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Thank You All for Making Cranford
Memorial Day Ceremony Success

This letter comes with sincere
thanks to all who participated in hon-
oring the men and women who lost
their lives while defending our
country’s freedom. The Township of
Cranford has 86 residents who have
given their lives for our freedom, and
I am proud to say, each and every one
of these residents were recognized
this year once again, as a flag with
their names on a ribbon for each sol-
dier stood proudly at the ceremony.

The Memorial Day Committee
members: Master of Ceremonies Bar-
bara Bilger, Lee Blowe, Colonel An-
drew Burns, Jay Boxwell, Mark
Dingelstedt, Jerry Dobbins, Russ
Graham, Elizabeth Mathieu, Heinz
Ricken, Chris Sands and the Cranford
86 organizer Don Sweeney.

VFW Post 335: Commander Colo-
nel Andrew Burns, Grand Marshal
Lee Blowe, and all of the members of
Cranford’s VFW Post 335.

Volunteers of the Recreation and
Parks Advisory Board: Don Barone,
Carolyn Capone-Pugliese, Michelle
Cook, Marita Dow and Wally
Shackell.

Mayor and Township Committee:
Mayor Pat Giblin, Deputy Mayor Ann
Dooley, Commissioner Tom Hannen,
Commissioner Jean Maisonneuve and
Commissioner Mary O’Connor.

Clergy Council: specifically, Rev-
erend Andrew Kruger and Pastor
Connie Salerno.

The Recreation and Parks Staff:
Bill Babkowski, Lori Donnelly, Gerry
Fedorchak, Patty Kozlowski, Aaryn
Wichelns and Morgan Dow.

Cranford Police Department,
Cranford Fire Department, Cranford
First Aid Squad Cranford Depart-

ment of Public Works, Cranford
Board of Education, TV 35, Green
Thumb Garden Club of Cranford,
Cranford Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts
and many more.

An extended thanks for the efforts
of many other individuals who par-
ticipated and volunteered their time
and energy which made our Memo-
rial Day ceremony a success.

Stephen Robertazzi
Director, Cranford Recr. Pool

Women Dems Of Union County Thank
Supporters For Primary Election Wins

Following last Tuesday’s highly
contentious Democratic Primary
Election in Union County, Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr, Roselle Mayor
Christine Dansereau and Clark Demo-
cratic Municipal Chair Nancy
Sheridan released the following state-
ment thanking their supporters and
looking towards the future:

“Tuesday’s primary election
brought huge wins for women
throughout Union County and for
people who believe in true Demo-
cratic values everywhere. We faced
an uphill battle every step of the way
that started with removing us, as in-
cumbents, off the party line and even
escalated to court battles simply to be
allowed to run for re-election.

After many, many years of service
to our County Democratic Commit-
tee, it was certainly an eye-opening
experience to find opposition within
our own party trying to silence our
voices.

Our victories would not be pos-
sible without the residents who turned
out in historic numbers to vote in a
primary election. Together, we suc-
cessfully fought to keep our values
and our leaders local. The residents in
the communities we lead, can always
count on us to never back down from
a fight, and to always fight for them.”

Fanwood Mayor Collen Mahr
Roselle Mayor Christine Dansereau

Clark Dem Chair Nancy Sheridan

Letters to the Editor Mueller Report Outlined Potential
Obstruction Of Justice Incidents

He Cannot Bear to Have His Scholastic
Records Made Public, Why?

Council Urgued to Vote for The Rink,
Determine The Right Long-Term Spot

We write in response to the Garwood
Borough Council’s letter dated June 4,
2019 to Mayor Brindle and the
Westfield Town Council regarding the
Westfield Rink. As ardent supporters
of the rink, and who saw firsthand the
many recreational benefits that the rink
provided last winter, we commend the
Garwood Council for recognizing the
importance of recreation.

However, we’re struggling with how
to interpret the Garwood Council’s
stated concern for quality of life in the
Gumbert Park neighborhood in light of
its support and approval for the signifi-
cant residential and business develop-
ment in this area abutting Gumbert
Park and in other areas of Garwood.

The Westfield Rink’s location, in a
section of Gumbert Park, abuts a state
highway (Rt. 28), Garwood’s ShopRite
intersection and mixed retail develop-
ments. Over the years, Garwood sup-
ported and approved the addition of
the ShopRite store, The Lofts with 24
residential units and bustling retail busi-
nesses, and the Pointe with 44
townhouse units – which has all brought
increased population, traffic, conges-
tion and noise to this neighborhood,
but has also benefited the local com-
munity with the addition of the fantas-
tic retail businesses.

