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Patrick Giblin Sworn In As
Cranford Mayor for 2019

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township will
start the new year with a new mayor.
During the governing body’s reorga-
nization meeting January 2, the town-
ship committee nominated and elected
unanimously Democrat Patrick Giblin
as committee chairman and mayor
for 2019.

Former Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr. was re-elected to the committee
and will serve another three-year term.
The five-person body also will see
Commissioner Ann Dooley reassume
the position of deputy mayor in 2019.

Mayor Giblin began his address by
highlighting the importance of fed-
eral support and the impact Congress
has on the future of Cranford.

Mr. Giblin was supported by his
brother, Ted Giblin, who is a council-
man in Verona, and his father, Tho-
mas Giblin, a state assemblyman, as
he began his tenure as mayor.

“Tomorrow morning (January 3), I
head down to Washington, D.C., for
the swearing in of Tom Malinowski,
our newest Congressman here in the
7th Congressional district,” Mayor
Giblin said. “It’s vital a town like
Cranford continues to push on Con-
gress and work with Congressman
Malinowski, Senators (Cory) Booker
and (Robert) Menendez,” he said.

“I know there’s lots of talk about
different things that may or not be
funded down in Washington right now,
but I like to think flood-control
projects are paramount,” said Mayor
Giblin. “These are things [projects]
that won’t be funded without their
help.”

Additionally, the newly sworn in
mayor’s speech emphasized the im-
portance of a project to address “the
aging infrastructure of the tunnel go-
ing into New York City.”

“We intend to stay on top of them –

to let them know how important these
things are that we rely on for federal
funding,” Mr. Giblin said.

Additionally, the mayor will con-
tinue pushing NJ Transit towards re-
suming Midtown direct limited ser-
vice. “It’s critical we get that back,”
said Mayor Giblin, citing the fact that
many move to Cranford in order to
gain an ease of access into the city.

Although the tone of the night was
celebratory and optimistic with it be-
ing the first public meeting in the new
year, looming challenges confronting
Cranford were captured in the deputy
mayor’s speech.

“To my colleagues, I wish us all
wisdom and clarity as what should
prove to be a very challenging year as
we confront some very new and chang-
ing winds,” Deputy Mayor Dooley
said. “Marijuana legislation, liquor
license changes, our constitutional
responsibility to redevelop. The ex-
traordinary traffic and transportation
challenges along North and South
Avenues. The ever-present challenge
regarding storm water and flood miti-
gation,” said Deputy Mayor Dooley.
“Let’s get to work and have a success-
ful 2019.”

Commissioner Mary O’Connor, the
sole Republican on the township com-
mittee, used her time at the end of the
meeting to further allude to challenges
in the year ahead.

 “We still face challenges: flood
control, keeping our taxes stable while
continuing to provide the public safety
and services so important to our resi-
dents,” she said. “And we must con-
tinue to fight for affordable-housing
laws that are fair to everyone. That
must include consideration of resi-
dents and taxpayers who have sup-
ported towns like Cranford for many
years. Policies that do not take infra-
structure, public safety and the qual-

Courtesy of Patrick Connor
PROUD MOMENT...Christopher Battiloro takes the oath of office for Westfield police chief from Mayor Shelley Brindle
at last Thursday’s town reorganization meeting as his family looks on. The official ceremony follows an informal swearing
in last month. Chief Battiloro became acting chief in August.
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Battiloro Sworn In as Police Chief,
Mayor Looks Ahead to 2019

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A new police chief
was sworn in, new members to vari-
ous boards, committees and commis-
sions were appointed, and Mayor
Shelley Brindle, in her State of the
Town Address last Thursday at the
annual reorganization meeting, started
off by highlighting the accomplish-
ments during her first year as mayor.

Those highlights, she said, included
improved communication, transpar-
ency and engagement with the com-
munity, noting the live-stream of town
council meetings, introducing a re-
quest for proposals/qualifications pro-
cess for town professional services,
and forming new committees, among

others.
“On the budget and operating front,

we maintained a robust $10 million
budget surplus while delivering the
lowest municipal tax rate increase in
decades,” Mayor Brindle said.

The temporary Westfield ice rink
that opened this fall atop the basket-
ball courts at Gumbert Park was, “part
of my commitment to improve ser-
vices to residents without using tax-
payer dollars,” Mayor Brindle said.
This public/private partnership, she
said, converted “an underutilized town
asset into one with broad community
benefit paid for by a private opera-
tor.”

The success of downtown business
will include strategies to increase foot

traffic or policies that will entice new
business to set up shop here.

“While our downtown remains in a
transitional phase, and it’s tempting
to focus on the stores that have closed,
I find it more promising to focus on
the 29 new businesses that opened
last year, with eight more scheduled
so far this year,” Mayor Brindle said.
She also noted Lord & Taylor’s com-
mitment to “stay and grow in
Westfield.”

The parking shortage downtown is
an issue Mayor Brindle is also look-
ing to address. “It’s time that we in-
vestigate new solutions to address
our parking shortage as a means to
attract employers, to not only provide
daytime foot traffic to sustain a vi-
brant downtown, but also to diversify
our tax base to reduce our reliance on
property taxes as a primary source of
revenue.”

The one-seat ride into Manhattan
is another initiative Mayor Brindle is
focused on bringing to fruition. She is
the co-founder and co-chair of the
Raritan Valley Line Mayors Alliance,
which is lobbying for a Raritan Valley
Line peak one-seat ride.

In 2019, Mayor Brindle’s objec-
tives include responsible fiscal man-
agement through a long-term ap-
proach, completion of the master plan
reexamination and parks strategic
plan, and addressing congestion and
walkability.

The town is also to hold its first
public budget forum this month, as
well as public meetings for the master
plan and parks plan, where resident
input would be sought.

“In closing, as I reflect back on
2018, there was one singular event
that seemed to encapsulate my vision
for our community, and that was
AddamsFest. It wasn’t the weekend
itself, per se, but rather everything
that led up to it – from celebrating one

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FIRST TERM...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco, center, poses with Westfield
Mayor Shelley Brindle, left, and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr during the
Garwood reorganization meeting January 2, when Ms. Todisco was sworn in to
serve her first term as mayor.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
NEW GARWOOD MAYOR...Sara Todisco, pictured center, is sworn into office
as the Mayor of Garwood on January 2 by Municipal Clerk Christina Ariemma
as New Jersey First Lady Tammy Murphy, pictured left, watches.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
NEW ORDER IN CRANFORD... Township Clerk Patricia Donahue administers
the oath of office to 2019 Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin, pictured right, as he is
surrounded by family members at the January 2 Cranford Township Committee
reorganization meeting.
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Sara Todisco Sworn In As Garwood
Mayor, Youngest to Hold Position
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Sara Todisco was
sworn into office as the Mayor of
Garwood at the annual borough reor-
ganization meeting held on January
2. Ms. Todisco is the youngest person
in Garwood’s history to serve as
mayor. Newly-elected Democratic
council candidates Michael Ince and
Sean Benoit were sworn into office
for three-year terms. Councilman

Marc Lazarow was approved by
Mayor Todisco and the council to
serve as council president.

“One of the most impactful people
in my life was my late grandfather
Frank Todisco. With family roots
going back to before Garwood was
even incorporated as Garwood, he
loved this town,” said Mayor Todisco,
describing during her public address
how “honored” she is to serve as
Garwood’s mayor.

Mayor Todisco outlined personal
expectations of her mayoral tenure
during a “state-of-the-borough” ad-
dress, including the launch of an “of-
ficial Garwood social media page in
the next 100 days.” Mayor Todisco
stated “quarterly meetings” will now
be held to increase communication
between the planning board, council
and the board of education.

“I envision Garwood to stay true to
its small-town core, even as it faces
changes and challenges. I envision
Garwood to always remember and trea-
sure its rich 116-year history. However,
I also envision Garwood to adapt with
the times to ensure communication is
improved so residents know what is
going on in town,” Mayor Todisco said.

Mayor Todisco announced the es-
tablishment of a Citizens’ Advisory
Panel to “solicit resident feedback

about potential capital projects,”
namely road projects and professional
equipment.

The borough’s municipal street
sweeper is over 18 years old and is no
longer “operable,” stated Mayor
Todisco. “Putting together a vote to
finance much-needed equipment is
an initial priority (the) council will
address,” she said. “I cannot turn this
vision into a reality alone. To all of
you on this dais (council members),
we are a team who will share in our
future success together.”

Mayor Todisco stated she wanted
to address bipartisan collaboration,
emphasizing a “council team of six”
not a 5-to-1 Democratic majority.

“I will be your biggest ally and your
biggest supporter,” said Mayor Todisco,
pledging assistance to all council mem-
bers throughout their terms.

Mayor Todisco stated that she has
been “fortunate” to have served on
every council subcommittee. Previ-
ous subcommittee experience, Mayor
Todisco stated, can translate to in-
sight for each council member tasked
with subcommittee challenges.

“I mean that from the bottom of my
heart. It’s not about Democrat or Re-
publican. We are here in service to
our community, not to a party,” the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Oster, Root Named BOE
President, Vice-President

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield’s
$106-million-plus schools operating
budget looked to be in capable hands
as two economics graduates took
over the top roles at the board of
education during last Thursday’s re-
organization meeting.

President Peggy Oster, a graduate
of Goucher College, and Vice-Presi-
dent Amy Root, a Princeton graduate,
are both long-time residents who have
a history of giving back to their
adopted town.

Mrs. Oster moved to Westfield 30
years ago, initially commuting into
New York City to work for Salomon
Brothers as the manager of the Inter-
national Arbitrage Financial Report-
ing Department.

As her five children, now all in
their 20s, moved through the Westfield
school system, Mrs. Oster spent many
years volunteering with Parent
Teacher Student Organizations
(PTSOs) and with the College
Woman’s Club and the Junior League
before her election to the board of
education four years ago. She cur-

rently works as the chief executive
officer of Sterling Products in Passaic.

Mrs. Root will celebrate the 20th
anniversary of her move to Westfield
this year. She worked at the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York as a bank
examiner for 10 years and went on to
share her skills with PTSOs, the Par-
ent-Teacher Council and now the board
of education while her two sons went
through the Westfield schools.

Her younger son will graduate from
Westfield High School this year. Mrs.
Root may look familiar to some from
the eight years she spent working at
downtown toy store Learning Express.

Both women were warmly endorsed
by their board colleagues who unani-
mously elected them to the roles.

Outgoing President Gretchan Ohlig
nominated Mrs. Oster, saying she was
“thoughtful and considerate and she
listens better than just about anybody
that I know, and so I think she would
serve us very well in the year to come.”

Board member Brendan Galligan
nominated Mrs. Root to replace Mrs.
Oster as vice-president.

“In the two plus years we’ve worked
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of our own historic icons as a commu-
nity, to the enthusiastic participation
of over 300 volunteers, to the ongo-
ing and close collaboration between
the police, fire, DPW professionals
and the unpaid volunteers, to ulti-
mately, experiencing the connected-
ness that the festival created among
our residents,” Mayor Brindle said.

“This inclusive spirit is what I as-
pire to instill in our community every
day as your full-time volunteer mayor.
I am all in,” she said. “I only ask that
you do your part, too. Participate.
Engage. Volunteer when you can.”

Prior to the State of the Town ad-
dress, Police Chief Christopher
Battiloro was sworn in to his new
position as chief of the Westfield
Police Department (WPD) with his
wife and three children by his side.
He gave an acceptance speech filled
with gratitude to his father, who was
formerly chief of the Westfield Fire
Department, retiring in 2000, and to
his wife and children.

Through tears, he shared the story
of how he became a police officer for
the town at age 22. “As a child grow-
ing up in Westfield, I didn’t really
want to be a police officer. I wanted to
be a firefighter. Just like my father.
Who served this town for 34 years,”
Chief Battiloro said.

He joked that his dad said he was
not going to hire him as a firefighter,
and instead encouraged him to be-
come a police officer. “I pursued what
I thought was the next best option.
Little did I realize thatm 23 years
later, what I thought was the next best
thing turned out to be the best deci-
sion I ever made. I can never imagine
being a police officer anywhere but
here in Westfield,” Chief Battiloro
said.

He said in his speech that the de-
partment of 77 “will not be about a
single individual.”

“They all have special skills and
talents which for years have not been
put to their best use. We will em-
power our officers and members and
give them the proper training, equip-
ment and supervision to excel at their
positions,” Chief Battiloro said.

