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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, AMERICA...A group of Westfield residents gathers at the Tamaques Park Pavilion barbecue area on
the Fourth of July to celebrate America's Independence Day. This is their fifth annual event. They enjoyed food, fun and sang
patriotic tunes. After the party, many attended the firework display in Clark. It was a picture-perfect day for all the festivities.

scribe how having the retail space
divided amongst three tenants rather
than just one will not double or triple
the traffic, but will actually likely
alleviate congestion in the parking
area.

The cafe’s traffic will peak in the
morning and early afternoon, the
wine lounge will be busiest in the
evening, and the Ramen Restaurant
will peak at lunch and dinner times.
Therefore, rather than one large re-
tail space getting all its traffic at one
peak time and having a huge influx
of cars in the parking lot, the three
smaller retail spaces will likely reach
their peak traffic at different times
throughout the day.

Also talked about was concern over
delivery trucks. Mr. Steiger went over
how many times a week each retail
space will receive deliveries and what
kind of vehicles those deliveries will
arrive in. None of the tenants will
have deliveries coming to the prop-
erty by way of tractor trailers. All
deliveries will come in single-unit

vans or trucks and will be easily
accommodated by the loading zone,
he said.

After a nearly three-hour meeting,
no decision was reached by the board
on the application. The application
is being carried to the next board
meeting on Monday, August 12, with-
out further notice. The meeting will
take place at 7:45 p.m. in the Cran-
ford Municipal Building.

“The point of this is to listen to the
applicants, listen to the experts, and
we listen to citizens from the com-
munity, and all of what we hear is
what we think about and hopefully
weigh in our decision-making pro-
cess. So we appreciate you for com-
ing forward,” Board Chairman
Ronald Marotta said of the local
residents who voiced their concerns.

The application on the agenda re-
garding a 130-foot cell tower on the
Union County College campus in
Cranford was postponed and the new
date will be released by the board
within the next several days.
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Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
MEN IN  BLUE ON DUTY…At the Mountainside fireworks celebration on July
4, police are bathed in the light of their cars while they enjoy the fireworks.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CONGRATULATIONS...Westfield Fire Chief Anthony Tiller is congratulated
for achieving his new position as Fire Chief of the Westfield Fire Department by
Cranford Fire Chief Daniel Czeh. Chief Tiller was publicly sworn in as Westfield
Fire Chief by Mayor Shelley Brindle during the official mayor and council meeting
Tuesday.

purchased the license from Jeffrey’s
of Westfield Bar & Grill a year ago.
Jeffrey’s closed in 2014.

During public comment, resident
Greg Kasko again addressed the
council on what he calls “theft of
time,” referring to a person(s) clock-
ing in and out other person(s), at the
Department of Public Works. He
asked the council and mayor why an
investigator was not provided with
payroll records from the summer-
time when the theft allegedly took
place.

R e s i d e n t  K e v i n  M o n r o e
asked the mayor and council
why he needs a $25 permit to
play basketball at the park. Mr.
Gildea said the playing of bas-
ketball is free at the park, but
there is a permit necessary to
have a party at a town park or a
block party.

Resident Morgan Belvin said
she would like to see the summer

programs that were provided to
children by the Westfield Neigh-
borhood Counci l  (WNC) be
brought back for the community.
“I  grew up with  these
programs...those programs cre-
ated so many memories,” she said.
Mayor Brindle suggested Ms.
Belvin reach out to the WNC.
“Whatever they want, I am happy
to support,” Mayor Brindle said.

During the workshop session,
the mayor and council voted to
approve requests for three events
— Paint the Pond on Sunday, Au-
gust 4, in Mindowaskin Park; a
Cultural Diversity event on Satur-
day,  September  14,  in
Mindowaskin Park, and to close
Quimby Street to vehicular traffic
during every Sweet Sounds Down-
town event in July and August.

