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Toastmasters Helps Hone Public-Speaking Skills
WESTFIELD — Toastmasters of

Westfield invites members of the
community to hone their public-
speaking skills and to gain confi-
dence in their ability to give a pre-
sentation at work or a toast at a
social event.

“Toastmasters provides a sup-
portive and positive environment
where members have the opportu-
nity to overcome their fear of pub-
lic speaking and sharpen presenta-
t ion skil ls ,”  said Mindy
Goldberger, president of Toastmas-
ters of Westfield. “Other benefits
include the opportunity to increase
one’s confidence, build critical-
thinking skills and become an ef-
fective listener,” she noted.

“While most people join the club

to improve their public-speaking
skills, many people end up staying
with the club due to its welcoming
environment and the friendships that
are formed,” said Jane Sarwin, vice-
president of education. “In addi-
tion, Toastmasters builds leadership
skills and allows you to maximize
your potential both professionally
and personally,” added Ms. Sarwin.

The club meets each Thursday,
at 7:45 p.m., in the Sunrise As-
sisted Living meeting room, lo-
cated at 240 Springfield Avenue,
Westfield. Guests are encouraged
to attend. For more information
about the club,  visi t
toastmastersofwestfield.com.

Toastmasters International is a
world-wide nonprofit educational

organization that seeks to empower
individuals to become more effec-
tive communicators and leaders.
Headquartered in Englewood,
Colo., the organization’s member-
ship exceeds 357,000 in more than
16,600 clubs in 143 countries.
Since 1924, Toastmasters Interna-
tional has helped people from di-
verse backgrounds become more
confident speakers, communicators
and leaders. For information about
local Toastmasters clubs, visit
toastmasters.org. Interested per-
sons also may follow @Toastmas-
ters on Twitter.

MAXIMIZE YOUR POTENTIAL WITH TOASTMASTERS...Members of Toastmasters of Westfield gather after their
weekly meeting on June 13. The organization offers participants an opportunity to develop their public-speaking skills, gain
confidence and enjoy fellowship.

– Obituaries –

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
A GREAT CAUSE...The Chelsea at Fanwood celebrated another successful
tricky tray auction June 29 to benefit Alzheimer’s New Jersey, setting a new
record with $2,700 raised. Multiple local businesses donated prizes for the event.
Pictured, Chelsea Lifestyle Director Jane Pritzker hands a coffee prize to winner
Jim Stewart, retired Fanwood police officer and rescue squad life member, with
his wife, Bridget. Mr. Stewart also won a free oil change at Frank’s Auto.

Theatre and Movie Events
Due at Westfield Library

WESTFIELD — Theatre and
movies will fill the July calendar at
the Westfield Memorial Library.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

The Shrewd Mechanicals of the
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jer-
sey will offer “Verily, Madly,
Thine” on Wednesday, July 17, at 7
p.m. This hour-long presentation
focuses on the temporary madness
that people experience when they
fall madly in love.

It features an array of moments
from Shakespeare’s plays as well
as a few selections from more con-
temporary authors who have been
inspired by one of Shakespeare’s
originals. “Verily, Madly, Thine”
also includes a sprinkling of music
designed to make audiences fall in
love with this collection of scenes
that bring to life the joy, wit, po-
etry and music of the illustrious
playwright —and those he has in-
spired.

Registration is now available to
Westfield resident cardholders as
well as MURAL cardholders, space
permitting.

As part of programs honoring
the 50th anniversary of the 1969
moon landing, the movie First Man
will be shown on Monday, July 15,
at 7 p.m. Oscar-winning director
Damien Chazelle and star Ryan
Gosling team for the riveting story
behind the first manned mission to
the moon, focusing on Neil
Armstrong and the decade leading
to the historic Apollo 11 flight.

A visceral and intimate account
told from Armstrong’s perspective,
based on the book by James R.
Hansen, the film explores the tri-

umphs and the cost  — on
Armstrong, his family, his col-
leagues and the nation itself — of
one of the most dangerous mis-
sions in history.