Chief Battiloro said the WPD will
seek accreditation, as well as equip
every uniformed patrol officer and
supervisor with a body-worn camera.
The cameras are to be paid for “mostly
with asset forfeiture monies,” Chief
Battiloro said, “sparing as much ex-
pense to the taxpayer as possible.”

Following the swearing-in cer-
emony, the mayor and council made
new appointments to the various
boards, committees and commissions
that service the town.

In the vote for the Green Team,
Councilman Frank Arena voted against
the committee, calling it “big govern-
ment,” with 17 people appointed. He
said he had concerns that in the future
a paid position could be gleaned from
it. Councilman David Contract dis-
agreed, saying the “environment mat-
ters.” It was approved 7 to 1, with
Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan absent.

A new Investment Advisory Coun-
cil was formed with members Tom
Miller, Biju Mohan, Lu Qiu, Dominic
Maurillo and Adam Wizon. “All wards
are represented,” Councilwoman
Linda Habgood said.

Board of Adjustment members were
appointed. They are: Matt Sontz,
December 31, 2022; Allyson Hroblak,
December 31, 2022; Mary Doyle,
alternate no. 1, December 31, 2020,
and James Keenoy, alternate no. 2,
December 31, 2019.The following
four board of adjustment members
terms expired in December 2018, and
will no longer be serving on the board:
Robert Whitehead, Frank Fortino,
James Kelly and Mary Alice Ryan.

Robert Newell, December 31, 2022,
was reappointed to the planning board.
Ross Goldstein, alternate no. 1, De-
cember 31, 2020; Mayor Brindle,
December 31, 2019; and Town Engi-
neer Kris McAloon, December 31,
2019, also were appointed to the plan-
ning board. Bill West’s term expired
December 31 and he will not be serv-
ing on the planning board.

Denise Rizzolo, December 31,
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2022; Sharon Dorry, December 31,
2022; and Steve Gorelick, alternate
no. 2, December 31, 2020, were ap-
pointed to the board of health. Neal
Snitow, whose term expired, was not
reappointed to the board of health.
Sherl Brand’s term expired and she
will not be serving on the board of
health.

The Special Improvement District
(SID) Board had two new appoint-
ments: property owner Jeffrey
Christakos, December 31, 2021, and
merchant Jerry Eicke, December 31,
2021. Miriam Verga, merchant, and
Alan DeRose, property owner, whose
terms expired, will not serve on the
SID board. “These appointments were
made after Mayor Brindle consulted
with those whose terms were expiring
and based upon specific representa-
tion she was seeking (a property owner
on the south side of town/financial
expert, and a Quimby Street business
to weigh in on town-wide initiatives
going forward in that area),” Kim
Forde, the town’s communications
officer, wrote in an e-mail to The
Westfield Leader.

Gary Fox has been reappointed as
chairman of the recreation commis-
sion with a term ending December
31, 2019; Amy Berman, December
31, 2021, and Russell Howell, De-
cember 31, 2021, also were appointed.
Jeff O’Connor and James Foerst,
whose terms expired, will no longer
serve on the recreation commission.

The Historic Preservation Commis-
sion appointments were: Robert
Wendel, December 31, 2019; Greg
Blasi, December 31, 2019 (unexpired
term); Maria Boyes, December 31,
2020; Carol Tener, December 31, 2021;
Katie Spikes, December 31, 2021; Jen-
nifer Jaruzelski, December 31, 2020;
and Kelly Kessler, December 31, 2019.
Those whose terms expired and who
were not listed to serve again were
Jennifer Czarnecki, James Corcoran
and Michael Fisher, alternate 1.

Greg Talmont was reappointed to
the architectural review board.

Tricia Mullaney, December 31,
2019, unexpired term, was appointed
to the Tree Preservation Commission.

Mallary Saltzman was appointed
to the Westfield Memorial Library
board, December 31, 2023; Terry
Quinn, whose term expired, was not
listed to serve on the board.

Scott Jaffee, December 31, 2019
(unexpired term) was appointed to
the Air Traffic Advisory Board.

For those persons whose terms ex-
pired, the town would not disclose
who filed an application and who did
not file an application for a reappoint-
ment. “For information on whether a
specific resident applied for an ap-
pointment, our preference is for you to
reach out to them directly and let them
indicate if they’d like that information
about themselves published, as it
doesn’t feel like something the town
should decide on their behalves,” Ms.
Forde wrote in an e-mail to The Leader.

In voting to accept the legal news-
papers for 2019, Councilman Mark
Lo Grippo said he wanted the
Westfield TapInto, which he cited
had 2 to 3 million page views in 2018,
listed among The Leader and The
Star-Ledger. Mayor Brindle said the
town is only obligated to identify two
newspapers to place official notifica-
tions. Mayor Brindle said she had
included TapInto last year with the
“hope to get efficiencies through de-
livering public announcements, etc.
But unfortunately, those efficiencies
aren’t able to be realized until the
state law changes. And so I
reconsidered…I didn’t want to be
perceived endorsing one specific”
online news site.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
BEGINNING ANOTHER TERM...Cranford Township Commissioner Thomas
Hannen, Jr. is congratulated by state Senator Joseph Cryan (D-20th, Union) after
he was sworn in for another term on the committee at the township’s reorganiza-
tion meeting on January 2.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
NEW WESTFIELD FREEHOLDER....Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded of Westfield
is sworn in for her first term on the freeholder board by Elizabeth Mayor J.
Christian Bollwage at Sunday’s Union County reorganization meeting at the
Union County Courthouse in Elizabeth as her husband, George Mouded, holds the
Bible. Looking on are her sons, Matthew, Christopher, Nicholas and Ryan
Mouded, and her parents, Edmund and Pamela Palmieri.

Kowalski, Chair; Palmieri-
Mouded Begins Term

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Kimberly Palmieri-
Mouded of Westfield and Andrea Staten
of Roselle were sworn in on Sunday as
the newest Union County freeholders,
and Alexander Mirabella began his eighth
consecutive term on the nine-member
board, at the county’s reorganization
meeting at the Union County Courthouse
in Elizabeth. Freeholder Rebecca Will-
iams of Plainfield began a one-year unex-
pired term after being appointed to fill a
vacancy left when Linda Carter resigned
upon her elevation to the State Assembly
seat of the late Assemblyman Jerry Green.

Also on Sunday, Bette Jane Kowalski
of Cranford was selected as chairwoman
for 2019 with Mr. Mirabella named vice-
chairman.

With the swearing in of Freeholders
Mouded and Staten, Union County Demo-
cratic Chairman Nick Scutari (D-22nd,
Linden) noted that for the first time in
Union County history women will hold a
majority – five of the nine seats – on the
freeholder board. County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi added that this year marks the
99th anniversary of the 19th amendment
to the United States Constitution giving
women the right to vote.

Freeholder Mouded said it was “truly
humbling” to be serving as a county free-
holder, the first Westfield resident on the
board since 2004. She said she hopes her
service “will inspire those around me,”
including her four sons as well as her
nieces. She noted that she became inter-
ested in politics when she volunteered on
the mayoral campaign of Christian
Bollwage at the age of 8 in 1992 while
growing up in Elizabeth. She was sworn
in by Mayor Bollwage.

She said as a freeholder that she wants
to be an advocate for everyone from youth
to seniors.

Meanwhile, Freeholder Staten said, “I
am excited to join such a dynamic free-
holder board.”

In noting the new women majority on
the board, she said, “We’re not asking
you to leave the room, just to give us a
seat at the table.”

She referenced the new freeholder
women majority as “the fabulous five.”

Freeholder Chairwoman Kowalski an-
nounced her initiatives for 2019. Her first
is Union County Mobility, which will
include a ride-share grant pilot program
“with one of our municipal partners.”

“Ride sharing reduces traffic, frees up
parking, and gets people directly to their
jobs, and mass transit,” she said, noting
that she hopes the program will “spur the
creation of new ride-share programs for
commuters.”

Her second initiative is the creation of
an Office of Business Development,
“which will work to attract and retain
businesses throughout Union County,”
she said. As part of this initiative she
noted that the county will hold a shared-
services summit in Summit with munici-
pal and state agencies.

Her third initiative is a shared service
within the Department of Public Safety.
As part of this effort the county will
establish a First Responders Training
Fund, Freeholder Chairwoman Kowalski
announced. She said the fund will pay for
training needed by police, firefighters,
emergency medical personnel and 911
dispatchers.

Her fourth initiative, “Recycling for
Life,” will include a new interactive and
educational recycling display at the
Trailside Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside as well as a recycling initia-
tive aimed at senior centers, “to enhance
recycling education and convenience.”

Her final initiative includes a new ac-
tion phone line within the Human Ser-
vices Department for the public to call for
inquiries about services. In addition, the
Office of Women will hold health fairs
with local hospitals on issues such as
cervical cancer and programs focusing
on the needs of women with color.

Freeholder Kowalski said the county
will host a Women’s History Month event
and partner with the county prosecutor’s
office and the sheriff’s office on domestic
violence programs.

She said the county will add a part-
time employee in the Office of Veteran
Services and will expand the library grant
program and the HEART (History, Edu-
cation, Arts Reaching Thousands) grants,
“which fund artists, historians and local
non-profits.”

Courtesy of Christine Guerriero
NEW SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS...Ralph Trentacosta, Denise Ridente and
Maureen Scepkowski, pictured from left to right, were sworn into office last
Thursday, commencing their tenures as Garwood Board of Education members
at the board’s reorganization meeting.

New Members Sworn In
On Garwood School Board

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Denise Ridente,
Ralph Trentacosta and Maureen
Scepkowski were sworn into office at
last Thursday’s board of education
reorganization meeting, commencing
three-year terms as board of educa-
tion members.

Tina Simitz will serve as the board’s
vice-president this year, having been
nominated and approved by her fel-
low board of education members.
After three rounds of voting, the board
remained deadlocked on whether
Christine Guerriero or Susan Groning
would serve as 2019 board president.

Board attorney Hope R. Blackburn
said the Union County executive su-
perintendent of schools, Daryl
Palmieri, will review both candidates
and choose a board president. Ms.
Guerriero served as the 2018 board
president. A deadlock vote also oc-
curred for the school board presi-
dency at last year’s reorganization
meeting between Ms. Groning and
Ms. Guerriero.

At last week’s meeting, the board
nominated and approved board of

education representatives and liasons.
Board member Linda Koenig was
approved as the Union County Edu-
cational Services Commission Board
(UCESCB) liaison. Ms. Guerriero and
Ms. Scepkowski will serve as
(UCESCB) alternate liaisons.

The board approved Ms. Simitz as
the 2019 Clark Board of Education
liaison. Garwood residents attend
Arthur L. Johnson High School. New
Jersey School Boards Association
delegates include Ms. Koenig and
board member Salvatore Piarulli (al-
ternate). The Union County School
Boards Association delegates include
Ms. Groning and Ms. Scepkowski.

In addition, the board approved
individual subcommittee members.
Ms. Ridente, Ms. Guerriero, Ms.
Simitz and Ms. Scepkowski will serve
on the Education, Public Policy, and
Public Relations Subcommittee.

Albert DelConte, Ms. Groning, Mr.
Piarulli and Mr. Trentacosta will serve
on the Finance/Building and Grounds
Subcommittee.

Board members whose terms will
expire in 2019 are Ms. Groning, Mr.
Piarulli and Ms. Simitz.

Sarah McGrail for The Westfield Leader
NEW LEADERSHIP...Peggy Oster, pictured left, and Amy Root were selected as
the new president and vice-president, respectively, of the Westfield Board of
Education at the school board’s reorganization meeting held last Thursday.

with Amy, she’s proven herself time
and time again to be a very dedicated
and committed board member, and
the perspective she brings through
experience of outside organizations
will be a great strength to the board,”
he said.
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Oster, Root

ity of education into account simply
do not make sense,” she said.

Notable appointments during
Wednesday’s reorganization meet-
ing included the reappointment of
Borough Attorney Ryan Cooper,
which was done through a roll call
vote with a three-member majority.
The vote saw Commissioner
O’Connor abstaining, and Commis-
sioner Hannen voting in opposition,
while the other three members voted
yes.

The resolution portion of the meet-
ing also saw important appointments,
including Norman Albert appointed
as municipal prosecutor, John
DeMassi as public defender and
Jared B. Weiss as alternate public
defender. All three positions are one-
year terms set to expire on Decem-
ber 31.

