
Thursday, May 30, Mark
Kovatch, 53, of Roselle was arrested on charges of possession of
prescription legend drugs and possession of paraphernalia. A 2002
Cadillac was stopped on North
Avenue East for an expired inspection decal. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested the
driver, Kovatch, for suspected
oxycodone found in his possession. He was processed and provided with a Superior Court appearance date. In addition, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for failure to make repairs, failure
to maintain his lane and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle.
Saturday, June 1, Nicholas
Esmerado, 21, of Cranford was arrested on charges of possession of
under 50 grams of marijuana, possession of drug paraphernalia and
driving while intoxicated (DWI).
A 2016 Jeep was stopped on Centennial Avenue as part of a DWI
Checkpoint. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested
the driver, Esmerado, for DWI and
possession of suspected marijuana
found inside the vehicle. He was
processed and provided with a
municipal court appearance date.
In addition, he was issued motor
vehicle summonses for unclear

plates and possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.
Saturday, June 1, Matthew King,
30, of Linden and Dylan Marino,
23, of Edison were arrested on
charges of possession of a controlled dangerous substance and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
A 2011 Honda was stopped on
Centennial Avenue as part of a DWI
Checkpoint. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested
the driver and a passenger, Marino
and King, respectively, for suspected cocaine found in their possession. They were processed and
provided with Superior Court appearance dates. In addition, Marino
was issued motor vehicle summonses for tinted windows, a view
obstruction and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in
a motor vehicle.
Sunday, June 2, Juan Ayende,
34, of Kissimmee, Fla., was arrested on charges of possession of
under 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
A 2018 Hyundai was stopped on
Centennial Avenue as part of a DWI
Checkpoint. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested
the driver, Ayende, for suspected
marijuana found in his possession.
He was processed and provided
with a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, Ayende was issued motor vehicle summonses for
a seatbelt violation and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle.
Sunday, June 2, Ashton Lofton,
23, of Hillside was arrested and
charged with DWI; Under the Influence. A 2009 Nissan was stopped
on Centennial Avenue as part of a
DWI Checkpoint. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested the driver, Lofton, and
charged him with DWI and being
under the influence of a controlled
dangerous substance. He was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In
addition, Lofton was issued motor
vehicle summonses for a seatbelt
violation, throwing debris from a
vehicle, careless driving and the
improper letting off of passengers.
Monday, June 3, Kevin Schwartz,
19, of Cranford was arrested on
charges of possession of under 50
grams of marijuana and possession
of drug paraphernalia. A 2013
BMW was stopped on County Park
Drive when an officer identified it
as a suspicious vehicle. Following
an investigation on scene, police
arrested the driver, Schwartz, for
suspected marijuana found inside
the vehicle. He was processed and
provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition,
Schwartz was issued a motor vehicle summons for possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in
a motor vehicle.

Swim Lessons Available
At Westfield Area Y
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA has announced that summer swim lessons are available. “Our
goal is to have people of all ages and
skill levels grow to develop a lifelong
love of swimming,” said Rob
Faggiano, Westfield Area YMCA
aquatics director.
“In the summer, we offer one-week,
Monday to Thursday preschool and
youth swim class sessions,” Mr.
Faggiano explained. “Since swimming is such an important skill, we
are ensuring the ability for all in the
community to register for at least one
week of swim lessons.”
“Swimming is a year-round, lifelong activity,” added Assistant Aquatics Director Sharon London. “We have
many students who started with us
years ago in a parent/child class and
progress through our curriculum. We
are proud to watch them develop their
skills while having fun and becoming
safer, stronger and more confident

both in and out of the pool.”
For more information, visit
westfieldynj.org or the Main Y Facility Welcome Center at 220 Clark
Street, Westfield. Free swim-level
assessments and swim scholarships
for lessons and Y lifeguard certification are available. Interested persons
are asked to contact Mr. Faggiano at
rfaggiano@westfieldynj.org or (908)
301-9622, extension no. 276, or Ms.
London at slondon@westfieldynj.org
or (908) 301-9622, extension no. 253.
The nonprofit YMCA is committed
to strengthening communities through
youth development, healthy living and
social responsibility. To learn more
about Westfield Area YMCA programs, visit westfieldynj.org. Financial assistance is available for those
who qualify.

LEADER/TIMES
CLASSIFIED ADS PAY

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-19-003
to be located in Zone: R-2, on the premises
known as 34 Ann Street, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016, Block No. 528, Lot No. 26,
has been submitted by: Albert Chavez of
34 Ann Street, Cranford, New Jersey
07016.
The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit: Relief of rear yard setback
requirements of 15 feet to 10 feet for the
installation of an inground swimming pool
at a safer distance from the principle
structure(house). Distance from house will
improve from 10 feet to 16feet. Relief of
maximum impervious coverage of 35% to
43.5%, and any additional relief that may
be required from the board.
The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on June 24 2019 at
7:45 p.m. in Room 107 of the Cranford
Township Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any
person or persons affected by this application will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.
All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.
Applicant:
Albert Chavez
34 Ann Street
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
1 T - 06/13/19, The Leader Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on June
24, 2019, at 7:30 p.m., at the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to consider the application of Front Street1801 LLC, who is
seeking Preliminary and Final Site Plan
approval for property located at 1801 Front
Street, Block 1001, Lot 62, B-1 Zone. The
applicant proposes to demolish the existing two-family dwelling, and to construct
three (3) proposed townhouses. Variances are required for failing to provide a
minimum of an acre of area, parking that is
a minimum of 20 feet from the edge of the
pavement of any access roadway; units
that are a minimum of 20 feet from the
edge of the pavement of any access roadway, sufficient landscape buffer requirements, the minimum required side yard
set-back, the minimum required both side
yards set-back, and for proposing parking
spaces in the front yard set-back area.
The Applicant will seek any other variances that are deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any waivers, exceptions, interpretations and other
relief necessary to allow the Applicant’s
proposed use of the property, such relief
will be considered at the time for the hearing.
The application, plans and related papers are on file in the Office of the Planning
Board and are available for inspection
during regular office hours (Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.).
All interested persons may be present
and be heard at said hearing in accordance with the rules of the Planning Board.
Shannon Rapant
Clerk/Land Use Administrator
1 T - 06/13/19, the Times
Fee: $38.25
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POPCORN
Rocketman
Godzilla vs. Elton John
4 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Photo Courtesy of Michael Endy, President, Westfield Art Association

ART IN THE PARK…On June 9, the Westfield Art Association met in
Mindowaskin Park for an afternoon of art-making in the sun. Member artists set
up easels to capture the beauty of the park at the height of Spring. Many people
of all ages came to observe, talk to the artists, and join in the art-making -- and we
could not have asked for better weather!

Four Local Residents Earn Top Honors
At County Senior Citizens Art Exhibit
COUNTY — Four local residents
took home top honors at the 2019
Union County Senior Citizens Art
Exhibit during the awards reception
in Union.
John Curch of Scotch Plains won
first place in the professional watercolor category and professional Best
in Show. Barbara Uhr of Westfield
won first place in the professional
pastel category. Janice Metzger of

Westfield won first place in the professional printmaking category.
Mevin Kevoe of Westfield won first
place in the non-professional acrylic
category.
The exhibit will be on display until
July 8 at Liberty Hall Center, which is
located at 1085 Morris Avenue in
Union. Viewing times are from 9 a.m.
until 5 p.m., Monday through Saturday.

