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Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

Courtesy of NASA
EARTH-RISE DECEMBER 24, 1968...Astronaut William Anders: “We are now
approaching lunar sunrise, and for all the people back on Earth, the crew of
Apollo 8 has a message that we would like to send to you. ‘In the beginning, God
created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face
of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw
the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.’”Adding
to the quotes were Astronauts Jim Lovell and Frank Borman. As the world
celebrates the first man on the moon this week, few remember that the Apollo 8
astronauts were first to leave Earth’s gravity.

This Week, 39* Years Ago,
‘The Eagle Has Landed’ *2008 reprint

This week, 39 years ago, the entire world was
watching TV with wonderment as the first men
landed on the moon. It was the biggest televised
event ever, connecting all of
mankind on July 20, of 1969.
“Houston, Tranquility Base here.
The Eagle has landed!” A few
hours later, as he stepped from
the ladder of the lunar landing
module to the surface of the
moon, Neil Armstrong, the first
man on the moon, said, “That’s
one small step for man – one
giant leap for mankind.” Buzz
Aldrin was right behind him.
Michael Collins circled over-
head in the Command Module.

The world glowed with self-
esteem. Those who witnessed
that momentous occassion re-
member exactly where they were
at that moment. The astronauts
left a plaque, which is still there
on the moon today. It reads:
“Here Men From Planet Earth First Set Foot Upon
the Moon. July 1969 A.D. We Came In Peace For All
Mankind.”

The moment was a marvel, filled with such prom-
ise for the future. People then grew up as the U.S. and
the USSR (United Soviet Socialist Republic, for
those who don’t know this today) continued to
compete in the “Space Race.” Brave and daring men
from both sides of the iron curtain risked everything
and challenged the unknown – what heart, skill and
bravado! – Yesteryear’s “right stuff.”

It strikes me that most people alive today have no
idea what I’m talking about – they weren’t even born
then. They’ve never experienced a man landing on
the moon. The last time it occurred was with Apollo
17 on December 11, 1972 - Eugene Cernan and
Harrison Schmidt. Ronald Evans was there, too, but
circling the moon as pilot of the Command Module.
I wonder who actually was the last man to leave the
moon, Cernan or Schmidt?

About Apollo 8, Paul Babik made this comment in
a letter to the editor in 2002. “May I point out,
however, that the first men to leave Earth’s gravity
were aboard Apollo 8 during 1968 at Christmas
time. Those men included Jim Lovell, who went on
to command Apollo 13, and Frank Borman. Their
picture of ‘Earth-Rise,’ which should have had much
more of an influence on mankind than it has had, is
a classic 20th century image, and their reading from
Genesis on Christmas Eve as they orbited the Moon
is still chilling to those of us who remember it.”
William Anders also made the trip.
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three days to travel to the Moon. The cew orbited 10
times, taking 20 hours. Their Christmas Eve televi-
sion broadcast, in which they read the first 10 verses

from the Book of Genesis, was
the most watched TV program
ever back then. Apollo 8 paved
the way for Apollo 11 to fulfill
President John F. Kennedy’s goal
of landing a man on the Moon
before the end of the decade.

The Apollo Manned Moon
missions were not without heart-
ache and angst. At the start with
Apollo 1 in January 1967, Gus
Grissom, Edward White and
Roger Chaffee lost their lives
during preflight tests on the
launch pad when fire burst out in
their pure oxygen-filled mod-
ule. There was grieving. Then,
extensive investigation and over-
haul was done. No one gave up.
Manned flights resumed with
Apollo 7 in October 1968.

Apollo 13 was filled with drama, as the entire
world observed with dread for days as the astronauts
almost became lost in space. With a crippled craft, no
power, little oxygen and computers lost, the astro-
nauts used a slide rule to navigate home from the
heavens. They also improvised with what is now
known as “duct tape” to make a canister to remove
CO

2
 from their cabin to prevent suffocation. Most

people today don’t know what a slide rule is either –
stop by and I’ll show you one.

Apollo 14’s trip to the moon turned out to be a little
more light-hearted; Alan Shepard took out a six-iron
and hit a few golf balls “miles and miles and miles.”

It troubles me today. I’m curious… could we still
land a man on the moon? Yes, but only if we return
to the spirit of yesteryear – with the “right stuff.”

NASA has decided to go back to the moon starting
in about 2018 and perhaps establish a permanent
base. We hope the people back them with an “Ameri-
can Spirit” that seems lost today.

The Empire State Building was built in one year in
1933. This would be an unheard-of feat today; the
permit to build could not even be obtained in that
time. Case in point also – when will the World Trade
Center rebuild actually be done? It’s been how many
years now?

On energy, our leaders today say that new oil wells
would not help because it would take at least seven
years to build. So they do nothing. They are para-
lyzed with thoughts of windmills and “greenhouse
gases.” President Kennedy would be appalled by
such an attitude, and Earthlings would still think the
M i d f h

Buzz Aldrin
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Patas – The West African red mon-

key
2. Achromasia – Lack of pigment in

the skin
3. Cappadine – Waste silk sheared

from silkworm’s cocoons after the good
silk has been reeled off

4. Exsiccate – To dry up or evaporate

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

INCHOATION
1. Shame; humiliation
2. Revenge
3. Renewal or restoration
4. An early stage or beginning

INAURATION
1. The process of covering with gold
2. The process of extracting gold from

ore
3. The ceremony of Sainthood
4. The ceremony of crowning or pro-

claiming an emperor
YPERITE

1. Topsoil
2. A deposit of pebbles, gravel and

sand in which diamonds are found
3. Mustard gas
4. A translucent quartz of leek-green

color
VARIOLOID

1. A mild form of smallpox
2. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
3. An astringent or repellent
4. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin

Remembering
My family and I camped out at Cape Kennedy the night before the launch and
saw it in person. One of my earliest clear memories. Fred Rossi, Scotch Plains


