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Jane Nichols Spragg

Jane Ellis Nichols Spragg,
Was Physician Activist

Jane Ellis Nichols Spragg, MD,
97, died on Saturday, June 1, at the
Elizabeth De Rahm Hospice House
in Cambridge, Mass. She was pre-
deceased by her daughter, Susan;
her son, Peter, and her husband,
Howard E. Spragg,
D.D., executive vice-
president of the United
Church of Christ, USA.

Dr. Spragg was raised
in Westfield, N.J., at-
tended Oberlin College
and graduated from the
University of Chicago,
BS ’43 and MD ’48. She
was one of a quota of
three women in her en-
tering class at the Uni-
versity of Chicago medi-
cal school. She married
Howard Spragg in 1942.

In Chicago, Howard was minister
of the South Congregational Church
and Jane finished her medical in-
ternship. The Spraggs were active
in the civil rights movement and the
founding of the Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE).

In 1948-51 Dr. Spragg practiced
general medicine at Ryder Hospital
in Humacao, Puerto Rico, where
her husband was the executive for
the Congregational Church work on
the island.

When they returned to New Jer-
sey, Dr. Spragg worked in clinics
for Public Health agencies and for
Planned Parenthood. She lectured
on population dynamics, sex edu-
cation, reproductive choice and civil
rights. She served on the boards of
the Westfield Open Housing Com-
mittee and the Westfield Commu-
nity Center, as well as on the
Westfield Board of Education. In
1956, Drs. Spragg and Powell im-
munized over 1,600 children with
the Salk polio vaccine for the De-
partment of Public Health after the
Westfield Medical Society had re-
fused. In 1964, Dr. Spragg received
the B’nai B’rith Citation for Meri-
torious Service.

Dr. Spragg gave the first tele-
vised demonstration of contracep-
tive devices in 1970 on Channel 13.
She started the first Planned Parent-
hood clinic for teenagers in New
Jersey. A year before Roe v. Wade,
she was a litigant in the case that
overturned the New Jersey statute

prohibiting abortions. She was an
early member of NARAL. In 1976
she was awarded the Alan
Guttmacher Medal for her work in
family planning.

The Spraggs moved to New
Hampshire in 1976 af-
ter summering there for
many years. Jane prac-
ticed office gynecology
and family planning in
Hillsboro for five years
and worked in the Stu-
dent Health Depart-
ment at Keene State
College. She closed her
office in 1987 to travel
with her husband,
Howard, who died in
1991. She moved to
Concord, N.H., in
2002.

For several years Dr. Spragg dug
with avocational archeologists in the
New Hampshire “SCRAP” program
and in 1992 she served as president of
the New Hampshire Archeological So-
ciety. She traveled to Europe, Japan,
Turkey and Mesoamerica. She loved
living in Concord, volunteering for the
VNA Hospice, Hope’s Community
Kitchen and other local organizations.

The Spraggs had five children and
two grandsons: Susan, deceased 2003;
Paul, of Denver, Colo., and son Nicho-
las; Peter, deceased 2016; Martha, of
Shawmut, Me.; and Deborah, of Ar-
lington, Mass., and son Noah.

In 2013, Dr. Spragg moved to
Cadbury Commons in Cambridge,
Mass., to be closer to family. She
remained in good health until a few
weeks before passing peacefully in
a local hospice residence.

Dr. Spragg is survived by her
daughter Deborah and her spouse,
Stephanie Ross, of Arlington, Mass.;
her daughter Martha, of Shawmut,
Me., and her son Paul, of Denver,
Colo. She also leaves her grandchil-
dren, Noah Paul and Nicholas
Spragg, and step-grandchildren,
Alexander Sheff and Benjamin Sheff.

The burial will be private in
Deering, N.H. A memorial service is
planned at the Deering Community
Church, United Church of Christ, 763
Deering Center Road, Deering, N.H.,
for Saturday, August 3, 2019. Memo-
rial donations may be made to Planned
Parenthood or to a charity of choice.
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Lawrence H. Prybylski III (Skip), 77,
Was Leader In Westfield Lacrosse

Mr. Lawrence H. Prybylski III
(Skip) died peacefully on Friday,
June 7, 2019, in Summit, N.J., at
the age of seventy-seven.