Janice Metzger

Mevin Kevoe

John Curch

Barbara Uhr

Historical Society of
Plainfield Lecture on Tea
PLAINFIELD — The Annual
Meeting of the Historical Society of
Plainfield will be held on Sunday,
June 23, at 1 p.m. at the Drake House
Museum. A special lecture will be
given by Judith Krall-Russo, Food
Historian and Certified Tea Specialist, entitled: “Tea and Other Meals in
Victorian America” immediately following the annual meeting at 2 p.m.
“The years after the Civil War
ushered in many changes in the eating habits of Victorian America. Etiquette around the table became very
important, tea parties were popular,
and soda fountains became a social
center. Come and learn more about
food and drinks in the 19th century,”
said Ms. Krall-Russo.
Ms. Krall-Russo has enjoyed a
lifelong love of foods, especially
embracing the rich agriculture of her
home state, New Jersey. She began
studying customs and traditions of
tea, a universal beverage, 30 years
ago, and has earned certifications as
a Tea Specialist by the Tea School in
Pomfret, Connecticut, and The Specialty Tea Institute of New York. Ms.
Krall-Russo is currently studying the
Japanese Tea Ceremony at
Boukakuan Tea House in New Jersey, and has studied at the Urasenke
Chanoyu Center in New York City.
As a result of her independent
studies and knowledge of history
and trends surrounding many popular New Jersey foods and beverages,
Ms. Krall-Russo is a frequent lecturer and seminar organizer across
the state at local libraries and his-

torical societies.
This program is made possible by
the Historical Society of Plainfield/
Drake House Museum, and is in
honor of the City of Plainfield’s sesquicentennial celebration. Seating is
limited and is on a first-come firstserve basis. Light refreshments will
be served. Program is free for members; non-members: a nominal donation would be appreciated.

I actually wanted to see the new
Godzilla. Not that I’m a big fan of the
franchise. Maybe it’s the kid in me…or
perhaps because the early stuff was so
hokey and so terribly dubbed that it
was entertaining. Composed of poorly
constructed miniatures and the barest
of plots, it was probably the hyper
suspension of disbelief engendered in
us moppets that stirred our imaginations more than the calamitous perpetrations themselves. My curiosity was
up. Hence, as the time approached to
decide if it’d be Rocketman or Godzilla
this week, the Japanese nomenclature
became my recurring word of the day.
“Gojira! Gojira!” I repeated in anticipation of the monster’s approach. It
would sort of be like going back to the
old neighborhood to see how things
may have modernized. “Gojira” I
murmured. But then I punked out.
Yeah, the adult said to the adolescent, ‘Lose the indulgence. Rocketman
is more significant than a plastic behemoth that levels entire cityscapes with
one giant wag of his tale. Who needs
that, anyway?’ So, I saw Rocketman.
Such are life-changing decisions.
While certainly not as important as
whether to become a film critic or
Secretary of State, choices do have
their
consequences
and,
serendipitously, this latest selection
also worked out just fine. Harvesting
edifying revelations and soulful divulgences galore, director Dexter
Fletcher’s biopic tells you everything
you didn’t even think to ask about
Elton John…that is, unless you’re a
devout aficionado of Queen
Elizabeth’s favorite rocker.
The biggest surprise is that Elton
John as most of us have perceived
him, major songwriter and performer
extraordinaire, is technically only onehalf of the illustrious hit-making dynamo that gave us iconic tunes like
the one for which this superbly entertaining film is titled. Think Lerner
and Loewe, Rodgers and
Hammerstein,
Lennon
and
McCartney. While Rocketman doesn’t
delve into lyricist Bernie Taupin’s
biographical details the way it so pervasively deconstructs Mr. John, it
dramatically informs that this silent
partner was the wordsmith and collaborating catalyst who made it possible for Elton to realize his musical
genius.
Attaching the innumerable, charttopping songs strewn throughout the
screenplay to the often tragic path
Elton John traversed on his way to
international stardom, director
Fletcher, working from a screenplay
by Lee Hall, amazes us with the prolificacy of his subject. But while the
traditional storytelling style oft used

in movies about composers is familiar, there is an individualistic verve
that cuts right to the nerve of who this
film says Elton John is. Alas, the
phenom is the once unloved little boy
of absurdly selfish and clueless parents. Oh sure, you think, it’d be great
to have all that money and fame,
Gojira no longer on your mind. But
assuming you had a great childhood,
would you trade it for Elton John’s
debatable consolation prize?
Sharing a bit of DNA from any and
all motion pictures about the rocky road
to rock-‘n’-roll eminence, there’s the
required amount of limousines, disingenuous lovers, corrupt agents, booze,
drugs and the ever-fearful insecurity
that comes of sudden success. But while
such is afforded compulsory lip service, the central theme is neither the
wiles, joys nor seductive decadences of
showbiz, but rather, the Rocketman’s
relentless and dishearteningly unsuccessful search for love. All of which
makes us give a hoot when he falls
victim to the shiny temptations…which
he does with as much masochistic efficacy as any of his peers. Taron Egerton
is so award-worthy credible, both in
voice and thespic impersonation, that
we nearly forget it’s not Elton John
playing himself.
Here’s the deal. Despite the global
cynicism that’s concealing the better
essence of humanity like the candy
shell on a Jordan almond, our heartfelt interest belies the cold protective
mechanism of the sardonic worldview
foisted on us by misanthropes and
profiteers. This film is a big hit. And
what’s it about? Love! People liking
and needing each other…a lot. Quite
a commodity, you know. Gadzooks,
man…the poets have been telling us
about it for millennia. But the firmest
truth of it was permanently jolted into
my brain during that rare, memorable
instance when I had a drink with
mom. Despondent over my recent
loss of a battle in the war between the
sexes, I questioningly agonized over
the power of love. Intent on dispelling any uncertainties I held, Dora
Goldberger looked me in the face and
succinctly informed, “People kill for
it.” Aside from wondering, ‘Wow,
where did that come from?’ I knew I
was now playing in the majors.
Thus, because of its celebrated
songbook and heartrending meditation on the search for love, I emphatically endorse Rocketman before setting my moviegoing trajectory for
Godzilla II: King of the Monsters,
and wonder if I’ll construe ‘tis also
amour that motivates the beast.
Rocketman, rated R, is a Paramount
Pictures release directed by Dexter
Fletcher and stars Taron Egerton,
Jamie Bell and Richard Madden.
Running time: 121 minutes.

‘Backyard to the Concrete
Jungle’ at Les Malamut
UNION — The Les Malamut Art
Gallery will present Union photographer Stephanie Napholtz in her first
solo fine art show. The exhibit titled
“Backyard to the Concrete Jungle”
will open on Monday, June 24, and
close on August 31. There will be a
Meet the Artist Reception on June 24
from 6 to 8 p.m.
Ms. Napholtz is self-taught and has
been awarded first and second place in
the Natural Environment Professional
Category for 2017 Somerset County
Contest, as well as first place in the
Transportation Professional Category

for 2017 Somerset County Contest.
“Capturing the beauty of the world
is my favorite thing in life to do,” Ms.
Napholtz stated. All artwork is available for purchase by contacting the
artist.
The gallery is located on the lower
level of the Union Public Library, 1980
Morris Avenue, Union. The exhibit is
free and open to the public during
regular library hours. It is handicapped
accessible. For further information,
v
i
s
i
t
lesmalamutartgallery.wordpress.com,
or call (908) 851-5450.

ART SMART...Carter Modes of Berkeley Heights proudly displays artwork to
his father, Upper School chemistry teacher Kyle Modes, at last week’s Lower
School Art Show at The Wardlaw+Hartridge School in Edison on May 17. Visitors
enjoyed the various paintings, samplers, ceramics and self-portraits that adorned
the art room, hallways and library by students of Susan Howard.

