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Letters to the Editor
Help Our Youth To Respect Property
And Promote Positive Environment

Dear Parents, Guardians and
[Cranford] Community Members:

We hope this correspondence finds
you enjoying the beginning of sum-
mer. We are reaching out to ask for
your assistance in helping us address
recurring instances of vandalism at
several schools. Since the school year
ended, there have been 18 incidents
of vandalism at Cranford Public
Schools. The acts include breaking
windows, damaging playground
equipment, and breaking “buddy”
benches. Due to ongoing and active
investigations, we cannot provide
further details at this time.

These acts of vandalism are unac-
ceptable and do not represent who we
are and what we believe in as a com-
munity. The Cranford Police Depart-
ment and Cranford Public Schools
are working together to address these
issues and are taking proactive steps
to decrease the likelihood of repeti-
tive acts, including the installation of
additional cameras.

We are also asking for your help.
Please remain vigilant. If you hear or
see something, please say something.
You can call the Cranford Police
Department at (908) 272-2222 to re-
port any concerns or suspicious ac-
tivity. You may also report informa-
tion anonymously through Nixle here:
https://local.nixle.com/tip/alert/
7400130. Please also reach out if you
have information to share about any
of the previous incidents.

One of the things that makes
Cranford so special is the pride we
have for our community. Please work
with us in helping children make bet-
ter decisions. It is important for our
youth to respect property and pro-
mote a safe and positive environ-
ment. We greatly appreciate your part-
nership in helping to keep Cranford a
safe and enjoyable place for all.

Police Chief Ryan Greco
Scott Rubin, Superintendent of

Schools

I Strongly Disagree With Gov. Murphy
On N.J. State Budget Priorities

Just prior to July 4th, Governor
Phil Murphy decided to sign the
$38.7-billion budget that was pre-
sented by the New Jersey Legisla-
ture. The budget approved was not
Murphy’s creation, but he signed it
none the less to avoid a government
shutdown (so he claims).

Not in love with the Gov., I am
always a bit leery when it comes to his
explanations about why he does the
things he does, and this budget sign-
ing was no exception. True to form he
did not disappoint as not even a week
later Executive Order 73 made the
scene.

Claiming not to have been political
retribution against the Senate Presi-
dent, Steve Sweeney; Murphy does
seem to have done some political
back stabbing by freezing $435 mil-
lion in appropriations contained in
the Legislature’s budget.

The 64 frozen items include: mil-
lions in aid to institutions of higher
learning, $15.4 million to cancer re-
lated projects attached to Cooper
University Health System, money for
parks and recreation including $4
million to Turtle Back Zoo (a

children’s zoo, couldn’t believe that
one) and $1 million to the Battleship
NJ Museum as well as projects for
pedestrian safety, road improvements
and on and on. Many of the cuts
coincidently seemed to affect
Sweeney’s territory, South Jersey.

An article appearing July 14, on
NJ.com by political commentator
Tom Moran, claims Murphy did the
right thing. Moran ascertains that
Murphy was not sure the budget could
support the aforementioned expendi-
tures. It should be noted that Moran
steered clear of suggesting that per-
haps Murphy could freeze college
funding for undocumented or illegal
aliens that Murphy calls Dreamers as
well as funding of legal fees for the
same.

I strongly disagree with Murphy
and with Moran for defending his
actions. I believe that U.S. citizens
and legal residents should be treated
as well as or even better than those
who just happen to be in our country.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Clark

Candidate NJ General Assembly

Cranford Ban on Plastics
Is Questionable At Best

The 50th Anniversary Of
WF Neighborhood Council

=== COMMENTARY ====== COMMENTARY ===

Cranford joined a host of towns in
New Jersey last week in introducing
an ordinance that would ban many
types of plastics used by stores to
package food and drinks.

“The township committee recog-
nizes that the use of particular single-
use plastics, including single-use plas-
tic carryout bags, straws, stirrers,
carry-out containers, single-use ex-
panded polystyrene (also commonly
known as Styrofoam) cups and con-
tainers, by merchants and consumers
presents significant ecological, envi-
ronmental and public health hazards
and is increasingly creating economic
burdens on the township,” reads the
Cranford ordinance. “Disposable
plastic bags and other single-use plas-
tics are a detriment to the ecology and
quality of the Rahway River, and nu-
merous other waterways.”

The township ordinance would ban
plastics nos. 3,4, 5 and 6 used in
carryout bags and straws as the ordi-
nance states that these plastics are
“not or are no longer being accepted
by firms that process materials to be
recycled.”

