
Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 8 Thursday, June 13, 2019 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Union Catholic High School
Congratulates the Class of 2019

on obtaining a remarkable $30,036,747 in college scholarships.

1600 Martine Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-889-1600,Ext. 302 • www.unioncatholic.org

LEADER IN ITALY...During Spring Break, close to 75 eighth-grade students
from Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools in Westfield traveled to Switzer-
land and Italy with teachers Marc Lazarow, Tamara Zuckerman and Kim
Schumacher. Here they are pictured in Bolonga, Italy, with The Westfield Leader.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOKING FOR BARGAINS...Shoppers check out the various venders at
Saturday’s street fair in the parking lot of the Westfield train station on South
Avenue.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COOLING OFF WITH A SNOW CONE...This youngster enjoys a snow cone at
Saturday’s street fair in the parking lot of the Westfield train station on South
Avenue.

expressed concerns that a future owner
of the house could change the nature
of the property into some type of
business in a residential neighbor-
hood. Kendra Duran also said that
“the scope of the project is too large.”

In other business, the board ap-
proved five applications to install
fences, including a six-foot vinyl fence
along Sunset Place at the American
Legion building on park Avenue, a
six-foot fence in the front yard at 307
Roberts lane, a six-foot fence at 1761
Cooper Road, a five-foot fence in the
front yard at 1670 Cooper Road and
a six-foot fence in the front yard at
303 Montague Avenue. Prior to the
board’s hearings, there was some dis-
cussion about working with the town-
ship council on a revised fence ordi-
nance in an effort to cut down on the
amount of fence-related applications
the zoning board considers.
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Cranford Bd. Says ‘No’ To
Rezoning of 750 Walnut

being urged to plan ahead because
parking will be at a premium in the
downtown area. Parking will be pro-
hibited along the parade route and in
the parking lot next to the municipal
building. The Farmers Market on
Saturday will take place on Grand
Street adjacent to the Scotch Plains
Baptist Church.

in popularity amongst municipali-
ties, stated Mr. Salvante. Red Bank
introduced the exact concept pro-
posed by Isabela in Scotch Plains
and the feedback from residents was
very positive. Mr. Salvante said he
has spoken with other recreation di-
rectors regarding the proposal.

The Gold Award is the highest honor
a Girl Scout can receive. Each Gold
Award project is comprehensive, re-
quiring the Girl Scout to devote a
minimum of 80 hours to the project,
stated Mr. Salvante.

“I am responsible for putting this
together and figuring everything out,”
Isabela said.

Mr. Salvante said the project re-
quires little financial resources or
manpower from the recreation de-
partment with numerous upsides.

“We need to publicize Ms. Allen’s
efforts and the Eagle Scout projects.
We want to encourage more projects
like these,” Commissioner Colleen
Gialanella said.

Commissioner Gialanella stated
the Girl Scout and Boy Scout projects
enhance Scotch Plains’ parks a “little
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Famwood Times

CRANFORD – The planning board
had a heart, and said no to 750 Walnut.
The board unanimously denied, by a
10-to-0 vote Wednesday night, Hartz
Mountain Industries’ application to
rezone 750 Walnut Avenue from a C-
3 zone to a multi-family residential
zone. The board’s vote is considered a
recommendation to the township com-
mittee, which will make the final deci-
sion whether to rezone the property.
Before the township committee can
vote, the planning board at one of the
board’s upcoming scheduled meetings
will have to pass a resolution of its
decision, which then moves to the
township committee.

The board had multiple votes on
multiple questions it had to consider,
and deliberated and made statements
for its reasoning to not recommend
the rezoning of the property. The first
was to consider if the property as it is
zoned has fallen into inutility, which
means “uselessness or no practical
use,” Board Chairwoman Kathleen
Murray said.

The board cited the testimony by
the applicant did not provide a bur-
den of proof that the property has
fallen into inutility where it can no
longer be leased or sold for the uses in
the C-3 zone, and that the rezone
would not further the purpose of the
land-use law and goals of the
township’s master plan.

Board member Chris Chapman,
who began stating his reasons for
voting against the application, had
said the board’s real-estate expert had
“sufficient reliable evidence” that sup-
ported that the property is not in in-
utility or would be in inutility if not
rezoned. He also cited citizen objec-
tors’ comments on the application.
Board member Peter Taylor said that
Hartz experts “lack credibility” and
that their real-estate expert used a
“passive approach” in marketing and
leasing space.