Hairspray, Jr. Coming to
Rahway High June 28-30
ELIZABETH – The CAU Community Players will be staging a very
special production of Hairspray, Jr. at
the Rahway High School Center for
Performing Arts on Friday, June 28,
and Saturday, June 29, at 7:30 p.m.
and Sunday, June 30, at 2 p.m.
The CAU Community Players is a
troupe of actors both with and without
developmental disabilities. Formed in
2012, the troupe empowers members
with disabilities to engage in the pleasures of acting, singing and dancing
with people from the wider community and to be judged for their talents
rather than disabilities. The productions also allow individuals without
disabilities to interact with those with
disabilities and build bonds.
CAU is a Union County-based, statewide nonprofit that strives to integrate
people with disabilities and at-risk
youth into the general community
through comprehensive supports.
The troupe each year selects a play
that is representative of CAU’s advocacy message of inclusion, acceptance
and believing in oneself, as well as
everyone’s worth regardless of ability,
according to Marguerite Modero, the
group’s director. They also select a
play that allows for a large cast, as no
one is turned away from performing.
This year’s production, Hairspray,
Jr., is based on the 1988 film and later

Broadway hit. Set in 1962, Baltimore,
Maryland, the story revolves around
self-proclaimed “pleasantly plump”
teenager Tracy Turnblad as she pursues stardom as a dancer on a local TV
show and fights racial segregation,
body shaming and discrimination
against special education students.
“The ’60s were a fun time but the
subplot shows how rampant discrimination was, including against special
education,” Ms. Modero said. “It is
perfect for our troupe because I want
them to learn something from every
performance. Some of our older members lived through that period and
some of our younger members are
learning it for the first time.”
The cast of more than 60 performers
includes members of CAU and the
agency’s Academy of Continuing Education and performers from the wider
community from throughout North
Central New Jersey. The troupe splits
about evenly between people with and
without disabilities. Several CAU
members have leads, including James
Smith, who plays Tracy Turnblad’s
mother, Edna, a part made famous on
Broadway by Harvey Firestein.
Tickets will be available online by
visiting https://rwhs.booktix.com/. The
cost is $12. Tickets also will be available at the door. To learn more about
CAU, visit www.caunj.org.

Fanwood Poetry Series Continues on
June 18 with Poets Giura, Harter
FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to a
free event on Tuesday, June 18, at 8
p.m., featuring distinguished poets
Maria Giura and Penny Harter in the
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road,
off North Martine Avenue, adjacent
to Fanwood Borough Hall. (GPS use
75 N. Martine Avenue). The reading
is free and open to the public. An
open mic will follow the featured
performances, so individuals are invited to read one poem.
Maria Giura has won awards from
the Academy of American Poets and
the Center for Women Writers. Ms.
Giura’s first book, a collection of
poems about her Brooklyn upbring-

ing, “What My Father Taught Me,” is
a finalist for the Paterson Poetry Prize.
Her second book, a memoir, is due in
October. Ms. Giura’s writing has appeared in numerous journals, including Lips Magazine, Prime Number,
Italian Americana, Presence, and
Ovunque Siamo.
Penny Harter is the author of many
poetry books, including “The Resonance Around Us,” “Lizard Light:
Poems from the Earth,” and “The
Night Marsh.” In 2002, she was the
recipient of the first William O. Douglas Nature Writing Award.
For
more,
visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.
Or call (908) 889-7223.

The Best Free Entertainment in Town
is at the Westfield Memorial Library!
Musician Liz Queler
Presents “The Edna Project”
Wednesday, June 19
at 7:00 pm
The poetry of Edna St. Vincent
Millay set to music! An amazing show.

The Eric Mintel Quartet
Presents the Music of Dave Brubeck
on Wednesday, June 26
At 7:00 pm
Hear these musicians play
the smooth music of Dave
Brubeck, the foremost
musician of cool jazz.

Sweet
Sixteen
Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!
THE JAMES WARD MANSION
8JUIPOFFWFOUBUBUJNFBOEPOFFWFOUBEBZ 
“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”JTBOPČFSZPVDBOOPUSFGVTF

ćF+BNFT8BSE.BOTJPOt&BTU#SPBE4USFFUt8FTUĕFME /+tt

www.jameswardmansion.com

It’s your Library …
make the most of it

Open to WML and MURAL
cardholders. Sign up online at
www.wmlnj.org and click on the
Calendar link, or call
908.789.4090 option 0.

550 East Broad Street It’s your Library … make the most of it
Westfield, NJ 07090 www.wmlnj.org

The Leader/Times Website Provides Robust Features to Assist You!
Subscribe to Our Papers
Change Your Address
Submit a Paid Bulletin
Publish a Photo

Place a Classified Ad
Post Community News
List Your Organization
Place an Obituary Notice

Submit a Wedding Announcement
Search Past Editions
Place a Legal Notice
Search Our Video Library

Goleader.com

OPEN
24 HOURS
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B-Street Band to Headline
Fanwood’s Summer Fan Jam
There Is More to Santa Fe, N.M.
Than Adobes and Museums

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOWN THE RABBIT HOLE...Meow Wolf, an interactive art exhibit in Santa Fe,
New Mexico, is a collaboration of more than 100 local artists.
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for the A&E Summer Travel Series

A few years ago, I described Santa
Fe, N.M. as a place you might not think
of when planning a vacation, but praised
it for being low-key, relatively quiet,
pretty, serene, friendly and safe, and
said you’d end up feeling much more
relaxed than you would on a typical
city-oriented getaway. I just returned
from a visit to this longest-serving state
capital (since 1610) and also the state
capital with the highest elevation (about
7,200 feet above sea level), and found
it to be the perfect antidote to the stresses
of the East Coast rat race.
This was my fourth stay in Santa Fe,

and this time I explored some new spots
in and around the city and found much
more than just adobe buildings, great
museums, amazing places to eat, NativeAmerican arts and crafts and nearly
perfect weather.
One evening after dinner, I walked
along a half-mile stretch of Canyon
Road, which starts a few blocks south
of downtown Santa Fe, and encountered block after block of very high-end
galleries, jewelry shops, boutiques and
shops, artist studios and great restaurants, one of which, a fantastic Persian
eatery, I dined at on another night. I was
surprised to find that, with more than
240 art galleries, Santa Fe is the third-

