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DAR AWARDS...The Westfield Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) presented awards to three students at the Holy Trinity School
eighth grade graduation ceremony on June 7. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Abigail Freshwater and George Dursee, who received DAR Good Citizenship
Awards, and William Vastine, who received the DAR Certificate Of Award for
outstanding work in American History. The awards were presented by DAR
Chapter Regent Barbara Benko, far right, and Savannah Rose Freeman, chapter
member, second from right.

– Obituaries –

HISTORY ENTHUSIASTS...During the Westfield Historical Society’s recent
51st Annual Dinner, Carey Golden is presented the 2019 C. Houghton Birdsall
President’s Award by Ken Mirsky, while Jack Panosh, right, receives the 2019
Trustees’ Award from Greg Blasi.

Bruce T. Dunnan,
Loving Father and Husband

Bruce Turner Dunnan died peace-
fully on Wednesday, June 26, 2019,
at Care One Hospice in Morristown,
N.J. His ashes will be laid next to his
wife’s at St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church in
Morristown.

Bruce was born on
April 30, 1934 in
Medford, Mass., and was
raised in Lexington by
his parents, William John
Dunnan, Jr. and Helene
Turner Dunnan. Al-
though he was the eldest
son, his parents, his
brothers, Matthew
Winslow Dunnan and
William John Dunnan III,
and his sister, Cynthia
Mello, all predeceased
him. He is survived by
his sister, Pamela Cotner, of
Northampton, Mass.

Bruce graduated from Valley Forge
Military Academy in 1953, and
Brown University in 1957. That’s
where he met and fell in love with
Virginia Kinney, who became his
wife soon after graduation. During
their honeymoon, Bruce received a
telegram from the Air Force that he
was to be stationed in Del Rio, Tex.,
in two weeks’ time. He and Virginia
spent the length of his service in the
Texas desert, before returning to New
Jersey with their first child to ulti-
mately settle in Westfield and raise
their family. Bruce was the quintes-
sential loving, generous and dedi-

cated father and husband. He was a
second lieutenant in the service, a
banker by profession, but a gentle,
family man at heart. And while his

family meant everything
to him, he always made
a point of doing for oth-
ers. From sitting on the
Board of Bonnie Brae,
to running the baseball
league, to opening his
own home to multiple
foster children. He al-
ways wanted to help,
loved getting to know
people, and possessed
an enviable kindness
that endeared him to
anyone and everyone
who knew him.

After a time in Penn-
sylvania, and Virginia’s

passing in 2011, Bruce returned to
Westfield to enjoy his later years
closer to his family in New Jersey.
He leaves four children, Bruce
Dunnan, Jr., formerly of Westfield,
Cameron Dunnan of Morristown,
Margaret Dunnan of Lincoln, Me.,
and William John Dunnan IV of
Gillette. He also leaves his daugh-
ter-in-law, D’Arcy Dunnan, and five
grandchildren, Diana, Ashley and
Bruce III, all formerly of Westfield,
and Scott and Kyle of Morristown.
He also leaves many wonderful
nieces and nephews.

We will all miss you and we love
you very much.
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Mayors 3K Walks To
Resume Sept. 21

GARWOOD — The Mayors
Wellness Campaign 3K Walks have
been cancelled for July and August.
The 3K Walks will resume in Sep-
tember. The Mayors Wellness Cam-
paign Committee’s planned dates for
the Saturday morning walks for the
rest of the year are as follows: Sep-
tember 21, October 26, November 23
and December 28.

As of now, the walks are scheduled
to take place at the Garwood Recre-
ation Center, beginning at 10 a.m., on
the dates listed. People of all age
groups and activity levels are invited
to participate, as it is a walk, not a
competition; just an opportunity for
neighbors to enjoy some fresh air and
exercise.

The Mayors Wellness Campaign
Committee can be reached at
MWC@garwood.org.

Westfield Hist. Soc. Honors
Carey Golden, Jack Panosh
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Historical Society held its 51st An-
nual Dinner at the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club on May 10. During the an-
nual general membership meeting,
trustees for the 2019-2020 year were
elected, including two new trustees
– Annmarie Puleio and Carole
Shaffer-Koros.