In addition, in August 2012, the
Garwood Council voted 5-1 to develop
the Garwood Sports and Recreation
Complex despite understanding that it
directly bordered a Cranford residen-
tial neighborhood (in addition to
Garwood residential neighborhoods),
increased traffic and noise to the area,
would be used significantly by non-
residents, included a concession stand,
changed the park from dawn to dusk to
having activity and lights on until 10
p.m., and increased taxes significantly.

That said, the Garwood Borough
Council approved what is a wonderful
recreational facility that is actively used
by its residents and people throughout
the county, including Westfield soccer
teams.

Most recently, the Garwood Bor-
ough Council has approved a develop-
ment on South Avenue that will add a
massive residential and retail complex
near downtown Garwood, including
300 to 400 residential units, which will
increase Garwood’s population by over
13 percent and will add significant
traffic and congestion to an already
overpopulated area. Instead of using
this land for recreation or open park
space, it chose instead to pursue the
option that would generate tax revenue
for the town.

In all of these situations, the Garwood
Council analyzed the benefits versus
the drawbacks, including impact on
the neighbors, and determined to move
forward with development for what it
viewed as the greater good of the
Garwood community.

This is similar to the decision on the
Westfield Rink. While the Town of
Westfield reviews the active Parks and
Recreation survey and decides whether
and where to put a seasonal ice rink
each year, the Gumbert location is the
only location in town that doesn’t re-
quire significant development costs. It
has allowed the town to prove out the
concept with zero net financial impact
to its residents. As demonstrated this
past winter, the ice rink was a highly
successful recreational facility — ac-
tively used for public skating and youth
hockey with more than 22,000 uses,
including more than 11,000 by
Westfield residents.

As Garwood’s Council has done over
the years, weigh the pros and cons, but
vote for the good of the broader com-
munity. We urge the Westfield Council
to vote for the Westfield Rink, quickly
determine the right long-term spot for
the ice rink, and work with the man-
agement company to make further im-
provements in the near-term while in
the Gumbert location.

John McDevitt and Matt Dunn
Westfield

In response to a letter on June 6, from
Patricia Quattrocchi, on the topic of the
removal of POTUS, as an average citi-
zen, I would like to give some different
viewpoints on issues she raised.

As to Hillary Clinton, you are the one
who seems obsessed. Ms. Clinton has
been out of the public eye for almost
three years. As far as I know, she has no
intention of seeking elected office now,
or in the future. Why are you harping on
her? She is not an issue any longer,
move on. It is almost funny that you go
into great detail calling her a “sour,
miserable loser,”all adjectives I have
heard referring to Mr. Trump on numer-
ous occasions. I recall our longest, cost-
liest government shutdown, because he
failed to secure a vote on his wall. Sore,
and miserable loser indeed.

POTUS had two years of a Republi-
can controlled Legislature, why was the
GOP so unsuccessful???

Talk of impeachment by the Demo-
crats did not raise its head till after the
November 2018 elections, not in 2016.

Did you read the Mueller Report?
Did you listen to Mr. Mueller’s news
conference? It is his interpretation of
Department of Justice policy that the
Justice Department cannot indict a sit-
ting President. Therefore, his role was
to gather, organize and present the facts.
He did just this, never vindicated any-

one. His job done, it is now the obliga-
tion of the Congress to move on the
facts. This is the checks and balances
system, designed by our Founding Fa-
thers! But here is where the plot thick-
ens. AG Barr, a well-documented Trump
supporter, as well as his appointee, has
taken up the mantel to protect his boss,
by deciding (even though he is a De-
partment of Justice employee) to de-
clare vindication of POTUS! This is
based on the AG’s summary, and refus-
ing to release the entire report even to
the Congress!!

As to the our President’s personal
and business records, what is he hid-
ing? Hiding behind an audit, really? He
seems to be quite vocal in ascertaining
his business genius. Where did he get
money, when banks would no longer
provide loans? Is he beholden to any
foreign lenders?

This is a man who belittles people as
“low IQ,” yet cannot bear to have his
own scholastic records made public,
why? He should be eager to share.

As an average citizen, I feel you
should do a bit of research on both sides
of issues. Some of the American public
deem these questions be answered, as
they are important if we are to remain a
strong, and just democracy.

Christine Calhoun
Cranford

Your editorial in the June 6 edition
says we should forget the Mueller
investigation and move on. I disagree.
And so do one thousand and six former
federal prosecutors.

In a statement published on
Medium.com, the prosecutors make
it clear that the Mueller report out-
lined potential obstruction of justice
incidents involving President Trump.
They stated that an individual other
than the president would be indicted
with “multiple felony charges” for
obstruction.