largest art market in the U.S. after New
York and Los Angeles. And, a third of
those galleries are located on the Magical Half-Mile of Canyon Road.
There’s art for every taste, be it contemporary, abstract, modern, expressionistic, digital, figurative,
photorealistic, traditional, western and
Native American. Many were displaying some of their oversized—and I
mean oversized—pieces outside their
buildings. May was declared Sculpture
Month in the Canyon Road arts district
so, despite it being after hours, I was
still able to enter the grounds of a
number of places and walk amongst
and touch oversized abstract sculptures,
as well as life-size animal and other
figures.
A few miles on the other side of town,
situated in a bland neighborhood populated mostly by non-descript warehouses, you will find something called
Meow Wolf, an interactive art exhibit
that is so difficult to adequately describe that I’m almost tempted to just
urge you to check it out online to get a
better idea of what it’s all about. But,
here goes. The website describes it as
“a unique combination of children’s
museum, art gallery, jungle gym, and
fantasy novel,” an “explorable,
immersive art installation filled with
technology, and fantastic environments
to inspire visitors of all ages.”
This place, a collaboration of more
than 100 local artists, was truly the most
unique and fun place I’ve been. Some
have described it as like being inside a
video game or a Salvador Dali painting.
One woman said she felt likeAlice after
falling down the rabbit hole. There’s no
one theme to the place. The art is weird,
psychedelic and beautiful at the same
time. You’ll walk through a room of
tree branches glowing in neon. In another, you’ll find yourself inside a small
kitchen decorated in only black and
white—floor, ceilings, walls, table,
chairs, counters, cabinets, dishes—everything. In another, you’ll stand under
what looks like the giant rib cage of a
prehistoric animal and play them like a
xylophone with timpani sticks. The
walls of some rooms are covered floor
to ceiling with interesting street art.
Some rooms look to have been inspired
by Roy Lichtenstein.
The space includes a fully-furnished,
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FANWOOD — On Sunday, June
30, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., live bands,
food trucks and classic cars will transform Fanwood’s LaGrande Park into a
rockin’ party for all ages called the “3rd
Annual Fanwood Summer Fan Jam,”
presented by Two River Community
Bank. The free festival is run by the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce (GWACC), with contributions from local Fanwood sponsors.
This year’s music lineup includes the
wildly popular B-Street Band, the longest-running Bruce Springsteen Tribute,
indie hard rock from Experiment 34,
1980’s favorites from Amethyst, classic and current rock hits from the Fan
Jam Jelly Band, a collaboration of artists from Fanwood, Scotch Plains and
Louisville; and Three Piece Nugget.
Adults 21 and older with identification can enjoy a front-seat view of the
show from the Sheelen’s Crossing Beer
and Wine Garden.
“The first two Fan Jams were incredibly successful, and we’re excited about
the positive attention this brings to
Fanwood,” said Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr. “Not only do we get to show
off our beautiful borough but also our
amazing local talent!”
All of the bands are New Jersey-

based and most have roots in Fanwood
or Scotch Plains. B-Street Band lead
singer Glenn Stuart is “The Boss” by
night but a “Fanwoodian” by day.
Fan Jam goers can sample culinary
delights from more than a dozen food

B-Street Band

trucks, including empanadas, woodfired pizza, sausage and peppers, crab
cakes, rice balls, cheesesteaks, Cuban,
Latin and Asian cuisine, Hungarian
pastries and ice cream. Additional food
vendors will also be at the event.
“Everyone’s favorite food trucks have
come back along with some new ones,”
said Gene Jannotti, Executive Director
of the Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce. “There will be specialty
foods for every taste!”
The festival will draw more than 100
vintage and classic cars as part of a car

show hosted by Hot Rod Mike. Portions of Helen Street, 2nd Street and
LaGrande Avenue will be closed to
traffic for the car show, which is open to
all. Cars register upon arrival on a firstcome basis for a fee of $5.
A centrally located Kids’ Zone will
feature children’s rides and attractions
within the park, with the purchase of
tickets. The Kids’ Zone is always well
attended and a lot of fun for the children.
“We encourage everyone to bring
their lawn chairs and picnic blankets,”
said Fanwood resident and event organizer Aimee Nuzzo. “We have a stellar
music lineup from beginning to end this
year and there is plenty of shade so plan
on spending the day! And we have
extended the music until 7 p.m.”
Fan Jam is supported by several local
sponsors, including Two River Community Bank, FanwoodAnimal Hospital, Sheelen’s Crossing and The
Goddard School.
Free parking is available at the South
Side lot of the Fanwood train station.
Please note that pets, skateboarding
and roller blading are prohibited in the
festival area. For further information,
please contact the GWACC, (908) 2333021, or visit www.gwaccnj.com.

~ There’s More to Santa Fe, N.M. Than Adobes and Museums ~ continued
fully lived-in two-story home that you
can explore. Open drawers in the bedroom to find clothes, examine the family photos on the walls and check out
the kids’ schoolwork hanging on the
refrigerator. Open the washing machine
and you’ll find a portal leading to another, and unrelated, part of the exhibit.
The same goes for the refrigerator and
the fireplace, as well as other rooms in
the exhibit. I opened a door, expecting
to enter another room filled with offbeat artwork, and instead stepped
through that same refrigerator door and
back into the house’s kitchen.
I’m already frustrated trying to fully
get my point across about Meow Wolf,
so instead of continuing to search for
the right words, I’ll just urge you to go
see it if you’re in Santa Fe. You won’t be
disappointed. It’s a fun way to spend an
hour or two or three.And the good news
is there are plans to open similar venues
in Las Vegas, Denver and Washington,
D.C. in the next few years.
To get an idea of just how remote
parts of this country still are, do what I
did one afternoon when I drove about
30 miles southwest of Santa Fe to
Madrid, population 200 or so. If you’ve
ever been to New Hope, Pa., you may

find Madrid (pronounced, unlike the
capital of Spain, with an emphasis on
the first syllable) to be somewhat similar. It’s a former mining town nestled in
a canyon in the Ortiz Mountains and far
from everything. Route 14, a.k.a. the
Turquoise Trail, runs through Madrid,
which is now mostly an artist community, although it does recognize its past
with the Mineshaft Tavern and the Coal
Mine Museum.

Neon trees inside Meow Wolf in
Santa Fe

There are a variety of small shops
situated in interesting-looking and
uniquely-decorated old buildings and
ramshackle former houses, plenty of
aging hippies and flower children, bikers of all ages and, I was told by more
than one person, probably a few people
hiding happily from the long arm of the
law. Madrid is that kind of place—
friendly enough but a place where
people seem to like their privacy. As I
wondered where people do their grocery shopping—we saw no stores at all
on our drive down—we stopped in a
very charming general store that sold
everything a grocery store sells but
looked like something out of Mayberry.
The day we visited Madrid, a blues
festival was in full swing, with motorcycles and pickup trucks crowding the
road and lots of people enjoying a few
hours of live music.
So, if you decide to spend a few days
in Santa Fe, be sure to take in the city’s
sites—its wonderful downtown and
Basilica, its museums and restaurants,
and the great hiking opportunities. But,
also be sure to explore some of the other
spots in and around town. You won’t be
disappointed—and you’ll return home
feeling refreshed and relaxed.
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BILLY & LUKE GERNE, DALY, ZIPPLER, COMO, McCORMACK, IVES, BRACCO RULE ON OFFENSE

‘Red’ & ‘White’ Teams Clash in WF Majors All-Star Classic
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Having fun was indeed the
theme when the Red All-Stars
clashed with the White All-Stars
during the Westfield Majors Annual All-Star Game at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield on June 8. It

Ballyhoo

was a free-swinging, free-wheeling, free-for all event that consisted of two three-inning games.
The Red All-Stars got a major
jump to win Game 1, 17-1, but
Game 2 turned out to be a 4-4
draw.
Each team introduced a new
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

pitcher every inning and all of the Aaron Ives, Austen Halleran, Luke
participants got to play multiple
positions. The players also got a
Support Local Journalism
free hand at testing their skills as
a first base coach or a third base
coach, so gutsy base running
was encouraged.
The White team worked with
14 players: Charlie McCormack,

