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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Watson Coleman Supports
Impeachment Inquiry

Congresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-12th, Trenton) last week
came out in support of an impeach-
ment inquiry on President Donald
Trump.

“The President has shown a disre-
gard not only for Congress’s over-
sight powers, but a disregard for the
rulings of the (U.S.) Supreme Court.
I promised to fight for my constitu-
ents and that’s why I’m calling for an
impeachment inquiry now. Keep
speaking up, keep standing up, keep
showing up,” the Congresswoman
said in a video statement on her Twit-
ter account.
Lawmakers Call for Resignation
Of State Judges In Monmouth
State lawmakers have called on the

immediate resignations of two state
Superior Court judges in Monmouth
County following comments they
made in two separate rape cases.

Judge James Troiano recently ruled
that a 16-year-old rape survivor was not
truly raped since she was not held at
gunpoint. He also reportedly urged the
survivor to consider that her attacker
came from a “good family” before “ru-
ining his life” with assault charges.

“Judge Troiano’s comments are truly
abhorrent and clearly highlight the fact
that he needs to be removed immedi-
ately by the (New Jersey) Supreme
Court,” Senator Declan O’Scanlon (R-
13th, Holmdel) said. “We simply can-
not stand by and allow a sitting judge
to tell a 16-year-old sexual assault
survivor that she doesn’t deserve jus-
tice because her attacker might get
into a ‘good college.’”

Assemblywoman Annette Quijano
(D-20th, Elizabeth), chair of the As-
sembly Judiciary Committee, said
both Judge Marcia Silva and Judge
James Troiano “should resign from
their positions immediately or be re-

moved from the bench” following
comments they made in separate cases
which the Assemblywoman said were
“inexcusable and unprofessional.”

“Silva’s statements that the alleged
rape of a 12-year-old girl was not
‘especially heinous or cruel’ and the
victim did not suffer ‘especially seri-
ous harm’ are reprehensible. Silva’s
comments suggest the judge is oblivi-
ous to the harm that has been done to
the child. Troiano’s actions clearly
indicate he cares more about the fu-
ture of an accused rapist than he does
about the victim...Being a good stu-
dent has nothing to do with being an
alleged rapist,” Asw. Quijano said.

New Law Restricts Solitary
Confinement in N.J. Prisons

Legislation to restrict the use of
solitary confinement in New Jersey’s
prisons was signed into law last week
by Governor Phil Murphy.

“There is significant proof that soli-
tary confinement can have a severe,
long-term negative impact on an
inmate’s mental health,” Assembly-
woman Nancy Pinkin (D-18th,
Edison) said. “The overuse of isola-
tion in New Jersey’s correctional fa-
cilities can cause irreparable psycho-
logical damage that affects people
while they are in prison and detracts
from former inmates’ ability to make
positive contributions to their com-
munities thereafter.”

The new law (A-314), known as the
“Isolated Confinement Restriction
Act,” prohibits the use of isolated
confinement in correctional facilities
unless there is reasonable cause to
believe that it is necessary to reduce
the risk of serious harm to the inmate
in question or others. A facility is
responsible for justifying the use of
isolated confinement.

The measure was approved in June
by the full Assembly by a vote of 49-
24, and the full Senate by 27-4.

Meet One of The Members
Of Scotch Plains Res. Squad
SCOTCH PLAINS — Carolyn

Sorge basically grew up at the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad. Her father,
Ercole Sorge, joined in 1973 after
Carolyn suffered a febrile seizure in
his arms. He served as president for
15 years and rode on the squad until
his passing in 1988.

Carolyn officially joined the squad
in July of 1988 at the age of 15. “I
grew up seeing first hand my father’s
passion for this rescue squad and this
community. It makes me proud to
follow in his footsteps and continue
his legacy,” she says. Her brother, Ed,
also rode on the squad for a number of
years and is now a full-time para-
medic. Another brother, Christian,
was also a member of the Cadet Corps.

During her 31 years on the rescue
squad, she has served as a first and
second lieutenant, a deputy chief and
today is the chief. Along with the
myriad of responsibilities that go
along with this position, she is also a
mother to two-and-a-half-year-old
Isabella and works full-time as a reg-
istered nurse.

Carolyn considers herself a true
“townie.” While attending nursing
school, she worked as a secretary to
the mayor and municipal manager,
and in the early 2000s, she was elected
to the Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil where she served four years; the
last year as deputy mayor.

She also joined the Scotch Plains
Fire Department in 1997 and had the
distinction of being the first female
firefighter in the history of the depart-
ment. She served eight years there.

“Being a member of the squad gives

me a feeling of personal satisfaction
that I’m helping my community,” she
said. She also loves being there for
people at their most vulnerable times
and, in addition, is thankful for the
lifelong friendships she has devel-
oped throughout her years serving.
She considers the members of the
rescue squad her second family.

Please reach out if you would like
to join your neighbors and become a
part of our organization. Go to our
website at
www.scotchplainsrescuesquad.com,
email us at
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com,or
call (908) 322-2103.

Contributing Author Susan Baldani
is a lifemember of the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad.

Protest Held Against
Conditions of  Ref. Camps

Carolyn Sorge

COUNTY — A vigil on Friday at
the Elizabeth Detention Center, one
of the 700 staged nationwide by Lights
for Liberty, was held as part of a
national day of protest against condi-
tions inside camps where refugees
are being detained at the country’s
southern border.