The next meeting of the govern-
ing body will be held Tuesday,
August 13.
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Tiller Named Fire Chief

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WFD CELEBRATES NEW CHIEF...Westfield Fire Chief Anthony Tiller, pic-
tured at the end of the procession, enters the municpal chambers preceded by a
procession of bag pipes and the members of the Westfield Fire Department  during
the official mayor and council meeting Tuesday when he was sworn in.

Ordinance Restricts Use
Of Plastic Straws, Bans Lids

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee passed an ordinance on introduc-
tion restricting commercial plastic bag
usage and restricting plastic straws pend-
ing approval on a case-by-case basis at
Tuesday’s township committee meeting.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
said he supports efforts to address
America’s recycling problem, but did not
support the ordinance, citing safety con-
cerns, technicalities and implementation
practicalities. Commissioner Hannen
stated that the ordinance had not been
finalized long enough for a thorough
committee review.

“Bear with me on this. I have some
problems with the way the ordinance is
written,” Commissioner Hannen said.

He said his outspokenness against a
restrictive recycling ordinance may leave
some residents temporarily “angry with
me.” However, he said it is important to
note he does “appreciate the vigor and
passion” residents share with him to pro-
tect the environment in the long run.

Initially, the ordinance would elimi-
nate plastic lids on take-out coffee cups
from commercial establishments, Com-
missioner Hannen said. He stated that
removing plastic coffee-cup lids would
pose a safety risk, adding that less sturdy
lids made from a different material could
lead to more people getting burned when
carrying their coffee from establishments.

Commissioner Hannen said if paper
straws can practically replace all plastic
straws, he would support such an effort.
However, under the introduced
ordinance’s language, Mayor Patrick
Giblin or the mayor’s chosen designee
would be responsible for determining the
appropriate “diameter,” or if plastic straws
can even be sold with commercial busi-
nesses’ products.

Commissioner Hannen said it is im-
portant to note that recycling violations
listed in the ordinance’s current language
would impose $1,000 fines on violators.
He said overseeing recycling efforts is
important, but residents should note the
fines for a drug violation are $500.

Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley said the
township committee plans to not puni-
tively punish initial violators or those
who are unaware the township ordinance
has changed, assuming the ordinance is
approved on second reading. Deputy
Mayor Dooley said the township’s ad-
ministration will aim to educate, instruct,
and “work with” all Cranford’s commer-
cial business leaders.

Pending the ordinance’s final approval
there will be a transition period for busi-
nesses to “burn off” their prohibited recy-
clable inventory stock, thus adapting their
businesses to new operational standards,
Deputy Mayor Dooley said.

“Plastics are made from petroleum,”
Ms. Dooley said.

Deputy Mayor  Dooley said with glo-
bal oil prices remaining low, consumer
products that contain plastic will be made
with new plastic versus recycled plastic.
She said companies are not incentive-
based on current production costs to so-
licit recycled plastic under the current
model.

Commissioner Hannen presented sev-
eral products sold in downtown Cranford
that require plastic items. Displaying a
Dairy Queen cup to the public, Commis-
sioner Hannen said eating a Dairy Queen
Blizzard would not be possible without a
durable Dairy Queen specially-designed
spoon.

Mr. Hannen said, as an example, 7-
Eleven’s “Big Gulp” drinks, with spe-
cially-crafted extended plastic straws,
could not be consumed with a less du-
rable paper straw.

He said the committee should have
taken more time to review and weigh the
ordinance’s language, including the
implementation process, before immedi-
ate introduction. Commissioner Hannen
said the township committee will often
review an ordinance over the weekend
after discussing the ordinance at a com-
mittee workshop agenda meeting.

In a separate ordinance introduction
approval, the township committee ap-
proved an ordinance allowing pedestri-
ans a four-foot sidewalk right of way. The
ordinance prohibits chairs or other ob-
structions from blocking sidewalk right-
of-ways, which service children, parents
and disabled individuals, amongst other
residents.
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property, which surrounds the 944
Wyandotte Trail location, has flooded
with water, inundating her garage dur-
ing a moderate thunderstorm.