Guests enjoyed music performed
by the Florian Schantz Jazz Combo,
which played a selection of jazz mu-
sic from throughout the years. Lowell
Schantz, Westfield Historical Soci-
ety trustee and Jazz Combo member,
explained the history of each song.

Awards also were presented dur-
ing the event. Carey Golden, curator
of the Westfield Historical Society
Archives and a trustee, was awarded
the 2019 C. Houghton Birdsall
President’s Award for her distin-
guished service to the Westfield His-
torical Society. Her award was pre-
sented by Ken Mirsky, Westfield His-
torical Society trustee and Archives
volunteer.

Jack Panosh, Westfield’s Town
“Clock Meister,” was awarded the

2019 Trustees’ Award for his notable
contributions to the preservation of
Westfield’s heritage. His award was
presented by Greg Blasi, Westfield
Historical Society trustee and chair
of the organization’s Historic Pres-
ervation Committee.

The Westfield Historical Society
celebrated its 50th anniversary in
2018. Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-
profit Westfield Historical Society
has worked to preserve, interpret
and encourage interest in history,
Westfield and its residents through
educational efforts and community
outreach programs.

For further information on the
Westfield Historical Society and its
activities, or to volunteer, call (908)
654-1794 or visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and
like the organization on Facebook.

Constance ‘Connie’ Eckert Chapla, 81,
Beloved Mother, Grandmother, Aunt

Constance “Connie” Chapla, of
Escondido, Calif., formerly of Hill-
side, N.J. and
Mountainside, N.J., went
to heaven to join her be-
loved husband, Walter,
on Monday, July 1, 2019.
She died peacefully after
a long battle with lung
diseases, at the Atria As-
sisted Living Facility in
San Diego, Calif.

Connie was born on
July 15, 1937, in the
Bronx, N.Y., the ninth
child of John and
Catherine Eckert. She
married Walter Chapla
on October 13, 1957, in St. Roch’s
Church in the Bronx. Together, they
raised two daughters, Ann (Tho-
mas) McGrath, of Syracuse, N.Y.,
and Helen (Peter) Rentoulis, of
Mountainside, N.J. She was blessed
with six grandchildren, Thomas,
William, Meaghan and Ryan
McGrath and John and Christopher
Rentoulis, and two great-grand-
daughters, Kaylee Rentoulis and
Saylor McGrath. Connie was lucky
to find a second family in Califor-
nia, Wayne and Donna Padover and
their children, who cared for her in

the later years. She was predeceased
by all 11 of her siblings, her par-

ents, and her husband,
Walter.

Connie taught us to
love playing cards (Crazy
Eights was a favorite), in-
cluding poker, even
though she wasn’t very
good at it. She loved cats
and dogs and candy (she
always had a tootsie roll
or peppermint, or both, in
her purse). You only had
to say “John Wayne” and
she’d be happy to watch
whichever movie was
playing on TV. If you of-

fered to take her to a casino, you would
be her new best friend.

Funeral arrangements are being
made through Gray Funeral Home of
Westfield, N.J. Graveside services
will be held on Saturday, July 27,
2019, at 11 a.m., at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield, N.J. In lieu of
flowers, please consider making a
donation to a local animal shelter in
memory of Connie. She would have
liked that. Please go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to offer
condolences.
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F-SP Service League Awards
Scholarships, Donates Funds

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
— During the annual Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Awards Night held recently, the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League awarded $19,000 in schol-
arships to graduating seniors and
residents attending college or post-
high-school educational facilities.

Scholarships are awarded in rec-
ognition of the recipients’ commit-
ment to volunteerism and commu-
nity service. The 2019 recipients are:

Persis Baah – Persis plans to major
in public health and neuropsychol-
ogy. Community involvement and
work includes: Shekinah Glory Min-
istry – teaching praise dance and cho-
reography; Overlook Medical Junior
Foundation – board member and so-
cial media coordinator; No Place for
Hate Committee – cofounder. Persis
helped SPFHS get certified as a “No
Place for Hate School.”

