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Twp. Officials Happy
That Sewage Leak Was

Contained Quickly
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
officials said it was fortunate that
last week’s sewage leak that closed
the municipal building for nearly 24
hours occurred during the work week,
when it was noticed and addressed
immediately, instead of during the
weekend when the building would
have been empty.

The problem stemmed from a
blockage and broken pipes under-
ground, according to township Pub-
lic Works Department Supervisor
Frank DiNizo.

The leak, he told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, was con-
tained in the 45-year-old building’s
first floor bathrooms. “We caught it
right away,” he said, adding that had
the leak occurred during the week-
end, the problem would have been
much more serious.

Instead, the building was closed
shortly after the leak was discovered
early on Wednesday afternoon, July
10. Township Manager Al Mirabella
told The Times that a crew led by Mr.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEWLY-INSTALLED TURF FIELDS...New turf has been laid over existing multi-purpose fields at Ponderosa Farm Park
in Scotch Plains. One of the fields is regulation lined for high-school soccer, football and lacrosse teams and the other for
soccer, lacrosse, field hockey and nine on nine soccer.

Courtesy of Andrew Moran/County of Union
FIRE AT BALTUSROL...The Springfield Fire Department and Mutual Aid units
from the Summit, Westfield, Hillside and Roselle fire departments were on the
scene of a fire at the clubhouse of Baltusrol Golf Course in Springfield on Tuesday
afternoon. Initial reports indicate the fire was contained to the third floor. No
injuries have been reported.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUPPORTING MALLORY’S ARMY...Proceeds from a lemonade sale on Sun-
day afternoon at a Scotch Plains residence went to Mallory's Army, an anti-
bullying group created to honor Mallory Grossman, a 12-year-old Rockaway
Township student who took her own life in 2017 after being bullied.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION – Over the past few years,
Union County has been making vari-
ous improvements to its parks and
recreational facilities. In addition,
Westfield hopes to have improve-
ments completed at Kehler Stadium
in time for the Westfield High School
fall sports season.

“Work on Kehler Stadium to re-
place the turf field, track, blacktop,
bleachers and to renovate the bath-
rooms began on schedule in the spring.

The renovation work is progressing
well, although recent rain has de-
layed the project slightly,” said Mary
Ann McGann, school district spokes-
person. “We do not anticipate signifi-
cant disruption to the fall sports sched-
ule, provided summer weather condi-
tions going forward remain optimal.”

The county opened its new $8.9-
million clubhouse at Ash Brook Golf
Course in Scotch Plains in May. The
21,000-square-foot building includes
a full-service restaurant called The
Tavern at Ash Brook with a capacity

for 120 people, a retail pro shop,
administrative offices and public
restrooms, underground cart barn for
a new electric fleet of 90 carts, and a
full-service turn stand.

In recent years, the county com-
pleted a golf course renovation project
at Ash Brook with famed architect
Rees Jones. The scope of work in-
cluded updating course drainage, tree
work and bunkers, which were reno-
vated and rebuilt to industry stan-
dards.

Ash Brook Golf Course features
7,040 yards of golf from the longest
tees for a par of 72. The course was
designed by Alfred Tull and opened
in 1953. Ash Brook is a parkland-
style golf course with tree-lined fair-
ways and large greens. Ash Brook has
four sets of tees to accommodate golf-
ers of all skill levels.

In addition to the 18-hole facility,
Ash Brook offers a Pitch and Putt
course for players of all ages. The
Pitch and Putt course features 673
yards of golf for a par of 27.

In January 2010, Illinois-based
KemperSports began managing Ash
Brook and Galloping Hill Golf Course
in Kenilworth.

Ponderosa Farm Park, located on
Cooper Road in Scotch Plains, was
purchased by Union County in 2003
for $10 million from the estate of
Norman “Dutch” Sevell, founder of
Sevell’s Auto Body and Towing in
Westfield. The 23-acre park, which
opened in 2012, features a picnic
area, farm-themed playgrounds, two
multi-purpose fields and a water-spray
playground, as well as hiking and
walking trails.

The turf fields were built on exist-
ing fields at Ponderosa at a cost of
$1.6 million. One of the fields is
regulation lined for soccer, football
and lacrosse and the other for soccer,
lacrosse, field hockey and nine on

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fanwood Council Introduces
South Ave. Development Plan

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough coun-
cil on Monday unanimously passed
upon first reading an ordinance in-
troducing the Old South Avenue Re-
development Plan. The plan is to
develop the vacant commercial
properties located along South Av-
enue between the train station and
Terrill Road. This includes the old
A&P and the old Young’s Paint sites.

The plan also will bring new side-
walks, street furniture, such as
benches, and new lighting to the
area. Officials said the lighting and
street furniture would be funded
through grants.

Prior to the vote on the ordinance,
Liz Jeffery, Fanwood’s redevelop-
ment consultant, gave a brief syn-
opsis of the latest progress on down-
town developments.

According to Ms. Jeffery, certifi-
cates of occupancy for all 35 units
of the Station Square buildings have
been issued and all units are now
occupied.

Ms. Jeffery said progress has been
made with a new grocery store com-
ing to the downtown area in a por-
tion of the area formerly known as
the Bath Connection on South
Martine Avenue. The store is slated
to open next month and will be
called the Fanwood Larder. In addi-
tion, Ms. Jeffery said a dentist will
occupy the other two thirds of the
former Bath Connections business.

She additionally reported that new
sidewalks had recently been com-
pletely installed at the Frank’s Auto
Body location at 56 South Martine
Avenue.

Ms. Jeffery also noted that a lease
was recently signed for the old Rice
Inn property on South Martine Av-
enue, but that the site has yet to be
occupied.

She added that the former A&P
site on South Avenue was awaiting
a planning board review for mixed
use as a restaurant. The applicant
has already obtained its liquor li-
cense.

She said updated plans for the
new housing and store project at
One South Avenue have not yet been
submitted to the planning board by
the property owners. The board last
heard from them in April.

Courtesy of the Borough of Fanwood
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH...Mayor Colleen Mahr and the Fanwood
Borough Council named planning board member Michael Lysicatos Volunteer of
the Month at Monday’s governing body meeting. Mr. Lysicatos has been a
member of the board since 2015 and a Fanwood resident for six years. He is
director of the Passaic County Department of Planning & Economic Development.
“He is a voice of reason and not afraid to speak his mind,” said Mayor Mahr in
presenting him with the traditional token of appreciation, a framed print of the
historic Fanwood train station.

Letters — Open Letter to Gover-
nor Murphy, by George Kneisser, Sr.,
Ex. Dir., NJ Citizens for Property Tax
Reform; Dear Parents, Staff and The
HAS Family, by Curt M. Fogas, Ed.D.,
Principal

Sports -- Scotch Plains/Cranford
13U Baseball; Mount Olive/Scotch

Online Bonus at goleader.com
Index

Plains-Fanwood Cal Ripken 8U State
Semi-Finals; Scotch Plains-Fanwood/
Marlboro Cal Ripken 8U State Cham-
pionship.

Education -- EIS Honor Roll, WHS
Dance for Charity, Mount Saint Mary
Academy news, Boston Univ. and
Rochester Univ. Grads

Scotch Plains Council Endorses
Medical Marijuana Dispensary

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council on Tuesday unani-
mously endorsed an application to
state authorities by a Route 22 busi-
ness seeking to become the first
dispensary for medical marijuana
in the area.

The Chillin’ Out coffee and smoke
shop on eastbound Route 22 is ap-
plying for the license as New Jersey
seeks to expand the number of li-

censed dispensaries and the types
of illnesses covered by medical
marijuana. The business needed the
council to endorse its application to
the state Department of Health,
whose application period for open-
ing a dispensary runs from July 16
to August 15.

Last month, council members dis-
cussed the idea, with Mayor
Alexander Smith stating his sup-
port, saying it would help those suf-
fering from cancer, anxiety, chronic
pain and post-traumatic stress dis-
orders. There currently are six dis-
pensaries in the state serving some
40,000 patients, with the closest
facility located in Elizabeth.

Dan Jacob, owner of Chilin’ Out,
which has been in operation since
2010, told The Scotch Plains-Fan-

wood Times that if his application is
approved, the coffee side of his busi-
ness would need to relocate since
state regulations do not allow food
and drinks at marijuana dispensa-
ries. He also told the council on
Tuesday that if the state ever legal-
izes recreational use or marijuana,
he would be interested in taking
part.

In other business, the council
unanimously approved three ordi-
nances that rezone properties and
allow them to be developed into
multi-family housing units as part
of the township’s affordable-hous-
ing settlement reached last year with
developers. The Amberg garden
center property on Lamberts Mill
Road as well as a tract of land on

Upgraded County Parks Offer
Facilities for Sports, Passive Use
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Borough Council Appoints
Interim Administrator
By KATE BROWNE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor
Paul N. Mirabelli and borough coun-
cil members thanked James Debbie
for his 48 years of service to the
community at Tuesday’s public
meeting of the governing body.

Mr. Debbie will retire from his
current position as borough admin-
istrator on Wednesday, July 31. Mr.
Debbie joined the Mountainside Po-
lice Department in 1971 and was
police chief from 1998 until his
retirement in 2014, when he be-
came the borough administrator.

The council also acknowledged
and thanked Ronald Romak, who
will retire next month after more
than 12 years as the director of
public works, and Ruth Rees, who
has been a member of the Engineer-
ing and Construction Department
and served on the planning board

for more than 37 years.
The council unanimously voted

to appoint Tom Atkins, 69, of Fan-
wood as the interim borough ad-
ministrator. Mr. Atkins has more
than 45 years’ experience in local
government. From 2011 until April
2019, he served as part-time bor-
ough administrator in Watchung.
Prior to that, he was the township
manager in Scotch Plains for 28
years. He began his career as an
assistant to the township manager
in East Windsor, where he served
for two years before taking over as
borough administrator in Metuchen
at the age of 26. He worked in
Metuchen for five years before leav-
ing to assume the same position in
Scotch Plains. Mr. Atkins then
worked for two-and-one-half years
for governmental consulting firm
Jersey Professional Management in
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