Probitas Verus Honos
l'ennemi du journaliste

goleader.com/subscribe

Bracco, Tyler Pietrewicz, Breaden
Trajkovski, Logan Martel, Liam
Garrett, Brendan Kelly, Cecco
LoGrippo, Bennett Ayala, Gavin
Dwyer, Ted McCue and Evan
Bauer. The Red team consisted
of Billy Gerne, Josh Schneider,
Ryan Daly, Luke Gerne, Josh
Greenwood, Jake Park, John Sica,
Grant Como, Jake Alfano, Colin
Williard, Brody Henderson and
Toby Zippler.
Over the course of the two
games, there was only one
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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strikeout recorded in the 44 plate
appearances, which included
eight walks. Billy Gerne went 3for-3 with a double and a walk,
scored three times and had two
RBI. Luke Gerne also had three
hits with a double, an RBI and
two runs scored. Daly singled
twice, doubled, scored twice and
had three RBI. In his two plate
appearances, Zippler doubled
twice, walked, scored three times
and had three RBI. Como singled,
had a two-run double and scored
twice.
The “White” team had far less
plate appearances with no batter
getting more than two.
McCormack made good on both
of his, pounding out a pair of
singles and scoring twice. Ives
rapped an RBI double and an RBI
single and scored once. Bracco

banged a two-run double,
Trajkovski rapped an RBI single,
Halleran singled and scored once,
Ayala tripled and Garrett singled.
The “White” team scored first
in Game 1 with a run in the top of
the first inning. McCormack poked
a leadoff single over second, stole
second base and scored on Ives’

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

single to right field.
But the “Red” team brought
down the walls in the bottom of
the inning with seven runs, which
involved several hits and very
interesting base running that
provoked several throwing errors. It all began with Billy Gerne’s
sharp double to leftfield. Daly
and Luke Gerne also tapped
singles and Greenwood (hit, RBI,
run scored) lofted a fly ball to
right field that was dropped. Park
added an RBI sacrifice fly, Sica
walked and Como drove them
both home with his hard double
down the left field line.
The “Red” team added six more
runs in the second beginning with
Henderson’s looping single over
first. Zippler walked then Billy
Gerne hopped a two-run single
over second. Schneider singled

to right, Daly lined an RBI double
to center, Luke Gerne sizzled an
infield RBI single and Greenwood
added an RBI groundout.
The “Red” tacked on four more
runs in the third to finalize the
scoring for Game 1. During that
span, Como singled, Alfano drew
his second walk, Williard and
Henderson would both walk and
score then Zippler whacked his
two-run double to center and
later scored on a throwing error.
Game 2 featured a higher degree of sanity and nobody scored
until the “White” team broke it
open with four runs in the top of
the second inning. McCormack
got things started by beating out
an infield single. Ives lashed an
RBI double to right field. Halleran
singled to left and Bracco bashed
a two-run double to deep left.

Trajkovski yanked an RBI single
to right.
The “Red” team quickly answered with four runs of it own.
Williard plopped a single over
short and Zippler zapped an RBI
single over third. Billy Gerne
singled to left then Schneider’s
grounder caused a throwing error, which allowed Zippler to
score. Daly followed with a tworun single to center. Luke Gerne
nearly gave the “Red” team the
lead with a long fly to center but
it was hauled in at the fence.
Neither team scored in the final
inning, so the hand shaking began.
White All-Stars
Red All-Stars
White All-Stars
Red All-Stars

100
764
040
040

1
17
4
4
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Rangers Stop Athletics, 14-6, in Game 2
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Rangers Stun Athletics, 6-5, for Majors Crown
Story on page 9
of The Westfield Leader
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Policy on Political
Endorsements

Mark LoGrippo’s Passion, Drive
Make Him Tick for Westfield
Let me introduce myself, I’m
Kitty Linder, retired president of
LiveSource and public communications at Verizon. I had a great
career there, and a contributing
factor was the ability to pursue
strategic opportunities to give
back to the community on
Verizon’s behalf.
It was in the “giving back”
capacity that I had the pleasure
of working with Mark LoGrippo
over a number of years when he
was a “Big” in our Big Brothers
Big Sisters of New York City workplace mentoring program. I am a
huge fan of Mark’s and let me tell
you why.
He was a dedicated and very
effective mentor for sure, and so
much more! His infectious enthusiasm and commitment combined with a drive to support
young people helped to deliver
“Big” results. Our Verizon team
raised very considerable funds
for this worthy cause, and if my

memory serves, Mark personally
raised over $25K for BBBS Race
for the Kids, the highest of any
mentor in the city. All while
achieving great business results.
Mark has the whole package –
he can connect with individuals,
raise money, build great rapport
with stakeholders, and he’s very
high energy and totally committed to community. He understands the importance of building community through service,
and he dedicates his time and
hard work to just that. The above
is almost an understatement –
his passion and his drive for community building make him tick!
Any town would be fortunate
to have Mark working on it’s FIRST AID TRAINING...Junior members of the Summit Volunteer
behalf. Westfield is very fortu- First Aid Squad responded to a staged Mass Casualty Incident (MCI)
nate to have Mark in your com- at the squad building on 1000 Summit Avenue.
munity and wanting to contribute through service on your town
council.
Kitty Lender
Brooklyn, NY

Squad Juniors Participate
In Staged Casualty Event

SUMMIT – On May 20, junior
members of the Summit Volunteer First Aid Squad responded
to a staged Mass Casualty Incident (MCI) at the squad building
on 1000 Summit Avenue. The
planned drill was designed to
challenge the proficiency
achieved by the junior squad
members during residency training.
Approximately 20 junior members responded in teams to a
simulated explosion scene and
encountered more than one
dozen patients with injuries ranging from superficial to life-threatening.
Adult squad members and parent volunteers participated as
casualty victims and bystanders,
following scripts to assist first
responders in identifying injuries
Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TEAM SPIRIT...Westfield Town Council Third Ward candidates Mark and obtaining information to
LoGrippo, left, and Robert Benacchio, center, shake hands at last guide treatment decisions. Junmonth’s Westfield Town Republican Committee kick off of the town iors were expected to organize
themselves at the scene and then
council campaign at Ferraro's restaurant in Westfield.

assess, treat, and prepare patients for transport to the hospital.
“Although the exercise is only
a drill, we try to accurately simulate the distractions, chaos, and
difficult decisions that arise in
large scale incidents,” explained
Chief Kari Phair. “Our juniors engage in realistic scenarios with
victims that have life-threatening injuries. We do not sugar
coat it for them. Some of the
victims do not survive if immediate assistance is not provided.”
The Summit Volunteer First Aid
Squad boasts one of the longest
running junior programs in the
area. Each year, high school students who are at least 16 years
old are eligible to join the squad
and assist in emergency calls.
Juniors are required to attend
training sessions, participate in
junior meetings and squad activities, and serve weekly on a
regularly scheduled crew shift.
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form/bulletin.htm.
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the discretion of the editors.
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An Unacceptable Shoulder Shrug In
The Face Of A Serious Assault
I cannot agree with your editorial
of June 6 (“Congress Needs To
Move On”).
First, the Mueller Report confirmed that Russia “interfered in
the 2016 presidential election in
sweeping and systematic fashion.” The Report described how
the Russians referred to their
campaign to help Donald Trump
as “information warfare.” And yet
President Trump and his colleagues still do not acknowledge
that we suffered an attack by an
enemy on our democracy. Indeed, shortly after the report
was released, the President called
Mr. Putin to discuss the “hoax”
but did not bother to warn his
counterpart not to meddle in the
next US election.
The Special Counsel made no
legal judgments on “collusion” or
“cooperation” since neither action is a specific offense or liability found in U.S. federal criminal
law, yet the special counsel wrote
that Trump’s campaign “expected
it would benefit electorally from
information stolen and released
through Russian efforts.”
Trump and his team were
uniquely positioned to sound the
alarm and halt the Russian attack, but instead they welcomed
it; wholly unacceptable.
Second, Mueller’s team examined 10 “discrete acts” in which
President Trump may have obstructed justice. Importantly,
Mueller did not exonerate Trump.
Indeed he went out of his way
not to exonerate Trump.
Mueller made the pre-determination that “a president cannot
be charged with a federal crime
while he is in office,” but pointedly highlighted other constitutional remedies, that include impeachment. Over 1000 bipartisan former prosecutors have now
signed their names on a petition
maintaining that if Trump weren’t
president of the United States,
he would have been indicted on