The mayoral appointments of town-
ship commissioners for 2019 include
Ms. O’Connor as commissioner of
finance, Ms. Dooley as commissioner
of public safety, Mr. Hannen as com-
missioner of building and zoning, and
Jean-Albert Maisonneuve as commis-
sioner of public works and engineer-
ing.
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Giblin

mayor said.
New residents will be met with

“open arms,” stated  Mayor Todisco.
“Whether a homeowner or renter,

whether a lifelong resident or new-
comer, or whether a child or a senior
citizen, together we are, and will al-
ways be, one Garwood,” Mayor
Todisco said.

She stated that “over the next four
years,” Garwood’s downtown busi-
ness district “will experience a reju-
venation with increased walkability
and sustainability.”

“A small town like ours can only
thrive with the enthusiasm and energy
of the community and its volunteers.
For that reason, I’d like to see us
celebrate all those that contribute to
making our town great by creating a
Community Spirit Awards Program,”

Cranford BOE Members
Sworn in at Reorg. Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Newly-elected and
re-elected members were sworn in at the
Cranford Board of Education’s (BOE)
reorganization meeting Monday night.

Three candidates ran for three, three-
year appointments on the board this past
November: incumbents William Hulse
and Maria Loikith and newcomer Terry
Darling.

Mr. Darling commented to The
Westfield Leader that, “My intentions are
to work with the board to make our school
district the best it can possibly be for
every student here,” and further stated
that he is excited about the district going
from something that is already very good
to “possibly the best suburban district in
the state.”

Newcomer Brian McCarthy was
elected to fill the one-year unexpired
term left vacant by the departure of
Catherine Sheridan.

Incumbents Ms. Loikith and Mr. Hulse
garnered 4,860 and 4,736 votes, respec-
tively, while newcomers Mr. McCarthy
and Mr. Darling received 5,859 and 5,619
votes, respectively.

The board voted to keep Kurt
Petschow, Jr. as board president and
Lisa Carbone as vice-president of the
board.

Mr. Petschow was appointed as the
delegate to the New Jersey School Boards
Association and Mr. Hulse was selected
as the alternate delegate. Ms. Carbone
was appointed as the delegate to the Union
County School Boards Association and
Kristen Mallon was appointed as the al-
ternate delegate.

Board member Nicole Sherrin Kessler
was appointed as the delegate to the Union
County Educational Services Commis-
sion and Mr. McCarthy was selected as
the alternate delegate.

In other board business, the resigna-
tion of art teacher Mary Purcell after
26.5 years of service with the district
was approved by the board, which also
approved Elizabeth Sheehan and Erica
Morreale as production managers for
the spring musical at Cranford High
School.

The board declared January 2019
School Board Recognition Month.

Superintendent of Schools Scott Rubin,
Ed.D., commented, “You would never
know that this (school board member) is
a volunteer position based on the efforts

of the board before you,” and reiterated
that the Cranford BOE was “the hardest-
working board.”

Discussion continues in regards to the
Reimagining Plan in the district. Alter-
nate plans to make full-day kindergarten
possible were discussed at the board’s
meeting on December 17.

The school district is set to hold addi-
tional question-and-answer meetings for
residents, scheduled for this evening,
Thursday, January 10, at Calvary Nurs-
ery School; Tuesday, January 22, at
Livingston Avenue School; Tuesday,
February 5, at Orange Avenue School;
Thursday, February 7, at Hillside Avenue
School, and Tuesday, February 19, at
Brookside Place School.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

New Garwood Mayor
Mayor Todisco said.

Nomination forms will be avail-
able on the borough’s website and in
Borough Hall, stated Mayor Todisco.
“Dedicated volunteers,” “generous
business owners” or “a neighbor who
goes above and beyond” can be nomi-
nated to be recognized as “the biggest
champions of our community,” stated
Mayor Todisco.

The mayor also said she was ex-
panding the public commentary por-
tion of council meetings from three
minutes to five minutes.

Mayor Todisco announced her ap-
pointment of new planning board mem-
bers including Ken Capabianco, coun-
cil liaison Richard McCormick, Steve
Napolitano, Paul Tarantino, Mike
Vena, John Malcolm, Sergio Simoes,
Steve Barcan and Peter Demato.

New Board of Health
Members Sworn In

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Three new board of
health members were appointed at
Monday’s meeting. The appointees in-
clude Dr. Denise Rizzolo, Sharon Dorry
and Dr. Steven Gorelick. Dr. Lawrence
Budnick will serve as the board of health
2019 chairman, replacing immediate past
chairman Thomas K. O’Neill. Elizabeth
Talmont was approved as the board’s vice-
chairwoman.

Ms. Rizzolo, Ms. Dorry and Dr.
Gorelick will replace Sherl Brand, An-
drew Kirna and Neal Snitow, whose terms
expired January 2018.

Ms. Rizzolo is an adjunct faculty mem-
ber at Saybrook University. With a com-
bined eight years experience teaching
students “various levels of research meth-
ods,” Ms. Rizzolo has worked at Seton
Hall University, Kean University, Pace
University online and Nova Southeast-
ern University, she stated.

Ms. Rizzolo said her areas of expertise
include autism and developmental disor-
ders, eating disorders and obesity, inte-
grative medicine, leadership and man-
agement, and nutritional science. Ms.
Rizzolo said she has worked with
“complementary therapies” and “leader-
ship approaches and practices” pertain-
ing to public health.

Ms. Dorry is a registered nurse who is
employed by the Westfield Public School
District. Dr. Gorelick was not present at
Monday’s meeting.

The board of health approved two sepa-

rate fee structures affecting commerce in
Westfield per an ordinance introduced
late last year to change the license struc-
ture for retail food establishments from a
square footage-based system to a risk-
based system tied to the sanitary code.

The board will utilize an annual fee
structure based on a “risk assessment” for
brick and mortar businesses, stated Dr.
Budnick. The four annual fees will be
designated levels one through four.

An establishment within the health
department’s purview posing the “least
risk” will be deemed a level-one estab-
lishment, Dr. Budnick explained. The fee
for “level-one” food and beverage
establishments will be $100, stated Dr.
Budnick. A hundred dollars in fees will
be added for each additional “risk level
qualification,” stated Dr. Budnick. For
instance, an establishment designated as a
level four will pay $400 in fees to the health
department, stated Dr. Budnick. The fee
structure varies from the 2018 fee structure,
which charged fees based on the
establishment’s size versus the work and
oversight required by the health department
to protect the consumer, stated Dr. Budnick.

The board of health approved three fee
or permit cost changes for outdoor mar-
kets including temporary businesses,
stated Dr. Budnick. Part-time vendors
can purchase an annual permit to all out-
door markets for $125.

A Farmers Market-only permit can be
purchased for $100, stated Health Officer
and Director Megan Avallone. A one-day or
temporary permit can be purchased for $75.
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Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READY FOR BUSINESS...The 2019 Scotch Plains Township Council sits at the dais for the first time at the New Year’s Day
reorganization meeting. Pictured, from left to right, are: Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler, Deputy Mayor Joshua Losardo,
Mayor Al Smith, Councilman Ted Spera and Councilman Roshan White.

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANNUAL BOROUGH ADDRESS...Last Wednesday’s Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil reorganization meeting drew a full house at Borough Hall. Mayor Colleen
Mahr is pictured making her annual address.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIRST TERM...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco, center, poses with Westfield
Mayor Shelley Brindle, pictured left, and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr during
the Garwood reorganization meeting January 2 when Ms. Todisco was sworn in
to serve her first term as mayor.

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
FILLING COUNCIL VACANCY...Jeff Banks, selected by the Fanwood Borough
Council to replace Councilman Russ Huegel, who resigned in December to become
borough attorney, is sworn in as councilman by Mayor Colleen Mahr at the
reorganization meeting on January 1. Councilman Banks’ daughter, Mallory,
founded the Rockin’ For Autism fundraiser that takes place each year in La
Grande Park.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Palmieri-Mouded Begins As
Freeholder;Kowalski Named Chair

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Kimberly Palmieri-
Mouded of Westfield and Andrea
Staten of Roselle were sworn in on
Sunday as the newest Union County
freeholders, and Alexander Mirabella
began his eighth consecutive term on
the nine-member board, at the county’s
reorganization meeting at the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth. Free-
holder Rebecca Williams of Plainfield
began a one-year unexpired term after
being appointed to fill a vacancy left
when Linda Carter resigned upon her
elevation to the State Assembly seat of
the late Assemblyman Jerry Green.

Also on Sunday, Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford was selected
as chairwoman for 2019 with Mr.
Mirabella named vice-chairman.

With the swearing in of Freehold-
ers Mouded and Staten, Union County
Democratic Chairman Nick Scutari
(D-22nd, Linden) noted that for the
first time in Union County history
women will hold a majority – five of
the nine seats – on the freeholder
board. County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi

added that this year marks the 99th
anniversary of the 19th amendment
to the United States Constitution giv-
ing women the right to vote.

Freeholder Mouded said it was
“truly humbling” to be serving as a
county freeholder, the first Westfield
resident on the board since 2004. She
said she hopes her service “will in-
spire those around me,” including her
four sons as well as her nieces. She
noted that she became interested in
politics when she volunteered on the
mayoral campaign of Christian
Bollwage at the age of 8 in 1992
while growing up in Elizabeth. She
was sworn in by Mayor Bollwage.

She said as a freeholder that she
wants to be an advocate for everyone
from youth to seniors.

Meanwhile, Freeholder Staten said,
“I am excited to join such a dynamic
freeholder board.”

In noting the new women majority
on the board, she said, “We’re not
asking you to leave the room, just to
give us a seat at the table.”

She referenced the new freeholder
women majority as “the fabulous
five.”

Freeholder Chairwoman Kowalski
announced her initiatives for 2019.
Her first is Union County Mobility,
which will include a ride-share grant

pilot program “with one of our mu-
nicipal partners.”

“Ride sharing reduces traffic, frees
up parking, and gets people directly
to their jobs, and mass transit,” she
said, noting that she hopes the pro-
gram will “spur the creation of new
ride-share programs for commuters.”

Her second initiative is the cre-
ation of an Office of Business Devel-
opment, “which will work to attract
and retain businesses throughout
Union County,” she said. As part of
this initiative she noted that the county
will hold a shared-services summit in
Summit with municipal and state agen-
cies.

Her third initiative is a shared ser-
vice within the Department of Public
Safety. As part of this effort the county
will establish a First Responders
Training Fund, Freeholder Chair-
woman Kowalski announced. She said
the fund will pay for training needed
by police, firefighters, emergency
medical personnel and 911 dispatch-
ers.

Her fourth initiative, “Recycling
for Life,” will include a new interac-
tive and educational recycling dis-
play at the Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside as well
as a recycling initiative aimed at se-

Doyle and Strauss to Lead
Planning Bd. During Busy ’19

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning
board on Monday chose a new chair-
man and vice-chairman as it embarked
on what promises to be a busy year as
downtown redevelopment and the
building of new affordable-housing
units move forward.

Joseph Doyle was chosen to serve
as chairman, a post he has held sev-
eral times over the course of his many
years on the board. In nominating Mr.
Doyle, Jeffrey Strauss, who was cho-
sen to serve as vice-chairman, said
Mr. Doyle had “more experience than
all of us put together — except for
[long-time township zoning officer]
Bob LaCosta — when it comes to
planning.”

Mr. Doyle, who has more than 40
years of planning board experience,
first in Belleville and then in Scotch
Plains, called the present board “very
experienced and very knowledge-
able,” adding that its membership
reflected “the ideals of the commu-
nity.”

As it was last year, the planning
board will be very involved in the
downtown redevelopment efforts that
have gotten underway. While town-
ship officials begin to evaluate pro-

posals for the first phase of redevel-
opment — centered on municipal-
owned properties in the central busi-
ness district — work will start on the
second phase, which includes prop-
erties in the area that stretches along
Park Avenue from Front Street to
Route 22 and is dominated by the 5.5-
acre Snuffy’s Pantagis property.

Late last year, the township coun-
cil, acting on the recommendation of
the planning board, declared the
Snuffy’s property as an Area in Need
of Redevelopment, and township re-
development officials are eyeing the
site as a potential transit hub that
would serve NJ Transit bus commut-
ers along Route 22 and also include
housing and commercial buildings.