Skip was born on December 28,
1941 in Chicago, Ill., to
Lawrence and Elizabeth
Prybylski. He grew up in
Garden City, N.Y., and
graduated from Garden
City High School in
1959. Skip graduated
from the College of the
Holy Cross in 1963 with
a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Economics and
Accounting. He married
Margaret (Petie) Cantine
on November 28, 1964
in Southampton, N.Y.
During their fifty-five
years of marriage, they
were blessed with four boys and thir-
teen grandchildren. Skip and Petie
raised their four boys in South Salem,
N.Y., and Westfield, N.J., before set-
tling into Mountainside, N.J.

Skip began his career in 1963 as
a financial accountant with Haskins
and Sells. He held numerous senior
finance officer positions across his
career, with his final employment
at American Surgisite. Skip also
served in the New York Army Na-
tional Guard.

Lacrosse was Skip’s sports pas-
sion. He played for Garden City
High School and the College of the
Holy Cross. Skip was a cofounder
of the Westfield Lacrosse Club and
its president for many years. Thou-
sands of Westfield youth have en-
joyed, and continue to enjoy, the
game of lacrosse because of Skip’s
passion and commitment.

He enjoyed coaching and teach-
ing the life lessons experienced
through sports. Skip was a vocal

fan and active attendee of Westfield
varsity sports. He was a member
and president of the Westfield
Boosters and was inducted into the
Westfield Boosters Hall of Fame

in 2018.
Skip was an active

member of Our Lady of
Lourdes in
Mountainside, N.J., and
found significant
strength in his faith.

Skip’s greatest love
was for his family and
the simple pleasures of
encouraging and sup-
porting his sons and
grandchildren in their
many activities. Skip
and Petie’s passion for
family was experienced
by all who they touched.

Skip is survived by his wife, Petie;
his son Hank, and wife, Mary Jane;
his son Mark, and wife, Chris; his son
Todd, and wife, Fran; his son Matt,
and wife, Kristen; his sister, Judy, and
her husband, Warren, and his brother,
Jim, and his predeceased wife, Kay.
Skip and Petie are the loving grand-
parents to thirteen grandchildren:
Molly, Peter, Luke, William, Owen,
Ellie, Mack, Kasey, Timmy, Daly,
Patrick, Kevin and Liam.

A visitation for family and friends
was held on Tuesday, June 11, at
Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake Fu-
neral Home, located at 582 Spring-
field Avenue, Westfield, N.J. A Fu-
neral Mass was held Wednesday,
June 12, at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church, 315 First Street,
Westfield, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made in Skip’s memory to the
Hereditary Neuropathy Foundation
(www.hnf-cure.org).
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Lawrence Prybylski III

Eleanor Jean Solon

Eleanor Jean Solon, Loving Wife, Mother,
Grandmother, Great-Grandmother

Eleanor Jean Solon, 86, of Mes-
siah Village, passed away at home
Friday, June 7, 2019, with her hus-
band and children at her side.

She was the daughter of the late
George and Marie (Keegan)
Zimmerman of
Cranford, N.J.

Eleanor was the wife
of Dr. Bernard M. So-
lon, to whom she was
married for 64 years.

She at tended St .
Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish.

Love, compassion
and understanding best
describes her life. She
lived it from beginning
to end, nurturing her
family and helping oth-
ers as a wife, mother,
grandmother and great-
grandmother.

Eleanor was born in
Jersey City, N.J., but spent her child-
hood and formative years in Bayonne,
N.J. She graduated third in a class of
over 400 in high school and then
attended the prestigious Paine Hall
School for students preparing to work
in medical support positions.

She married her college sweet-
heart, Bernard Solon, in 1954, join-
ing him in Germany during his U.S.
Army service. Together they made
a home in Oppenheim, living on
the German economy, where her
oldest son was born.

Returning to the United States,
she raised six children in Westfield,
N.J., and Camp Hill, Pa. Eleanor
was active in her community, serv-
ing as chairwoman of the Cranford
Village Improvement Association
and social editor of the Cranford
weekly Citizen and Chronicle.

After raising her family, she en-
rolled in a nursing program at
Union College, N.J. After moving
to Pennsylvania, she enrolled at
Harrisburg Area College in nurs-
ing, graduating in 1982 at age fifty.
She spent two years nursing at Os-
teopathic Hospital in Harrisburg.

Eleanor worked as a Registered
Nurse for Cowley Associates for 13
years.

Eleanor was an avid traveler with
her husband and Kupie, her dearly-
loved Yorkie. She loved animals,

birds and wildlife. She loved tend-
ing her bird feeders and taking care
of her beloved Kupie.

