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SISTER TIME...Kelley Rae O’Donnell as Maggie and Kathy McCafferty
as Rosemary in the Premiere Stages production of The Wake by
Tammy Ryan, on through Sunday, July 28, at the Bauer Boucher
Theatre Center at Kean Univ.

The Wake at Premiere Stages
Explores Family and Environment

By GRETA FRONTERO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — Last Friday marked
opening night for the 2019 Pre-
miere Play Festival Winner The
Wake, a thought-provoking piece
put on by Premiere Stages at Kean
University. The play explores the
themes of family, grief, and the
changing nature of man’s rela-
tionship with the environment.

Written by Tammy Ryan, the
show follows the story of Maggie

and Rosemary–sisters who rent a
beach house in Florida to scatter
the ashes of their late sister, Col-
leen. Disaster strikes when the
sisters and their respective part-
ners get caught in a severe hurri-
cane. A series of odd encounters
with wildlife suggests the storm is
only a side effect of deeper changes
in the environment.

Under the direction of Premiere
Stages Producing Artistic Direc-
tor John J Wooten, The Wake

tells a compelling story, while
maintaining the authenticity of a
real-life family. The dialogue be-
tween the characters feels genu-
ine, as if you are gazing into the
lives of real people as they cope
with the loss of a sister.

The complexity of Maggie and
Rosemary’s relationship is effec-
tively portrayed by Kelley Rae
O’Donnell and Kathy McCafferty,
respectively. Their dynamic on
stage reminds us that sometimes
relationships must be stripped to
their core before they can be
rebuilt. The duo demonstrates
raw human emotions–grief, frus-
tration, anger, love, forgiveness–
which allow each interaction to be
equally relatable and captivating.

James Gushue as Maggie’s
partner, Doyle, serves as a con-
stant reminder of the underlying
“Man vs. Nature” theme of the
show, as his character’s passion
for wildlife reflects a sort of wide-
spread anxiety regarding human
impact on the environment. How-
ever, Mr. Gushue’s performance
brings a lightness to the charac-
ter as well, offering comedic re-
lief to balance the more troubling
themes of the show.

Finally, Wayne Maugans as
Rosemary’s husband, Ed, success-
fully captures the unfortunate com-
placency of many Americans in
the destruction of the environ-
ment. Mr. Maugans’ character acts
counter to Mr. Gushue’s, and each
actor enhances the other’s perfor-
mance as the audience observes
the complicated dynamic unfold.

The production of the show, from
lights to costumes to props, and
every detail in between, creates a
foundation in which the actors can
shine on stage. Although the char-
acters are the focal point of the
performance, the talent and pro-
fessionalism of the crew should
not be overlooked.

The intimate setting of the Bauer
Boucher Theatre Center makes
visible every detail of the set and
every movement of the actors,
and the entire cast and crew truly
delivered to put on a solid show.

Ms. Ryan has also had work
appear locally at Luna Stage in
West Orange, in addition to Pre-
miere Stages, and she is a former
recipient of the American Theatre
Critics Association’s Francesca
Primus Prize for her play Lost Boy

Found in Whole Foods. The Wake
marks Ms. Ryan’s fourth collabo-
ration with Premiere Stages.

Director Wooten has also helmed
the New Jersey Premiere of Ms.
Ryan’s acclaimed play Soldier’s
Heart, and has directed numerous
critically acclaimed productions of
new plays at Premiere.

Performances of The Wake will
continue through Sunday, July
28, at the Bauer Boucher The-
atre Center on the Kean Univer-
sity main campus in Union. Tick-
ets are $30 standard, with dis-
counts for senior citizens, Kean
alumni and staff, students, and
patrons with disabilities. To make
reservations, call the box office
at (908) 737-7469 or visit Pre-
miere Stages online at
www.premierestagesatkean.com.
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STORM BREWING...Kathy McCafferty as Rosemary, Kelley Rae
O’Donnell as Maggie, James Gushue as Doyle, and Wayne Maugans
as Ed in the Premiere Stages production of The Wake by Tammy
Ryan, on through July 28.


