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Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
RACING DOWN THE RAHWAY RIVER...Cranford residents paddle hard during the annual canoe races down the
Rahway River. The event, sponsored by the Cranford Canoe Club, was on July 4.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
AN ANNUAL WESTFIELD TRADITION ... Members of the Westfield Chapter
of the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) presented a special program in
tribute to Independence Day at the Westfield Community Band Indendence Day
concert in Mindowaskin Park.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PATRIOTRIC-THEMED CONCERT...The Westfield Community Band, under
the direction of Thomas Connors, continued its 107th season with its annual
Independence Day Concert on July 4 in Mindowaskin Park. The band was joined
by members of the Westfield Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution
(SAR) and Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), who presented a special
program in tribute to Independence Day. Also featured were appearances by
Westfield’s own “Towne Crier,” who presented the “news of the day.”
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Change In Downtown Logo
Proposed By Cranford DMC
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New Walnut Ave. Bldg. Plans for
Tea, Wine Tasting and Ramen Rest.

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The issue of the
downtown’s new logo became a topic
of conversation and debate for the
township committee at its workshop
meeting Monday night.

Anthony Durante, chairman of the
Cranford Downtown Management
Corporation (DMC), presented a pro-
posed new logo for downtown Cran-
ford in the style of a bold black C in
gothic font surrounded by a gold out-
line. Drawing inspiration from
Cranford’s history, including a map
that dates back to approximately the
mid 19th century, the board of direc-
tors of the DMC wanted to move away
from the school colors of blue and
gold in an attempt to rebrand the down-
town and attract prospective people
outside the typical orbit of school and
sports colors.

Township committee members had
mixed reactions to the new logo. Com-
missioner Jean-Albert Maisonneuve,
expressed support, while Commission-
ers Mary O’Connor and Thomas
Hannen, Jr., leaned more toward the
traditional Cranford school colors of
blue and gold for the new logo. During
his presentation, Mr. Durante explained
the board’s rationale for favoring the
gothic black and gold C as its pre-
ferred choice for the new downtown
Cranford logo.

“After months and weeks of work

and after dozens of iterations, this logo
is the one we kept coming back to,”
Mr. Durante said. “We came back to
simple gold and black, strong gold
font and a logo that’s nice and crisp
and clear.”

Mr. Durante continued, “It’s clean
and simple and scalable. You can put it
on a polo shirt, you can put it on a
business card, you can put it in an
email, or you can put it on a banner on
a light post,” Mr. Durante said. “It’s
reflective of our history, but also has a
modern bold treatment.”

Mr. Durante came to the township
committee in order to get officials’
“blessing,” although their approval is
not formally or procedurally neces-
sary. During the presentation, Mr.
Durante mentioned that the cost of the
new logo would be paid out of the
DMC budget and that the logo could
be rolled out gradually to save money.
He also was explicit regarding the
board’s conscious decision to move
away from blue and gold, saying, “We
even looked at colors that were more
reflective of our athletic teams and our
schools, but we decided to move away
from that because that’s unique to our
schools and athletic teams; we didn’t
want to reflect that too much.”

Commissioner Maisonneuve went
on to support the logo’s direction and
Mr. Durante’s sentiment. “I think it’s
fantastic because there’s a story be-
hind it. It’s historical to Cranford; we
are not trying to make the logo like a
sports team, but we are trying to bring
elements of who we are in town.”

Other commissioners had a differ-
ent take on the new logo and its aes-
thetic theme. Commissioner Hannen,
who did not embrace the new logo,
voiced his concerns and lent his sup-
port for the traditional Cranford
Schools sports colors of blue and gold.
“I’m not feeling it. A, the colors, and

By JILL BURKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – An application for
an amended major site plan was car-
ried to next month after a nearly
three-hour discussion at the zoning
board of adjustment meeting Mon-
day night.

DB Walnut Avenue LLC requested
approval for their amended plan for
a mixed-use property at 109 Walnut
Avenue. About 25 people were in
attendance at the board meeting, as
well as 10 board members.

The applicant’s attorney, Jason R.
Tuvel, said the plan originally

showed residential units, as well as
one retail tenant on the ground floor.
An approximately 5,000-square-foot
restaurant was to occupy the retail
space. The amended plan calls for a
building with residential units and
the single large retail space now split
into three smaller retail spaces. One
retail tenant space of about 996 gross
square feet would be occupied by a
bubble tea cafe. A second retail ten-
ant would be a space of about 1,114
gross square feet and be occupied by
a wine-tasting establishment. A third
retail tenant would be in space of
about 2,887 gross square feet and
would be occupied by a new location
of the chain restaurant Ani Ramen.

One of the main topics of discus-
sion at the meeting was local resi-
dents’ concerns about there being
only one trash room that would be
used by all three retail tenants as
well as the residential tenants, and
whether it provided enough space
for all the inevitable waste. Mr. Tuvel

explained how the three retail ten-
ants would have access to the trash
room. Rather than having to enter
the trash room, the residential ten-
ants would dispose of their trash
from a chute above the room.

The other major topic of discus-
sion at the meeting involved con-
cerns from both board members and
local residents about the number of
parking spaces shown on the
amended plan. The amended plan, in
which the site would be occupied by
three businesses, allots the same
amount of parking spaces for the
property as the original plan, which
included just one business.

