
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, June 13, 2019 Page 13

It’s Almost

Graduation time!

ATTENTION
PARENTS &

GRANDPARENTS:
Congratulate your child or grandchild

and send them well wishes for the future in

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

The Westfield Leader

Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager
Phone: 908-232-4407

email: sales@goleader.com

Summit, New Jersey • www.kentplace.org
Kent Place is an independent, nonsectarian, college-preparatory day school for girls in Grades K-12 with a co-educational preschool.

Congratulates the Class of 2019

A Column Written by
Local High School Students

The Student View

WHS Students Earn Perfect
Scores on ACTs and SATs

WESTFIELD — Twelve Westfield
High School (WHS) students recently
achieved the highest score possible on
portions of recent SAT and ACT stan-
dardized tests.

Earning a top score of 800 on por-
tions of the May SAT are:

John Czarnecki, Grade 11 – Math
Level 2; Spencer Feinstein, Grade 11 –
U.S. History and Math Level 2; Grace
Hutchinson, Grade 11 – Math Level 2;
Maxwell Scialabba, Grade 10 – Math.

Scoring a perfect 36 on portions of
the April ACT are:

Kyle Azzaretto, Grade 10 –
Reading;·Kathryn Bartlett, Grade 11 –
Reading; Eric Elizes, Grade 11 – Math,
Science and STEM; ·Madeline Katz,
Grade 11 – English and
Reading;·Spencer Rothfleisch, Grade
11 – English;·Justin Sawina, Grade 11
– Reading; Elijah Soh, Grade 11 –
English; Jakob Tannenbaum, Grade 11
– Reading.
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PERFECTION...Westfield High School (WHS) students achieved the highest score
possible on portions of recent SAT and ACT standardized tests. Pictured, left to right,
with WHS Interim Principal James DeSarno, are, first row: John Czarnecki,,
Spencer Feinstein, Grace Hutchinson, and Maxwell Scialabba; second row: Kyle
Azzaretto, Madeline Katz, Kathryn Bartlett and Jakob Tannenbaum; third row:
Spencer Rothfleisch, Eric Elizes, Justin Sawina and Elijah Soh.

Courtesy Renee Payami
CELEBRATION TIME…It was a celebratory sendoff, which included two confetti cannons for these senior students, from the
Magnet high school in Scotch Plains, who attended their prom last Friday evening at the Embassy Suites in Berkeley Heights.

By Amanda Pyle

Westfield Public Schools were closed
for Memorial Day Weekend on Friday,
May 24, and Monday, May 28. Walk-
ing through the halls, it was clear that
every student—and staff member—
were looking forward to this four-day
weekend. Classes were relatively quiet,
the weather was warm, and the atmo-
sphere of the school was buzzing with
excitement for the beach trips, barbe-
cues, or the simple relaxation that lies
ahead during the upcoming weekend.

The joy and relaxation that accom-
panies with Memorial Day Weekend
definitely gives the Westfield High
School (WHS) community a much-
needed break from the work and the
stress that we have endured during the
past nine months. Although this break
is refreshing for our community, it also
leads me to wonder if most people
understand the true meaning of this
federal holiday.

Memorial Day is defined as “a fed-
eral holiday in the United States for
remembering and honoring people who
have died while serving in the United
States Armed Forces”. Although there
is a plethora of members of our com-
munity that fully comprehend this
holiday’s meaning, it is also clear that a
concerning amount of WHS students
do not.

Most students who I have talked to
about this holiday know that it has
something to do with U.S. service mem-

bers, they do not understand what they
are fully observing on this day off from
school, and how they should be doing
that. Most students merely think of this
weekend as a fun time to go to the beach
or enjoy other outdoor activities with
their friends and families before the
craziness of the end of the school year
arrives.

Although this weekend is a perfect
chance to enjoy the spring weather and
make memories with people we love, it
also has a deeper purpose in our na-
tional identity. Memorial Day is a time
for Americans to honor those who have
given the greatest sacrifice of all—their
lives—so that we can have the opportu-
nity to live freely in this country.

If it were not for these soldiers who
have given their lives to protect Ameri-
cans at home, we would not even be
able to go to the beach, or eat whatever
barbecue food that we want to. The
people who go to the beach on this day
oftentimes forget the true purpose of
this holiday.

It’s easy to get carried away in the
relaxing ocean waves, and multitude of
snacks and hamburgers we eat on this
day, but that doesn’t mean that it’s
acceptable to do that. As a high school
community, we need to do a better job
either learning about or reflecting upon
this day off from school. Instead of
treating this weekend as an escape from
school, we should treat it as the honor-
able national holiday that is truly is.

ROLL OUT THE RED CARPET...These young ladies are ready for Prom Night
2019 as they pose on a red carpet at a home on Terrace Place, Westfield.

~Prom Pics~
Please send in

your prom
pictures and we

will publish them
in the Leader/

Times and
goleader.com.
Email to edu@goleader.com

See Ballyhoo for
Special Prom Sections.


