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ONE DOLLAR

Politics Takes Back Seat to
Education on Westfield BOE
By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Politics takes a
back seat when it comes to providing
the best possible education for
Westfield students, according to the
town’s superintendent of schools.
“It has always been my experience
that the focus has been on the children,” Superintendent Margaret
Dolan, Ed.D., told the board of education this week.
“We don’t have time, in my view,
for politics, and I don’t know what
political party the board members I
have worked with over the years are
from because that’s not what we do.
We are focused on providing the best

programs, the best curriculum, the
best staff for our students,” she said.
Superintendent Dolan was speaking during a training session for board
members following this week’s meeting of the New Jersey School Boards
Association (NJSBA), which aims
to help school boards operate efficiently and ethically.
NJSBA representative Gwen
Thornton told the board, “Decisions
that are best for the students can look
dramatically different sometimes to
what is in the interests of governmental bodies.”
Ms. Thornton also warned of the
dangers of board members getting
involved in social media discussions

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader

REMEMBERING DR. KING…Clergy, school and political leaders including
Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-7th, Somerville), pictured, second from left in
front row, and Superintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., second from
left, second row, participate in Westfield’s 32nd annual Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. commemoration service Monday at the First Congregational Church in
Westfield. The service featured music by the Dr. King Interfaith Choir.

RVSA Suit Progresses,
Budget is Finalized
By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) January meeting was held last Thursday.
The board of commissioners heard
about minor developments in its suit
against New Jersey and approved a
revised budget for 2019. Excess flow
hearings with two member municipalities have been delayed due to
questions raised by one of the municipalities.
In the RVSA versus New Jersey
case, the state was required to submit
its response to the order to show
cause by January 15, and it did so.
RVSA is reviewing the response. The
authority’s suit is over a new law that
sets a cap of 2 percent annually on the
amount sewerage authorities can increase their bills to their member
towns regardless of how much sewerage is collected. RVSA’s reply due by
Friday, January 25.
An additional vote will be needed
by commissioners to approve the 2019
budget due to some changes. Final

approval is expected at next month’s
meeting. The budget revenue is
roughly $27.2 million, with appropriations of $27.5 million and capital
appropriations of $1.65 million,
RVSA officials said.
Hearings with Rahway and Clark
regarding sewerage flow rights
exceedances that had been scheduled
for January 10 were adjourned until
Thursday, March 21. Clark had sent a
letter taking issue with both flow
measurements and exceedances. A
response is being constructed by Dennis Estis, RVSA’s outside counsel;
Jim Meehan, executive director, and
John Buonocore, RVSA’s in-house
engineer. An issue also exists with
Springfield related to proper operation of meters measuring sewerage
flow.
Thursday’s meeting began with a
presentation, in closed session, from
Girish Mehta of Prestige Environmental related to Quala. The meeting
minutes indicated the closed session
would be related to attorney/client
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of Patty Kelly for The Westfield Leader

BouLOVEard...Love is in the air at this house on Boulevard in Westfield.

because it was a “no-win situation.”
Former board president Gretchan
Ohlig said the board had a practice
that members not reply on a social
media platform and that the board
president should be the only person
who replied to emails addressed to
the board.
“It is too easy to get sucked in on
Facebook,” she said.
Board member Brendan Galligan
added, “Westfield has a Facebook
group with around 13,000 members,
so things quickly get out of hand.”
Ms. Thornton said, “We have national evidence that you are not going to reel it back in. It just turns into
this contest of going back and forth
and back and forth. I understand that
you read things that are inaccurate or
untrue, but you are never going to
win that sort of contest.”
During a very short board meeting, members heard that work was
due to start soon on the renovation of
Kehler Stadium, and that the bleachers, the item with the longest lead
time, had already been ordered, with
an expected delivery date in April.
Work will start on the Rahway
Avenue side of the stadium, with
temporary fencing erected, and board
members were assured that the impact on nearby Lincoln School would
be minimal.
The builder had been asked to
produce details of costs that had
increased due to the delay in starting
the project caused by a legal case
brought against the board by a company which submitted an unsuccessful tender.
Westfield residents will be asked
about recreation in the town, with
two surveys due to come out in the
near future – one about the use of
parks and fields, the other regarding
the ice rink currently situated on
South Chestnut Avenue.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader

CIRCLE OF UNITY…The First Congregational Church of Westfield played host to Westfield’s 32nd Annual Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Interfaith Commemoration Service on Monday. Music, prayers and speeches united the attendees in
remembering Dr. King, who left the inspirational words, “I think I have discovered the highest good. It is love.”

Cranford Superintendent Answers
Questions About Reimagining Plans
By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Superintendent
of Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D., and
the Cranford Board of Education
(BOE) fielded questions, Tuesday
night, at Livingston Avenue School,
related to plans for installing fullday kindergarten in the Cranford district.
Several meetings have been held
to address concerns over an original
plan introduced to the district in
October,
referred
to
as
“Reimagining” Cranford Schools by
Mr. Rubin and the BOE.

Freeholders to Vote on
Summer Concerts Contracts
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board is expected to approve management and production
contracts tonight for its Summer Arts
Festival and Rhythm and Blues By
The Brook concerts, as well as other
entertainment events.
Ultra Artists of Morristown is set to
receive a $29,400 contract for parks
and recreation special events. This Is
It! Productions of Hoboken is set to
again receive contracts for the management and production of the Summer Arts Festival in July and August,
in the amount of $78,000, and for the
Rhythm and Blues concert to be held
Saturday, June 1, at Cedar Brook
Park in Plainfield, in the amount of
$134,100.
At Thursday’s agenda-setting meeting, Ron Zuber, parks and recreation
director, said last year the county had
the Summer Arts Festival and special
events covered under one contract
and that this year the combined costs
of both contract is going up $9,000.
He said last year’s This Is It! contract
was $63,000 for the Summer Arts
Festival, while the special events portion was $33,000.
In addition, an agreement is to be
entered into once again with the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra (NJSO)
for $35,000 to perform a concert on
Friday, June 21, at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside/Westfield. The contract
is the same amount as last year. Freeholder Angel Estrada asked if the
county has looked for a donor to
offset the cost of the NJSO concert.
“We’ve worked with New Jersey
Symphony the last couple of years in
trying to raise dollars for this,” Mr.
Zuber said, noting the concert has
been paid for out of an existing trust
fund the past three years, including
2019.

The board also will vote tonight to
allow the county to enter into an agreement with Fanwood for the installation of an illuminated pedestrian warning sign at the intersection of Midway
Avenue and Willow Avenue. Joseph
Graziano, director of engineering,
public works and facilities management, explained that towns like
Fanwood pay for all costs for the
installation of the illuminated signs,
which are solar powered, and the
county just approves the placement
of the sign.
He said a municipal traffic officer
determines if an intersection is unsafe
and a candidate for an illuminated
pedestrian sign.
Per a question on the Fiscal Year
2019 State Aid to Counties grant for
street paving in 2020, Mr. Graziano
said the $6,990,563 is the amount set
per a state formula. He said the funding will enable the county to pave
between 17 and 18 miles of county
roads.
The county will apply for a
$537,450 New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
Recycling Enhancement Grant, an
increase of $100,000 over last year,
Mr. Graziano said. The grant funds
recycling events and programs, advertising and education costs and programs, as well as a new recycling
display at the Trailside Nature and
Science Center.
The grant also pays for the Recycling Coach app that includes recycling schedules of all Union County
towns as well as towns around New
Jersey, Mr. Graziano said, noting that
residents can use it if they are vacationing in New Jersey and want to
know about local recycling information. He said Union County is the first
New Jersey county to have the app on
the websites of all of its 21 munici-

On December 17, nine other options that would make full-day kindergarten possible in the district were
presented to the public, based on a
study conducted by Ross Haber and
Associates.
Former Interim Superintendent of
Schools in Cranford, Marilyn
Birnbaum, Ed.D., spoke at the meeting in regards to the strengths and
weaknesses of the district, and although she made clear she was not
speaking “to advocate for any plan,”
she found Cranford to be “a district
of schools” instead of “a school district,” due to the current configuration of the schools.
Ms. Birnbaum suggested a comprehensive middle school would be
beneficial in many ways and much
would be gained by many of the
things offered through the various
plans.
She further commented that Cranford had parental support, a
“Mayberry” type of environment and
great leadership, and suggested that
making some of the changes offered
in the various plans would turn a “B”
district into an “A.”
Gina DiFabio, a full-day kindergarten teacher at Walnut Avenue
School, also spoke at the meeting
about “the gift of time” she has with
her full-day kindergarten students
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CHILDREN WIN AT ANNUAL MLK SERVICE…Contest winners of poetry,
essay and artwork were announced at Monday’s 32nd Annual Westfield Commemorative Service for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. First-, second- and third-place
winners of the contest were recognized by Margaret Dolan, superintendent of the
Westfield School District. The children were congratulated and are pictured with
Superintendent Dolan and Warren Ward, exalted ruler of Centennial Lodge No.
400, and Lisa Middleton, daughter of the ruler from Centennial Temple No. 246.
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Congratulations to the Top Producers for the Month of December!

and made evident many of the teachers support any plan that would allow all kindergarteners to enjoy the
same benefits.
Resident William Lapenta spoke
to the board specifically about the
Reimagining plan in regards to proposed construction of 905 apartments
at 750 Walnut Avenue and questioned
if the board would push back the
plans if plans for building were approved.
Mr. Rubin commented that the
board would consider “what is going
on around us,” and reaffirmed the
idea that the report by Ross Haber
and Associates did not factor in
changes building at 750 Walnut Avenue would bring about.
“If there is a decision on Walnut,”
it may change which plan residents
and parents feel is best for the district, Mr. Lapenta told the board.
Resident Eric Rubinson expressed
concern over legislation being passed
that would mandate full-day kindergarten if the current referendum,
which would allow for full-day kindergarten in the district, does not
pass, leaving the district in a type of
limbo.
Mr. Rubin assured Mr. Rubinson
that, while he was concerned about
the legislation, he wanted full-day
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING

WESTFIELD
REVALUATION
Planning Bd. OKs UCC to
Replace Cooling Unit
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The planning
board, in a 7-to-2 vote, recommended
approval of the application by Union
County College (UCC) to install a
cooling tower atop the roof of MacKay
Library. Board members Ann Dooley,
the township’s deputy mayor, and
Chris Chapman both voted against
the application. Board Vice-Chairwoman Bobbi Anderson recused herself from the hearing.
Also, at the reorganization meeting
held prior to the application, the board,
in a 7-to-1 vote, selected a new board
attorney. John Drill was selected to
serve the one-year term. Mr. Chapman
voted no, and Mayor Patrick Giblin
and Ms. Dooley abstained. Mark
Rothman, who was the board’s attorney in 2018, will stay on through the
Hartz Mountain hearings and litigation filed by SCODEE LLC against
the planning board in its application
to subdivide a residential property on
Park Drive.
Kathleen Murray will remain as
chairwoman; Ms. Anderson, vicechairwoman; Donna Pedde, secretary, and Lynda Feder, alternate secretary. Township Engineer William
Masol will remain as board engineer.
In the UCC application, the architect from NV5, James Brighton,
showed aerial photographs of three
residential properties across the street
from the site at UCC where the cooling tower would be located on the
roof. He also showed a survey rod
and a depiction of where the cooling
tower would occupy the roof. The
photo was taken at an elevation of six
feet above the curb of the property
across the street, representing the
sightline of a person standing at the
curb from their property. From that
point, the person will see seven feet
of height of the cooling tower screen,
which acts as an acoustic and visual
screen, that surrounds the proposed
cooling tower. The cooling tower

would be situated in the center of the
roof.
Nancy Apicella, a neighbor of UCC
who lives on Princeton Road, asked
the board to have UCC be responsive
to the neighbors during the construction process and have someone from
the township the neighbors could call.
She also requested the construction
staging area not be along Princeton
Road. She said in the past, construction projects have caused her car’s
tires to be blown by construction nails
left on the roadway, and her sprinkler
heads to be broken because trucks
drove up on her lawn.
She said she is “dismayed of the
courtesy approval.” She said the cooling tower is aesthetically “unappealing.”
“As a taxpayer and a homeowner,
we deserve some courtesy and consideration as well,” Ms. Apicella said.
The board also said that UCC
should keep start and stop times of
construction each day to be consistent with the township ordinance, and
replace any trees that may have to
come down for access to the roof.
Board member Peter Taylor said in
his motion to recommend the application that the existing cooling tower
“is out of its service life,” calling the
unit “necessary.”
Ms. Dooley said the “law doesn’t
support” the stance of UCC that coming to the board for every application
is as a “courtesy review.”
“We hope the county and the college recognizes that it should be coming to the zoning and planning office
and determine in advance if it is a
courtesy review or a regular application,” Ms. Dooley said. “I do think
the case law is pretty plain.”
At the planning board’s next meeting, on Wednesday, January 30, Hartz
Mountain, LLC will continue its rezoning application for 750 Walnut
Avenue, when its traffic engineer and
planner are expected to provide testimony.

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

It’s the ﬁrst time in more than three decades that Westﬁeld residents
will deal with the uncertainty of tax assessments. And there’s a pressing
question on the minds of many Westﬁeld homeowners... Will I be
overpaying my taxes when the Westﬁeld Revaluation Process is done?
You can ﬁnd valuable information and videos about the
revaluation and appeal processes at WestﬁeldRevaluation.com.

Indoor Basketball Facility
Proposed for Route 22

RVSA Lawsuit
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

privilege, but when the time came,
the reason for the closed session was
identified as safety reasons. Quala, a
tank cleaning, tank washing, testing,
and repair service, operates on a property adjacent to RVSA’s wastewater
treatment facility in Rahway and there
have been issues spoken about at prior
meetings related to access, groundwater monitoring wells and non-receipt of requested information.
A contract was awarded to Nichem
Company of Newark for media replacement in RVSA’s digester gas
cleaning system. The contract
amounts were $231,120 and
$203,720, with the higher amount
representing additional disposal costs
in case the media tests as hazardous.
The contract is for four replacements,
and the premium for hazardous is
$6,850 per occurrence.

A discussion was also held related
to an upcoming meeting with
Westfield. The discussion related to
food waste acceptance by RVSA.
Among topics touched on was a likely
result in reduced tipping fees, since
the food treatment reduces the amount
of material reaching the landfill and
costs of processing the food waste are
less than standard tipping fees on a
cost per ton basis. It is expected that
the food waste will come from large
mandated-separation facilities like
schools, hotels and restaurants.
Woodbridge has reappointed
Michael Gelin as its commissioner. The
appointment is for a five-year term.
The next regular meeting of RVSA’s
board will be held on Thursday,
February 21, at 7:05 p.m. This meeting
will also serve as the reorganization
meeting for the board.

Cranford ‘Reimagining’ Plan
For School District
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

kindergarten in Cranford due to the
multiple benefits it offered and made
evident that he felt the 10 plans proposed act as the contingency plan,
should the legislation come through.
Mr. Rubin suggested the district
should “take a breath,” not feel
rushed in making their decision due
to the legislation and continue to talk
through the issues at hand.
One resident, who labeled himself
a “professional grandfather” said he
opted for “plan 11,” which was to
leave things in the district exactly as
they are.
The next regularly scheduled
board meeting will be held on Monday, January 28.
Additional question and answer
meetings related to the Reimagining

plan will be held on Tuesday, February 5 at Orange Avenue School,
Thursday, February 7, at Hillside
Avenue School, and Tuesday, February 19, at Brookside Place School,
each starting at 7 p.m.
A survey will be sent out to every
household in Cranford to get feedback on what the residents of Cranford think about the various plans
once meetings have been completed.

WF BOE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board President Peggy Oster
thanked members Charles Ostroff
and Lynn Benner for their service to
the board after they recently announced their resignations. She said
both of them had brought “great
strengths and ideas and dedication”
to their roles.
The board is searching for two
Westfield residents who would be
appointed to fill the vacancies
through December 2019. Applicants
will be selected following an interview with the board in a closed,
executive session.
Anyone who is interested should
submit a résumé or letter of intent to
Board Secretary Dana Sullivan,
Westfield Public Schools, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090, by 4
p.m. on Thursday, January 31.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – John
McGuire, principal with the company
Hoops There It Is! Youth Basketball
and Educational Programs, last Thursday agreed with planning board officials to further review his application
for an indoor basketball facility on
Route 22 in Mountainside.
The applicant, 1235 Mountainside
Associates LLC/Peak Sports Academy, proposes to construct an indoor
sports and recreation facility at 1235
Route 22. The recreation facility
would include three to four basketball courts for basketball skill clinics,
basketball tournaments, basketball
summer camps, travel team competition and private training or practice,
Mr. McGuire told the board at
Thursday’s meeting.
Planning Board Chairman
Theodore
Zawislak
said
Mountainside Associates’ planning
review with planning board officials and professionals would allow
for a possible “variance reduction”
before the application is continued
at February’s planning board meeting.
“I want to create a really healthy
sports experience, an experience
about developing athletes (character
and athletic-technical skills) versus
purely winning,” said Mr. McGuire
in describing his vision for the facility.
Mr. McGuire said Hoops There It
Is! has rented gym space in various
towns throughout Union County,
collaborating with recreation directors and school officials. Mr.
McGuire said he began coaching
basketball in 1999 while running a
summer camp beginning with only
60 participants.
“Those who are less privileged will
have a place to play regardless of skill
or financial background,” said Mr.
McGuire,
describing
his
organization’s commitment to inclusiveness and character building.
The Mountainside P.A.L. basketball league will be guaranteed court
time, stated Mr. McGuire.
The applicant’s attorney, Jim Foerst,
and Mountainside’s consulting planner, John Chadwick, will review alternatives to reduce a parking variance request for parking. A total of
124 parking spaces is required, with
the applicant proposing 123 spaces.
Mr. Chadwick said the applicant’s
architect and planner, Edward M.
Weinstein, will discuss building positioning changes that could result in
the applicant no longer needing numerous variance requests.
Mr. Zawislak said the applicant’s

goal should be to consider the best
application possible with the least
variance requests needed, compared
to an application considering an easement for “neighboring properties’
concerns.”
Mr. Zawislak was discussing a
neighboring business, which utilizes
tractor trailers, when suggesting the
applicant review or consider “variance reduction alternatives” raised
by Mr. Chadwick.
Alternatives discussed included a
building reduction of 8 percent and
moving the building “forward on the
property,” although no exact alternative was agreed upon or specifically
favored.
The applicant will keep discussed
foliage and privacy implementations
benefiting Locust Avenue residents,
including squared off or closed off
fences.
Mr. Foerst said the applicant has
considered residents’ and planning
board officials’ concerns regarding
parking and traffic during basketball
tournaments.
“Staggered scheduling” will create
30-minute “scheduling gaps” for parents and children to exit (the parking
lot and facility) after each game, stated
Mr. McGuire. Staff will provide directions to parents on how to exit the
building efficiently, Mr. McGuire
said.
Adult recreation league participants will not be allowed to “hang
out in the parking lot” after league
participation, stated Mr. McGuire.
As opposed to “some leagues,” he
said his facility will not promote or
allow “beer leagues,” as one
Mountainside resident described
“adult league play.”

Freeholders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

palities.
In appointments for the new year,
Scott Jaffee will represent Westfield
as an alternate on the Union County
Air Traffic and Noise Advisory Board.
Former Fanwood councilman Jack
Molenaar will represent the borough
as a delegate on the Union County
Transportation Advisory Board. Also
serving on the panel will be David
Judd and Marvin Gersten of Westfield,
who will be delegates.
Another resolution to be on
tonight’s agenda will concur with New
Providence’s ordinance to decrease
the speed limit on Mountain Avenue
from 45 to 40 miles per hour from
Diamond Hill Road to Union Avenue
to the center of Glenside Road to
South Street.

WOMEN’S HEART HEALTH FAIR

Learn what you need to know about women and heart attacks

Join us for healthy snacks, healthy talk and information about heart disease,
the #1 killer of women. Wear your red proudly!

Saturday, February 2nd 6:30-9:30pm
at The JCC of Central NJ
1391 S. Martine Ave, Scotch Plains
Recognizing heart attack
symptoms in women
Blood pressure checks
Mini low-impact cardio class

Guest speakers
Tricky Tray Raffle
Vendors
Special appearance by Sparkee of the
Somerset Patriots

Free gift bag for each family including trial membership to the JCC gym!
Call 908-322-2242 for more info or directions.
Sponsor:

CPR & First Aid Instruction

Host:

Supporter:
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Fanwood Council Announces Aid
To Workers Affected by Shutdown
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Prompted by the
month-long federal shutdown, the
Borough of Fanwood, the Township of Scotch Plains and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Ministerium have
come together to help all local federal employees affected by the hardship.
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
announced at the regular council
meeting, held Tuesday evening, that
this program has been put in place
to give assistance to families of federal employees from the local community. She noted that assistance
was available and that gift cards to

all local stores and markets would
be distributed to those in need and
that confidential applications could
be found on the borough’s website,
fanwoodnj.org. She stated that applications can be handed in either at
Fanwood Borough Hall on Martine
Avenue or the clerk’s office at the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building
on Park Avenue.
In addition, the mayor stated that
community members could help by
donating gift cards to grocery stores
in addition to Target and Walmart.
It was stated that these donations
can be given to St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Church on Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

A TEAM EFFORT...Girls Scouts make sandwiches for local soup kitchens and
food pantries as part of Monday’s 10th annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
of Service program held at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA.

Rec. Commission Discusses
Fence, Revenue Numbers
By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — There was much
discussion about events planned for
this year at Tuesday night’s recreation commission meeting, during
which the commission also devoted
considerable attention to a review of
profits and losses related to the
borough’s 2018 recreation programs.
Recreation
Director
Bob
Budiansky spoke about the outfield
netting at La Grande Park. Mr.
Budiansky received a message from
Statewide Fencing stating that the
netting was fixed, but that was not the
case. Mr. Budiansky said he would
follow up on the repair.
He also mentioned the Forest Road
Park master plan. CME Associates
gave the commission a lengthy environmental impact report a few months
ago. Mr. Budiansky recently received
word from CME Associates that it is
in the process of finalizing its Sight
Investigation Scope with the mayor’s
office. The company will let the recreation commission know when the
soil sample is scheduled to be taken.
Mr. Budiansky said a postcard was

recently sent to Fanwood residents
about upcoming events for the year.
Among the planned events are an
Easter Egg Hunt, Party in the Park,
movie night series, Fanwood 5K and
Fun Run, Halloween Parade and Costume Contest, a holiday celebration
and tree lighting. A training wheel
toss may be added to the schedule.
In his director’s report, Mr.
Budiansky presented an itemized list
of 2018 programs and their revenue
as compared to 2017.
Mike Kelly, the commission’s treasurer, said, “In 2018, we made
$20,181 in building rentals.” The
Easter Egg Hunt made $81 more than
in 2017, while the Party in the Park
made $259 more in 2017 than 2018.
The summer park program made approximately $400 more than in 2017,
while the movies in the park made
$60 more than in 2017. The 5K race
made $2,023 more in 2017 than 2018,
while the borough’s travel camp made
$1,073 more than in 2017. The Halloween festivities made $14 more
than in 2017, while the holiday celebration made $123 more in 2017
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MAKING VALENTINES...Girls Scouts of Troop 40590 from Terrill Middle
School make valentines for local children’s hospitals at the Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day of Service at the Jewish Community Center (JCC) in Scotch Plains.

It also was announced that if a
local business would like to donate
services to these families, the business can contact Elaine at St.
Bartholomew Parish at (908) 3225192, extension no. 141.
In other business, it was announced that more than 200 community members were in attendance
at the 10th annual Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day of Service held at
various locations throughout the
community on Monday. The opening program was held at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA on
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains at
9:30 a.m. on January 21. Some of
the volunteer opportunities included
food-drive collections and sandwich
making for the homeless.
It was announced that there were
over 25 volunteer opportunities for
Fanwood and Scotch Plains residents. Multiple council members
were in attendance during the MLK
day of volunteering and governing
body members noted that it was especially “uplifting” to see so many
children volunteering.
It was revealed that the borough will
be “going red” during February in
honor of “Go Red for Women,” the
American Heart Association’s signature women’s initiative for women’s
heart health. Mayor Mahr noted that
women have a tendency to put everyone else’s needs in front of their own,
and that it is a good time for women to
take time to take care of themselves.
The next Fanwood Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 4, at 7 p.m., at Fanwood Borough Hall.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COMMUNITY IN SONG...The community choir is led by Cantor Matt Axelrod during Monday’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service opening program at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA.

Indoor Youth Basketball Facility
Proposed for Route 22 in Borough
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – John
McGuire, principal with the company
Hoops There It Is! Youth Basketball
and Educational Programs, last Thursday agreed with planning board officials to further review his application

Freeholders to Vote on
Summer Concerts Contracts
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board is expected to approve management and production
contracts tonight for its Summer Arts
Festival and Rhythm and Blues By
The Brook concerts, as well as other
entertainment events.
Ultra Artists of Morristown is set to
receive a $29,400 contract for parks
and recreation special events. This Is
It! Productions of Hoboken is set to
again receive contracts for the management and production of the Summer Arts Festival in July and August,
in the amount of $78,000, and for the
Rhythm and Blues concert to be held
Saturday, June 1, at Cedar Brook
Park in Plainfield, in the amount of
$134,100.
At Thursday’s agenda-setting meeting, Ron Zuber, parks and recreation
director, said last year the county had
the Summer Arts Festival and special
events covered under one contract
and that this year the combined costs
of both contract is going up $9,000.
He said last year’s This Is It! contract
was $63,000 for the Summer Arts
Festival, while the special events portion was $33,000.
In addition, an agreement is to be
entered into once again with the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra (NJSO)
for $35,000 to perform a concert on
Friday, June 21, at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside/Westfield. The contract
is the same amount as last year. Freeholder Angel Estrada asked if the
county has looked for a donor to
offset the cost of the NJSO concert.
“We’ve worked with New Jersey
Symphony the last couple of years in
trying to raise dollars for this,” Mr.
Zuber said, noting the concert has
been paid for out of an existing trust
fund the past three years, including
2019.
The board also will vote tonight to
allow the county to enter into an agreement with Fanwood for the installation of an illuminated pedestrian warning sign at the intersection of Midway
Avenue and Willow Avenue. Joseph

Graziano, director of engineering,
public works and facilities management, explained that towns like
Fanwood pay for all costs for the
installation of the illuminated signs,
which are solar powered, and the
county just approves the placement
of the sign.
He said a municipal traffic officer
determines if an intersection is unsafe
and a candidate for an illuminated
pedestrian sign.
Per a question on the Fiscal Year
2019 State Aid to Counties grant for
street paving in 2020, Mr. Graziano
said the $6,990,563 is the amount set
per a state formula. He said the funding will enable the county to pave
between 17 and 18 miles of county
roads.
The county will apply for a
$537,450 New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
Recycling Enhancement Grant, an
increase of $100,000 over last year,
Mr. Graziano said. The grant funds
recycling events and programs, advertising and education costs and programs, as well as a new recycling
display at the Trailside Nature and
Science Center.
The grant also pays for the Recycling Coach app that includes recycling schedules of all Union County
towns as well as towns around New
Jersey, Mr. Graziano said, noting that
residents can use it if they are vacationing in New Jersey and want to
know about local recycling information. He said Union County is the first
New Jersey county to have the app on
the websites of all of its 21 municipalities.
In appointments for the new year,
Scott Jaffee will represent Westfield
as an alternate on the Union County
Air Traffic and Noise Advisory Board.
Former Fanwood councilman Jack
Molenaar will represent the borough
as a delegate on the Union County
Transportation Advisory Board. Also
serving on the panel will be David
Judd and Marvin Gersten of Westfield,
who will be delegates.

for an indoor basketball facility on
Route 22 in Mountainside.
The applicant, 1235 Mountainside
Associates LLC/Peak Sports Academy, proposes to construct an indoor
sports and recreation facility at 1235
Route 22. The recreation facility
would include three to four basketball courts for basketball skill clinics,
basketball tournaments, basketball
summer camps, travel team competition and private training or practice,
Mr. McGuire told the board at
Thursday’s meeting.
Planning Board Chairman
Theodore
Zawislak
said
Mountainside Associates’ planning
review with planning board officials and professionals would allow
for a possible “variance reduction”
before the application is continued
at February’s planning board meeting.
“I want to create a really healthy
sports experience, an experience
about developing athletes (character
and athletic-technical skills) versus
purely winning,” said Mr. McGuire
in describing his vision for the facility.
Mr. McGuire said Hoops There It
Is! has rented gym space in various
towns throughout Union County,
collaborating with recreation directors and school officials. Mr.

Sharon
Steele

Sharon
Steele

Cathy
Splinter

Deborah
Citarella Team

Overall Production
908.518.5287

Sales Associate
908.518.5287

Listing Associate
908.233.5508

Top Team
908.233.6607

Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing
Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

LOVE FOR LITERACY...The Need 2 Read Literacy organization was represented at the volunteer fair as part of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day of Service held at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA on
Monday. The organization helps children of low-income families in the community learn to read through book drives, fundraisers, and help with school work.
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Congratulations to the Top Producers for the Month of December!

McGuire said he began coaching
basketball in 1999 while running a
summer camp beginning with only
60 participants.
“Those who are less privileged will
have a place to play regardless of skill
or financial background,” said Mr.
McGuire,
describing
his
organization’s commitment to inclusiveness and character building.
The Mountainside P.A.L. basketball league will be guaranteed court
time, stated Mr. McGuire.
The applicant’s attorney, Jim Foerst,
and Mountainside’s consulting planner, John Chadwick, will review alternatives to reduce a parking variance request for parking. A total of
124 parking spaces is required, with
the applicant proposing 123 spaces.
Mr. Chadwick said the applicant’s
architect and planner, Edward M.
Weinstein, will discuss building positioning changes that could result in
the applicant no longer needing numerous variance requests.
Mr. Zawislak said the applicant’s
goal should be to consider the best
application possible with the least
variance requests needed, compared
to an application considering an easement for “neighboring properties’
concerns.”
Mr. Zawislak was discussing a

Westﬁeld West
600 North Avenue West
Westﬁeld, NJ 07090
908.233.0065
ColdwellBankerHomes.com
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING

WESTFIELD
REVALUATION

It’s the ﬁrst time in more than three decades that Westﬁeld residents
will deal with the uncertainty of tax assessments. And there’s a pressing
question on the minds of many Westﬁeld homeowners... Will I be
overpaying my taxes when the Westﬁeld Revaluation Process is done?
You can ﬁnd valuable information and videos about the
revaluation and appeal processes at WestﬁeldRevaluation.com.

Politics Takes Back Seat to
Education on WF BOE

RVSA Suit Progresses,
Budget is Finalized
By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) January meeting was held last Thursday.
The board of commissioners heard
about minor developments in its suit
against New Jersey and approved a
revised budget for 2019. Excess flow
hearings with two member municipalities have been delayed due to
questions raised by one of the municipalities.
In the RVSA versus New Jersey
case, the state was required to submit its response to the order to show
cause by January 15, and it did so.
RVSA is reviewing the response. The
authority’s suit is over a new law that
sets a cap of 2 percent annually on
the amount sewerage authorities can
increase their bills to their member
towns regardless of how much sewerage is collected. RVSA’s reply due
by Friday, January 25.
An additional vote will be needed
by commissioners to approve the
2019 budget due to some changes.
Final approval is expected at next
month’s meeting. The budget revenue is roughly $27.2 million, with
appropriations of $27.5 million and
capital appropriations of $1.65 million, RVSA officials said.
Hearings with Rahway and Clark
regarding sewerage flow rights
exceedances that had been scheduled for January 10 were adjourned
until Thursday, March 21. Clark had
sent a letter taking issue with both
flow measurements and exceedances.
A response is being constructed by
Dennis Estis, RVSA’s outside counsel; Jim Meehan, executive director,
and John Buonocore, RVSA’s inhouse engineer. An issue also exists
with Springfield related to proper
operation of meters measuring sewerage flow.
Thursday’s meeting began with a
presentation, in closed session, from

Girish Mehta of Prestige Environmental related to Quala. The meeting minutes indicated the closed session would be related to attorney/
client privilege, but when the time
came, the reason for the closed session was identified as safety reasons. Quala, a tank cleaning, tank
washing, testing, and repair service,
operates on a property adjacent to
RVSA’s wastewater treatment facility in Rahway and there have been
issues spoken about at prior meetings related to access, groundwater
monitoring wells and non-receipt of
requested information.
A contract was awarded to Nichem
Company of Newark for media replacement in RVSA’s digester gas
cleaning system. The contract
amounts were $231,120 and
$203,720, with the higher amount
representing additional disposal
costs in case the media tests as hazardous. The contract is for four replacements, and the premium for
hazardous is $6,850 per occurrence.
A discussion was also held related
to an upcoming meeting with
Westfield. The discussion related to
food waste acceptance by RVSA.
Among topics touched on was a likely
result in reduced tipping fees, since
the food treatment reduces the
amount of material reaching the landfill and costs of processing the food
waste are less than standard tipping
fees on a cost per ton basis. It is
expected that the food waste will
come from large mandated-separation facilities like schools, hotels
and restaurants.
Woodbridge has reappointed
Michael Gelin as its commissioner.
The appointment is for a five-year
term.
The next regular meeting of
RVSA’s board will be held on Thursday, February 21, at 7:05 p.m. This
meeting will also serve as the reorganization meeting for the board.

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

DAY OF SERVICE...Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith, fourth from left, State
Senator Nicholas Scutari, fifth from left, and Freeholder Vice-Chairman Alexander
Mirabella visit the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA for Monday’s Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day of Service.

Indoor Basketball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

neighboring business, which utilizes
tractor trailers, when suggesting the
applicant review or consider “variance reduction alternatives” raised
by Mr. Chadwick.
Alternatives discussed included a
building reduction of 8 percent and
moving the building “forward on the
property,” although no exact alternative was agreed upon or specifically
favored.
The applicant will keep discussed
foliage and privacy implementations
benefiting Locust Avenue residents,
including squared off or closed off
fences.
Mr. Foerst said the applicant has
considered residents’ and planning
board officials’ concerns regarding
parking and traffic during basketball
tournaments.
“Staggered scheduling” will create
30-minute “scheduling gaps” for parents and children to exit (the parking
lot and facility) after each game, stated
Mr. McGuire. Staff will provide directions to parents on how to exit the

building efficiently, Mr. McGuire
said.
Adult recreation league participants will not be allowed to “hang
out in the parking lot” after league
participation, stated Mr. McGuire.
As opposed to “some leagues,” he
said his facility will not promote or
allow “beer leagues,” as one
Mountainside resident described
“adult league play.”

Fanwood
Recreation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

than 2018. The senior programs made
a profit of $1,994.74 last year.
Recreation commission member
Joanna Budries said that next month’s
meeting may be her last one due to an
upcoming move.
The commission’s next meeting is
set for Tuesday, February 26, at the
La Grande Park building. The meeting begins at 7:45 p.m.

WESTFIELD — Politics takes a back
seat when it comes to providing the best
possible education for Westfield students, according to the town’s superintendent of schools.
“It has always been my experience
that the focus has been on the children,”
Superintendent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.,
told the board of education this week.
“We don’t have time, in my view, for
politics, and I don’t know what political
party the board members I have worked
with over the years are from because
that’s not what we do. We are focused
on providing the best programs, the
best curriculum, the best staff for our
students,” she said.
Superintendent Dolan was speaking during a training session for board
members following this week’s meeting of the New Jersey School Boards
Association (NJSBA), which aims to
help school boards operate efficiently
and ethically.
NJSBA representative Gwen
Thornton told the board, “Decisions that
are best for the students can look dramatically different sometimes to what is
in the interests of governmental bodies.”
Ms. Thornton also warned of the
dangers of board members getting involved in social media discussions because it was a “no-win situation.”
Former board president Gretchan
Ohlig said the board had a practice that
members not reply on a social media
platform and that the board president
should be the only person who replied
to emails addressed to the board.
“It is too easy to get sucked in on
Facebook,” she said.
Board member Brendan Galligan
added, “Westfield has a Facebook group
with around 13,000 members, so things
quickly get out of hand.”
Ms. Thornton said, “We have national evidence that you are not going to

reel it back in. It just turns into this
contest of going back and forth and
back and forth. I understand that you
read things that are inaccurate or untrue, but you are never going to win that
sort of contest.”
During a very short board meeting,
members heard that work was due to
start soon on the renovation of Kehler
Stadium, and that the bleachers, the
item with the longest lead time, had
already been ordered, with an expected
delivery date in April.
Work will start on the RahwayAvenue
side of the stadium, with temporary fencing erected, and board members were
assured that the impact on nearby Lincoln School would be minimal.
The builder had been asked to produce details of costs that had increased
due to the delay in starting the project
caused by a legal case brought against
the board by a company which submitted an unsuccessful tender.
Westfield residents will be asked about
recreation in the town, with two surveys
due to come out in the near future – one
about the use of parks and fields, the
other regarding the ice rink currently
situated on South Chestnut Avenue.
Board President Peggy Oster thanked
members Charles Ostroff and Lynn
Benner for their service to the board
after they recently announced their resignations. She said both of them had
brought “great strengths and ideas and
dedication” to their roles.
The board is searching for two
Westfield residents who would be appointed to fill the vacancies through
December 2019. Applicants will be
selected following an interview with
the board in a closed, executive session.
Anyone who is interested should submit a résumé or letter of intent to Board
Secretary Dana Sullivan, Westfield
Public Schools, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090, by 4 p.m. on
Thursday, January 31.