In retirement, her service contin-
ued as a First Responder at Travel-
ers Rest Resort near Dade City, Fla.,

during winter vacations,
and she continued vol-
unteer work at Messiah
Village virtually for the
rest of her life.

Eleanor is survived
by her husband, Dr. Ber-
nard M. Solon of
Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
and her children, Rich-
ard T. Solon and his
wife, Margie, of Wayne,
Pa., Steven M. Solon
and his wife, Kathryn,
of East Berlin, Pa.,
Elizabeth S. Frantz and
her husband, Karl, of
Camp Hill, Pa., Dr. Eric
G. Solon and his wife,

Denise, of Unionville, Pa., Mark
D. Solon and his wife, Meri, of
Virginia Beach, Va., and David W.
Solon and his wife, Connie, of
Manheim, Pa. In addition to her
children, Eleanor is survived by
her grandchildren, Kathryn Solon
Cline, Lauren Solon DeCastro,
Karen Solon, Michael Solon, John
Frantz, Kiersten Frantz, Danielle
Solon, Katherina Solon, Dr. Chris-
tine Solon Hall and Casey Solon,
as well as her great-grandchildren,
Jacob and Alice Cline, Aila Solon-
de Castro, Hughy and Sage Solon-
Canny, and Kairi Solon.

Funeral services were held at noon
on Wednesday, June 12, 2019, in
the Chapel at Messiah Village, 100
Mt. Allen Drive, Mechanicsburg,
Pa., with the Reverend Monsignor
William J. King as Celebrant. A
visitation was held in the Chapel on
Wednesday prior to the service. A
private burial was held following
the service in Tri-County Memorial
Gardens, Lewisberry, Pa.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that donations be made to
Francisvale Home for Smaller Ani-
mals, 328 Upper Gulph Road,
Radnor, Pa. 19087. Funeral ar-
rangements have been entrusted to
Myers-Harner Funeral & Crema-
tion Services Inc.
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Driver Safety Course On Tap at JCC
SCOTCH PLAINS — Area resi-

dents are invited to take the AARP
Driver Safety Course at the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey on Friday, June 14, at
9:30 a.m. The JCC is located at 1391
Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains.

The Driver Safety Course teaches
defensive-driving strategies and
provides a refresher of the rules of
the road by a trained volunteer.
Participants may qualify for a
multi-year automobile insurance
discount by completing the course

(individuals are advised to check
with their automobile insurance
agent for details) and/or reduced
points.

Although the course is designed
for drivers age 50 or older, all ages
are welcome. The six-hour class-
room course costs $15 for AARP
members and $20 for non-members.
Breakfast and a light lunch will be
co-sponsored by Arbor Terrace
Mountainside and the JCC of Cen-
tral New Jersey. Space is limited.
To register, call (908) 889-8800.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library has
announced that new features are
available on tutor.com, an online
resource that provides Scotch
Plains and Fanwood cardholders
with one-on-one homework help
from 3 to 10 p.m., seven days a
week. It also provides test-prep
resources, college essay feedback
and job-search assistance.

New features have been added
that will give students even more
ways to access homework help and
test preparation. Students are now
able to submit drop-off math ques-
tions outside of the live tutoring
hours to get feedback within 24
hours. Additional practice tests for
the ACT have been added, and
Princeton Review practice tests
have been added for the GRE,
GMAT, LSAT and MCAT. A prac-
tice quiz for the ASVAB will be
coming soon, the library revealed.

Tutor.com is one of several
online resources that the Scotch
Plains Public Library offers to en-
hance l ifelong learning for
cardholders. LearningExpress Li-
brary offers homework help, test
prep and career prep. Lynda.com
is a collection of self-paced video
courses in business, tech and cre-
ative skills.

The Great Courses can be ac-
cessed through either RBdigital or
Kanopy with video lectures on lit-
erature, philosophy, history, gene-

alogy and more.
Mango and Rosetta Stone pro-

vide lessons in many foreign lan-
guages,  including English.
Creativebug lets users nurture their
creative side with a variety of self-
paced art and craft video classes.

All of these resources can be
accessed via the Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library website, scotlib.org/
learning. For more information,
contact the library at (908) 322-
5007 or library@scotlib.org. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the cen-
ter of the township.

