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RACING DOWN THE RAHWAY RIVER...Residents of Cranford paddle hard
during the annual canoe races down the Rahway River in Cranford, sponsored by
the Cranford Canoe Club, on July 4.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, AMERICA...A group of Westfield residents gathers at the Tamaques Park Pavilion barbecue
area on the Fourth of July to celebrate America's Independence Day. This is their fifth annual event. They enjoyed food,
fun and sang patriotic tunes. After the party, many attended the firework display in Clark. It was a picture-perfect day
for all the festivities.

“blessing,” although their approval
is not formally or procedurally nec-
essary. During the presentation, Mr.
Durante mentioned that the cost of
the new logo would be paid out of
the DMC budget and that the logo
could be rolled out gradually to save
money. He also was explicit regard-
ing the board’s conscious decision
to move away from blue and gold,
saying, “We even looked at colors
that were more reflective of our ath-
letic teams and our schools, but we
decided to move away from that be-
cause that’s unique to our schools
and athletic teams; we didn’t want to
reflect that too much.”

Commissioner Maisonneuve went
on to support the logo’s direction
and Mr. Durante’s sentiment. “I think
it’s fantastic because there’s a story
behind it. It’s historical to Cranford;
we are not trying to make the logo
like a sports team, but we are trying
to bring elements of who we are in
town.”

Other commissioners had a differ-
ent take on the new logo and its aes-
thetic theme. Commissioner Hannen,
who did not embrace the new logo,
voiced his concerns and lent his sup-
port for the traditional Cranford
Schools sports colors of blue and
gold. “I’m not feeling it. A, the colors,
and B, it’s not for a lack of a better
term; it’s not gothic, the C letter, it’s
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Cranford Logo
more medieval as opposed to a colo-
nial type of look. In my opinion, I
don’t relate to that as Cranford. Blue
and gold, that’s Cranford to me.”

Commissioner O’Connor had a
similar take, invoking her own per-
sonal connections to Cranford. “Ever
since I grew up here, blue and gold
did not just represent school and
sports, it represented Cranford,” she
said. Commissioner O’Connor noted
her own daughter’s association with
blue and gold, saying that although
she did not participate in athletics,
there still existed a connection be-
tween those colors and her daughter’s
youth, and Cranford. “It’s not just
tied to sports teams; it’s tied to the
identity of the town.”

Commissioner Maisonneuve, who
helps companies rebrand in his pro-
fessional life, offered more insight
when engaging his colleagues.

“We’re trying to separate down-
town and bring uniqueness,” Com-
missioner Maisonneuve said. “Not
everyone has an association to the
sports teams and the high school.”

Mr. Maisonneuve continued,
“We’re also bringing an association
and diversification to people from
outside of the town. I think it’s okay
for downtown to diversify itself from
the rest of the community because
it’s a different group of people com-
ing into the downtown.”

Amended Plan Presented
For Mixed-Use Building

By JILL BURKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – An application for
an amended major site plan was
carried to next month after a nearly
three-hour discussion at the zoning
board of adjustment meeting Mon-
day night.

DB Walnut Avenue LLC re-
quested approval for their amended
plan for a mixed-use property at
109 Walnut Avenue. About 25
people were in attendance at the
board meeting, as well as 10 board
members.

The applicant’s attorney, Jason
R. Tuvel, said the plan originally
showed residential units as well as
one retail tenant on the ground floor.
An approximately 5,000-square-
foot restaurant was to occupy the
retail space. The amended plan calls
for a building with residential units
and the single large retail space now
split into three smaller retail spaces.
One retail tenant space of about 996
gross square feet would be occu-
pied by a bubble tea cafe. A second
retail tenant would be a space of
about 1,114 gross square feet and
be occupied by a wine-tasting es-
tablishment. A third retail tenant
would be in space of about 2,887
gross square feet and would be oc-
cupied by a new location of the
chain restaurant Ani Ramen.