Freeholders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Another resolution to be on
tonight’s agenda will concur with New
Providence’s ordinance to decrease
the speed limit on Mountain Avenue
from 45 to 40 miles per hour from
Diamond Hill Road to Union Avenue
to the center of Glenside Road to
South Street.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CONNECTING COMMUNITY...A Community Quilt project for kids was one
project at the volunteer fair held during the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of
Service activities at Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA held on Monday, January 21.

WOMEN’S HEART HEALTH FAIR

Learn what you need to know about women and heart attacks

Join us for healthy snacks, healthy talk and information about heart disease,
the #1 killer of women. Wear your red proudly!

Saturday, February 2nd 6:30-9:30pm
at The JCC of Central NJ
1391 S. Martine Ave, Scotch Plains
Recognizing heart attack
symptoms in women
Blood pressure checks
Mini low-impact cardio class

Guest speakers
Tricky Tray Raffle
Vendors
Special appearance by Sparkee of the
Somerset Patriots

Free gift bag for each family including trial membership to the JCC gym!
Call 908-322-2242 for more info or directions.
Sponsor:

CPR & First Aid Instruction

Host:

Supporter:
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Borough Appointments,
Mun. Alliance Plan Told
By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough
council, Tuesday night, unanimously
voted to appoint Councilman Robert
W. Messler and Borough Engineer
Michael Disko as Mountainside’s representatives to the Union County
Transportation Advisory Board. The
board is responsible for reviewing
and disseminating information and
making recommendations to the state
transportation board on transportation improvement programs and issues such as safe routes to school and
bicycle use.
The council also reappointed John
Tomaine as the borough’s representative to the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority. He has served on the authority since February 2014.
Additionally, the governing body
agreed to submit a strategic plan to
maximize the amount of funds received from the Municipal Alliance
Grant program, which is administered by the Governor’s Council on
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse. The
mission of the Municipal Alliance is
to be a “mechanism for implementing policies to reduce alcoholism
and drug abuse and support appropriate county and municipal-based
alcohol and drug abuse education
and public awareness activities.”
Mountainside has been awarded a
grant of $15,743 for the fiscal year
which begins July 1.
The council passed resolutions to
share the costs of the Fourth of July
fireworks display with the
Mountainside Volunteer Fire Company and the Mountainside PAL and
to reappoint Christine Amalfe of the
Gibbons law firm to continue to defend the borough in the employment
lawsuit filed by current and former
members of the Mountainside Police
Department. The services which the
Gibbons firm is providing are not to
exceed $275,000 over the course of
the contract.
The council conducted a first reading of a proposed resolution to raise
the pool membership fees for the 2019
pool season by 2 percent and will
increase the daily guest pass fee by $1
for children and $2 for adults. The
pool complex includes a 50-meter
Olympic pool, a diving tank and water slides, and offers a variety of membership plans including senior citizen
and nanny memberships. The cost of
a family membership for
Mountainside residents for the 2019
season will be $341, and the fee for a
non-resident family membership will

be $633.
During the public comment portion of the meeting, Liz Truman
raised concerns regarding flooding
behind the borough library in the
vicinity of the overpass to Route 22,
which was the subject of a recent
thread on the “Mountainside Matters” Facebook page. Mayor Paul
Mirabelli provided a detailed response regarding the investigation
conducted by the borough engineer
which he said determined the flooding was caused by a storm-water
sewer backup linked to a guardrail
damaged by a state Department of
Transportation contractor and accumulated silt and debris.
The mayor advised that the sewer
had been repaired and shared photos
documenting the situation with Ms.
Truman.
Ms. Truman also asked why the
borough mailed new hang tags to
residents with parking permits each
quarter, expressing concerns over the
cost and environmental impact. James
Debbie, the borough administrator,
explained that the tag colors changed
each quarter, which allows the police
to quickly scan the lot to ensure all
cars were legally entitled to be there,
but he promised to look into the issue
further.
Tuesday’s public meeting began
with the issuing of a resolution of
commendation in honor of the Governor Livingston High School Marching Band. The resolution noted that
the Highlander Band, which is under
the direction of Nicholas O’Sullivan,
recently competed at the Atlantic
Coast Championship, where the band
received a score of 95.65 percent,
won the gold medal, and received
special caption awards for Best Brass
and Best Drum Major. As a result, the
Highlander Band was on the top of
the charts in all group sizes in the
Tournament of Band Circuit, which
earned the band the title of New Jersey State Champion in Group II.
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Union County Homicides
Drop to 50-Year Low

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Bramnick: Taxpayers Left Out
In Murphy’s State of The State
During the Republican Response
to Governor Phil Murphy’s first State
of the State message, Assembly Republican Leader Jon Bramnick (R21st, Westfield) explained that Gov.
Murphy has a big heart, but he ignores New Jersey’s fiscal realities.
Mr. Bramnick said New Jersey is
unaffordable and twice as many
people are leaving than staying.
NJEA Applauds Gov. Murphy’s
First State of State Address
The New Jersey Education Association (NJEA) said Governor Phil
Murphy’s first official State of the
State address highlighted his
administration’s challenges, achievements, and priorities.
“After just one year in office, it is
remarkable the advances Gov.
Murphy has already made in restoring a sense of confidence and fairness
to state government,” NJEA President Marie Blistan said. “This was
the vision that NJEA members were
proud to get behind early in his campaign, and the fruits of those efforts
are being realized thanks to increased
investment in pre-K through higher
education. His first state budget
worked to keep our children as the
priority, and we see that the governor
intends to continue on as he has begun, which could not be better news
for New Jersey’s children.”
Bucco: Cost of Living, Taxes Are
Biggest Problem for Middle Class
Assemblyman Anthony M. Bucco
(R-25, Randolph), the Republican conference leader, released the following
statement in response to Gov. Phil
Murphy’s state of the state message:
“The number one problem for the
working poor and middle class in New
Jersey is the cost of living and property
taxes. Nothing we heard today addresses these critical issues. Instead,
one year and 169 new laws later the
problems are getting worse. If Governor Murphy believes New Jersey is
stronger and fairer than it was one year
ago he is fooling himself.”
NJCPA Supports Some of
Murphy’s Initiatives
The New Jersey Society of Certified Public Accountants (NJCPA) said
it supports much of what Governor
Phil Murphy said in his State of The
state address last week.
“We are closely following Governor Murphy’s efforts to legalize adultuse marijuana. While the NJCPA

comfort
when it’s needed most.
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hasn’t taken an official position, if the
state legalizes the possession and
personal use of marijuana, it will certainly become a major industry. More
than 48 percent of the 1,058 CPAs
who were polled earlier this month by
the NJCPA believe that legalizing
marijuana in New Jersey will help the
state’s economy. An efficient regulatory and tax structure is essential if
this industry is to prosper.
“On the issue of the minimum wage
hike, the NJCPA parts ways with Governor Murphy’s proposals. Governor
Murphy suggests that a $15 minimum
wage is needed in the state, but the
NJCPA and its members see more of a
gradual shift to a $15 minimum wage
as being more beneficial to New
Jersey’s economy. In a December survey, more than 55 percent of the 1,204
NJCPA members surveyed supported
raising the minimum wage, but if it
were raised to $15 an hour — even
over a period of years — 63 percent of
those surveyed said it would hurt the
state’s economy, explaining it will have
an inflationary impact causing ripple
effects that will hurt consumers.”
The NJCPA says hikes in business
taxes, like the corporation business tax
hike passed last June, “only serve to
dampen economic growth and lead to
job losses. But we commend Governor
Murphy’s commitment to work with
the state’s federal delegation to reinstate the State and Local Tax (SALT)
deduction” on federal income taxes.
Cryan, Sweeney Want to Aid
Federal Shutdown Workers
Federal workers in New Jersey
whose lives have been upended by the
federal government shutdown would
be provided some financial relief under two bills introduced by Senator
Joe Cryan (D-20th, Union) and Senate
President Steve Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester). The bills would allow for
a special grace period on property tax
payments for workers affected by the
federal shutdown and allow for zerointerest pension loans, which would
help homeowners whose property tax
payments are made by their banks.
The grace period would be similar to
what is allowed for natural disasters.
There are more than 20,000 employees working at federal agencies
in New Jersey and more than 5,000 of
them are employed by an agency without an appropriation, according to a
press release from the lawmakers.
The bills, S-3346 and S-3347, introduced on January 15, would allow taxpayers affected by the shutdown to
have additional time to make payment
on installments of municipal property
taxes. It would give them until the next
quarterly property tax due date to make
payment on any unpaid balance without accruing interest. A companion bill
would allow employees impacted by
the shutdown to get zero-interest loans
against their pensions to manage their
expenses, including their property taxes.

COUNTY — The number of homicides recorded in Union County in
2018 plunged to single digits for the
first time in nearly 50 years, acting
Union County Prosecutor Michael A.
Monahan announced Friday.
A total of nine homicides occurred
in the county last year, the lowest
figure since eight were recorded in
1970, according to internal statistics
and a review of archived Uniform
Crime Reports performed with the
assistance of the New Jersey State
Police.
“This is an extraordinary thing,
and certainly welcome news,” acting Union County Prosecutor
Michael A. Monahan said. “And
while it is impossible to explain it
with certainty, a share of credit must
go to the deterrent effect created by
cooperation received from concerned community members, as well
as to the efforts of our local police
departments, which have tirelessly
worked in tandem with our investigative units and federal and state law
enforcement partners during recent
years to target violent criminals. The
fact that so many of those individuals are off the streets, in some cases
for life, no doubt contributed to the
historic low in homicides we experienced in 2018. We are working diligently with our law enforcement
partners to continue this trend.”
Nonfatal shootings also fell in
Union County last year, with 34 being
recorded, compared with 47 in 2017
and 49 in 2016, marking a decline of
approximately 30 percent.
Five of Union County’s 2018 homicides occurred in Plainfield, with
three in Elizabeth and one in Linden.
Eighteen of 21 municipalities did not
record a homicide.
Six of the nine 2018 homicides
have been solved, with a total of 14
defendants charged, thanks to the efforts of the Union County Homicide

Task Force, which works with local
police, the Union County Police Department, and the Union County
Sheriff’s Office in investigating such
crimes. The Task Force solved 80 of
the 105 homicides that took place in
the five years prior to that, with its 76
percent clearance rate well above a
statewide average that has hovered
around 50 percent during that same
time.
The three open 2018 homicides
remain under active investigation by
the Task Force and its partner agencies:
At approximately 1 a.m. on Sunday, June 24, 2018, Shavonne Young,
25, of Scotch Plains and Michael
Welsh, 34, of Plainfield were shot by
an unknown gunman as they sat in a
vehicle near the area of New and
West Fifth streets in Plainfield. Welsh
died later that morning, while Young
was pronounced dead several days
later. Anyone with information about
this shooting is urged to contact Task
Force Sergeant Johnny Ho at (908)
403-8271 or Detective William Guy
at (908) 347-2212.
At approximately 7:30 p.m. on
Sunday, November 11, 2018, Benjamin Nord, 45, of Plainfield was
shot by an unknown gunman as he
stood on a sidewalk on the 400 block
of Liberty Street in Plainfield. Nord
was pronounced dead at a local hospital about an hour later. Anyone with
information about this shooting is
being urged to contact Task Force
Sergeant Danika Ramos at (908) 4517739 or Detective Andrew Medeiros
at (908) 337-0832.
The Union County Crime Stoppers
also are continuing to offer a reward
of up to $10,000 for information leading to an arrest and indictment in
either of these cases; tips can be given
anonymously by phone at (908) 654TIPS (8477) or online at
www.uctip.org.

‘ASK’ Senior Services
Events In Union County
COUNTY — Union County residents seeking information about services available for senior adults age
60 and older will have a choice of six
dates and locations in February to
speak with staff from the county’s
Department of Human Services, Division on Aging. Staff will be present
at public libraries in Westfield; Clark;
Garwood; Elizabeth; Union; and at
the Senior Center in Rahway with
Spanish speaking staff at this site.
Staff from the Union County Division on Aging and Disability Resource
Connection/ADRC have been traveling throughout Union County providing information about services
such as home-delivered meals; respite care; home care; adult day care;
and, support services for caregivers
through the Aging Services Kiosk or
ASK community outreach effort. As-

sistance with completing applications
and forms is also provided.
The February dates and locations
are: Monday, February 4, Westfield
Memorial Library, 550 East Broad
Street, 10 a.m. to noon; Thursday,
February 7, Rahway Senior Center
(Bilingual staff will be available at this
site), 1306 Esterbrook Avenue, 10 a.m.
to noon, Monday, February 11; Clark
Public Library, 303 Westfield Avenue,
10 a.m. to noon; Thursday, February
21, Garwood Public Library, 411 Third
Avenue, 10 to noon.
All Union County residents are welcome to attend any of theseASK events.
For further information call 1-888280-8226, or (908) 527-4870 or 4858.
Spanish speakers may call (908) 5274863. Information may be viewed on
the Union County government website
at www.ucnj.org.

ACCIDENTS &
PERSONAL
INJURY LAW
CALL
JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

Fellowship Garden State Hospice provides care to meet the
spiritual, physical, social and emotional needs of terminally ill
individuals and their families. We focus on maintaining
personal dignity, with comfort and care to reduce pain and
assist your loved one in living as fully as possible. Let us
develop a customized care plan to meet your needs.

Explore our new website!

FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

8000 Fellowship Road | Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

877-708-1121

908-322-7000
Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.
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Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.
Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.
Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.
Gavin Handwerker, Esq.

Brian J. Trembley, Esq.
Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.
Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.
Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.
Stephen A. Satkin, Esq.
Wade Suthard, Esq.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com
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GWACC Corner

Malinowski Opens Temp.
Office In Somerville

Everything You Wanted to
Know About GWACC
By Victoria Shestack Aronoff

You’ve walked by the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)street-level office
in Westfield. You’ve attended the
FestiFall and Garwood Rocks. You
shop at its member businesses. But
did you know that GWACC has 450
members across five towns? Or that it
is sponsoring a “magical” trip to Iceland in November? Or that it was
created 70 years ago? Did you know
that GWACC’s mission is the same as
what was stated in its original charter
from April 27, 1948?
“The aim and purpose of this organization are to create greater opportunities for business within the town,
to cooperate in every way to further
the interests of legitimate business,
and to assist in making Westfield a
better place in which to live.”
Of course, now GWACC is not just
improving Westfield, but also Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Garwood and
Mountainside.This is also the main difference between GWACC and the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), something people often ask
about the two entities. The DWC is the
management entity of the Westfield
Special Improvement District, one particular section of downtown. It began as
Main Street Westfield in 1993 and originally shared office space with GWACC.
While both groups work closely together and share a vision for the Town
of Westfield, DWC receives its income
from the town, while GWACC is a
volunteer membership organization. In
Westfield, the DWC oversees the Christmas tree lighting, Dine Out Westfield,
the Art Walk and variety of other downtown activities, while GWACC leads
Spring Fling, FestiFall and the Farmers
Market, along with many other events
across its five towns.
So, what are these other events
GWACC holds to promote business
opportunities, economic development
and community growth? Well, there
are Monthly Breakfast and After
Hours Networking Meetings, Bimonthly New Member Receptions,
and annual Legislative Luncheons, as
well as a Health and Wellness Expo,
Professional Women’s Luncheon,
Small Business Expo, Nonprofit
Committee events, Annual Holiday
Party, Young Professionals Alliance,
and a huge Multi-Chamber get together. GWACC is currently in the
beginnings of a new venture supporting the Home-Based Business.
As if that wasn’t enough, there is,
of course, beside Spring Fling and

FestiFall in Westfield, Garwood Rocks
on Center Street in Garwood, the Summer FanJam in LaGrande Park in
Fanwood and the Fanwood Ladies
Night Out, the Scotch Plains 0.5K
Mayor’s Charity Race (yes, only 0.5K!),
and the Westfield Farmers Market.And
that November trip to Iceland to see the
magical northern lights.
Why all this? Carrying out the original charter, to be sure. But also, the
area has changed a lot since GWACCS
founding — there are only two of the
original businesses remaining, the
Rialto Theater and Baron’s Drug
store. Local businesses and organizations are facing a more challenging
environment. GWACC strives to help
them thrive, to discover new opportunities, expand their network, and forge
supportive relationships.
Did we mention that GWACC also
has a nonprofit foundation that gives
out scholarships to high school students? Over $11,000 worth over the
past three years, funded by donations
and an annual charity golf outing.
This is all done with a staff of three,
an 18-member volunteer board of
directors, and various hard-working
committees. GWACC is always looking for new members. Join us — as a
member, a customer of these members, or just have fun at the events.
Drop by our office at 212 Lenox
Ave. in Westfield, call (908) 2333021 or visit gwaccnj.com to see upcoming events and learn how to become involved!
Victoria Aronoff is a volunteer with
GWACC.

Van Drew Named to
Agriculture Committee
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congressman Jeff Van Drew (2nd, Cape May)
has been appointed to the Committee
on Agriculture, which has jurisdiction
ranging from rural development and
crop insurance to conservation and
agricultural research and development.
According to a press release from the
Congressman, the 2nd Congressional
District in South Jersey is heavily dependent on agriculture, especially on crops
such as blueberries, cranberries, tomatoes, corn, and lettuce. Agriculture is
New Jersey’s third largest industry,
bringing in billions of dollars in revenue and thousands of jobs. Retaining productive, taxpaying farmland
is critically important to all New
Jersey residents since agriculture is
the largest source of the scenic vistas
we all enjoy throughout the year.
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FRESHMAN CONGRESSMAN...Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-7th,
Somerville) was sworn for his first term on January 3 by House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.) as his wife and family looked on.

Malinowski Appointed
To Foreign Affairs Com.
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congressman Tom Malinowski (R-7th,
Somerville) has been appointed to
the House Foreign Affairs Committee as well as the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.
“As a former assistant secretary of
state, senior director on the National
Security Council, and Washington director for Human Rights Watch, I hope
to bring unique experience and knowledge to the ForeignAffairs Committee,”
Mr. Malinowski said in a statement.
“My priorities include: ensuring that
the United States stands by our allies
and alliances around the world,
recalibrating our relationship with
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States, examining the administration’s North
Korea policy, ensuring effective implementation of Russia sanctions, using
the Global Magnitsky Act and other
tools to hold human rights violators
accountable and to fight corruption,
and using the voice of the committee
and the House more frequently to communicate to the world the values that
the administration is abdicating.
“The House Foreign Affairs
Committee can and should become
the principal institution in Washington exercising foreign policy
oversight and serving as an alternative voice for America to the
world. I hope to make a significant
contribution in that effort,” the
Congressman said.
In terms of the importance of the
infrastructure committee to New
Jersey’s 7th District, he said “there is
no more urgent economic and quality
of life imperative than to complete
the Gateway Tunnel Project, arguably the most important infrastructure project in America.”
He said looks forward to ensuring

that the Trump Administration “implements phase one — replacing New
Jersey’s Portal Bridge, the main source
of rail delays on the Northeast Corridor
— and to secure long-term funding for
the Gateway Hudson River Tunnel.”
“It is my pledge that a Democratic
House will be friendlier to New
Jersey and that revitalizing New
Jersey’s infrastructure is among my
highest priorities,” the Congressman said.
The 7th District includes Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside, Westfield,
and a small section of Scotch Plains.

SOMERVILLE – Congressman
Tom Malinowski (D-7th, Somerville)
has announced the opening of his
District Office in Somerville. The
temporary space is up and running at
58 East Main Street, Somerville, to
handle constituent needs. The temporary office is open from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Monday to Friday.
The Flagship District Office will
be located at 75-77 North Bridge
Street, Somerville. The facility is currently undergoing construction which
includes the addition of ADA enhancements. Construction is scheduled to be completed in the coming
months with a grand opening celebration to be announced shortly after.
Centrally located in the 7th District, the space includes on-site parking for constituent use while visiting
the office, easy access to Routes 22,
287, 78 and 202 and 206, and is
walking distance from the Somerville
Train Station.
Satellite office hours are being regularly scheduled to bring services to all
areas of the 7th district. The first
satellite office hours with district staff
will be offered in Phillipsburg, on
Wednesday, January 23 from 1 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m. at the Phillipsburg Municipal Building, 120 Filmore Street,
2nd floor. Additional dates and locations will be announced on the Congressional
website

(Malinowski.House.Gov) and
through social media (Congressman
Tom Malinowski on Facebook and
@RepMalinowski on Twitter)
The District Office phone number
is (908) 547-3307 is now operational.
The 7th District includes
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside,
Westfield, and a small section of
Scotch Plains.

House Dems Ask Trump
To End of Shutdown
METUCHEN — Congressman
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th, Long
Branch), Congresswoman Bonnie
Watson Coleman (D-12th, Trenton),
Metuchen Mayor Jonathan Busch,
New Jersey Department of Human
Services Commissioner Carole
Johnson, federal employees and public officials have called on President
Donald Trump and Congressional Republicans to end the shutdown of
much of the federal government.
Mr. Pallone and House Democrats “have voted to reopen the government numerous times, but the
government remains closed over
Trump’s insistence on a wasteful
and unnecessary border wall. Furloughed federal workers also shared
their stories at the event,” according to a media release from the
Congressman Pallone.

Courtesy Jim Lowney/County of Union

ST. PAT’S PARADE FUNDRAISER...The Union Couny Freeholders presented a check to the 2019 Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade Committe during the parade committee’s Celebrity Bartenders fundraiser at the Kenilworth Veterans
Center. Pictured, from left right, are: Freeholders Rebecca Williams, Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded, Andrea Staten, Sergio
Granados, and Christopher Hudak, Freeholder Vice-Chairman Alexander Mirabella and Chairman Bette Jane Kowalski,
Parade Grand Marshal Sister Percylee Hart, Parade Committee General Chairwoman Jessica Cunningham and Parade
Adjutant Kerry Ricci, County Sheriff Peter Corvelli and County Surrogate James S. LaCorte. The 2019 Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade steps off at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 16 on Morris Avenue in Union. For more information please
visit www.unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.
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What Would Happen If Taxpayers
Didn’t Pay Their Property Taxes?
Westfielders are waiting anxiously to find out
exactly how much their assessment is going up and
what their new tax bill will be. Meanwhile, federal
workers are into the fourth week of the shutdown,
during which some 800,000 have not been paid
nationwide. Some 20,000 workers are employed at
federal agencies here in New Jersey, of which 5,000
have been furloughed.
We all know taxes always go up, so even if a third
of Westfield property owners’ assessments go down,
it won’t take long for those taxes to go right back to
their previous levels or higher while others see their
assessments increase, causing significant tax hikes.
While all this is going on, Governor Phil Murphy
is looking at increasing taxes even more than the
$1.5 billion he did in his first year in office. Senate
Republican Leader Tom Kean, Jr. and Assembly
GOP Leader Jon Bramnick, both of Westfield, say
the state does not have the funds to address New
Jersey’s financial problems and that higher taxes
will not lift the state out of its poor economic
condition.
Meanwhile, the New Jersey Education Association (NJEA) held a “walk-in” at the Statehouse last
Thursday as they fight to try and get “relief” for
teachers’ pension and healthcare costs per the 2011
benefits reform law. The NJEA says that law “imposed harsh health care premium sharing requirements on public employees along with increased
pension contributions.” If state lawmakers back-

track on benefits reform, who will pay the increased
costs to reduce teachers’ healthcare premiums and
pension obligations? New Jersey taxpayers, who do
not have the state’s most powerful union lobbying
for them, that’s who.
Many in New Jersey cannot afford the high taxes
and are moving out in droves. But we never hear the
majority party address those statistics.
In terms of the federal shutdown, Senate President
Steve Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) and Senator Joe
Cryan (D-20th, Union) are sponsoring legislation to
allow federal workers not receiving paychecks currently due to the state shutdown to be allowed to
postpone paying their quarterly property taxes (due
February 1) until the next quarter on May 1, after the
shutdown will have presumably ended. But what
about everyone else who faces constant tax hikes as
a result of school, county and municipal tax increases?
Some people have called on New Jerseyans not to
pay their property taxes and bring state government
to a shutdown like the federal government. What
would happen if 10 percent or more did that? Yes,
government would take action with interest on late
taxes, liens, etc. Municipal governments have a
reserve for uncollected taxes, usually around 2 percent in towns like Westfield. But if this went statewide, what would Trenton do?
An alternative could be a taxpayers’ march on
Trenton. Property tax reform is decades overdue.

Legislation, Community Support
Can Help Combat Local Hunger
Despite its status as one of the wealthiest states
in the union, New Jersey is not immune from food
insufficiency among its population. Many individuals and families, even within our immediate
area, chronically struggle to obtain enough to eat.
Unemployment or underemployment, a change in
family circumstances, or a medical or other major
expenditure are just a few of the catalysts that can
create such hardship. Among those currently impacted are federal employees who have not been
receiving paychecks due to the government shutdown, some of who have turned to food banks to
feed their families.
The challenge of ensuring all New Jersey residents receive adequate nutrition took center stage
locally on multiple fronts this month. New Jersey
State Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin (D-19th,
Woodbridge) attended the January 15 Scotch Plains
Township Council meeting, where he commended
Mayor Alexander Smith on the latter’s championing
of programs that promote healthy eating and combat
hunger. He was joined at the meeting by Assemblyman James Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway) and Assemblywoman and former Union County Freeholder
Linda Carter (D-22nd, Plainfield).
The legislators also were there to raise awareness of
a bill package designed to combat hunger, which
recently had passed with bipartisan support in the
Assembly and was awaiting a vote by the State
Senate. These 13 bills collectively address multiple
aspects of food production and distribution, including

eliminating food waste, supporting farmers, dealing
with “red tape” and improving access to affordable
and healthy food. The township council passed a
resolution of its own endorsing the legislation.
The issue of hunger close to home also was highlighted through multiple community service programs
held on Monday in Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Cranford, Garwood and neighboring municipalities in
observance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. These
activities included the collection of non-perishable
groceries and other goods on behalf of the hungry, the
homeless and otherwise disadvantaged populations
who are served by area food banks and other entities.
Various other events held in our readership area each
year also support efforts to combat local hunger, notably the annual interfaith CROP (Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty) Walks, as well as
humanitarian initiatives by the local chapters of Rotary, Optimist Club, AARP and other organizations.
This time of year presents us all with myriad
challenges, but particularly those in our midst who
are without adequate food, shelter, health care and
other basic needs. The hungry, the homeless...they
are not somewhere far away. Some of them are our
neighbors, maybe even our friends. We hope that
the anti-hunger legislation will prove successful.
Additionally, we hope the solidarity with those in
need, always so evident during the holidays and
MLK commemorations, will continue with support of local food banks and similar charitable
endeavors throughout the new year.
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Letters to the Editor
The Revaluation Process Now
Underway Here In Westfield
Good Day Freeholder PalmieriMouded. This is Councilman Frank
Arena of Westfield.
First, I would like to congratulate
you on your successful November
election. I know I speak for many in
Westfield when I say it is good to
know we have a Westfield resident on
the Union County Freeholder Board.
As you know, the Freeholder Board
serves at-large which, for the longest
time, has meant little to no meaningful or significant representation of the
interests of our great town. However,
what has been significant for far too
long are the tax payments the Westfield
taxpayers send to Union County every year.
To that point, of the total property
tax bill of a Westfield resident, The
Town of Westfield collects about 16
percent to pay for all municipal operations (approx. $26 million) while
over 25 percent of the property taxes
are sent to the County of Union
(approx. $42 million). In fact, of the
21 municipalities in the County of
Union, Westfield contributes the most
property tax revenue year-after-year
to the Union County coffers. To put
that into perspective, Elizabeth with a
population well over four times that
of Westfield, (130,000 vs. 30,000)
pays $2 mllion less in taxes to the
County of Union than does Westfield.

With this vast inequity in mind, I
had some of the Westfield town professionals do an analysis of what the
property tax revenue to the Town of
Westfield would be for the County of
Union departments and offices located in Westfield if they were commercial properties. Their analysis
determined that this equates to over
$700,000 in property tax revenue.
Now that we have you, a Westfield
resident, representing us on the Freeholder Board, I would like to talk to
you further about a plan to reduce our
tax burden by this amount, or a portion thereof, and how we can feasibly
make this happen, especially given
the current revaluation process now
underway here in Westfield.
I have copied Mayor Brindle as
well as the chair and vice-chair of our
Finance Committee (Councilwoman
Linda Habgood and Councilwoman
Joann Neylan). Might you be able to
meet us this coming Saturday morning, January 26 to discuss this further? How is Vicki’s dinner at 8:30
a.m.?
Again, congrats! And thanks in
advance for your support of our hometown and helping all of us get relief
from these inequities.
Best Regards,
Frank Arena
Westfield Councilman

State Must Make Municipal Property
Tax Relief A Priority
While Governor Phil Murphy discussed many issues facing New Jersey in his State of the State Address,
he failed to address the most important issue: property taxes.
According to the United Van Lines’
42nd annual National Movers Study,
more people are moving out of New
Jersey than any other state in the
nation. The crushing property taxes
in New Jersey are forcing people out
and hindering the state of innovation
and entrepreneurship that the Governor is claiming to support.
The quickest way the state can bring
property tax relief to Scotch Plains is
by returning diverted revenues this
year from the state Energy Tax Receipts Property Tax Relief Fund.
In 2009, during the Great Recession, the state decided to keep revenues generated by energy tax receipts, which contains taxes collected
from utilities for public rights-of-way
usage for sewer, water, gas, and electricity lines, to balance the state budget.
After the recession ended, the state
was supposed to return the money
back to municipalities, but never did
so. As a result, Scotch Plains is missing over $700,000 in annual property
tax relief money.
The state is using our municipal
revenues to balance its own budget,

and then blames local governments
for creating a property tax problem.
Let’s also not forget the fact that
New Jersey is in a fiscal crisis with an
unsustainable pension and benefits
system that threatens the future economic health of our state.
Without serious fiscal reforms,
property taxes will increase even
more, which the residents and small
businesses of Scotch Plains cannot
afford.
I also read with disgust that state
lawmakers are planning to revive $100
million in taxpayer-funded subsidies
for the horse racing industry. Where
is that money going to come from?
Higher taxes on Scotch Plains? I don’t
think so.
The time has come to take the fight
to Trenton for real property tax relief.
As your Mayor, I am prepared to lead
this fight on behalf of our taxpayers,
and I will be urging the Town Council
to join me in passing a resolution to
call on the state to return our property
tax relief money.
Without property tax relief now,
I’m afraid more of our neighbors will
be reading about what’s going in
Scotch Plains while sitting in their
new homes in Pennsylvania, North
Carolina, and Florida.
Al Smith
Mayor of Scotch Plains

The Wall, Or Not The Wall
Your correspondent Stephen
Schoenman provides a lengthy list of
historical examples of wall building, their
successes and failures, as part of his
justification “to build a very strong and
heavily fortified wall and/or fence along
our southern border in appropriate
places” as part of our requirement to
“provide for the common defense.”
However, the President’s monomaniacal focus on a wall at the southern
border does little to provide for national
security. None of the 9/11 hijackers entered the U.S. by crossing the border
illegally. All of them entered the country
legally on a temporary visa, mostly tourist visas with entry permits for six months.
About half of all illegal immigrants
chose this path. Illegal border crossings
have been declining for nearly two decades. In 2017, border-crossing apprehensions were at their lowest point since
1971.
The current problem involves those
presenting themselves and their families
legally at the border, and requesting asylum, again not an issue a wall will solve.
Nor will a wall stop drug trafficking.
We have vivid proof of that in the El
Chapo trial taking place now, in Brooklyn, where a former leader of the Sinaloa
drug cartel, testified that for years smugglers used trucks and other vehicles with
hidden compartments to ply their trade,
while others testified about the use of
fishing boats.
The DEA itself says private vehicles
and tractor-trailers passing through ports
of entry are among the primary methods
of smuggling drugs across the southwest border, with traffickers mixing contraband with legal goods. Fentanyl, easy
to make and deadly, is sent through the
U.S. mails.
Illegal immigration issues were recognized by the bipartisan group of eight
Senators — four Democrats and four
Republicans – who wrote the first draft
of the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization Act of 2013, that easily passed the
Senate 68-32. Republicans never
brought it to the floor of the House,
State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

where it had a clear overall majority. The
Act would have enhanced border security by adding high-tech surveillance
equipment and doubling the number of
border agents to about 40,000. It included more extensive use of E-Verify
by businesses in order to ensure that
their workers have the legal right to
work in the United States. It included a
visa for entrepreneurs and a W visa for
lower-skilled workers. It proposed new
restrictions on the H1B visa program to
prevent its abuse and additional visas/
green cards for students with science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics degrees from U.S. institutions.
The Congressional Budget Office estimated this reform bill would have reduced the U.S. fiscal deficit by $700
billion by 2033. The Social Security
Administration said that it would help
add $276 billion in revenue over the
next 10 years while costing only $33
billion. This is what comprehensive immigration reform that “ensures domestic tranquility” and “provides for the
common defense” could look like.
Why doesn’t the President enlarge his
vision to something more meaningful?
Because the President views his wall
(which we were told would be paid for
by Mexico, not by the depleted public
purse) through statistically selective
lenses inserted into brown-tinted glasses;
it is the color of immigrants that drives
his vision.
The President had two years of untrammeled authority during which he
chose not to expend his political capital
on wall funding – which he surely could
have bought as the price for the massive
tax overhaul of which he boasts. Now,
we have a fabricated “emergency,” and a
petulant bully who has not awakened to
the fact that his vision was massively
rejected by voters in November. And we
all know what happens when you give in
to bullies. Put federal workers back to
work, and let us have a meaningful discussion about immigration.
Mervyn Turner
Scotch Plains

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway and Linden.
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Capercaillie – The Scotch wood
grouse
2. Tana – In India, a police station
3. Xeres – A sherry from Spain
4. Wlatsome – Disgusting; offensive
AMPULLACEOUS
1. Shaped like a bottle or inflated bladder
2. Possessing great speed; quickness
3. Obese; very overweight
4. Very loud, deafening
SIMBIL
1. A stork native to Africa
2. In fortification, a defense built in a
wide ditch
3. The coalfish
4. The harness of a weaver’s drawloom
HOLOSERICEOUS
1. Faith healing
2. Bad breath
3. Completely covered with minute
silky hairs
4. Aptitude for making fortunate discoveries accidentally
WURLEY
1. Disheveled; rumpled
2. An Australian aboriginal hut
3. A helicopter
4. A basketmaker

Letters to
the Editor
Not A Choice Worth
Taking
This is in response to Dr. Stephen
DeFelice’s January 17, 2019, letter to
the editor, in which he ponders, while
sitting in Bovella’s, whether a child
should use tobacco or marijuana cigarettes if there is “no choice.”
We think the answer is obvious:
Eat a (mini) cannoli. Neither of the
others is a choice worth taking.
Lawrence Budnick, MD
Westfield

Murphy’s Policies Are
Shorting Revenue
TRENTON, N.J. – Assembly Republican Leader Jon Bramnick
blamed Murphy’s tax and spending
policies for disappointing December
income-tax collections, which is the
state’s largest source of revenue.
“Income tax revenue received during December is lower than the year
before,” said Mr. Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield). “Murphy’s policies are
troubling and have been sending the
wrong message to job creators. Lowering the tax burden is essential and a
reduction in the state income tax
should be a priority. A full deduction
of property taxes against state income is also needed, but both bills
wait in committee to be posted and
passed.”
Jon Bramnick
Westfield

Freeholder Standing
Committees for 2019
COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder standing committees for
2019 have been announced as follows:
Fiscal: Committee Freeholder ViceChairman Alexander Mirabella, chairman, and Freeholders Angel Estrada,
Sergio Granados and Kimberly
Palmieri-Mouded.
Policy and Administrative Code:
Freeholder Rebecca Williams, chairman, and Freeholders Chris Hudak,
Board Chairman Bette Jane Kowalski
and Freeholder Andrea Staten.
Open Space Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust Board: Freeholder Granados, chairman, and Freeholders Angela Garrison, Mirabella,
and Williams.
Parks, Public Works and Facilities:
Freeholder Kowalski, chairman, and
Freeholders Palmieri-Mouded,
Staten, and Williams.
Public Safety/Homeland Security:
Freeholder Hudak, Chairman, and
Freeholders Garrison, Mirabella and
Estrada.
Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org
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Online Assistance Available
For Workers Per Shutdown
UNION COUNTY — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has announced an online assistance
guide for federal employees who are
experiencing hardship due to the prolonged government shutdown.
The guide can be accessed at
www.ucnj.org/federal-shutdown/ and
contains location information on food
pantries, soup kitchens and diaper
bank sites; county drop-off box locations for those wishing to donate diapers, and feminine hygiene products;
SNAP information; a donation link to
the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey; and a list of nationally-known
businesses offering federal workers
relief, including free meals, restaurant discounts to deferring payments
and zero-interest loans.
“Federal employees and their families need our help, and the County of
Union and our residents are prepared,”
Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski
said. “We will continue to update our
webpage and social media as more
information becomes available on
how to assist these employees.”
There are approximately 460 Federal employees who live throughout
Union County, according to the most
recent information available from the
Census Bureau.
Freeholder Kowalski added, “At
this time, we are finding the greatest
issue to be food insecurity. We are
also encouraging county residents
who are able to make monetary donations to consider donating to the Com-

munity FoodBank of New Jersey,
which is the agency that provides
food to the pantries and soup kitchens
listed. Financial donations are preferable to food collections because the
food bank is able to leverage monetary donations to make the dollars
go much farther. We have been made
aware that diapers and feminine hygiene products are also in short supply.”
The county will be collecting feminine hygiene products and diapers for
distribution through the Community
FoodBank at the following county
government locations: Union County
Administration Building Lobby, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth;
Union County Socials Services Building located at 342 Westminster Avenue, Elizabeth, 200 West 2nd St.,
Plainfield; Froehlich Public Safety
Building, 400 North Ave., East,
Westfield; and Engineering and Public Works Building, 2325 South Ave.,
Scotch Plains. Offices are open 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.
Residents who receive assistance
through the SNAP Food Assistance
program received allocations for
January and February earlier this
week. Recipients are urged to budget
their funds as the dollars credited to
the cards must hold them over for two
months rather than one, as is the norm.
Federal employees not receiving
SNAP, and who need the assistance
can visit the web link on how to apply
for benefits during the shutdown.

