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Police Chief Announces
Bike Patrols in Bus. District
WESTFIELD – Westfield Police

Chief Christopher Battiloro has an-
nounced the implementation of bicycle
patrols. The patrols began on July 2, the
opening night of Westfield’s Sweet
Sounds Downtown Music Festival.

Bicycle patrol officers will be now
deployed for large public events in
Westfield’s Central Business District,
such as the music festival, streets
fairs, and road races. They will also
be deployed at other times of peak
activity, such as nights and weekends
during the summer months.

The bicycle patrol officers will be
charged with enforcing parking stat-
utes and municipal ordinances, keep-

ing the peace, and ensuring the safe
passage of pedestrians, as well as
interacting with the members of the
community.

“Since assuming the position of
chief of police, it has been my fore-
most priority to improve police/com-
munity relations,” stated Chief
Battiloro. “The intent of the bicycle
patrol is to do just that.”

Quimby Street was closed for the
opening night of the downtown music
festival on July 2 and it will be closed
again for the closing night on August
27. The music festival will continue
every Tuesday night during July and
August from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Jim Lowney/County of Union
Union County government was well represented in the annual Plainfield 4th of July parade. Union County Freeholder Vice-
Chairman Alexander Mirabella and Freeholders Rebecca Williams, Angela R. Garretson, Sergio Granados, Kimberly
Palmieri-Mouded, Christopher Hudak and Andrea Staten joined Union County employees marching in the annual parade.

Med. Marijuana Expansion
Signed Into Law In NJ

TRENTON – The state’s medical
marijuana program will be vastly ex-
panded under the terms of the “Jake
Honig Compassionate Use Medical
Cannabis Act” that was signed by
Governor Phil Murphy on July 2.

Sponsored by Senator Joseph Vitale
(D-19th, Woodbridge), the chairman
of the Senate Health, Human Ser-
vices and Senior Citizens Commit-
tee, Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden), chairman of the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee, and Sena-
tor Declan O’Scanlon (R-13th,
Holmdel), the legislation will trans-
form what was one of the more re-
strictive medical marijuana programs
in the country into one that is acces-
sible, affordable and that better serves
the needs of patients in New Jersey.

“This expansion of our medical
marijuana program is patient-centric
and patient-first,” Sen. Vitale said.
“With these long overdue reforms,
we will treat patients with the dignity
they deserve, recognize the full ben-
efits of cannabis and ensure that com-
passion is a mainstay in New Jersey’s
medical marijuana program. It is criti-
cally important that we provide relief
to those with qualifying conditions
right now, and this bill becoming law
will do just that.”

“This is a momentous day for New
Jersey and the individuals that have
been forced to endure suffering due
to their lack of access to medicinal
cannabis,” Sen. Scutari said. “The
restrictiveness of New Jersey’s medi-
cal marijuana program is why I spon-
sored and passed the original legisla-
tion for reforms in the Senate a de-
cade ago. This is only the beginning
of great things to come for New
Jersey’s cannabis industry.”

“Jake Honig’s Law is a compas-

sionate, comprehensive effort to help
countless seriously-ill patients in
New Jersey get the relief they need.
I am proud to have sponsored this
law, and I am grateful that we are
naming it after Jake,” Sen. O’Scanlon
said. “We have heard so many ex-
amples of medical marijuana patients
like Jake, who experience signifi-
cant benefits, with minimal side ef-
fects. Overall, this is a responsible
way to make medical marijuana more
accessible for a larger number of
people. It’s a huge step in the right
direction, and I’m grateful for the
Honig family’s courageous efforts
in this fight.”

POLICE MEET SCHOOL KIDS...Westfield Police Chief Chris Battiloro, Cap-
tain Frank Padovano, Officer Kenny, Officer DiBella, Chaplain Keith Gibbons
and Detective Bureau personnel visited the Westfield Area YMCA after-school
program at Tamaques School on June 19th to drop off goodies for the students
including a police hat, bag, pencils, and junior police badges.