Jeffrey Lapidus – Jeffrey plans
to major in math education and
technology. Community involve-
ment and work includes: Member
of AWARE CLUB – mentoring chil-
dren with special needs; named Iron
Raider – participated in three var-
sity sports in one year; Intensive
Therapeutics Tennis volunteer –
exercise for special-needs children.

Robert McGuinness – Robert
plans to major in finance and com-
munications. Community involve-
ment and work includes: Live
stream programming for Union
Catholic High School; Student
Council President; STAND Presi-
dent — club supporting underprivi-
leged countries; works at Clark

ShopRite and SP-F aftercare and
summer counselor.

Nicole Muenzen – Nicole plans
to major in computer science or
similar studies. Community in-
volvement and work includes: Girls
Who Code Club – organized a pro-
gram for empowerment of young
women in computer science;
Globecode – developed website for
non-profit organizations focused
on female empowerment; Liberty
Science Center – volunteer.

Michael Dieu – Michael is con-
sidering majoring in pre-med or
humanities. Community involve-
ment and work includes: President,
Student Council; Refugee Assist
tutor program; AP Scholar with dis-
tinction.

Imran Zubair – Imran plans to study
finance. Community involvement and
work includes: Bridging the Gap –
sponsored by Social Justice Matters,
the objective of which is to bring
social justice to the community
through intergenerational, interracial
learning experiences; YWCA Alli-
ance Award – for volunteer work;
worked for the JCC, pizza delivery,
babysitting, Christmas tree sales.

Nicholas Stone — Nicholas is a
junior at Stockton University, ma-
joring in economics with a minor in
business. Community involvement
and work includes: Emmanuel Can-
cer Foundation volunteer — work-
ing with families dealing with pedi-
atric cancer; SP-F Youth Baseball
Association — coaching baseball
for special-needs children; Golden
Key International Honor Society;
Bed Bath & Beyond summer intern
data analyst; waiter, Stage House.

Caroline Nguyen – Caroline plans
to major in marketing and sociology
considering business. Community
involvement and work includes: Su-
pervisor and manager of volunteers
at Temple Linh Son; DECA vice-
president student outreach; Children’s
Specialized Hospital; Work – Rail-
side Café barista waitress.

In addition to the scholarship
awards, the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Service League made gifts and dona-
tions of $52,000 to community ser-
vices and organizations. The services
and organizations are posted on the
Service League’s Thrift Shop board,
located at 1741 East 2nd Street, Scotch
Plains. For more information, call
(908) 322-5420 or visit
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com.

Mr. Della Fera to Be
Grand Marshal

WESTFIELD — Greater Westfield
UNICO and the Westfield Italian
American Club have announced that
Sam Della Fera of Westfield has been
selected as grand marshal of the 2019
Columbus Day ceremony. Mr. Della
Fera is a former Westfield council-
man from Ward 1.

The ceremony will be held at the
south-side train station on Sunday,
October 6, beginning at 10 a.m. This
event also will feature music, as well
as appearances by officials from mul-
tiple levels of government and speak-
ers on Columbus and Italian heritage.
For information and to participate,
email rjt329@yahoo.com.

Program Series to Focus On
Homegrown Vegetables

Conservancy Invites Kids To
Learn ‘How Trees Work’

CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy will sponsor an educa-
tional program for youngsters on
Wednesday, August 21, at 10 a.m.,
entitled “How Trees Work.”

During this free, hour-long class,
students will learn all about trees
from Master Tree Steward Dean
Talcott. Some of the topics covered
will be why leaves fall, the types of
trees in New Jersey, how to tell the
age of a tree and maple sugaring.

A round of Tree Jeopardy will be
played, all while participants have
the opportunity to enjoy scenic
Hanson Park.

Hanson Park is located at 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford. This
program is recommended for chil-
dren in third through fifth grade.
Registration is not required. In the
event of inclement weather, the pro-
gram will be held in the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue.

The Hanson Park Conservancy is
a non-profit group dedicated to de-
veloping and maintaining Hanson
Park and providing the community
with educational programs and work-
shops. To learn more, visit its website,
hansonparkconservancy.com.

