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Community Concert Band
Concludes Summer Concerts

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Concert Band, under the
direction of Thomas Connors, con-
cludes its Thursday evening Summer
Concert Series tonight, July 18, at
7:30 p.m. with a concert program of
classical, contemporary and Broad-
way selections, in Mindowaskin Park.

The band will perform Prairie
Dances, a tribute to the American
West by David Holsinger, March Op.
99, by Sergey Prokofiev, My Kind of
Towns, an arrangement of music cel-
ebrating popular American cities by
Sammy Nestico, and New London
Pictures, a music portrait of London,
by British composer, Nigel Hess.

Completing the program will be
performances of South Pacific-Sym-
phonic Scenario, a 1949 arrangement
of the award-winning Richard Rodgers
musical of the same name, and music
from the film, Silverado, by Bruce
Broughton. The band will conclude its
concert series with a performance of
The Stars and Stripes Forever, John
Philip Sousa’s 1896 masterpiece.

The band rehearses each Wednesday
evening from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in the
Community Room in the Westfield
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street. The band’s membership includes
musicians from age 18 to age 80, in-
cluding many active and retired music
educators. Under the music direction of
Mr. Connors, director of Instrumental
Music Studies and an assistant profes-
sor of Music Education at Kean Uni-
versity, the band performs a wide vari-
ety of concert band literature, including
many contemporary compositions. Ex-
perienced area musicians who are in-
terested in a position with the band
should contact Band President Barry
Rosenberg at (908) 337-9073 or
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

The band’s Summer Concert Series
is sponsored by the Westfield Recre-
ation Department, Don Bogardus, di-
rector. Chairs and blankets are recom-
mended. In the event of rain, the con-
cert will take place in the Westfield
Community Room, located in the
Westfield Municipal Building.

August Symphony Orchestra
Presents Free Concert

WESTFIELD– The August Sym-
phony Orchestra (TASO) will per-
form its annual concert on Sunday,
July 28, at 3 p.m. at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, presenting en-
gaging music with a summer theme.
Under the baton of conductor, Michael
Avagliano, the program features the
overture to Mozart’s The Magic Flute,
DvoYák’s Symphony No. 8 in G
Major, Op. 88, and Samuel Barber’s
Knoxville, Summer 1915 with vocal
soloist Stacia Thiel.

The Overture to The Magic Flute
K. 620 by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
is one of the supreme orchestral works
of the 18th century and perhaps one
of the greatest of Mozart’s overtures.
The Overture is notable for Mozart’s
brilliant use of counterpoint and dy-
namic contrasts. It balances both pro-
found and comedic melodies with
masterful ease and harmonic surety.
With its captivating music and whim-
sical story, The Magic Flute is one of
the most beloved operas of all time.
As with many of his earlier operas,
Mozart composed the opera first, and
the sparkling overture last.

Samuel Barber’s Knoxville: Sum-
mer of 1915 for voice and orchestra is
a lush, richly textured work that paints
a dreamy, nostalgic scene of a sum-
mer long past. It is based on James
Agee’s autobiographical poetic es-
say of the same title, reflecting a
childhood memory of idyllic sum-
mers spent with his family at their
home in Tennessee.  Evoking the high-
est aspects of Americana, this lyrical,
warm music is Barber at his best.
Performing the soprano solo is Stacia
Thiel, an accomplished, classically
trained singer and songwriter known
for her expressive vocal emotions
and storytelling through music.