As was done for the first phase of
redevelopment, the planning board
will ask the township planner to ana-
lyze all properties in the Phase II area
to determine which ones, besides the
Snuffy’s property, should be desig-
nated as an Area in Need of Redevel-
opment, a designation that gives the
municipal government much greater
control over the redevelopment of
those properties. The board will even-
tually hold public hearings on the
findings before sending any recom-
mendations to the council.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Kulikowski Elected
President of SP-F BOE

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – For the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education’s
first official meeting of the new year,
Joan Mast, Ed.D., assistant superin-
tendent for curriculum, instruction and
technology, swore in the three incum-
bent winners in the November school-
board election for another term serv-
ing the Scotch Plains-Fanwood dis-
trict. While family and audience mem-
bers looked on, Deb Brody, Karen
Kulikowski and Tonya Williams, all
of Scotch Plains, were each sworn in
for another three-year term on the
board. Ms. Brody, Ms. Kulikowski
and Ms. Williams earned 3,396, 3,706
and 3,174 votes, respectively. Alfonse
Akins earned 2,633 votes and Sean
Keagan Foley had 2,604 votes.

Board members then elected Ms.
Kulikowski as president of the board,
and elected Evan Murray as vice-
president.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes, Ed.D., then thanked board
member Nancy Bauer for her “out-
standing job” as board president and
expressed her confidence in the new

appointments for president and vice-
president.

Ms. Bauer served as president from
2015 through 2018. Prior to that, she
was vice-president in 2013 and 2014.

Other appointments earned by
board of education members included
Amy Winkler of Fanwood as the del-
egate for the Union County School
Boards Association, Amy Boroff as
the delegate for the New Jersey School
Boards Association and Cynthia
Clancy to the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission’s Repre-
sentative Assembly.

Douglas M. Silvestro, of the law
firm of The Busch Law Group, LLC,
located at 450 Main Street, Metuchen,
was appointed as the board attorney.

Longtime board attorney Casper
Boehm retired last month. According
to a December resolution, Mr. Boehm
started working for the district in 1976
and attended 1,008 bi-monthly meet-
ings as the board’s legal advisor for
42 years.

The next two Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education meetings
will be held on consecutive Thursdays,

Walsh, Banks Join Council;
Huegel Named Borough Attorney

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – On a beautiful New
Year’s Day, in front of a packed
house, Fanwood held its annual re-
organization meeting.

The meeting began with the
swearing in of three council mem-
bers. Newly elected Patricia Walsh
was sworn in for a three-year term
as was newly appointed council-
man, Jeffrey Banks. Councilwoman
Walsh has lived in the borough for
more than 20 years, raising four
children through the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School system while
Councilman Banks has lived in the
borough for 15 years.

Councilwoman Erin McElroy-

Barker was also sworn in as she was
re-elected to serve the borough
council for another three-year term.
She has also been appointed by
Mayor Colleen Mahr as the council
liaison to the board of education.

Councilman Robert Huegel had
to vacate his position as council-
man so he could accept the position
as the newly appointed borough at-
torney.

Councilman Tom Kranz was se-
lected as council president.

Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell was appointed by the coun-
cil to represent the borough on the
Union County Revenue Sharing
Committee; Councilman Anthony
Carter was appointed as the

council’s representative to the
borough’s planning board for a one-
year term.

In addition, Timothy Green, Jr.
was appointed as a new police of-
ficer for the borough.

Jack Molenaar, who recently
stepped down as a nine-year coun-
cil member, was appointed by the
mayor to represent the borough for
the Union County Transportation
Advisory Committee and to the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition.

In all, there were over 30 volun-
teer positions filled by Fanwood
residents. Mayor Mahr stated, “We
are so lucky to have such a well-
rounded, diverse group of residents.
Fanwood continues to be a really
great community and for such a
small community we do so much.”

In other business, Fanwood re-
cently had its first agenda setting
and special meeting for the New
Year on Monday.

During the special meeting, a
resolution was passed to award a
contract to Slack Environmental
Services to bring gasoline and die-
sel fuel tanks, currently stored un-
derground at the borough’s Depart-
ment of Public Works building, to
above-ground storage containers at
the same location.

Recently, in December, the seal
on the underground containers was
said to have a break in it and there-
fore failed a New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) inspection. It was found to
be “un-fixable” by Slack Environ-
mental. It was also said that the
tanks were over 20 years old. The
environmental company is charg-
ing a $2,000-a-month fee to rent the
new above-ground containers.

According to DEP regulations,
fuel cannot sit in underground tanks
without a proper seal, even though
no fuel was reported as leaking.

The borough was given a one-
month grace period to remove the
tanks.

Councilman Carter voted against
the resolution, stating that he felt the
monthly rental fee was too high and
wanted to look into other options.

Other council members stated that
they voted yes because there was a
time limit of having to comply by
Sunday, January 27, or else chance
being given a DEP summons.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, January 22, at 7
p.m., at Fanwood Borough Hall.
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TAKING THE OATH...The Fanwood Rescue Squad is sworn in at Fanwood’s reorganization meeting on New Year’s Day.

nior centers, “to enhance recycling
education and convenience.”

Her final initiative includes a new
action phone line within the Human
Services Department for the public to
call for inquiries about services. In
addition, the Office of Women will
hold health fairs with local hospitals
on issues such as cervical cancer and
programs focusing on the needs of
women with color.

Freeholder Kowalski said the county
will host a Women’s History Month
event and partner with the county
prosecutor’s office and the sheriff’s
office on domestic violence programs.

She said the county will add a part-
time employee in the Office of Veteran
Services and will expand the library
grant program and the HEART (His-
tory, Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) grants, “which fund artists, his-
torians and local non-profits.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PACKED HOUSE...Sunday’s Union County reorganization meeting at the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth was a packed house as two new freeholders were
sworn in and a new chairwoman and vice-chairman were selected. For the first
time in county history women hold a majority of seats on the nine-member board.

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW YEAR, NEW TERM...Councilwoman Erin McElroy Barker was sworn in
to her second term, accompanied by her husband, sons, and parents. Beyond her
work on the borough council, she is a social worker who helps families of
chronically ill children at Rutgers/Robert Wood Johnson Medical Center.

Kristan McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS...Councilwomen Patricia Walsh, left, and
Erin McElroy Barker sit on the dais after being sworn in to their first and second
terms, respectively, on the Fanwood Borough Council.

New Board of Health
Members Sworn In

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Three new board of
health members were appointed at
Monday’s meeting. The appointees in-
clude Dr. Denise Rizzolo, Sharon Dorry
and Dr. Steven Gorelick. Dr. Lawrence
Budnick will serve as the board of health
2019 chairman, replacing immediate past
chairman Thomas K. O’Neill. Elizabeth
Talmont was approved as the board’s
vice-chairwoman.

Ms. Rizzolo, Ms. Dorry and Dr.
Gorelick will replace Sherl Brand, An-
drew Kirna and Neal Snitow, whose terms
expired January 2018.

Ms. Rizzolo is an adjunct faculty mem-
ber at Saybrook University. With a com-
bined eight years experience teaching
students “various levels of research meth-
ods,” Ms. Rizzolo has worked at Seton
Hall University, Kean University, Pace
University online and Nova Southeast-
ern University, she stated.

Ms. Rizzolo said her areas of expertise
include autism and developmental disor-
ders, eating disorders and obesity, inte-
grative medicine, leadership and man-
agement, and nutritional science. Ms.
Rizzolo said she has worked with
“complementary therapies” and “leader-
ship approaches and practices” pertain-
ing to public health.

Ms. Dorry is a registered nurse who is
employed by the Westfield Public School
District. Dr. Gorelick was not present at
Monday’s meeting.

The board of health approved two sepa-
rate fee structures affecting commerce in

Westfield per an ordinance introduced
late last year to change the license struc-
ture for retail food establishments from a
square footage-based system to a risk-
based system tied to the sanitary code.

The board will utilize an annual fee
structure based on a “risk assessment” for
brick and mortar businesses, stated Dr.
Budnick. The four annual fees will be
designated levels one through four.

An establishment within the health
department’s purview posing the “least
risk” will be deemed a level-one estab-
lishment, Dr. Budnick explained. The fee
for “level-one” food and beverage
establishments will be $100, stated Dr.
Budnick. A hundred dollars in fees will
be added for each additional “risk level
qualification,” stated Dr. Budnick. For
instance, an establishment designated as
a level four will pay $400 in fees to the
health department, stated Dr. Budnick.
The fee structure varies from the 2018 fee
structure, which charged fees based on
the establishment’s size versus the work
and oversight required by the health de-
partment to protect the consumer, stated
Dr. Budnick.

The board of health approved three fee
or permit cost changes for outdoor mar-
kets including temporary businesses,
stated Dr. Budnick. Part-time vendors
can purchase an annual permit to all out-
door markets for $125.

A Farmers Market-only permit can be
purchased for $100, stated Health Officer
and Director Megan Avallone. A one-day
or temporary permit can be purchased for
$75.

Patrick Giblin Sworn In As
Cranford Mayor for 2019

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township will
start the new year with a new mayor.
During the governing body’s reorga-
nization meeting January 2, the town-
ship committee nominated and
elected unanimously Democrat
Patrick Giblin as committee chair-
man and mayor for 2019.

Former Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr. was re-elected to the committee
and will serve another three-year
term. The five-person body also will
see Commissioner Ann Dooley reas-
sume the position of deputy mayor
in 2019.

Mayor Giblin began his address
by highlighting the importance of
federal support and the impact Con-
gress has on the future of Cranford.

Mr. Giblin was supported by his
brother, Ted Giblin, who is a coun-
cilman in Verona, and his father,
Thomas Giblin, a state assembly-
man, as he began his tenure as mayor.

“Tomorrow morning (January 3),
I head down to Washington, D.C.,
for the swearing in of Tom
Malinowski, our newest Congress-
man here in the 7th Congressional
district,” Mayor Giblin said. “It’s
vital a town like Cranford continues
to push on Congress and work with
Congressman Malinowski, Senators
(Cory) Booker and (Robert)
Menendez,” he said.

“I know there’s lots of talk about
different things that may or not be
funded down in Washington right
now, but I like to think flood-control
projects are paramount,” said Mayor
Giblin. “These are things [projects]
that won’t be funded without their
help.”

Additionally, the newly sworn in
mayor’s speech emphasized the im-
portance of a project to address “the
aging infrastructure of the tunnel go-
ing into New York City.”

“We intend to stay on top of them
– to let them know how important
these things are that we rely on for
federal funding,” Mr. Giblin said.

Additionally, the mayor will con-
tinue pushing NJ Transit towards
resuming Midtown direct limited ser-
vice. “It’s critical we get that back,”
said Mayor Giblin, citing the fact
that many move to Cranford in order
to gain an ease of access into the city.

Although the tone of the night was
celebratory and optimistic with it
being the first public meeting in the
new year, looming challenges con-

fronting Cranford were captured in
the deputy mayor’s speech.

“To my colleagues, I wish us all
wisdom and clarity as what should
prove to be a very challenging year
as we confront some very new and
changing winds,” Deputy Mayor
Dooley said. “Marijuana legislation,
liquor license changes, our constitu-
tional responsibility to redevelop.
The extraordinary traffic and trans-
portation challenges along North and
South Avenues. The ever-present
challenge regarding storm water and
flood mitigation,” said Deputy
Mayor Dooley. “Let’s get to work
and have a successful 2019.”

Commissioner Mary O’Connor,
the sole Republican on the township
committee, used her time at the end
of the meeting to further allude to
challenges in the year ahead.

 “We still face challenges: flood
control, keeping our taxes stable
while continuing to provide the pub-
lic safety and services so important
to our residents,” she said. “And we
must continue to fight for afford-
able-housing laws that are fair to
everyone. That must include consid-
eration of residents and taxpayers
who have supported towns like Cran-
ford for many years. Policies that do
not take infrastructure, public safety
and the quality of education into
account simply do not make sense,”
she said.

Notable appointments during
Wednesday’s reorganization meet-
ing included the reappointment of
Borough Attorney Ryan Cooper,
which was done through a roll call
vote with a three-member majority.
The vote saw Commissioner
O’Connor abstaining, and Commis-
sioner Hannen voting in opposition,
while the other three members voted
yes.

The resolution portion of the meet-
ing also saw important appointments,
including Norman Albert appointed
as municipal prosecutor, John
DeMassi as public defender and Jared
B. Weiss as alternate public defender.
All three positions are one-year terms
set to expire on December 31.