The push for a ban of thin plastics
is being led by the Association of
New Jersey Environmental Commis-
sions (ANJEC). According to its
website, “environmental commissions
work on many issues including open
space preservation, smart growth,
wetlands and water resource protec-
tion, green infrastructure, recycling
and litter, environmental cleanups,
wildlife habitat, energy efficiency,
conservation and transportation.” The
ANJEC has launched an effort called
“NJ No Plastics” to get towns to adopt
ordinances that would ban single-use
plastics from the state’s waste stream.

“Single-use plastics are items that
are generally used only once before
they are thrown away or recycled.
Most common examples are plastic
bottles, bags, Styrofoam, straws, ciga-
rette butts, monofilament fishing lines
and balloons,” according to the
ANJEC’s “NJ No Plastics” Action
Alert, which noted that New Jersey

residents go through 4.4 billion plas-
tic bags each year.

Northjersey.com reported that as
of May 3, 50 towns in New Jersey had
passed ordinances banning plastics,
40 of which are at or near the New
Jersey Shore.

At last week’s Cranford meeting, at
least one of the five committee mem-
bers expressed concerns about lan-
guage in the ordinance. Commissioner
Tom Hannen, Jr. said the ordinance
would eliminate plastic lids on take-
out coffee cups from commercial es-
tablishments. That said, he cited safety
concerns, technicalities and imple-
mentation practicalities as reasons for
his opposition to the ordinance. He
said removing plastic coffee-cup lids
would pose a safety risk in that less-
sturdy lids made from a different
material could lead to more people
getting burned when carrying their
coffee from establishments.

Also, from a practical standpoint,
how do you drink a Slurpee without
the spoon-straw? And no plastic top?

If this ordinance becomes law, what
type packaging will coffee retailers
use? Will customers who don’t have a
reusable container be charged to buy
a reusable cup? Dunkin’ Donuts sells
them for $13 while Starbucks sells a
five-pack of the reusable color-chang-
ing 24-ounce cups for $17.

Northjersey.com reported that the
NJEC efforts to ban plastics picked up
steam after state legislation stalled.
Currently, bills are before legislative
committees to ban plastic grocery bags;
non-compostable plastic carryout bags;
plastic straws or stirrers; carryout bags
made of plastic film, polystyrene foam
food service products, and single-use
plastic straws.

As the concern is pollution of our
waterways and shoreline, rather than
banning most plastics, why not sig-
nificantly raise the littering fees? If
there is to be a ban, in our view, it
should be a state law, not municipal.
The cost of doing business is already
too expensive without more restric-
tions on retailers.

Letter With Hateful Speech Against
Rapinoe Shouldn’t Have Been Printed
I have been a Westfield Leader sub-

scriber for three years and enjoy and
appreciate your coverage of our local
issues. I also admire your opinion
section and have found that the paper
does a good job of printing opinions
from all sides.

I would, however, like to register
a complaint with a piece your paper
published in its most recent edition
entitled “Our Nation With All of
Our Freedoms.” The author is evi-
dently not pleased with how the
captain of the U.S. women’s na-
tional soccer team has interacted
with the U.S. President in the online
sphere. That is a perfectly legiti-
mate point of view.

My complaint is the printing of the
author’s language. It is a not-so-veiled
threat against Ms. Rapinoe for her
sexual orientation and the “audacity”
of this world-class athlete to say pub-
licly that all Americans should de-
serve equal rights and equal treat-
ment under the law.

The author uses roughly half of his
space describing the punishment his
target would receive in other coun-
tries for her sexual orientation. It is a
way for some people to try to put the
“other” back in their place, to assert
supremacy over the “other,” and pos-
sibly encourage violence against the
“other.”

I believe the author fully has the

right to express his displeasure with
a public figure’s statements. How-
ever, hateful speech with tones of
(re-)asserting dominance should not
be given an airing in a reputable
publication such as the Westfield
Leader.

Daniel Malin
Cranford

This year marks milestone anni-
versaries for several venerable orga-
nizations which, over a span of de-
cades and changing times, have en-
riched the lives of countless adults
and youth in our area through their
educational, social, cultural and
charitable endeavors.

One of these is the Westfield
Neighborhood Council, which will
celebrate its 50th anniversary with
a day-long festival this Saturday,
July 20, on Cacciola Place in
Westfield. Open to the public, the
event will feature something for
everyone with a lively blend of food,
games, entertainment and vendors.
Participants also will have an op-
portunity to reminisce about the
unique place the WNC has occu-
pied in their community and their
lives, share memories, and learn
about the non-profit organization’s
diverse range of programming.

