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Marlboro Holds Off Raiders for 8U State Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Cougar 13s Shut Out Raiders in USA Baseball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Teel each singled once and Riley
walked once and scored once. Capien,
Messano, Luke Doyle and Cappazolla
each singled for the Raiders,
Quinnones walked in all three of his
plate appearances and DiNizo walked
twice and had a sacrifice bunt.

The Cougars scored once in the
bottom of the first inning when
Monahan slashed a single to right,
stole second base and scored on
McCaffery’s hard single that deflected
off the shortstop’s glove. The Raiders
attempted to answer in the second.
Messano plunked a single over first
base, Quinnones drew a one-out walk
then became the victim of a force out.
Veglia attempted to loop one into
shallow right but Buckman charged
in to make the out.

The Raiders pulled off an inning-
ending double play in the second inning
when second baseman DiNizo scooped
a grounder and flicked to shortstop
DeFrancesco, who stepped on second
base and fired to Veglia at first.

In the third, Chapman walked the
leadoff batter, Cappazollo. DiNizo
moved him to second with his sacri-
fice bunt then Capien walked to put
runners on first and second with one
out. But Chapman buckled down,
struck out the next batter then got the
final batter to tap a little dinker to
second that was snagged by Toy.

The Cougars tried to get a two-out
rally going in the bottom of the third.
Teel looped a single over first,
Chapman yanked a single to left and
Baratta lined a single to shallow cen-
ter where Messano scooped the ball
and attempted to get a quick force out
at second. But the ball deflected off
the bag and came right back to
Messano, who noticed Teel heading
for home, so he fired to catcher
Quinnones, who made the tag in time
for the third out.

Chapman dodged another bullet in
the fourth inning. Luke Doyle
squibbled a one-out single by short
and Quinnones drew his second free
pass. On a passed ball, Doyle at-
tempted to take third but was gunned
down by Riley the catcher for the
second out. DeFrancesco followed
with a walk but Veglia’s fly ball to
center was hauled in by Baratta.

In the Raider fifth, Chapman got
the leadoff batter to ground out to first
but after walking DiNizo and throw-
ing two pitches to Capien, he was
relieved by Toy. Capien plopped a
single into leftfield but Kennedy
ripped a hard grounder to short where
Monahan made the grab, stepped on
second for the force out and fired to
McCaffery at first to complete the
double play.

Cranford had enough of just a one-

run lead, so two more Cougars scored
in the fifth. Riley drew a leadoff walk
and scored all the way from first on
Santarelli’s double to center. Santarelli
advanced to third on a wild pitch.
After holding at third on an infield
groundout, Santarelli attempted to
score on a suicide squeeze and was
caught dead in his tracks but the col-
lision caused the ball to jar loose and
he was safe.

The Cougars added an insurance
run in the sixth inning but it was not
without some wild action. Baratta led
off with a walk, sprinted to second on
a failed pickoff play then scored on a
pair of wild pitches. Monahan and
McCaffery both walked. Carracino
pulled off a bunt single with the help
of no one covering first base. Monahan
got tagged out during a rundown be-
tween third and home as McCaffery
slipped into third. Carracino stole sec-
ond, which drew a throw, but it was
cut off short by the second baseman,
who rifled the ball back to the plate to
nail McCaffery heading home.

With one man out, Cappazolla
singled and DiNizo walked in the
Raider seventh but they were left
stranded when Toy got Capien to line
out to left and Kennedy to ground out
to short.
Sc. Pl-Fanwood 000 000 0 0
Cranford 100 021 x 4 out the first two batters, Luchi lashed

a hard single to leftfield then scored
on Granese’s looping single over
short. The Raiders answered to knot
the score. Gechtman bounced a lead-
off single to right. Kramer and Murphy
both walked and Bolton added an
RBI groundout to short. Kramer did
attempt to score on that play but was
nailed at the plate.

The Marlboro second inning ap-
peared to be another normal low-to-
no scoring situation. Jesse Ench drew
a leadoff walk then Murphy struck
out the next two batters. Julian Ench
walked and Salfarlie slashed an RBI
single to right field. Mecchi followed
with his two-run single then two more
Mustangs galloped home on respec-
tive fielding errors. Granese tapped
an infield single, Zung reached on a
throwing error and Jesse Ench loaded
the bases with a free pass. Kelly got a
semi-easy RBI when he was hit by a
pitch.

Trailing 8-1, the Raiders had to
start digging and they came up with
two in the second when Webster
doubled and scored on a wild pitch,
Roof walked and later scored on
Gasparro’s grounder back to the
mound. While Bolton on the mound
held the Mustangs scoreless through
the third and fourth innings, the Raid-

ers managed to tack on another run in
the fourth when Murphy doubled to
center and scored on Webster’s sacri-
fice fly to right which happened to be
brilliantly snagged by Kelly.

Marlboro scored its final run in the
fifth when Alexander hooked a long
double down the third base line and
scored on Salfarlie’s single to left. In
the Mustang sixth, Raider leftfielder
Bates made a great relay to shortstop
Murphy, who quickly fired to catcher
Gasparro to prevent a potential
Marlboro run.