MOUNTAINSIDE — For Union
County residents who know the se-
crets of growing a healthy garden,
fresh vegetables are ripe for the pick-
ing all summer long. Now the experts
are going to share those secrets at a
series of three free programs on July
22, July 31 and August 15, from 6 to
8 p.m., at Union County’s Trailside
Nature and Science Center.

The Trailside Nature and Science
Center is located in the Watchung
Reservation, at 452 New Providence
Road, Mountainside. All three ses-
sions will include a visit to the adja-
cent Union County Demonstration
Garden, where volunteers with the
Rutgers Master Gardeners Program
of Union County grow thousands of
pounds of fresh vegetables for local
food pantries each year.

The series is free but pre-regis-
tration is required at tinyurl.com/
Rutgers-Vegetable-Series-2019.

Attendees can register for one, two,
or all three programs in the series.

“Our expert speakers have sound,
reliable guidance to share with sea-
soned gardeners and beginners
alike,” said Freeholder Chair Bette
Jane Kowalski.

The Monday, July 22 session is en-
titled “Keys to Successful
Composting.” Rutgers County Agent
Michele Bakacs will explain how gar-
deners can help their vegetables thrive
by recycling kitchen scraps and yard
waste into nutrient-laden, natural com-
post. The session includes do’s and
don’t’s for what to compost, how to get
optimal results, what kinds of compost

bins are available and how to choose a
good location for the bin.

“Household composting is a win-
win because it adds valuable nutri-
ents back to the soil while helping to
reduce waste,” said Freeholder Chair
Kowalski. “It’s a good example of
thinking globally and acting locally
to achieve benefits in your own home
and community.”

The Wednesday, July 31 session
will provide guidance on keeping
harmful pests out of the garden,
and the Thursday, August 15 ses-
sion will help gardeners learn about
harvesting and food safety.

The Rutgers Master Gardener pro-
gram in Union County is an all-volun-
teer program supported by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and Rutgers, the New Jersey Agricul-
tural Experiment Station, with offices
at the Union County Complex in
Westfield at 300 North Avenue East.

The Master Gardeners welcomes
new members each year. No experi-
ence is needed to join. All members
are trained and certified by Rutgers.
For more information about the Mas-
ter Gardeners program, contact the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County at (908) 654-9854,
extension no. 2, or visit ucnj.org/rce.

For directions and more infor-
mation about all programs at the
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter, visit ucnj.org/parks-recreation.

Quick links to all Union County
environmental programs and activi-
ties are available at The Green Con-
nection, ucnj.org/green-connection.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE 2019-09

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZ-
ING THE PURCHASE OF
REAL PROPERTY LOCATED
AT 375 CENTENNIAL AV-
ENUE FORMERLY KNOWN
AS MHS TENNIS ACADEMY
AND P3 TENNIS ACADEMY
HEREBY IDENTIFIED ON THE
OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
AS BLOCK 602, LOT 27.

WHEREAS, MHS Tennis Academy, also
known as P3 Tennis Academy, LLC, the
owner of 375 Centennial Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey, Block 602 and Lot 27 (herein
“Property”) on the Official Tax Map of the
Township of Cranford, has expressed its
desire to sell the Property; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee
desires to create additional recreation fa-
cilities for its residents; and

WHEREAS, the Township has identi-
fied the Property as an appropriate venue
for such additional recreation facilities; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee
approves the intention for the Township to
enter into an Agreement of Sale with MHS
Tennis Academy also known as P3 Tennis
Academy, LLC; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:12-5(a)(1) the governing body of a
municipality may, by ordinance, provide
for the acquisition of any real property by
purchase agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Township (the “Buyer”)
has entered into an Agreement of Sale on
May 16, 2019 with MHS Tennis Academy
also known as P3 Tennis Academy, LLC
(the “Seller”) for the  purchase of real
property located at 375 Centennial Av-
enue, Block 602, Lot 27, for a purchase
price in the amount of Two Million Dollars
($2,000,000.00) subject to the satisfaction
of certain conditions, on or prior to the
closing date, as set forth in the Purchase
Agreement; and

WHEREAS, Buyer and Seller have
agreed to comply with the laws governing
the sales of real property in the State of
New Jersey.

