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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

‘City of Champions’
A Fascinating Read

The only books on my must-read
list as a WHS senior were Mad maga-
zine and the Baseball Encyclopedia.

Unfortunately, I went to college as
an English major because Fairleigh
Dickinson University-Madison (the
only school that would take me) didn’t
have journalism degrees, and I wanted
to be a sports writer, like my dad,
Hob.

So, while my classmates were read-
ing “Catcher in the Rye,” “One Flew
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest,” “Slaugh-
terhouse Five,” “Catch 22,” and “The
Great Gatsby,” I was caddying at Echo
Lake, working for the town, playing
APBA baseball with John Schneider,
shooting hoops at the “Y”, and play-
ing stickball or whatever sport was in
season at the Franklin Bowl.

Fast forward a half-century or so
and real journalism – the business me
and my co-workers loved and cher-
ished – is gone for me, as are caddy-
ing and active sports. But reading
books? I can’t get enough of them
these days. Kurt Vonnegut, Philip
Roth, E.J. Doctorow, Norman Mailer,
Ken Follett, George MacDonald
Frazier, Don DeLillo, and many more.

My favorites are historic novels,
with sports books about legendary
athletes, coaches or towns a close
second.

Here are some of my favorite sum-
mer reads:

CITY OF CHAMPIONS, Hank
Gola: The rather long subtitle of this
2018 book is, “An American story of
leather helmets, iron wills and the
high school kids from Jersey who
won it all.”

The city: Garfield. The sport: foot-
ball. The time: 1939.

As the Great Depression loosens its
grip on America, and before World
War II, the high school football team
from Garfield, N.J., finds itself play-
ing in the “mythical national champi-
onship game” against the Miami Stin-
garees.

Gritty Garfield, with its team made

The Garfield High Boilermakers, including No. 16 Benny Babula, beat the Miami
Stingarees to win the ‘mythical national championship’ on Christmas night 1939.

up of the sons of immigrants, is led by
brawly Benny Babula. The Boiler-
makers’ all-New Jersey schedule:
Dickinson, Irvington, Passaic, East
Rutherford, Thomas Jefferson,
Bloomfield, Asbury Park, Paterson
Eastside, and Clifton.

Miami, which hosted the game on
Christmas night in their stadium – the
future Orange Bowl – was quickly
becoming one of the country’s most
thriving and glamorous cities. The
Stingarees, a public school that plays
a mostly national schedule (Knox-

ville, Tenn.; Savannah, Ga.;
Spartanburg, S.C.; Atlanta Boys), fea-
tures the elusive Davey Eldredge.

Gola, a longtime New York Daily
News/Post writer, grew up in Garfield
and he definitely did his research for
this book. Game-by-game reports,
interviews of as many coaches and
players as were still alive when he
began the project.

By the time you finish reading it,
you’ll think you know all the players
on both teams, but especially Babula
and Eldredge, who later spent many
years serving in the Florida House of
Representatives.

Spoiler alert: The game is decided
on a late (and rare) field goal by …

Note: Westfield Athletic Hall of
Fame swim coach Charles ‘Chuck’
Gantner graduated Garfield High in
1938. During the 1939-40 school year
he was doing a post-grad year at Blair
Academy, where he set a national
record in the 100 breaststroke.

LAKE OF THE OZARKS, Bill
Geist: The cover of this 2019 book is
made to look like one of those “Wel-
come to … “” postcards that every
vacation spot and major city had back
in the day. And the subtitle of this
book, “My Surreal Summers in a Van-
ishing America,” is spot on.

Geist, a New York Times best-sell-
ing writer, grew up in the late 1950s
and early ’60s and served as a combat
photographer in Vietnam. This book
is a nostalgic look-back to one of the
best times in the author’s life, sum-
mers working at Arrowhead Lodge, a
small resort owned by his bombastic
Uncle Ed.

It’s almost 50 years later and the
author is returning home, so to speak.
“I preferred remembering the lodge
and the lake and the whole cast of
characters just as they were,” Geist
wrote. “Or better. Or not at all. I
wanted to drive up to the front door of
the lodge and see a skinny, redheaded
teenager sweeping the front walkway.
Me. A half century later.”