Examples:
1) “The President’s efforts to fire

Mueller and falsify evidence about
that effort.”

2) “The President’s efforts to limit
the scope of Mueller’s investigation
to exclude his conduct,” and

3) His efforts to “prevent witnesses
from co-operating with investigators
probing him and his campaign.”

The President told his attorney Don
McGahn to fire Mueller, and when
word of that got out, he told McGahn
to lie and say he never asked. He tried
to pressure Mueller into limiting the
scope of the investigation. He tried to
influence witnesses being questioned
by Mueller’s team through dangling
pardons and intimidation. And these

are but a few instances in the report.
The prosecutors sum up their letter

with the following: “...we recognize
the prosecution of obstruction of jus-
tice cases is critical because un-
checked obstruction, which allows
intentional interference with criminal
investigations to go unpunished puts
the whole system of justice at risk...the
overwhelming weight of professional
judgment would come down in favor
of prosecution for the conduct out-
lined in the Mueller report.”

It does not stop there. As commit-
tees in the House try to investigate
further the Mueller report and other
aspects of the President’s potential
corruption, he has told officials in his
administration to ignore legally valid
subpoenas and has instructed them
not to appear or co-operate. These
people should be held in contempt of
Congress. It is the job of the legisla-
tive branch to have oversight of the
executive branch. This is what is called
“checks and balances.” It’s in the
Constitution. He is weakening the
foundations of the three equal
branches of our government and many
who realize this are fearful.

Marjorie Picard
Scotch Plains

Can You Clear
Things Up?

After reading The Leader’s May
30 coverage of the last Cranford
Township Committee meeting, which
said the town had paid bills to attor-
ney Cooper for a suit brought by
Benedict Caiola against Commis-
sioner Maisoneuve, I went online to
find the case. The case that emerged
was by Lockey Maisonneuve against
Benedict Calola involving his assis-
tance in publishing a book she wrote.

It made no sense to me that the
township would pay for legal services
in a private pursuit. I wrote the mayor,
deputy mayor and Commissioner
Maisonneuve and received a reply
from Commissioner Maisonneuve Mr.
Maisonneuve says The Leader article
was in error and the township has paid
no bills to attorney Cooper around
Loceky Maisonneuve’s private suit.
He says Mr. Caiola did sue the town-
ship and Commissioner Maisonneuve,
but those legal services were handled
by another attorney. The two legal
bills approved at the May 30 township
meeting clearly were from attorney
Cooper as presented at the meeting.
Something is still not right about the
original story or Mr. Maisonneuve’s
response to me. Please be alert to this
in your coverage of tonight’s (June
10) Cranford Township Committee
meeting and see if you can clear things
up.

Victor Bary
Cranford

Thank You Fanwood
Dem. Voters

We would like to express our grati-
tude to the Fanwood District Two
Democratic Primary voters for their
support this past primary day. We
enjoyed meeting with you during our
campaign and we appreciate that you
took the time to study the issues and
participate in this grass roots exercise
in democracy.

You realized that the primary chal-
lenge was an effort by the county to
unduly exert influence in our local
affairs from afar. You saw through
this ploy and took the time out of your
busy day to make your voices heard.
We will be honored to serve you on
the Fanwood Dem. Committee.

Let us also be clear that we harbor
no ill will toward our opponents Bob
and Barbara Brennan, long time
Fanwoodians and our neighbors, who
will we always consider our friends
and to whom we wish only good luck
and the best of health.

Trish Walsh, Steve Falco
Fanwood Democratic D-2
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Cranford Planning Board Made
Right Call in Denying 750 Walnut

COMMENTARY

After reviewing a mound of infor-
mation presented over multiple meet-
ings held over the past year, the
Cranford Planning Board made the
right call last Wednesday by rejecting
an application by Hartz Mountain
Industries, LLC to rezone 750 Wal-
nut Avenue from a commercial zone
to one allowing multiple housing
units. The recommendation by the
planning board now goes to the town-
ship committee for a final vote.

Over the course of the delibera-
tions, the board has heard strong op-
position to Hartz Mountain’s pro-
posal to build 905 apartments on the
site, which is located across from the
Hyatt Hills golf course on the
Cranford/Clark border. In his report,
Cranford Board of Education demog-
rapher Ross Haber said the develop-
ment, which would consist of five
buildings, would result in 353 more
children coming into the Cranford
Public Schools, which are already at
capacity now. Residents also formed
a group, “Cranford Residents Against
Overdevelopment,” to oppose the
development. Signs have popped up
around the community opposing the
750 Walnut plan.