NJ Dept. of Health Reports
First Case of West Nile Virus

Municipal Chairs Told
By Dem Committee

COUNTY — The Union County
Democratic Committee met in June
to elect new officers as well as mu-
nicipal chairs. New chairs were
elected locally in Westfield, Cranford,
Mountainside and Fanwood. The
chairs, who will serve two-year  terms,
are as follows:

County chair, Nicholas Scutari of
Linden; local chairs, Berkeley
Heights, George Devanney; Clark,
Nancy Sheridan; Cranford, Bette Jane
Kowalski; Elizabeth, Tony Teixeira;
Fanwood, Kevin Boris; Garwood,
Paul Tarantino; Hillside, Anthony
Salters; Kenilworth, Peter Corvelli;
Linden, Derek Armstead;
Mountainside , Anjali Mehrotra; New
Providence, Rupa Kale; Plainfield,
Adrian Mapp;

Rahway, Kevin O’Brien; Roselle,
Reginald Atkins; Roselle Park, Daniel
Petrosky; Scotch Plains, John Del
Sordi; Springfield, Bruce Bergen;
Summit, Andrea Stein; Union chair,
Joseph Cryan; Westfield, Rupal
Motwani, and Winfield chair, Marga-
ret McManus.

STATE — In response to the
New Jersey Depar tment  of
Health’s confirmation of the
state’s first human case of West
Nile Virus (WNV) in 2019 in a
Hunterdon County, the Hunterdon
County Department of Health has
announced that it is increasing sur-
veillance and mosquito abatement
activities.

Hunterdon County Health Officer
Karen DeMarco stated, “The County
Health Department, earlier this week,
interviewed the infected individual to
determine a travel history and other
risk factors. Although it appears the
case may have acquired West Nile
Virus out of county or out of state, it
is important for all residents to avoid
mosquito bites to prevent West Nile
Virus.”

There is no specific treatment
for WNV, however, it is important
to note that the disease cannot
spread from person to person, ac-
cording to a health department
press release.

The Mosquito and Vector Control
Division of the Hunterdon County
Health Department routinely tests
mosquito samples  and no samples
have tested positive for West Nile
Virus in the 2019 season.

The Hunterdon County Health De-
partment recommends the following:

• Mosquitos can breed in a small
amount of standing water.

• Eliminate standing water on your
property and in your neighborhood.

• Empty bird baths at least once a
week and be vigilant about clearing
water from toys, garbage cans, flower
pots and other areas where water will
collect.

• Use insect repellants when out-
doors, especially in the evening hours.

• Use an EPA-registered insect
repellent such as those with DEET,
picaridin, or oil of lemon eucalyp-
tus. These products can be used
on skin or clothing. Always fol-
low the directions on the product
label.

• Additionally, wear shoes and
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NJ Department of Health
Names Dental Director

STATE — The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Health has the appointment
of Dr. Darwin K. Hayes as its new
dental director. He is the first new
director in more than 30 years.

“We are pleased to welcome Dr.
Hayes as part of our leadership team,”
Deputy Commissioner Deborah
Hartel said. “With his knowledge and
expertise, the department will be able
to expand oral health initiatives to
address our most vulnerable popula-
tions.” In his new role, Dr. Hayes will
oversee dental services and programs
for New Jersey residents. He will also
be responsible for developing and
overseeing an oral health plan for the
state.

Prior to joining the department, Dr.
Hayes served nearly seven years as
the lead co-director of the General
Practice Residency (GPR) Program
at BronxCare Health System, the sec-
ond largest GPR program in the U.S.
The program has trained more than
800 new dentists in the areas of gen-
eral and hospital dentistry, pediatric
dentistry and orthodontics in the past

29 years. During his tenure, he was
part of the executive management
team that used a $3.5-million govern-
ment grant to improve access to high
quality healthcare by increasing the
number of dental providers and ex-
panding an integrated oral health/pri-
mary care initiative through the suc-
cessful management of a highly com-
petitive HRSA-funded project.