ONE SUMMER, Bill Bryson: It’s
hard to imagine all of this happening
in America, in 1927, but it did and
Bryson brought it all back in 2013.
Charles Lindbergh became the first
person to fly non-stop across the At-
lantic; Babe Ruth hit 60 home runs;
Alvin ‘Shipwreck’ Kelly sat atop a
flagpole in Newark for a record 12
days; gangster Al Capone’s reign of
terror in the Midwest; Al Jolson’s
“The Jazz Singer” is the first true
talking picture, and four powerful
central bankers met in secret on Long
Island and made a fateful decision
that caused the Great Depression. And
lots more.

BLACK SUN, Geoffrey Wolff: The
1977 book’s subtitle says it all: “The

Brief Transit and Violent Eclipse of
Harry Crosby.”

“If its story weren’t true, Black Sun
would be a compelling novel,” one
critic said. “It makes the bullet that
entered Harry Crosby’s skull as inevi-
table as the one that found Jay Gatsby,
and catches the sheer vertigo of the
Paris paraliterary life as not even
Hemingway caught it.”

“Black Sun is the biography of a
fascinating, deplorable, charming and
wretched man, a figure of the 1920s
who touched upon literary life and

seems to embody a number of the
most extravagant impulses of that
time,” another critic said. “The book
is both highly readable and troubling.”

DESTINY’S DARLINGS, Mar-
tin Ralbovsky: The 1974 book’s sub-
title: “A world championship little
league team twenty years later.”This
is a look about the members of the
Schenectady, N.Y., team that won the
1954 Little League World Series. Two
of them – Jimmy Barbieri and Billy
Connors – made it to the majors. It’s
a fascinating and troubling look at
how life turned out for all nine starters
and the manager.

* * *
The July 1-8 Sports Illustrated is

the magazine’s annual “Where Are
They Now?” that is my favorite issue
every year. And this year’s is another
classic collection of must-read sto-
ries, about:

Alex in Wonderland. The inven-
tion, and reinvention, of baseball slug-
ger Alex Rodriguez.

Back to Yao. The 7-foot-6 Yao
Ming looks to improve the quality of
Chinese basketball.

How Do You Say ‘Cheesecake Fac-
tory’ in Mandarin? Last season the
Chinese Basketball League had play-
ers with a collective 11,000-plus
games of NBA experience, including
10 McDonald’s all-Americans, five
NCAA champions and 19 first-round
picks.

The Graduate. Five years after
Mo’ne Davis starred for
Philadelphia’s Taney Dragons in the
Little League World Series, she will
be playing softball at Hampton Uni-
versity in Virginia.

Parks and Wreck. A look at the
nearly 20 years of wild, chaotic and
often tragic days and nights of Action
Park in Vernon Township, Sussex
County.

Western Union. Nick Nolte is the
coach. Shaq O’Neal and Penny
Hardaway are the top players at mythi-
cal Western University, in “Blue
Chips,” a movie that included Bob
Knight, Dick Vitale and the director
of “The Exorcist.” Fascinating be-
hind-the-scenes stuff.

The Secret Life of Superkid. Jon
Peters was a high school baseball
player on the cover of SI decades
before Bryce Harper. He went 54-1 at
Brenham High in Texas, including a
national-record 51 straight wins
(WHS’s career wins record is 24 by
Frank Tokash ’68). Peters’s life wasn’t
all peaches and cream.

Genders Game. Dr. Richard
Raskind lived a seemingly charmed
life in the 1950s – Bronx’s Horace
Mann Prep, where he played on the
football (wide receiver), swimming
and baseball (pitcher) teams, then off
to Yale where he was a tennis star,
later playing in five U.S. Open cham-
pionships. Then in August 1975, at
age 41, he underwent gender reas-
signment surgery and became Renee
Richards, who sued to play in the
1976 U.S. Open as a woman, and the
Supreme Court agreed.

Mining the Miracle. On June 23,
2018 a dozen youth soccer players
and one assistant coach of the Wild
Boars team in Thailand were trapped
in a cave that was soon became flooded
by monsoon rains. It took nearly three
weeks, with aid from all around the
world, to rescue them all.

COMPOSTO TO PENN
WHS wrestler CJ Composto has

committed to the University of Penn-
sylvania. Composto enters his senior
year with a 108-10 career record,
having gone 36-5, 37-3 and 35-2.
He’s also a three-time winner at the
District 3 and Region 4 tournaments,
and has competed three times at states,
finishing fifth as a sophomore and
third as a junior.