On Wednesday, July 24, at 7 p.m.,
the library will show Apollo 11,
directed by Todd Douglas Miller.
Crafted from a newly-discovered
trove of 65mm footage, and more
than 11,000 hours of un-catalogued
audio recordings, Apollo 11 takes
viewers straight to the heart of
NASA’s most celebrated mission:
the one that first put men on the
moon and forever made Neil
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin house-
hold names.

Immersed in the perspectives of
the astronauts, the team in Mission
Control, and the millions of spec-
tators on the ground, the audience
vividly experiences those momen-
tous days and hours in 1969 when
humankind took a giant leap into
the future.

These programs are free and open
to all. To register, visit the library’s
website, wmlnj.org, and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday, and 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Satur-
day. The library is closed on Sun-
days for the summer.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the li-
brary for a copy of its award-win-
ning, quarterly newsletter, “Take
Note.”

Leonard Raymond Zuchowski, 97,
World War II USMC Veteran

KEEPING CRANFORD BEAUTIFUL...Members of the Floraphile Garden
Club of Cranford recently went to work to beautify the Cranford Commu-
nity Center with the help of some mulch and colorful flowers. Community
service is one of the core focuses of the group. Every year members also help
to clean up and plant at Girl Scout Park, Orange Avenue Pool and the
Cranford First Aid Squad.

Garwood Library Continues
July Program Offerings

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has a series of ac-
tivities scheduled for the second
half of July.

Science Tellers will be featured on
Monday, July 29, at 2 p.m. The Sci-
ence Teller will relate the story of a
midnight meteor shower, where
something mysterious falls from the
sky toward Earth — but it is not a
shooting star. Two curious kids ven-
ture into the forest to investigate and
find themselves mixed up with a
family of visitors from another
planet. The Teller will ask for volun-
teers to help perform science experi-
ments. The target audience is ages 5
to 12. Registration is required and
participation is limited to 30.

Astronaut Storytime and Games
will be featured Wednesday, July
17, at 10:30 a.m. Toddlers will en-
joy a story from an astronaut on the
international space station and from
their own librarian followed by
bubbles, stickers and an asteroid
toss with prizes inside each aster-
oid. This event is geared to those up
to age 6. Registration is required
and participation limited to 30.

Outragehiss Pets will take place
the following Wednesday, July 24,
at 2 p.m. This event, for adults and
children of all ages, features a pig,
cockatoo, alligator and wallaby,
among many others. Registration is
required and participation limited
to 30.

Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) will
be available on Thursday, July 18,

from 10 a.m. to noon. Union County
Division on Aging staff will be on
hand to assist senior citizens age
60 and older or their caregivers
with information on services such
as meal delivery, respite care, adult
day care and support services for
caregivers.

Additionally on July 18, at 1 p.m.,
children will make stomp rockets
out of PVC piping and soda bottles.
On Friday, July 19, they will launch
their rocket outside with prizes for
the highest and furthest rocket,
among other categories. The launch
will be followed by a video of the
1969 moon landing via You Tube.
This program is for children enter-
ing third grade and older. Registra-
tion is required and participation
limited to 12.

Astronaut I Spy is offered on
Fridays during July. A plastic as-
tronaut figure will be hidden at
Garwood landmarks, such as
Hartman Park and the Gazebo. Pic-
tures will be taken of the astronaut
and posted on Garwood Library’s
social media. A library backpack
will be near the astronaut with in-
dex cards. The cards must be re-
turned by Garwood residents to the
library for a prize. Participants are
asked to only take one card.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. For
more information and to register
for programs, call (908) 789-1670.
Information also is available at
youseemore.com/garwood.