multiple charges for obstruction
of justice.
Third, by his consistent refusal to
allow any and all of his present
and former staff to respond to
Congressional subpoenas, the
President is placing himself above
the law. If the Department of
Justice cannot charge the President with a crime; and Congress
is effectively disempowered of
its constitutional oversight responsibility, then we are well on
the way to disemboweling our
democracy to the point of transforming it into an autocracy – as
the Founding Fathers feared
might happen without our system of checks and balances.
Fourth, investigation need not
mean inaction. In the summer of
1998, President Clinton worked
across the aisle with then-House
Speaker Newt Gingrich to enact
major infrastructure legislation.
That occurred despite the House
pressing an investigation that
ended with the Republican House
impeaching Clinton six months
after the infrastructure bill was
passed. Yet President Trump
wants Congress to waive all oversight before he would even begin
talks. That is blackmail. Plenty of
Bills are passing the House, yet
Senator McConnell has turned
his chamber into a legislative
graveyard. Don’t blame the
Mueller report for that.
Your editorial, and the argument
of many Republicans also, comes
down to “our side won; move
on,” an unacceptable shoulder
shrug in the face of a serious and
sustained assault on our values.

Mervyn Turner
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200500 words.
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“Move On” Because One Doesn’t Like Mueller Probe
I read with interest both the editorial in the Westfield Leader/
SPFTimes
and
Patricia
Quattrochi’s letter to the editor
on June 6th. It was very telling
that neither the editorial nor Ms.
Quattrocchi’s letter mentioned
the fact that the Mueller report
did not exonerate President
Trump and in fact found that the
Russians interfered in the 2016
election and that interference
benefited Mr. Trump.
In fact, the Mueller report listed
at least 10 instances of possible
obstruction of justice on the part
of this president and provided a
blueprint for congress to follow
in their constitutionally mandated
oversight duties. This president
is not above the law and we just
don’t “move on” because one
doesn’t like the results of the
Mueller probe. Also citing one
lone democrat to buttress your
point is “trumped’ by Rep. Justin
Amash, a Republican congressman from Michigan who is on the
record saying that Trump should
be impeached.
Additionally, the first paragraph
of the editorial stated that congress “put on the back burner
issues like border security (not
true), immigration policy (Congress just passed an immigration bill to protect dreamers and
give them a path to citizenship),
threat of nuclear buildup in Iran
and North Korea (it was President Trump that said North Korea was no longer a nuclear threat
and he’s trying to dismantle an
Obama era nuclear arms treaty
with Iran that is working). Clearly
congress can and does know how
to do more than one thing at a
time.
Ms. Quattrocchi on the other hand
seems to engage in the same
type of fuzzy reality that the
President sometimes engages in.
President Trump was not greeted
warmly by the people of the UK.
Tens of thousands took to the
streets to protest the Presidents
visit.

President Trump reacted in the
petulant and childish way that
has become his hallmark by insulting the Mayor of London. He
was caught in a lie about Meghan
Markle.
The President recently said about
his possible impeachment that
he “can’t imagine the courts allowing him to be impeached”
thereby revealing an appalling
lack of understanding on how the
impeachment process works. If
any one has an obsession, it’s
Trump supporters and other Republicans obsession with Hilary
Clinton and her emails.
Ms. Quattrocchi forgets that Secretary Clinton was investigated
by the FBI and it was determined
that she committed no crime. In
fact, what many of Secretary
Clintons detractors accuse her of
in regards to the emails and unsecured emails servers, members of the Trump cabinet and his
daughter did the exact same
thing; using unsecured emails
servers for government business.
Ms. Quattrocchi also makes a
number of other statements that
simply aren’t true. For example
Maxine Waters did not call for
President Trumps impeachment
before he was sworn in. Trump
and his campaign were not vindicated and the Mueller report and
Mueller himself said as much. If
indeed Nancy Pelosi said that “I’ll
be satisfied when we have a new
President of the United States
who is a Democrat”, how is that
any different that Mitch McConnell
saying he wanted to make sure
President Obama was a one term
president?
Finally, Ms. Quattrocchi ends her
letter claiming that to “call for
the removal of the POTUS because your candidate lost…is
absolutely outrageous”. Again,
that is not what Congress is doing. This President is being investigated because he may have
abused his office, obstructed justice and failed to faithfully execute his duties as President. In

addition to congresses actions,
the president is being sued for
possible violations of the Emolument Clause of the constitution.
Congress must continue its constitutionally mandated oversight
duties, just like they did when
investigating Hillary Clintons role
in Benghazi or Bill Clintons affair
with Monica Lewinsky or the many
scandals associated with George
W. Bush.
If Trump has done nothing wrong,
then he and his supporters have
nothing to fear. But to continue
to engage is spreading false or
misleading information, as Ms.
Quattrocchi did in her letter,
doesn’t support her argument
nor does it elevate the level of
political discourse that we need
in these difficult times.

Rodney Ross
Westfield
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Westfield Ice Hockey Rink Renew Proposal Lacks Documentation
Dear Mayor Brindle and Members of the Municipal Council, I
am a resident of The Pointe in
Garwood. My wife and I have
lived here for nearly two years;
our neighbors at The Pointe include many other people who
raised their families in Westfield
and, like us, wanted to stay in
this immediate area when they
became empty nesters and
downsized.
I am writing to you about the ice
rink that occupied part of
Gumbert Field last winter and
has asked that its contract with
Westfield be renewed. I spoke at
two recent meetings of the Recreation Commission and at a
meeting of the Garwood Borough Council. The Recreation
Commission’s role, as I understand it, is to recommend to the
Mayor and Council whether or
not to renew the rink’s contract.
As reported in the local press, at
its June 3 meeting the Commission recommended that the
Mayor and Council renew that
agreement for a period of time to
be set by the Mayor and Council.
I am aware that Christine Spear,
President of the Pointe’s Board of
Trustees, has also written to you
sharing her distress with the way
the Recreation Commission process was handled. I agree with
her comments.
Essentially, Mr. Anderson, the
rink operator, spoke at the beginning of the first meeting; he
described in a summary way the
elements of his “Proposal for the
2019-2020 Season.” I know this
because I have read his Proposal, obtained from the Town
Clerk as part of her response to
an OPRA request.
After Mr. Anderson spoke, comments were made for probably
90 minutes by people speaking
for and against the rink. At the
second meeting, there was another 90 minutes of comments.
Neither Mr. Anderson nor any
member of the Commission responded in any way to any of the

impacts on them raised by nearby
residents. No follow-up questions
were asked of any speaker.
I focused on several points in my
comments— Mr. Anderson described some noise readings that
were taken during the season,
but no written report was filed
and his noise consultant did not
appear. It is not conceivable to
me, especially as I am a retired
land use attorney who has worked
with sound consultants, that
nothing in writing was prepared
by the rink’s noise consultant.
What is certain is that Mr. Anderson has not given Westfield anything but a Proposal— this was
confirmed by the OPRA response
which says that Westfield has
“no noise studies, traffic control
analyses, or (reports on) drainage or other neighborhood impacts.”
This is critical, because the Town’s
professionals could and should
review such reports. For example,
where were the noise readings
taken which Mr. Anderson briefly
mentioned? All he said (at the
May meeting) was that they were
taken “at the Lofts”. The Lofts
apartment building runs at an
angle to the rink with some apartments closer than others — the
location of the noise test is very
significant and would affect the
readings.
Further, no mention was made of
noise being tested anywhere at
The Pointe, and the Proposal itself is totally silent on test location. In this regard, I note that
NJDEP’s Guidelines for Investigation of Noise Complaints under the State’s Noise Code states
that noise measurements for residential property like The Lofts
and The Pointe should be done
where people are reasonably
likely to be; this could include a
doorway area or a balcony for
noise which goes above an acoustical barrier.
Residents of both The Lofts next
to the rink and The Pointe directly across Chestnut Street