One of its most longstanding as-
pects has been academic support for
students, including WNC’s partici-
pation in the Student Tutorial En-
richment Program (STEP). The
WNC also focuses on youth self-
esteem, recreation and combating
substance abuse. Among its offer-
ings for adults are special activities
for senior citizens. The WNC also
has featured various cultural pro-
grams over the years.

The WNC celebration will con-
tinue during the remainder of the year
as well. A 50th Anniversary Gala and
Silent Auction is planned for Friday,
October 25, at Galloping Hill Cater-
ers in Union, presenting another
chance for attendees to commemo-

rate the WNC’s journey and achieve-
ments over the last half century. Fur-
ther information about this event is
available by emailing Amy Kover at
vicepresident.wnc@gmail.com.

As highlighted in its mission state-
ment on its website, westfieldnj.com/
wnc/, the WNC seeks to “empower
all members — children, youth and
adults — of the community through
quality educational and direct hands-
on outreach as people strive with pride
to reach their full human potential.” It
is a creed the WNC has adhered to
since its inception in 1969, and one
that promises to be a part of the future
of Westfield, reflected in the dedica-
tion of all those who have contributed
to the success of the organization as
program coordinators, participants,
volunteers and supporters.

It was their collective commitment
that enabled the WNC to weather
some lean years before rebounding a
decade ago, and which allows it to
continue as an important community
resource today. Over the course of
its history, various local faith-based,
civic and philanthropic groups have
provided funding to the WNC to
help it fulfill its mission.

Our congratulations to the
Westfield Neighborhood Council on
its 50th anniversary and its long
record of service to generations of
town residents and visitors. We en-
courage community members to turn
out for Saturday’s festival and the
upcoming gala, meet the WNC staff
and the people who have benefited
from its programs, and to get ac-
quainted with this vital organiza-
tion that has touched so many lives.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE 2019-10

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
CRANFORD, PART II GENERAL LEGISLATION.

WHEREAS, the Township Committee in cooperation with the Township’s Green Team,
an extension of the Cranford Environmental Commission, is committed to promoting,
creating and supporting sustainability programs in the community of Cranford; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Cranford is a river community with a heritage as the
Venice of Cranford and, as such, the Township has a cultural commitment to a thriving
and healthy Rahway River within its jurisdictional boundaries which, in turn, promotes the
quality of life and the associated welfare of the Township’s residents; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee recognizes that the use of particular single-use
plastics, including single-use plastic carryout bags, straws, stirrers, carry-out containers,
single-use expanded polystyrene (also commonly known as Styrofoam) cups and
containers, by merchants and consumers presents significant ecological, environmental
and public health hazards and is increasingly creating economic burdens on the
Township; and

WHEREAS, disposable plastic bags and other single-use plastics are a detriment to the
ecology and quality of the Rahway River, and numerous other waterways; and

WHEREAS, Nos. 1 and 2 plastics are readily recyclable but others like number 3,4,5
and 6 plastics,  plastic carryout bags and straws are not or are  no longer being accepted
by firms that process materials to be recycled; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee and the Township’s Green Team, an extension
of the Cranford Environmental Commission, wish to promote the use of reusable items,
such as reusable bags as carry-out bags in the Township of Cranford; and

WHEREAS, several cities and towns in the state, particularly those that also have rivers
within their jurisdiction and/or that border New Jersey’s saltwater beaches, have taken
action to address the need to reduce the use of disposable single-use plastics from retail
establishments such that the Legislature of this State has similar legislation proposed
and./or pending; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:48-2, a municipality in New Jersey may
enact such ordinances “as it may deem necessary and proper for the good government,
order and protection of persons and property, and for the preservation of the public health,
safety and welfare of the municipality and its inhabitants”; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township
of Cranford that Part II, General Legislation, Chapter 232 Garbage, Rubbish and Refuse
be amended as follows:

SECTION 1:  Effective July 1, 2010, Part II General Legislation, Chapter 232
Garbage, Rubbish and Refuse, is hereby amended to add a new Article as follows:

ARTICLE V - BAN ON SINGLE-USE PLASTICS.

§ 232-30. Purpose.
The purpose of this article is to preserve public health, safety and welfare by reducing

the environmental impact of single use plastics for which there does not exist a significant
market to the township’s businesses or residents for recycling.