Joseph Steiger, the applicant’s traf-
fic engineer, explained that the park-
ing space requirement is based on
square footage and number of seats,
neither of which have changed from
the original plan; therefore, the park-
ing space requirement has not
changed. Mr. Steiger went on to de-
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NEW FIRE CHIEF...Anthony Tiller, his mom Naomi, and his children Brianna
and Anthony stand with him as Mr. Tiller was sworn in as Westfield fire chief by
Mayor Shelley Brindle during the official mayor and council meeting Tuesday.

Anthony Tiller Sworn In Publicly
As Westfield Fire Dept. Chief

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A crowd of sup-
porters filled the municipal cham-
bers Tuesday when Anthony Tiller
was sworn in as fire chief of the
Westfield Fire Department (WFD)
during a public ceremony. Chief
Tiller firstly thanked God, then
thanked Mayor Shelley Brindle and
the council, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea, WFD members, Westfield
Police Chief Christopher Battiloro,
and his family. He also remembered
in his words the deceased
firefighters of the WFD, calling
them “guardian angels.”

Chief Tiller joined the WFD as a
firefighter in 1997. He was named
acting fire chief in March 2019 when
Chief Dan Kelly retired. Chief Tiller
is the first African-American to hold
the position of fire chief in the WFD.

The council approved by resolu-
tion Chief Tiller ’s salary of
$149,500 a year, commencing July
1.

Following the ceremony, the
mayor and council passed two ordi-
nances. Fines and penalties have
been put in place for unlawful handi-
capped parking ($250); use of skate-
boards, roller skates or roller blade
skates prohibited in certain parking

areas — parking lots 2, 3, 3A, 9 —
and at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary ($100); unlawful permit park-
ing, and parking in snow removal
restricted areas ($150). An ordi-
nance regarding street paving was
passed requiring utilities to pave
roadways from curb to curb after
the utility has dug up the roadway
for utility work.

Westfield Police Department bike
patrols will be seen downtown on a
regular basis, Mayor Brindle said,
to combat speeding and promote
pedestrian safety.

The town is seeking donations
for a public arts project that would
create two murals rendered by artist
Ricardo Roig, Mayor Brindle said.
To date, the town has received a
$20,000 state grant, a $5,000 dona-
tion from James Ward, and a $5,000
donation from an anonymous do-
nor. The town is seeking a total of
$70,000 for both murals, Mayor
Brindle said, with the desire to have
at least one painted by the fall.

The kiosk at the train station will
have a facelift as early as 45 to 60
days after the town council voted to
approve the contract for $92,250 to
K&D Contractors, LLC, which was
the low bidder out of two bids re-
ceived, Mr. Gildea said.

The Splash Pad surface installed
at Memorial Pool cost an extra
$8,725 over the initial cost of
$78,726, in order to adjust condi-
tions encountered at the time of
installation, according to a govern-
ing body resolution.

Two liquor licenses were renewed
— one for Westfield Wine & Liquor
at 270 North Avenue East, and one
inactive license for Westfield Hos-
pitality, LLC, also known as
Westfield Fish and Brew, located at
the vacant building of 76-86 Elm
Street. Westfield Hospitality, LLC
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Board of Adjustment
OKs Seven Applications

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of ad-
justment heard eight out of 10 appli-
cations at Monday night’s meeting;
approving seven appeals. Applicant
Darren Mass, 944 Wyandotte Trail,
decided to withdraw his application
before a final decision was rendered.
Three other applications were moved
to next month’s board meeting.

Mr. Mass sought board approval,
before withdrawing his application,
to construct an in-ground pool, patio
and spa at his address. The Westfield
Land Use Ordinance allows a 7,200-
square-foot maximum improvement
coverage, while Mr. Mass’ applica-
tion sought 8,924 square feet in im-
provements. The applicant’s repre-
sentative, Robert Rosselli, said the
applicant would prefer to further dis-

cuss developing additional rain-run-
off drainage solutions and a tree pres-
ervation plan before returning before
the board.

Neighboring resident James Wisser
said the proposed improvements were
insensitive to neighboring properties
considering the neighborhood’s flood-
mitigation issues. Mr. Wisser stated
that he was “not opposed” to a neigh-
bor installing a pool or spa, but not
one which is significantly larger than
the allowed coverage.

Mr. Wisser said “more often than
not” applicants will build to what the
variance allows or in excess of what
township ordinances allow. The ap-
plicant asked to exceed the allowed
maximum improvement coverage by
more than 24 percent.

Resident Elisa Sananman said her

Correction
In regards to last week’s page 8

story under the headline “Nevada
Street Home Being Reviewed by
WHPC,” all quotes from the 10th
paragraph on should have been at-
tributed to Kelly Kessler, vice-chair
and member of the Steering Commit-
tee for the Master Plan reexamina-
tion. Also, a survey of residents’ input
on the town’s master plan is still open.
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Letter — Independent Voters
Speak, by Steve Barratt, Long Val-
ley.

Sports -- Cal Ripken 12U State

Tournament; Clark Bombers/
Westfield White 8U; Westfield Blue/
Clark Bombers 11U; Gas House
Gorillas/Darby Road Brainard.
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