Watson Coleman, Pallone
Applaud Min. Wage Hike
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Following news that New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy had reached an
agreement to raise New Jersey’s
minimum wage to $15 per hour by
2024, a number of New Jersey’s
Congressional delegation issued
comments.
The increase would be gradually
completed with $1 per hour hikes on
July 1 of each year, starting in 2019,
through 2024. Thus, increases would
go to $10 per hour in 2019, $11 an
hour in 2020, $12 an hour in 2021,
$13 in 2022, $14 in 2023 and $15 in
2024, according to published reports.
Congresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-12th, Trenton) said,
“New Jersey has just made a tremendous leap forward for working families trying to make ends meet. The
fact of the matter is you cannot support a family at $8.85 an hour, and
you certainly can’t support one at the
national minimum of $7.25. At those
levels, workers are choosing between
rent and groceries, car payments and
hospital bills, school uniforms and
health insurance. It’s neither livable
nor sustainable.
“This agreement to raise the state’s
minimum wage to $15 per hour by
2024 won’t just help workers, it will
lift our entire economy by allowing
these individuals to be consumers
again. Fifteen dollars an hour means
workers can afford the goods and
services offered by New Jersey businesses. It means more customers at
the small businesses on our main
streets. It means more of our communities thrive. I applaud Governor
Murphy, Senate President (Steve)
Sweeney, and Assembly Speaker
(Craig) Coughlin for their tireless
work on this and look forward to once

again having New Jersey as a model
for my work at the federal level.”
Congressman Frank Pallone (D-6th,
Long Branch) said, “I want to thank
Governor Murphy and the Legislature
for coming to an agreement that will
make a real difference in the lives of
workers throughout our state. No one
working full-time in New Jersey should
ever have to live in poverty and a $15
minimum wage is an important step in
that direction. This agreement will raise
the wages of more than one million
New Jerseyans and boost our economy
by increasing the paychecks of so many.
Now, Congress must work to follow
Governor Murphy and New Jersey’s
lead to increase the minimum wage for
millions more families throughout our
country.”
“After years of organizing, protesting and lobbying, our elected officials in New Jersey have finally
reached an agreement on a $15 minimum wage bill for nearly one million
hard working men and women who
keep our state running every day.
This is a major step forward that
would not have been possible without the incredible work of grassroots,
faith, immigrant and labor organizations working together.”

Governments Can and Do and Should
Keep Things Secret

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

opposing team knew its secret plays?
Which Cabinet member would venture an opinion if everything said in
Cabinet meetings were made public?
Congressional efforts to force any
President to divulge each and every
word of every diplomatic meeting
would undermine the separation of
powers between Congress and the
President, weaken the power and authority of the President to conduct
foreign policy under Article II, Section 2 (2) of the Constitution, and
cause allies and adversaries to think
twice about privately talking to him!
Democracy is a magnificent system of government, but we do not
necessarily have a right to know everything a President says or does as
the Chief Diplomat of the country.
Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

is coming in May...
Call or email
Jeff Gruman
908-232-4407
sales@goleader.com
to reserve your space!

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns
Call for an appointment
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
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The Law Offices Of

Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com
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Our estimable historian, Mr.
Shoenman, indulges in the same questionable logic being peddled by President Trump, namely, that if walls are
good, so might a southern border
wall. This is sound enough as far as it
goes, which is not very far at all.
Apparently, there is quite a diversity of opinion about the merits of
such a wall, and it is quite telling that
in the two years of exclusive Republican control of our government the
President was unable to achieve this
particular goal.
But lets be frank. the merits or lack
thereof of such a wall are entirely
irrelevant. This is about “winning,”
and process, respectively, and both
sides have succeeded in painting
themselves into a corner.
I want to ask Mr. Shoenman what
kind of letter he would have written
had Obama shut down the government for four or more weeks over
some health care provision that was

near and dear to his heart? I feel
certain he would have taken him to
the rhetorical woodshed, and rightly
so. And he wouldn’t have waited four
weeks, either.
Dear readers, I urge you all to take
a long, hard look at yourselves in the
mirror, and try to decide the following question: Do you stand for principle, or are you satisfied with partisan hackery? I believe that the victory
that counts is in the long game, and
that short term-gains made by sacrificing principle will never pay off in
the long run.
I, for one, will take a stand, for,
among other things, decency, rationality, truth, and logic, and for distinguishing right from wrong, to the best
of my (limited) ability. Please, please
don’t sell out yourselves and our country for the sake of expediency, or
because the task of self-government
is too onerous.
Ron Snyder
Westfield

The Law Office of

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

INJURED?

LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH
Do you really want to deal with
the insurance companies yourself?
I can help.
Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience
In New Jersey

Our 47th
Annual Edition of

This Is
Westfield
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Because the Task of Self-Government
Is Too Onerous

Letters to the Editor
President Trump as a matter of
executive privilege and diplomatic
tradition rightly refuses to release the
translator’s notes and other materials
relating to the Helsinki summit with
Russian President Putin in July despite the demands of Senate Foreign
Relations Committee members
Menendez and Shaheen.
The contretemps over his decision
is unwarranted. Secrecy in our legal
system is not proof of wrong-doing!
Diplomatic secrecy is essential to
getting done what cannot always be
done in public. Would the meeting
between President Nixon and Mao
Zedong have taken place had a skeptical public known that National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger was
in Beijing arranging the meeting?
President Wilson among his famous
Fourteen Points called for “open covenants of peace, openly arrived at”
but that did not mean that secret diplomacy is impermissible!
Open diplomacy can endanger diplomats, discourage future diplomatic
negotiations and meetings, wreck
havoc with allies, and needlessly
enflame adversaries. Even carefully
drafted language can be embarrassing, inconvenient, destabilizing, or
threatening when taken out of context
and when the public pays little or no
attention to diplomatic subtleties and
niceties!
(On the other hand, might the First
World War have been prevented had
the secret telegraphic efforts of the
Czar Nicholas II and Kaiser Wilhelm
II to prevent a wider European war
after the assassination of Archduke
Ferdinand been made public at the
time?)
Ferreting out diplomatic secrets is
an old practice. French Foreign Minister Talleyrand at the Congress of
Vienna in 1815, for example, searched
through delegate wastepaper baskets.
No wonder we have paper shredders.
Yet secrets are still “leaked.”
Who among us wants exposure of
his or her personal life? A major problem in the age of social media.
What if Admiral Nelson’s novel
winning naval strategy been known
to enemy forces before Trafalgar?
What if Allied plans for D-Day had
been “leaked” before that fateful day?
What if Japan and Germany had
known about the secret work underway by the Manhattan Project to build
an atomic bomb?
What business could properly function if secret on-going contract negotiation were made public?
Would the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company exist had it been known
at the time Charles Goodyear was
working on vulcanizing rubber?
What would happen to our judicial
system if the deliberations of grand
juries, trial juries, and judges in their
chambers were made public?
What sports team would win if the
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Shirley Leonard
Longtime Area Resident
Shirley Usher Leonard passed away
In her later years, Shirley enpeacefully on Sunday, January 6, af- joyed gardening, traveling and exter a long struggle with Alzheimer’s ercise classes at the Westfield Y,
Disease. She was 95 years old.
where she made many new friends.
Shirley was born in
The last eight years of
1923 in Dickson City, Pa.,
her life were spent at
to Raymond Usher and
Sunrise Senior Living of
Henrietta (Teddy) Letts.
Westfield. She was
The family moved to New
known there for her
York City when Shirley
bright smile and sweet
was young, and she was
nature. As her health deeducated in New York
clined, she received adpublic schools. She was
ditional care and supan accomplished pianist,
port from Center for
and she graduated from
Hope Hospice. Her famthe new High School of
ily is grateful to Sunrise
Music and Art in 1939.
and Center for Hope for
She worked for Consolithe dedicated and lovShirley Leonard
dated Edison Company
ing staff who cared for
after graduation.
Shirley so well.
Shirley’s first husband, Gustave
Shirley is survived by her daughErikson, died in 1944 in the battle ter, Eileen Leonard (Dale Hagstrom)
for Aachen, the first German city of Westfield; son, Paul Leonard
to fall to the Allies in World War II. (Joan) of Fairview, Tex., and grandIn 1947, Shirley married Frank children, Anne (Michael Varga) and
Leonard and retired from the Eric Hagstrom, and Jackson, Alex
workforce to raise her family as a and Samuel Leonard. She was prestay-at-home mother. The family deceased by her beloved husband
settled in Queens, N.Y., but moved of 45 years, Frank.
to Fanwood and then Scotch Plains
Funeral services took place on
in the 1960s. When her children Wednesday, January 16, at the Holy
were grown, Shirley returned to Trinity Church, with assistance from
the workforce at Allstate Insurance Dooley Colonial Funeral Home. In
in Berkeley Heights until her re- lieu of flowers, donations may be
tirement. She and Frank took many made to Center for Hope Hospice in
exciting trips, and she kept busy Shirley’s honor.
January 24, 2019
babysitting her grandchildren.

Susan B. Locascio, 80, Loving
Wife, Mother and Grandmother
Susan B. Locascio, 80, departed
this life on Friday, January 18, 2019,
with her loving family by her side.
Born on January 13, 1939 in St.
Paul, Minn., to James and Margaret
Barber, Sue resided most of her life
in Westfield, N.J.
After obtaining her Bachelor of
Arts degree from the University of
Minnesota, she became a civilian
employee of the U.S. Department
of Defense. She spent two years in
Mainz, Germany, teaching fourthgrade children of the U.S. Army
soldiers, and it is there that she met
her future husband, First Lieutenant Mike Locascio.
Upon returning to the United
States, she married and subsequently
obtained her Masters Degree in Library Science from Seton Hall University.
Sue spent the balance of a great
teaching career as the librarian at
Tamaques School in Westfield, N.J.,
from which she retired in 2007,
which gave her more time to engage

in her favorite pastime, enjoying
and interacting with her four adoring grandchildren.
She will be sorely missed by her
entire family.
Sue was predeceased by her parents and her brother, Thomas. She
is survived by Michael P. Locascio,
her loving and devoted husband of
53 years; their loving son, Michael
J. Locascio, Michael’s wife, Wendy,
and Sue’s four grandchildren, Matthew, Daniel, Thomas and Sean, of
Park Ridge, Ill.
Sue is also survived by her
brother, John, and her sisters,
Patricia and Elizabeth.
Arrangements are being handled
by the Dooley Colonial Funeral
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield, N.J.
Visiting hours are 4 to 8 p.m.
today, Thursday, January 24, 2019,
with a Funeral Mass to be held at St.
Helen’s Church in Westfield, N.J.,
on Friday, January 25, at 10 a.m.
January 24, 2019

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty

SHARING THEIR HEARTS...During the 5 p.m. Christmas Eve Family
Service at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, youngsters place paper
hearts in the manger of the baby Jesus. One of the three candlelight services
held on Christmas Eve, the Family Service drew almost 500 attendees who
sang Christmas carols and listened to the Christmas story told through
readings from the Bible.

– Obituaries –

Edward French Babbott, 96, Beloved
Husband, Father and Grandfather
Edward French Babbott, 96, of lege and vocational options for high
Basking Ridge, N.J., died peace- school students. He was active in
fully on Tuesday, January 15, 2019, many organizations, in particular
surrounded by members of his lov- the National Association of Coling family.
lege Admissions CounHe is survived by his
selors, for which he
beloved wife, Cynthia
served a term as presiBabbott; his children,
dent (1968-1969). He
Stewart
(Cecelia
was the recipient of nuBabbott)
of
merous honors for his
Charlottesville, Va., and
professional and civic
Margaret Babbott of
contributions. In semiNorthampton, Mass.;
retirement, Ed was a
stepsons, Douglas
consultant to the schools
Sansom (Liz Sansom) of
of Beaufort County,
Suffield, Conn., and PeS.C., and the Global Deter Sansom (Kate
velopment Institute.
Sansom) of Burlington,
Ed was deeply inVt.; sister, Elizabeth Edward French Babbott volved in his community
Conant (Camille Cox)
and served in many volof Buffalo, N.Y.; nine grandchildren unteer capacities at his churches as
and partners, Jennifer and Jonathan well as Fellowship Village, Bernards
Ney, Brenna Sansom and Zed Lamba, Township Leisure Learning and the
Tory and Shannon Sansom, Sawyer Kent Place School. He was a pasSansom, Ned (Edward) Babbott, sionate environmentalist, serving on
Ellen Babbott, Michael Babbott, the board of the New Jersey ConserNoah Babbott-Bryan and Claire vation Foundation for 44 years. Most
Babbott-Bryan, and one adorable recently, at 93, Ed and his daughter
great-grandson, Grant Ney. He was co-authored his first book, “Into the
a beloved uncle to many nieces, neph- Great Swamp,” that explores this
ews and their kin, as well as all those protected wetland habitat through
he and Cynny generously “adopted” photography and poetry.
over the years. Ed was predeceased
Ed loved fly-fishing, photograby his loving first wife, Barbara phy, needlepoint, the New York
Chapin Babbott, in 1976; stepson, Giants, Shakespeare, crafting poLee Sansom, and siblings, Frank etic rhyming toasts, and especially,
Babbott, David Babbott and Lydia traveling the world with Cynny.
Paddon.
But what friends may not know
Ed was born in Brooklyn, N.Y., is that Ed was a magician of the
in 1922 to Frank and Elizabeth highest order; his grandchildren
Babbott. One of five children, he can attest to the fact that their
attended The Millbrook School, “Poppy” could put grapes through
Amherst College and was gradu- his “noggin” only to appear behind
ated from Swarthmore College in their ears. His magic was infec1944. He earned a Masters from tious, making cups half-full to overStanford and his Ed.D. from New flowing; transforming loneliness to
York University. Initially, Ed taught connection; in sum, you left an
secondary school English at the encounter with Ed feeling as though
George School, the Chadwick you genuinely mattered.
School and Summit High School.
A Memorial Service to celebrate
While at Summit, he found his call- Ed’s life is being planned for the
ing in guidance, eventually becom- early spring. In lieu of flowers, the
ing the Director of Guidance for family requests donations be made
over twenty years at Summit High to a charity of choice or to the
School and then Chatham High “Babbott Education Fund” at NJCF,
School. During that time, Ed’s ar- which is used to fund student inticles, essays and handbooks ex- ternships in conservation.
January 24, 2019
panded the understanding of col-

Pair to Perform ’70s Music
At Westfield Library Feb. 9
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present Joel
and Francine Zelnik singing the
music of the 1970s on Saturday,
February 9, at 2 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.
The Zelnik musical duo is composed of the married couple,
Francine Evans, an accomplished
singer and actress, and Joel Zelnik,
world-class jazz pianist. Together
they possess more than 20 years of
performing experience.
Their performance will include
hits by James Taylor, Joni Mitchell,
Billy Joel, Judy Collins and many
others. Among the collection of
memorable songs they perform are
“Both Sides Now,” “Take Me
Home, Country Roads,” “You’ve
Got a Friend” and “Take It Easy.”
Attendees should sign up for the
program, which is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus libraries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. Interested persons are advised to
check the Westfield Memorial
Library’s website, wmlnj.org, to see if

their library is a MURAL participant.
To register for the Zelniks’ program, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.
Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Library Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”
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Gail Alida (Partenheimer) Jebens,
Former Resident of Westfield
Gail Alida (Partenheimer) Jebens
passed away on Friday, December 7,
2018, in Durham, N.C. Formerly of
Westfield, N.J., and Centerville, Cape
Cod, Mass., she is survived by Walter
Jebens, her loving husband of 61years;
their son, Steve, his wife, Karen, and
three grandchildren, Melanie, Emily
and Nick; and their daughter, Wendy,
her husband, Danvers, and two grandchildren, Auggie and Weston. Gail was
the only child of Merrill and Eleanor
Partenheimer, formerly of Union, N.J.
Gail grew up in Union, and went to
the University of Delaware for her
freshman year. She graduated from
Douglass College and received her
Bachelor of Arts in Home Economics
in 1959, then taught in New Jersey for
several years. Her husband, Walt,
graduated from the University of
Delaware in 1956 with a Bachelor of
Science in Chemical Engineering, and
started his career with Esso/Exxon
Corporation. They married in 1957,
and lived mostly in Westfield, N.J.,
with two two-year assignments with

Esso in Okinawa and Singapore.
When Walt retired from Exxon in
1986, both he and Gail got NJRE
Licenses with Burgdorff Realtors in
Westfield, N.J. Gail also became active in Girl Scout Troop leadership
with her daughter. They loved family
tent camping, and had many travel
and cruising adventures around the
world. In 2004 they moved to
Centerville, Mass., on Cape Cod, and
enjoyed a home on Long Pond for 13
years. Their small armada of boats
and their backyard beach and hot tub
lured the kids and grandkids for frequent visits. In 2016 they moved to
The Forest at Duke, a Continuing
Care Retirement Community in
Durham, and close to daughter Wendy
in Chapel Hill.
A simple private family gathering
is planned. Donations may be made
to the St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, stjude.org. Condolences
may
be
shared
at
CremationSocietyNC.com.
January 24, 2019

Ann Kostick, 95, Worked at Macy’s;
Former Resident of Fanwood
Ann (Anna) Kostick, 95, of Oakland, N.J., died on Sunday, December 9, 2018. Born and raised in Jersey
City, she lived in Fanwood for nearly
40 years before recently moving to
Oakland. She worked in sales at
Macy’s Herald Square, New York
City, for 50 years until her retirement.
She is predeceased by her brothers,
Stephen, Nicholas and John Kostick,
and her sister, Stella Walczuk. She is
survived by nine loving nieces and
nephews. The family will be having a
private memorial service at a later
date. The Kostick family is in the care
of the Aloia Funeral Home, 180
Harrison Avenue, Garfield, N.J., (973)
340-7077. For condolences, visit
aloiafuneral.com.
January 24, 2019

Ann Kostick

S.A.R. Chapter to Host
Historian-Author Kidder
WESTFIELD — The West Fields
Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution will host a public
meeting on Friday, February 1, featuring historian William L. Kidder.
Mr. Kidder is the author of several
books about the American Revolution in New Jersey.
In his presentation, starting at 8
p.m. at the Westfield Municipal
Building, Mr. Kidder will focus on
that compact series of famous
events, beginning in late December 1776, which composed the turning point of the Revolutionary War:
the December 25 nighttime Crossing of the Delaware by General
Washington and his troops; the surprise attack against the Hessians at
Trenton the following morning, and
the subsequent tactical maneuvering and skirmishing which led to
the American victory at the Battle
of Princeton on January 3.
These crucial events and their
importance to the final outcome of
the Revolution are the focus of Mr.
Kidder’s next book, soon to be
released, entitled “Ten Crucial
Days: Washington’s Vision for Victory Unfolds” (Knox Press, January 2019). For his talk at the
Westfield Municipal Building, Mr.
Kidder said he will discuss in-depth
decisions made by people on both
sides of the conflict during those
10 days and their significance.
Colleagues of Mr. Kidder have
given very positive reviews of his
new book. Historian Robert Selig,
project consultant to the Washing-

ton Rochambeau Revolutionary
Route National Historic Trail,
writes, “Larry Kidder’s Ten Crucial Days takes you step by step
across the wintry landscape of
southern New Jersey. Based on
extensive research in primary
sources drawn from all sides of the
conflict, Kidder introduces the
reader to the deeply personal experiences of officers and common
soldiers alike during what pamphleteer Thomas Paine called in
December of 1776, ‘the times that
try men’s souls.’”
Mr. Kidder, a United States Navy
veteran, is a retired high-school
history teacher, including 32 years
at the Hun School of Princeton. He
is a member of the Washington’s
Crossing Roundtable of the American Revolution and the New Jersey
Living History Advisory Council.
He also has served as an adviser
for Crossroads of the American
Revolution and was the editor of
“Meet Your Revolutionary Neighbors,” a book that tells the stories
of 25 New Jersey residents who
experienced the Revolution in different ways. The book was published by Crossroads of the American Revolution National Heritage
Area, an organization managed by
a non-profit that works to inspire
pride in New Jersey’s Revolutionary War heritage.
The Westfield Municipal Building
is located at 425 East Broad Street.
All are welcome to attend the upcoming program.

TREES
Trees have always been surrounded by legends, historical events, biblical accounts,
and folklore.
The Magna Carta, the great charter of English liberties was forced upon King John
under a large oak tree at Runnymede.
In 1792, the New York Stock Exchange was founded by brokers in the Wall Street
section of Manhattan in a courtyard outlined by Sycamore trees.
America’s first coin was a shilling with a pine tree embossed on it as a significant
symbol depicting two important American resources: wood and steel.
The first American flag bore trees as their emblem with the inscription: “An appeal
to heaven.” This was certainly an idealistic and inspirational belief that America is
able to achieve greatness.
In biblical accounts, trees played an important role which changed the human lifestyle
and perception mainly in the western civilization in so many ways. Adam and Eve ate
from the forbidden fruit, and it has been indicated that we have a free will. Therefore
we are responsible for our actions.
The burning bush reminds us through the 10 Commandments that we have an
obligation to God and fellowman.
A curious man by the name of Zachariah sat in a mulberry tree quizzing Jesus about
his goals.
King David found solace by sitting in a Babylonian willow tree, lamenting and
weeping over the sins of the world.
The crucifix was made out of wood and gave us a clear understanding of how cruel
and misinformed mankind can be.
Folklore had a strong influence in seasonal festivals: The Christmas tree, the Cedars
of Lebanon, the linden tree, and the sacred trees of the Orient, to name a few.
People dancing around the maypole in festive attire and decorating wagons with
green branches pulled by a team of horses was the custom on the first of May in many
European cities and villages, and still is today.
The Christmas tree has become a symbol of cheer and goodwill, decorated with
lights and pretty ornaments around the globe. America alone uses 26 million of fresh
cut evergreen trees in the winter holiday season.
The Cedars of Lebanon have always been admired with reverence and appear in
countless paintings by famous artists.
The Sequoia, growing 360 feet high and 28 feet in diameter, is considered the tallest
tree in the world.
Martin Schmiede
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Garwood Library Highlights
Offerings For February
GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has announced activities for adults and youth to be
held there during the first half of
February.
The Knitting Club meets on Mondays and Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
No registration is required. Participants learn how to knit or show others how it is done while enjoying fun
conversation. Needles and yarn are
provided to newcomers.
Kid’s Chess takes place on Mondays at 3 p.m. No registration is
required but sessions are limited to
12 players. This non-instructional
program offers an informal chess
game for children of all ages. Six
boards are provided.
Explore It is featured on Tuesdays,
at 3 p.m., in the Lincoln School Art
Room. This program provides afterschool STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) fun for
kids in fourth grade and older. Registration is required and limited to 16.
Toddler Story Time, for children
from infants through age 4, is presented Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Activities include stories, songs,
bubbles and more. No registration is
required. The Pipsqueak Players will
visit Storytime on February 13.
The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet on February 7, at 7 p.m., for

Networking Group
To Meet Feb. 11
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Mountainside Public Libraries’
Career Networking Group will present
“Job Search at your Fingertips: How
to Research Like an Expert.” This
program will take place on Monday,
February 11, at 6:30 p.m., at the Scotch
Plains Public Library.
Participants will find out how to
use library resources and mine industry and business databases to
maximize their job-search research
results. They also will learn how to
use library career assessment tools
to help them determine their best
path and brush up on useful skills.
Attendees are invited to bring their
job-search questions and discover
how to answer them through methodical research.
The library’s expert in residence is
Reference Librarian Robin Stayvas,
who has been with the Scotch Plains
Public Library since 2009.
This program is free and open to
all. To register, visit scotlib.org, call
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or email library@scotlib.org.
Individuals can connect with the
libraries’ Career Networking Group
on LinkedIn, Career Networking
Group at SPPL.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.

a lively discussion of the month’s
book. No registration is required. Interested persons are advised to check
with the library for its latest book
selection by calling (908) 789-1670.
Adult Craft is scheduled for Tuesday, February 12, at 6 p.m. Participants will make a craft to bring home.
There is a limit of 10 and registration
is required.
“Bugs on the Go with
Insectropolis,” for children in kindergarten to grade 5, will take place on
Wednesday, February 13, at 3 p.m.
Representatives from Insectropolis
will provide an introduction to
arthropods and insects featuring live
hissing cockroaches, a giant millipede, an Emperor scorpion and a
tarantula. Registration is required and
limited to 30. To register, visit
youseemore.com/garwood, call (908)
789-1670 or stop into the Garwood
Public Library.
Lego will be offered on Thursdays,
February 14 and 28, at 3 p.m., for
children ages 4 to 12. Participants
may build whatever comes to mind.
Some Lego creations will be displayed
in the library showcase. Registration
is required and limited to 15.
The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. Additional programs will be announced
for the second half of February. For
more information and to register for
programs, call (908) 789-1670.
The library is open Monday through
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fridays from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The
library will be closed on Monday,
February 18, for Presidents’ Day.

Winter Read Challenge
Open to Adults, Kids
MOUNTAINSIDE — Following
the success of its Summer Reading
Program, the Mountainside Public
Library is now offering a Winter Reading Challenge. Like summer reading,
this program is open to adults as well
as children ages 8 and up, and prizes
will be available.
The library will have weekly book
and hockey-related giveaways. The
Grand Prize will be two tickets to the
New Jersey Devils versus Columbus
Blue Jackets hockey game on Tuesday, March 5, at 7 p.m., at the Prudential Center in Newark. To participate in 12 different winter reading activities, log into Beanstack
from the library’s website,
mountainsidelibrary.org. The
Mountainside Public Library is located at 1 Constitution Plaza.
After each activity is completed,
participants will receive a raffle ticket
for weekly raffles. Upon completing
four activities, they will receive a
raffle ticket for the Grand Prize. The
Winter Reading Challenge ends on
Thursday, February 28.

Caring Contact to Train
Volunteer Listeners
CLARK — Caring Contact will
offer its 95th volunteer listening training beginning Tuesday, March 12,
and continuing through June 18. Training will run once a week, from 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., plus one full weekend, June 8 and 9, and will be held at
Temple Beth Or-Beth Torah, located
at 111 Valley Road, Clark.
Participants receive 52 hours of comprehensive training by nationally-certified instructors in active listening
and become certified in Mental Health
First Aid and Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training. Volunteers develop the ability to listen actively, assess the needs of someone in crisis and
provide empathy and support.
“This training and volunteering
opportunity is ideal for retirees, empty
nesters and stay-at-home parents,”
said Janet Sarkos, Caring Contact’s
executive director. “Many of our listeners were looking for something
meaningful to do after they retired or
their children left home. They find
that volunteering at Caring Contact
not only gives them something to do
with their newfound freedom but also

gives them a sense of reward when
they help someone in crisis.”
Following training, new volunteer
listeners are supported by seasoned
listeners during 24 hours of internship before they take calls on their
own. Even once a volunteer is a certified listener, the hotline provides a
range of support and training opportunities to allow them to keep honing
their skills.
To register for the training, visit
http://caringcontact.org/volunteer-listener-application/.
Caring Contact is an award-winning, volunteer-staffed crisis hotline
and listening community, providing
active listening support and best-inclass training to the Central and Northern New Jersey community. More
than 100 trained volunteer listeners
answered over 10,000 calls last year
from people in crisis, having suicidal
thoughts or simply feeling depressed
and lonely.
Anyone in crisis and needing someone to listen is encouraged to call
Caring Contact at (908) 232-2880.
To learn more, visit caringcontact.org.

Lifeguard Training to Begin
This Month In Cranford
CRANFORD — The SAI
StarGuard Lifeguard Training course
is being offered at the Cranford Pool
and Fitness Center during the months
of January through May. The purpose
of the SAI StarGuard training program includes prevention, surveillance, response and rescue, workplace environment skill in addition to
the American Safety and Health Institute (ASHI) CPR Pro, Basic First Aid
and Bloodborne Pathogens training,
the relief of choking adults, children
and infants and first aid emergency
skills. The goal of the training is to
help students develop the knowledge,
skills and confidence to be an effective and responsible lifeguard.
Enrollment requires that participants be at least 16 years old before
the last scheduled class session and
that they pass a prerequisite skills
evaluation test. Those interested in
enrolling are asked to email the facility manager, Anne Dolan, at
adolan@cranfordnj.org.

Three options for classes are listed
below. Participants are asked to bring
a swimsuit and towel for the skills
evaluation and for every class.
Option 1:
Pretest (skill evaluation) is Monday, January 28, from 7:30 to 8:30
p.m.
Class dates are January 29 and 31,
February 5, 7, 12, 19, 21 and 26 (if
needed), from 6 to 9 p.m. each session.
Option 2:
Pretest (skill evaluation) is Monday, March 4, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Class dates are March 5, 7, 12, 13,
19, 21, 26 and 28 (if needed), from 6
to 9 p.m. each session.
Option 3:
Pretest (skill evaluation) is Monday, April 22, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Class dates are April 23, 25 and 30,
May 2, 7, 9, 14 and 16 (if needed),
from 6 to 9 p.m. each session.
For additional information, call the
Cranford Pool and Fitness Center at
(908) 709-7260.
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FUMC Westfield to Explore
Putting Love Into Action

LOVING LEGACY...Girl Scouts from Westfield Cadette Troop 40491 educate
Junior Troop 40278 on their Silver Award Project. The girls are creating a
Legacy Book for the senior residents at Brighton Gardens Assisted Living in
Mountainside. The girls hope to inspire others to capture memories and life
lessons from their elders in the community and families.

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
Annual Pancake Breakfast
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad will hold its
annual Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, February 24, from 8 a.m. to noon,
at its building located at 1916 Bartle
Avenue. Seating is available on both
the first and second floor. This event
is hosted by the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad Auxiliary, which raises funds
for the volunteer squad.
All-you-can-eat pancakes, fruit,
coffee and sausages are offered for
just a $5 per person entry fee. There
is also a raffle for baskets, which are
filled with goodies donated by the
community and area businesses. This
is the 10th year this event is being
held, and it’s clear by the number of
people who attend that it’s something

practical ways to live this message
of love.
FUMC Westfield holds worship
every Sunday at 10 a.m., with Church
School for all ages at 9 a.m. and
Fellowship Time following worship
at 11 a.m. The church is located at 1
East Broad Street, Westfield. For
more information about FUMC, visit
fumcwestfield.org, on Facebook
(FUMC Westfield) or on Instagram
(fumcwestfield).

Presb. Thrift Shop Is
Open Wednesdays
FANWOOD — The thrift shop
at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church is open Wednesdays with
the usual hours of 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The shop, run by volunteers, is
located at the rear of the church
complex on McDermott Place.
All proceeds from the sale of
clothing and household items are
returned to the community through
non-profit groups.
New and gently-used clothing,
household items, bric-a-brac (old
cameras and lenses are now featured), craft items, sewing items
and books are restocked weekly.
Donations are welcome on
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. until 1
p.m. For further information and
directions, call the church office at
(908)
889-8891,
email
fanwoodpres@gmail.com or check
the website fanwoodpc.org.

the community looks forward to every year.
So come out with your family and
friends and enjoy a hearty, delicious
breakfast along with good conversation. It’s a nice way to spend a Sunday
morning.
The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
relies on ongoing community support. These contributions enable the
squad to fulfill their motto, Neighbors Helping Neighbors — We Work
For Pride Not Pay. The squad looks
forward to continuing to faithfully
serve those who call for help.
Contributing Author: Susan
Baldani, a life member of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

Masonry Restoration Project
Wraps at Drake House
PLAINFIELD – The Historical
Society of Plainfield has announced
that a major restoration of the interior
masonry walls of the Drake House
Museum has been completed. There
are two interior basement areas which
date to 1746 and one basement area
that dates to the 1880s. The project
included local craftsmen working on
the repointing of mortar throughout
those areas, and reconstructing window wells and resurfacing a basement entrance. It took four local craftsmen four days to complete all the
necessary work for this major preservation and restoration project.
This project was a public/private
partnership project between the City
of Plainfield and the Historical Society of Plainfield. The City of Plainfield
and the Department of Public Works
provided advice and suggestions, and
the Historical Society of Plainfield
wrote a grant for the funds needed for
the masonry project. The Society was
the recipient of a grant from the Hyde
and Watson Foundation. The local
craftsmen were from the local business of Toltec Masons, located in
North Plainfield.
“It was amazing to realize the
amount of work it took in 1746 and
then in the 1880s to dig out by hand
these basement areas, and then quarry
and place all the irregular-shaped farm
land and river rocks in a foundation
that still holds up the Drake House.
Today’s craftsmen used the proper
mortar mixture to repoint the irregular rocks, and their work should last at
least another hundred years,” said
Nancy Piwowar, president of the Historical Society of Plainfield.
It was at the Drake House that
George Washington consulted with
his officers during and after the Battle
of Short Hills, fought over the entire
Plaineld area June 25 to 27, 1777. On
permanent display at the Drake House
Museum are three Colonial-era rooms
— the kitchen, the Queen Anne dining room and the Washington bedroom. The parlor and the Harberger

WESTFIELD — The First United
Methodist Church (FUMC)
Westfield will focus next month on
putting love into action, acknowledging that at times the concept of
love can be convoluted and theoretical, and that it can become difficult to know how to show practical
and healthy forms of love.
The Judeo-Christian scriptures
tells the faithful “to love our enemies, to love those who curse us,
and to love others as we would want
to be loved.” FUMC will address
how to make these religious mandates more than just printed words
in a book, how to live them, and
how to put love into action.
In February, the congregation
hopes to glean some answers by
exploring several scriptures, including Micah 6:8, which says, “But
he’s already made it plain how to
live, what to do, what God is looking for in men and women. It’s quite
simple: Do what is fair and just to
your neighbor, be compassionate
and loyal in your love, And don’t
take yourself too seriously — take
God seriously.” (from The Message
translation).
According to FUMC Westfield,
Love in Action means relating the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to the church,
communities and the world, and
showing that reconciliation involves
personal, social and civic righteousness. FUMC invites the community
to join its members in exploring

Library are interpreted as period Victorian rooms.
A National and New Jersey Historic
Site, the museum also displays two
large paintings by noted Civil War
painter Julian Scott, a Plainfield resident and a Medal of Honor recipient.
The Drake House Museum is a
city-owned public museum administered by the Historical Society of
Plainfield and is located at 602 West
Front Street, Plainfield. Donations
are always appreciated. On-site parking is available. For directions and
more
information,
visit
drakehouseplainfieldnj.org.

Blood Drive to Be
Sunday at PCW
WESTFIELD — TheAmerican Red
Cross will hold a blood drive this
Sunday, January 27, from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m., at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue. All blood types are needed to
ensure a reliable supply for patients.
A blood donor card or driver’s license or two other forms of identification are required at check-in. Individuals who are 17 years old in most
states (16 with parental consent where
allowed by state law), weigh at least
110 pounds and are in generally good
health may be eligible to donate blood.
High-school students and other
donors age 18 and younger also have
to meet certain height and weight
requirements.
To make an appointment or for more
information, download the American
Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit
RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-(800)RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).
Blood and platelet donors can save
time at their next donation by using
RapidPass® to complete their pre-donation reading and health history questionnaire online, on the day of their
donation, before arriving at the blood
drive. To get started, follow the instructions at RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass
or use the Blood Donor App.