§ 232-31. Definitions.
As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

CARRY-OUT CONTAINER – any container, including but not limited to lids and
beverage cups, provided by a retail establishment to a customer at a point of sale in the
Township of Cranford for the purpose of transporting food or beverages.

COMPLIANT CARRY-OUT BAGS – The following bags are compliant carry-out bags:
A. Paper bags
B. Reusable bags made of washable material, with stitched handles that are specifically

designed and manufactured for multiple reuse.  A bag is suitable for multiple reuse if it is
machine-washable or is made from a material that can be otherwise cleaned and
disinfected.

POLYSTYRENE – blown polystyrene and expanded and extruded foams that are

thermoplastic petrochemical materials utilizing a styrene monomer and processed by a
number of techniques, including, but not limited to, fusion of polymer spheres (expand-
able bead polystyrene), injection molding, foam molding, and extrusion-blow molding
(extruded foam polystyrene).

POINT OF SALE – the location where a retail establishment relinquishes legal
possession of purchased goods to a customer, regardless of where or how payment for
such goods are made.

PLASTIC – any item made predominantly of processed materials, whether derived from
petroleum or a biologically-based source, that are mostly thermoplastic or thermosetting
polymers, but does not include compliant carry-out bags as defined in this Article.

RETAIL ESTABLISHMENT—any store or commercial establishment that sells prod-
ucts, perishable or otherwise, directly to customers. Retail establishments include, but are
not limited to, drug stores, pharmacies, supermarkets, grocery stores, convenience
stores, restaurants, fast food establishments, clothing stores and hardware stores.

SINGLE-USE PLASTIC CARRY-OUT BAG – any bag made predominantly of plastic
that is provided by an operator of a retail establishment to a customer at the point of sale.
The term includes compostable and biodegradable bags but does not include reusable
bags, produce bags, or product bags.  This definition specifically exempts the following
from the category of “Single Use Plastic Carry-out Bag”:

A. Bags provided by operators and used by consumers inside retail establishments to:
(1) package bulk items, such as fruit, vegetables, nuts, grains, candies, or small

hardware items;
(2) contain or wrap frozen foods, meat or fish whether packaged or not;
(3) contain or wrap flowers, potted plants, or other items where dampness may be an

issue;
(4) contain unwrapped prepared foods or bakery goods; and
(5) pharmacy prescription bags;
B. when being used as such, newspaper bags, door-hanger bags, laundry and/or dry-

cleaning bags, or bags sold in packages containing multiple bags intended for use as
storage bags, garbage bags, yard waste bags, and pet waste bags.

WIDE DIAMETER PLASTIC STRAW – a plastic beverage straw having a diameter of
6.3mm or greater.

§ 232-32. Transition Period for Single Use Plastics.
As of the effective date of this Ordinance and through June 30, 2020, no retail

establishment shall offer customers the following items unless first requested by the
customer:

A. single-use plastic carry-out bags provided at the point of sale;
B. single-use plastic utensils;
C. plastic straws or stirrers;
D. plastic cup (hot or cold) lids.

§ 232-33. Prohibited Single-Use Items.
Effective July 1, 2020 and unless otherwise subject to an applicable exemption per

section 232-35, no retail establishment shall provide, with or without a fee, any single-use:
A. Polystyrene carry-out containers;
B. Plastic utensils, except if a customer places an order for food and/or beverage

products to be delivered and/or consumed off-premises the retail establishment may ask
the customer if plastic utensils are to be included in the delivery and, if the customer
answers affirmatively, plastic utensils may then be provided.  The retail establishment
shall not include plastic utensils with any delivery or off-premises consumption order
without the customer’s stated request for plastic utensils;

C. Plastic carry-out containers;
D. Plastic straws and stirrers;
E. At the point of sale, plastic carry-out bags.

§ 232-34. Availability and use of compliant carry-out bags.
A. At points of sale all retail establishments may make available to customers, free or

for a fee, compliant carry-out bags.  Any fee charged shall be reflected in the sales receipt.
B. Nothing in this Article V shall prohibit customers from using their own bags of any type

to carry purchased goods from retail establishments or from carrying goods without the
use of a bag.

§ 232-35. Exemptions.
The following exemptions shall apply to the prohibitions set forth in Sections 232-32 &

232-33:
A. Any carry-out container capable of being recycled as either No. 1 or No. 2 plastic.
B. Plastic lids, for both hot and cold cups, at the request of the customer.
C. Any item approved pursuant to Subsections B.1 or B.2 of this Section:
1) Single Use Plastic Straws. An exemption may be made for wide-diameter plastic

straws if the retail establishment demonstrates that:
a) it prepares and sells certain beverages that can best be consumed with wide-

diameter plastic straws due to the thickness, consistency or other inherent attribute of its
beverages, including but not limited to milkshakes, bubble tea, slushies and smoothies;
and

b) absent a hardship exemption as defined in section 2) below, there would be caused
a material impact on the business’ revenues if the retail establishment did not have an
option to provide wide-diameter plastic straws.