The mayoral appointments of
township commissioners for 2019
include Ms. O’Connor as commis-
sioner of finance, Ms. Dooley as
commissioner of public safety, Mr.
Hannen as commissioner of build-
ing and zoning, and Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve as commissioner of
public works and engineering.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW ORDER IN CRANFORD... Township Clerk Patricia Donahue administers
the oath of office to 2019 Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin, pictured right, as he is
surrounded by family members at the January 2 Cranford Township Committee
reorganization meeting.

Zoning Board OKs Fence,
Chooses Leaders for 2019

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment kicked off the
new year last week by approving a
fence application and choosing its
leaders and professional staff.

Ken Anderson was chosen again to
lead the board and Rich Duthie was
re-elected as vice-chairman. Board
members Kendra Duran and Chris-
tine Thompson were sworn in for new
terms. Long-time board attorney
Vincent Loughlin was chosen to re-
tain that position, with Mr. Duthie
saying the board was “very fortu-
nate” to have him as attorney due to
his familiarity with the township.
Ferriero Engineering will again serve
as the board’s engineering consultant
and Mary Moody will return as the

board’s planner.
At its January 3 meeting, the board

also gave its approval to Stefanie
Martowlis to install a six-foot fence,
with two motorized gates, on the side
of her house at 897 Westfield Road.
She told the board the higher fence,
which will be installed along the
Morse Avenue side of the property,
was needed because of young chil-
dren playing in her yard along with
her pet dogs. There were some con-
cerns raised about whether the fence
could possibly interfere with sight
lines at the corner of Westfield Road
and Morse Avenue, which has seen a
number of car accidents due to driv-
ers on Morse Avenue not stopping at
the Westfield Road intersection.

The board’s next meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, February 7.

Town of Westfield Swears In
Police Chief Battiloro

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Police Chief Chris-
topher Battiloro was sworn in to his
new position as chief of the Westfield
Police Department (WPD) with his
wife and three children by his side at
Thursday’s reorganization meeting.
He gave an acceptance speech filled
with gratitude to his father, who was
formerly chief of the Westfield Fire
Department, retiring in 2000, and to
his wife and children.

Through tears, he shared the story of
how he became a police officer for the
town at age 22. “As a child growing up
in Westfield, I didn’t really want to be a
police officer. I wanted to be a firefighter.
Just like my father. Who served this town
for 34 years,” Chief Battiloro said.

He joked that his dad said he was not
going to hire him as a firefighter, and
instead encouraged him to become a
police officer. “I pursued what I thought

was the next best option. Little did I
realize thatm 23 years later, what I
thought was the next best thing turned
out to be the best decision I ever made.
I can never imagine being a police
officer anywhere but here in
Westfield,” Chief Battiloro said.

He said in his speech that the de-
partment of 77 “will not be about a
single individual.”

“They all have special skills and tal-
ents which for years have not been put
to their best use. We will empower our
officers and members and give them
the proper training, equipment and su-
pervision to excel at their positions,”
Chief Battiloro said.He said the WPD
will seek accreditation, as well as equip
every uniformed patrol officer and su-
pervisor with a body-worn camera. The
cameras are to be paid for “mostly with
asset forfeiture monies,” Chief Battiloro
said, “sparing as much expense to the
taxpayer as possible.”

Courtesy of Patrick Connor
PROUD MOMENT...Christopher Battiloro takes the oath of office for Westfield
police chief from Mayor Shelley Brindle at last Thursday’s town reorganization
meeting as his family looks on. The official ceremony follows an informal swearing
in last month. Chief Battiloro became acting chief in August.

January 24 and 31, at 7:30 p.m., in the
administration building at Cedar Street
and Evergreen Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The first meeting will serve as an open
agenda meeting and the second will be
the regular January meeting.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara Todisco
was sworn into office as the youngest
mayor in Garwood’s history at the
annual borough reorganization meet-
ing on January 2. Newly-elected
Democratic council candidates
Michael Ince and Sean Benoit were
sworn into office for three-year terms.
Councilman Marc Lazarow was ap-
proved by Mayor Todisco and the
council to serve as council president.

“One of the most impactful people
in my life was my late grandfather
Frank Todisco. With family roots
going back to before Garwood was
even incorporated as Garwood, he
loved this town,” said Mayor Todisco,
describing during her public address
how “honored” she is to serve as
Garwood’s mayor.

Mayor Todisco outlined personal
expectations of her mayoral tenure
during a “state-of-the-borough” ad-
dress, including the launch of an “of-
ficial Garwood social media page in
the next 100 days.” Mayor Todisco
stated “quarterly meetings” will now
be held to increase communication
between the planning board, council
and the board of education.

“I envision Garwood to stay true to
its small-town core, even as it faces
changes and challenges. I envision
Garwood to always remember and
treasure its rich 116-year history.
However, I also envision Garwood to
adapt with the times to ensure com-
munication is improved so residents
know what is going on in town,”
Mayor Todisco said.

Mayor Todisco announced the es-
tablishment of a Citizens’ Advisory
Panel to “solicit resident feedback
about potential capital projects,”
namely road projects and professional
equipment.

The borough’s municipal street
sweeper is over 18 years old and is no
longer “operable,” stated Mayor
Todisco. “Putting together a vote to
finance much-needed equipment is
an initial priority (the) council will
address,” she said. “I cannot turn this
vision into a reality alone. To all of
you on this dais (council members),
we are a team who will share in our
future success together.”

Mayor Todisco stated she wanted
to address bipartisan collaboration,
emphasizing a “council team of six”
not a 5-to-1 Democratic majority.

“I will be your biggest ally and your
biggest supporter,” said Mayor Todisco,
pledging assistance to all council mem-
bers throughout their terms.

Mayor Todisco stated that she has

been “fortunate” to have served on
every council subcommittee. Previ-
ous subcommittee experience, Mayor
Todisco stated, can translate to in-
sight for each council member tasked
with subcommittee challenges.

“I mean that from the bottom of my
heart. It’s not about Democrat or Re-
publican. We are here in service to
our community, not to a party,” the
mayor said.

New residents will be met with
“open arms,” stated  Mayor Todisco.

“Whether a homeowner or renter,
whether a lifelong resident or new-
comer, or whether a child or a senior
citizen, together we are, and will al-
ways be, one Garwood,” Mayor
Todisco said.

She stated that “over the next four
years,” Garwood’s downtown busi-
ness district “will experience a reju-
venation with increased walkability
and sustainability.”

“A small town like ours can only
thrive with the enthusiasm and en-
ergy of the community and its volun-
teers. For that reason, I’d like to see
us celebrate all those that contribute
to making our town great by creating
a Community Spirit Awards Pro-
gram,” Mayor Todisco said.

Nomination forms will be avail-
able on the borough’s website and in
Borough Hall, stated Mayor Todisco.
“Dedicated volunteers,” “generous
business owners” or “a neighbor who
goes above and beyond” can be nomi-
nated to be recognized as “the biggest
champions of our community,” stated
Mayor Todisco.

The mayor also said she was ex-
panding the public commentary por-
tion of council meetings from three
minutes to five minutes.

Mayor Todisco announced her ap-
pointment of new planning board mem-
bers including Ken Capabianco, coun-
cil liaison Richard McCormick, Steve
Napolitano, Paul Tarantino, Mike
Vena, John Malcolm, Sergio Simoes,
Steve Barcan and Peter Demato.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
NEW GARWOOD MAYOR...Sara Todisco, pictured center, is sworn into office
as the Mayor of Garwood on January 2 by Municipal Clerk Christina Ariemma
as New Jersey First Lady Tammy Murphy, pictured left, watches.

Todisco Sworn In
As Garwood Mayor
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Teacher Admits to Threat,
Surrenders License

CRANFORD — A Cranford-
based special education teacher has
admitted to making a perceived
general threat against the school
where he worked late last year,
acting Union County Prosecutor
Michael A. Monahan announced
Thursday.

Matthew Acosta, 34, of Kenilworth
pleaded guilty to disorderly conduct, a
petty disorderly persons offense, dur-
ing a court hearing before state Supe-
rior Court Judge Joseph P. Donohue
Thursday morning. Acosta was intially
charged with one count of third-de-
gree terroristic threats and one count
of fourth-degree risking widespread
injury or damage for an incident.

A joint investigation by members of
the Prosecutor’s Office and the Cran-
ford Police Department determined that
on Thursday, November 1, 2018, Acosta
made a comment to a colleague at
Orange Avenue School in Cranford in-
dicating that he might commit an act of
gun violence at the school, according to
Prosecutor’s Office Investigations Su-
pervisor John Esmerado, who pros-
ecuted the case. Moments later, Acosta
indicated that he was not being serious

when he made the remark.
Acosta was arrested the next day

without incident and later remanded
pending a mental health evaluation
for dangerousness; that evaluation in-
dicated that Acosta was not believed
to be a danger to himself or others,
and he was released pending adjudi-
cation of the case.

Acosta forfeited his position as a
teacher in the Cranford Public School
District and will be permanently
banned from ever again holding any
public office in New Jersey, includ-
ing any teaching position, according
to the terms set down by Judge
Donohue during sentencing Thurs-
day. He also is permanently banned
from ever again visiting any Cranford
Public School District property. He
also must forfeit all of his weapons to
the State of New Jersey.

The Cranford Board of Education
at their public board meeting of No-
vember 12, 2018, voted to terminate
Acosta’s employment “in accordance
with the provisions of his contract,”
according to an email from Michele
Cammarata, executive assistant to the
Superintendent of Schools.

Assembly Speaker to Attend
Township Council Meeting

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHAIRWOMAN KOWALSKI ....Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th, Trenton) administers the oath of office to Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
of Cranford as 2019 board chairwoman as her husband, Andrew Lanset, holds the
Bible as other family members looks on.

SCOTCH PLAINS — New Jersey
State Assembly Speaker Craig
Coughlin (D-19th, Woodbridge) will
join Mayor Al Smith and the township
council at their Tuesday, January 15,
meeting at 7 p.m. to discuss food inse-
curity and healthy eating initiatives.

Speaker Coughlin has made fight-
ing hunger and promoting healthy
eating in New Jersey a priority, and he
recently led the effort to pass 13 bills
in the State Assembly to improve
people’s access to healthy food and
reduce food waste. The bills all passed
on a bipartisan basis.

The bills now await passage in the
State Senate before they can be signed
into law. Speaker Coughlin will be
visiting Scotch Plains to promote these
legislative initiatives and gain public
awareness.

Since taking office, Mayor  Smith
has made healthy eating, nutrition
programs and supporting food banks
and other organizations that distrib-
ute food to needy communities a major
component of his Mayor’s Wellness
Campaign. Mayor Smith and the coun-
cil are supporting Speaker Coughlin’s
initiatives, which will bolster our lo-

cal efforts.
“I am proud of our efforts in the

Assembly to fight food insecurity and
raise awareness about the issue of
hunger throughout our state,” Speaker
Craig Coughlin  said. “I want to thank
Mayor Smith for welcoming me to
Scotch Plains and congratulate him
on the success of his wellness cam-
paign, and look forward to working
together in a bipartisan fashion to
address hunger and create health ini-
tiatives in communities.”

“I’m pleased to see Speaker
Coughlin and our state legislators tak-
ing action to promote healthy food
choices and address food waste,” said
Mayor Smith. “Working together on
a bipartisan basis, we can find solu-
tions for communities that do not
have easy access to nutritious food
and need our support. Let’s all give
Speaker Coughlin a warm Scotch
Plains welcome on January 15.”

The public is urged to attend this
meeting. This will be the first time in
the history of Scotch Plains that a
sitting Speaker of the New Jersey
State Assembly will be speaking at a
council meeting.

Cranford Reports Increase
In Narcan Deployments

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Police Department is reporting an
increase in Nasal Naloxone, or
“Narcan” deployments for opioid-
based overdoses, within the Town-
ship of Cranford over the past year.

First Responders deployed Narcan
a total of 30 times on 17 victims
during 2018. Cranford Police Offic-
ers utilized the opioid blocking medi-
cation 27 times while the Cranford
Fire/EMS administered Narcan on
three incidents. Not all of those de-
ployments reversed the overdoses and
Cranford experienced three opioid
overdose deaths in 2018.