have balconies which face the
rink. I have personally heard the
loud noises which the Chestnut
Street residents described, at the
front of these homes.
The 2018-2019 Report on Rink
Operations prepared by the
Westfield Rink Advisory Committee (dated April 29, 2019) lists
120 logged complaints and 36
police calls. These concern,
among other things, noise, lights
and traffic.
Mr. Anderson’s 2018/2019 contract with Westfield requires the
rink to comply with applicable
law which certainly includes noise
regulations. Even if the law were
not violated, the many comments
on how noise impacted people’s
lives (including people in single
family homes on Fourth Avenue)
should be enough to require Mr.
Anderson’s rink to be relocated.
If the rink is to stay in Westfield,
Mr. Anderson’s own Proposal
states that Gumbert Park is only
a “short term” location. It is
Tamaques Park, he says, which
meets his criteria for the long
term.
In conclusion, Mr. Anderson’s Proposal for the rink to be renewed
at Gumbert Field for next season
should not even be considered
by the Mayor and Council until he
can provide the Town with reports prepared by professionals
analyzing the neighborhood impacts which have been described
by the rink’s neighbors, such as
noise and traffic, and any other
topic which the Town’s professionals identify. The Mayor and
Council should not be relying only
on Mr. Anderson’s Proposal,
which is all he has provided.
Beyond that, I echo Mrs. Spear’s
firm statement that if the rink is
renewed at Gumbert, it not be
allowed to expand its offerings
and hours as the Proposal states
and the term be only one year.

Stephen Barcan
Garwood

Letters to
the Editor

Re The Ice Rink; Sadly, The “Me Generation”
Has Lost Its Sense Of Social Responsibility

I attended Westfield’s recreation
committee meeting on June 3
and listened as those present
voiced their opinions on the efficacy of the ice rink that operated
near Gumpert Field this past winter.
Families bordering Gumpert want
an alternate location for the rink
based on the significant negative
impact it had on their quality of
life during set up, operation and
breakdown at seasons end. They
asked the town to “be a good
neighbor” and move the facility
to a park setting with reasonable
distance between the rink and
surrounding homes.
Supporters of the rink, most of
whom do not live near it, in essence said, “Sorry”. The quality
of life of those who do live near it,
and the negative impact to adjacent local businesses, are not as
important as the convenience of
this location to us.
Sadly, the prevailing sentiment

of the evening was, in my opinion, a reflection of what we see in
the country at large. The “me
generation” has lost its sense of
social responsibility and can look
no further than its own wants.
These are not disadvantaged
young people with limited opportunities to participate in
sports. Ice time is available within
the county and adjacent counties but not at times that are as
convenient or plentiful.
It is a sad day for neighbors
whose quality of life is not important enough to inconvenience a
town that made a mistake in
location.
I love the town of Westfield,
where I lived for 40+years and
raised my family. I believe it can
better reflect its sense of community than this gathering evidenced.

Susan Dodge
Garwood
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Cranford Fire Department
Recognitions

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

CONGRATULATIONS...The Cranford Fire Department (CFD) had three officers sworn in at a ceremony
Tuesday. Pictured, at right, Mark Bagniewski was promoted to the position of lieutenant within the
CFD. Mayor Patrick Giblin, to his left, congratulates him. Lt. Bagniewski was hired by the CFD as a career
firefighter in 2014, and was appointed fire inspector in 2016. He holds a license as a fire protection
engineer, fire official and fire subcode official.Two probationary firefighters, Matthew Kiamie, pictured
in photo at right, and Adrian Taberna, pictured below, were also sworn in. Above, the three officers
were introduced to the township committee in the conference session held before the official meeting
of the township committee. Fire Chief Daniel Czeh stands at left.

Probationary firefighter Adrian Taberna

Lt. Mark Bagniewski

Probationary firefighter Matthew Kiamie
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Westfield BOE Moves Forward
With Referendum for Full-Day K
By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield voters will
get a chance to make their opinions
known on full-day kindergarten at a
special March 2020 bond referendum
election.
At a public workshop session during
Tuesday night’s meeting, the Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) voted 6 to 3
to move forward with a referendum
for bonds needed to construct additions to some of the local schools.
Gretchan Ohlig, Tara Oporto and
Michael Bielen voted no. Board member Brendan Galligan stated that he
“does not feel as if we (the district)
really need full-day kindergarten, but
the public keeps asking for it, so let’s
put the question to the voters.”
Thirteen hundred respondents answered a survey by the board. Board
member Robert Garrison relayed that
the overall response was positive;
70.5 percent of respondents either
fully supported or most likely supported full-day kindergarten, while
21.9 percent said they did not, and 7.3
percent said they were uncertain.
According to Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan, an enrollment study
shows the number of incoming first
graders for the 2019-2020 school year
is 455. The actual enrollment of halfday kindergarten students is 221.
Therefore, the projected increase of
students for a full-day kindergarten
program is 232 more students. Twentythree classrooms will be needed to
house a full-day kindergarten of this
size. Currently, the schools have nine
classrooms available and need 14
additional rooms. This is based on a
class size of roughly 20 students.
According to Ms. Sullivan, to provide
these rooms, expansions will need to
be added to some of the local schools.
Washington Elementary, Jefferson Elementary and Wilson Elementary
Schools have been determined suitable for expansion. The estimated
cost combined for all three schools is
$13 million to $14.3 million. Franklin,
McKinley and Lincoln Elementary
Schools were deemed not suitable due
to lack of land. Tamaques Elementary
School’s land grade would require
additional building costs to construct
on the slope, around $12.7 million just

for this school, and is therefore considered unsuitable, she said.
Other ideas for expansion, such as the
BOE offices and private building acquisitions, were deemed not appropriate
due to the updating, refitting and
rehabilitation costs to meet current
school building codes. Also researched,
but considered unsuitable as longterm solutions, were trailers and refurbished shipping containers.
Ms. Sullivan said if the bond referendum passes in March 2020, the public
will have a separate vote in November
of 2021 to increase the overall operating budget that will rise above the
state cap, due to the additional staff
needed to run the full-day kindergarten program. If both of those pass,
full-day kindergarten would be available in September 2022. Currently,
10 percent of New Jersey schools do
not have full-day kindergarten.
Earlier in the regular meeting, the
board voted to nominate the late
Westfield High School Principal Dr.
Derrick Nelson for the Soldier’s Medal.
The Soldier’s Medal is awarded to any
person of the armed forces, “who
distinguished himself or herself by
heroism not involving actual conflict
with an enemy,” according to the
resolution. It further states, “The heroism must have involved a clearly recognizable personal hazard or danger
and the voluntary risk of life.” The
prestigious medal will be decided upon
by the United States Secretary of
Defense and Secretary of the Army.
Mr. Galligan, who wrote the resolution, said the more people behind this
nomination, the better chance of having Dr. Nelson’s heroism honored.
The board also honored intermediateschool and high-school teachers.
Edison Intermediate Social Studies
teacher John Stacey and Roosevelt
Intermediate nurse and health teacher
Sharon Dougherty received the Optimist Club of Westfield Recognition
Award. Westfield High School staff
recognition awards were presented to
English teacher Aimee Burgoyne-Black,
English/Project ’79 teacher Erin
McKeon, special-education teacher
Lara Rinaldi and custodian Mario Arana.
The next school board meeting will
take place on Tuesday, June 18, at
7:30 p.m., at Westfield High School.
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The Student View
A Column Written by
Local High School Students