2) Upon a showing of extraordinary circumstances, and for good cause, the Mayor or
his/her designee may approve, with the concurrence of the Chair of the Cranford
Environmental Commission, an exemption from the requirements of this chapter by any
operator of a retail establishment, with or without conditions.  If the Chair of the
Environmental Commission withholds or denies concurrence on an exemption, the
Mayor may seek approval from the Township Committee.  Economic hardship alone shall
not be a basis for an exemption.

§ 232-36. Enforcement; inspections.
A. The Department of Health, the Recycling Coordinator, the Property Maintenance

Official, the Union County Office of Health Management and the Union County Utilities
Authority are hereby individually and severally empowered to enforce the provisions of
this article.  An inspection may consist of, but is not limited to, sorting through containers
and opening solid waste bags to detect the presence of any prohibited materials.

B. Subject to the consent of the Township Committee, the Recycling Coordinator is
hereby authorized to develop and implement a program whereby all nonresidential
premises are visited and inspected for compliance with this article.

§ 232-37. Violations and penalties.  Municipal Recycling Trust Fund.
A. Any person, corporation, occupant or entity that violates or fails to comply with any

provision of this article or any of the rules and regulations promulgated hereunder shall,
upon conviction thereof, be punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000.  Each day on which
a violation of this article occurs shall be considered a separate offense.

B. Fines levied and collected pursuant to the provisions of this article shall be
immediately deposited into the Municipal Recycling Trust Fund.  Monies in the Municipal
Recycling Trust Fund shall be used for the expenses of the Municipal Recycling Program.

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall become effective January 1, 2020.

Explanation – Matter struck through thus in the above Ordinance is not enacted
and is intended to be omitted in the law. Matter underlined thus is new matter.

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced and approved on first reading at a meeting of
the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday, July 9,
2019 and will be further considered for final passage after public hearing to be held at the
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday, August 13,
2019 at 7:30 PM or as soon thereafter as this matter can be reached. All persons
interested will be given the opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance. Copies
of Ordinance 2019-10 are available in the office of the Township Clerk, Cranford
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey, during the hours of 8
a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk
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The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,

palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Ms. Rapinoe and LGBTQ Community
Members Do Not Have to Be Grateful
I do not understand letters such as

one written by a recent Clark resident
decrying Megan Rapinoe for her sexu-
ality and advising her to thank Presi-
dent Trump for her right to practice
her “sexual preferences without the
worry or persecution and harass-
ment.” I’m sorry, in what world do
these writers live?

President Trump’s administration
has led the fight against inclusion of
those with different ‘sexual prefer-
ences’ in civil rights legislation. His
personal distaste spread from the
Presidential pulpit for those not prac-
ticing what he considers a ‘normal’
heterosexual relationship has led to
the growth of numerous hate groups
pushing forth legislation at local and
state levels. Ms. Rapinoe and other
members of the national LGBTQ
community do not have be grateful to
him for anything!

And as far as members of the
LGBTQ community not having to
worry about harassment, have these
writers not read newspaper articles or
watched news programs that depict
daily attacks against homosexuals and
others? Americans still spew vulgar
language, refuse to provide service,
and fight equality measures for the
LGBTQ community every day. Why?
Because they practice a different form
of sexuality? What difference does it
make to us as Americans?

Our nation is founded on ‘equality
for all.’ The most recent writer ad-
vised of Ms. Rapinoe’s stoning if her
sexual preferences became public in
some other countries. It makes me
wonder if these writers would throw
stones too.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS

Pursuant to the competitive contract pro-
cess, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1 – 4.5, and the
Fair and Open Process, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-
20.5 et seq., the Township of Cranford is
soliciting proposals for financial advisory
services in connection with inclusionary
(affordable housing) zoning.

Sealed RFQ responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on August 1, 2019,
at 10:00 a.m. in the office of the Township
Clerk, Municipal Building, 8 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016, at
which time and place responses will be
opened and read in Room 108 for:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICA-
TIONS/PROPOSALS FOR
THE PROVISION OF FINAN-
CIAL ADVISORY SERVICES

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids. Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk
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