WHEREAS, upon said closing date, the
Township shall take possession of said
Property.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED

by the Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford as follows:

SECTION 1. The aforementioned recit-
als are incorporated herein as though fully
set forth at length.

SECTION 2. The Township is hereby
authorized to acquire the Property.

SECTION 3. The Mayor, Township Ad-
ministrator, Township Clerk and the Town-
ship Attorney are hereby authorized,  di-
rected and empowered to execute, or cause
to be executed, any and all actions neces-
sary to initiate and complete the acquisi-
tion of the Property, including but not lim-
ited to obtaining any studies, surveys, tests,
soundings, borings, appraisals, title
searches and title reports, as reasonably
necessary to determine the value, bound-
ary, ownership, interests or environmental
condition of the Property.

SECTION 4.  Any and all actions previ-
ously taken by the Authorized Persons in
connection with the acquisition of the Prop-
erty are hereby ratified and confirmed.

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall be-
come effective upon its final passage and
publication as provided by law.

SECTION 6. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.

Explanation – Matter struck through thus
in the above Ordinance is not enacted and
is intended to be omitted in the law. Matter
underlined thus is new matter.

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced
and approved on first reading at a meeting
of the Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday,
July 9, 2019 and will be further considered
for final passage after public hearing to be
held at the Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey on
Tuesday, August 13, 2019 at 7:30 PM or
as soon thereafter as this matter can be
reached. All persons interested will be
given the opportunity to be heard concern-
ing such ordinance. Copies of Ordinance
2019-09 are available in the office of the
Township Clerk, Cranford Municipal Build-
ing, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey, during the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30
p.m.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 07/18/19, The Leader Fee: $95.37

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.4. This Contract and
Resolution No. 2019-256 authorizing said
Contract are available for public inspec-
tion at the Office of the Township Clerk.

AWARDED TO: Neglia Engineering
Associates, 34 Park Avenue, Lyndhurst,
New Jersey 07071

SERVICE: Engineering Services for the
Zoning Board Application ZBA-19-004

DATE: July 9, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 07/18/19, The Leader Fee: $18.87

Inge F. Sommerich, 91, of Fanwood;
Beloved Mother, Grandmother, Sister

Inge F. Sommerich

Inge F. Sommerich, 91, passed away
peacefully on Sunday, July 14, 2019,
at Overlook Medical Center in Sum-
mit. Born in Steingaden, Germany,
she grew up in
Martinsried, Germany,
and worked as a book-
keeper with her father’s
printing business prior
to meeting her future
husband, Robert H.
Sommerich. He was
sent to Munich, Ger-
many, on a mission to
set up a RADAR school
for the Army. The two
met on a beach at a
nearby lake in
Starnberg. In 1952, af-
ter five years of court-
ship, they were married
in England. They returned together to
White Plains, N.Y., before settling in
Fanwood over 50 years ago.

Inge loved to be with her family.
She was happiest at holiday and in-
formal gatherings surrounded by her
loved ones. Her encouragement, sup-
port, love and dedication have left a
true mark on the hearts of everyone.
She was also very crafty, and could
often be found working on needle-
point, crocheting, knitting, painting
ceramics or working in the garden.

Inge was predeceased by her be-
loved husband of 58 years, Robert
Sommerich, who died in 2010. She is
survived by her children, Nancy

Dimino, Peggy
Yorkovich and Bob
Sommerich and his wife,
Donna; eight grandchil-
dren, Michael, James,
Thomas, Alex, Jessica,
Ben, Evan and Kelly;
three great-grandchil-
dren, Ryleigh, Eva and
Leighton; and her sister,
Hannelore Zoller, and her
nieces, Petra and Bettina,
and nephew, Markus, of
Germany.

The family will re-
ceive friends and family
at Memorial Funeral

Home, 155 South Avenue, Fanwood,
on Saturday, July 20, from 9 to 11
a.m. A private interment will follow
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield. In
lieu of flowers, the family has re-
quested a blood donation or mon-
etary donation be made to the New
Jersey Blood Center, 2279 South
Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
For additional information or to ex-
press condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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