Leonard Raymond Zuchowski,
age 97, died peacefully at home on
Saturday, July 6, 2019. Len was
born in Metuchen, N.J., on May
17, 1922. He graduated from New-
ark Central High School in 1940.
Immediately after the attack on
Pearl Harbor, 19-year-old Len en-
listed in the Marine Corps. For the
next four years he served with the
1st Marine Division in the Pacific
Theater, earning five Battle Stars
for participating in the three
Guadalcanal  Campaigns,  the
Peleliu Campaign, and the Cape
Gloucester Campaign. As a mem-
ber of the 1st Marine Division Re-
con Team, he was awarded two
Presidential Unit Citations, the
American Campaign Medal, the Pa-
cific Campaign Medal with four
Bronze Stars, the World War II
Victory Medal, and the N.J. Dis-
tinguished Service Medal.

Upon his return to civilian life
after the war, he married his high
school sweetheart, Irene Kassay,
in 1945. Together they moved to
Fanwood, N.J., in 1954, where they
raised their two little girls, Carol
and Jeanne. For the next 62 years,

Len was a fixture in the Fanwood
community, where he devoted 55
years to the Fanwood Volunteer
Fire Department. Professionally,
Lenny rose to manage the New
Brunswick Office of William
Bruckmann Insurance Co., eventu-
ally retiring in 1986.

Len was preceded in death by his
wife of 66 years, Irene, and his
daughter, Carol Simon. He is sur-
vived by his daughter, Jeanne
DiNicola of Seattle, Wash.; his three
grandchildren, Eric Simon, Matthew
DiNicola and Leslie DiNicola, and
his two great-grandchildren, Zara
Simon and Zack Simon.

Relatives and friends are invited
to the viewing today, Thursday, July
11, from 1 to 2 p.m., at the Bradley
Funeral Home, Route 73 and
Evesham Road, Marlton, where a
funeral service will be held at 2
p.m. Thursday. Interment will be
private.

In lieu of flowers, please make any
donations in memory of Len to the
Fanwood Volunteer Fire/Rescue
Squad, 123 Watson Road, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023, www.fanwoodfd.com.
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Darlene Sage Manfra, 76, Devoted
To Family, Friends, Veterans, Pets

Darlene Sage Manfra, beloved
mother and grandmother, 76, passed
away peacefully at her daughter’s
home on Wednesday,
July 3, 2019, surrounded
by family. Born and
raised in Bellefontaine,
Ohio, she resided in
Scotch Plains, N.J., as
well as on Silver Bay in
Toms River,
Bernardsville, then
Fanwood, before mov-
ing to North Plainfield
over 20 years ago.

Darlene was a direct
descendent of an Ameri-
can Revolution patriot,
a Civil War soldier and a
World War II soldier.
Darlene was deeply honored to be
recognized by The Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) and
recently was awarded a certificate
from the Westfield Chapter for her
volunteer efforts with the veterans.

Darlene owned and operated a com-
mercial real estate property in Brick,
N.J. Darlene also worked throughout
her life at local restaurants and ban-
quet halls. She owned and operated a
food truck and famously invented a
favorite local cuisine called the “Junk
Yard Dog.” The job she enjoyed the
most, however, was helping raise her
grandchildren.

Darlene was a natural artist, en-
joyed fine dining, the perfect
margarita, afternoons at Saratoga
and Monmouth Park racetracks, and

family vacations in Europe and
Disney World. She also loved visit-
ing Charleston, S.C., and spent a

significant amount of
time at her home away
from home in Tucson,
Ariz., with her dearest
sister and best friend,
Billie. She spent count-
less evenings convers-
ing with friends at the
Stage House Tavern in
Scotch Plains and the
Jade Isle. Gentle in
thought to all her eyes
beheld, her love for fam-
ily and friends was ex-
traordinary. She loved
animals of all kinds and
her pets.