WHO GOES THERE?...Could there be animals hibernating on the museum
grounds? The Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield will present “Are You
Awake or Asleep? How Do Animals Spend the Winter?” this Sunday, January 27,
from 2 to 4 p.m.

Miller-Cory House Museum
Announces Winter Events
WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory
House Museum has announced its
winter schedule of events, beginning with “Are You Awake or Asleep?
How Do Animals Spend the Winter?” this Sunday, January 27, from 2
to 4 p.m. The museum is located at
614 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.
Who stays out in the cold and who
snugly hibernates? Attendees will
learn about animals’ winter living
habits, including Mr. Groundhog,
who may or may not see his shadow
in February. The program will include storytelling and children’s
crafts. Admission is $4 for ages 13
and older; $3 for ages 3 to 12, and
free for ages 2 and younger.
Upcoming Sunday programs at
the museum include “Hip, Hip Hooray! Celebrate Presidents’ Day” on
February 10; “18th Century Weeks
of Want” on March 10, and “Maple
Sugar Sunday” on March 31. Also
resuming in March is the museum’s
unique culinary program. Members
of the Cooking Committee, experts
in early American cuisine, demonstrate the preparation of dishes over
the museum’s open hearth, using
18th-century recipes and cooking
techniques.
The museum, a restored, fully-fur-

nished farmhouse built in 1740, is
available for group tours and other
community programs during the week.
Also available is the Showcase of
18th Century Skills, during which
volunteers visit local schools to demonstrate colonial-era crafts and to discuss or re-enact 18th-century life in
New Jersey.
For more information about the
Miller-Cory House Museum and its
activities, call the museum office at
(908) 232-1776 or email
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. The
website is millercoryhouse.com.

St. James School Sets
Sunday Open House
SPRINGFIELD — Saint James the
Apostle School, located at 45 South
Springfield Avenue, Springfield, will
hold an open house event this Sunday,
January 27, from 1 to 3 p.m. For more
information, call (973) 376-5194 or
email sjschool@sjspringfield.org.

ADS PLACED IN
THE LEADER/TIMES
BRING RESULTS

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

This is your new home
we are talking about
Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.
Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
Owen Brand
Mortgage Development Officer
Phone - 908.789.2730
Cell - 908.337.7282
Email - owen.brand@santander.us
NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. C0427_12F 12/09/16

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com
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KLAG, KREUSSER 8 PTS EACH; STAVACH 9 RBS, 3 ASSTS
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Ballyhoo Sports

Chatham’s Persistence Chills
Lady Blue Devil Cagers, 47-32
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Second and third chances, creating
turnovers, quick but effective passing
and timely 3-pointers kept the
Chatham Lady Cougars on the road to
a 47-32 victory over the hosting
Westfield Blue Devils on January 17.
The 11-3 Cougars’ persistence, with

the exception of two brief moments,
kept the 8-5 Lady Blue Devils in a
chase mode throughout the entire
game.
Their effective, sometimes
crosscourt, passing put the Cougars
in position on many occasions to get
an open shot from beyond the perimeter and they made good on six 3-

Page 9

pointers. The Blue Devils managed to
hit only three 3-pointers but Chatham
answered immediately with 3-pointers on two of them to prevent any shift
in momentum. Caroline Dwyer (3 rebounds, steal) sank two 3-pointers
and Ali Lisanti (rebound, steal) sank
the other 3-pointer. Cougar Michaela
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BOSSING A BOSS...Blue Devil Jeremy Silber, top, comes around on top of Rayway’s Corey Boss in his 132-lb bout. Silber
won a wild one, 12-10, and the Blue Devils defeated Rahway, 43-22, in Rahway on January 18.

LODER, SILBER WIN BIG; SIMPSON CRADLES TO WIN

Blue Devils Slip Past Rahway
In Wrestling Showdown, 43-22
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SURROUNDED BY COUGARS...Blue Devil freshman Grace Klag, No. 33, finds herself surrounded by three Chatham
Cougars at Westfield High School on January 17. The Chatham girls defeated the Blue Devils, 47-32.

Solid performances from veterans
and some of the younger wrestlers on
both teams made for a very entertaining evening in the showdown match
between the Westfield Blue Devils,
sporting a 5-0 record, and the hosting
8-1 Rahway Indians on January 18.
As it turned out, the Blue Devil veterans and several less experienced wres-

* Correction – Cranford Actually Won Its *
5th Straight UCT Wrestling Title on January 12

tlers came up with the better performances in key bouts to claim a 43-22
victory.
The Blue Devils got off to a good
start in the opening bout when Anthony Ciotta pinned Antonio Arroyo
with a half nelson/tight waist in 3:54
at 138-lbs. After Rahway’s Rhise
Royster received a forfeit at 145-lbs,
Ashwan Harris claimed a 17-7 major
decision over Theo Dardia at 152-lbs

to give the Indians a 10-6 team lead.
However Mike Price earned the
Blue Devils six points when he pinned
Jon Tilton in 4:43 with a half nelson
at 160-lbs. Veteran Jordan Simpson,
facing Nevon Quinones, stretched
Westfield’s lead to 18-10 when he
initiated his 170-lb bout with a
double-leg tackle and ended it with a
cradle in 1:12.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Open House Sunday, January 27th 1-4

AJ BENCIVENGA DEFEATS GUERRERO, NOCK WINS BIG

Cougar Wrestlers Roar Past
Roselle Park Panthers, 50-17
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Midseason injuries forced both
teams to make adjustments but the
hosting Cranford High School wres-

tling team had the resources to make
its adjustments work out well in a 5017 victory over the Roselle Park Panthers on January 16. The 7-2 Cougars enjoyed the luxury of receiving

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING OF THE END...Cougar Dean Smith, top, pinned PantherJulian
Colon with a pullback half nelson in is 132-lb bout on January 16.

forfeits in the first two slated bouts
of the evening and another at the
very end in addition to pulling out a
few key victories.
“We had some injuries and some
illnesses, so we did some bumping
around but I was impressed with how
well we wrestled in different weight
classes. They didn’t have a full lineup
either. It feels good always to get a
win over them but I know they didn’t
have their strongest lineup,” Cougar
Head Coach Pat Gorman pointed out.
After Cougars Matt Doran and Zach
Blevins received forfeits at 195-lbs
and 220-lbs, respectively, Cougar
freshman Kevin Shriner won a key
bout at 285-lbs against Dave Torres
and his short arm drag takedown in
the first period made the difference in
a 3-2 decision. Ronan Waters came
through with another key win when
he pulled off a slick duck-under
takedown then pinned Panther Justin
Llizo in 30 seconds with a tight waist/
half nelson at 106-lbs. Will Fernandez
followed with a 3-0 decision over
Danny Luc at 113-lbs to give Cranford
a 24-0 lead.

950 Minisink Way, Westfield

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Exquisitely craŌed luxury and natural beauty. Perfectly
nestled on a beauƟfully landscaped half acre in “Indian
Forest”. Rich millwork, beauƟful architectural detail,
upscale ﬁnishes and neutral paleƩe are evident in
every room, including the amazing outdoor space.
Stunning from start to ﬁnish, this custom 6 bedroom,
6.1 bath, 3-car garage Colonial will take your breath
away. No detail has been overlooked! $2,200,000.
www.950minisinkway.com

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!
Whether Buying or Selling, I Will Help Bring Your
Real Estate Transaction to a Successful Conclusion!
Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate
Immediate Reply Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com
www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555

For additional information or a private tour, please call:

Carol Tener
Sales Associate
Cell: 908-400-3670

Shari Schuster
Sales Associate
Cell: 201-725-3328

ol.Tener@cbmoves.com

Westﬁeld-West ȣ 600 North Avenue West, Westﬁeld ȣ 908-233-0065
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Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."
FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM
CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Blue Devils Slip Past Rahway in Mat Showdown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

“I didn’t know they had a 70pounder, so they tossed somebody
out there. I wrestled him like any
other match. I have been working on
a cradle recently. I had to bring my
team back. It was a rough start. I saw
the double, my go-to. Then I switched
to a single. The kid bellied out,”
Simpson described.
Veteran Tim Miller battered Jeff
Mendoza at 182-lbs, beginning his
bout with a far-leg takedown and a
stack nearfall, adding a head-and-arm/
walk around takedown and another
nearfall, then ending it all in 4:23 with
a wrist/half nelson.
Top control paid dividends in Blue
Devil Brendan Loder’s 195-lb bout
with Shimei Page. Although it was the
lowest-scoring bout of the evening,
the action was rugged throughout.
Scoreless in the first period, Loder
escaped in the second period.
“First period, I was just trying to
wear him down. I was hand fighting
pretty hard. He didn’t really like that,”

“Third period, I said if I broke him
down on his belly, I could win this
match. I knew if I could get him flat
and get a wrist or two, I could control
the rest of the period. I think he broke.
He started to stop wrestling, tried to
not get turned,” described Loder, who
added, “My offense could use some
work but I got the win, the team got
the win, so it was a good day.”
Rahway veteran Josh Darisme recorded a 30-second pin over Kevin
Vicuna at 220-lbs then Blue Devil
sophomore Jon Heard jumped up to
285-lbs to face Griffin Keat, who
placed second at the Union County
Tournament (UCT). Heard recorded
a spin-around takedown then Keat
escaped. In the second period, Keat
added a reversal with a loose Peterson
roll to take a 3-2 lead. Taking the
bottom position in the third period,
Heard was unable to escape and Keat
earned the win.
Next came a rematch at 106-lbs
between Blue Devil Luke Jacobs and

escape and a single-leg pry takedown
and Dalmau escaped in the second
period. Dalmau escaped in the third
but Hoerle won, 5-3.
CJ Composto received a forfeit at
126-lbs to increase Westfield’s lead
to 40-22 then in the final bout of the
evening, Jeremy Silber turned out to
be the boss in his 132-lb match-up
with Corey Boss but not without some
furious action.
Boss actually scored the first two
points after winning a wild scramble
but Silber escaped and added a fronthead takedown in the first period.
“He won the scramble. After that, I
tried to forget about it and work for
myself. I got out pretty quickly and
then from neutral, I tried to work my
stuff, work my front head,” Silber
explained.
Silber took a 5-2 lead early in the
second period after having success with
his classic sit-out/turn-in reversal.
“I sit out. Usually one of his ankles
or his thigh is there, so I will pull in a

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A PANTHER IN JEOPARDY...Cougar Max Nock, top, as he entwines Panther Pat Gergich, applies a three quarter nelson
to rack up some back points. Nock nailed down a 13-2 majority decision over Gergich in his 160-lb bout.

Cougar Wrestlers Roar Past Roselle Park, 50-17
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

“Ronan Waters went out there like
a different animal. It’s good to see
him turn the corner at the right time,”
Coach Gorman commented.
Panther Gabe Leo put six team
points on the board when he pinned
Brendan Reilly in 31 seconds using a
wrist-and-arm bar walkover combination at 120-lbs.
Panther Eddie Hummel, fresh off
a huge victory over state-ranked CJ
Composto (Westfield) for the Union
County Tournament (UCT) 126-lb
title, put on a clinic of takedowns to
claim a 23-8, 5:41 tech fall over Pat
Kalnins. Hummel executed
takedowns that included duckunders, snap downs, double-legs and
spin behinds, then showcased his devastating lateral throw takedown to
go with a smooth standing switch
reversal.
On his impressive victory over
Composto, Hummel, whose only other
NJ losses were to second-ranked Joe
Olivieri (Hanover Park) and sixthranked Brandon LaRue (High Point),
said, “We have only wrestled twice. I
know I am going to see him more and
I am looking forward to seeing him
more but I just got to work and I got to
get ready for it. I knew in the first
match that he likes to push. I got a
couple of stall calls, so I knew I had to
keep pushing the pressure, keep push-

ing him and it worked.”
After a scoreless first period at 132lbs Cougar Dean Smith converted a
pullback to a half nelson to show
Julian Colon the lights in the second
period. Next came Panther standout
Mark Montgomery facing off with
freshman Colin Murray at 138-lbs.
Montgomery initiated a pair of
takedowns and added a two-point front
stretcher in the first period. In the
second period, Murray went low for a
takedown and Montgomery answered
with a Mallory/step-over pin in 2:44
to make the team score 30-17.
Another thriller arrived at 145lbs when Cougar Jack Korzeneski,
trailing 3-1 in the third period, pulled
off a Fireman’s reversal to force
overtime where he added a spinaround takedown to defeat Drew
Graves, 5-3.
But the biggest key bout came next
at 152-lbs between AJ Bencivenga,
known for his stylish Fireman’s dump
takedown-to-back moves, and Panther Elvin Guerrero, who was quite
aware of the move and kept his elbows in tight. Bencivenga managed a
double-leg/spin takedown and
Guerrero escaped in the first period.
Bencivenga escaped in the second
period then in the third period, he
finally saw his opening and exercised
his four-point Fireman’s dump to back

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ABOUT TO ESCAPE...Panther Eddie Hummel prepares to escape the clutches of
Cougar Pat Kalnins in his 126-lb bout. Hummel won via 23-8 tech fall in 5:41.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
403 SOUTH AVENUE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Thursday, February 7, 2019 at 7:30 PM in the
Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey,
a Public Hearing will be held by the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains for Preliminary and Final
Major Site Plan and Variance approvals
(Sections 23-5.2c: conditional use variance required for existing private school in
R-1 Zone; 23-5.2c(2): lot coverage – 15%
maximum, 62.17% existing/proposed; 235.2c(3): setback of structures from street
and property lines – 100 feet minimum,
99.36 feet existing building, 18 feet existing/proposed ground sign, 30.7 feet proposed scoreboard; 23-7.6a: freestanding
sign (scoreboard) not permitted in R-1
Zone; 23-7.6h and 23-7.3a(10): freestanding sign illumination - LED, electronic
display scoreboard not permitted; 23-7.9a:
existing/proposed ground sign not permitted in R-1 Zone; 23-7.9i and 23-7.3a(10):
ground sign illumination – LED, electronic
display ground sign not permitted; waivers
from submission requirements) and such
other variances, relief and/or waivers that
may be required upon an analysis of the
plans and testimony at the Public Hearing
on the Application submitted by the Applicant/Owner, Union Catholic High School,
for the property located at 1600 Martine
Avenue, Block 12401, Lot 1 on the Tax
Map of the Township of Scotch Plains. The
Applicant is proposing to: construct a storage building of approximately 860 square
feet; replace existing ground sign with new
LED ground sign of approximately 29.8
square feet; and install a digital display,
LED scoreboard approximately 175 square
feet in area and 21 feet in height on the
school property which is located in the R1 Zone.
When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. All
documents related to this Application are
on file and available for public inspection in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, during
that office’s normal business hours.
Joseph A. Paparo, Esq.
Porzio Bromberg & Newman, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant
1 T - 01/24/19, The Times Fee: $50.49

RESOLUTION NO. 19-005
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood are required to contract for
Professional Legal Services to provide a
Municipal Public Defender to the Borough;
and
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood posted in accordance with law
on November 1, 2018, and received proposals on November 15, 2018, under a fair
and open process in accordance with P.L.
2004, c.19, as amended by P.L. 2005,
c.51; and
WHEREAS, the said Governing Body
has determined that such services are
professional services as defined in the
Local Public Contracts Law of the State of
New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law requires that a notice stating the nature, duration, services and amount of
each contract awarded as a professional
services contract be printed once in the
official newspaper of the municipality;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Council of the Borough of Garwood:
1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk be
and are hereby authorized and directed to
execute an agreement with Michael S.
Simitz, Esq., 345 Hemlock Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey 07027 for the provision of professional services for municipal
public defender services for the Borough
of Garwood; and
2. That said Contractor shall receive
fees not to exceed appropriations for 2019
Municipal Budget in accordance with the
proposal dated November 08, 2018; and
3. That the Borough Clerk be and is
hereby authorized and directed to maintain this resolution and the professional
services contract on file and available for
public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and
4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby
authorized and directed to publish a copy
of this notice as required by law.
I, Christina M Ariemma, Municipal Clerk
of the Borough of Garwood hereby attest
that this Resolution was adopted by the
Council of the Borough of Garwood on
January 2, 2019.
CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 1/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $50.49

maneuver to claim a 7-3 decision.
“I have wrestled Elvin plenty of
times. He knew it was coming. He
knew that I was going to come
[Fireman’s] dump. He was keeping
his arms in tight and was staying at a
low stance, so I tried some shrugs,
some arm drags, trying to get him
open, so I could get my underhook
and then hit my dump and get four
points. That made the difference,”
Bencivenga described.
“He [Guerrero] knows what’s going on and he [Bencivenga] still was
getting to it. It was a good overall
effort,” Coach Gorman commented.
On several occasions, Guerrero attempted to scoop Bencivenga’s ankle
for a takedown.
“I kept stepping over. I knew they
were coming. He would keep doing a
shrug and then he would drop down
low, so I was just jumping over his
hands before he could catch my foot,”
Bencivenga explained.
The next bout, 160-lbs, featured
Panther Pat Gergich and Cougar Max
Nock, who had been wrestling at the
JV level behind Bencivenga and
Ky’ell Roper, who was ill. Nock demonstrated that he too was quite talented when he exercised a slip-through
takedown, followed up with a front
single grapevine/head smother and
added a arm bar/tight waist walkover
to seize an 8-2 lead entering the third
period then he added a shrug-by
takedown and a nearfall to grab a 132 major decision.
“I tried to get in my legs, tried to get
a lot of points there. It seems to be
working a little bit for me and I tried
to get the fall at the end,” Nock said.
On his shrug-by takedowns, Nock
answered, “I felt that coming in on the
first round then I waited until the last
round. I just shrugged it by. It worked
pretty good.”
“We had some good wins against
them and Max Nock is what the program is all about. Today he had an
opportunity to go out there and because Ky’ell hasn’t been feeling that
well. He does what he did last year
when we put him on varsity. He gets
the win,” Coach Gorman said.
The last active bout of the evening
had Evan Kanterman amassing five
takedowns, an escape and a penalty
point to claim a 12-4 major decision
over Jon Estivene at 170-lbs. Cougar
Justin Alpaugh-McLean received a
forfeit at 182-lbs.
BOUT SEQUENCE:
195: — Doran C won forfeit
220: — Blevins C won forfeit
285: — Shriner C d Torres 3-2
106: — Waters C p Llizo :30
113: — Fernandez C d Luc 3-0
120: — Leo R p Reilly :31
126: — Hummel R tf Kalnins 23-8 5:41
132: — Smith C p Colon 2:13
138: — Montgomery R p Murray 2:44
145: — Korzeneski C d Graves 5-3 SV
152: — Bencivenga C d Guerrero 7-3
160: — Nock C md Gergich 13-2
170: — Kanterman C md Estivene 124
182: — Alpaugh-McLean C won forfeit

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
The 2019 Tax List may now be viewed
between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday in Room 104 (Assessor’s
Office) in the Cranford Municipal Building,
8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford.
Peter J. Barnett
Assessor
1 T - 01/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $9.69

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process
in
accordance
with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-104 authorizing
said Contract are available for public inspection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.
AWARDED TO: Animal Control Solutions, LLC, 2 Marshall Drive, Flemington,
New Jersey 08822
SERVICE: Animal Control Services
FEE: Not to exceed $49,200.00 per year
DURATION: 2 (two) years
SERVICE: Emergency Veterinary Services
FEE: $3,000.00
DATE: January 15, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 01/24/19, The Leader Fee: $22.95

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING A HUGE WIN...Blue Devil Anthony Ciotta, right, works a double-leg takedown on Rahway’s Antonio Arroyo
in his 138-lb bout. Ciotta won by pin.

Loder said. “I tried to work some
shots in. Second period, chose bottom. Got out quick. I got in a couple
of times with some shots. I didn’t
finish.”
Loder had the top position in the
third and virtually plowed Paige all
over the mat. In the process, Paige
was warned twice for stalling and
Loder emerged with a 2-0 victory.

Kaelan Francois, who nipped him, 119, for the UCT title. This bout would be
just as wild. Francois hit a double-leg
takedown at the end of the first period.
Jacobs escaped in the second period

single [leg] and try to finish it,” Silber
described.
Boss escaped but Silber pulled off
a slick far-ankle takedown in an attempt to get some back points.

Blue Devils to Face
Cougars in Mat Clash
The unbeaten 6-0 Westfield High
School wrestling team will face the
8-2 Cranford Cougars tomorrow,
Friday, January 25, in Cranford at 7
p.m. The Cougars’ only losses are
to South Plainfield and Newton.
The showdown will be a clash between the two top teams in Union
County.

Westfield Wrestlers
Rap Summit, 65-15
The Westfield High School wrestling team improved to 5-0 with a 6515 victory over the Summit
Hilltoppers in Westfield on January
16. The key bout of the evening was at
195-lbs when Blue Devil Brendan
Loder pinned Jack Hedges in 2:37.
CJ Composto recorded WHS’s fastest pin when he briefly showed Chris
DiSibio the lights in 0:07 at 126-lbs.
Luke Hoerle (120-lbs) won by 20-3
tech fall over John Rohe, Jeremy Silber
(132-lbs) pinned Dylan Schaffer in 1:24
and Theo Dardia (145-lbs) pinned Trey
Richardson in 3:53.Jordan Simpson
pinned Landon Dixon in 1:58 at 170lbs. Luke Jacobs (106-lbs), Quinn
Gimblette (113-lbs), Tim Miller (182lbs), Jon Heard (220-lbs) and Tom
DeRosa (285-lbs) received forfeits.
Hilltopper Pat Nevins (138-lbs)
beat Anthony Ciotta, 8-3, Justin
D’Angelo-James (152-lbs) pinned
James Greco and Dante Hauer (160lbs) pinned Mike Price in 3:42.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
2019 AFFORDABLE HOUSING
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
AND DOWNTOWN
REDEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
MEETING SCHEDULE
(Potential for quorum of the
Township Council)
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that a quorum of the members of the Scotch
Plains Township Council may be in attendance at the 2019 Meeting Dates of the
Affordable Housing Advisory Committee
that meet at 6pm; and the Downtown Redevelopment Committee that meets 7pm,
on the following dates in 2019:
February 13
March 13
April 10
May 8
June 12
July 10
August 14
September 11
October 9
November 13
December 11
No formal action will be taken by the
Township Council.
BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 01/24/19, The Times Fee: $28.56

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SNAKING HIS WAY AROUND...Blue Devil Quinn Gimblette, top, snakes his
way around on Rahway’s Randolph Manongsong in his 113-lb bout.

but was taken down again just before
the buzzer. In the third period, Jacobs
got a two-point tilt but Francois answered with a reversal to take a 6-3
lead. Jacobs escaped and used a
Mallory step-over takedown to knot
the score and send the bout into overtime. After a scramble, Francois got
the takedown and an 8-6 win, making
the score 27-22 Westfield.
Quinn Gimblette used his snaky
leg wrestling style to claim a 15-2
major decision over Randolph
Manongsong at 113-lbs. Next came
another rematch. Blue Devil Luke
Hoerle, who had defeated Chris
Dalmau for the UCT 120-lb title
faced off at center mat. Hoerle recorded a barrel roll takedown and
Dalmau escaped. Hoerle added an

Linden Matmen Nip
SPF Raiders, 36-33
The Linden High School wrestling
team nipped the 6-9 Scotch PlainsFanwood Raiders, 36-33, in Linden
on January 18. The Tigers won eight
of the 14 bouts. Raider Zach
Zimmerman pinned Ibn Hall in 5:20
at 220-lbs then Eddie Smith pinned
Krystian Pasek in 1:26 at 285-lbs.
Anthony Robinson pinned Suyai
Varela in 1:28 at 132-lbs. Harrison
Wustefeld topped Aleck Lorimus, 42, at 170-lbs. Alex Oslislo (195-lbs)
and Brandon Bowles (113-lbs) received forfeits.
For the Tigers, Nick Sanchez
topped Joe Larimore, 7-3, at 106-lbs.
Mike Kalfa decisioned Andre
Carinhas, 6-2, at 120-lbs. Jose
Gonzalez claimed a 15-4 majority
decision over Kyle Robinson at 126lbs. At 138-lbs, Andrew Cuervo beat
Ben Root, 10-4, and at 145-lbs, Kerlin
Jerome pinned Mateo Velez in 3:36.
Ken Rosenbaum won by 20-5 technical fall over Martin Rogoff in 5:30 at
152-lbs. At 160-lbs, Alex Dorce
pinned Tim Roden in 2:26. Mike
Afolabi received a forfeit at 182-lbs.

“I had a front head. He stepped up,
so I dropped my knee and tried to
reach for the far ankle to lock up a
cradle. Unfortunately I wasn’t able to
lock up the cradle,” Silber said.
Boss escaped again but Silber added
a side-leg takedown to extend his lead
to 9-4. Boss was not done yet and
added a pair of escapes and two
takedowns in the third period, while
Silber added an escape and a takedown
to earn a 12-10 decision.
BOUT SEQUENCE:
138: — Ciotta W p Arroyo, 3:54
145: — Royster R won forfeit
152: — Harris R md Dardia, 17-7
160: — Price W p Tilton, 4:43
170: — Simpson W p Quinones 1:12
182: — Miller W p Mendoza, 4:23
195: — Loder W d Paige, 2-0
220: — Darisme R p Vicuna, :30
285: — Keat R d Heard, 3-2
106: — Francois R d Jacobs 8-6 SV
113: — Gimblette W md Manongsong,
15-2
120: — Hoerle W d Delmau, 5-3
126: — Composto W won forfeit
132: — Silber W d Boss, 12-10

Rahway Indians Top
Raider Matmen, 48-20
The Rahway High School wrestling team defeated the hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 48-20, on
January 16. Raider Brandon Bowles
defeated Kaelan Francois, 5-1, at 113lbs, Anthony Robinson claimed a 172, 2:29 technical fall over Alex
Arqueta at 132-lbs, Bobby Root
pinned Antonio Arroyo in 1:22 at
138-lbs and Alex Oslislo pinned Jeff
Mendoza in 1:38 at 182-lbs.
Rahway won two key bouts when
Shimei Paige defeated Zach
Zimmerman, 5-2, at 195-lbs and Josh
Darisme topped Eddie Smith, 7-2, at
220-lbs. Chris Delmau (120-lbs),
Corey Boss (126-lbs), Ashan Harris
(145-lbs), Rhise Royster (152-lbs),
Nevin Quinones (170-lbs) and Griffin
Keat (285-lbs) won by pin. Jon Tilton
(160-lbs) and Randolph Manongsong
(106-lbs) won by decision.
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

7-11 of Garwood

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

309 North Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 on Central Ave

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

800 Central Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Chatham’s Persistence Chills Blue Devils, 47-32
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Ford, who finished with a game-high
19 points, sank three 3-pointers, Tess
Ford (8 points) hit a pair of 3-pointers
and Lea Casano-Boris hit one 3pointer. Cougar Shannon Donohoe
became the beneficiary of a number
of those second and third chances and
finished with 11 points.
“We recognized that they beat
Morristown last year for their county
championship. I saw them play Oak
Knoll. They took them out by 30
points. I think we went into this and
played very sloppy defense and we
didn’t move on offense. Both those
things contributed to the loss today,”
Blue Devil senior Lily Maz said.
“They are a great shooting team but
we knew that coming in. We had to
box out, we knew there were going to
be long rebounds and none of us boxed
out. We played really sloppy,” Senior
Sam Stravach added.

bounds, assist) and Chloe Kreusser
(steal, 2 rebounds) each scored eight
points and Charlotte Dursee (1 point)
contributed two rebounds, an assist
and a steal. Maz contributed strong
defense and an assist.
Chatham’s defense definitely had
success creating turnovers and converting several to fast-break lay-ups.
“They were a very intense defense.
They were all over. They had everything covered. They had the front.
They had the back court covered.
They never let up,” Stravach expressed.
The Blue Devils were off-course in
their shooting early on and trailed
Chatham, 4-0, before Kreusser managed to put in a lay-up but Tess Ford
banged a 3-pointer to put the Cougars
in front 7-3 with 3:55 left in the first
quarter. Stravach got underneath for
two but Casano-Boris hit a 3-pointer

More troubles with ball control by
Westfield allowed Chatham to roll with
a 10-0 run in the fourth quarter before
Dwyer hit her second 3-pointer then
Donohoe ended the game with a lay-up.
Earlier in the week, however, the
Blue Devils did achieve a rarity when
they beat Roselle Catholic for the
second time this season.
“It was a great feeling when Caroline
Dwyer made that final three-pointer
to get us that win but being able to
beat a team three times is very difficult. They know what you do. I guarantee we are going to see them again
in the Union County Tournament. I
am excited to play them again and I
know we can compete with them, so
I’m ready,” Maz expressed.
“It was awesome! We were playing
flat the entire game, so I didn’t really
think we were going to get the win but
we put it together at the end. Caroline

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING THROUGH “BLUE”...Raider Christian Piesch, No. 22, tries to drive through Blue Devils Hank Shapiro, No. 10,
and Mike Kane, No. 14. Witnessed by a roaring, capacity crowd, the Blue Devils nipped the Raiders, 60-59, in Scotch Plains.

WF’S CROWLEY NETS 14; SPF’S GUY, PORTER 16 EACH

Blue Devils Hold Off Raiders
In Boys’ Hoops Action, 60-59
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ON THE DEFENSIVE...Blue Devils Sam Stravach, No. 22, and Chloe Kreusser, No. 21, defend as Cougar Shannon Donohoe,
center, dribbles the ball.

“Sam and I actually played against
Michaela in middle school, so this is
the first time in a long time we played
against her and she’s always a very
strong player. I don’t know her sister
or the other girl but we had seen them
through our scouting that they were
all very strong shooters. They could
shoot their lights out and I think that’s
something we didn’t cover today, especially through our defense getting
out on those shooters. Those threepointers were uncontested and that’s
what we have to get to work on,” Maz
expressed.
Stravach led the Blue Devils with
nine rebounds, two blocked shots and
three assists, while putting in six
points. Freshmen Grace Klag (7 re-

IHA, Bergen Catholic
Top WF in Swimming
The Immaculate Heart Academy
girls swim team defeated the
Westfield Blue Devils, 102-5-67.5,
and the Bergen Catholic boys edged
the Blue Devil boys, 89.5-80.5, at
the Westfield ‘Y’ on January 22.
See account of the events in the
January 31 edition of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times.

B-Ball Cougars Rap
Crusader Boys, 57-44
After dropping a pair of two-point
game before defeating South Plainfield,
the Cranford High School boys basketball team evened its record to 5-5
with a 57-44 victory over the ALJ
Crusaders on January 17. Assists came
in handy and Kevin Donovan, who had
four points, dished out six assists.
Jeremy Ruka led the Cougars with
15 points, including two 3-pointers,
Hunter Goff and Cole Blazek (3 steals)
each netted 12 points, and Arjun
Petgrave put up eight points. Joe
Carrea, Dennis DeMarino and Devin
Haughey each scored two points.

as the Cougars eventually won the
quarter, 12-7.
Dwyer hit one of her 3-pointers to
open the second quarter but Tess Ford
quickly answered with her second 3pointer. A little later with the help of
some fine assists, the Blue Devils went
on a 6-0 run to take their first lead of the
game but this time Michaela Ford answered with a 3-pointer and followed
up with a fast-break lay-up to give
Chatham a 22-18 lead at the half.
Kreusser was fouled very early in
the third quarter and sank both of her
free throws then the Blue Devils took
a 23-22 lead when Stravach assisted
Lisanti on her 3-pointer; but as fate
would have it in this game, Michaela
Ford nailed her second 3-pointer.
Stravach assisted Klag on a lay-up to
narrow Chatham’s lead to three but
Michaela Ford sank her third 3-pointer
at the end of the quarter to make the
score, 35-29.
“We definitely could have won this
game and those glimpses showed what
kind of team we are. When we play as
a team, we win games. It’s not an
individual. We can’t dribble past everyone. We need to make assists and
play together and that’s how we are
going to win,” Stravach said.
“Assists are a key component to the
game. I love getting assists more than
I love getting points,” Maz revealed.
“I think that’s something we need to
work on, having bounce passes, getting the ball high to Grace [Klag] with
ball fakes and today we lacked that,
which led to a lot of turnovers. These
are basic skills of basketball and we
need to keep on with.”

made that three but once Ali [Lisanti]
made those free throws, I knew we are
going to do it. I am excited to see them
again. I think we can beat them three
times,” Stravach said.
Chatham
Westfield

12 10 13 12
7 11 11 3

47
32

Blue Devils Tame Lions
In Girls B-Ball, 50-47
For the second time this season, the
Westfield High School girls basketball team knocked off the Roselle
Catholic Lions. This time the 8-4 Blue
Devils earned a 50-47 victory on January 15. Freshman Grace Klag recorded
13 points, six rebounds, an assist and
two steals, while senior Sam Stravach
had 11 points, three blocks, three rebounds and an assist. Caroline Dwyer
hit trip 3-pointers and added five rebounds and an assist.
Ali Lisanti had seven points, four
assists, four rebounds and a block.
Chloe Kreusser had six points, seven
rebounds, three assists, two steals and
a block. Charlotte Dursee had four
points, two assists and two rebounds.
Senior Lily Maz led the team with six
assists, while adding a pair of rebounds and a steal. Sam Lefteris had
an assist.
Amaris Jenkins led the 5-5 Lions
with 16 points, including four 3-pointers. Taniya Hanner had 14 points,
including two 3-pointers, and Jenissa
Encarnacion had nine points, including a 3-pointer.
Westfield
Roselle Catholic

14 9 11 16
13 10 13 11

50
47

Pat School
Cranford

9 12 13 17
4 6 6 15

49
31

WF Hockey Club Hosts
Clinic at WF Rink
The Westfield Hockey Club hosted
an all-girls ice hockey clinic that was
run by Westfield’s own women’s professional ice hockey player, Rebecca
Morse at the Westfield Rink on January 14.
Rebecca grew up in Westfield as
one of the few girls in the area playing
ice hockey, progressed to play hockey
in college on the women’s team at
Providence College, and now plays
professional for the Metropolitan Riveters in the National Women’s Hockey
League (NWHL) while also holding
down a full-time marketing job at a
global bank. With the growth in
hockey locally, and particularly the
girl’s game, the clinic maxed out at 55
girls from Westfield that attended.

fourth quarter.
Fletcher, who has played very well
of late, scored again inside and completed another three-point play after
being fouled on the basket, pulling
the Raiders to within 49-38 with six
minutes remaining. Moments later
Guy penetrated into the lane and
scored, also completing a three-point
play after being fouled and suddenly
the Raiders were within eight, 50-42,
with 4:27 on the clock.
The Raiders had turned the game
around with a pressing defense that
took Westfield out of it’s rhythm.
“They sped us up and at one point,
we were playing not to lose instead of
playing to win,” said McKeon. “Our
guys needed to settle down a little bit
but hats off to Scotch Plains. That was
all them. They never quit. They kept
fighting, they kept scrapping. Their
point guard hit a big time three-pointer
and then they got into their press and
we only handled it okay. We can be
better at that. It is something we need
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Blue Devil Keglers Top ALJ,
Union; Up Record to 11-1
The Westfield High School bowling team improved to 11-1 with a 5-2
victory over AL Johnson on January
15 and a 7-0 shutout of Union on
January 16 at Jersey Lanes. Against
ALJ, the Blue Devil won Game 1,
1008-911, lost Game 2 862-847 but
recovered to win Game 3 982-856 to
win the pin count 2,837-2,629. Against
Union, the Blue Devils won all three
game and had a pin count of 2,950 to
the Farmers’ 2,625.
Dylan Kurstedt rolled the high series of 633 against ALJ with games of
234, 186 and 213. Dante Morales
rolled a 215, 183 and 192 for a 590
totla and Trey Rabimowitz rolled a
199, 173 and 201 for a 573 total.
William Shepard rolled games of 224,
171 and 162 for a 557. Jon Grossman
rolled a 136 and a 134, and Austin
Peterson rolled a 214.
ALJ’s Toan Le rolled a series of
607 with games of 235, 181 and 191.
Evandro Galli rolled games of 179,
159 and 200 for a total of 538. An-

drew Beach had a 534 series with
games of 196, 183 and 155. Nick
Kelly rolled games of 161, 188 and
182 for a 531 total, and Jeff King
rolled games of 140, 151 and 128 for
a 419 total.
Morales came up big against the
Farmers with games of 192, 224 and
225 for a 641 series. Kurstedt had a
total of 639 with games of 245, 193
and 201. Shepard had games of 224,
187 and 210 for a 621 total. Peterson
rolled a 160, 182 and 184 for a 526
series. Rabinowitz rolled a 160 and
Grossman rolled games of 193 and
170.
Al-Tariq Green ate up the lanes
with games of 234, 269 (high) and
192 for the high series of 695. Kevin
Oliveira rolled games of 197, 257 and
190 for a 644 total. Gabby Martinez
rolled games of 167, 192 and 164 for
a 523 total. Namir Mallard had a 447
series with games of 119, 144 and
184. Ashleigh Simpson rolled a 108,
88 and 120.