One of the main topics of discus-
sion at the meeting was local resi-
dents’ concerns about there being
only one trash room that would be
used by all three retail tenants as
well as the residential tenants, and
whether it provided enough space
for all the inevitable waste. Mr.
Tuvel explained how the three re-
tail tenants would have access to
the trash room. Rather than having
to enter the trash room, the residen-
tial tenants would dispose of their
trash from a chute above the room.

The other major topic of discus-
sion at the meeting involved con-
cerns from both board members and
local residents about the number of
parking spaces shown on the
amended plan. The amended plan,

in which the site would be occupied
by three businesses, allots the same
amount of parking spaces for the
property as the original plan, which
included just one business.

Joseph Steiger, the applicant’s
traffic engineer, explained that the
parking space requirement is based
on square footage and number of
seats, neither of which have changed
from the original plan; therefore,
the parking space requirement has
not changed. Mr. Steiger went on to
describe how having the retail space
divided amongst three tenants rather
than just one will not double or
triple the traffic, but will actually
likely alleviate congestion in the
parking area.

The cafe’s traffic will peak in the
morning and early afternoon, the
wine lounge will be busiest in the
evening, and the Ramen Restaurant
will peak at lunch and dinner times.
Therefore, rather than one large re-
tail space getting all its traffic at
one peak time and having a huge
influx of cars in the parking lot, the
three smaller retail spaces will likely
reach their peak traffic at different
times throughout the day.

Also talked about was concern
over delivery trucks. Mr. Steiger
went over how many times a week
each retail space will receive deliv-
eries and what kind of vehicles those
deliveries will arrive in. None of
the tenants will have deliveries com-
ing to the property by way of tractor
trailers. All deliveries will come in
single-unit vans or trucks and will
be easily accommodated by the load-
ing zone, he said.

After a nearly three-hour meet-
ing, no decision was reached by
the board on the application. The
application is being carried to the
next board meeting on Monday,
August 12, without further notice.
The meeting will take place at 7:45
p.m. in the Cranford Municipal
Building.

“The point of this is to listen to
the applicants, listen to the experts,
and we listen to citizens from the
community, and all of what we hear
is what we think about and hope-
fully weigh in our decision-mak-
ing process. So we appreciate you
for coming forward,” Board Chair-
man Ronald Marotta said of the
local residents who voiced their
concerns.

The application on the agenda
regarding a 130-foot cell tower on
the Union County College campus
in Cranford was postponed and the
new date will be released by the
board within the next several days.

is a permit necessary to have a party
at a town park or a block party.

Resident Morgan Belvin said she
would like to see the summer programs
that were provided to children by the
Westfield Neighborhood Council
(WNC) be brought back for the com-
munity. “I grew up with these
programs...those programs created so
many memories,” she said. Mayor
Brindle suggested Ms. Belvin reach out
to the WNC. “Whatever they want, I am
happy to support,” Mayor Brindle said.
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Tiller Named Fire Chief

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW FIRE CHIEF...Anthony Tiller, his mom, Naomi, and his children, Brianna
and Anthony, gather together as Mr. Tiller is sworn in as Westfield Fire Chief by
Mayor Shelley Brindle during the official mayor and council meeting Tuesday.

Ordinance Restricts Use
Of Plastic Straws, Bans Lids

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee passed an ordinance on intro-
duction restricting commercial plas-
tic bag usage and restricting plastic
straws pending approval on a case-
by-case basis at Tuesday’s township
committee meeting.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen,
Jr. said he supports efforts to address
America’s recycling problem, but
did not support the ordinance, citing
safety concerns, technicalities and
implementation practicalities. Com-
missioner Hannen stated that the or-
dinance had not been finalized long
enough for a thorough committee
review.

“Bear with me on this. I have some
problems with the way the ordinance
is written,” Commissioner Hannen
said.

He said his outspokenness against
a restrictive recycling ordinance may
leave some residents temporarily “an-
gry with me.” However, he said it is
important to note he does “appreciate
the vigor and passion” residents share
with him to protect the environment
in the long run.