AROUND THIS DATE
July 15, 1979: Len Zolto won both

games (one as a starter, one in relief)
as the Westfield Merchants swept a
doubleheader.

July 17, 1977: Joe Della Badia had
four hits and four RBIs as Post 3
American Legion routed Clark 21-1.

The Devil’s Den will return in two
weeks (Aug. 1).

COUPE RESPONSIBLE FOR 3 RUNS, VILLEGAS 2-FOR-2

St. Michael Earns Tough, 7-4,
Win Over Men of St. Sebastian

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kevin Coupe helped get three runs
across the plate as St. Michael held on
for a much needed, 7-4 win over St.
Sebastian during a St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League Angels Divi-
sion game played on July 11 at Forest
Road Park in Fanwood. Coupe’s first
inning routine fly ball morphed into a
two-run, inside the park homer after it
was misplayed by St. Sebastian
leftfielder Steven Pirella. Coupe’s “St.
Bart’s” style round tripper gave his
team a 3-2 lead.

St. Sebastian took the lead in the
top of the first inning by scoring a pair
of runs. Michael Surbrug, who deliv-
ered a one out single, scored from
third base when Pirella reached on an
error. Roger Billotto then came up
with an RBI single that scored Steve
Burton who had earlier smacked a
double into the right centerfield gap.
The possibility of a big inning was
quashed, however, when St. Michael
starting pitcher Glen Gang retired
Mike Kozlowski on a fly ball and
Frank Apicella on a ground out, lim-
iting the damage to two runs.

It did not take long for St. Michael
to answer back. In the bottom of the
first inning Daryl Palmieri and Kris
Olsen led off with back to back singles
against Sebastian starter Kozlowski.
Jonathan “Tiny” Villegas got his team
on the board with a ground ball to
short that forced out Olsen at second
base but allowed Palmieri to score
from third cutting the deficit to 2-1.

Coupe then produced a high deep fly
ball that St. Sebastian outfielder Pirella
settled under but failed to corral. The
ball skittered off the top of his glove
and towards the tree line. Villegas and
Coupe rounded the bases with the
tying and go-ahead runs. Pat
MacDonell brought in another run
with an RBI single into right that
made it 4-2.

St. Michael increased the lead to 6-
2 by scoring a pair of runs in the
bottom of the third inning. Chris
Paterek and Jack Kennedy had RBI
singles during the inning. Coupe
played a role in extending the lead to
7-2 in the fifth inning. After a leadoff
double by Villegas, Coupe hit a hard
ground ball that was scooped up by
St. Sebastian’s slick fielding short-
stop Burton. But Burton fired high to
first baseman Larry Szenyi, allowing
Villegas to score.

St. Sebastian did not go down with-
out a fight. In their final at-bats in the
seventh inning, they got a rally going
that eventually brought the tying run
to the plate before stalling out.
Surbrug’s one-out double to right got
things started. Surbrug scored on
Burton’s single into right making the
score 7-3. Pirella popped out to sec-
ond base for the second out. Billotto
singled past third base putting run-
ners on the corners with two outs.
Kozlowski’s single to right scored
Burton, cutting the deficit to 7-4. With
runners on first and second and the
tying run at the plate, St. Michael
pitcher Gang managed to get Apicella

to hit a ground ball to third that re-
sulted in a force out, ending the game
in a 7-4 victory for St. Michael.

Villegas went 2-for-2 with an RBI
and a pair of runs scored for St.
Michaels. Glen Gang went the dis-
tance for St. Michael. Kozlowski did
likewise for St. Sebastian. With the
victory St. Michael improved to 3-6
on the year but still occupies the
eighth-place position in the Angels
Division. St. Sebastian fell to 3-5-1
on the year and sits in sixth place,
three games back of division leading
St. George (6-2).
St. Sebastian 200 000 2 4
St. Michael 402 010 x 7

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MUCH NEEDED VICTORY...The St. Michael men put it together to pull off a much needed 7-4 victory over St. Sebastian
in St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball League action at Forest Road Park in Fanwood on July 11.