Goods & Services You Need
JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Handyman

Pat School Girls Defeat
Cougar Cagers, 49-31
The Patrick School girls basketball
team defeated the Cranford Cougars,
49-31, in Cranford on January 15.
Lauren Williamson scored eight
points, including a 3-pointer, and
added four steals for the 5-5 Cougars.
Kirsten Williams had six points and
Olivia Speer had seven rebounds,
three points, three assists and three
steals. KC Pringle (4 rebounds),
Gianna Toretta and Meghan Santarelli
each netted two points.. Katy Wheatly
scored five points and Elizabeth
McCaffery had a 3-pointer and two
assists.
Lashae Dwyer scored 14 points (2
3-pointers) and had six steals for the
Pat School and Dana Hill nailed trip
3-pointers. Ansonah Alexander had
seven points and 12 rebounds.

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team built a 19-point lead
in the second half then hung on for
dear life to claim a 60-59 victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on January
17 at Scotch Plains. Matt Crowley led
the Blue Devils with 14 points, while
Griffin Rooney added 10 points.
The two border rivals engaged in a
back-and-forth first quarter with
Westfield holding a 15-13 lead. The
Blue Devils gained separation in the
second quarter, scoring 18 points to
take a 33-21 lead into the half.
Westfield was sparked in the quarter
by recent addition, Jacob Walsh, a
transfer, who scored eight points after
entering the game midway through
the first quarter.
“He’s an energy guy, a skilled basketball player,” said Westfield Head
Coach Jim McKeon. “He can knock
down shots, play the point and the two
guard spots. We’re glad to have him.
He has been very beneficial to us in
the last two games.”
The Raiders meanwhile struggled
to find their offensive game in the
quarter, connecting on just two field
goals and scoring eight points.
“We weren’t playing as a team early
in the game,” said Raider junior Justin Guy. “Our coach has been stressing that since the beginning of the

season. In the second half, we started
doing that and everything started clicking. We got better shots, played better
defense, those were the big factors in
helping us get back into the game.”
Guy was a big factor in helping the
Raiders get back into the game. Guy,
along with Anthony Porter, led all
scorers with 16 points. Still, things
did not turn around right away for the
home team. Westfield started the third
quarter very much as it ended the
first half. A Crowley 3-pointer from
the top of the key increased the lead
to 40-25. Tommy McGuire followed
with a floater in the lane to make it
42-25. Then a steal and a lay-up by
Sebastian Ferrero gave Westfield a
seemingly insurmountable 44-25
lead with four minutes remaining in
the third quarter. But the Raiders
were not ready to give up and
mounted a stunning rally from that
point forward. Justin Fletcher scored
inside and completed a three-point
play that fueled an 8-2 run that closed
the gap to 47-33 heading into the
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Devil’s Den

WHS Record Book:
Boys Swimming
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sometime between this Sunday and
February 23, the legacy of the WHS
boys swimming team will be decided.
This Sunday is the 68th Union County
championships, which WHS has won
63 of the previous 67 meets. February
23 is the state Public A finals, which
would involve getting past a tough
Bridgewater-Raritan squad in the sectional final, something that hasn’t
happened since 2016, the last time the
Blue Devils won it all.
But WHS has won the Public A title
12 times in the 24 years since 1995,
when the public and parochial schools
split into separate tournaments. WHS
has also been the state runnerup five
times and lost in the sectional finals
the other seven years.
WHS has pretty much been the
county’s premier program and a Top5 team in the state since 1955. For
some perspective, Elvis Presley released “Heartbreak Hotel” in January
1956.
Meanwhile,
coach
Steve
Whittington has been waiting a year
to get his girls swim captains to the
trophy presentation. They’ll have to
get past four-time champion Scotch
Plains, which they beat convincingly
last month in a dual meet. The Devils
have won 32 of the 41 county championships. But they’ve had no team,
individual or relay winners since 2014.
BOYS SWIMMING RECORDS
TEAM
Most wins, season
17 1991, 1992
16 1990, 2012, 2016
15 1993, 1995, 2013, 2014
Longest win/unbeaten streak
59 1957-62
45 1962-65
INDIVIDUAL
Most state championships (individual,
relay)
7 Darren Hertell (4,3)
6 Dave Perkowski (3,3)
6 John Ketcham (3,3)
6 Gordon Clark (5,1)
6 Steve Schmitt (5,1)
5 Roger Anderson (5,0)
Most county championships (individual, relay)
14 Darren Hertell (8,6)
10 Chris McFadden (7,3)
10 Ryan Bartholomew (5,5)
10 Chris DeLaFuente (6,4)
10 Matt Meserole (6,4)
9 Paul Healy (6,3)
Four-time county champion, same
event
Matt Frawley, diving, 1982-85
Darren Hertell, 200 IM, 1990-93
Darren Hertell, 100 back, 1990-93
Ryan Bartholomew, 50 free, 2001-04
Chris DeLaFuente, 100 fly, 2006-09
Matt Meserole, 100 back, 2007-10
Three-time county champion, same
event
John Ketcham, 100 back
Steve Schramm, diving
Chris Nolan, 100 back
Chris McFadden, 500 free
Dave Schwartz, 100 breast

Roger Anderson won five individual
state championships from 1953-55 and
later starred at Yale. He was inducted
to the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
in 2006.
Tim Romano, 500 free
Seth Burstein, 100 fly
Zach Coppa, 200 free
Pat Daurio, 200 IM
FIVE FASTEST TIMES
200 medley relay
1:34.50 2017
D. Lindros, S. Warren, C. Daniel, A.
Collins
1:35.26 2018
R. Bebel, S. Warren, C. Daniel, C. Prieto
1:35.30 2016
D. Lindros, S. Warren, C. Daniel, A.
Kreusser
1:36.26 2018
R. Bebel, S. Warren, C. Daniel, E. Bebel
1:36.35 2017
D. Lindros, S. Warren, C. Daniel, J.
Cifelli
200 freestyle
1:40.70 Chris DeLaFuente, 2009
1:41.53 John Lindros, 2015
1:42.54 Chris McFadden, 1987
1:43.50 Aedan Collins, 2016
1:43.62 Griff Morgan, 2017
200 individual medley
1:52.27 Darren Hertell, 1993
1:54.42 Ryan Bebel, 2017
1:55.61 Pat Daurio, 2005
1:56.04 Tim Romano, 1997
1:57.62 Kevin Clauss, 2015
50 freestyle
21.42 Matt Meserole, 2010
21.43 Aaron Weber, 1987
21.60 Ryan Bartholomew, 2004
21.64 Brendan Lechner, 1996
21.65 Sean Schafer, 1994
100 butterfly
51.05 Matt Meserole, 2010
51.22 Chris DeLaFuente, 2009

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION
DOCKET NO. F-018024-18
FILE NO. 51333-746

amount required to redeem the premises
referred to in the aforementioned tax sale
certificate is the sum of $33,827.26, which
includes the amount due on said tax sale
certificate, subsequent taxes and interest
as of December 31, 2018, together with
costs duly taxed in the sum of $1,102.35.
An exact redemption amount must be obtained from the municipal tax collector;
and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the
18th day of March, 2019, during normal
office hours, at the office of the Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth, 50 WinfieldScott Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey, be
and the same is hereby fixed as the time
and place for the redemption of the said
lands as described in the amended complaint and making up the premises concerning which the amended complaint is
filed, and that thereupon the defendant
who redeems shall be entitled to the certificate of tax sale duly endorsed for cancellation; and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in default of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth, and
the plaintiff, the said sum, interest and
costs aforesaid, the said defendants stand
absolutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible interest
of inheritance in fee simple, to said lands
and premises. Anything to the contrary
notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until the entry of final judgment
including the whole of the last date upon
which judgment is entered; and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not known,
a copy of this Order or Notice thereof directed to such defendants shall be published in the Westfield Leader, a newspaper circulating in Union County, at least one
time, not less than ten days prior to the date
fixed for redemption by this Order; and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or Notice thereof directed to
the Unknown Owners/Unknown Claimants,
their heirs, devisees and personal representatives, and their or any of their successors in right, title and interest, be posted to
the premises being foreclosed herein, no
less than twenty (20) days prior to the date
fixed for redemption by this Order; and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them such
a copy or notice not later than ten days
prior to the date fixed for redemption of the
lands and premises by this Order; and
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth, and that said
Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth certify
to this Court whether the premises were or
were not redeemed from the plaintiff’s tax
sale certificate in accordance with the terms
of this Order.
Hon. Katherine Dupuis, P.J.Ch.
Respectfully Recommended
R.1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
KEITH A. BONCHI, ESQUIRE
KAB032321983
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, First Floor
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1 T - 1/24/19, The Leader Fee: $140.76

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACE
AND AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION
FUNDING, INC. CFT SERVICES, LLC AS CUSTODIAN
FOR PHOENIX; PLAINTIFF(S)
VS. MARY E. BAKER, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; JOHN
DOE, HUSBAND OF MARY E.
BAKER, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;
ROGER BAKER, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; MRS.
ROGER BAKER; VALLEY
NATIONAL BANK; GLOBE
FUEL COMPANY; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; UNKNOWN
OWNERS/UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS, THEIR HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; DEFENDANT(S)
THIS MATTER being opened to the court
by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Corporation, Attorneys for Plaintiff, and it appearing that default has been entered
against the defendants, MARY E BAKER,
her heirs, devisees and personal representatives, and their or any of their successors in right, title and interest; JOHN DOE,
Husband of Mary E. Baker, said name
John Doe being fictitious; ROGER BAKER,
his heirs, devisees and personal representatives, and their or any of their successors in right, title and interest; MRS. ROGER
BAKER; VALLEY NATIONAL BANK;
GLOBE FUEL COMPANY; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; UNKNOWN OWNERS/
UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS, their heirs, devisees and personal representatives, and
their or any of their successors in right, title
and interest; that plaintiff has produced
before this court tax sale certificate #1500214, certified to be a true copy, which
certificate is dated June 14, 2016 and is of
record in the Union County Clerk’s Office
on, in Book 14133 of Mortgages, page 7,
as instrument #626200, which covers Block
8, Lot 1446. By assignment dated May 12,
2017, said tax sale certificate was assigned to plaintiff, which assignment was
recorded in the Union County Clerk’s Office on June 6, 2017, in book 1435 of
assignments, page 163, as instrument
#169756. Said certificate, and its assignment, have been marked Exhibit P-1 on
the part of the plaintiff. More than two years
have elapsed since the sale of said lands
by the City of Elizabeth, and the lands have
not been redeemed from the tax sale; that
plaintiff has produced before this court its
Certification showing that there is due on
said tax sale certificate, together with subsequent taxes and interest, the sum of
$33,827.26 as of December 31, 2018; and
IT IS on this 17th day of January, 2019,
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the

51.41 Colin Daniel, 2018
51.83 Seth Burstein, 1999
51.92 John Lindros, 2014
100 freestyle
46.67 Chris DeLaFuente, 2009
46.73 Matt Meserole, 2010
47.14 John Lindros, 2014
47.17 Aaron Weber, 1988
47.54 Eric Bebel, 2018
500 freestyle
4:33.74 Chris McFadden, 1987
4:42.79 John Lindros, 2015
4:44.68 P.J. Harley, 2007
4:46.58 Tim Romano, 1997
4:47.55 Brennan Haley, 2012
200 freestyle relay
1:25.90 2017
E. Bebel, G. Morgan, R. Bebel, A.
Collins
1:27.72 2017
E. Bebel, R. Bebel, J.Cifelli, G. Morgan
1:27.80 2016
A. Collins, E. Bebel, R. Daniel,
A.Kreusser
1:27.852014
J. Lindros, T. Lessner, A. Barmakian,
L. McGrory
1:27.94 2016
A. Collins, R. Daniel, W. Sincox, A.
Kreusser
100 backstroke
50.41 Matt Meserole, 2010
52.38 Darren Hertell, 1993
52.55 Ryan Bebel, 2018
52.57 David Lindros, 2016
52.88 Rob Schundler, 1995
100 breaststroke
56.93 Steven Warren, 2018
57.52 Dave Schwartz, 1992
58.11 Tyler Lessner, 2014
58.27 Pat Daurio, 2005
58.62 Stephen Husch, 2015
400 freestyle relay
3:10.57 2009
DeLaFuente, E.Paulan, J.Lorentzen,
M.Meserole
3:10.67 2017
G. Morgan, E. Bebel, R. Bebel, A.
Collins
3:14.01 2015
J. Lindros, R. Bebel, K.Clauss, A.
Collins
3:14.23 2018
E. Bebel, T. Diamantopolous, C. Daniel,
R. Bebel
3:14.36 2009
C.DeLaFuente, M. Oster, J. Lorentzen,
M. Meserole

WINTER WIPEOUT!
Saturday’s schedule was erased by
the weather. (It wasn’t a problem down
here in Bucks County, Pa.) Cancelled
were the Woodbridge Bowling Tournament and a wrestling quad meet at
West Morris. Postponed until a later
date were boys basketball (varsity,
jayvee, freshman) vs. Columbia, girls
basketball vs. Scotch Plains, winter
track’s State Group Relays and the ice
hockey team’s Union County Tournament final against Summit.

WRESTLING
Junior CJ Composto bounced back
from his first loss of the season (in the
county finals) to pin his Summit opponent in a school-record seven seconds! “It was a slow count and
should’ve been six seconds,” coach
Glen Kurz said. The previous school
record was eight seconds, by Chris
Jordan (1989) and Eric Gozdieski
(2011). For those wondering, twotime Olympian Chris Campbell’s
quickest plant at WHS was in 18
seconds against Montclair in 1973.
Nationally ranked Bergen Catholic, No. 1 in New Jersey, claimed an
excellent former wrestler had transferred to Paramus High for “athletic”
advancement (Paramus is currently
3-7). The athlete, who had accused
BC’s coach and staff with sexual assault and harassment, was granted the
transfer by the NJSIAA. And here I
had always thought that all transfers
TO catholic megapower sports conglomerates were for “athletic” advancement, and all transfers BACK
to their hometown public schools were
for “academic” advancement.
BASKETBALL
Jake Walsh, a junior transfer from
Seton Hall Prep, looks like a very nice
addition, as he scored 18 total points
in his first two games after becoming
eligible. His addition to a backcourt
that includes seniors Matt Crowley
and Sebastian Ferrero, and juniors
Griffin Rooney and Andrew Echausse
makes that a pretty solid position.
AROUND THIS DATE
Jan. 22, 1994: Shi-Kia Carter was
scoreless but grabbed 25 rebounds in
WHS’s 39-38 victory over Kearny.
That is still a school record, breaking
the old mark of 21 set by Karin Morgan in 1979 against Elizabeth.
Jan. 25, 1963: Bob King scored 27
points, including the 1,000th of his career, as WHS defeated Rahway, 57-39.
Jan. 25, 1967: WHS graduate Steve
Wright hit 21 of 26 shots from the
floor and finished with a school record
47 as Hartwick beat Susquehanna,
136-95. More than a couple would’ve
been from 3-point range, but that
didn’t exist yet.
Jan. 25, 1975: Heavyweight Jimmy
Howard’s third-period escape earned
him a 1-1 tie and lifted WHS to a 2120 wrestling victory over Hunterdon
Central.
Jan. 26, 1985: The WHS wrestling
team ended Hunterdon Central’s 49match unbeaten streak with a 32-22
triumph.
Jan. 26, 2008: Senior Arley Rojas
rolled a 300 game at the Woodbridge
Invitational. The only other perfect
game in school history is believed to
be by Scott Bridgeman at the 1997
sectionals.

Blue Devil Girls, Boys Stop
Cranford Cougar Swimmers
The Westfield High School girls
swim team improved to 8-1 with a
111-59 victory over the Cranford
Cougars, while the Blue Devils boys
upped their record to 7-2 with a
109-61 victory over the Cougar
boys. The Cougar girls won four
individual events, while the Cougar
boys won two individual events and
two relays.
For the girls teams, Blue Devils
Keeley Thompson, Jenna Daniel,
Marcelina Krowinska and Abby
McKinney took first in the 200-medley relay event with a time of 1:58.16.
Erin McKinney won the 200freestyle at 2:05.58 and Sarah
Kennedy won the 100-freestyle in
57.36. Emma Heinze won the 500PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
403 SOUTH AVENUE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027
RESOLUTION NO. 19-003
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood are required to contract for
Professional Legal Services to provide
Labor Counsel to the Borough; and
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood posted in accordance with law
on November 1, 2018, and received proposals on November 15, 2018, under a fair
and open process in accordance with P.L.
2004, c.19, as amended by P.L. 2005,
c.51; and
WHEREAS, the said Governing Body
has determined that such services are
professional services as defined in the
Local Public Contracts Law of the State of
New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law requires that a notice stating the nature, duration, services and amount of
each contract awarded as a professional
services contract be printed once in the
official newspaper of the municipality;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Council of the Borough of Garwood:
1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk be
and are hereby authorized and directed to
execute an agreement with Matthew J.
Giacobbe,
Esq.,
of
Cleary.Giacobbe.Alfieri.Jacobs, LLC, 169
Ramapo Valley Road, Oakland, New Jersey 07436 for the provision of professional
services for labor counsel for the Borough
of Garwood; and
2. That said Contractor shall receive
fees not to exceed appropriations for 2019
Legal Fees for Labor Counsel in accordance with the 2019 Municipal Budget in
accordance with the proposal dated November 06, 2018; and
3. That the Borough Clerk be and is
hereby authorized and directed to maintain this resolution and the professional
services contract on file and available for
public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and
4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby
authorized and directed to publish a copy
of this notice as required by law.
I, Christina M Ariemma, Municipal Clerk
of the Borough of Garwood hereby attest
that this Resolution was adopted by the
Council of the Borough of Garwood on
January 2, 2019.
CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 1/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $52.02

freestyle in 5:35.3 and Fiona Strout
won the 100-backstroke in 1:07.14.
Abigail Riordan, Natalie Lee, Strout
and Thompson took first in the 400free relay at 4:07.37.
Cougar Maggie O’Donnell took
first in the 200-Individual Medley at
2:19.74 then won the 100-butterfly at
1:01.18. Marina Nunziato took first
in the 50-freestyle at 26.27 and Grace
Wilson took first in the 100-breaststroke at 1:19.75.
In the boys meet, Blue Devils
Seth Camacho, Colby Chen, Carson
Sharky and Matt Swenson took first
in the 400-free relay in 3:40.95.
Camacho took first in the 200-free
at 1:54 and Swenson took first in the
50-free at 24.55. Tom Brennan won
the 200IM in 2:13.86 and Zach Williams took first in the 100-free at
52.88. Billy Maguire won the 500free in 5:31.59 and Zach Youssef
took first in the 100-breast at
1:07.08.
Cougars Tom Cutro, Charles
Desimone, Gabe Graceffo and Liam
Loughlin took first in the 200-medley
relay at 1:49.41. Charles Desimone,
Mike Desimone, Loughlin and Cutro
took first in the 200-free relay at
1:39.22. Graceffo won the 100-fly in
1:04.23 and Cutro won the 100-back
in 1:02.69.
PUBLIC NOTICE

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

TAKING A BREAK...Wardlaw+Hartridge cheerleaders Claire Jeffery of
Westfield, Zoe Rose of Watchung, Judy Minnium of Scotch Plains, Camila
Martinez of Scotch Plains and Olivia Brown of South Plainfield take a break in the
action during the Winter Games.

Wardlaw+Hartridge Celebrates
Its Annual at Winter Games
Students, parents, alumni, faculty
and friends at The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison enjoyed the opportunity to celebrate winter athletics at
the annual Winter Games, sponsored
by the Booster Club.
The W+H basketball and swim
teams hosted contests in Laidlaw
Gym, Plumeri Gym and the Raymonds
Aquatic Center as the cheer squads
pumped up the crowd. The Booster
Club fired up the grills and served
ballgame fare while also selling
hoodies, t-shirts, three-quarter zips
and more W+H gear.
Fans enjoyed exciting athletic contests and also honored W+H senior
Ryan Petela of Clark, who reached

the 1,000-point milestone earlier in
the week in a home game vs. Dunellen.
Ryan’s 1,000-point sign was unveiled
in Laidlaw Gym. The Rams split the
four contests, with the JV boys’ basketball and varsity swim teams prevailing.
The nightcap featured W+H alumni
competing in an exciting basketball
game. The Green team, coached by
Athletic Director Karl Miran, captured a thrilling, 57-56 victory over
the White team, coached by Andrew
Webster, Head of School. During the
halftime break, Ryan Petela swished
a shot from halfcourt to win a $100
gift card in the Booster Club’s Hot
Shot Contest.

CURLING ENJOYMENT...Pictured, left to right, Jamie Robertson, Chrissy
Kirby, Liz Robertson, Charlie O’Donnell and Annemarie O’Donnell had an
enjoyable time curling at the Westfield Rink.

FSPY Men’s 30+ Basketball
League Results, Standings:
(Scotch Plains) The predictions for
a major winter storm never materialized, so the ballers of the FanwoodScotch Plains “Y” Men’s 30+ Basketball League rejoiced, during Week 5
on January 20.
Lightning With A Splash Of
Thunder 58, Under The Radar 48:
The Radar jumped out to an early 94 advantage, but then Lightning struck
with a 20-0 run to forge a lead they
would never relinquish. Super sophomore Orlando Jean-Charles led the
charge with 15 pts, Warren Lowe had
14, Capt. Troy Sims tossed in 9, rookies Rick Harris and Drew Stahley
contributed 6 each for the Thunder,
winners of four straight. Eljay Aguillo
netted a game-high 21 pts as Radar
cut the deficit to one in stanza two.
Backcourt mate Greg Shea was butter
with 14 tallies.
Draymond 55, The Goonies 40:
Draymond held a 31-26 margin at
halftime, but pulled away after the
intermission on the shoulders of Capt.
Jamal Berry’s 27 pts. Vets Dave Berger
(8) and Keith Karyczak (6) aided the
victors, who notched their 3rd consecutive win. Gregg Carder (12) and
Kevin Adams (10) reached doubledigits, and Joe DeGennaro finished
with 9 for the Goons, who have
PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 1/31/19 downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Route 24, Route I-287 to Route I-78, Contract No. 000183360, Pavement
Preservation, Boroughs of Florham Park, Madison & Chatham and Townships
of Hanover & Morris, Morris County, Township of Milburn, Essex County,
Township of Springfield & City of Summit, Union County, Federal Project No:
NHP-0024(301) UPC NO: 183360, DP No: 18149
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964. Specifically, the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontractors prior to contract award or authorization.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compliance at the time of bid.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe,
follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:
200 Stierli Court
One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690
856-486-6623
3 T - 01/10/19, 01/17/19 and 01/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $223.38

dropped three in a row.
SuperSonics 48, RunAsOne 44:
Fab frosh Joe Ruocco poured in 18, as
the Sonics used a late surge to outlast
the Runners. Brendan Ryan threw in
9, and the frontcourt tandem of Capt.
Stephen Murray and James Patrick 7
apiece, as the super-hot Sonics have
fashioned a three-game streak. Capt.
Jason Shann stroked in 16 markers,
center Bryan Stitt powered in 11, and
Doug Barker put home 7 for RunAs,
currently mired in a four-game skid.
Team 8 77, Ocho Macho 42: This
one was never in doubt, as five players registered 10 or better for the
high-flying Team 8, who remain in a
three-way tie for first place – Capt.
Blake Sonnek-Schmelz (19), Mike
Pollack (17), Gavin Ford (14), Rich
Cobbinah (11) and Rory Schulman
(10). Oucho fought hard in the second
half thanks to Tim Gray’s 15, Geoff
Gonzales’ 11, and 6 from both Craig
Cichocki and Capt. Joe Encarnacion.
FSPY STANDINGS:
TEAM
Team 8
Draymond
Lightning With Splash
SuperSonics
The Goonies
RunAsOne
Ocho Macho
Under The Radar

W
4
4
4
3
2
1
1
1

L
1
1
1
2
3
4
4
4

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
PLANNING BOARD
TAKE NOTICE that on the 16th day of
January, 2019 the Planning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:
1. Application PBA-18-00009 – Approved a recommendation for Union
County College, applicant, requesting a
courtesy capital improvement review for
construction of a cooling tower on the roof
of the library building on Block: 121 Lot:
2.01, as designated on the Township Tax
Map, also known as 1033 Springfield Avenue in the E-1 Zone.
Donna Pedde
Secretary
1 T - 01/24/19, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-18
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD, CHAPTER 255 LAND DEVELOPMENT, ARTICLE II, DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION,
SECTION 2, PLANNING
BOARD.
STATEMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
January 15, 2019.
Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 01/24/19, The Leader Fee: $19.38
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Blue Devil Icemen Rip Raiders,
Topple GL Highlanders Twice
The Westfield High School boys
varsity ice hockey team continues to
pile up wins like cordwood that they
will need to fire their post-season
aspirations. Last week the Blue Devils conquered two conference challengers before opening their Union
County Cup (UCC) tournament with
another win. The Blue Devils won the
UCC last season.
In regular season play the Westfield
icemen defeated the Scotch PlainsFanwood Raiders (by a 4-1 score)
and the Governor Livingston High-

landers (4-0) in back-to-back contests. In a bit of déjà vu, the Blue
Devils shut out the Highlanders again
in their first UCC title defense game.
The Scotch-Plains-Fanwood tilt
was highlighted by a two-goal effort
from senior Timmy Rosa. Both goals
were beauties from the Lehigh-bound
Rosa. “With academics being a priority, I turned down a bunch of offers to
play in college, so this season will
probably be it for me” said Rosa. He
continued, “all I want to do is help the
boys win.”

Photo courtesy of James Finver

CONTROLLING THE PUCK...Blue Devil junior Trevor Tanella, No. 33, controls the puck in a game against the Governor Livingston Highlanders.

Pioneers Rap Raiders
In Girls Hoops, 53-32
The New Providence High School
girls basketball team rolled to a 53-32
victory over the Scotch PlainsFanwood Raiders on January 17. Lindsay Kinum scored 13 points and had
four assists for the Pioneers, while
Casey Barth scored 11 points and
Kaitlyn Cumiskey scored seven points
and made three steals.
Leah Klurman led the Raiders
with 10 points and Corinne Lyght
scored eight points. Madison
Starosa, Stefanie DeVizio, Ryann
Wall and Hannah Lyman each netted three points and Meghan Duthie
had two points.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
403 SOUTH AVENUE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027
RESOLUTION NO. 19-008
WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A
40:14B-66 municipal authorities shall
cause an annual audit of its accounts to be
made, and for this purpose it shall employ
a registered municipal accountant of
New Jersey or a certified public accountant of New Jersey to conduct an annual
audit and provide other required accounting services and therefore the Mayor and
Council have determined that there exists
a need for professional auditing and consultant services to provide Auditing/Consultant services of a specialized nature to
the Borough; and
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood posted in accordance with law
a request for proposals and received proposals on November 15, 2018, under a fair
and open process in accordance with P.L.
2004, c.19, as amended by P.L. 2005,
c.51; and
WHEREAS, the said Governing Body
has determined that such services are
professional services as defined in the
Local Public Contracts Law of the State of
New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law requires that a notice stating the nature, duration, services and amount of
each contract awarded as a professional
services contract be printed once in the
official newspaper of the municipality;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Garwood:
1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk be
and are hereby authorized and directed to
execute an agreement with Suplee,
Clooney & Company, 308 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, for
the provision of professional auditing and
consulting services for the Borough of
Garwood; and
2. That said Contractor shall receive
fees not to exceed $39,450.00 for 2018
Statutory Audit, $7,650.00 for 2018 Financial/Debt Statement including 2019 Municipal Budget preparation, and $425.00
per preparation of Supplement Debt Statements, $1,100.00 Borough’s Deferred
Compensation Plan, and telephone consultation and meeting attendance as
needed for no charge which are included
in proposal dated October 29, 2018; and
3. That the Borough Clerk be and is
hereby authorized and directed to maintain this resolution and the professional
services contract on file and available for
public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and
4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby
authorized and directed to publish a copy
of this notice as required by law.
I, Christina M Ariemma, Municipal Clerk
of the Borough of Garwood hereby attest
that this Resolution was adopted by the
Council of the Borough of Garwood on
January 2, 2019.
CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 1/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $63.75

E. Brunswick Beats
Lady Cougars, 67-45
The hosting 10-3 East Brunswick
Bears girls basketball team defeated
the Cranford Cougars, 67-45, on January 17. Alyssa Bondi bucketed 23
points, including five 3-pointers, for
the Bears, while Brianna Sliwinski
added 11 points.
Lauren Williamson and Gianna
Toretta each scored 13 points for the
5-6 Cougars. Ellie Rokicki scored six
points, Kirsten Williams scored five
points and Olivia Speer scored four
points. KC Pringle and Meghan
Santarelli each added two points.
Cranford
East Brunswick

7 16 11 11
19 15 14 19

45
67

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
February 7, 2019 at 7:30 p.m., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the preliminary and final site plan application for
Union Catholic High School, 1600 Martine
Avenue, Block 12401, Lot 1, R-1 Zone who
is proposing to construct an 860 square
feet storage building, install a new LED
ground sign measuring 29.8 square feet
(by plan), and an LED scoreboard 175.14
square feet in area and 20.85 feet high at
this address which is currently a non-conforming conditional use, with variances
requested for the following ordinance violations:
Section 23-5.2c (3) Permitted Conditional Uses: Required: No structure is
located within 100 feet of a street or property line. Existing: 99.36 feet for existing
building. Existing/Proposed: 18 feet for the
ground sign. Proposed: 30.7 feet for the
scoreboard.
Section 23-7.6a Freestanding Signs:
Required: Freestanding signs are permitted within all non-residential zones and in
conjunction with the gas stations in the B2, B-3, and M-1 Zones. Proposed: Freestanding sign (scoreboard) not permitted
in the R-1 Zone.
Section 23-7.6h Freestanding Signs:
Required: All freestanding signs, if illuminated, shall be illuminated by a non-flashing light. Proposed: Freestanding LED sign
(scoreboard).
Section 23-7.3a (10) General Regulations: Required: Rotating signs, live action signs, signs with an electronic display,
flashing or intermittent illuminated signs
are prohibited. Proposed: Freestanding
LED sign (scoreboard).
Section 23-7.9a Ground Signs: Required: Ground signs are permitted within
the B-2 and the B-3 Zones. In the SC-1,
SC-2 and in the ML-1 and ML-2 Zones,
ground signs are permitted to identify major permitted housing projects. Ground
signs are allowed in conjunction with the
following approved conditional uses:
houses of worship, public schools, private
nonprofit schools and institutions of higher
learning, nonprofit chartered membership
organizations, farms, public buildings, playgrounds, golf clubs and offices of charitable organizations. Existing/Proposed:
Ground sign not permitted in the R-1 Zone.
Section 23-7.3a (10) General Regulations: Required: Rotating signs, live action signs, signs with an electronic display,
flashing or intermittent illuminated signs
are prohibited. Proposed: LED ground sign.
The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 01/24/19, The Times Fee: $65.28

Senior Zach Peterson was stellar in
net for the Blue Devils allowing only
one goal on 14 Raider shots to earn
the win. In addition to Rosa, freshman
phenom Matt Beke and senior John
Humiston also lit the lamp for
Westfield. The assist parade was led
by juniors Trevor Tanella, with a pair,
Nick Forno, and Will Gamba and
sophomore Brendan Kotiga.
The first shutout of Governor
Livingston featured senior captain
goalie CJ Duffy making routine and
acrobatic saves look easy. Tanella led
the scoring for Westfield with two
goals and an assist. Humiston and
fellow senior Anthony Oliveri completed the scoring for the Blue Devils.
Junior Dylan Howard had a pair of
apples and freshman Thomas Conrod
and Gamba each had one.
In a scheduling coincidence, The
Blue Devils awaited the winner of
the first-round contest between the
Raiders and the Highlanders to determine their opponent in their first
UCC game. Governor Livingston
earned the rematch against Westfield,
but the result was the same. The Blue
Devils eliminated the Highlanders
from the UCC tournament with a 50 triumph.
Senior Alternate Captain Alex Park
had two goals to rev up the offense.
Petey Buontempo, a senior, junior
Brendan Hiltz and Conrod also put
the biscuit in the basket for Westfield.
Forno, Howard, Humiston, Dan
McDonald and Rosa posted assists.
The win over Governor Livingston
paved the way for a UCC final that
will pit Westfield against the Summit
Hilltoppers for the third consecutive
season. These two high school behemoths and archrivals have traded
blows with each team winning a title
over the past two seasons.
Westfield’s record now stands at 92-3. In addition to the UCC the Blue
Devils hope to take advantage of opportunities in both the conference and
state tournaments.
Follow the WHS boys varsity ice
hockey
team
on
Twitter
@westfieldpuck for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit
WHSpuckon FaceBook and
Instagram. See the website for up to
date
team
schedules
atwww.westfieldhockey.com.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
AFFORDABLE HOUSING MEETING
Please take notice that at a public meeting to be held by the Westfield Town Council beginning at 8:00 PM on February 26,
2019, or at any time and place to which
such meeting may be adjourned, in Council Chambers of the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, the Town will discuss
efforts it has taken to encourage the involvement of non-profits in meeting its
unmet affordable housing need, with a
goal of providing 20 additional homes, half
for families, by December 31, 2025. This
discussion is required pursuant to Land
Use Ordinance Section 23.01H.3 and the
Settlement Agreement by and between
the Town and Fair Share Housing Center.
Tara Rowley
Town Clerk
1 T - 01/24/19, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
403 SOUTH AVENUE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027
RESOLUTION OF THE
PLANNING BOARD
WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Borough of Garwood are required to contract for Professional Services to provide
for Legal Counsel and other related services to the Garwood Planning Board; and
WHEREAS, the Municipal Clerk on behalf of the Planning Board of the Borough
of Garwood posted in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 16:44A-20.4 et seq., and received
proposals on November 15, 2018 under a
fair and open process in accordance with
P.L. 2004, c.19, as amended by P.L. 2005,
c.51; and
WHEREAS, the said Planning Board
has determined that such services are
professional services as defined in the
Local Public Contracts Law of the State of
New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law requires that a notice stating the nature, duration, services and amount of
each contract awarded as a professional
services contract be printed once in the
official newspaper of the municipality;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Planning Board of the Borough of
Garwood:
1. That the Planning Board Chair and
Secretary be and are hereby authorized
and directed to execute an agreement with
Perrotta, Fraser & Forrester, LLC., 16 Valley Road, Clark, New Jersey 07066, for the
provision of professional services for Legal Counsel to the Planning Board of the
Borough of Garwood for a term from January 9, 2019 to (re-organization 2020); and
2. That said Contractor shall receive
fees not to exceed $870.00 per meeting up
to 4 hours, communications of 1 hour per
month, and other services shall be billed at
$195.00 per hour, from appropriations in
the 2019 municipal budget and in accordance with the proposal dated November
15, 2018; and
3. That the Borough Clerk be and is
hereby authorized and directed to maintain this resolution and the professional
services contract on file and available for
public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and
4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby
authorized and directed to publish a copy
of this notice as required by law.
I, Adele Lewis, Secretary to the Planning
Board of the Borough of Garwood hereby
attest that this Resolution was adopted by
a majority of the Members of the Board on
January 9, 2019.
ADELE LEWIS,
SECRETARY
1 T - 1/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $56.61

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ON GUARD DUTY...Blue Devils Andrew Echausse, back, and Matt Crowley, No. 11 keep tabs on Raiders Anthony Porter,
No. 5, and Jayson Williams, No. 3.