“Most of the hardships Hartz has
identified...are self-imposed,” Mr.
Chapman said.

The board maintained that the
applicant’s real-estate expert testimony
was not consistent with the board’s
expert. The board cited rates per square
feet that were too high; poor market-
ing of the property; that Hartz had no
investment in the property since 1988
other than retrofitting a building for
one tenant, Bank of America, which
vacated in recent years; that the appli-
cant neglected to actively pursue ten-
ants of similar types of businesses
such as Summit Medical Group, which
had been in negotiation, but fell
through, to lease part of the property;
that Hartz Mountain’s refusal to rent
smaller square footage of property has
created a self-inflicted burden, and the
application with the planning board to
rezone the 30.5 acres of property has
resulted in a lack of interest from les-
sors.

Also, the board found the testimony
by the applicant’s engineer regarding
lack of access to the New Jersey Turn-
pike and Route 1 as not reliable be-
cause the current industrial trucking
company there presently has large
trucks coming and going, and that
modern industrial facilities use smaller
trucks for deliveries and those smaller
trucks can transport on the Garden
State Parkway, which is easily acces-
sible from the property.

Ann Dooley, planning board mem-
ber and deputy mayor of the township
committee, said of the applicant’s en-

gineer, Jeffrey Martell, “He admit-
ted he did not review any plans of
the buildings on site... His testi-
mony is not actually reliable, or
substantiable or sufficiently cred-
ible to us.”

Plus, since the property currently
has a trucking company operating
there and has been for decades, and
the fact that PSE&G has approached
Hartz to buy part of the property for
a substation, which is a permitted
use in the current zone, the board
agreed there is further proof the
property is not in inutility.

Mr. Taylor said that the applicant’s
real estate expert, Charles Reese,
during his testimony “was holding
back information from the planning
board” about negotiations between
Hartz and PSE&G, and negotiations
to buy property there “would ne-
gate the application at hand,” Mr.
Taylor said.

Also, if PSE&G was to buy part
of the property it could mean that
the density of the proposed apart-
ments could be reduced, thereby
effectively changing the tax rev-
enue that Hartz Mountain testified
about…and “may not provide a ben-
efit to the township which Hartz
was trying to sell,” Mr. Taylor said.

The board concurred the rezon-
ing of the property would not fur-
ther the municipal land-use law and
master-plan goals. The board said
that residential density is to be de-
veloped near to mass transit, which
this property is not; that the pro-
posed concept for the 905 apart-
ments with swimming pools and
clubhouses is exclusive and not
inclusionary to the rest of the com-
munity; that the 905 proposed apart-
ments being located across from a
historic district is in opposition to
the master plan, and is not compat-
ible with the surrounding area, and
that the density would not help in
the shortfall of open space.

Regarding testimony from the
applicant’s expert and the board’s
and board of education’s experts
about the fiscal impact statement
that explains how the proposed multi-
family use would benefit the town-
ship, the board sided with its own
and the board of education experts.

Ms. Dooley laid out a number of
inequities from the applicant’s plan-
ning expert, Keenan Hughes, testi-
mony. Some of the inequities she
cited were his inability to answer
questions about his calculations, his
change in methodologies, and pro-
jections of school-aged children.

Ms. Dooley concluded, “I am not
confident that Mr. Hughes’ work
was done with accuracy in mind.”

She said his work was “unreli-
able and certainly not at level with
requisite substantial credible evi-
dence that the applicant is required
to present to meet its burden.”

“The applicant has not established
an accurate school-aged child num-
ber,” she said.

Ms. Dooley said she found that
the testimony of the board’s plan-
ner, Ray Liotta, was “compelling,
sound and, in my opinion, reliable.”

The township has immunity from
any builder’s remedy lawsuits until the
end of June 2019, as Cranford cur-
rently is negotiating its affordable-
housing plan. The township has re-
quested an extension past the Sunday,
June 30 deadline, but has not received
a response from the court (as of press
deadline), Mayor Patrick Giblin told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IT’S A NO VOTE...Cranford Planning Board member Peter Taylor, center,
discusses the Hartz Mountain application at the June 5, board meeting. The
board rejected a change in zoning for 750 Walnut Avenue in a 10-to-0 vote.

Westfield Area Y Seeks to
Use Back Yards for Parking

By JILL BURKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area Y appeared before the town’s
board of adjustment Monday night
seeking approval to use three resi-
dential houses’ backyards as em-
ployee parking. The proposal, if
approved, would create 15 to 20
new parking spaces.

