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Letters to the Editor
This letter is in support of Jon

Bramnick, NJ Assemblyman (21st
legislative district) and the state’s
General Assembly Republican Mi-
nority Leader, who is up for re-
election this fall. At a time when
there is incredible (and unneces-
sary) conflict and rancor among
parties and within parties, I think
about how much Jon continues
to be needed in Trenton. For
anyone who has tracked New
Jersey politics for any length of
time, you know that Jon has been
one of few individuals in the Leg-
islature who has consistently tried
to seek a compromise on many
issues which have and will sig-
nificantly affect the future of this
great state. Whether in discus-
sions with the opposing party or
within his own party, Jon has
made sincere and persistent at-
tempts to “reach over the aisle”
to identify a better solution on
behalf of the state’s constitu-
ents.

I have had the privilege of
knowing Jon for over 15  years.
Throughout this period, Jon has
been one of the most approach-
able, practical, and effective leg-
islators New Jersey has ever had.
Regardless of the issue or his
personal stance, Jon always first
listens to what is being said, is
reflective of the perspective he is
provided, and is always profes-
sional with a response that both
acknowledges the merits of what
has been stated, and which pro-
vides his current thinking.  I
myself over the years have wit-
nessed a lot of politicians and
politics – and I have found too
many legislators, in all levels of
government, on issues to be short
on fact, yet uncompromising,
arrogant, and sometimes even
dismissive in their response.  Jon
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always researches an issue and
tries to understand all sides and
potential long-term impact be-
fore taking a position. And Jon
has worked to minimize party
politics, especially when the resi-
dents’ best interests are at
stake.As a former mayor I would
like the readership – regardless
of party – to realize that there
were numerous occasions
throughout my tenure when the
Borough of Watchung needed the
assistance of Jon and his office to
help the borough and its resi-
dents work through an issue.
Jon has been consistently the
most responsive legislator with
whom I have had the privilege of
working.

Jon has been the consummate
professional. Second only to his
unwavering support of and re-
sponsiveness to our residents, I
admire Jon most for his charac-
ter and integrity. I trust Jon will
do the right thing for Watchung,
for the 21st legislative district,
the State of New Jersey, and its
residents.My challenge to the
reader is three-fold. First, un-
derstand what issues are impor-
tant to you in New Jersey today.
Second, take the time to really
understand both sides of the is-
sue, consider the short-term and
long-term impact, and at least
temporarily put aside the rheto-
ric you hear from “the party”
about the stance you should take.
Third, if you have the opportu-
nity to vote for Jon, take the time
to understand Jon’s position on
these important issues, and how
an experienced professional in
his position might be the effec-
tive mediator and negotiator re-
quired to reach a fair compro-
mise position for all New Jersans.

 Now more than ever, New Jer-

sey needs legislators who ac-
tively care more about New Jer-
sey residents than they do party
politics. When you go into the
voting booth this fall, regardless
of your party affiliation, think
about the great work Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick has done
for the 21st District and the State
of New Jersey, and remember
that his hand is already stretched
over the aisle, waiting for the
next opportunity to team with
others in support of New Jersey’s
residents.

Stephen K. Pote
Mayor Emeritus, Borough of

Watchung NJ
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