Antonín DvoYák’s Symphony No.
8 is characteristic for its bright and
optimistic moods, woven throughout
with lyrical melodies, sounds of na-
ture and folk music themes. The mu-
sic, inspired by the tranquil, country-
side landscapes in which DvoYák
composed the symphony, depict a
summer’s day, with the rustling of
leaves in a gentle breeze and bird-like
flute passages, interrupted by a thun-
derstorm. Showing a remarkable va-
riety of themes, the symphony pre-
sents a colorful sequence of pastoral
images, from dance and march tem-
peraments to passages of heightened
drama, culminating in an energetic

finale.
This is the fourth season the or-

chestra will be conducted by Michael
Avagliano, who serves as music di-
rector of the Central Jersey Sym-
phony and the Summit Symphony
and is on the faculty of Drew Univer-
sity as director of the University Or-
chestra and violin professor. As a
violinist and violist, Mr. Avagliano
has appeared with the New Jersey
Symphony, the Singapore Symphony,
the Strauss Symphony of America,
and the Indianapolis Chamber Or-
chestra, and is an active performer in
the New York area.

“Maestro Avagliano brings a wealth
of talent and expertise to The August
Symphony Orchestra,” stated Robert
Whiteley, President of TASO. “We
are honored to have him lead our
orchestra and maintain our high stan-
dard of quality performance of musi-
cal works.”

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue at the intersection of East
Broad Street. It offers ample parking
and accessibility. There are parking
lots at the back entrance to the church
and across the street from the Sanctu-
ary next to the Church Cemetery, plus
plenty of on-street parking. The
church is handicapped accessible via
a ramp in the front of the Sanctuary
and through the Parish House, which
is ground level with elevator access.

The concert is made possible in
part by funds from the Union County
Office of Cultural & Heritage Affairs,
a partner of the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts and a generous
donation from Two River Commu-
nity Bank with branches in Westfield,
Cranford and Fanwood.

The August Symphony Orchestra
(TASO) is a non-profit organization
whose objective is to enrich the Garden
State community by offering an acces-
sible way for classical orchestral music
to be performed, listened to, and appre-
ciated by all. TASO’s mission is to
maintain a high standard of quality and
performance while bringing people to-
gether and upholding a spirit of acces-
sibility, community, and mutual love
for classical music. The orchestra wel-
comes and appreciates the financial
support from the public as well as from
local companies, financial institutions,
and New Jersey state grant founda-
tions. For further information, please
visit: http://tasonj.org/.

Photo by Mike Peters
STORM BREWING...Kathy McCafferty as Rosemary, Kelley Rae O’Donnell as
Maggie, James Gushue as Doyle, and Wayne Maugans as Ed in the Premiere
Stages production of The Wake by Tammy Ryan, on through July 28.

Local Piano Teacher Wins the NJ
Music Teacher of the Year Award

WESTFIELD -- Sondra Tammam,
pianist and faculty member at the Cali
School of Music, Montclair State Uni-
versity, was awarded the New Jersey
Music Teachers Association (NJMTA)
“Teacher of the Year Award”. Ms.
Tammam was recognized at the an-
nual conference held at Westminster
Choir College, Rider University.

Students of Ms. Tammam have won
prizes in competitions in New York
and New Jersey. Three of her students,
Emi Simonds, Keira Chen, and Jaime
Shou performed in Carnegie Hall at
Weill Recital Hall as first-prize win-
ners of the Golden Key 2019 Piano
Competition. James Bally, Tucker

Wang and Jaime Shou won prizes in
the International Web Great Compos-
ers Competition Series Competition.

Ms. Tammam serves on the Board
of the Music Educators Association of
New Jersey (MEANJ). She recently
judged the Leschetizky Association
International Piano Concerto Compe-
tition in New York City. In June, Ms.
Tammam, co-Director of the Dorothy
Taubman Festival, presented a three-
day festival at Montclair State Univer-
sity, under the Artistic Director David
Witten, piano chair. Ms. Tammam is a
performance critic for the annual Union
County Teen Arts Festival at Union
County College.

KEY TEACHER...Pictured, right, Sondra Tammam, pianist and faculty member
at the Cali School of Music, Montclair State University, was awarded the New
Jersey Music Teachers Association “Teacher of the Year Award” recently. She is
pictured at Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall with three of her students.

locally at Luna Stage in West Orange,
in addition to Premiere Stages, and
she is a former recipient of the Ameri-
can Theatre Critics Association’s
Francesca Primus Prize for her play
Lost Boy Found in Whole Foods. The
Wake marks Ms. Ryan’s fourth col-
laboration with Premiere Stages.