“Any loss of life in the Township of
Cranford is tragic, and especially the
loss of life due to the national opioid
crisis we are exposed to,” said Chief
Ryan Greco. “Education, outreach,
prevention, and awareness are the
only means to effectively reduce the
frequency of these incidents. We as a
community need to help break down
the social stigma associated with
opioid addiction.” he said. In 2017,
Chief Greco said there were 15 Narcan
deployments. “To reach a figure
nearly double that one year later says
two things: our officers are ready,
willing, and able to handle overdoses,
but the public crisis is outpacing re-
covery.”

Chief Greco stated that his officers
have modified their approach to han-
dling substance use disorder from
reactive to a combination of reactive
and proactive.

“We have many partners in the com-
munity who handle substance use dis-
orders, which our organization can
connect with members of the commu-
nity with during times of crisis,” he
said. He stated that his goal is to

continue to break down the barriers
that sometimes exist between those
who need help with substance abuse
and law enforcement. “The majority
of our officers are trained in crisis-
intervention techniques and are quali-
fied to be the sympathetic facilitator
of help for those who are in need.”

The police department has offered
nasal naloxone as a tool for its offic-
ers to use during overdose responses
since July 1, 2014. Additionally, the
department has placed a permanent
“drug take back” mailbox in the front
lobby of its headquarters that resi-
dents may use to safely discard pre-
scription pills. According to Chief
Greco, the drug mailbox results in
pounds of unused prescription pills
being safety discarded on a monthly
basis. The drug takeback mailbox
program does not accept sharps or
liquids.

Chief Greco announced that resi-
dents can attend a free training at the
Cranford Community Center for na-
sal naloxone on Thursday, January 17
at 6 p.m. The program is called,
“Union County Fights Back Against
the Opioid Crisis” and offers free
training for lay people to attend. “The
goal of this training is much like CPR
training for the public – the more
people trained, the more chances we
all collectively have in saving a life,”
Chief Greco said. The event is spon-
sored by the Union County Opioid
Task Force and Prevention Links.
The first 25 residents who attend this
training will also receive a free Narcan
kit.

The Union County Prosecutor’s
Office official Twitter page for county-
wide statistics on Naloxone deploy-
ments is https://twitter.com/UCPONJ.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 1/31/19 downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Route 24, Route I-287 to Route I-78, Contract No. 000183360, Pavement
Preservation, Boroughs of Florham Park, Madison & Chatham and Townships

of Hanover & Morris, Morris County, Township of Milburn, Essex County,
Township of Springfield & City of Summit, Union County, Federal Project No:

NHP-0024(301) UPC NO: 183360, DP No: 18149
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act

of 1964.  Specifically, the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com.  You must subscribe to use this service.  To subscribe,
follow the instructions on the web site.  Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access.  The fee schedule is available on the web site.  All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 01/10/19, 01/17/19 and 01/24/19, The Leader Fee: $223.38

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 1/24/19 downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Bridge Preventive Maintenance Contract 2018-3, Thirty-Nine (39) Bridges,
Routes US-1&9, US-22, I-78, I-278, & NJ-81, Rahway Twp., Linden Twp.,

Elizabeth City, & Newark City, Essex & Union Counties
Federal Project No: NHP-0001(327), DP No: 18457

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964.  Specifically, the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com.  You must subscribe to use this service.  To subscribe,
follow the instructions on the web site.  Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access.  The fee schedule is available on the web site.  All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 01/03/19, 01/10/19 and 01/17/19, The Leader Fee: $217.26

Recreation Commission
Supports New 5K Race
By KATE BROWNE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission welcomed two new resi-
dents as members at its first meeting of
2019, which was held Monday. Amy
Berman and Russ Howell were re-
cently appointed to the commission.
In addition, Brad Rothenberg has re-
placed Monica Bergin as vice-chair-
man of the recreation commission.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, third-generation
Westfield resident Sam Tooley pro-
posed a new 5K road race, Night of
Lights, in memory of his brother Jake
Tooley who died in August 2018 when
a fire destroyed their Prospect Street
home. Jake was 19 years old and a
student at Monmouth University at
the time of this death. According to
Mr. Tooley, who was captain of the
Westfield High School cross country
team, the goal of the Night of Lights
race is to acknowledge the support
which the community provided to his
family and all of the proceeds of the
race will be donated to first respond-
ers. Commission members unani-
mously voted in favor of approving
the race, which will be held on Sun-
day, September 8, at 6:30 pm. The
race will begin at Tamaques Park and
will follow the route of the annual

Hangover race.
Michael Dardia, who serves as the

town council liaison to the recreation
commission, provided the public with
an update on the status of the strategic
plan for the parks and fields. Accord-
ing to Mr. Dardia, the strategic plan
steering committee will conduct a “kick
off” meeting on Monday, January 16.
The organizational meeting will focus
on the best methods to obtain commu-
nity input and support the consultant.

In addition, Recreation Director Don
Bogardus advised that the playground
equipment has been installed at
Mindowskin Park and the feedback has
been universally positive. The park up-
grades will continue with the installation
of new benches. In addition, Mr.
Bogardus provided a brief outline of the
proposed upgrades to Memorial Pool,
which will likely include an expanded
menu at the concession stand, new pro-
grams and activities, as well as the mo-
bile scanning of membership cards. The
commission agreed an increase in non-
resident daily guest fees was necessary.

Members of the Ice Hockey Rink
Advisory Committee will conduct a
meeting this week to address continu-
ing concerns regarding noise, parking,
and they anticipate having data on the
use of the rink by the commission’s
next meeting, Monday, February 4.

Newell to Serve Again As
Planning Bd. Chairman

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – New planning
board member Ross Goldstein was
sworn into office during Monday’s
reorganization meeting. Mr.
Goldstein will replace Bill West on
the board. Robert Newell was ap-
proved as the board’s 2019 chair-
man after serving in the same role
last year. Darielle Walsh was ap-
proved as the board’s 2019 vice-
chairwoman.

During the regular planning board
meeting, the board reviewed the
Westfield Public School District’s
installation of gas-fueled emergency
generators at 10 schools within the
district.

Generators are proposed for 11 sites
in total, stated Mr. Newell. The gen-
erators will be located at 10 schools
and one board of education-operated
administrative office, Mr. Newell said.
The generators will vary between five
feet and nine feet in height.

Described generator lengths
spanned eight-and-a-half to 14 feet.
The proposed widths of the genera-
tors ranged from three-and-a-half to
four feet.

The proposed plan acknowledges
the 2009 Land Use Element includ-
ing specific goals and objectives pro-

tecting the residential aesthetics sur-
rounding the schools, stated Mr.
Newell.

The district proposed evergreen
plantings to provide the neighboring
properties with “year-round screen-
ing” from the generators, stated Mr.
Newell. The plan proposed genera-
tors to be in the school’s front yards
where feasible, he said.

The generator at Edison Interme-
diate School will face Rahway Av-
enue and the generator located at
Westfield High School will face Trin-
ity Place.

In other business, board member
Kris McAloon, the town’s engineer,
was approved as the planning board
secretary. The board reappointed
Board Attorney Alan Trembulak.
Board member Michael La Place
was approved as the liaison to the
Historic Preservation Commission.
Mr. Newell was approved as the liai-
son to the Tree Preservation Com-
mission.

Board member Anastasia Harrison
was nominated as the liaison to the
Architectural Review Board. Town
Councilwoman and board member
Linda Habgood, Ms. Harrison, Ms.
Walsh and Mr. Newell were approved
to serve on the planning board’s 2019
site-plan review committee.
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INJURY LAW

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

CALL

JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000
Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.

John C. Rodriguez, Esq.
Gary J. Grabas, Esq.

Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.

Gavin Handwerker, Esq.
Brian J. Trembley, Esq.

Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.

Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING HER OATH... Courtney Holder was sworn in by Cranford Township
Clerk Patty Donahue, second from left, as a probationary police officer in the
Cranford Police Department at the December 18 township committee meeting as
her family look on.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JOINING CRANFORD PD... Christopher Folinusz was sworn in by Cranford
Township Clerk Patty Donahue, second from left, as a probationary police officer
in the Cranford Police Department at the December 18 township committee
meeting as his family look on.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW OFFICER...Michael Gamba was sworn in by Township Clerk Patty
Donahue, second from left, as a probationary police officer in the Cranford Police
Department at the December 18 township committee meeting. He is pictured
standing with his family by his side.

Jim Lowney/County of Union
GOLD AWARD RECIPIENT...Union County Freeholders presented a resolution to Audrey Davis of Fanwood Girl Scout
Heart of New Jersey Troop 40274 congratulating her on attaining her Gold Award. Pictured, from to left to right, are:
Freeholder Al Mirabella, Manuel Ramirez and Nicole DeAugustine of the Office for Persons with Disabilities and Special
Needs, Miss Davis, 2018 Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados and Vice-Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski. Audrey’s Gold
Award project established the AWARE (Active Walking and Respite Exercise) Club, a social and recreational club for teens
and young adults with special needs.

Westfield Appointments
Announced for 2019

Reval. Process Continues
With Valuation Letters

WESTFIELD – As part of the
town’s property revaluation process,
the first round of letters with new
property valuations will be mailed to
most residents later this week by the
town’s certified vendor, Realty Ap-
praisal Company, and will continue
to be mailed out on a rolling basis
until all appraisals are complete.

Over the past year, Realty Appraisal
Company has been charged with vis-
iting and appraising every residential
and commercial property in Westfield
in order for the town to comply with
a Union County mandated order to
complete a property revaluation, its
first since 1981. There are approxi-
mately 700 properties remaining that
have not yet been visited for this
purpose, which is anticipated to be
completed in the coming weeks.

“It’s important to remember that
the purpose of a revaluation is to
spread the tax burden more equitably
among all property owners, based on
current market rate property values,”
Mayor Shelley Brindle said. “While
these new appraisals represent a key
step in the completion of the process,
we’d like to remind everyone that
increases in their appraisals do not
necessarily mean a similar increase in
their property taxes. In fact, the ex-
pectation is that there will be both
increases and decreases. The other
piece of the formula in calculating
property taxes is the tax rate, which is
typically not established until mid-
year, after it is certified by the county.”

To comply with New Jersey Divi-
sion of Taxation regulations, Realty
Appraisal Company is required to
mail letters with the new valuations to
all property owners, prior to the tax
assessor filing the final assessments
with the Union County Tax Board. To
assist property owners in understand-
ing how the new assessments may
impact their property taxes, these let-

ters will include an estimated tax rate,
based on the new valuations, as well
as the average 2018 assessment and
tax rate. In addition, the letters will
provide property owners with instruc-
tions about contacting Realty Ap-
praisal Company with any related
questions, or making an appointment
for an informal hearing.

The town will also be posting addi-
tional information on its website
(www.westfieldnj.gov/revaluation)
and social media channels in the com-
ing days and weeks to address ongo-
ing questions from property owners
as this stage of the revaluation pro-
cess continues.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RECREATION COMMISSION

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has scheduled
a meeting for the following dates:

January 14, 2019 - Reorganization

The meetings will begin at 7:30 p.m. and
be held at Room 202 of the Township of
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076;
and

In accordance with the requirements of
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (“ADA”), the Township of Scotch
Plains does not discriminate against quali-
fied individuals with disabilities on the ba-
sis of disability in its services, programs, or
activities. Anyone who requires an auxil-
iary aid or service for effective communi-
cation, or a modification of policies or pro-
cedures to participate in a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains should
contact Municipal Manager/Township of
Scotch Plains designated ADA Coordina-
tor as soon as possible before the sched-
uled event. Notifying the ADA coordinator
at least 72 hours in advance will enable the
Township to arrange for appropriate re-
sources. The ADA does not require the
Township of Scotch Plains to take any
action that would fundamentally alter the
nature of its programs or services, or im-
pose an undue financial or administrative
burden. Complaints that a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains is not
accessible to or inclusive of persons with
disabilities should be directed to Municipal
Manager/Township of Scotch Plains des-
ignated ADA Coordinator.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 01/10/19, The Times Fee: $37.74

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-4

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Township of Scotch Plains, that the
following meeting schedule for 2019 for the Township Council was established at the
Reorganization Meeting held on January 1, 2019:

2019 TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

January 1, 2019(Tuesday) Reorganization Meeting 12:00PM
January 15, 2019(Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

February 5, 2019(Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
February 19, 2019 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

March 5, 2019 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
March 19, 2019 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

April 2, 2019 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
April 16, 2019 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

May 7, 2019 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
May 21, 2019 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

June 5, 2019 (Wednesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
June 18, 2019 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

July 16, 2019 (Tuesday) Council Conference / 7:00 PM
Council Business Meeting

August 13, 2019 (Tuesday) Council Conference/ 7:00 PM
Council Business Meeting

September 3, 2019 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
September 17, 2019 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

October 2, 2019 (Wednesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
October 15, 2019 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

November 12, 2019 (Tuesday) Council Conference/ 7:00 PM
Council Business Meeting

December 17, 2019 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting/ 7:00 PM
Council Business Meeting

IMPORTANT NOTES:
* Council Conference Meetings will be held in the Municipal Building Council

Chambers of the Municipal Building and will be open to the public.  Council Business
Meetings will be held in the Municipal Building Council Chamber (Court Room) and will
be open to the public.  Council Conference Meetings will not be broadcast on Scotch
Plains Television (SPTV). Council Business Meetings will be broadcast on SPTV. Council
Business Meetings will be broadcast on SPTV.