Mark Elsasser, chief executive of-
ficer of the Westfield Area Y, spoke
on behalf of the organization. The Y
has existed at its current Clark Street
location since 1923 and owns all
three houses cited in the applica-
tion. Three staff members live with
their families on the second floor of
each house, while the lower levels
are used as storage for Y equip-
ment.

The Westfield Area Y employs
about 430 staff members across all
their facilities, most of whom are
part-time, and 15 to 30 of whom are
working at the Clark Street location
at any given time. There also is a
night shift of six to eight workers,
meaning that the Y is staffed at all
times. The Y proposed to use the
new parking areas for full-time and
overnight employees, to prevent a
heavy flow of movement in and out
of the residential area as part-time
employees’ shorter shifts begin and
end.

Representatives of the Y ex-
plained that rather than seeking ap-
proval to demolish the three houses
and create one large parking lot,
they are trying to be good neighbors
and preserve the integrity of the
residential character of the neigh-
borhood.

The Y currently leases several
parking spots from Bank of America,
but the bank is unwilling to sell
despite attempts by the Y to pur-
chase space. The Y also is in “con-
stant discussion” with Lord & Tay-
lor, which has offered for the Y to
use a corner lot for employee park-
ing, but that option is “limited and
temporary,” Mr. Elsasser said.

Residents of the Ferris Place
neighborhood present at Monday’s
meeting expressed their concerns
regarding noise, light and security
issues. These concerns are exacer-
bated by additional congestion from
the nearby intermediate school and
church, and from commuters park-
ing on the street..

The Y reasons that if it can get 20
cars out of the main parking lot and
into the proposed new employee
parking lot, that would get 20 cars
off the street, improving the experi-
ence for both Y members and neigh-
borhood residents. Neighbors ar-
gue that getting 20 cars off the street
would simply allow 20 new cars to
park in their residential area. Rather
than alleviating the street parking
situation, they worry there would
be no change, except they would
then be living across from a parking
lot.

“I think that you’ve done about as
good a job as you can to design a
parking lot to fit in a residential
area. But it’s still a parking lot in a
residential area,” board member
Rob Bennachio said.

The Y also sought approval to
replace three sheds currently out-
side the building with one large shed.
The exterior of the proposed shed
would be in keeping with the design
of the rest of the neighborhood.

The discussion of the Y’s pro-
posal lasted three hours, and ulti-
mately, representatives of the Y re-
quested for their application to be
carried at least a month to allow
them time to make revisions to their
plan that better reflect the concerns
of the board and neighborhood resi-
dents.

After the Y’s proposal, Kelly
Grillon of 4 Stanley Oval and her
architect, Bob Algarin, presented
their application to maintain an ex-
isting one-car garage where the town
ordinance requires a minimum two-
car garage. Their application for a
variance was approved.

Pedro Pizha of 612 Ripley Place
and his architect, Jeffrey Lewis, pre-
sented their application to build a
two-story addition on Mr. Pizha’s
two-story, two-family home, where
the ordinance requires a minimum
front-yard setback of 25 feet and a
maximum building coverage of 20
percent. The board decided the pro-
posed addition would add too much
square footage for the size of the
lot, and offered to carry the pro-
posal to next month’s meeting to
allow Mr. Pizha and Mr. Lewis time
to make revisions.

The last case heard by the board
was an appeal by Ken Wu of 1128
Central Avenue to build a 14- to 18-
foot-wide circular driveway on a
70-foot-wide lot, where the town
ordinance allows a maximum width
of 10 feet for circular driveways,
and a minimum lot width of 80 feet.
The board approved the circular
driveway to allow a safer exit for
cars leaving the driveway and turn-
ing onto busy Central Avenue, but
the circular part of the driveway
must be a maximum 10 feet in width
with the straight section that leads
to the garage being 18 feet.

The next board meeting will take
place on Monday, July 8, at 7:30
p.m., in the Westfield Municipal
Building.
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Recreation Commission
bit at a time” on a voluntary basis,
often unexpectedly and to resident
delight.

Mr. Salvante said Isabela’s rec-
reation commission approval
launches the infancy steps to the
project. Her neighborhood park is
Brookside, but she will tour
Jerseyland before deciding which
park she plans to choose for her
project.