Director Wooten has also helmed
the New Jersey Premiere of Ms.
Ryan’s acclaimed play Soldier’s
Heart, and has directed numerous
critically acclaimed productions of

new plays at Premiere.
Performances of The Wake will

continue through Sunday, July 28, at
the Bauer Boucher Theatre Center on
the Kean University main campus in
Union. Tickets are $30 standard, with
discounts for senior citizens, Kean
alumni and staff, students, and pa-
trons with disabilities. To make reser-
vations, call the box office at (908)
737-7469 or visit Premiere Stages
online at
www.premierestagesatkean.com.

~Review of The Wake continued~

Special Limited Run of
Carrie at CDC Theatre

CRANFORD — For those who are
a fan of “Riverdale,” Mean Girls, or
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” then go
see the musical based on the caution-
ary story of high-school bullying of-
fered up in Carrie. CDC Theatre in
Cranford is mounting a special sum-
mer production of Carrie, the Musi-
cal that will have a limited run on
August 2,3 and 4.

Carrie White is an outsider; bullied
at school and at home at the mercy of
her loving, but cruelly over-protec-
tive mother. But Carrie has discov-
ered she has a special power, and if
pushed, she’s not afraid to use it.

Based on Stephen King’s bestsell-
ing novel, this newly reworked ver-
sion of the musical Carrie is a fully

re-imagined vision of this gripping
tale. Set today, in the small town of
Chamberlain, Maine, Carrie features
a book by Lawrence D. Cohen (screen-
writer of the classic film), music by
Academy Award winner Michael
Gore (Fame, Terms of Endearment),
and lyrics by Academy Award winner
Dean Pitchford (Fame, Footloose).

“We wanted to see if there were
interest from college-age students,
home for summer break, to do a pro-
fessional level show that showcases
their talents,” Director Sean Lough
recently shared. “The amount of tal-
ent is incredible. These college stu-
dents are tomorrow’s stars.”

See cdctheatre.org for tickets and
further information.

Michael Poyntz of Westfield is Asst.
Stage Mgr. of  MSMT’s Anything Goes
WESTFIELD — Muhlenberg Sum-

mer Music Theatre (MSMT) rounds
out the 2019 season with an all-star
production of Cole Porter’s classic
Jazz Age musical Anything Goes.

Michael Poyntz of Westfield is the
Assistant Stage Manager, one of 46
cast and crew members of the pro-
duction, which runs from July 11-28.

The show features dance routines
by acclaimed Muhlenberg tap teacher
and choreographer Shelley Oliver, as
well as performances by some audi-
ence-favorite Summer Music The-
atre performers.

The cast features Mia Scarpa in the
starring role of Reno Sweeney. Also
starring are MSMT veterans Jarrod
Yuskauskas, as Lord Evelyn Oakleigh
and Bob Fahringer as Moonface
Martin, as well as Equity Guest Artist
Jim VanValen as Elisha Whitney.

A longtime member of the College’s
dance faculty, Ms. Oliver has appeared
internationally with some of the leg-
ends of the tap world, including Savion
Glover and Gregory Hines. She is a

founding member of Manhattan Tap
and the Shelley Oliver Tap Dancers.

MSMT Founding Artistic Director
Charles Richter directs the produc-
tion. Bryan L. Wade provides musi-
cal direction. Tony Award nominee
Michael McDonald designed cos-
tumes. John Raley designed the tow-
ering cruise ship set, with lighting
design by Gertjan Houben and sound
design by Ian Scot.

“This show is like a vacation,” said
Mr. Richter. “Cole Porter’s whimsical
libretto conjures nostalgia for oceans
you’ve never crossed.” The show fea-
tures a book by Timothy Crouse and
John Weidman, after an original book
by P.G. Wodehouse, Guy Bolton,
Howard Lindsay, and Russel Crouse.
Mr. Porter wrote the music and lyrics.