* Council Executive Sessions will be held in the Council Conference Room located on
the 2nd floor of the Municipal Building or the Municipal Building Council Chamber (Court
Room) and will not be open to the public.

* Council Workshop Meetings (i.e. Budget) will be held in the Council Conference
Room located on the 2nd floor of the Municipal Building and will be open to the public.
These meetings will be scheduled and advertised separately during the year by the Office
of the Township Clerk.

Bozena Lacina, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 01/10/19, The Times Fee: $91.80

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
Town Council held its annual reorga-
nization meeting on January. The fol-
lowing appointments were made: Act-
ing Mayor, Councilwoman Linda
Habgood; Alternate Acting Mayor,
Councilwoman Dawn Mackey; Plan-
ning Board Liaison, Councilwoman
Linda Habgood, one-year appoint-
ments; Board of Adjustment, Matt
Sontz and Allyson Hroblak,  Decem-
ber 31, 2022, four-year appointments;
Mary Doyle, alternate no. 1, two-year
appointment; James Keenoy, alternate
no. 2, one-year appointment.

Special Improvement District Board:
property owner, Jeffrey Christakos three-
year appointments; merchant, Jerry
Eicke, three-year appointment; council
designee, Dawn Mackey, one year;
mayor designee, Mayor Shelley Brindle,
one year; ex officio, Town Administra-
tor James H. Gildea, one year.

Town Historian: Robert Wendel,
two-year appointment.

Police Chief: Christopher Battiloro.
Board of Health: Denise Rizzolo and

Sharon Dorry, four years; Steve
Gorelick, alternate no. 2, two years;
council liaison, JoAnn Neylan, one year.

Recreation Commission: Gary Fox,
chairman, one year; Amy Berman and
Russell Howell, three years; council
liaison, Michael Dardia, one year.

Historic Preservation Commission:
Robert Wendel and Greg Blasi, unex-
pired one-year term; Maria Boyes,
two years; Carol Tener and Katie
Spikes, three years; Jennifer
Jaruzelski, two years; Kelly Kessler,
one year; council liaison, Linda
Habgood, one year.

Board of Architectural Review:
Gregory Talmont, three years.

Tree Preservation Commission:
Tricia Mullaney, one-year unexpired
term and council liaison, Mark
LoGrippo, one year.

Memorial Library Board: Mallary
Saltzman, five years and council liai-
son; Doug Stokes, one year.

Planning Board: Robert Newell,
four years; Ross Goldstein, alternate
no. 1, two years; Mayor Shelley
Brindle, one year; Town Engineer
Kris McAloon, one year.

Community Development Revenue
Sharing Committee: William Cariste
and Josephine Ferrigno-Stack, one year.

Solid Waste Advisory Board: Jeff
Bryk, one year.

Union County Transportation Ad-
visory Board: David Judd and Marv
Gersten, alternate, one-year terms.

Air Traffic Advisory Board: Scott
Jaffee, one-year unexpired term.

Chamber of Commerce liaison,
Councilman Frank Arena.

Union County League of Munici-
palities: Mayor Shelley Brindle,

Board of Education liaison: Coun-
cilman David Contract.

2nd Senior Citizens Housing Cor-
poration liaison, Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan.

Municipal Alliance Liaison: Coun-
cilwoman Dawn Mackey.

Town Council Committees: Finance
Policy Committee, Linda Habgood,
chairwoman; JoAnn Neylan, vice-
chairman; David Contract and Doug
Stokes; Public Safety, Transportation
and Parking Committee: Michael
Dardia, chairman; Frank Arena, vice-
chairman; Mark LoGrippo and Dawn
Mackey; Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee: Dawn Mackey, chair-
man; Mark LoGrippo, vice-chairman;
Linda Habgood and JoAnn Neylan;
Public Works Committee: David Con-
tract, chairman; Doug Stokes, vice-
chairman; Frank Arena and Michael
Dardia.

County Appointments
Told for 2019

COUNTY — At Sunday’s Union
County reorganization meeting the
following appointments were made:

Rogut McCarthy, LLC, one-year
contract for specialized counsel ser-
vices in connection with the issuance
of bonds, or notes;

Suplee, Clooney and Company,
Westfield, one-year contract, to pro-
vide statutory audits of accounts;

Jardim, Meisner and Susser, P.C.,
pre-qualified law firm to provide spe-
cialized credit and collection counsel
services as necessary at Cornerstone
Behavioral Health Hospital, one-year
contract;

Weber Dowd Law of Woodland
Park, to provide credit and collec-
tions services to Cornerstone Behav-
ioral Health Hospital of Union
County, one-year contract;

Ruderman and Roth, LLC, Spring-
field, to serve as personnel counsel
for 12 consecutive months, in an esti-
mated amount not to exceed
$125,000;

The Weiner Law Group, LLP,
Parsippany, to serve as labor and per-
sonnel counsel for 12 consecutive
months, in an estimated non-guaran-
teed amount not to exceed $225,000;

Eric M. Bernstein and Associates,
LLC, Warren, to serve as personnel
counsel, for 12 consecutive months
in an estimated amount not to exceed
$110,000;

James Jude Plaia, Verona, to pro-
vide workers compensation defense
counsel services for 12 consecutive
months;

Manuel R. Grova, special counsel

to the Union County Planning Board
for a one-year period at an amount
not to exceed $30,000;

ComPsych, Chicago, IL for the pro-
vision of a comprehensive Employee
Assistance Program (EAP) to Union
County employees and their families
for 2019 in an amount not to exceed
$54,000.

Freeholder Liaisons to various ad-
visory boards for 2019:

Freeholder Angel Estrada, Union
County Delegate to Meadowlink/EZ
Ride; representatives to the New Jer-
sey Association of Counties, Free-
holder Angela Garretson (delegate)
and Freeholder Sergio Granados (al-
ternate); representatives to the North
Jersey Transportation Planning Au-
thority Freeholder Angel Estrada.

Bramnick: One-Party
Rule in Trenton pushes
Residents Out of State
WESTFIELD – United Van Lines’

42nd annual National Movers Study
found that New Jersey is once again
the most moved from state in the
country, topping the list for at least
the fifth consecutive year with 66.8
percent of movers leaving.

In response, New Jersey Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
echoed economists who say the main
reason is that the New Jersey is too
expensive, and the cost of living is driv-
ing people to other states. He says it will
get worse with one-party rule.

“This is what happens with (Gov-
ernor Phil) Murphy and the Trenton
Democrats. People don’t want to live
in a place they can’t afford,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “Trenton Democrats
keep raising taxes and spending as if
that were the solution, but they are
only making it harder for people to
afford to live here. Republicans have
a plan, and that is to cut taxes and
spending and actually address the
property tax problem.”

Did
You

Know?

goleader.com

2018 was great for traffic on
goleader.com (10,843,919 page

views and 12,727,955 hits).

We look forward to reaching
even more people in 2019.
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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters To The Editor
Must Be Respectful Of

The Other Side
Society has devolved into rancor!

Exchange of ideas is becoming a rare
bird indeed.

People feel it their right to mouth
off with little if any concern for the
manner of their expression. But it is
not the role of the media to aid in this.

Letters to the editor must be re-
spectful of “the other side” and in-
variably polite.

Ad hominem argument is well be-
yond the pale.

 Freedom of speech is not a license
to use words to abuse anyone. There
is something called etiquette.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Rink In The Middle Of A Residential
Neighborhood On A Busy Street

In a September 20 letter to the
editor, I expressed the concerns of the
residents in the Gumbert Park neigh-
borhood about the Westfield Ice Rink.
I said I would continue to share our
concerns once the rink was open. So
here we are.

The rink has now been open for
two months, enough time to take a
hard look at its effect on our neigh-
borhood. The traffic, noise and im-
pact on local businesses have all
wreaked havoc on a lot of people.
The traffic is a nightmare, in part
because parents ignore the no dropoff/
no standing/no parking signs. Cer-
tainly, initially there was confusion;
now, however, the temporary signage
has been reduced to only directly in
front of the rink on both sides of the
street. Crossing guards either look
the other way or, when they try to stop
the vehicles from stopping, they are
yelled at and told by irate drivers they
have no authority. Buses and cars
continue to idle for extended periods
of time in the parking lot and on the
street, although we were assured that
would not be allowed.

We have been advised by the rink
owner that the noise is typical “hockey
noise” and nothing can be done about
it. Of course, we knew before the rink
opened that was going to be a huge
problem, but often the noise has been
even worse than we feared. For ex-
ample, the sound of pucks slamming

the boards frequently sounds like gun
shots and can be heard for blocks. So
can whistles and music.

Of particular concern is the nega-
tive impact the rink’s presence has
had on the retail businesses along
North Avenue. Why? Because skat-
ers continue to use the (convenient)
commercial parking lot adjacent to
the rink, preventing customers from
parking and patronizing the shops.
More than one shop owner has said
their business is down 20 percent.

Let me reiterate that no one objects
to the rink concept and the opportuni-
ties it provides for ice skating fans to
have a good time. But please under-
stand that the Gumbert location is just
wrong!

Mayor Brindle stated in an article
she wrote summarizing “…Promises
Kept…” for the December 27 Leader
that she had accomplished many goals
that “champion quality of life issues
that impact all residents.” Clearly she
could not list the rink in that category.
The rink needs to be in a safer loca-
tion that is not in the middle of a
residential neighborhood on a busy
street.

We are counting on Mayor Brindle
and the town council to realize that
when it comes time to decide on re-
newing the contract for next year and
find a more suitable location.

Christine Spear
Garwood

From the Mayor’s Desk,
Sara Todisco Of Garwood

Last Wednesday, I was deeply hon-
ored to be sworn in as the 34th Mayor
in the history of the Borough of
Garwood. I was truly moved by the
tremendous number of people who
packed Borough Hall to be there and
all those who watched it live on the
“Garwood Live” Facebook page. New
Jersey’s First Lady Tammy Snyder
Murphy was even on hand for the
beginning of the meeting where Coun-
cilmen Michael Ince and Sean Benoit
were sworn in as well. She spoke
eloquently about how through hard
work, optimism, and compromise, we
will be able to move New Jersey
forward.

I am hitting the ground running in
this new role and want all residents of
Garwood to know I am there for you,
to do my very best to serve you as
your Mayor. In my address that
evening, I laid out a vision for the
future of our town and a number of

initiatives to get us started, from sea-
sonal community spirit awards to
launching official Garwood social
media pages. If you would like to
read my full Mayor’s address, you
may find it on the borough website at
www.garwood.org under “From the
Mayor’s Desk.”

Also, you can find the community
spirit award nomination form on the
website or obtain paper copies, avail-
able at Borough Hall. I look forward
to seeing the nominations as I know
there are so many people who devote
their time and go above the call of
duty to make Garwood the great place
it is.

Through the open application pro-
cess, I received dozens of applica-
tions to our town’s various volunteer
committees, commissions, and
boards. I was proud to fill all open-
ings and to appoint such a diverse
group of people to represent and serve
our community at-large. In particu-
lar, I am excited to see the work of the
members of the newly established
Citizens’ Advisory Panel.

Some may view our governing body
“politically speaking,” to be 5 to 1,
but to me it is 6 to 0, as I am confident
we all can and will work
collaboratively and effectively to-
gether to serve the people of Garwood.
Together, we will all share in our
future success as a community. I ap-
preciate the range of experiences and
viewpoints each councilperson brings
and I hope I have tapped into that
when structuring our 2019 Council
committees. The complete list of com-
mittee assignments can be found on
the borough website under “Garwood
Government.”