Commissioner Alfonse Akins
said Brookside Park is a good lo-
cation because children frequent
the park during the “camp (sum-
mer) months.”

A lifelong Scotch Plains resi-
dent, Isabela has been a Girl Scout
since the first grade. She is a sopho-
more at Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains.

In other business, the Greenside
Park bathroom renovations are “99
percent completed,” stated Mr.
Salvante. The bathrooms should
be open for public use within a
week or so.

He said Brookside Park’s new
playground installation is underway.

BOE Moves Forward With
Referendum for Full-Day K

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield voters
will get a chance to make their opin-
ions known on full-day kindergarten
at a special March 2020 bond refer-
endum election.

At a public workshop session dur-
ing Tuesday night’s meeting, the
Westfield Board of Education (BOE)
voted 6 to 3 to move forward with a
referendum for bonds needed to con-
struct additions to some of the local
schools. Gretchan Ohlig, Tara Oporto
and Michael Bielen voted no. Board
member Brendan Galligan stated that
he “does not feel as if we (the district)
really need full-day kindergarten, but
the public keeps asking for it, so let’s
put the question to the voters.”

Thirteen hundred respondents an-
swered a survey by the board. Board
member Robert Garrison relayed that
the overall response was positive;
70.5 percent of respondents either
fully supported or most likely sup-
ported full-day kindergarten, while
21.9 percent said they did not, and 7.3
percent said they were uncertain.

According to Business Adminis-
trator Dana Sullivan, an enrollment
study shows the number of incoming
first graders for the 2019-2020 school
year is 455. The actual enrollment of
half-day kindergarten students is 221.
Therefore, the projected increase of
students for a full-day kindergarten
program is 232 more students.
Twenty-three classrooms will be
needed to house a full-day kindergar-
ten of this size. Currently, the schools
have nine classrooms available and
need 14 additional rooms. This is
based on a class size of roughly 20
students.

According to Ms. Sullivan, to pro-
vide these rooms, expansions will
need to be added to some of the local
schools. Washington Elementary,
Jefferson Elementary and Wilson El-
ementary Schools have been deter-
mined suitable for expansion. The
estimated cost combined for all three
schools is $13 million to $14.3 mil-
lion. Franklin, McKinley and Lin-
coln Elementary Schools were
deemed not suitable due to lack of
land. Tamaques Elementary School’s
land grade would require additional
building costs to construct on the
slope, around $12.7 million just for
this school, and is therefore consid-
ered unsuitable, she said.

Other ideas for expansion, such as
the BOE offices and private building
acquisitions, were deemed not ap-
propriate due to the updating, refit-
ting and rehabilitation costs to meet
current school building codes. Also
researched, but considered unsuitable
as long-term solutions, were trailers
and refurbished shipping containers.

Ms. Sullivan said if the bond refer-
endum passes in March 2020, the
public will have a separate vote in
November of 2021 to increase the
overall operating budget that will rise

above the state cap, due to the addi-
tional staff needed to run the full-day
kindergarten program. If both of those
pass, full-day kindergarten would be
available in September 2022. Cur-
rently, 10 percent of New Jersey
schools do not have full-day kinder-
garten.

Earlier in the regular meeting, the
board voted to nominate the late
Westfield High School Principal Dr.
Derrick Nelson for the Soldier’s
Medal. The Soldier’s Medal is
awarded to any person of the armed
forces, “who distinguished himself or
herself by heroism not involving ac-
tual conflict with an enemy,” accord-
ing to the resolution. It further states,
“The heroism must have involved a
clearly recognizable personal hazard
or danger and the voluntary risk of
life.” The prestigious medal will be
decided upon by the United States
Secretary of Defense and Secretary
of the Army.

Mr. Galligan, who wrote the reso-
lution, said the more people behind
this nomination, the better chance of
having Dr. Nelson’s heroism hon-
ored.

The board also honored intermedi-
ate-school and high-school teachers.
Edison Intermediate Social Studies
teacher John Stacey and Roosevelt
Intermediate nurse and health teacher
Sharon Dougherty received the Opti-
mist Club of Westfield Recognition
Award. Westfield High School staff
recognition awards were presented to
English teacher Aimee Burgoyne-
Black, English/Project ’79 teacher
Erin McKeon, special-education
teacher Lara Rinaldi and custodian
Mario Arana.

The next school board meeting will
take place on Tuesday, June 18, at
7:30 p.m., at Westfield High School.