Surviving are her children, Raymond
Manfra and Denise Smith; their part-
ner and spouse, Jennifer and Mike,
respectively; her grandchildren, Jes-
sica, Michael II (Mikey) and Amanda;
her brother, James Sage, and her sister,
Billie Sage. She was predeceased by
her parents, William and Marjorie
Sage; her brother, Jeff Sage, and her
dogs, TJ, Alfie and Jacqui.

A remembrance will be held at
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue, Fanwood, today, Thursday,
July 11, from 3 to 7 p.m., with
services at 7 p.m. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to Best
Friends Animal Society, Popcorn
Park Zoo, American Wolves Foun-
dation and Raptor Trust.

July 11, 2019

Darlene Manfra

Singles Group Posts
July Meeting Dates

WESTFIELD — The Sunday
Morning Singles Discussion Group
meets every Sunday on the lower
level of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield.

The next meeting dates are July
14, July 21 and July 28. Participants
in this nondenominational group
share thoughts between 9 and 10:15
a.m. A $2 donation is requested. All
are welcome. The First Baptist
Church is located at 170 Elm Street,
Westfield. For more information, call
(908) 686-0563.

Ralph Gilbert, 94, Former Councilman;
Manor Park Swim Club Founder

Ralph Louis Gilbert, formerly of
Seven Lakes, N.C., Westfield, N.J.,
and Huntington, N.Y., died peacefully
at St. Joseph of the Pines Health Cen-
ter in Southern Pines, N.C., on Tues-
day, July 2, 2019, at the age of 94.

A memorial service will be held at
2 p.m. on Friday, July
12, 2019, in the Chapel
at Belle Meade, 100 Wa-
ters Drive, Southern
Pines. A private
inurnment will take
place at the Seven Lakes
Chapel in the Pines at
another time.

Ralph was preceded
in death by his beloved
wife, Jo (Josephine),
with whom he shared the
best 68 years of his life.
He is survived by his
two daughters and their
husbands, Margery and
Denis Finnin and Barbara and Kurt
Josef Schildknecht, and by one
grandson, Henry W. Finnin. He was
predeceased by his son, James (Jer-
sey) Gilbert, who is survived by his
wife, Ellen Schultz. He is also sur-
vived by his brother and his brother’s
wife, John and Betty Gilbert.

Ralph was born in Huntington,
N.Y., the middle of three sons, to
Henry and Martha Gilbert, originally
of Brooklyn, N.Y., and Oslo, Nor-
way. He graduated in 1942 from
Huntington High School, where he
was known by all his friends as “Red”
for his bright auburn head of hair.
One of the proudest accomplish-
ments of his youth was attaining the
rank of Eagle Scout.

In 1942, on his 18th birthday,
Ralph enlisted in the Navy, trained
as a fighter pilot, and was commis-
sioned as a Naval Aviator in 1945.
Following the war, Ralph volun-
teered for a special utility squadron,
and flew as a test pilot, and as a
personal pilot for Admiral Briscoe.
After his release from active duty in
1946, Ralph served in the Naval
Reserves for 23 years, along the way
moving from flying to air intelli-
gence, and retired with a rank of
Commander.

Ralph earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Air Transportation Engineer-
ing from Purdue University in 1949,
and returned to New York to begin
his career at Johns-Manville, in In-
dustrial Sales. In 1971 he left Johns-
Manville to start and manage the

Mechanical Packings
and Friction Materials di-
vision at Porter Hayden
Co.

Ralph met Jo on a blind
date in 1947, and a year
after their marriage in
1948, they moved briefly
to Scarsdale, N.Y., then
to Westfield, N.J. Dur-
ing their 30 years in
Westfield, Ralph and Jo
were an integral part of
the community. Ralph
served two terms on the
Westfield Town Council,
and, as President of the

Manor Park Civic Association, spear-
headed the building of the Manor
Park Swim Club. He was also active
in the local Boy Scouts and College
Men’s Club. Ralph and Jo were faith-
ful members of the Redeemer
Lutheran Church, where Ralph
served on the Church Council.