Initially, the ordinance would elimi-
nate plastic lids on take-out coffee
cups from commercial establish-
ments, Commissioner Hannen said.
He stated that removing plastic cof-
fee-cup lids would pose a safety risk,
adding that less sturdy lids made from
a different material could lead to more
people getting burned when carrying
their coffee from establishments.

Commissioner Hannen said if pa-
per straws can practically replace all
plastic straws, he would support such
an effort. However, under the intro-
duced ordinance’s language, Mayor
Patrick Giblin or the mayor’s chosen
designee would be responsible for
determining the appropriate “diam-
eter,” or if plastic straws can even be
sold with commercial businesses’
products.

Commissioner Hannen said it is
important to note that recycling vio-
lations listed in the ordinance’s cur-
rent language would impose $1,000
fines on violators. He said oversee-
ing recycling efforts is important,
but residents should note the fines
for a drug violation are $500.

Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley said

the township committee plans to not
punitively punish initial violators or
those who are unaware the township
ordinance has changed, assuming the
ordinance is approved on second
reading. Deputy Mayor Dooley said
the township’s administration will
aim to educate, instruct, and “work
with” all Cranford’s commercial
business leaders.

Pending the ordinance’s final ap-
proval there will be a transition pe-
riod for businesses to “burn off”
their prohibited recyclable inventory
stock, thus adapting their businesses
to new operational standards, Deputy
Mayor Dooley said.

“Plastics are made from petro-
leum,” Ms. Dooley said.

Deputy Mayor  Dooley said with
global oil prices remaining low, con-
sumer products that contain plastic
will be made with new plastic versus
recycled plastic. She said companies
are not incentive-based on current
production costs to solicit recycled
plastic under the current model.

Commissioner Hannen presented
several products sold in downtown
Cranford that require plastic items.
Displaying a Dairy Queen cup to the
public, Commissioner Hannen said
eating a Dairy Queen Blizzard would
not be possible without a durable
Dairy Queen specially-designed
spoon.

Mr. Hannen said, as an example, 7-
Eleven’s “Big Gulp” drinks, with spe-
cially-crafted extended plastic straws,
could not be consumed with a less
durable paper straw.

He said the committee should have
taken more time to review and weigh
the ordinance’s language, including
the implementation process, before
immediate introduction. Commis-
sioner Hannen said the township
committee will often review an ordi-
nance over the weekend after dis-
cussing the ordinance at a commit-
tee workshop agenda meeting.

In a separate ordinance introduc-
tion approval, the township commit-
tee approved an ordinance allowing
pedestrians a four-foot sidewalk right
of way. The ordinance prohibits
chairs or other obstructions from
blocking sidewalk right-of-ways,
which service children, parents and
disabled individuals, amongst other
residents.

During the workshop session, the
mayor and council voted to approve
requests for three events — Paint the
Pond on Sunday, August 4, in
Mindowaskin Park; a Cultural Diver-
sity event on Saturday, September
14, in Mindowaskin Park, and to close
Quimby Street to vehicular traffic
during every Sweet Sounds Down-
town event in July and August.

The next meeting of the governing
body will be held Tuesday, August
13.

approve the application. Concerns
were expressed about whether the
proposed lighting on 10-foot poles
would spill over to their properties
and whether the development would
lead to increased flood threats, but
Mr. Quinn explained that modern light
systems keep lighting from spilling
over to adjacent areas and how the
underground dry well will collect
excess rainwater.

As part of the board’s 7-to-1 vote to
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Scotch Plains Planning Bd.
approve, with Carla Kelly voting no,
a deed restriction will be included to
limit the development to the three
townhomes and to protect the back
half of the property from any devel-
opment in the future. And the original
plan called for the small parking area
to be located at the front of the prop-
erty, but board members felt revers-
ing the site plan and placing the park-
ing at the rear, behind the townhomes,
was a better idea aesthetically.
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