Blue Devils Hold Off Raider Cager Boys, 60-59
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

to work on going forward.”
Porter connected on a three-point
bomb from the top of the key that
caused the standing room only crowd
to erupt and forced a Westfield timeout
with the score 52-47 with 3:31 remaining and momentum clearly on
their side.
“Effort and pride were things we
talked about at halftime and I think
that our players came out in the second half and took that message with
them,” said Raider Head Coach Steve
Siracusa. “They came together and
played as one instead of just trying to
do everything individually. I think the
press helped us get back into the game
in the second half. We wanted to use
it more in the first half but we got
several players into foul trouble and it
kind of made us more conservative in
our approach. But you know when
you get down by 17 or 18 points, it
puts you into a desperation mode
where we had to do it. The press puts
you into a mindset where every player
has to give everything that they have
on every possession in order to make
it work and I think that helped us with
our overall attitude.”
The Raiders were forcing turnovers
and Westfield was losing players to
foul trouble. Rooney fouled out with
just over a minute to play. Guy connected on a foul line jumper with :27
left to pull the Raiders to within one
point at 58-57. Westfield converted a
pair of free throws then the Raiders
had possession of the ball with :08
remaining. Porter took a three point
shot from the top of the key that
missed. Fletcher rebounded and put it
in the basket with one second remaining for the final margin of 60-59.
Fletcher could have passed the ball
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
The Tax Assessment List for the Borough of Garwood for the 2019 Tax Year
will be open for inspection on Friday February 8, 2019 between the hours of 9:00
AM and 4:00 PM in the Tax Assessors
Office, Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue Garwood, New Jersey.
Annmarie Switzer, CTA
Tax Assessor
1T - 1/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $11.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
403 SOUTH AVENUE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027
RESOLUTION NO. 19-007
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood are required to contract for
Professional Engineering Services to provide engineering and other related services to the Borough; and
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood posted in accordance with law
on November 1, 2018, and received proposals on November 15, 2018, under a fair
and open process in accordance with P.L.
2004, c.19, as amended by P.L. 2005,
c.51; and
WHEREAS, the said Governing Body
has determined that such services are
professional services as defined in the
Local Public Contracts Law of the State of
New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law requires that a notice stating the nature, duration, services and amount of
each contract awarded as a professional
services contract be printed once in the
official newspaper of the municipality;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Council of the Borough of Garwood:
1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk be
and are hereby authorized and directed to
execute an agreement with Michael Disko
of M. Disko Associates Consulting Engineering, P.O. Box 1627, Union, New Jersey, 07083, for the provision of professional engineering services for the Borough of Garwood; and
2. That said Contractor shall receive
fees not to exceed appropriations for 2019
Engineering Fees in accordance with the
2019 Municipal Budget and Capital Budget and other related appropriations, in
accordance with the proposal dated November 12, 2018; and
3. That the Borough Clerk be and is
hereby authorized and directed to maintain this resolution and the professional
services contract on file and available for
public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and
4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby
authorized and directed to publish a copy
of this notice as required by law.
I, Christina M Ariemma, Municipal Clerk
of the Borough of Garwood hereby attest
that this Resolution was adopted by the
Council of the Borough of Garwood on
January 2, 2019.
CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 1/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $53.04

back out to the perimeter in hopes of
a game tying three-point try but in
reality, there was not enough time for
that. Instead Fletcher tried to score
and get a foul call but the Blue Devil
defenders were wise enough to avoid
contact on the play.
The win evened the Blue Devils
record at 6-6 after an 0-3 start to the
season. Westfield is getting a lot of
value from a very deep bench as they
ascend the conference standings.
“We’re almost there,” said
McKeon, “I don’t want to jinx it and
say we are all the way back. We need
to get to the .500 mark and then get
over it. So far we get to .500 then take
a step back. It is important that we get
a game over and then go from there.
But in our county, we play good teams
every night, so we have to bring our A
game every night. Like tonight, Scotch
Plains is a conference, cross-town
rival and they played very well. They
compete every night and they have
played really well over their last few
games. So we don’t get many easy
ones playing in Union County.”
Scotch Plains-Fanwood has been
playing much better basketball of
late as well. For the Raiders, it has
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT
AWARD AMENDMENT
The Township of Cranford has amended
a Contract Award to provide Affordable
Housing Legal Services to the Township of
Cranford. The Township of Cranford advertised a Request for Proposal for Affordable Housing Legal Services through a fair
and open process in accordance with NJSA
19:44A-20.4 et seq. This contract and
Resolution No. 2019-96 are available for
public inspection at the office of the Municipal Clerk.
AWARDED TO: Jeffrey R. Surenian and
Associates, LLC, 707 Union Avenue, Suite
301, Brielle, New Jersey 08730
SERVICE: Affordable Housing Legal
Services
FEE: Not to Exceed $93,500.00
DATE: January 15, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 01/24/19, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
403 SOUTH AVENUE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027
RESOLUTION OF THE
PLANNING BOARD
WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Borough of Garwood are required to contract for Professional Planning/Engineering Services to provide for developments
approved by the planning/zoning board
and other related services to the Borough;
and
WHEREAS, the Municipal Clerk on behalf of the Planning Board of the Borough
of Garwood posted in accordance with law
on and received proposals on November
15, 2018 under a fair and open process in
accordance with P.L. 2004, c.19, as
amended by P.L. 2005, c.51; and
WHEREAS, the said Planning Board
has determined that such services are
professional services as defined in the
Local Public Contracts Law of the State of
New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law requires that a notice stating the nature, duration, services and amount of
each contract awarded as a professional
services contract be printed once in the
official newspaper of the municipality;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Planning Board of the Borough of
Garwood:
1. That the Planning Board Chair and
Secretary be and are hereby authorized
and directed to execute an agreement with
Harbor Consultants, Inc., 320 North Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016, for the
provision of professional planning/engineering services for the Borough of
Garwood; and
2. That said Contractor shall receive
fees from various escrow accounts and
other related appropriations in accordance
with the proposal dated November 15,
2018.
3. That the Borough Clerk be and is
hereby authorized and directed to maintain this resolution and the professional
services contract on file and available for
public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and
4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby
authorized and directed to publish a copy
of this notice as required by law.
I, Adele Lewis, Secretary to the Planning
Board of the Borough of Garwood hereby
attest that this Resolution was adopted by
a majority of the Members of the Board on
January 9, 2019.
ADELE LEWIS,
SECRETARY
1 T - 1/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $54.57

not translated into victories yet as
their season mark stands at 3-8. Still,
Guy’s performance gives the Raiders hope that they may have found
themselves a scoring option moving
forward.
“If I can play like this every single
game I think we will be a lot more
successful because we need scorers
on the floor,” said Guy. “We’re getting better as a team but we lost our
entire starting five from last season to
graduation so it has taken a while for
us to get our chemistry together on the
floor.”
Westfield
Sc Pl-Fanwood

15 18 14 13
13 8 12 26

60
59

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RECREATION COMMISSION
2019 MEETING SCHEDULE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has scheduled
the following time and place for their 2019
Business Meetings. The meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. and be held at Shady Rest
Golf and Country Club, 820 Jerusalem
Road, Scotch Plains, New Jersey:
January 28
Feb 11
Mar 11, 25
Apr 8, 22
May 6, 20
Jun 10
July 8
Aug 12
Sep 9, 23
Oct 7, 21
Nov 4,18
Dec 9

Town Hall
Shady Rest
Shady Rest
Shady Rest
Shady Rest
Shady Rest
Shady Rest
Shady Rest
Shady Rest
Shady Rest
Shady Rest
Shady Rest

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabilities. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Township of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.
BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 01/24/19, The Times Fee: $30.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on January 14, 2019, for the
following applications decided upon at the
meeting held on December 10, 2018.
Vineet Jain & Shweta Jain, 700 Boulevard. Applicants sought approval to construct an addition contrary to Section
11.07E5, 11.07E6, and 11.07E13 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a street side
yard setback of 14.48 feet where the Ordinance requires a minimum street side yard
setback of 20 feet; to allow a side yard
setback of 4.8 feet where the Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
10 feet; to allow a continuous wall length of
51.25 feet & 50.25 feet where the Ordinance allows a maximum continuous wall
length of 25 feet. Application approved
with conditions.
Rebecca & Jonathan Schaffer, 538
Colonial Avenue. Applicants sought approval to construct a two-story addition
contrary to Section 11.06E14 of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a one-car garage
where the Ordinance requires a two-car
garage. Application approved with conditions.
Jeffrey Rush, 801 Harding Street.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
second story and retain a patio in the front
yard contrary to Section 11.09E6,
11.09E13, and 13.02I1 of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a side yard setback of
+7.8 feet where the Ordinance requires a
minimum side yard setback of 10 feet; to
allow a continuous wall length of + 52 feet
where the Ordinance allows a maximum
continuous wall length of 25 feet; to allow
a patio in the front yard where the Ordinance does not allow a patio in the front
yard. Application approved with conditions.
Westfield Senior Citizens Housing
Corp. Applicant sought approval to construct an addition to the existing building
contrary to Section 11.17E4, 17.02C1c,
17.02E3, 13.01D, 13.0111, 17.03C2, and
13.01E of the Land Use Ordinance to allow
a density of 19.52 units per acre where the
Ordinance allows a maximum of 16 units
per acre; to allow 145 parking spaces
where the Ordinance requires 294 parking
spaces; to allow one off-street loading
space where eight are required by the
Ordinance; to allow a maximum floor area
of 1,644 square feet for an accessory structure where the Ordinance allows a maximum floor area of 750 square feet; to allow
a height of 15.67 feet for an accessory
structure where the Ordinance allows a
maximum height of 15 feet; to allow a
parking area to be set back a distance of
24 feet where the Ordinance requires a
minimum setback of 50 feet; to allow an
accessory structure to be in the front yard
where the Ordinance requires an accessory structure to be located in the rear
yard. Application approved with conditions.
Linda Jacus
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 1/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $62.22
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A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
Donald L. and Gwen C. Paulson to
Mariusz and Marta A. Brenko, 149
For more info see:
Lehigh Avenue North, $295,000.
http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex
Ryan S. and Anna DiFrancesco to
Aaryn Wichelns and Matthew
Amanda
and
Michael
Margitich
to
Cranford: 09/25/18
Backiel, 210 Lincoln Park East,
Daniel Budd and April B. Swayze, 5
$220,000.
Angelo and Lilia Castanon Martin Place, $482,888.
George G. and Denise M. Holan to
LoMonte to Christopher T. and MelNancy R. Reiner to John G. and
Genevieve Monette and David
issa V. Cox, 639 Lexington Ave, Nancy Reiner,202 High Street,
Hatfield, 115 Oak Lane, $525,000.
$580,000.
$247,000.
Antonio S. and Maria H. Paredes
Michael Strouse and Vincent Chin
Ronald N. and Lisa Matlosz to
to Raymond El-Khoury, 198 Locust
to Mina Chauhan, 204 Lincoln Park MVK Estate Holdings LLC., 41
Drive, $430,000.
E, $240,000.
Union Avenue South, $545,000.
Ann Demaio to Sebf Investments
Andrew Anisko to M. & C. Robel
Stephen J. and Phyllis Iauruzio to
LLC., 22 Hazel Street, $431,400.
and V. & J. Herbig, 28 Fairfield Av- Li and Xiaopeng Cai, 632 Lincoln
Barbara Lamagna To Peter Bigit,
enue, $755,000.
Park East, $639,000.
18 Springfield Avenue Apt. 1A,
Colleen Markovitch to Gretchen
Cranford: 10/05/18
$105,000.
Victor M. and Lana Strazhnik to C. and John M. Lenehan, 345 Union
Ellen Martin to Brad Sumenek, 217
Avenue
South,
$480,000.
Gregory and Jessica Ciraulo, 20
Prospect Avenue Apt. 8-1C,
Falcon
Realty
Group
LLC.
to
Peter
Oraton Drive, $386,000.
$232,850.
Kevin J. and Denise M. Joyce to Anders, 8 Connecticut Street,
John P. Sadlosca to 8 Lenox Av$445,000.
Arnaldo and Zenayda Pica-Mendez,
enue LLC., 8 Lenox Avenue,
255 Hillside Avenue, $575,000.
Cranford: 11/19/18
$315,000.
Krishna Nediyappillils and Diya
Michael S. and Christina D. Robel
Sarah Chapman To Rodrigo F. and
Das to Michael D. Clark, 2 Heinrich Karina F. Campos, 31 Brookdale
to Jignesh M. and Jigna J. Khatri, 26
Street, $485,000.
Roselle Avenue, $415,000.
Road, $490,000.
Daniel Nolan and Tania
Jeffrey M. and Kathleen Ann Hilser
Robert J. Petino and Kerrie J.
Branquinho to Jennifer Smokowski Nicholson to Justin and Maggie W.
to Jonathan and Leany Pridy, 99
and Bilal Assaad, 511 Licncoln Park Petino, 20 Brookdale Road,
Bloomingdale Avenue, $430,000.
E, $260,000.
Reggi Bleemer to 91 Cranford Av$705,806.
Roberto and Zakiyya Mangual to
enue LLC., 91 Cranford Avenue,
Michael B. and Angella Niewinski
Elliot Holder, 713 Lincoln Avenue E, to Angelo and Lilia Castanon
$425,000.
$385,000.
Grunwald Properties LLC. to
LoMonte, 314 Manor Avenue,
Great Properties Holding LLC. to $575,000.
George V. Dodd, 327 Union Avenue
Nathan C. and Marla Schaufler, 29
South, $850,000.
Brenda J. Mason to Joseph P. Smith
Rutgers Road, $790,000.
Kathleen Gilbert to 18 Connecticut
and Mackenzie L. Lauro, 6 Oneida
Rick Destefano to Alexander and Place, $445,000.
Street, 18 Connecticut Street,
Yuliya Yezutov, 102 Beech Street,
$405,000.
Union County Sheriff to Red Door
$653,000.
Toto Properties 13 West End LLC.
Construction, 18 Buchanan Street,
Bank of New York Mellom Tr to $338,000.
to Phillip C. and Lindsay Kaiser, 31
Stephen J. and Gail M. Paterno, 34
Clark Street, $716,000.
Andrew L. Messano to Sylwia
Tulip Street, $375,375.
Straub, 31 Park Terrace, $300,000.
Robert J. and Anna S. Gonnello to
Vasant Bedadala and Harika Yella
ADS PLACED IN
John Bradley and Nadine Fetcher, 28 to Simon Yeung How Siu and Pui T.
Holly Street West, $474,900.
THE LEADER/TIMES
Cheung, 16 Hale Street, $495,000.
Justin Petino and Maggie Wallis to
Paul and Laura Leibrock to Michael
BRING RESULTS
Jitin Verma and Charu Dhir, 1 Chester and Jessica Soltys, 131 Lehigh AvLang Place, $560,000.
enue North, $485,000.
PUBLIC NOTICE
Isabelle Campbell To Brian L. and
Lisa Morris and Eric Vega to Evan
Margaret Keady, 336 Dorchester Av- B. and Diana M. Morris, 3 Broad
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
enue, $480,600.
Street, $795,000.

Recent Home Sales

David B. Corbin (January 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNER OF THE 500-FREESTYLE...Blue Devil John Lindros, swimming in Lane 2, won the 500-freestyle and also won
the 200-freestyle against Bergen Catholic at Wallace Pool in Westfield on January 24, 2014.

D. Blair Corbin’s
Raiders
Blue Devils
Cougars

Walk Down Memory Lane
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times. Full stories can be
read at www.goleader.com archives
January 24, 2014: Team depth paid
off, especially in both freestyle relays, for the Westfield High School
boys swim team that overcame a 3230 deficit after four events to pull
away from 6-1 Bergen Catholic (BC)
en route to a 93-77 victory at Wallace
Pool in Westfield on January 24. John
Lindros, swimming in Lane 6, led a 12-3 sweep in the 200-free when he
tapped the wall at 1:46.56, followed
by Aedan Collins and Alec Penn.
Lindros also won the 500-free and
was also on both winning relays.
January 24, 2014: Somewhat strategically deceptive maneuvers may or
may not have been needed but one
thing for sure, the No. 1 ranked
Westfield High School girls swim team
facing an eight-point deposit after five
events poured it on to outflank No. 2
Immaculate Heart Academy (IHA) of
Bergen County, 87-83, at Wallace Pool
in Westfield on January 24. The 11-0

Blue Devils not only remained undefeated, but the seniors have never lost
a meet, which included three victories in a row over IHA.
Seniors Caroline Baldwin and Sarah Cronin each won two individual
events and swam on two winning
relays, while Gwyn Devin won an
individual event and swam on two
winning relays, and Erika Daniel won
an individual event and swam on a
winning relay.
January 22, 2012: Persistence
overcame resistance twice for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School senior
Sean Cannon, who battled his way
through a very tough semifinal bout
and an even tougher final bout to grab
the 152-lb wrestling crown and the
Outstanding Wrestler Award (upper
weights) at the Union County Tournament (UCT) in Union on January
22. Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz was named Union County Coach
of the Year.
Blue Devil senior Mike Kalimtzis
reached the 120-lb finals to face GL’s
Ryan Morrison (UCT 112-lb champ

in 2011). Kalimtzis recorded a low
double-leg takedown in the first period and controlled Morrison from
the top position the entire second
period to earn a 2-1 victory. Raider
heavyweight Anthony Tufaro defeated
Mike Christian (Brearley), 3-0, for
the UCT crown. Raider senior Andrew Jacobs pinned Cougar Jeff Weiss
in 5:19 to claim the 220-lb title.
January 21, 2010: Little or no
mistakes could be made if the
Westfield High School boys basketball team wanted to knock off No. 5
Plainfield in Westfield on January 21.
The 6-5 Blue Devils made few mistakes to dominate the first quarter,
14-9, but passing inconsistency allowed the 11-0 Cardinals to roar back,

2019 MEETING SCHEDULE

David B. Corbin (January 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING AROUND A TIGER…Blue Devil Tara Handza, No. 5, drives around
Linden Tiger Courtney Melchione, No. 21, (January 24, 2008).

David B. Corbin (January 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNER OF THE 200 & 500-FREESTYLE...Blue Devil Sarah Cronin won the
200-freestyle and the 500-freestyle against Immaculate Heart Academy at Wallace
Pool in Westfield on January 24, 2014.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
403 SOUTH AVENUE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
403 SOUTH AVENUE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027

RESOLUTION NO. 19-001

RESOLUTION NO. 19-002

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood are required to contract for
Professional Municipal Attorney Services
to provide Legal Counsel and other legal
services to the Borough; and
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood posted in accordance with law
on November 1, 2018, and received proposals on November 15, 2018, under a fair
and open process in accordance with P.L.
2004, c.19, as amended by P.L. 2005,
c.51; and
WHEREAS, the said Governing Body
has determined that such services are
professional services as defined in the
Local Public Contracts Law of the State of
New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law requires that a notice stating the nature, duration, services and amount of
each contract awarded as a professional
services contract be printed once in the
official newspaper of the municipality;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Council of the Borough of Garwood:
1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk be
and are hereby authorized and directed to
execute an agreement with Thomas C.
Jardim of Jardim, Meisner & Susser, PC,
30 B Vreeland Road, Suite 201, Florham
Park, New Jersey 07932 for the provision
of professional municipal attorney services
for the Borough of Garwood; and
2. That said Contractor shall receive
fees not to exceed appropriations for 2019
Legal Fees in accordance with the 2019
Municipal Budget in accordance with the
proposal dated November 14, 2018; and
3. That the Borough Clerk be and is
hereby authorized and directed to maintain this resolution and the professional
services contract on file and available for
public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and
4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby
authorized and directed to publish a copy
of this notice as required by law.
I, Christina M Ariemma, Municipal Clerk
of the Borough of Garwood hereby attest
that this Resolution was adopted by the
Council of the Borough of Garwood on
January 2, 2019.
CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 1/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $51.51

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood are required to contract for
Professional Legal Services to provide Tax
Appeal Counsel to the Borough; and
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood posted in accordance with law
on November 1, 2018, and received proposals on November 15, 2018, under a fair
and open process in accordance with P.L.
2004, c.19, as amended by P.L. 2005,
c.51; and
WHEREAS, the said Governing Body
has determined that such services are
professional services as defined in the
Local Public Contracts Law of the State of
New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law requires that a notice stating the nature, duration, services and amount of
each contract awarded as a professional
services contract be printed once in the
official newspaper of the municipality;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Council of the Borough of Garwood:
1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk be
and are hereby authorized and directed to
execute an agreement with Robert F.
Renaud of Palumbo & Renaud, Esq., 190
North Avenue East, Cranford, New Jersey
07016, for the provision of professional
services for tax appeal counsel for the
Borough of Garwood; and
2. That said Contractor shall receive
fees not to exceed appropriations for 2019
Legal Fees for Tax Appeals in accordance
with the 2019 Municipal Budget in accordance with the proposal dated November
12, 2018; and
3. That the Borough Clerk be and is
hereby authorized and directed to maintain this resolution and the professional
services contract on file and available for
public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and
4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby
authorized and directed to publish a copy
of this notice as required by law.
I, Christina M Ariemma, Municipal Clerk
of the Borough of Garwood hereby attest
that this Resolution was adopted by the
Council of the Borough of Garwood on
January 2, 2019.
CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 1/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $51.51

especially in the second half, to seize
a 60-45 victory. Pat Sabatino bucketed 16 points and Jaraad Rogers
banged in 13 points for the Blue Devils.
January 24, 2008: Full-court
press! A strategy that was successfully engineered, especially in the
first quarter, by the Westfield High
School girls basketball team, stunned
the visiting Linden Tigers into a deficit they were unable to erase in the
Blue Devils’ crucial 43-39 victory on
January 24. Usually predators, the
10-5 lady Tigers became the prey and
the 11-4 Blue Devils became the
predators. Gab O’Leary seized the
offensive and led all scorers with 17
points – seven in the second quarter.
Erin Miller finished with 10 points

and Tara Handza finished with nine
points.
January 20, 2007: Dickinson of
Jersey City became the victim of a
furious scoring assault by the
Westfield High School boys’ basketball team on January 20 in Westfield.

Pritsker frayed the net with 12 points,
including two 3-pointers, and senior
Tom Bonard hit from down town and
finished with seven points
January 21, 2005: Several exciting bouts made the match very interesting in the Raider wrestling team’s
42-22, victory over a strong Linden
team that had returned six Region 3
qualifiers from last year. The most
exciting bout came at the heavyweight
class where Raider Marc Fabiano
extended his record to 16-0 with a 21 sudden death, overtime victory of
2004 District 11 champ Ronnell Orr.
January 24, 2004: Several Roselle
Park wrestlers resorted to a “minimize loses” technique – a necessary
strategy sometimes – and succeeded
but it was not enough as the 12-1,
hosting Raiders prevailed, 32-24, in
front of a packed, standing room only
gym. Andrew Silber and Charlie Bachi
came through, with key falls. Raider
freshman Pat Mineo tore into Joe
Signorello, recording a first period
takedown and an escape and a
takedown in the second period but his
nose began to bleed and several bleeding timeouts were called. Hoping to
snag a team victory via bleeding default, the Panther coaches approached

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
403 SOUTH AVENUE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027
RESOLUTION NO. 19-004
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood are required to contract for
Professional Legal Services to provide a
Municipal Prosecutor to the Borough; and
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough
of Garwood posted in accordance with law
on November 1, 2018, and received proposals on November 15, 2018, under a fair
and open process in accordance with P.L.
2004, c.19, as amended by P.L. 2005,
c.51; and
WHEREAS, the said Governing Body
has determined that such services are
professional services as defined in the
Local Public Contracts Law of the State of
New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law requires that a notice stating the nature, duration, services and amount of
each contract awarded as a professional
services contract be printed once in the
official newspaper of the municipality;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Council of the Borough of Garwood:
1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk be
and are hereby authorized and directed to
execute an agreement with Steven H.
Merman, Esq., 19 Doering Way, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016 for the provision of
professional services for municipal prosecutor services for the Borough of
Garwood; and
2. That said Contractor shall receive
fees not to exceed appropriations for 2019
Municipal Budget in accordance with the
proposal dated November 13, 2018; and
3. That the Borough Clerk be and is
hereby authorized and directed to maintain this resolution and the professional
services contract on file and available for
public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and
4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby
authorized and directed to publish a copy
of this notice as required by law.
I, Christina M Ariemma, Municipal Clerk
of the Borough of Garwood hereby attest
that this Resolution was adopted by the
Council of the Borough of Garwood on
January 2, 2019.
CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 1/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $49.98

David B. Corbin (January 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WARDING OFF AN ATTACK…Raider Anthony Ferrante, right, defends against
a takedown attempt by Tiger Marco Renderos in the 145-lb bout. Ferrante won
in sudden death overtime (January 21, 2005).

After an emotional loss to Plainfield
last week, the 8-4 Blue Devils’ shears
trimmed the Rams quarter-by-quarter, to record a 76-44 victory. Senior
guard Mike Venezia led the onslaught
with a game-high 24 points, including three 3-pointers. Senior Dan
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS FOR THE
PROVISION OF LEGAL AND OTHER
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.
Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Wednesday,
February 13, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. in the
office of the Township Clerk, Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
NJ 07016, at which time and place responses will be opened for:
Zoning Board of Adjustment Attorney
Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 7097210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids. Registration on the Township’s website is required.
Respondents shall comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 1/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $29.58

the scorer’s table, hoping that the
five-minute allowance would run out.
With his nose heavily taped, Mineo
persisted and won 7-3 to seal victory

Spotlight Your Business:
goleader.com/form/bulletin
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
February 7, 2019 at 7:30 p.m., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the application of Gad Magdieli, 215 Throwbridge
Drive, Block 6201, Lot 4.06, R-3B Zone
who proposes to construct a deck off the
rear of the house at the aforementioned
single family dwelling, contrary to the following Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.4A, Schedule of Lot,
Yard and Building Regulations, Paragraph H, Broadway Redevelopment
Area, R-3B Zone: Column 11 Rear Yard
Set-Back, Minimum Required: 20 feet.
Proposed: 12 feet +/- by plan.
The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 01/24/19, The Times Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Environmental Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has scheduled
the following time and place for their 2019
Business Meetings. The meetings will take
place at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey:
January 29, 2019
February 26, 2019
March 26, 2019
April 23, 2019
May 28, 2019
June 25, 2019
July 23, 2019
August 20, 2019
September 24, 2019
October 22, 2019
November 19, 2019
December 10, 2019
The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabilities. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Township of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.
BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 1/24/19, The Times
Fee: $30.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO BID
SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, AT 10:00 AM PREVAILING TIME
ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2019,
FOR THE FURNISH/DELIVERY OF PUBLIC WORKS LANDSCAPE MATERIAL,
CONSISTING OF THE SPECIES AND
QUANTITY AS PROVIDED ON THE PROPOSAL PAGE.
PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND MUST
BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE AND
BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MENTIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK OR BID BOND
MADE PAYABLE TO THE TREASURER
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN THE
AMOUNT OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS
($200.00) TO INSURE EXECUTION OF
THE CONTRACT. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21)
EACH BID MUST ALSO BE ACCOMPANIED BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT ON THE FORM INCLUDED IN AND
EXPLAINED IN THE CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.
ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DISQUALIFY THE BID.
SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE, WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE
THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL
BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY INFORMALITY, IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN,
IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.
KRIS J. McALOON
TOWN ENGINEER
1 T - 1/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $41.82

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on February 7, 2019 at 7:30 pm,
at the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor Council Chambers to
hear the application for a Temporary Operating Permit for Archana Parmar and
Chandra Sarkar, 1630 Raritan Road, Block
14001, Lot 3, R-1 Zone who propose to
retain ten (10) shipping containers at the
rear of the aforementioned property contrary to the following section of the Zoning
Ordinance:
Section 23-3.5, R-1 Residential Zone:
The placement and/or storage of cargo
type containers not normally used in the
operation of a single family residence in a
single family zone is prohibited…
Permission for a period of one (1) year,
if granted, is pursuant to Section 23-4.3
allowing for temporary permission to retain ten (10) shipping containers.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 01/24/19, The Times Fee: $28.56

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
WESTFIELD
Thursday, January 10, a resident of
the 300 block of Park Street reported
being the victim of fraud/identity theft.
The victim stated that an unknown
suspect gained access to the victim’s
personal information and attempted
to open numerous accounts.
Friday, January 11, Danielle Ruffin,
29, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Westfield Municipal Court, in the
amount of $1,000, having been picked
up at the Hillside Police Department.
Unable to post bail, she was turned
over to the Union County jail.
Sunday, January 13, Jose W. NietoGomez, 27, of Morristown was arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) pursuant to a traffic stop in the area of North Avenue
and South Euclid Avenue. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
to a sober, responsible adult.
Monday, January 14, Francis
Connor, 24, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an active, confirmed NCIC (National Crime Information Center) nobail warrant issued by the Hunterdon
County Sheriff’s Office pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue
and Pearl Street. Connor was transported to police headquarters, processed and held awaiting pickup by
the Sheriff’s Office.
Tuesday, January 15, Benny
Rouland, Jr., 50, of Newark was arrested on two outstanding confirmed
warrants with a total bail amount of
$2,006. They included a Westfield
criminal warrant, for $1,067, and a
South Plainfield traffic warrant, for
$939. Rouland was picked up at the
Essex County Correctional Facility
and transported to police headquarters, where he was processed and
committed to the Union County jail.
SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, January 15, Elvin N. Soto,
32, of Newark was arrested on outstanding warrants out of Scotch Plains
and Cranford. Soto was transported
to police headquarters and processed.
Wednesday, January 16, Samaj A.
Eutsey, 21, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Westfield during a motor vehicle stop.
Eutsey was transported to police headquarters and processed.
Thursday, January 17, Joseph B.
Kelly, 56, of Newark was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of Scotch
Plains, New Providence, Plainfield
and Bridgewater during a suspiciouspersons investigation. He was transported to police headquarters and
processed.
Friday, January 18, Pablo Reyes,
54, of Lakewood was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of the Ocean
County Sheriff’s Department during
a motor vehicle stop. Reyes was
transported to police headquarters
and processed.
Sunday, January 20, officers responded to a burglary alarm at a telecommunications business located on
Route 22 West and found the front
door had been smashed. The scene
was secured and it was determined
that several items had been stolen.
The scene was processed by the detective bureau and the case is under

investigation.
FANWOOD
Saturday, January 12, at 8:40 p.m.,
a business on the 240 block of South
Avenue reported a burglary. An unknown person forced open the rear
door and removed several items.
Sunday, January 13, an officer responded to an illegal-dumping call at
the Fanwood Nature Center, located
off Cray Terrace. When the officer
arrived, he located a 20-gallon plastic
container filled with cement.
Monday, January 14, an officer made
a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Shady Lane for a motor vehicle
violation. A check of the driver showed
an active warrant out of Plainfield.
The driver, identified as Olman ReyesOrtiz, 40, of Middlesex, was arrested,
processed, posted bail and released.
Saturday, January 19, an officer made
a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Shady Lane for a motor vehicle
violation. A check of the driver showed
an active warrant out of Newark. He
was arrested, processed, posted bail
and released. Apassenger in the vehicle
also was checked and had an active
warrant out of Linden. He also was
arrested, processed and released by the
Linden Municipal Court. The driver
was identified as Gregory Scruggs, 23,
of Roselle. The passenger was identified as Ifeanyi Emetu, 25, of Roselle.
Sunday, January 20, an officer made
a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Terrill Road for a motor vehicle
violation. A check of the driver showed
an active warrant out of Roselle Park.
The driver, identified as Watrina
Armstrong, 35, of Roselle, was arrested,
processed, posted bail and released.
CRANFORD
Tuesday, January 8, Tiher Black,
20, and Ijah Jones, 20, both of
Irvington, were arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop at the Garden State Parkway 136 Exchange for an inoperable
headlamp. Black and Jones, both passengers in the vehicle, were processed
and provided with municipal court
appearance dates. In addition, the
driver was issued a motor vehicle
summons for maintenance of lamps.
Wednesday, January 9, Francis
Smith, 47, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after police units discovered a one-car motor vehicle crash
along North Avenue East in which the
vehicle, a 2003 Chevrolet, had traveled off the road. Smith was processed
and provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
reckless driving, careless driving and
speeding across a sidewalk.
Thursday, January 10, Brittany
Consulmagno, 26, of Winfield Park
and Justyna Sula, 27, of South Amboy
were arrested and charged with possession of prescription legend drugs,
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle

Lavy House Event to Focus
On Fall Prevention, Exercise
WESTFIELD — An informational
program for senior citizens on “Active Fall Prevention and Therapeutic
Exercise” will take place on Tuesday,
February 5. It will begin at 11:30 a.m.
at The Senior Resource Center at The
Lavy House, located at 748 East Broad
Street, Westfield.
The program will be presented by
Dr. Claire M. Mulry, who is an assistant professor in the Department of
Occupational Therapy at Kean University. Dr. Mulry specializes in community programming, community
mobility, adult acquired brain injury, aging in place, environmental
modifications and home care.
In the United States, falls are the
leading cause of fatal and non-fatal
injuries among older adults. Many
falls can be prevented by taking some
simple measures. Making the home

safer and reducing the risk of falls
can be achieved by installing grab
bars, removing throw rugs and adding lighting.
A light lunch will be served and
kosher dietary laws observed.
The Senior Resource Center at The
Lavy House is a joint venture between Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey, Temple Emanu-El of
Westfield and The Westfield United
Fund. Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey provides programming and the services of Naomi
Kreutzer, Licensed Clinical Social
Worker, each Tuesday. Programs are
free of charge and open to the entire
community.
Registration is recommended if
planning to attend. For more information, contact info@jfscentralnj.org
or (908) 352-8375.

SHERIFF’S SALE

SHERIFF’S SALE

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18004545
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-022140-07
Plaintiff:PHH MORTGAGE CORPORATION
VS.
Defendant: CRAIG T. CURRIE; UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA; JAMES HOESLY;
JEFFERSON INVESTMENT GROUP, LLC;
JOHN H. HURWITH; CHAMPION WHOLESALE,
INC.; JOSEPH PORTUESE; SCOTT DEAN;
HOWARD COLEMAN; MICHAEL SPATZ;
DEMARIA CAPITAL, L.L.C.; CHINA GLASS
U.S.A., INC.; SYLVIA BASCH; JOHN DEMUNCK;
SEAN FLANNERY; MARISOL CURRIE; CAMBRIDGE FINANCIAL SEVICES. INC.;
SEUNGHO LEE; COSIMO DEMARIA HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, AND HER, THEIR, OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; ALICE DEMARIA; JOSEPH
DEMARIA; RICHARD DEMARIA
Sale Date: 02/20/2019
Writ of Execution: 11/05/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Ninety-Eight Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Six
and 90/100*** $498,956.90.
Property to be sold is located in the TOWNSHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.
Premises commonly known as: 2096 NEWARK AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.
BEING KNOWN as LOT 10, BLOCK 9201 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.
Dimensions: 80.00 feet X 100.00 feet X 80.00
feet X 100.00 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: HETFIELD AVENUE.
For sale information, please visit Auction.corn
at www.auction.com or call (800) 280-2832
Website is not affiliated with Sheriff’s office.
Advertise subject USA’s right of redemption:
Pursuant to 28, U.S.C. Section 2410©, this
sale is subject to a 120 day right of redemption
held by the united States of America by virtue of

the Internal Revenue Service Lien: FEDERAL
TAX LIENS.
I. LIEN: DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURYINTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE versus CRAIG
T. CURRIE AND MARISOL VELAZQUEZAGUILAR, dated November 4, 2006 and recorded November 15, 2006 in Book 194, Page
89 in the amount of $109,148.20.
II. LIEN: DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURYINTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE versus CRAIG
T. CURRIE, dated November 4, 2006 and recorded November 15, 2006 in Book 194, Page
88 in the amount of $41,129.63.
Total Upset: ***Five Hundred Fifteen Thousand Fifty-Four and 96/100*** $515,054.96 together with lawful interest and costs.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being foreclosed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction
of the mortgage debt, including costs and expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for an
order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
1617 JFK BOULEVARD
SUITE 1400
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19103
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 01/24, 01/31, 02/07
& 02/14/19
Fee: $277.44
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stop at Centennial Avenue and Raritan
Road for a seatbelt violation. The
driver, Consulmagno, and Sula, a passenger, were arrested for suspected
marijuana found inside the vehicle.
Consulmagno also was charged with
suspected Xanax found inside the vehicle. They were both processed and
provided with state Superior Court
appearance dates. In addition, the
driver was issued motor vehicle summonses for a view obstruction and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.
Thursday, January 10, Sheryl
Sarnicki, 36, of Edison and Jessica
Dmochowski, 32, of Union were arrested and charged with possession of
a controlled dangerous substance and
possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue East and Springfield Avenue
for failing to maintain their lane. The
driver, Sarnicki, and Dmochowski, a
passenger, were both arrested for suspected heroin found inside the vehicle. They were both processed and
provided with state Superior Court
appearance dates. In addition, the
driver was issued motor vehicle summonses for failure to maintain her lane
and possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Saturday, January 12, Henry
Valderrama, 21, of Linden was arrested and charged with possession of
a controlled dangerous substance, possession of less than 50 grams of marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia after a 2017 Audi was
stopped on Commerce Drive for tinted
windows. Valderrama, a passenger in
the vehicle, was arrested for suspected
marijuana and THC oils found inside
the vehicle. He was processed and
provided with a state Superior Court
appearance date. In addition, the driver
was issued a motor vehicle summons
for tinted windows.
Sunday, January 13, Laquaya Vaughn,
42, of Roselle was arrested and charged
with DWI after police units were dispatched to the area of Centennial Avenue for an erratic driver who was just

involved in a motor vehicle crash. Following an investigation at the scene,
police arrested the driver, Vaughn, for
DWI. She was processed and provided
with a municipal court appearance date.
In addition, she was issued motor vehicle summonses for careless driving,
maintenance of lamps, a seatbelt violation, failure to observe a red traffic
signal, no valid insurance card in her
possession, leaving the scene of a crash
and failure to report a crash.
GARWOOD
Tuesday, January 22, patrol units responded to the intersection of South
Avenue and East Street on a report of a
motor vehicle stopped at the signal for
an extended period of time, and the
operator appearing to be asleep at the
wheel. The caller further stated that
they believed there was a child in the
back seat. On arrival, police observed a
red Buick in the westbound lane of
traffic at South Avenue with a green
signal but that was not moving.Apolice
officer pulled directly in front of the
Buick, bumper to bumper, preventing it
from lurching into the intersection uncontrollably. The officer then approached the passenger side of the vehicle and observed that the engine was
running, the vehicle was in drive, the
operator was unresponsive and there
was a toddler in the back seat. The
officer had the child unlock the doors
and he entered the vehicle to put it in
park and shut the engine off. After
making the vehicle safe, he approached
the driver’s side and was able to wake
up the operator, identified as Gregory
K. Dixon, 34, of Plainfield. Dixon appeared highly intoxicated and was found
behind the steering wheel with an open
bottle of Hennessy Liquor between his
legs. He was unable to successfully
perform field sobriety tests and was
placed under arrest. The child was
placed in protective custody and both
were transported to police headquarters. At headquarters, Dixon submitted
to breath testing and his blood alcohol
content was reported to be 0.21 percent. He was issued several complaints
including driving while intoxicated
(DWI), open container in a motor vehicle and endangering the welfare of a
minor. Dixon was released pending his
court appearance. The child was released to a legal guardian.