“The songs in this show are so
elegant they leave me breathless,”
said Mr. Richter. “It has some of the
most beautiful lyrics and music ever
heard on Broadway. The story be-
comes a wonderful frame for an as-
tonishing range of magnificent songs.”

Area Students Assist in
Muhlenberg’s ‘Bohemia’

AREA — Sean Cheney, of Scotch
Plains, is the Assistant Director and
Arianna Caiola, of Westfield, is the
Assistant Stage Manager, one of 18
cast and crew members in Muhlenberg
College’s all-ages circus experience,
“Bohemia,” which runs from June
26-July 27 in the College’s Studio
Theatre.

“Bohemia” is the final chapter in
Noah Dach’s wildly successful tril-
ogy of circus performances, follow-
ing “Wild” and “Tal: Beyond Imagi-
nation.” Like its predecessors, the
show features feats of aerial acrobat-
ics, juggling, clowning, magic and
dance, and is designed for the enjoy-
ment of children and adults alike.

The show tells the story of a group
of childhood friends, dreaming of a
spectacular future: space travel, spot-
lights, and true love. As their dreams
unfold, they embark on a journey of
self-discovery, making the brave leap
together into an unknown future.

“If you’ve ever dreamt about what
the future will look like this show is
for you,” Mr. Dach said. A
Muhlenberg alum and adjunct fac-
ulty member in Muhlenberg’s dance
program, Mr. Dach said he’s thrilled
with the cast he has assembled for the
production, which features several
alumni of his past Muhlenberg Sum-
mer Music Theatre circus shows.

“This is the best group we have
yet,” he said.

Muhlenberg College’s Theatre &
Dance Department offers one of the
top-rated college performance pro-
grams in the country, according to the
Princeton Review rankings. It has
been named annually among The
Fiske Guide to Colleges’ top 20 small
college programs in the United States,
and the American College Dance Fes-
tival Association has consistently rec-
ognized dances premiered on the
Muhlenberg stage for excellence in
choreography and performance.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Yesterday
All Over Again

3 popcorns

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Having experienced the progres-
sive, enlightened and somewhat
earthshaking era of the 1960s, I fig-
ured we good citizens had given at the
office, that we were forever vacci-
nated with Pepperland dust and there-
fore protected from the ignominious
cloud currently darkening our hori-
zons. We just can’t go back to the
Middle Ages. I’d look terrible in a
monk habit. So now, like an army
regiment pinned down by a scurrilous
enemy, waiting for the cavalry of righ-
teous indignation to return America
to its senses, I look for signs and
metaphors that this globe might soon
be put back on its axis. If it comes in
the form of an entertaining film like
director Danny Boyle’s Yesterday, all
the better.

I mean, next thing these climate
change-deniers will be proffering is
that the Sun travels around the Earth.
And that same 30 percent will believe
’em. Thus, as Jack Malik’s world is
torn asunder following the usual hit
on the head that changes people’s
universes in the best of film fantasies,
The Beatles songs that are an integral
part of “Yesterday” had me longing
for, well, yesterday. Not the time it-
self, mind you, but the general opti-
mism and good will of the epoch.
Nice was in.

The hook is, in this Yesterday, which
deals in fanciful what-ifs of various
colors and stripes, there never was
The Beatles, at least not that anyone
but Jack the aspiring rock-n-roller
can recollect. Following recovery
from his cataclysmic run-in with a
bus at about the same time that the
stars jarringly realigned, he plays a
ditty by The Beatles for his pals.
That’s a nice song…but who the hell
are The Beatles, his buds ask. Surely
Jack must have written the tune…just
doesn’t remember. A little loopy right
now, you see. Voila…the epiphany,
nay, the new reality, comes to him.

Jack Googles the Beatles. He gets
the insects and the Volkswagen
variety…but no John, Paul, George
and Ringo. Hmm. It’d be a pity if
some of the greatest songs ever writ-
ten just never were. The B section of
Jack’s vinyl library boasts no albums
from the Fab Four. Gosh. This calls
for a troubadour with a good memory
who just might want to make a for-
tune.