He also served as chair of the ad-
ministration board for the American
Dental Education Association
(ADEA) Council of Advanced Edu-
cation Programs. Dr. Hayes is a gradu-
ate of the University of Maryland
School of Dentistry and the GPR pro-
gram at Bronx-Lebanon Hospital. He
received his Certificate in Dental
Education from the University of the
Pacific’s Benerd School of Educa-
tion and Dugoni School of Dentistry.
In 2017 he completed the two-year
Executive Master’s Degree Program
in Healthcare Administration from
George Washington University’s
Milken Institute School of Public
Health.

No Need to Call Police
For Wildlife Sightings
SCOTCH PLAINS — Residents

of Scotch Plains should be advised
that any coyote, fox or other wildlife
sightings do not require a 911 or other
call to the police department.

According to Scotch Plains Police,
the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection’s Division of
Fish and Wildlife says they are all
considered normal wildlife for this
area and are present in over 400 New
Jersey Municipalities.

“There is no police action to be
taken for a normal sighting of these
animals. They are out at all hours. If
the animal looks visibly sick or is
acting aggressively, please contact
the police department,” according to
a police department email.

Those concerned about wildlife,
“such as securing your garbage better
and not leaving small domestic ani-
mals unattended outdoors,” can fol-
low the link https://www.state.nj.us/
dep/fgw/coyote_info.htm, police said.

MAYOR EARNS MASTER’S...The Garwood Borough Council adopted a reso-
lution recognizing Mayor Sara Todisco on recently attaining her Master’s Degree
in Education from The College of New Jersey. She is the first mayor to earn a
master’s while in office in Garwood history. Pictured, Council President Marc
Lazarow, left, and Councilman Richard McCormack present the resolution to
Mayor Todisco at the beginning of the June 27 governing body meeting.

Non-Perishables Being
Collected By County

COUNTY —  The Board of Chosen
Freeholders in conjunction with
Foodstock NJ and the Community Food
Bank of NJ are requesting that residents
donate non-perishable food items to as-
sist those in need through Friday, July 19.

“Over 12 million children in our
country live in homes that do not have
enough food to sustain everyone in
their household,” Freeholder Chair
Bette Jane Kowalski said. “We want to
do our part here in Union County by
assisting our local foodbanks in provid-
ing food to families in our community.”

Concertgoers were asked to bring
non-perishable food items at the July
10 Union County Summer Arts Con-
cert Series at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside.

Residents may drop off donations of
non-perishable food items through July
19th at any of the following locations
from during normal business hours:

Administration Building Lobby, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth;  pub-

lic safety building lobby, 400 North
Avenue East, Westfield; or  the engi-
neering building lobby, 2325 South
Avenue, Scotch Plains.

For more information contact
Nathalie Hernandez, coordinator,,
Office of Community Engagement and
Diversity, at nahernandez@ucnj.org
or (908) 527-4880.

For more details on the Summer
Arts series and more summer activi-
ties in Union County Parks, visit
ucnj.org/calendar or call the parks
department at (908) 527-4900.

socks, long pants and a long-sleeved
shirt when outdoors at dusk or dawn
when mosquitoes are most active.

West Nile virus is a viral infection
that is spread by the bite of an in-
fected mosquito. Anyone can get
infected with the West Nile virus.
The virus can affect anyone bitten
by an infected mosquito.

People over the age of 50 and
people with weak immune systems
are at greater risk of developing
severe illness. Many people in-
fected with West Nile virus do not
become ill and may not develop
symptoms. Mild symptoms include
flu-like illness, and more severe
cases include high fever, neck stiff-
ness and swelling of the brain (en-
cephalitis) which can lead to coma,
convulsions and death.