Crazy things have happened in July.
The East Division, or the old Monday
Division, has basically four teams
that can be the No. 1 seed, or the No.
4 seed based on this past week’s
games.

Sofa Kings were on cruise control
until they lost three of four games.
The next three teams (American Le-

gion, Gas House Gorillas and Five
Guys are all at .500), so the only slot
that is known for sure is Matt Myers
Darby Road at the bottom.

In the West Division, or old Wednes-
day Night Division, it is known that
Rao’s Sauce and Crossroads will be
the No. 4 v 5 game for the playoffs but
the rest is still up in the air. Charlie
Browns seems poised to defend their
title, but still had to get through
Brainard Darby Road on July 15. And
the Diva’s have come back from the
grave after losing a Double Header to
Gas House by sweeping the Sofa
Kings back to the pack on July 14.

According to the Commissioner,
“Strap in fellas, this should be some
finish to the regular season…
someone’s heart is still ready to be
broken… whose will it be?”

STANDINGS (JULY 14):
EAST DIVISION:

TEAM W   L
Sofa Kings 8   6
Gas House Gorillas 7   7
Five Guys 7   7
American Legion 6   6
Darby Road Myers 1 13

WEST DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Charlie Brown’s 13 2
Darby Road Brainard   9 3
Diva’s 10 4
Rao’s   5 10
Crossroads   3 11

FUN 8U SOFTBALL GAME...The Westfield Blue and Westfield White girls
softball teams recently had a great game that was followed by a party. It was a
great celebration for the girls and showed the growing softball program in
Westfield. Featured: The players and coaches for the two Westfield 8U (ages 8 and
9) softball teams after an exciting game between the teams.

Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League Standings, Comments:St. George remains on top of the St.

Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League standings but a few teams
have been making their moves. St.
Wolfgang has been barking a bit and
crept up a few slots and St. Michael is
gasping to get out of the cellar.

St. Francis has been creeping up the
ladder, having won five games in a
row, and are making St. Anthony, St.
Joseph and the Georgie Boys ner-
vous. To date (July 14), St. Joseph has
scored the most runs at 124 with St.
Anthony at 96 and St. George at 92.
But St. George has yielded the least
amount of runs at 58 with St. Vincent
second at 73.

On July 9, St. Joseph won a slugfest
with St. Vincent, 16-11, while St.
Michael got past St. Sebastian, 7-4.
St. Anthony topped St. Vincent, 7-5,
on July 11. Four big games on July 12
had St. Wolfgang nipping St.
Sebastian, 10-9, St. Anthony slipping
past St. Vincent, 9-8, St. Francis stop-
ping St. George, 10-8, and St. Joseph
edging St. Michael, 8-6. (Below are
some game results)
St. Michael 7, St. Sebastian 4

After losing two straight, St.
Michael picked up a victory over St.
Sebas to create a logjam at the bottom
of the standings. St. Mike out-hit
Sebastian, 17-13. Daryl Palmieri,
Kevin Coupe, Captain Chris Paterek,
Bruce Logan, Jack Kennedy and John
“Tiny” Villegas each collected mul-
tiple hits for St. Mike. Steve Burton,
No. 88 Mike Surbrug, Roger Billotto
and Frank “White Lightning” Apicella
paced the Sebastian offense with
multiple hits apiece.
St. Joseph 16, St. Vincent 11

St. Joe’s potent offense jumped out
to a 12-1 lead and cruised to a victory
over St. Vincent. Chris San Juan (5-5,
5RBI), Bobby “Cheezewiz”
Cihanowyz (4-4, 2RBI), Tom “Horse
Whisperer” Swales, Tony Perconte,
Harold “Hip-Hop” Hopler, Billy
Mellone and Coady “Code Red”
Brown were the offensive stars for St.
Joes. Salvatore Gano Jr., Keith
Karyczak, Salvatore Gano Sr., Dan
Margolis, Dave Eckert, Rich Pitonzo
and Chris “Rock” Sarna all managed

multiple hits for the Vinnies.
St. Wolfgang 10, St. Sebastian 9

With the game tied at nine, a short-
handed St. Wolfgang walked it off on
a sacrifice fly by Tom Fazio in the
bottom of the seventh. Recently ac-
quired rookie Chris Millar and vet-
eran Tommy Ulichny roamed the out-
field and robbed Sebastian of several
hits. Russ Voorhees, Walt Patrylo,
Ulichny, Floyd Roberts, Daniel
Shneyder, “Commish” Jim Killeen
and Millar all collected multiple hits
for the Wolfies. Mike Markowitz
maintained his league-leading batting
average by going 5-5, while Roger
Billoto (3-4, 3RBI) and Frank Apicella
chipped in with multiple hits for St.
Sebastian.
St. Anthony 7-9, St. Vincent 5-8