In their final at-bat, the Raiders
began to make the Mustangs nervous
when Kramer was hit by a pitch,
Murphy singled and Bolton walked
to load the bases with no one out.
After a strikeout, Roof lofted an RBI
sac fly to right and Gasparro plopped
an RBI single over second but Mecchi
on the mound struck out the final
batter.

“We always told these kids since
they were seven that you have to stay
calm. People are going to yell in the
stands. Coaches once in a while, we
are going to get a little excited but we
try to keep them calm, we try to stay
calm so that they can stay calm, think
out there and not throw the ball
around,” Coach Granese said.

“Chris Bates is the team manager. I

am the assistant coach, Matt Bolton is
the assistant coach, Chris Roof is as-
sistant coach and John Hutchinson is
the assistant coach. We have a great
crew that loves being around the kids.
They learn each and every day from
us and that’s the important thing,”
Coach Gechtman commented.

Both teams have additional impor-
tant things to do since both have quali-
fied to compete in the Ripken Mid-
Atlantic Region Championship to be
held in Delaware.

“We are looking forward to going
to Delaware,” Coach Granese said.
“It will be nice to see Scotch Plains
there and this is new territory for
Marlboro, so we are excited.”

“Delaware, we are going to enjoy
it. The bottom line is that it’s an expe-
rience that they may never have again,
so why not have fun doing it. They are
not going to remember wins and
losses, they are going to remember
the memories of going through the
motions and being on vacation with
their families and playing the game
they love,” Coach Gechtman ex-
pressed.
Marlboro 170 010 9
Sc Pl-Fanwood 120 102 6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JUST BEATING THE THROW...Raider Lou Messano gets to first just before the ball deflects off the glove of Cougar first
baseman Dennis McCaffery in the second inning of the USABL 13U game at Memorial Field in Cranford on July 9.
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MOUNTAINSIDE COLONIALMOUNTAINSIDE WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD

Sophisticated style is delivered by this ~7,000 sq ft custom home.
6BR, 6.5Bth, Designer EIK, Wired for Smart Home technology.

4 BR, 2.5 Bath Col on a cul de sac. EIK and LR with fireplaces,
HWF, FDR, walkout bsmt, CAC, 2 car att garage.

High End finishes throughout this 5 BR, 4.5 Bath, 4,494 sq ft CHC w/lush gardens, Anthony
Sylvan pool, waterfall, Jacuzzi and Gazebo. DIRECTIONS: Springfield Ave to Mill Lane.

4BR, 3.5 Bath Col on a cul de sac. EIK, FDR, FR w/WBF,
finished bsmt, HWF, CAC, slate patio, 2 car att garage.

5 BR, 2.5 Bath Colonial. EIK, Formal Dining Rm, Family Rm w/
fireplace, attic, fin bsmt, backyard w/patio & fire-pit & Built-in gar.

5 BR, 3F/2H Bath Col/Split, ~4,000 sq ft, on a private street. LR w/
fplc, bsmt, FR, Sunroom, CAC, 2 car att garage, deck and patio.

4 BR, 2.5 Bath Col. EIK, FDR, LR w/fplc, den, HWF, 3rd floor
walkup, partially fin bsmt, 2 car det garage.

Classic, yet beautifully renovated 5 BR, 4 Bath Colonial. Updated
Vincentsen EIK, FR, fenced back yard with deck, patio, and hot tub.

Holly Cohen Jacqueline “Jackie” MandellHolly Cohen Tressa “Teri” Malone
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Top Lister, Sales,
Units and Dollar

Volume

$1,865,000CUSTOM HOME $599,000WESTFIELD $789,000COLONIAL$1,150,000

$799,000 $1,099,000WESTFIELD $589,000 $1,199,000

OPEN HOUSE: SUN 7/21 1-4PM

COLONIAL COLONIAL/SPLIT COLONIALTUDOR STYLE COLONIAL

WESTFIELD $1,219,000
Gorgeous 5 Bedroom 3 Bath Tudor style Colonial in idyllic set-
ting in Brightwood section. FR w/fplc and access to paver patio.

Jennifer Love

COLONIAL
5 Bedroom, 5.5 Bath, 4,767 Sq. Ft. Colonial. EIK, FDR, FR and
Great Room w/fireplaces, attic, fin basement, det 2 car garage.

Don Villane

$1,375,000WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION
This 6,500+ sq ft home has changed hands only 4 times in the past
100+ yrs & has been upgraded and maintained for the past 18 yrs.

Virginia Zachariades

$3,750,000WESTFIELD CUSTOM HOME

Leona Sinclair

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A LITTLE LATE WITH THE TAG...Raider shortstop Carter Murphy puts the tag on Marlboro Mustang Kayden Salfarlie
but it is a little too late in the fifth inning of the Cal Ripken 8U North Jersey State Championship game at Booth Field in Scotch
Plains on July 12.
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