Imagine Receives Grant
From Schumann Fund
MOUNTAINSIDE — Imagine, A
Center for Coping with Loss, has
announced its receipt of a $10,000
grant from the Schumann Fund of
New Jersey to support “Imagine Newark,” a new, free, children’s grief support center opening in the South Ward
of Newark in March.
“We are grateful for the Schumann
Fund for New Jersey’s investment in
this program, which will help us
broaden our services to reach
underserved youth,” said Mary
Robinson, Imagine executive director and founder. “The Fund’s generous grant will help many grieving
children and their families throughout Newark and beyond to get support for loss due to the death of a
parent, sibling, or other important
person in their life.”
Imagine provides free, year-round,
peer grief support groups for children, ages 3 to 18, who have had a
parent, brother, sister or other important person in their life die. As a
family model, Imagine also provides
simultaneous support groups for parents and guardians of the children and
for young adults ages 18 to 30.
If interested in grief support or
volunteering, contact Imagine Newark Program Director Jacelyn
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18004223
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004425-18
Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR NOMURA
HOME EQUITY LOANS, INC., HOME EQUITY
LOAN TRUST, SERIES 2005-HE1
VS.
Defendant: CAROL L. SHEPPARD, WILLIAM
W. SHEPPARD, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 02/06/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/17/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-One Thousand One Hundred TwentyFour and 44/100*** $421,124.44.
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.
PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 225
Tillotson Road, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.
TAX LOT #10; Block #46.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 75 feet x 139
feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Westfield Road.
Taxes: 4th Quarter of 2018 open balance in
the amount of $3,465.13*
*
Plus interest on these figures through date of
payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Thirty-Three
Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty-Three and 44/
100*** $433,763.44 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 01/10, 01/17, 01/24
& 01/31/19
Fee: $175.44

Matthews at jacelyn@imaginenj.org
or (908) 264-3100, extension no. 108.
Imagine currently is seeking adult
volunteers to facilitate support groups
at the new center in Newark. The
volunteer training will be held Friday
through Monday, February 15 to 18.
In addition, Imagine will offer a
community training program on
Thursday, January 31, at 6 p.m., for
Newark residents who wish to learn
more about supporting children and
their families who are grieving. A
kickoff event will take place at noon
that day to bring awareness to the
community about the services Imagine provides. For more information,
visit imaginenj.org/newark.
In 1988, the Schumann Fund was
created in response to the lifelong
philanthropic mission of John and
Florence Schumann. The Fund provides grant opportunities to organizations that show a commitment to
meeting the social and educational
needs of vulnerable children, youth,
and their families. The organizations
it funds must exhibit initiatives that
prove to have a lasting positive influence on the lives of those they serve,
as well as the broader community. To
learn more, visit fdnweb.org/
schumann.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18004098
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001220-18
Plaintiff: LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: SERGIA ABREU AND LARIDIAN
CONSULTING INC, ASSIGNEE OF HOSEHOLD
BANK
Sale Date: 01/30/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/16/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Five Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-Three
and 21/100*** $355,673.21.
The property to be sold is located in the Borough of Fanwood in the County of Union and the
State of New Jersey.
Premises commonly known as: 57 Locust
Avenue.
Block: 66, Lot: 31.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 80 feet x
99 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: South Avenue.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. The amount
due can be obtained from the local taxing authority. Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also
be subject to the limited lien priority of any
Condominium/Homeowners Association liens
which may exist.
All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to ascertain whether or not any outstanding interest
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so the current amount
due thereon.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Sixty-Four
Thousand Three Hundred Fifty-Two and 86/
100*** $364,352.86 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 01/03, 01/10, 01/17
& 01/24/19
Fee: $193.80
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CLASSIFIEDS
2012 BMW 528XI

WESTFIELD ESTATE SALE

White, 4 door sedan, all wheel
drive, excellent condition, 90,000
mi., original owner, garaged,
$11,500,
many
extras!
(908) 380-6122

550 Arlington Avenue
Sunday 1/27, 10am to 3pm
Granfather Clock, Dining Table
w/6 Chairs, China Cabinet, Lenox
China, Glass, Kitchenware,
Refrigerator, Lamps, Linens, Full
Bedroom, Wardrobe, Art, Classical
Music Records, and more. For
pics & info DovetailsUSA.com.

2000 BUICK REGAL GS

Good Condition, 93K miles,
Garage Kept, Super Charged,
Leather, Power. $2,200, willing to
negotiate price. (908) 546-3444
P/T BUILDING MGR

For Hire:Building Manager - P/T
First Baptist Church of Westfield
Person would be in charge of the
care and maintenance of the
church buildings and grounds.
Please submit resume
with references to:
First Baptist Church of Westfield
Firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net
Inquiries may be directed to
Pastor at:
(908) 233-2278
FARMWORKERS NEEDED

4 temp Nursery workers needed
3/4/19 – 11/15/19. Workers will
plant, cultivate & hand harvest
container and field grown nursery
stock according to supervisor’s
instructions. Workers will have
extensive periods of sitting,
standing, walking, pushing, pulling,
repetitive movement, frequent
stooping and lifting up to 75 lbs.
Must have 3 months verifiable
experience operating 55+ HP farm
equipment including bobcat/ forklift
& affirmative verifiable job
references. May random drug test
at
employer’s
expense.
Guaranteed at least 3/4 of contract
hours but hours will vary according
to weather and crop conditions.
Hours may exceed or be less than
46 hours. Work tools, supplies,
equipment provided at no cost.
Housing provided for noncommuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion.
EOE. Worksites in Erie & Niagara
Co NY. EOE. Report or send a
resume to nearest local NJ Career
Center office or call 908-412-7980
& reference Job #NY1287268.
Russell’s Tree & Shrub Farm LLC–
East Amherst, NY.

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

3 Temp Fruit Farmworkers needed
3/1/19 – 11/15/19. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with pruning, thinning, cultivating
and hand harvesting apples
according to supervisor’s
instructions. Workers will have
extensive periods of sitting,
standing, walking, pushing, pulling,
repetitive movement, frequent
stooping and lifting 75 lbs. Must
have 3 months experience pruning
high density fresh fruit apple trees &
affirmative, verifiable job references.
May random drug test at employer’s
expense. Guaranteed at least 3/4
of contract hours but hours will vary
according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed or
be less than 40 hours. Work tools,
supplies, equipment provided at no
cost. Housing provided for noncommuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr,
applicable piece rate depending on
crop activity, or current applicable
AEWR. Raise/bonus at employer
discretion. EOE. Worksite in
Orleans Co. NY. Applicants report/
send a resume to the nearest NJ
Newark One Stop Career Center
office or call 908-412-7980 & ref job
order #NY1288236. A&J Kirby
Farms LLC- Albion, NY
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Conservancy to Feature
‘Backyard Bird Feeding’
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy invites the community
for a presentation entitled “The Joy
of Backyard Bird Feeding” on Tuesday, February 12, at 7 p.m., at the
Cranford Community Center.
Pete Axelrod from Wild Birds
Unlimited of Scotch Plains will discuss how attracting birds is a great
way to bring people closer to nature
while offering hours of enjoyment.
Mr. Axelrod has been a nature enthusiast since the age of 5. His passion led him to study wildlife biology and natural history interpretation. He has volunteered in avian
population studies, wild bird rehabilitation, habitat restoration, wildlife education and birding ventures
throughout New Jersey, with New
Jersey Audubon, Friends of Great
Swamp National Wildlife Refuge

and The Raptor Trust.
This program will familiarize participants with using bird feeders, water and shelter to attract native birds.
In addition, attendees will learn about
unique and interesting bird behavior. For example, the male Northern
Cardinal feeds its mate in courtship.
The audience also will learn how to
discourage nuisance animals and how
to make their properties bird-friendly.
The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
This program is free and open to the
public. No registration is required,
but seating is available on a firstcome, first-served basis. This presentation is sponsored by the Hanson
Park Conservancy. To learn more,
visit hansonparkconservancy.com or
like the Conservancy on Facebook.

SHERIFF’S SALE

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18004494
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004246-18
Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: KEITH SIMPSON, INDIVIDUALLY
AND AS EXECUTOR OF THE ESTATE OF
ALLEN D. SIMPSON; KARYNN SIMPSON
BOROM; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA; MRS. SIMPSON, WIFE
OF KEITH SIMPSON
Sale Date: 02/20/2019
Writ of Execution: 11/02/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Fifty-Nine Thousand One Hundred Ten and 72/
100*** $259,110.72.
The property to be sold is located in the TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.
Tax Lot 46 f/k/a 16 & 17, Block 11402 f/k/a
315B
Commonly known as 1170 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
0.500 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the southwesterly side line of Martine Avenue, 40 feet from
the southeasterly side line of King Street.
Mortgage dated January 28, 2018, held by
Wells Fargo N.A. in the amount of $101,236.50,
Recorded February 13, 2008, in Book 12411,
Page 691.
The sale is subject to unpaid taxes and assessments, tax, water and sewer liens and other
municipal assessments. The amount due can be
obtained from the local taxing authority. Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any condominium/homeowner association liens which may
exist.
Total Upset: ***Two Hundred Sixty-Five Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty-Nine and 31/100***
$265,969.31 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 01/24, 01/31, 02/07
& 02/14/19
Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18004262
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-020298-14
Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS, L.P.
VS.
Defendant: JANE BUTLER; AND DARYL
BUTLER A/K/A DARRYL BUTLER A/FA
DARREL BUTLER, HER HUSBAND; PND
BANK; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; AND ZOHN &
ZOHN LLP
Sale Date: 02/13/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/22/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Ninety-Seven Thousand Two Hundred SixtyThree and 96/100*** $597,263.96.
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, State of
New Jersey.
PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 393
Midway Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 070231423.
TAX LOT # 4, BLOCK # 38.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Glenwood Road.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 7,344 square
feet.
Total Upset: ***Six Hundred Eighteen Thousand One Hundred Fifteen and 75/100***
$618,115.75 together with lawful interest and
costs.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to ascertain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLTON NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 01/17, 01/24, 01/31
& 02/07/19
Fee: $195.84
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The Ammon Foundation
Awards Spring Scholarships

MUSTANGS ON THE MOVE...Fifth grade students at Lincoln School in Garwood
recently had working lunches to start a school newspaper, "Mustangs on the
Move." Their school mascot is a mustang. Mrs. DelConte and Ms. Tarantino are
shown here with many of the fifth graders who are clearly eager to highlight all
of the current events happening within Lincoln School's active school community.

State Official Visits WHS
To View SEL Efforts
WESTFIELD — The focus was on
Social and Emotional Learning (SEL),
as an official from the New Jersey
Department of Education (NJDOE)
visited Westfield High School (WHS)
on January 11 for a briefing on the ways
SEL is incorporated across the district.
WHS principal Derrick Nelson,
Ed.D., welcomed Andre Taylor, a representative from the office that oversees the SEL initiative at the NJDOE.
Mr. Taylor observed a session of the
high school Transition Program after
receiving an overview from teachers
Antony Farag and Bailey Verdone,
who are advisors for the yearlong program through which junior and senior
peer leaders help their freshmen
schoolmates adjust to high school.
The state official heard from grades
K through 12 English Language Arts
supervisor Tiffany Jacobson, Ed.D,
and physical education coordinator

Beverly Torok about how the New
Jersey SEL competencies — selfawareness, self-management, social
awareness, responsible decision-making, and relationship skills — are
woven into district curriculum.
Mr. Taylor, who said Westfield Public Schools is “ahead of the curve” in
building the social and emotional
competencies of its students, viewed
two segments of a TED-style Talk
series the district is producing to help
explain SEL to the community. He
also met with Maureen Mazzarese,
director of guidance and counseling
for the district, who emphasized the
many ways social and emotional learning is part of the everyday education
in Westfield schools.
“This is a district that has recognized the whole student and student
wellness for many years,” Ms.
Mazzarese said.

AREA – The Ammon Foundation,
the philanthropic endeavor of Ammon
Labs, announced that through its
Ammon Recovery Scholars program,
the organization has disbursed scholarships to 41 individuals in addiction
recovery to offset the costs of attending school for the upcoming Spring
2019 semester. The majority of students awarded scholarships will attend traditional two- and four-year
colleges and universities and two of
the scholarship recipients are enrolled
in culinary school programs.
The Ammon Foundation believes
in investing in recovery by awarding
scholarships to cover tuition and remove financial barriers to continued
education. The Ammon Foundation
has allocated a minimum of $100,000
annually for scholarships to support
individuals in recovery pursuing education via GED/HSE, Certificate Program, Vocational/Trade School, and
two-year and four-year Colleges/Universities. Through a competitive application process, individuals are
granted financial assistance. For the
period of mid-January to June, the
Ammon Foundation awarded scholarships totaling $48,315.
The 41 Spring 2019 scholarship
recipients are attending the following
educational institutions: Adams State
University, Anne Arundel Community College, Augsburg University,
Bergen Community College, Camden
County College, Delaware County
Community College, Elijah’s Promise Culinary School, Eva’s Culinary
School, Fairmont State University,
Fullerton College, Georgia Southern
University, J Sargeant Reynolds Community College, Kean University (2),
Kennesaw State University (3), Lone
Star College, Mainstream Recovery,
Middlesex County College, Montana
State University, Ohio State University, Park University, Rowan College
at Burlington County, Rutgers University (3), Stony Brook University,
Suffolk Community College, Tarleton
State University (3), UC Berkeley,
University of Alabama, University of
California San Diego, University of
California, Berkeley, University Of
Maryland Eastern Shore, University
of Oregon - College of Education,

St. Michael’s School to
Celebrate 90th Anniv.
CRANFORD -- Established in
1929, St. Michael’s School in
Cranford, is celebrating 90 years of
academic excellence. The school will
recognize this milestone on Saturday,
February 2, with a 5:30 p.m. mass at
St. Michael’s Church, located at 40
Alden Street in Cranford, celebrated
by Msgr. Timothy J. Shugrue, Pastor.
A reception will follow at 6:30 p.m.
at St. Michael’s School, located at
100 Alden Street in Cranford. All
current families, alumni of St.
Michael’s School and their families
are welcome to attend.
For more information, please contact the school at (9080 276-9425.
A SOLUTION FOR POLLUTION...Garwood's Lincoln School elementary G &
T students, along with their advisor Mrs. Del Conte, have initiated a challenge to
their school community this week named “Be a Part of the Solution, Not the
Pollution” to reduce or eliminate their use of single use plastic straws, bags and
bottles, which threaten waterways and wildlife.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Local Students Earn
Dean’s List at Emerson
AREA — The following local students have been named to Emerson
College’s Dean’s List for the Fall
2018 semester. Jin Ko of Cranford;
Bianca Assaf of Cranford; Julia Linger of Cranford; Margaret Lafemina
of Westfield; Philip Tice of Scotch
Plains.
The requirement to make the Dean’s
List is a grade point average of 3.7 or
higher that semester.

Family and Human Services Program,
Virginia Commonwealth University
and West Virginia University (2).
The Ammon Recovery Scholars
Program offers financial scholarships
to individuals in recovery to pursue
education and guides recipients by
providing academic, personal and
professional support. The Empowerment Workshop Program employs an
evidence-based and nationally recognized six-module training program,
to fulfill the goal of arming individuals with the vital life skills needed to
bridge the gap between treatment and
recovery. All workshops are facilitated by Certified Ammon Empowerment Coaches.
Scholarship recipients are integrated into the Ammon Recovery
Scholars Program and will be offered
free Peer Recovery Coaching and
Professional Mentoring via the
Ammon Foundations’ new Community Engagement Initiative.
“All the funds generated through
donations to the Ammon Foundation
directly impact the lives of individuals
in addiction recovery,” said Mariel
Hufnagel, executive director of the
Ammon Foundation. “We are pleased
to support 41 students across the country as they begin or continue their
educational journeys this semester. We
subscribe to the philosophy that when
individuals in recovery are holistically
supported to build purposeful lives,
the likelihood of them maintaining
their recovery substantially increases,
and we are honored to help them take
a significant step toward that goal.”
Each year, the Ammon Foundation
hosts its annual Winter Reception as
an integral part of its fundraising efforts and invites allies in the fight
against addiction to invest in recovery by sponsoring or attending its
Second Annual Winter Reception on
February 23. For more information
on the reception, visit: https://
ammonfoundation.org/gala.

Aronds, McCusker
Graduate from JMU
WESTFIELD —- James Madison
University has announced the following local students who graduated
during the August 4, 2018, commencement exercises:
Grace Ann Aronds, of Westfield,
graduated with a degree in Health
Services Administration. She also
received the John D. Krause award
for leadership in the field of healthcare
management. Patrick George
McCusker, of Westfield, graduated
with a degree in Political Science.

John Birle of WF
Named to Dean’s List
At Providence College
WESTFIELD — John Birle, a resident of Westfield, 2015 graduate of
Westfield High School and a member
of the Providence College (PC) class
of 2019, has been named to the Dean’s
List at PC for the Fall 2018 semester.
To qualify for the Dean’s List, students must achieve at least a 3.55
grade point average with a minimum
of 12 credits.
Founded in 1917, Providence College is the only college or university
in the United States administered by
the Dominican Friars and has an undergraduate enrollment of approximately 4,000 students. Providence
College consistently has been ranked
among the top five regional universities in the North according to U.S.
News & World Report’s “America’s
Best Colleges.”

Useful Information for our loyal readers:
Q: How do I download the newspaper at goleader.com?
A: Click the Download the Newspaper link, enter your
Customer #, then click the Log In button.
Q: How do I get a Customer #?
A: If you are a subscriber, your Customer # is
printed on the mailing label located on the front page
of your newspaper. It looks like this:

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

If you are not a subscriber and wish to be, please subscribe
and have the newspaper mailed to you containing your
Customer #.

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

908-232-1231
555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

Q: What if I only want to read the newspaper online?
A: You can become an Online Only subscriber
by going to goleader.com/form/enroll.htm.
You will receive your Customer # by email
after filling out the form.
Suggestion:
Include your Customer # when submitting
press releases to get priority handling.
For additional guidelines, please read the Help Page online
at goleader.com/help.
The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEACHER FOR A DAY...Middle School students at The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison held their annual Teacher-for-a-Day program. After enjoying
community-building grade-level breakfasts, students took over the Middle School
and taught lessons to their peers. Hannah Yin of Scotch Plains shows off the
cupcake she created during Teacher-for-a-Day.

Scotch Plains Student On a
Mission for Operation Smile
SCOTCH PLAINS — Caroline
Cull, a senior at Mount Saint Mary
Academy and a resident of Scotch
Plains, attended a mission trip for
Operation Smile in Tangier, Morocco
from November 29 to December 8.
There, she worked at Hospital Al
Kortobi, which is located on the coast
across from Spain. Her mission partner, Abigail DeMartini, is a senior in
high school in Virginia Beach.
“My first two days were screening
days,” said
Caroline, who
has been a
member of the
Mount Saint
Mary Academy
Operation
Smile Club
since her freshman year. “During screening,
279 potential
patients were
medically assessed. Not all
of them were
able to receive
surgery. Some
were not able to
be operated on
Caroline Cull
because they
were either not
healthy enough or because of resource
or time limitations.”
“While the medical professionals
were working, Abigail and I played
with kids waiting outside to be
screened and distracted them from
everything they were about to go
through,” she said, adding that the
screening days were long, but they
were able to ride camels and go
sightseeing on the second day.
“The next day was our team day,
which we spent in Chefchaouen, commonly called the Blue City (everything is painted blue). The week after
this was surgery week. Our hospital
had eight operating tables, which is
more than most missions are able to
have,” explained Caroline.
“The medical team successfully created new smiles for 177 patients—
four of which I was able to observe,”
she said. “During surgery week, we
split our time between child life (where
the patients went right before surgery), pre-op, and post-op. The kids
loved having a distraction from the
pain or anxiety they were enduring
and needed something fun to do.”
Caroline added, “Surgery week was
amazing, and we also had the opportunity to visit a patient shelter and a
nearby school during this time. At the
school, we presented health modules
that we had been presenting all week
(part of the student team’s responsibilities) and talked to the kids about not
bullying people that are different from
them after hearing many stories of discrimination back at the hospital.”
Before she attended the Operation
Smile mission trip, Caroline was not
sure what to expect.
“I was anxious about my posters
for the modules and what I was going
to pack, and I was nervous overall
about not being able to connect with
any kids,” she shared. “As soon as I
got there, I realized that the kids didn’t
care if my posters weren’t perfect.
They were kind, accepting children
that were overjoyed and excited just
to be hearing the presentations and
getting a chance to participate. There
were also great translators with us
who allowed us to chat with mothers
and their children and connect with
them.”

Caroline added, “The mothers and
children in Tangier were absolutely
amazing and willing to tell us all
about their experiences with cleft conditions. They would hug and kiss you
every time you saw them and were
overall very loving. This was different for me, as this is not usually customary in the United States. I miss the
personability and compassion of the
Moroccans I was able to meet! I realized that sometimes I get caught up in
the insignificant daily
hassles of life
but there is a
bigger picture
out
there,
something
more important.”
Considering the mission trip to be
transformative, Caroline
would suggest
other students
consider participating in
Operation
Smile.
She recalled
her interaction
with the mother of a 15-year-old
daughter named Khadija who received cleft palate surgery.
“They were from Senegal,”
Caroline said. “Khadija’s mother had
spent all of her money on one-way
plane tickets to Tangier, and they had
no way of getting back. They would
have to stay in Morocco until they
made enough money to make it back
home. Abigail, our translator, our student sponsor, and I were all deeply
touched by this. We spoke to a couple
of our friends that were nurses on the
mission, and we scraped together
enough money for the two of them to
get back to Senegal. This kind of
experience and opportunity was truly
once in a lifetime.”
“Operation Smile does life-changing work, and I was incredibly lucky
to be a part of that and to help change
someone’s life,” said Caroline. “I
believe everyone should get an opportunity to have an experience like I
did and would recommend getting
involved with Operation Smile in any
way possible—whether it be through
donations, ISLC (International Student Leadership Conference), or even
going on a mission. All will help
change someone’s life. I hope to stay
involved in college through a U-Voice
program. I also hope to be a nurse
when I graduate, so I also aspire to go
on a mission to help as a nurse when
I’m older.”
Caroline is the daughter of Brian
and Susan Cull of Scotch Plains. Her
sister, Grace, is a junior at Mount
Saint Mary Academy.

Allen of SP Named
To Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS -- Kayla Allen
of Scotch Plains was named to the
Bloomsburg University Fall 2018
Dean's List. Ms. Allen is a member of
the class of 2019 and is majoring in
Biology, Anthropology.
Ms. Allen was among more than
1,900 students named to the Fall 2018
Dean's List. To qualify for Dean's
List, a student must earn a quality
point average of 3.5 or higher (based
on 4.0) during the semester.

Christopher Academy
THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Accredited by the American Montessori Society
with non-traditional Montessori age groupings

Please join us for our

Admissions Open Houses
February 12
9:30 a.m.
Westfield Campus
510 Hillcrest Avenue
908-233-7447

February 19
9:30 a.m.
Scotch Plains Campus
1390 Terrill Road
908-322-4652

Kindly RSVP to respective campus

www.christopheracademy.com
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POPCORN
Green Book
Because Look Out Old Macky’s Back
4 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DANCE, ART, MUSIC...Nikola Palivoda, pictured center during a dance performance this past summer, will be performaing at the Gallery Space art gallery in
Rahway this Saturday along with live music by Jeric Cook.

Live Music, Dance and Art
Join at the Gallery Space
RAHWAY — On Friday, January
25, from 7 to 9:30 p.m. as art enthusiasts mill about the historic Gallery
Space (an art gallery in the heart of
Rahway) they will be inspired by the
musical stylings of Jeric Cook, with
interludes from dancers, Nikola
Palivoda and Rodney Green Jr.
Raised on a musical diet of vintage
Motown and 90s RnB, Jeiris Cook is
serving up his own blend of music
therapy with a dash of folk. Combine
that with his percussive style of play,
and you become witness to a performance that is both unique and memorable.
Rahway resident, choreographer

and dancer Rodney Green Jr., will be
performing a contemporary piece
called, Ready, Aim. Rodney’s insight
for his piece, is simply don’t be afraid
of the battle. Anything good is worth
fighting for. Your “war” is temporary
but necessary. Nikola Palivoda will
be performing an excerpt of his solo
opening that he is choreographing for
his own dance concert, Just Dance!,
at Main Street Theatre Company in
February. This solo marks the performance debut of Nik’s very own Modern Dance technique that he has been
developing for the past two years.
The Gallery Space is located at
1670 Irving Street, Rahway.

Classic ’80s Films to be
Shown on the Big Screen
RAHWAY – A series of three classic 1980s films is being presented on
35mm film at Union County Performing Arts Center’s Main Stage
theater, 1601 Irving Street. All
viewings cost a $5 admission ticket
that includes a 30-minute pre-show
on the theater’s historic organ and

‘Sleeping Beauty’
Puppet Show, Jan. 27
AREA — On Sunday, January 27, at
2 p.m. the Brook Arts Center, 10
Hamilton Street, Bound Brook, is to
present The Paper Moon Puppeteer, who
will bring to the Brook stage the original
tale of “The Sleeping Beauty,” a beautiful princess who falls under a witch’s
spell and sleeps for 100 years. The lovable fairies, a court jester and a little dog
add to the story’s timeless charm.
Guests will enjoy an interactive
pre-show with the puppets before the
main performance and are invited
after the show to ask questions about
the performance.
All Tickets $10. Order online at
www.brookarts.org. Advance ticket
orders will receive a 10 percent coupon for dinner after the show at Mama
Rosina’s Ristorante, located one block
from the theater.
The Paper Moon Puppet Theater
was established in 1989, by Artistic
Director James Racioppi, a master in
of the art of creating and performing
with marionettes for over 40 years.
Mr. Racioppi’s work has been featured on The Captain Kangaroo Show,
Kumquats, with Wayland Flowers and
Madame and in numerous off –Broadway productions.

free popcorn along with the film
screening.
The films are: The Breakfast Club
– Friday, January 25, at 8 p.m. — A
brain, an athlete, a basket case, a
princess, and a criminal are forced to
meet in a Saturday detention. Each
student has different friends, different histories, and has committed a
different infraction. However, in this
melting pot of high school cliques,
the students are each forced to relate
to someone they never would have
dreamed of, and rethink the boundaries they’ve put between each other.
Pretty Woman – Friday, February
15, 8 p.m. — A millionaire businessman Edward Lewis, played by Richard Gere, has just been dumped by his
girlfriend, and sees an opportunity to
meet both his and Vivian Ward’s
needs. Vivian, a prostitute working in
Hollywood’s red-light district, played
by Julia Roberts is paid by Lewis to
pretend to be his female companion
on business trips, buying her a new
wardrobe and bringing her to extravagant places unlike the life she is used
to living. As the two grow closer,
Edward begins to see that Vivian is
much more than meets the eye...
The Karate Kid – Friday, March 8,
8 p.m. — The iconic film starring
Ralph Macchio as Daniel and Pat
Morita as Mr. Miyagi, about martial
arts teaches that self-defense can be
honorable and compassionate. Daniel
enlists the help of Mr. Miyagi, a local
handyman, to teach him the art of
karate. Mr. Miyagi’s unconventional
training methods, at first confusing to
Daniel, make him strong enough to
compete in the All-Valley Karate
Championships against the rival dojo.

LASTING IMPRESSIONS...Art lecturer and singer-songwriter Gordon Thomas Ward, center, visited a general meeting of the Woman’s Club of Westfield
(WCW) held recently at The Masonic Lodge to give a talk on Impressionism.
Shown with Mr. Ward are WCW members, from left, Grace Ann Meyn, Nancy
Muserlian, Pat D’Angelo, Jane Walsweer and Mary Sepe.

Art Lecturer Gives Talk To
Woman’s Club of Westfield
WESTFIELD — Art lecturer and
singer-songwriter Gordon Thomas
Ward visited a general meeting of the
Woman’s Club of Westfield held recently at The Masonic Lodge, 1011
Central Avenue, Westfield. Mr. Ward
gave a talk on Impressionism, a style
of painting associated mainly with
French artists of the late 19th century,
such as Edgar Degas, Edouard Manet,
Claude Monet and Pierre Auguste

Renoir.
Impressionist painting seeks to recreate the artist’s or viewer’s general
impression of a scene. Mr. Ward
showed many slides as part of his
presentation.
Guests are always welcome at
WCW general meetings.
For more information, contact:
Woman’s Club of Westfield, P.O. Box
1157, Mountainside, N.J. 07092.

There it was, the perfect opportunity I thought I wanted…staring me
right in the face. A quadruple bypass
procured the day after Thanksgiving,
2018, can have that effect on a film
critic. What more reason could I conjure to call it a career…to be done
with this movie reviewing stuff and
finally retire to that long fabled cabin
on the lake in Vermont where I would
idyllically pen those 36 essays and
short stories with which I had been
threatening the world of belles-lettres
lo these many years?
But then the words of Professor
Halberstadter, my mentor back at Olde
Ivy Film Criticism College, slowly
interceded. “Always remember the
oath you took, Goldberger. Rain, sleet,
snow, darkness of night, boring, lousy
films or quadruple bypass surgery,
the movies must be reviewed.” Not
that I remembered ever taking any
such oath…thinking perhaps it might
have been a fiction dear old
Halberstadter machinated to
strengthen the breed…semper fi and
all that, you know. Oh, what conflict.
But it was yet another influencing
factor altogether that superseded both
my notions of a serene, post movie
reviewing life and the emphatic exhortations of the scholarly
Halberstadter. Nope…my appearance
here in this comeback column is not
truly altruistic, but actually rather
egotistical. Whilst contemplating
what breed of dog would be best to
repose at my feet as I wrote those
literary gems, it occurred that I perhaps had not yet earned that Green
Mountain Shangri-La. Fact was, I had
yet to accomplish my original goal. In
short, I was not yet famous.
Where was that Pulitzer, a desk at
The New York Times, the Ferrari in
the company garage and the adoring
public it would all entail. But more
indicative of my unfinished mission,
while people who want to investigate
something are apt to “Google it,” to
the best of my knowledge, when a
member of the Great Unwashed is
deciding what film to spend their hardearned shekels on, they rarely say
they’re going to “Goldberger it.”
Having still not attained such referential eminence, I am left little choice.
Hence, like Sydney Greenstreet’s
Kasper Gutman in “The Maltese Falcon” (1941) after it turns out that the
black bird is a fake, I dust myself off
and resolve to continue my quest.
Without further ado or equivocation,
I offer my criticism of Green Book.
Adding a bit of schmaltzy redemption to my pomposity, boy, is it good
I didn’t quit before having the opportunity to tell you about Green Book, a
seriocomic variation on the buddybuddy genre that is as heartwarming
as it is important. While the story
about an African-American concert

pianist and his dese-and-dems-spouting, Italian-American bouncerturned-chauffeur takes place in 1962,
there is no doubt that its intended,
humanitarian appeal to our better
angels serves to address the rampant
racism the recent political obscenity
in America has inflamed.
Anyone with a heart and a halfdecent upbringing will be abashed by
the stark divulgences about intolerance in America so artfully unearthed
as Mahershala Ali’s Don Shirley, the
world famous pianist, is escorted on
his tour through the Deep South by
Viggo Mortensen’s Tony Lip. While
we know all about the separate but
equal hogwash that was the rule down
South before the Civil Rights Act,
and full well know that it is still the
secretly acknowledged, unofficial
policy wherever tyrants and bigots
hold sway, viewed through Tony’s
eyes the horror is redefined.
Seen again and again in various
permutations as the two wind their
way through Dixie, intolerance is
shown for what it is…a deeply imbedded, cultural mainstay…a cowardly lifestyle wrapped in aberrant
ideas of posturing identity. While it is
early on noted that Tony held his own
prejudices against black folks back in
Brooklyn, it isn’t until he sees its
traditionalized virulence south of the
Mason-Dixon line that the intense
unfairness of it all sticks in his craw.
Bias is one thing…being a no good,
cheating bastard is yet another matter.
It’s an interestingly established distinction and Mr. Mortensen is stellar
in his instructive realization of the
epiphany. Likewise, Mr. Ali’s stoical,
intellectual musician is instrumental
in schooling Tony on the inherent
hypocrisies of bigotry, Southern style.
I.e.—While the local patricians take
pride in being able to host the internationally famous virtuoso at their posh
country club, they won’t let him eat in
their dining room. The mutual adversary leads to a touching simpatico.
The reverse spin on Driving Miss
Daisy (1989), part road movie, part
salt and pepper anatomy of an evolving friendship, engagingly iterates
what this world needs now, especially
in light of the racism that’s been all
but condoned as official policy these
last two years. While such muckrakes
too often wind up only preaching to
the choir, in my fantasy I imagine
differently. It’s a young man or
woman, the offspring of rabid white
supremacists who, after secretly imbibing Green Book, discovers the
compassionate being within just clamoring to be freed.
…..
Green Book, rated PG-13, is a Universal Pictures release directed by Peter
Farrelly and stars Viggo Mortensen,
Mahershala Ali and Linda Cardellini.
Running time: 130 minutes.

NATURE AS INSPIRATION...Danielle Wilkinson of Clark stands before her
exhibition of photographic mandalas at The Pearl Street Gallery space in Elizabeth. The exhibit is on display through March 29.

Local Artist Uses Nature As
Inspiration in New Exhibit
COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is
pleased to present an exhibit of photographic mandalas by Danielle
Wilkinson of Clark in the gallery space
at the Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, located at
633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth. A selection of Ms. Wilkinson’s work entitled
“Photographic Mandalas from Nature” is on display at the Pearl Street
Gallery until March 29. Gallery hours
are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays.
“Ms. Wilkinson’s skills as a photographer and digital designer come together in a series of powerful images.
The Freeholder Board is very proud to
provide this opportunity for the public
to enjoy this unique perspective on the
natural world,” said Freeholder Chair
Bette Jane Kowalski.
Danielle Wilkinson is an artist currently creating and teaching workshops
in drawing, photography, spirituality
and yoga. She earned her Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree from Ramapo College of New Jersey and her New Jersey
Art and Education Certification from
St. Peter’s College (now a university).
Ms. Wilkinson taught art at David
Brearley Middle and Kenilworth High
School for 14 years, bringing her
students and their work annually to
the Union County Teen Arts Festival.
Artwork created by her graphic design students was chosen as the official Kenilworth flag, historical seal
and “Cast” logo.
Her students also worked with the
Restore the Shore campaign to raise
money for victims of Superstorm
Sandy, by designing and selling tshirts. In 2012-2013 she was named
High School Teacher of the Year.
Ms. Wilkinson is the owner and
director of Aquarian Yoga Center,
which has locations in Westfield and
Clark. Her artwork is on her line of
yoga clothing and mats, and she has
exhibited her work extensively in

galleries and other venues throughout the state and beyond. She is also
a Getty iStock Photo contributor, the
illustrator of Little Wave, and the
author of her own book, Conduit of
Light, published in 2018. She is also
a guest lecturer at Kean University.
To see more works by Danielle
Wilkinson,
visit
daniellewilkinson.com.
The Pearl Street Gallery space is
available only for works that can be
hung on a wall. Union County artists
interested in exhibiting in the gallery
are welcome to apply. For more information about the Pearl Street Gallery
and other programs, please contact
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl St.,
Elizabeth. Telephone (908) 558-2550.
NJ Relay users can dial 711. E-mail
to: culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Free Family Orchestra
Concert on Sat.
PLAINFIELD — As part of its
mission to provide educational opportunities through youth and family-oriented concerts, the Plainfield
Symphony Orchestra will present
its annual free family concert on
Saturday, January 26, at 3 p.m. at
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church. Under the baton of Maestro
Charles Prince, the program will
feature two noted soloists and two
2018 Young Pianist Competition of
New Jersey Prize winners.
Admission to the concert is free,
no reservations or tickets required.
Program highlights include: Saxophonist Dr. Paul Cohen, soloist on a
SouthAmerican work; David Rimelis,
NJPAC teaching artist, with music to
educate and delight children; Two
2018 Young Pianist Competition of
New Jersey prize winners.
For more information, visit
www.plainfieldsymphony.org.