As we have said, the Hartz Moun-
tain proposal would be the largest
housing project in our area. Our road-
ways are quickly seeing significantly
more traffic these days with more to
come from the 297-unit South Av-
enue development under construc-

tion in Garwood to be followed by an
additional 73 town homes, and the
225-unit Birchwood Avenue devel-
opment in Cranford.

But this is not just about more traf-
fic. Overdevelopment impacts school-
class size also. In addition, it puts
more pressure on police and fire de-
partments and rescue squads, while
removing the local town feel for which
many residents moved into suburban
Union County.

While the Hartz Mountain applica-
tion as is would need 750 Walnut to
be rezoned, we hope other towns are
watching. Local towns need to band
together to stop these massive devel-
opments that only make money for
developers, builders and attorneys at
the expense of local residents.

We hope the township committee
will heed the planning board’s rec-
ommendation by rejecting the Hartz
Mountain rezoning application.
Mayor Patrick Giblin and Deputy
Mayor Ann Dooley both sit on the
planning board and voted against the
application. The township committee
is made up of five members.

The next issue is whether Cranford
will be successful in getting its immu-
nity to builder’s remedy lawsuits ex-
tended beyond the end of June 2019,
as the township currently is negotiat-
ing its affordable-housing plan.

Let this be the one time where you
can fight city hall — in this case the
courts — and win.

‘Fiefdom Of Fanwood’ Shilling For
The Usual Liberal-Democrat Screed

Just wanted to reply to Patricia
Quatttrochi’s Letter to the Editor with
a hearty well said!

The only thing that Ms. Quattrocchi
got wrong was stating that HRH
Hillary Clinton was a cold person and
does not recognize her own short-
comings. Actually she is more like the
spoiled little brat at a children’s party
who puts on an rude attitude and
wretched pout simply because she
didn’t get a big piece of cake and
large scoop of ice cream.

Another glaring example of this is
the recent empty-headed spectacle
(attended by no more than 24 people)
that the pixilated duo of Bonnie
Watson Coleman and Colleen Mahr
held in Mahr’s ‘Fiefdom of Fanwood’
shilling for the usual liberal Demo-
crat screed calling for President
Trump’s impeachment despite the fact
that there was little to no evidence
found by the investigative committee
for over three years.

It’s too bad Bonnie Watson
Coleman can’t find the same energy
to address and attend to the problems
of crime, drug usage, and the loss of
jobs - to the human sewage aka the
illegal aliens flooding across the bor-
der amongst her African-American
constituents that her fellow Demo-
crats like Nancy Pelosi turn a blind
eye to.

Also no mention of the hateful anti-
Jewish behavior by Ilhan Omar and
her fellow bigot Women’s March or-
ganizer Linda Sarsour. It seems

Coleman and Mahr feel the fallacy of
climate change is more of a threat
along with the sheer nerve of states
like Alabama and Georgia exercising
states rights in opposing abortion.

With madcap antics by the always
graceless and obstreperous Coleman
and Mahr the support for President
Trump’s re-election is assured.

Oh, and sorry that only 24 bothered
to show up for Mahr and Coleman’s
bargain basement version of The View.
Perhaps the vast majority of us sup-
port President Trump and didn’t want
to risk our lives in the hazardous
weather!

James Kurdyla
Clark

Leader Editorial June 6
Re: ‘Congress Needs to Move On From

Mueller and Impeachment Harangue’ -
You quote a South Jersey Congressman
that the people “are tired of the investiga-
tion” and “tired of the accusations.” You
do not, however, encourage your readers
to actually read the Mueller report. You
suggest that the people will decide at the
ballot box in 2020. Indeed they will, but
the overwhelming majority of those vot-
ers will also not read the report. Do we
want an informed electorate or not?

It is worth repeating that Mueller was
prevented from indicting the President
by Justice Department rules. Please read
that again. Therefore, there will be no
indictment.

Mueller did say this: “if we had confi-
dence after a thorough investigation of
the facts that the president did not commit
obstruction of justice, we would so state.”
He went on to say “accordingly, while
this report does not conclude that the
president committed a crime, it also does

not exonerate him.”
In a statement signed by hundreds of

former federal prosecutors, they said the
following:

“Each of us believes that the conduct
of President Trump described in Special
Counsel Robert Mueller’s report would,
in the case of any other person not cov-
ered by the Office of Legal Counsel policy
against indicting a sitting President, re-
sult in multiple felony charges for ob-
struction of justice.”

Bottom line: Do we want to know the
whole truth, or as close as we can get to
that? If yes, then Congress needs to pick
up where Mueller left off. They need to
investigate - call them impeachment hear-
ings or not.

In fact, Congress has a constitutional
duty to investigate. It is not optional, and
we should support their efforts.

Marvin Kaplan
Westfield