Applicants Vincent and Mary
Giglio, of 501 Wells Street, were
unanimously approved to expand an
existing one-car garage to a two-car
garage. The Westfield ordinance re-
quires a front-yard setback of 34.9
feet, while the applicant’s proposed
setback was 19.8 feet. Mr. Giglio
informed the board the garage set-
back had previously existed. He said
his application seeks to increase the
maximum building coverage from 20
percent to 20.47 percent.

Applicant Alan Gibbemeyer, of 521
Carleton Road, was unanimously ap-
proved to construct a deck addition
with an ingress-egress platform al-
lowing handicap accessibility. Mr.
Gibbemeyer said the handicapped-
accessible deck is for his child and
other visitors who require such ac-
cessibility.

Board member Robert Benacchio
said he could understand Mr.
Gibbemeyer’s perspective as his fam-
ily member is disabled. Mr. Benacchio
said often those with disabilities have
friends who are disabled as well,
which means the deck would benefit
numerous people in need.

Mr. Gibbemeyer proposed a deck
with a 23.7 percent maximum build-
ing coverage, where an ordinance al-
lows 23.5 percent coverage.

Applicant Walter Bonilla, of 1002
Ripley Avenue, was unanimously ap-
proved to replace an existing side
porch and construct a new raised pa-
tio with an open pergola. Board mem-
ber Matthew Sontz said the

application’s approval is contingent
on the pergola remaining open. Mr.
Bonilla agreed the pergola would re-
main open as the applicant stated ivy
will be planted to grow up the sides.

Applicants Joseph and Lisa Raths,
of 437 Dudley Avenue, were unani-
mously approved to construct a pool,
although the maximum all improve-
ment coverage was 7,284 square feet,
where 6,400-square-foot coverage is
permitted.

Applicant Sandra Lema, of 313
Myrtle Avenue, was unanimously
approved to construct a front landing
and increase an existing deck. Ms.
Lema said her proposed deck has a
25.6-percent maximum building cov-
erage, where 22 percent is permitted.

Applicant Gurinder Singh, of 317
Belmar Place, was unanimously ap-
proved to construct a new single-
family dwelling utilizing a portion of
the existing dwelling. The ordinance
allowed a maximum 25-foot continu-
ous wall, where the applicant pro-
posed a 40.2-foot continuous wall.

Mr. Benacchio said the applicant
was faced with an irregular-sized lot,
while reconfiguring the property de-
sign to minimize variance requests.

Applicant Kevin McKeown, of
1907 Grandview Avenue, was unani-
mously approved to construct a two-
story addition. Mr. McKeown’s resi-
dence should have a one-car garage,
while the addition included no ga-
rage.

Mr. McKeown said building a ga-
rage would trigger additional required
variance relief, also considering no
garage existed when Mr. McKeown
purchased the property.

B, it’s not for a lack of a better term; it’s
not gothic, the C letter, it’s more medi-
eval as opposed to a colonial type of
look. In my opinion, I don’t relate to
that as Cranford. Blue and gold, that’s
Cranford to me.”

Commissioner O’Connor had a simi-
lar take, invoking her own personal
connections to Cranford. “Ever since I
grew up here, blue and gold did not
just represent school and sports, it
represented Cranford,” she said. Com-
missioner O’Connor noted her own
daughter’s association with blue and
gold, saying that although she did not
participate in athletics, there still ex-
isted a connection between those col-
ors and her daughter’s youth, and Cran-
ford. “It’s not just tied to sports teams;
it’s tied to the identity of the town.”

Commissioner Maisonneuve, who
helps companies rebrand in his pro-
fessional life, offered more insight
when engaging his colleagues.

“We’re trying to separate downtown
and bring uniqueness,” Commissioner
Maisonneuve said. “Not everyone has
an association to the sports teams and
the high school.”

Mr. Maisonneuve continued, “We’re
also bringing an association and diver-
sification to people from outside of the
town. I think it’s okay for downtown to
diversify itself from the rest of the com-
munity because it’s a different group of
people coming into the downtown.”
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