Armchair Art Tour of Early
Picasso Slated for CWC Mtg.
CRANFORD - The College
Women’s Club of Cranford (CWC)
will be holding its first meeting of the
New Year on Monday, February 11.
The guest speaker will be Michael
Norris, Ph.D, a former educator at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Mr.
Norris has spent the past 20 years at
the Cloisters Museum and the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York
and has lectured on trips all over the
world. His knowledge is extensive in
the Classical and Medieval Art. The
CWC members are excited that Mr.
Norris will again be sharing his vast
knowledge of art.
He will be presenting Pablo Ruiz
Picasso (1881-1973) a prodigy in art,
from childhood to the advanced age
of 91. See Picasso’s changing world
through his pictures at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, from his teenage
years through the decade of his twenties including his Blue and Rose periods, and his early experimentation
with Cubism.
The meeting will be held at the

Seeking Writers
Do You Have:
* A Musical Background?
* A Passion for Writing?
The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times is
seeking creative writers who can
review local symphony and music
performances.
Send a writing sample and brief
resume or online resume for consideration to: ae@goleader.com.

First Presbyterian Church, located at
11 Springfield Avenue, Cranford. It
will begin at 7 p.m. with refreshments
followed by the guest speaker. The
meeting is open to the public.
All Cranford women, who are
graduates of a four-year college or
university, are invited to join the club.
Meetings are held on the second
Monday of each month. For more
information about becoming a member, call Janet Collins at (908) 6531452
or
by
email
at
cranfordcollegeclub@gmail.com or
check out the website at
www.collegewomensclubcranford.com.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ONLY LIGHT CAN...Abigail Kahn’s art work with portraits of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. were on display at the 32nd Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Commemoration Service on Monday. The eighth grader from Roosevelt School in
Westfield was among the elementary school and intermediate school essay, poetry
and art contest winners that were recognized by Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan, Ed.D. at the service held at the First Congregational Church.

Sweet
Sixteen
Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!
THE JAMES WARD MANSION
8JUIPOFFWFOUBUBUJNFBOEPOFFWFOUBEBZ 
“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”JTBOPČFSZPVDBOOPUSFGVTF

ćF+BNFT8BSE.BOTJPOt&BTU#SPBE4USFFUt8FTUĕFME /+tt

www.jameswardmansion.com

ATTENTION LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS: Did You Know You Can
Insert Your Pre-Printed Advertisement into the Leader/Times?
• Mailed to subscribers with the printed newspaper • Provided to stores • Attached to the online edition each Thursday
Ideal for Targeting Your Audience! Go to goleader.com/presskit/insert for more information.
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Hamilton in Puerto Rico, Being in
The ‘Room Where It Happens’
Jazz Is a Way of Life for Local Teen
Who Started Own Band at Age 9

BLOW THAT HORN...Florian Schantz, pictured, front left, with the Florian Schantz Jazz Combo is shown performing at
a local event. Florian started playing trumpet at age 6 when he began lessons at the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD -- Florian Schantz,
16, began a career in music when he
decided to start his own jazz band at
the age of nine. Since then, he’s been
booking gigs, upwards of 80 a year,
reaching 400 gigs this past December. Some may have seen him blowing into his horn in a Sweet Sounds
Downtown performance, or playing
Christmas Carols in downtown
Westfield or Summit, or at the
Fanwood Library. He not only plays
in our communities, but across the
New York metro area. A full listing of
upcoming shows can be found on the
Florian Schantz Jazz Combo website,
vfsjazz.com. The Florian Schantz Jazz
Combo in addition to jazz also plays
Irish, Broadway, Italian and Waltzes.
“It gets me out of the house and I’m

not an average screen-ager,” said
Florian of playing in the band.
The Florian Schantz Jazz Combo
is made up of Florian, his dad, Lowell,
on guitar, his sister, Margaret, 19, on
the Flügelhorn, Rup Chattopadhyaya
on trombone, tuba, flute, and Cory
Ackerman on drums, who make up
the core, most of whom are from
Westfield or Scotch Plains. Then, depending on which gig, the band will
go up to about nine players. “It’s a
bigger sound,” said Lowell Schantz.
It is not only about the sound, it is also
about the person behind the instrument. Florian and his dad have found
musicians, all adults except Florian,
who are like family, and can dig the
improvisational style of Florian’s.
“It’s important for him, too, because he wants belong to something,”
said Mr. Schantz of his son.

Florian had his eye on the trumpet
at age 6, when Ted Schlosberg of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) in Westfield showed him an
array of instruments to choose from,
and ever since has had a passion for
brass. After his school day at
Newmark School in Scotch Plains,
Florian plants himself in his home
studio in Westfield and practices
music for two hours a day.
“He always had a very good feel for
it. He has an amazing endurance and he
just wants to do it. Even when he was
little, he was always all in,” said Mr.
Schantz. While Florian began with the
trumpet, he also plays the marching
baritone, Flügelhorn, clarinet and bass.
When he was 8 years old, Florian
joined a Big Band at NJWA. A year
later he started his own jazz band, and
had his first paid performance at age

Real Estate

Sales Associate
of the Month

•

Mortgage

•

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ART FOR ART...Lin-Manuel Miranda reprised his role of Alexander Hamilton
in a two-week run of his musical Hamilton in Puerto Rico to raise money for artists
and cultural groups still struggling in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria.

actions, during our 7:30 p.m. performance that night on January 16, ushers
kept a watchful eye on the audience by
patrolling up and down the side aisles.
At the curtain call, however, they relented and seemingly, all 1,700 audience members armed themselves with
smart phone cameras simultaneously.
As expected, at the last beat of the
song, Mr. Miranda pulled out the silk
replica of the Puerto Rican flag and
waved it to the audience. Then, as the
last strains of music ebbed, the audience in the balcony began to sing
“Happy Birthday” to the star who was
celebrating his 39th birthday that very
day. The orchestra chimed in and the

~FLORIAN SCHANTZ CONTINUED~

10. Florian began a shift to jazz in his
early teens, which led him down a
path away from NJWA.
“He got into jazz because he was
always improvising when he was in
the Big Band,” said Mr. Schantz, who
guided Florian to establish his own
band. He advised his son, “Do what
you want to do because it makes it fun
too. If it’s not fun, than it’s no good.”
Jazz is a way of life, some jazz
musicians say, and with Florian who
loves to improvise, what better mode
of music to choose his path.
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•
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EXPANDED SPLIT
$665,000

3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial. Eat In Kitchen, Formal Dining Rm, Den/Family
Room, attic, basement, private backyard with deck and detached 2 car garage.

WESTFIELD

CUSTOM COLONIAL
$995,000

4 BR, 3.5 Bath Expanded Split with an open floor plan. EIK, FDR, FR, LR
w/fireplace, MBR with a private Deck, att garage (2).

Linda Ingram

8FTUæFME0GæDF|

playwright came out draped in the flag
to acknowledge the ear-splitting applause and screams of delight.
So, what kind of an audience was
there? Most of the people on my fourday tour were not Broadway nerds,
but were merely Hamilton fans (and
fanatics). Former Cranford resident
Janice Sakkal confessed this was her
fifth time seeing the musical – including in Manhattan, the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C. and in her
now hometown near Charlotte, N.C.
But she wasn’t the only hard-core
Hamilton fan on the bus of 20 folks
going together to the cultural spots of
museums, the fort, Old San Juan and
the theater. Jim Huber from Salt Lake
City had seen the show five times,
once traveling to London as well as to
Chicago to see the traveling troupe.
He had read the biography of Hamilton
and listened to the sound track before
getting hooked. He plans to go to San
Francisco to see this troupe that will
take the production on the road.
Aphysician’s assistant from Nebraska
confessed that this was her eighth time
seeing the show, but the first time with
Lin-Manuel himself. Afterwards, she
said, “He’s maybe not the best singer
I’ve ever heard deliver the lyrics, but
he’s got the most charisma.”
I’d have to second that emotion.
Sometimes, like the song says, you
just “wanna be in the room where it
happens” and the Centro De Bellas
Artes Luis A. Ferre facility in Puerto
Rico was where it all happened in
January 2019 for me.

Closing Services

Nancy
Kronheimer
Top Sales

COLONIAL

Jacqueline “Jackie” Mandell

Lin-Manuel Miranda, creator of the
Broadway mega-hit Hamilton, recently began a two-week run of his
musical in Puerto Rico to raise money
for artists and cultural groups still
struggling in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria. When Mr. Miranda announced a year ago that he would
reprise his role of Alexander Hamilton
in Puerto Rico, I started planning. I
had seen the show in New York City
in 2016, but as fate would have it, the
creator of the show did not perform in
that matinee’s production. That
steeled my resolve to “be in the room
where it happens” in Puerto Rico.
A four-day, three-night trip afforded
me just that opportunity.
In the song, “Hurricane” the character Alexander Hamilton tells the story
of his surviving a hurricane that destroyed his town. “It was very hard to
sing (that song) here in Puerto Rico,”
the playwright said in an AP reported
interview. In referring to the people of
Puerto Rico, he said, “You know better than I what it is to survive a hurricane. I feel like I’m going back to
Maria a little bit every time I sing it.”
The afternoon performance of the
night I saw the production, we heard
that Mr. Miranda had to self-edit live
onstage to change the words to the
iconic song, “My Shot.” He said in a
Tweet that it was a heart-stopping moment when he changed the lyrics from
“I’m a get a scholarship to King’s College I probably shouldn’t brag, but dag,
I amaze and astonish” to, “Lady filming
in the 4th row please stop it. Please
don’t make me do that...again.”
In her later tweet of apology, her
excuse was she was saving it for posterity. “I don’t accept that premise,” he
tweeted back. “A bootleg, with terrible
audio and shaky visuals doesn’t preserve my work, it MISrepresents it.”
Probably because of that woman’s

Sales Associate
of the Month
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By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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AJ BENCIVENGA DEFEATS GUERRERO, NOCK WINS MAJOR DECISION, SMITH PINS, WATERS PINS

Cougar Wrestlers Roar Past Roselle Park Panthers, 50-17
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Midseason injuries forced both
teams to make adjustments but
the hosting Cranford High
School wrestling team had the
resources to make its adjustments work out well in a 50-17
victory over the Roselle Park
Panthers on January 16. The 72 Cougars enjoyed the luxury of
receiving forfeits in the first two
slated bouts of the evening and
another at the very end in addition to pulling out a few key
victories.

Ballyhoo

“We had some injuries and
some illnesses, so we did some
bumping around but I was impressed with how well we
wrestled in different weight
classes. They didn’t have a full
lineup either. It feels good always to get a win over them but
I know they didn’t have their
strongest lineup,” Cougar Head
Coach Pat Gorman pointed out.
After Cougars Matt Doran and

Probitas Verus Honos
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

Zach Blevins received forfeits at
195-lbs and 220-lbs, respectively, Cougar freshman Kevin
Shriner won a key bout at 285lbs against Dave Torres and his
short arm drag takedown in the
first period made the difference
in a 3-2 decision. Ronan Waters
came through with another key
win when he pulled off a slick
duck-under takedown then
pinned Panther Justin Llizo in 30
seconds with a tight waist/half
nelson at 106-lbs. Will Fernandez
followed with a 3-0 decision over
Danny Luc at 113-lbs to give
Cranford a 24-0 lead.
“Ronan Waters went out there
like a different animal. It’s good
to see him turn the corner at the
right time,” Coach Gorman com-

l'ennemi du journaliste

mented.
Panther Gabe Leo put six team
points on the board when he
pinned Brendan Reilly in 31 seconds using a wrist-and-arm bar
walkover combination at 120lbs.
Panther Eddie Hummel, fresh

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

off a huge victory over stateranked CJ Composto (Westfield)
for the Union County Tournament (UCT) 126-lb title, put on a
clinic of takedowns to claim a 238, 5:41 tech fall over Pat Kalnins.
Hummel executed takedowns
that included duck-unders, snap
downs, double-legs and spin behinds, then showcased his devastating lateral throw takedown
to go with a smooth standing
switch reversal.
On his impressive victory over
Composto, Hummel, whose only
other NJ losses were to secondranked Joe Olivieri (Hanover
Park) and sixth-ranked Brandon
LaRue (High Point), said, “We
have only wrestled twice. I know
I am going to see him more and
I am looking forward to seeing
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Cranford Cougar Wrestlers Roar Past Roselle Park Panthers, 50-17, in Cranford
him more but I just got to work
and I got to get ready for it. I
knew in the first match that he
likes to push. I got a couple of
stall calls, so I knew I had to keep
pushing the pressure, keep pushing him and it worked.”
After a scoreless first period at
132-lbs Cougar Dean Smith converted a pullback to a half nelson
to show Julian Colon the lights in
the second period. Next came
Panther standout Mark Montgomery facing off with freshman Colin
Murray at 138-lbs. Montgomery
initiated a pair of takedowns and
added a two-point front stretcher
in the first period. In the second
period, Murray went low for a
takedown and Montgomery answered with a Mallory/step-over
pin in 2:44 to make the team
score 30-17.
Another thriller arrived at 145lbs when Cougar Jack Korzeneski,
trailing 3-1 in the third period,
pulled off a Fireman’s reversal to

force overtime where he added a
spin-around takedown to defeat
Drew Graves, 5-3.
But the biggest key bout came
next at 152-lbs between AJ
Bencivenga, known for his stylish Fireman’s dump takedownto-back moves, and Panther Elvin
Guerrero, who was quite aware
of the move and kept his elbows
in tight. Bencivenga managed a
double-leg/spin takedown and
Guerrero escaped in the first
period. Bencivenga escaped in
the second period then in the
third period, he finally saw his
opening and exercised his fourpoint Fireman’s dump to back
maneuver to claim a 7-3 decision.
“I have wrestled Elvin plenty of
times. He knew it was coming.
He knew that I was going to
come [Fireman’s] dump. He was
keeping his arms in tight and was
staying at a low stance, so I tried
some shrugs, some arm drags,

trying to get him open, so I could
get my underhook and then hit
my dump and get four points.
That made the difference,”
Bencivenga described.
“He [Guerrero] knows what’s
going on and he [Bencivenga]
still was getting to it. It was a
good overall effort,” Coach
Gorman commented.
On several occasions, Guerrero
attempted to scoop Bencivenga’s
ankle for a takedown.
“I kept stepping over. I knew
they were coming. He would keep
doing a shrug and then he would
drop down low, so I was just
jumping over his hands before
he could catch my foot,”
Bencivenga explained.
The next bout, 160-lbs, featured Panther Pat Gergich and
Cougar Max Nock, who had been
wrestling at the JV level behind
Bencivenga and Ky’ell Roper,
who was ill. Nock demonstrated
that he too was quite talented

when he exercised a slip-through
takedown, followed up with a
front single grapevine/head
smother and added a arm bar/
tight waist walkover to seize an
8-2 lead entering the third period then he added a shrug-by
takedown and a nearfall to grab
a 13-2 major decision.
“I tried to get in my legs, tried
to get a lot of points there. It
seems to be working a little bit
for me and I tried to get the fall
at the end,” Nock said.
On his shrug-by takedowns,
Nock answered, “I felt that coming in on the first round then I
waited until the last round. I just
shrugged it by. It worked pretty
good.”
“We had some good wins
against them and Max Nock is
what the program is all about.
Today he had an opportunity to
go out there and because Ky’ell
hasn’t been feeling that well. He
does what he did last year when

we put him on varsity. He gets
the win,” Coach Gorman said.
The last active bout of the
evening had Evan Kanterman
amassing five takedowns, an
escape and a penalty point to
claim a 12-4 major decision over
Jon Estivene at 170-lbs. Cougar
Justin Alpaugh-McLean received
a forfeit at 182-lbs.
BOUT SEQUENCE:
195: — Doran C won forfeit
220: — Blevins C won forfeit
285: — Shriner C d Torres 3-2
106: — Waters C p Llizo :30
113: — Fernandez C d Luc 3-0
120: — Leo R p Reilly :31
126: — Hummel R tf Kalnins 23-8 5:41
132: — Smith C p Colon 2:13
138: — Montgomery R p Murray 2:44
145: — Korzeneski C d Graves 5-3 SV
152: — Bencivenga C d Guerrero 7-3
160: — Nock C md Gergich 13-2
170: — Kanterman C md Estivene 12-4
182: — Alpaugh-McLean C won forfeit
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Chatham Cougars’ Persistence Chills Westfield Lady Blue Devils in Basketball, 47-32

Page S-6

Thursday, January 24, 2019
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Ballyhoo

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

more photos next page

Chatham Cougars’ Persistence Chills Westfield Lady Blue Devils in Basketball, 47-32

Page S-7

Thursday, January 24, 2019
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Ballyhoo

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

Chatham Cougars’ Persistence Chills Westfield Lady Blue Devils in Basketball, 47-32

Page S-8

Thursday, January 24, 2019
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Ballyhoo

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

Story on page 9
of The Westfield Leader

more photos next page

* Westfield Blue Devils Slip Past Rahway Indians in Wrestling Showdown, 43-22 *
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* Westfield Blue Devils Hold Off SPF Raiders in Boys Basketball Action, 60-59 *
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Cranford Superintendent Answers
Questions About Reimagining Plans
goleader.com/ballyhoo

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Superintendent
of Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D.,
and the Cranford Board of Education (BOE) fielded questions,
Tuesday night, at Livingston Avenue School, related to plans for
installing full-day kindergarten
in the Cranford district.
Several meetings have been
held to address concerns over an
original plan introduced to the
district in October, referred to as
“Reimagining” Cranford Schools
by Mr. Rubin and the BOE.
On December 17, nine other
options that would make full-day
kindergarten possible in the district were presented to the public, based on a study conducted
by Ross Haber and Associates.
Former Interim Superintendent
of Schools in Cranford, Marilyn
Birnbaum, Ed.D., spoke at the
meeting in regards to the
strengths and weaknesses of the
district, and although she made
clear she was not speaking “to
advocate for any plan,” she found
Cranford to be “a district of
schools” instead of “a school district,” due to the current configuration of the schools.
Ms. Birnbaum suggested a comprehensive middle school would
be beneficial in many ways and
much would be gained by many
of the things offered through the
various plans.
She further commented that
Cranford had parental support, a
“Mayberry” type of environment
and great leadership, and suggested that making some of the
changes offered in the various
plans would turn a “B” district
into an “A.”
Gina DiFabio, a full-day kindergarten teacher at Walnut Avenue
School, also spoke at the meeting about “the gift of time” she
has with her full-day kindergar-

ten students and made evident
many of the teachers support
any plan that would allow all
kindergarteners to enjoy the
same benefits.
Resident William Lapenta spoke
to the board specifically about
the Reimagining plan in regards
to proposed construction of 905
apartments at 750 Walnut Avenue and questioned if the board
would push back the plans if
plans for building were approved.
Mr. Rubin commented that the
board would consider “what is
going on around us,” and reaffirmed the idea that the report by
Ross Haber and Associates did
not factor in changes building at

Freeholder Standing
Committees for 2019
COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder standing committees
for 2019 have been announced
as follows:
Fiscal: Committee Freeholder
Vice-Chairman
Alexander
Mirabella, chairman, and Freeholders Angel Estrada, Sergio
Granados and Kimberly PalmieriMouded.
Policy and Administrative Code:
Freeholder Rebecca Williams,
chairman, and Freeholders Chris
Hudak, Board Chairman Bette
Jane Kowalski and Freeholder
Andrea Staten.
Open Space Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust Board:
Freeholder Granados, chairman,
and Freeholders Angela Garrison, Mirabella, and Williams.
Parks, Public Works and Facilities: Freeholder Kowalski, chairman, and Freeholders PalmieriMouded, Staten, and Williams.
Public Safety/Homeland Security: Freeholder Hudak, Chairman, and Freeholders Garrison,
Mirabella and Estrada.

750 Walnut Avenue would bring
about.
“If there is a decision on Walnut,” it may change which plan
residents and parents feel is best
for the district, Mr. Lapenta told
the board.
Resident Eric Rubinson expressed concern over legislation
being passed that would mandate full-day kindergarten if the
current referendum, which would
allow for full-day kindergarten in
the district, does not pass, leaving the district in a type of limbo.
Mr. Rubin assured Mr. Rubinson
that, while he was concerned
about the legislation, he wanted
full-day kindergarten in Cranford
due to the multiple benefits it
offered and made evident that
he felt the 10 plans proposed act
as the contingency plan, should
the legislation come through.
Mr. Rubin suggested the district should “take a breath,” not
feel rushed in making their decision due to the legislation and
continue to talk through the issues at hand.
One resident, who labeled himself a “professional grandfather”
said he opted for “plan 11,” which
was to leave things in the district
exactly as they are.
The next regularly scheduled
board meeting will be held on
Monday, January 28.
Additional question and answer
meetings related to the
Reimagining plan will be held on
Tuesday, February 5 at Orange
Avenue School, Thursday, February 7, at Hillside Avenue School,
and Tuesday, February 19, at
Brookside Place School, each
starting at 7 p.m.
A survey will be sent out to
every household in Cranford to
get feedback on what the residents of Cranford think about the
various plans once meetings have
been completed.
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MUSTANGS ON THE MOVE...Fifth grade students at Lincoln School in
Garwood recently had working lunches to start a school newspaper, "Mustangs
on the Move." Their school mascot is a mustang. Mrs. DelConte and Ms.
Tarantino are shown here with many of the fifth graders who are clearly eager
to highlight all of the current events happening within Lincoln School's active
school community.

Planning Bd. OKs UCC to
Replace Cooling Unit
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The planning
board, in a 7-to-2 vote, recommended approval of the application by Union County College
(UCC) to install a cooling tower
atop the roof of MacKay Library.
Board members Ann Dooley, the
township’s deputy mayor, and
Chris Chapman both voted
against the application. Board
Vice-Chairwoman Bobbi Anderson recused herself from the
hearing.
Also, at the reorganization
meeting held prior to the application, the board, in a 7-to-1
vote, selected a new board attorney. John Drill was selected to
serve the one-year term. Mr.
Chapman voted no, and Mayor
Patrick Giblin and Ms. Dooley
abstained. Mark Rothman, who
was the board’s attorney in 2018,
will stay on through the Hartz

Mountain hearings and litigation
filed by SCODEE LLC against the
planning board in its application
to subdivide a residential property on Park Drive.
Kathleen Murray will remain as
chairwoman; Ms. Anderson, vicechairwoman; Donna Pedde, secretary, and Lynda Feder, alternate secretary. Township Engineer William Masol will remain as
board engineer.
In the UCC application, the architect from NV5, James
Brighton, showed aerial photographs of three residential properties across the street from the
site at UCC where the cooling
tower would be located on the
roof. He also showed a survey
rod and a depiction of where the
cooling tower would occupy the
roof. The photo was taken at an
elevation of six feet above the
curb of the property across the
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Garwood Library Highlights
Offerings For February
GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has announced activities for adults and youth to be
held there during the first half of
February.
The Knitting Club meets on Mondays and Thursdays at 10:30
a.m. No registration is required.
Participants learn how to knit or
show others how it is done while
enjoying fun conversation.
Needles and yarn are provided to
newcomers.
Kid’s Chess takes place on Mondays at 3 p.m. No registration is
required but sessions are limited
to 12 players. This non-instructional program offers an informal
chess game for children of all
ages. Six boards are provided.
Explore It is featured on Tuesdays, at 3 p.m., in the Lincoln
School Art Room. This program
provides after-school STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) fun for kids in
fourth grade and older. Registration is required and limited to 16.
Toddler Story Time, for children from infants through age 4,
is presented Wednesdays at
10:30 a.m. Activities include stories, songs, bubbles and more.
No registration is required. The
Pipsqueak Players will visit
Storytime on February 13.
The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet on February 7, at 7
p.m., for a lively discussion of
the month’s book. No registration is required. Interested persons are advised to check with
the library for its latest book
selection by calling (908) 7891670.
Adult Craft is scheduled for
Tuesday, February 12, at 6 p.m.
Participants will make a craft to
bring home. There is a limit of 10
and registration is required.

Probitas Verus Honos

“Bugs on the Go with
Insectropolis,” for children in kindergarten to grade 5, will take
place on Wednesday, February
13, at 3 p.m. Representatives
from Insectropolis will provide
an introduction to arthropods and
insects featuring live hissing
cockroaches, a giant millipede,
an Emperor scorpion and a tarantula. Registration is required
and limited to 30. To register,
visit youseemore.com/garwood,
call (908) 789-1670 or stop into
the Garwood Public Library.
Lego will be offered on Thursdays, February 14 and 28, at 3
p.m., for children ages 4 to 12.
Participants may build whatever
comes to mind. Some Lego creations will be displayed in the
library showcase. Registration is
required and limited to 15.
The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. Additional programs will be announced for the second half of
February. For more information
and to register for programs, call
(908) 789-1670.
The library is open Monday
through Thursday from 9 a.m. to
8 p.m.; Fridays from 9 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., and Saturdays from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. The library will be
closed on Monday, February 18,
for Presidents’ Day.

Local Students Earn
Dean’s List at Emerson

AREA — The following local students have been named to
Emerson College’s Dean’s List
for the Fall 2018 semester. Jin Ko
of Cranford; Bianca Assaf of
Cranford; Julia Linger of
Cranford; Margaret Lafemina of
Westfield; Philip Tice of Scotch
Plains.
The requirement to make the
Dean’s List is a grade point average of 3.7 or higher that semester.

Ballyhoo

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

Planning Bd. OKs UCC to Replace Cooling Unit
street, representing the sightline
of a person standing at the curb
from their property. From that
point, the person will see seven
feet of height of the cooling tower
screen, which acts as an acoustic
and visual screen, that surrounds
the proposed cooling tower. The
cooling tower would be situated
in the center of the roof.
Nancy Apicella, a neighbor of
UCC who lives on Princeton Road,
asked the board to have UCC be
responsive to the neighbors during the construction process and
have someone from the township the neighbors could call.
She also requested the construction staging area not be along
Princeton Road. She said in the
past, construction projects have
caused her car’s tires to be blown
by construction nails left on the
roadway, and her sprinkler heads
to be broken because trucks
drove up on her lawn.
She said she is “dismayed of
the courtesy approval.” She said
the cooling tower is aesthetically
“unappealing.”

St. Michael’s School to
Celebrate 90th Anniv.

CRANFORD -- Established in
1929, St. Michael’s School in
Cranford, is celebrating 90 years
of academic excellence. The
school will recognize this milestone on Saturday, February 2,
with a 5:30 p.m. mass at St.
Michael’s Church, located at 40
Alden Street in Cranford, celebrated by Msgr. Timothy J.
Shugrue, Pastor.
A reception will follow at 6:30
p.m. at St. Michael’s School, located at 100 Alden Street in
Cranford. All current families,
alumni of St. Michael’s School
and their families are welcome to
attend.
For more information, please
contact the school at (9080 2769425.

“As a taxpayer and a homeowner, we deserve some courtesy and consideration as well,”
Ms. Apicella said.
The board also said that UCC
should keep start and stop times
of construction each day to be
consistent with the township ordinance, and replace any trees
that may have to come down for
access to the roof.
Board member Peter Taylor said
in his motion to recommend the
application that the existing cooling tower “is out of its service
life,” calling the unit “necessary.”
Ms. Dooley said the “law doesn’t
support” the stance of UCC that

coming to the board for every
application is as a “courtesy review.”
“We hope the county and the
college recognizes that it should
be coming to the zoning and
planning office and determine in
advance if it is a courtesy review
or a regular application,” Ms.
Dooley said. “I do think the case
law is pretty plain.”
At the planning board’s next
meeting, on Wednesday, January 30, Hartz Mountain, LLC will
continue its rezoning application
for 750 Walnut Avenue, when its
traffic engineer and planner are
expected to provide testimony.

Lifeguard Training to Begin
This Month In Cranford
CRANFORD — The SAI
StarGuard Lifeguard Training
course is being offered at the
Cranford Pool and Fitness Center
during the months of January
through May. The purpose of the
SAI StarGuard training program
includes prevention, surveillance,
response and rescue, workplace
environment skill in addition to
the American Safety and Health
Institute (ASHI) CPR Pro, Basic
First Aid and Bloodborne Pathogens training, the relief of choking
adults, children and infants and
first aid emergency skills. The goal
of the training is to help students
develop the knowledge, skills and
confidence to be an effective and
responsible lifeguard.
Enrollment requires that participants be at least 16 years old
before the last scheduled class
session and that they pass a
prerequisite skills evaluation test.
Those interested in enrolling are
asked to email the facility manager,
Anne
Dolan,
at
adolan@cranfordnj.org.
Three options for classes are

listed below. Participants are
asked to bring a swimsuit and
towel for the skills evaluation
and for every class.
Option 1:
Pretest (skill evaluation) is Monday, January 28, from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m.
Class dates are January 29 and
31, February 5, 7, 12, 19, 21 and
26 (if needed), from 6 to 9 p.m.
each session.
Option 2:
Pretest (skill evaluation) is Monday, March 4, from 7:30 to 8:30
p.m.
Class dates are March 5, 7, 12,
13, 19, 21, 26 and 28 (if needed),
from 6 to 9 p.m. each session.
Option 3:
Pretest (skill evaluation) is Monday, April 22, from 7:30 to 8:30
p.m.
Class dates are April 23, 25 and
30, May 2, 7, 9, 14 and 16 (if
needed), from 6 to 9 p.m. each
session.
For additional information, call
the Cranford Pool and Fitness
Center at (908) 709-7260.
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CRANFORD
Tuesday, January 8, Tiher Black,
20, and Ijah Jones, 20, both of
Irvington, were arrested and
charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop
at the Garden State Parkway 136
Exchange for an inoperable
headlamp. Black and Jones, both
passengers in the vehicle, were
processed and provided with
municipal court appearance
dates. In addition, the driver was
issued a motor vehicle summons
for maintenance of lamps.
Wednesday, January 9, Francis
Smith, 47, of Cranford was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after police units discovered a one-car
motor vehicle crash along North
Avenue East in which the vehicle,
a 2003 Chevrolet, had traveled
off the road. Smith was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In
addition, he was issued motor
vehicle summonses for reckless
driving, careless driving and
speeding across a sidewalk.
Thursday, January 10, Brittany
Consulmagno, 26, of Winfield
Park and Justyna Sula, 27, of
South Amboy were arrested and
charged with possession of prescription legend drugs, possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop at Centennial Avenue and Raritan Road for a
seatbelt violation. The driver,
Consulmagno, and Sula, a passenger, were arrested for suspected marijuana found inside
the vehicle. Consulmagno also
was charged with suspected
Xanax found inside the vehicle.
They were both processed and
provided with state Superior
Court appearance dates. In addition, the driver was issued
motor vehicle summonses for a
view obstruction and possession

of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Thursday, January 10, Sheryl
Sarnicki, 36, of Edison and Jessica Dmochowski, 32, of Union
were arrested and charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous substance and possession of drug paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop at
North Avenue East and Springfield Avenue for failing to maintain their lane. The driver,
Sarnicki, and Dmochowski, a
passenger, were both arrested
for suspected heroin found inside the vehicle. They were both
processed and provided with
state Superior Court appearance
dates. In addition, the driver was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for failure to maintain her lane
and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor
vehicle.
Saturday, January 12, Henry
Valderrama, 21, of Linden was
arrested and charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance, possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia after a 2017 Audi was stopped
on Commerce Drive for tinted
windows. Valderrama, a passenger in the vehicle, was arrested
for suspected marijuana and THC
oils found inside the vehicle. He
was processed and provided with
a state Superior Court appearance date. In addition, the driver
was issued a motor vehicle summons for tinted windows.
Sunday, January 13, Laquaya
Vaughn, 42, of Roselle was arrested and charged with DWI
after police units were dispatched
to the area of Centennial Avenue
for an erratic driver who was just
involved in a motor vehicle crash.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police arrested the driver,
Vaughn, for DWI. She was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In
addition, she was issued motor
vehicle summonses for careless
driving, maintenance of lamps, a
seatbelt violation, failure to observe a red traffic signal, no valid

Ballyhoo
insurance card in her possession,
leaving the scene of a crash and
failure to report a crash.
GARWOOD
Tuesday, January 22, patrol
units responded to the intersection of South Avenue and East
Street on a report of a motor
vehicle stopped at the signal for
an extended period of time, and
the operator appearing to be
asleep at the wheel. The caller
further stated that they believed
there was a child in the back
seat. On arrival, police observed
a red Buick in the westbound
lane of traffic at South Avenue
with a green signal but that was
not moving. A police officer pulled
directly in front of the Buick,
bumper to bumper, preventing it
from lurching into the intersection uncontrollably. The officer
then approached the passenger
side of the vehicle and observed
that the engine was running, the
vehicle was in drive, the operator was unresponsive and there
was a toddler in the back seat.
The officer had the child unlock
the doors and he entered the
vehicle to put it in park and shut
the engine off. After making the
vehicle safe, he approached the
driver’s side and was able to
wake up the operator, identified
as Gregory K. Dixon, 34, of
Plainfield. Dixon appeared highly
intoxicated and was found behind the steering wheel with an
open bottle of Hennessy Liquor
between his legs. He was unable
to successfully perform field sobriety tests and was placed under arrest. The child was placed
in protective custody and both
were transported to police headquarters. At headquarters, Dixon
submitted to breath testing and
his blood alcohol content was
reported to be 0.21 percent. He
was issued several complaints
including driving while intoxicated
(DWI), open container in a motor
vehicle and endangering the
welfare of a minor. Dixon was
released pending his court appearance. The child was released
to a legal guardian.
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Conservancy to Feature
‘Backyard Bird Feeding’
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy invites the community for a presentation entitled
“The Joy of Backyard Bird Feeding” on Tuesday, February 12, at
7 p.m., at the Cranford Community Center.
Pete Axelrod from Wild Birds Unlimited of Scotch Plains will discuss
how attracting birds is a great way
to bring people closer to nature
while offering hours of enjoyment.
Mr. Axelrod has been a nature
enthusiast since the age of 5. His
passion led him to study wildlife
biology and natural history interpretation. He has volunteered in
avian population studies, wild bird
rehabilitation, habitat restoration,
wildlife education and birding ventures throughout New Jersey, with
New Jersey Audubon, Friends of
Great Swamp National Wildlife

Refuge and The Raptor Trust.
This program will familiarize participants with using bird feeders,
water and shelter to attract native
birds. In addition, attendees will
learn about unique and interesting
bird behavior. For example, the
male Northern Cardinal feeds its
mate in courtship. The audience
also will learn how to discourage
nuisance animals and how to make
their properties bird-friendly.
The Cranford Community Center is located at 220 Walnut Avenue. This program is free and
open to the public. No registration
is required, but seating is available on a first-come, first-served
basis. This presentation is sponsored by the Hanson Park Conservancy. To learn more, visit
hansonparkconservancy.com or
like the Conservancy on Facebook.

Armchair Art Tour of Early
Picasso Slated for CWC Mtg.
CRANFORD - The College
Women’s Club of Cranford (CWC)
will be holding its first meeting of
the New Year on Monday, February 11.
The guest speaker will be
Michael Norris, Ph.D, a former
educator at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Mr. Norris has spent
the past 20 years at the Cloisters
Museum and the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York and has
lectured on trips all over the world.
His knowledge is extensive in the
Classical and Medieval Art. The
CWC members are excited that
Mr. Norris will again be sharing
his vast knowledge of art.
He will be presenting Pablo Ruiz
Picasso (1881-1973) a prodigy in
art, from childhood to the advanced age of 91. See Picasso’s
changing world through his pictures at the Metropolitan Mu-

seum of Art, from his teenage
years through the decade of his
twenties including his Blue and
Rose periods, and his early experimentation with Cubism.
The meeting will be held at the
First Presbyterian Church, located
at 11 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford. It will begin at 7 p.m.
with refreshments followed by
the guest speaker. The meeting
is open to the public.
All Cranford women, who are
graduates of a four-year college
or university, are invited to join
the club. Meetings are held on
the second Monday of each
month. For more information
about becoming a member, call
Janet Collins at (908) 653-1452
or
by
email
at
cranfordcollegeclub@gmail.com
or check out the website at
www.collegewomensclubcranford.com.