 “We want the folks who turn out in
Elizabeth to leave this vigil feeling
educated and inspired to fight for
immigration reform,” said organizer
Lacey Cotter Rzeszowski, who ran
for state Assembly in the 21st Legis-
lative District in 2017.

“Union County continues to be at
the forefront of immigrant justice,”
Freeholder Sergio Granados stated.
“Five years ago, Union County be-
came the first in the nation to stand up
for the basic civil rights of immi-
grants by refusing to honor requests
from federal immigration enforce-
ment to detain people who are sus-
pected of being undocumented, un-
less a proper warrant or court order
has been issued.

“We have worked to ensure that all
individuals who are trying to further
their education have the ability to do so

at Union County College with financial
aid regardless of their legal status. My
family came to America with the dream
of a better future in the greatest country
in the world, realizing that America
opens its arms to all, regardless of where
they may come from...”

Sponsors of the Elizabeth satellite
event included Action Together New
Jersey, Cosecha, First Friends, Make
the Road, Piscataway Progressive
Dems, as well as local resistance
groups throughout the Union County
and neighboring counties.
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Listening & 
understanding, 
available here.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

As your local agent, I’m here 
to help life go right.® That’s 
why I take the time to get to 
know you and understand 
what you really need.      
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong. 

Sometimes it’s letting go.

Westfield • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work, 

our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the 

complex process of divorce.

Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs 

Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation

James McGlew II, Esq. 

908.233.6800

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.

"40+ Years Experience"

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer

Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases

• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

(908) 232-8787
kaplowlaw@aol.com     richardjkaplow.com

Malinowski Urges Senate
To Pass Compensation Act

WASHINGTON — The House of
Representatives last week passed
H.R. 1327, the “Never Forget the
Heroes: James Zadroga, Ray Pfeifer,
and Luis Alverez Permanent Autho-
rization of the September 11th Vic-
tim Compensation Fund Act,” which
permanently authorizes the Septem-
ber 11th Victim Compensation Fund
Act (VCF). Congressman Tom
Malinowski (D-7th, Somerset) is a
co-sponsor of the bill.

He said that with cancer rates in the
9/11 first responder community ris-
ing, 9/11 heroes should have the peace

of mind knowing that VCF will be
there to help them and their families
as long as they need it. In New Jersey
alone there are 7,920 first responders
and survivors.

“It should not have taken 15 years
to pass this bill to provide relief for
those that showed enormous courage
during and in the aftermath of the 9/
11 attacks,” Congressman
Malinowski said. “The Senate must
pass this bill quickly and without dis-
pute, so we can finally provide them
with the permanent relief they de-
serve.”
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Shine a Spotlight

on Your Business

Dog Parade Back at
Warinanco Dog Park
COUNTY — The Warinanco Pup

Parade is back this Saturday, July 20
at the newly opened Warinanco Dog
Park in Roselle.

Dogs and their owners can take
part in over 15 fun challenges includ-
ing biggest and smallest dog, most
obedient, best tricks and owner and
pup who look most alike amongst
many more. Registrations for dogs
closed on July 16. Spectators and
their dogs do not need to register and
can turn up on the day and enjoy the
event free of charge.

There will be food and drink avail-
able for purchase and in the event of
rain the event will be held inside the
Warinanco Sports Center.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and  The Times
WINTER...Sunday’s Winter Wonderland promotion on Quimby Street in
Westfield was popular with children and adults alike. The event was sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Corporation.

Congressional App Challenge
Announced for Dist 12

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congress-
woman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th, Trenton) has announced that
her office will be participating in the
Congressional App Challenge, an app
competition for students in middle
and high schools across the country.
Students who reside or attend school
within New Jersey’s 12th Congres-
sional District are eligible to com-
pete.

“The Congressional App Chal-
lenge is a great opportunity for stu-
dents to showcase their creative abili-
ties within the world of STEM edu-
cation,” Congresswoman Watson
Coleman said. “I am looking for-
ward to seeing the innovative ideas
that students bring to the forefront
of this year’s challenge.”

“We strongly encourage the par-
ticipation of all students, regardless
of their skill level or previous coding
experience. The Challenge is an ex-
cellent opportunity to introduce more
students into the world of STEM. It is
estimated that the U.S. economy is
likely to be short by as many as a
million programmers by the year
2020.

“This will exclude many from the
opportunity of securing these high-
paying, high-demand jobs. We must
continue to invest in our youth
through programs, such as the Con-
gressional App Challenge, in order
to encourage students to pursue these
skills and recognize them for their
efforts,” according to the
Congresswoman’s press release.

Winners of the challenge will be
selected by a panel of judges from
New Jersey’s 12th district and hon-
ored by the Congresswoman. Their
apps are also eligible to be displayed
within the U.S. Capitol building, on
house.gov, and the Congressional App
Challenge website.

The Challenge’s submission por-
tal is now open. The CAC accepts
computer programs (or apps) writ-
ten in any programming language,
for any platform (desktop/PC, web,
mobile, raspberry Pi, etc). Students
are encouraged to register online by
Tuesday, September 10 before sub-
mitting their app by Friday, Novem-
ber 1. The competition is open to all
students who meet the eligibility re-
quirements, regardless of coding
experience.

To learn more about the competi-
tion or to submit an application, please
visit the Congressional App Chal-
lenges website at https://
www.congressionalappchallenge.us
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