Hence begins the intoxicating, guilt-
filled rise of Sussex, England’s, Jack
Malik, soon seen by an adoring pub-
lic as a songwriter extraordinaire, if
not the best tune scribe ever. Su-
perbly portrayed by Himesh Patel,

who can sure sound like Messrs.
McCartney, Lennon or Harrison when
re-creating one of their masterpieces
for the ebullient masses, a part of his
thesis is that great is great no matter.
Flourished before the public a second
time—or is it the first time?—the
songs are excitedly embraced…ladies
chasing him and everything.

Jack, of course, in the best film-
fantasy form, is you or me. Some
theorists with Ph.D. after their names
contend that part and parcel of that
thing about having a fear of success is
that we all, in varying degrees, think
that we are frauds, and that we’ll be
found out sooner or later. Of course,
you, dear reader, are probably ex-
empt from such negativity, whereas I
like to think it’s what kept me from
pitching for The New York Yankees.
Surely it wasn’t something as simple
as the lack of ability.

But Jack carries
on…recriminations be damned, for
now. Truth is, among our greatest
powers, and what doubtlessly allows
us to persevere considering the cir-
cumstances, is the hypnotic magic of
rationalization. Like the cavemen in
Quest for Fire (1981) who are com-
mitted to literally keeping the flame
of life burning, Jack sees himself as
the emissary from a time lost…the
sole repository of the poetic genius
that was The Beatles. It isn’t easy. Do
you think you could recall all the
lyrics from The Beatles’s voluminous
songbook? An amusingly arduous,
musical scavenger hunt follows. And
so, if some riches spill Jack’s way as
a result of his efforts, let it be.

Sounds pretty serious, no? But
that’s the trick. Irony rules. Whether
it’s the smattering of sociopolitical
barbs, jabs at the rock ‘n’ roll busi-
ness courtesy of Kate McKinnon’s
money-hungry agent or the jargon-
laced peek at the Millennial outlook,
wit abounds. Director Danny Boyle
spins his tale in classical, romantic
comedy form, replete with all the
whimsy that comes of films that have
been brushed by enchantment. All
things seem possible. It’s open sea-
son for wish fulfillment. And just to
be in compliance with the general
requirements of the genre, there’s a
heckuva good love story made pos-
sible by the perhaps undying devo-
tion of Lilly James’s Ellie Appleton.
She’s the girl almost next door. All
told, call me a sap and a hopeless
romantic, but I believe in Yesterday.

Yesterday, rated PG-13, is a Uni-
versal Pictures release directed by
Danny Boyle and stars Himesh Patel,
Lilly James and Joel Fry. Running
time: 116 minutes.

Award-Winning Art by Seniors
Exhibited at Freeholder Gallery

 COUNTY —The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is pre-
senting a selection of artwork that
earned First Place honors at the 2019
Union County Senior Art Exhibit.
The art, created by Union County
seniors age 60 and above, will be on
display at the Freeholders Gallery
from through August 27.

“We have many talented senior
adults here in Union County and their
artwork reflects their experiences and
creative spirits,” said Freeholder
Chair Bette Jane Kowalski.

The artworks in this gallery were
selected by professional artists Hadieh
Afshani, Alina Marin-Bliach and
Barbara Wallace.

These artworks, along with first-
place sculptures by Ron Brown of
Cranford and Jarrett Goldberg of
Springfield, and first-place craft
works by Robert I. Goldberg of
Springfield and Thelma Heard of
Rahway, will travel on to the exhibit
and competition at the 53rd annual
New Jersey State Senior Citizens Art
Show hosted by Meadow Lakes in
East Windsor, on view from Septem-
ber 19 to October 24, 2019.

The public is invited to visit the
Freeholder Gallery, located on the
6th floor of the Union County Admin-
istration Building at 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza in Elizabeth, weekdays from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m
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