Library Lists New Features
Available on Tutor.com

Westfield Library to Offer
Variety of June Programs

Liz Queler Lorraine Harwelik

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, has announced the dates
and details for three programs com-

ing up there during June.
Professional musician Liz Queler

will present “The Edna Project” on
Wednesday, June 19, at 7 p.m. The
Edna Project delves deeper into the
catalogue of poet Edna St. Vincent
Millay with “Renascence,” the poem
that launched her career in 1912. Set
to music by Ms. Queler, this epic
work is operatic in dramatic scope,
while it stays true to folk/rock roots.
The musician has set 22 poems by
Edna St. Vincent Millay to Ameri-
cana Roots music, including folk,
rock, blues, bluegrass and jazz.

Hailed by Billboard Magazine as a
“singer’s singer,” Ms. Queler, who
performs on the guitar and mandolin,
has composed for television and film.
She has worked extensively as a stu-
dio singer and has shared the stage
with folk icons Richie Havens, Janis
Ian and Guy Clark, among others.

On Thursday, June 20, at 7 p.m.,
Lorraine Harwelik will return to the
library to present the Fundamentals
of Yoga. Her class is for anyone who
wants to build a safe and sound yoga
practice. Ms. Harwelik also will teach
Chair Yoga on Thursday, July 11.

Westfield resident and nurse Mary
Jo Rice-Mahoney will discuss her ex-
periences and career in the Army dur-
ing the tumultuous years of the Vietnam
War, where she rose to the rank of
colonel, on Saturday, June 22, at 2 p.m.

Colonel Rice-Mahoney spent 30
years in the U.S. Army Nurse Corps
and 20 years with the Department of
Veterans Affairs. She has been a con-
tributing author to nursing publica-
tions and speaks to many different
groups about her experiences in Viet-
nam. She now resides with her hus-
band, grandson and two dogs.

These programs are free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus li-
braries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Librar-
ies. Interested persons are advised to
check the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary website, wmlnj.org, to see if
their library is a MURAL participant.
To register for any or all of the three
programs, visit wmlnj.org and click
on the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday; and 1 to 5 p.m.
on Sunday. Beginning Sunday, June
23, the library will be closed on Sun-
days for the summer.

www.goleader.com

Hearing Soc. to Wrap
Term on June 20

WESTFIELD — The Hearing
Society will hold its final speech
reading class for the 2018-2019
term on Thursday, June 20, at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield.
Following the lesson, the group
will hold its Annual Luncheon.
Members interested in attending
the luncheon should call Lorraine
Galluzzi at (973) 467-4038 to make
their reservations.

Speech Reading classes are
scheduled to resume in mid-Sep-
tember. Information on the exact
date will be available before Labor
Day. The First Baptist Church of
Westfield is located at 70 Elm
Street.

Ronald A. Confair

Ronald A. Confair, 83, Family Man;
Had Long Career In Business

Ronald A. Confair, a life lived......
Ron went to heaven on Wednes-

day, June 5, 2019. He passed away
in his home. He now
joins his beloved wife
of 50 years, Cecelia
Snell Confair.

Ron was born on
January 27, 1936 in
Pennsylvania to Arlene
DeLong and Harvey
Gilliam Confair. Ron
had an impressive busi-
ness career which
started at age 17 for
Western Union. He
worked in New Jersey,
New York and on
Hudson Street in New
York City. He managed 1,800 people
at the height of his career. He trav-
eled to California and lived in Los
Angeles where he managed Western
Union’s real estate west of the Mis-
sissippi. He was with Western Union
over 40 years. He then found great
joy working with the people of High
Desert Creditors Service, and has
been there 20-plus years. Ron worked
until the very last day, an accom-
plishment he was proud of.

Members of Ron’s family are his
children, Renee Confair (and Gerry
Mosel), Cynthia Confair Noyes and

Ralph Austin Confair
(and Jill); his grand-
children, Jill Watts
(and Jason),  John
Noyes and Jordan
Confair; great-grand-
children, Tyler, Brody
and Bentley Watts, and
his cousin, Jay Hein
(and Brandon).

Extended family are
David Snell, Mimi
Landes, Joe and Maggie
and David Cerna (and
family), Heidi and Bob
Wolfe (and family),

Linda and Art Olvera (and family),
and Hans Dahmen. We call that
“Ohana” in Hawaii.

A Celebration of Life service is
planned for Monday, June 24, at 11
a.m., at Sunset Hills Memorial
Park/Apple Valley, Calif.

Quote of the day from Ron: To-
day is the tomorrow you worried
about yesterday.
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