In a rare St. Bart’s doubleheader,
Bobby Camisa’s St. Ant squad swept
St. Vincent to put themselves squarely
in the mix at the top of the standings
with a 7-4 record. In the first game, St.
Ant’s Nam June-Joe went 3-3 to set
the table for “Sweet” Lou Messano
(2-3, HR, 3RBI) who cleared the
bases. Corey Woodring and Eddie
DeFrancesco chipped in with two hits
apiece for St. Anthony. Captain Keith
Karyczak, Chris “Rock” Sarna, Ross
Alpert, Shawn Yaney, Nate “Just
Great!” Mangiris and Dan Margolis
all managed multiple hits for St.
Vincent in a losing effort.

In game 2, the game was tied at
seven with St. Anthony batting in the
bottom of the sixth when Gerry Riepe
doubled, scoring two runs. Once
again, Messano, DeFrancesco led the
St. Ant offense, along with John
Greenblatt and Riepe, who all col-
lected multiple hits. Ross Alpert, Dave
Eckert, Rock Sarna and Dan Margolis
collected multiple hits for Vinnie in
the nightcap.

ST. BART’S STANDINGS:
TEAM W L T Pct
St. George 6 2 .750
St. Joseph 8 4 .667
St. Anthony 7 4 .636
St. Francis 5 4 1 .550
St. Wolfgang 5 6 .455
St. Sebastian 3 6 1 .350
St. Vincent 3 7 .300
St. Michael 3 7 .300

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Thursday, Au-
gust 1, 2019, at 11:00 a.m. in the office of
the Township Clerk, Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016, at which time and place responses
will be opened for:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICA-
TIONS/PROPOSALS FOR IN-
FORMATION TECHNOLOGY
MANAGEMENT AND COM-
PUTER CONSULTING SER-
VICES FOR COMPUTERS,
PROGRAMS AND PERIPH-
ERAL COMPUTER EQUIP-
MENT THROUGHOUT THE
DEPARTMENTS OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids. Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.
Questions regarding the RFP should be
made in writing addressed to: Mike
Robinson – Purchasing Agent Township
of Cranford 8 Springfield, New Jersey
07016 at least five (5) business days prior
to the date of submittal.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
qualifications through a fair and open pro-
cess in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-
20.4 et seq.

Mike Robinson
Purchasing Agent

1 T - 07/18/19, The Leader Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-08

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF CRANFORD, PART
II GENERAL LEGISLATION,
CHAPTER 367 STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS, ARTICLE III,
OBSTRUCTIONS AND EN-
CROACHMENTS

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
July 9, 2019.

Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 07/18/19, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS

The Township of Cranford is requesting
proposals to engage a qualified firm to
collect, process, and map pavement con-
dition data on approximately 4.25 square
miles of municipal roadway in the Town-
ship of Cranford.

Sealed responses will be received by
the Township Clerk on August 1, 2019 at
10:30 a.m. in the office of the Township
Clerk, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016 at which time they will be
opened and read in Room 108 for the
following:

PAVEMENT MANAGEMENT
ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

Specifications and instructions may be
obtained at the Office of the Township
Clerk between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and
4:00 p.m. or by downloading the docu-
ments on the Township’s website: https://
www.cranfordnj.org/bids. Registration on
the Township’s website is required. Ques-
tions regarding the RFP should be made in
writing addressed to: Mike Robinson –
Purchasing Agent Township of Cranford 8
Springfield, NJ 07016 at least five (5) busi-
ness days prior to the date of submittal.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27 et seq. A copy of your New
Jersey Business Registration Certificate
shall be included with your proposal.

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
qualifications through a fair and open pro-
cess in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-
20.4 et seq.

Mike Robinson
Purchasing Agent

1 T - 07/18/19, The Leader Fee: $36.72