In 1987, after retirement, Ralph
moved with Jo to Seven Lakes, N.C.,
and, when not golfing and traveling,
he continued to be an outgoing neigh-
bor and active community member,
generously giving his time to the
Kiwanis Club, the Chapel in the Pines
and the Military Officers Associa-
tion of America.

In lieu of flowers, his family sug-
gests that memorial donations be
made to: The Belle Meade Employ-
ees Education Fund (at Belle Meade,
100 Waters Drive, Southern Pines,
N.C. 28387, in tribute to the atten-
tive, caring and conscientious ser-
vice provided by the many excep-
tional Belle Meade employees in all
the departments of the community
that Ralph was happy to call home
for the last seven years of his life, or
to The Foundation of FirstHealth,
150 Applecross Road, Pinehurst,
N.C. 28374.
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Chester ‘Burt’ Kellogg II, Dearly Loved
By His Family and Friends; Avid Golfer
Chester “Burt” Kellogg II, 85, of

Watchung, N.J., formerly of
Westfield, N.J., passed away on Tues-
day, July 2, 2019. Dearly loved by his
family and friends, Burt was an avid
golfer, and a member of the United
States Golf Association Course Rat-
ing Committee, which allowed him to
play numerous courses throughout
New Jersey. He was a longtime mem-
ber of Echo Lake Country Club, with
his happiest moment occurring in
August of 1991, when his second
shot, with a three wood, found the cup
on the par five 5th hole for a Double
Eagle “Albatross.”

Burt was born in Elizabeth, N.J., to
Chester and Alice (Luellen) Kellogg.
He married Dorothy Elizabeth
Harasty and shared over sixty years
of marriage with “Dottie” prior to her
passing in 2017. Burt attended The
Lawrenceville School, Dartmouth
College and Columbia University. He

spent his entire professional career at
the A. M. Best Company, rating the
world’s largest insurance and reinsur-
ance companies.

Burt enjoyed spending summers
with family and friends in Normandy
Beach, N.J. He is survived by his
children, Kathy Kellogg Williams
(Tom), Patricia Crawford and Peter
Kellogg (Mary); his five grandchil-
dren, Jennifer, Melissa, Molly, Lainey
and Sean; great-granddaughter,
Parker, and brothers, Daniel Kellogg
(Bette) and Hugh Kellogg (Diane).

In lieu of flowers, donations are
being accepted to the Save Barnegat
Bay Foundation
(savebarnegatbay.org). The family
is planning a private burial service
in Hartford, Conn. For further in-
formation, or to leave an online
condolence message, please visit
www.gcfuneralhome.com.
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Hanson Park Now Among
Garden State Gardens

CRANFORD — Hanson Park
Conservancy has announced that
Hanson Park is now included among

Ralph L.Gilbert

the 28 parks listed in “Garden State
Gardens,” a Consortium of New
Jersey’s Public Gardens.

Garden State Gardens strives to
increase the public’s awareness and
appreciation for the beauty and hor-
ticultural, educational, artistic and
historic value of New Jersey’s pub-
lic gardens.

Michael Gross, secretary of the
GSG Consortium, recently took a
walk through Hanson Park with
Trustee Ann Beams. Hanson Park is
located at 38 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford.

Mr. Gross saw the Black Gum
Tree (Nyssa sylvatica), also known
as a Pepperidge Tree. He got in touch
with Joseph Bennett, assistant for-
ester of the New Jersey Big Tree
Conservation and Education Pro-
gram for the New Jersey Forest Pro-
gram in Trenton. Mr. Bennett will be
coming to Hanson Park to measure
and evaluate the Black Gum.

The GSG Consortium meets a few
times a year. Its next meeting is in
October.

To learn more about Garden State
Gardens or the Hanson Park Conser-
vancy, interested persons are invited
to visit gardenstategardens.org or
hansonparkconservancy.com.

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified


