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Congratulations to the Top 10 Sales Associates for June!
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FIRE AT BALTUSROL...The Springfield Fire Department and Mutual Aid units
from the Summit, Westfield, Hillside and Roselle fire departments were on the
scene of a fire at the clubhouse of Baltusrol Golf Course in Springfield on Tuesday
afternoon. Initial reports indicate the fire was contained to the third floor. No
injuries have been reported.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING OLIVIA BOOTH...Westfield High School (WHS) students and parents gather outside the high school
Friday night for a vigil for Olivia Anna Booth, a 2019 WHS graduate, who passed away July 7.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WORK ON SCHEDULE...Work on Kehler Stadium to replace the turf field,
track, blacktop, bleachers and to renovate the bathrooms began on schedule in the
spring, according to a Westfield Board of Education spokesperson. School officials
do not anticipate significant disruption to the fall sports schedule, provided
summer weather conditions do not interfere with work schedules.

Kehler Improvements on Schedule;
Ponderosa Fields Get New Turf

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – Over the past few years,
Union County has been making vari-
ous improvements to its parks and
recreational facilities. In addition,
Westfield hopes to have improve-
ments completed at Kehler Stadium
in time for the Westfield High School
fall sports season.

“Work on Kehler Stadium to re-
place the turf field, track, blacktop,
bleachers and to renovate the bath-
rooms began on schedule in the spring.
The renovation work is progressing
well, although recent rain has de-
layed the project slightly,” said Mary

Ann McGann, school district spokes-
person. “We do not anticipate signifi-
cant disruption to the fall sports sched-
ule, provided summer weather condi-
tions going forward remain optimal.”

The county opened its new $8.9-
million clubhouse at Ash Brook Golf
Course in Scotch Plains in May. The
21,000-square-foot building includes
a full-service restaurant called The
Tavern at Ash Brook with a capacity
for 120 people, a retail pro shop,
administrative offices and public
restrooms, underground cart barn for
a new electric fleet of 90 carts, and a
full-service turn stand.

In recent years, the county com-

pleted a golf course renovation project
at Ash Brook with famed architect
Rees Jones. The scope of work in-
cluded updating course drainage, tree
work and bunkers, which were reno-
vated and rebuilt to industry stan-
dards.

Ash Brook Golf Course features
7,040 yards of golf from the longest
tees for a par of 72. The course was
designed by Alfred Tull and opened
in 1953. Ash Brook is a parkland-
style golf course with tree-lined fair-
ways and large greens. Ash Brook has
four sets of tees to accommodate golf-
ers of all skill levels.

In addition to the 18-hole facility,
Ash Brook offers a Pitch and Putt
course for players of all ages. The
Pitch and Putt course features 673
yards of golf for a par of 27.

In January 2010, Illinois-based
KemperSports began managing Ash
Brook and Galloping Hill Golf Course
in Kenilworth.

Ponderosa Farm Park, located on
Cooper Road in Scotch Plains, was
purchased by Union County in 2003
for $10 million from the estate of
Norman “Dutch” Sevell, founder of
Sevell’s Auto Body and Towing in
Westfield. The 23-acre park, which
opened in 2012, features a picnic
area, farm-themed playgrounds, two
multi-purpose fields and a water-spray
playground, as well as hiking and
walking trails.

The turf fields were built on exist-
ing fields at Ponderosa at a cost of
$1.6 million. One of the fields is
regulation lined for soccer, football
and lacrosse and the other for soccer,
lacrosse, field hockey and nine on
nine soccer.

“The fields are essentially done
right now. We won’t start scheduling
it (field usage) until probably the end
of the summer when we start getting
calls for fall sports,” Union County

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

WHS Community Mourns
Passing of ’19 Graduate

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School community gathered
outside the high school auditorium
Friday evening to mourn the pass-
ing, but also celebrate the life, of
Olivia Anna Booth with a candle-
light vigil.

Olivia, who was 18 and a mem-
ber of the 2019 Westfield High
School graduating class, passed
away on July 7 at her home in
Fanwood. Olivia made a profound
impact on her fellow students and
those connected to the school and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

beyond, as was demonstrated by
an outpouring of support from a
large congregation of community
members who attended the vigil.

The gathering celebrated the life
of an extraordinary person. Olivia’s
friends were numerous and ex-
tended through the school’s differ-
ent social circles. People who spoke
about Olivia praised her inclusive-
ness when it came to making
friends, especially her uncanny
ability to bring different kinds of
people together. It was her friends,
members of the Class of 2019, who
came together and made sure the
community knew just how very spe-
cial Olivia Booth was.

“Olivia lived her life to the full-
est. She pushed me to do the same,”
said Meghan Kobrin. “She wel-
comed me into our friends group
and I’ll thank her for that for the

rest of my life. This group has been
very strong, supportive and de-
pendable. I don’t know how I would
get through if it wasn’t for them.
Considering she introduced me to
all these people is her way of still
looking out for us.”

“Everybody was her friend; there
wasn’t one person I met that didn’t
like Olivia,” said Alexa Habib.
“She could click with anyone and
talk about anything. Olivia was so
open to everything. She was that
one friend that made us try new
things, make us talk to new people
and go to new places,” said Ms.
Habib. “She was very special.”

“Liv was my closest friend; I
loved her very much,” said Nicole
Murray. “She was a beautiful per-
son, inside and out. She was very
passionate about her riding, her

Borough Council Appoints
Interim Administrator
By KATE BROWNE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor
Paul N. Mirabelli and borough coun-
cil members thanked James Debbie
for his 48 years of service to the
community at Tuesday’s public
meeting of the governing body.

Mr. Debbie will retire from his
current position as borough admin-
istrator on Wednesday, July 31. Mr.
Debbie joined the Mountainside Po-
lice Department in 1971 and was
police chief from 1998 until his
retirement in 2014, when he be-
came the borough administrator.

The council also acknowledged
and thanked Ronald Romak, who
will retire next month after more
than 12 years as the director of
public works, and Ruth Rees, who
has been a member of the Engineer-
ing and Construction Department
and served on the planning board

for more than 37 years.
The council unanimously voted

to appoint Tom Atkins, 69, of Fan-
wood as the interim borough ad-
ministrator. Mr. Atkins has more
than 45 years’ experience in local
government. From 2011 until April
2019, he served as part-time bor-
ough administrator in Watchung.
Prior to that, he was the township
manager in Scotch Plains for 28
years. He began his career as an
assistant to the township manager
in East Windsor, where he served
for two years before taking over as
borough administrator in Metuchen
at the age of 26. He worked in
Metuchen for five years before leav-
ing to assume the same position in
Scotch Plains. Mr. Atkins then
worked for two-and-one-half years
for governmental consulting firm
Jersey Professional Management in

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SNOWING IN JULY...Children enjoyed a Winter Wonderland on Sunday on
Quimby Street in Westfield. Sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation,
the event featured family-fun activities and crafts. The event was a followup to last
summer’s Christmas In July promotion.
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WF Neighborhood Council
Celebrating 50th Anniv.

By JILL BURKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In 1969, the
Westfield Neighborhood Council
(WNC) began the process of pur-
chasing its building on Cacciola
Place for less than $10,000. This
Saturday, the organization cel-
ebrates its 50th anniversary of serv-
ing the Westfield area community.

The WNC is a private, non-profit
organization that serves Westfield
and the surrounding area through
programs for both children and
adults.

It was started by local moms in
1967 who went to the town for help
in addressing issues such as absen-
tee landlords and lack of affordable
daycare, or lack of daycare in gen-
eral.

To address the women’s concerns,
the Town of Westfield sent out gar-
bage trucks, allowing the neighbor-
hood to do a weekend community-
wide cleanup. Churches in town and
the local synagogue helped by pro-
viding child-care options.

Westfield came together to solve
these problems at a time when there
was a great deal of tension not very
far away. Racially-charged riots
consumed cities throughout the
country in the summer of 1967, in-
cluding nearby Plainfield and New-
ark.

In 1975, the WNC began offering
a pre-school program, licensed by
the state, for 15 children. Tuition
fees were anywhere from $5 to $30
and were charged on a sliding scale
based on income. When the pre-
school program was cancelled in
1992, the Westfield Area Y began
offering financial assistance for its
full-day care program to the WNC
day-care children.

Starting in 1986, the WNC pro-
vided a summer program for local

children. It offered lunch every day
and featured trips every Friday to
places like New York, Washington
D.C., museums, amusement parks,
beaches, hay rides and more.

In 1985 the WNC established an
after-school program. While the af-
ter-school program no longer ex-
ists, the WNC offers modeling
classes, teaching participants not
only how to walk and pose, but also
confidence and how to present one-
self to the world. The WNC offers
dance classes, complete with an
annual dance recital. A Lego club,
karate program, drug-and-alcohol
program, tutoring and more are all
available at the WNC, free of charge.
There also is always food available
at the WNC. “Love is expressed
through food,” former executive
director and current treasurer Pat
Faggins and trustee Mary Withers
said. Both also are founders of the
organization.

Since neighborhood children
were split between Wilson, Wash-
ington, Jefferson and Tamaques el-
ementary schools due to desegrega-
tion busing, the WNC’s summer and
after-school programs were places
where kids who lived near each other
could all play together.

For the adults of the neighbor-
hood, the WNC offers cooking
classes, exercise classes, art classes,
current events discussions, a com-
munity garden and more. Commu-
nity members also can come to the
WNC anytime to play various
games, in addition to their weekly
Friday neighborhood gathering.

People who were a part of the
WNC’s child-care programs as kids
still frequent the WNC as adults.
That’s the type of community this
organization has built.

“I am so proud of the friendship I
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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