By Amanda Pyle

Westfield Public Schools were
closed for Memorial Day Weekend on Friday, May 24, and Monday, May 28. Walking through
the halls, it was clear that every
student—and staff member—
were looking forward to this fourday weekend. Classes were relatively quiet, the weather was
warm, and the atmosphere of
the school was buzzing with excitement for the beach trips, barbecues, or the simple relaxation
that lies ahead during the upcoming weekend.
The joy and relaxation that accompanies with Memorial Day
Weekend definitely gives the
Westfield High School (WHS)
community a much-needed break
from the work and the stress that
we have endured during the past
nine months. Although this break
is refreshing for our community,
it also leads me to wonder if most
people understand the true
meaning of this federal holiday.
Memorial Day is defined as “a
federal holiday in the United
States for remembering and honoring people who have died while
serving in the United States
Armed Forces”. Although there is
a plethora of members of our
community that fully comprehend this holiday’s meaning, it is
also clear that a concerning
amount of WHS students do not.
Most students who I have talked
to about this holiday know that it
has something to do with U.S.
service members, they do not
understand what they are fully
observing on this day off from
school, and how they should be
doing that. Most students merely
think of this weekend as a fun
time to go to the beach or enjoy
other outdoor activities with their

friends and families before the
craziness of the end of the school
year arrives.
Although this weekend is a perfect chance to enjoy the spring
weather and make memories with
people we love, it also has a
deeper purpose in our national
identity. Memorial Day is a time
for Americans to honor those
who have given the greatest sacrifice of all—their lives—so that
we can have the opportunity to
live freely in this country.
If it were not for these soldiers
who have given their lives to
protect Americans at home, we
would not even be able to go to
the beach, or eat whatever barbecue food that we want to. The
people who go to the beach on
this day oftentimes forget the
true purpose of this holiday.
It’s easy to get carried away in
the relaxing ocean waves, and
multitude of snacks and hamburgers we eat on this day, but
that doesn’t mean that it’s acceptable to do that. As a high
school community, we need to
do a better job either learning
about or reflecting upon this day
off from school. Instead of treating this weekend as an escape
from school, we should treat it as
the honorable national holiday
that is truly is.

New Jersey
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SPF High School Alumni Association
Announces Scholarship Awar
ds
Awards

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Alumni Association has
announced that James Cerini and
Angelo Dinizo have each been
awarded $1,000 scholarships to
the college of their choice.
James Cerini is the son of Ronald
and Andreas Cerini. He has a
sister, Lea, who is in her junior
year at SPFHS.
James was a member of the
Marching Band, competing in
State and National competitions,
and also played solo trumpet in
the Jazz Ensemble. He has competed in swimming relays, and
annual Green Youth events. At
his church, he volunteers, and
supports outreach activities. Attending high school, he was noted
for his strong drive and systematic and thoughtful understanding of course content and time

management. At college, his
major will be Hospitality, Sports
Management, and History. He is
wished success in meeting any
future challenge and in continuing to make meaningful contributions to his environment-whatever the future holds.
Angelo Dinizo is the son of Frank
and Susan Dinizo. One of his
brothers attended Kean University, and the other brother, Hilbert College. Angelo has also
been accepted into the freshman
class at Hilbert College, and is
planning to play on the baseball
team. He will pursue a bachelor’s
degree in Computer Science
stressing Cyber Security, a crucial field today.
Angelo was a coach for the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Baseball Association. His volunteer activities
included coaching young base-

ball players, and teaching Middle
School students to stay on the
right path when reaching high
school. He hopes his degree will
“help (him) get a good job and
experience the real world”. He is
wished good luck!
The SPFHS Alumni Association
encourages community members
to buy commemorative bricks to
be placed on the Alumni Walkway at the high school. All proceeds go directly toward awarding future scholarships. Visit
https://www.spfk12.org/alumni.
At that website, also find information on the SPFHS Alumni Hall
of Fame. There are over 30 members of the Hall already. Nominations are actively being sought
from the public for additional
distinguished alumni who would
be exemplars for current students.

Mother Seton Regional HS
One Valley Rd., Clark, NJ 07066
(732) 382-1952
SUMMER AT MSR!
SETON SPORTS CAMPS – From
June to August
HELLO HIGH SCHOOL – July
15-19: 9 a.m. to noon
SETON SUMMER ACADEMY –
July 22-26: 8:45 a.m. to 3 p.m.
REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON OUR
WEBSITE
www.motherseton.org
The Future is Hers

Education Extra
on Ballyhoo

FULL STEAM AHEAD…The STEAM Program (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts & Mathematics) is an after-school enrichment
opportunity developed by Jefferson teachers in collaboration with
the PTO. The program offers a variety of courses. Pictured, are
students from grades 3 through 5, who participated in Beginning
Coding this spring with Catharine Halloran, who teaches third grade
and Sally Susan Heyder, who is the media specialist.
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Courtesy Renee Payami

CELEBRATION TIME…It was a celebratory sendoff, which included two confetti cannons for these
senior students, from the Magnet high school in Scotch Plains, who attended their prom last Friday
evening at the Embassy Suites in Berkeley Heights.

PROM READY...Westfield students pose for photos at a home on
Terrace Place, Westfield, before heading to Prom.

Please send in your
prom pictures and we
will publish them in
the Leader/Times and
goleader.com.
Email to
edu@goleader.com

ROLL OUT THE RED CARPET...These young ladies are ready for Prom
Night 2019 as they pose on a red carpet at a home on Terrace Place,
Westfield.
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LADYBUG LAUNCHERS…During the month of May, Lincoln School in
Garwood had some very special visitors, ladybugs! Students in Mrs.
Zatorsky and Ms. DeSante’s science class completed a ladybug life
cycle unit. Over the course of the month, the students observed the
ladybugs changing from larvae to adult form. At the end of this unit,
the students held a “ladybug launch” complete with “ladybug
launcher” t-shirts.

LEMONADE STAND...Ms. Hayeck’s third grade class at Orange Avenue School in Cranford held their
annual Alex’s Lemonade Stand June 6 to raise funds for childhood cancer research. Pictured, with
Detective Dubitsky and Sergeant Nazzaro of the Cranford Police Department, left to right, are
students: Caleb Goldblatt, Vivian Pascal, Callie Falso, Violet Baldoni and Taylor Jones.

War
dlaw+Hartridge Students in Ar
ea
ardlaw+Hartridge
Area
Recognized at Honors Assembly

HOW SWEET IT IS...Pictured, left to right, Peter Azcure, Jake
Friedman, Emme Marchesi, Valentina Peralta, and Joy Makomaski
sell lemonade at Alex’s Lemonade Stand June 6 to raise funds for
childhood cancer research.

AREA — Upper School students
at
The
Wardlaw+Hartridge School in
Edison were honored for their
participation and achievement
at the Honors Assembly May
31 in the Berry Performing
Arts Center.
The program began with a welcome by Upper School Head

Bob Bowman, Ed.D. of Scotch
Plains, and continued with recognition of students who participated in service and leadership, clubs, the arts and athletics.
Fourteen new members were
inducted into the Cum Laude
Society.
Those in our readership area

included:
Senior William Rehwinkel of
Scotch Plains, and Juniors Logan D’Amore of Scotch Plains
and Arun Lakshman of
Westfield.
Kallie Schildge of Westfield
was recognized by the High
Point University Junior Scholars Program.
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