As always, I am available to you by
email, phone, or in person to talk
about the issues that are important to
you and to answer any questions you
may have. Additionally, I will have
the first one of my new Breakfast with
the Mayor events on Saturday, Febru-
ary 2 at 10 a.m. at Borough Hall,
which will be replacing the tradi-
tional, but sparsely attended, Mayor’s
Saturdays. I hope to see you there!

Together, we, as One Garwood,
can ensure the best is yet to come for
our great borough. Happy New Year!

Sara Todisco
Garwood Mayor

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Body-Worn Cameras Will Benefit
Police Officers and Public Alike

Let’s Focus on Balancing Budget,
Infrastructure, Not Impeachment

Our local law enforcement agencies have long
cited among their goals strengthening the rapport
between police and members of the communities
they serve. They have pursued this through a variety
of successfully implemented programs designed to
instill confidence among residents of all ages in their
municipal police departments, while also helping
officers in the performance of their duties.

We believe an additional initiative will advance
these objectives even further. Two weeks ago, Act-
ing Union County Prosecutor Michael A. Monahan
announced that Union County is anticipated to be-
come this year “the first county in New Jersey that is
exclusively patrolled by local law enforcement to
have all of its departments outfitted with body-worn
cameras.”

During 2018, Mr. Monahan had initiated a plan to
ultimately have police departments in all 21 munici-
palities in the county equipped with body-worn
cameras. A pilot program begun by the Prosecutor’s
Office more than three years ago led to local police
departments within the county gradually acquiring
the body cameras.

“We can be satisfied in the knowledge that Union
County, on the issue of body-worn cameras, is at the
vanguard among law enforcement in New Jersey,
progressively ahead of the curve and leading the
way,” said Mr. Monahan, who was joined during his
December 27 announcement of the plan for county-

wide body cameras by most of Union County’s 21
municipal police chiefs. “I thank our chiefs for their
commitment to delivering transparency, account-
ability, and professionalism to the public,” he said.

The cameras worn by police officers and activated
during on-duty interactions with members of the
public benefit police and civilians alike by docu-
menting encounters from the officer’s exact point of
view. “Body-worn cameras are an important tool for
promoting confidence in our police officers by hold-
ing them accountable, while also protecting them
from unfounded complaints and helping them gather
evidence,” said New Jersey Attorney General Gurbir
S. Grewal in a release from the Prosecutor’s Office
regarding Mr. Monahan’s announcement.

We applaud the success to date of the program to
outfit municipal police departments with body-worn
cameras, along with the effort to see it realized
within all Union County municipalities. Among
those who have endorsed it is new Westfield Police
Chief Christopher Battiloro, who mentioned the
cameras in remarks accompanying his swearing-in
ceremony last week. We concur with authorities on
the local, county and state levels that these devices
and related equipment are critical tools for those in
law enforcement, and beneficial to the community
as well, and that their use can only enhance safety,
transparency and the relationship between police
and the public.

With the swearing in of the 116th Congress in
January, the drumbeat has shifted to the Democratic
base of the new majority party in the House of
Representatives. They barely took office, and their
focus is already on impeaching President Donald
Trump and eliminating the Electoral College as a
method of electing Presidents.

These two issues, of course, will not pass in the U.S.
Senate, where Republicans hold 53 of the 100 seats.
Also, two-thirds of the 435 members of the House
would have to vote yes to pass legislation to end the
Electoral College, a vote tally Democrats do not have.
And to already be talking about impeachment when
the Robert Mueller report hasn’t even been released
yet seems to us to be more political than anything else,
as this is more about keeping the Democratic base
happy.

We suggest Democrats take a step back by working
with the White House on common ground, similar to
what occurred in the mid-1990s when President Bill
Clinton worked with then House Speaker Newt Gingrich
(R-Ga.) to focus on balancing the federal budget. The
Republican-led Congress passed the 1997 Balanced
Budget Act, and “ultimately had four consecutive
balanced budgets,” Mr. Gingrich said. President Clinton
signed those balanced budgets. Of course, the federal
budget has not been balanced since, while our national
debt has ballooned to $21 trillion.

Also, legislation should be passed to ensure that
members of Congress are not paid during federal
government shutdowns. While President Trump does
not take a salary, future Presidents also should not be

paid during shutdowns.
We hope Congress will focus more on issues such

as infrastructure upgrades here in New Jersey as well
as across the nation. We are happy to hear that newly
sworn-in Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-7th) says
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calf.) is supportive of the
Gateway Tunnel commuter rail project between New
Jersey and New York.

On another issue, spending needs to be better
controlled while the deficit is reduced. We believe
House and Senate members’ benefits need to be
reviewed to ensure they are in line with what the
average American is offered by his or her employer.
Members currently have a choice of some 57 plans
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA)/ObamaCare
gold plans which, as of 2017, were subsidized to the
tune of 72 to 75 percent, according to a CNN report.
These plans are through the District of Columbia’s
Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP)
exchange, also known as DC Health Link.

Members of Congress can continue their health
care after they leave office under a system similar to
COBRA.

Currently, according to polifact.com, members must
serve at least five years to be eligible for a pension. We
believe this time period needs to be increased. Since
1984, when the most recent Congressional pension
system was adopted, members average a pension of
$41,000 annually. They can collect this at age 62, or
at age 50 provided they have 20 years in Congress.

We hope there will be effort to get things done over
the next two years, but we don’t hold out much hope.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane
words.

1. Goladar – In East India, one who
has charge of a storehouse

2. Ferdness – The state of being afraid
3. Felo-de-se – Suicide
4. Culverin – A musket or cannon

used in the Middle Ages

CURASSOW
1. A bird of South and Central America

similar to the turkey
2. A liquor of the West Indies with an

orange flavor
3. A species of sandpiper
4. A soft-shelled river tortoise

CAPILLATURE
1. A narrow passageway or crawl space

in a cave
2. The striking part of a flail
3. The act of dressing the hair
4. Skylight that admits or deflects light

FLAGITIOUS
1. Biting; very tart
2. Shameful; corrupt
3. Unfaithful; perfidious
4. Strong; powerful

FIANTS
1. Straw
2. Poise; dignity
3. Fat; blubber
4. The dung of a fox, wolf or badger

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
CRANFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION

YEARLY POSTING NOTICE
2019 BOARD MEETINGS

MEETINGS HELD AT 7:30 P.M. IN THE BOARD ROOM
AT LINCOLN SCHOOL (UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED)

WORK SESSION REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 7 (7:00 P.M. Reorganization) 28
FEBRUARY 11 25
MARCH 11 25
APRIL 29 (7:00 P.M.)
MAY 13 20
JUNE 10 24
JULY 22
AUGUST 26
SEPTEMBER 9 23
OCTOBER 14 28
NOVEMBER 11 25
DECEMBER 9

FORMAL ACTION MAY BE TAKEN AT ANY OF THE ABOVE MEETINGS
Robert J. Carfagno

Business Administrator/Board Secretary
1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $41.82

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at their meeting on Janu-
ary 7, 2019, adopted the following resolu-
tions for applications acted upon at the
December 3, 2018, and December 17,
2018, meeting.

PB 18-10 D. Villane Construction,
LLC., 885 New England Drive, Block
5301 Lot 16. Applicant sought approval to
remove the existing single-family home
and subdivide the property into two con-
forming, separate lots. Application denied.

PB 18-12 Arto Ozgub, BB Westfield,
LLC., DBA Bareburger, 126 Central Av-
enue, Block 3116, Lot 9. Applicant sought
approval to convert existing retail space
into a restaurant with seasonal rooftop
dining. Applicant sought variance relief
from Section 11.25E3, 17.02B5/17.02C7r,
and 17.02G2 of the Land Use Ordinance
to allow a rear yard setback of 9.93 feet
where the Ordinance requires a minimum
rear yard setback of 13.25 feet; to allow no
parking spaces where the Ordinance re-
quires 36 parking spaces; to allow no park-
ing spaces and a 26 space increase in an
on-site parking deficiency where the Ordi-
nance requires 36 parking spaces for the
proposed use where 10 spaces where
required for the prior use. Application ap-
proved.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $36.21

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18004098

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001220-18

Plaintiff: LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: SERGIA ABREU AND LARIDIAN

CONSULTING INC, ASSIGNEE OF HOSEHOLD
BANK

Sale Date: 01/30/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/16/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Five Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-Three
and 21/100*** $355,673.21.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood in the County of Union and the
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 57 Locust
Avenue.

Block: 66, Lot: 31.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 80 feet x

99 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: South Avenue.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. The amount
due can be obtained from the local taxing author-
ity. Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also
be subject to the limited lien priority of any
Condominium/Homeowners Association liens
which may exist.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interest
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so the current amount
due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Sixty-Four
Thousand Three Hundred Fifty-Two and 86/
100*** $364,352.86 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 01/03, 01/10, 01/17
& 01/24/19 Fee: $193.80
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Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.
DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003976

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-015004-17

Plaintiff: HAVEN SAVINGS BANK
VS.
Defendant: SCOTT K. STEELE AND NICOLE

S. STEELE, HUSBAND AND WIFE;
SANTANDER BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; MARINA AS-
SOCIATES T/A HARRAHS CASINO HOTEL,
AC

Sale Date: 01/16/2019
Writ of Execution: 09/26/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred Fifty
Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-Seven and 52/
100*** $150,587.52.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, in the County of Union, and
the State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2035 Winding Brook
Way, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot No. 10, in Block No. 13302.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately) 185 feet

wide by 213 feet long (irregular).
Nearest Cross Street: Bayberry Lane.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

4TH QTR TAXES OPEN $4,571.86 (OPEN
PLUS INTEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 11/1/
2018)

OPEN SEWER $260.32 (OPEN PLUS IN-
TEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 12/31/2018)

SUBJECT TO PRIOR MORTGAGES AND
JUDGMENTS (IF ANY).

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Fifty-Five Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Eighty-Four and 16/100***
$155,884.16 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.
1455 BROAD STREET
BLOOMFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07003
(973) 473-3000
4 T - 12/20, 12/27/18, 01/03
& 01/10/19 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003965

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007547-18

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, N.A., AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE REGISTERED HOLDERS OF ACE
SECURITIES CORP. HOME EQUITY LOAN
TRUST, SERIES 2005-HE2, ASSET BACKED
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES

VS.
Defendant: CLARK REINHARD A/K/A CLARK

REIHARD; NANCY REINHARD A/K/A N
CORRIGAN REINHARD; AMERICAN EXPRESS
CENTURION BANK; COASTAL CARDIOVAS-
CULAR CONSULTANTS PA; UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 01/16/2019
Writ of Execution: 08/08/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million One
Hundred Fifty-Seven Thousand Seventy-Seven
and 35/100*** $1,157,077.35.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 304 SOUTH EUCLID
AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT 9, BLOCK 3111.
Dimensions of Lot: 100 feet wide by 150 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: SAINT MARKS AV-

ENUE.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
• 2018 Qtr 4 Due: 11/01/2018 $5,433.52 OPEN
• 2019 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2019 $5,403.89 OPEN
• 2019 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2019 $5,403.88 OPEN
• Sewer Acct: 5078 0 01/01/2018 - 12/31/2018
$165.00 OPEN PLUS PENALTY $165.00 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY; OWED IN ARREARS

Total Upset:  ***One Million One Hundred
Eighty-Six Thousand Five and 69/100***
$1,186,005.69 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 12/20, 12/27/18, 01/03
& 01/10/19 Fee: $212.16

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18004017

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008329-16

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY

VS.
Defendant: ARLENE SCHROR, HER HEIRS,

DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; DIANE SCHROR; THOMAS
SCHROR,INDIVIDUALLY AND AS ADMINIS-
TRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF ARLENE
SCHROR, DECEASED; WILLIAM SCHROR;
DEBORAH NASIM; MICHAEL SCHROR; MAT-
THEW SCHROR; JAMES SCHROR; NEW CEN-
TURY FINANCIAL SERVICES INC. ON BE-
HALF OF CITIBANK, NA; MIDLAND FUNDING
LLC; LACEY DUCKMAN; HANNAH HEUGER,
AS EXCECUTPJX OF THE ESTATE OF HENRY
ft DUCKMAN, M.D., P.A., DECEASED; HELEN
K. DEMARCO, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS
EXCECUTRIX OF THE ESTATE OF RAYMOND
P. DEMARCO, ESQ DECEASED; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 01/23/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/12/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Thirty-Seven Thousand Four Hundred Ninety-
Four and 35/100*** $537,494.35.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1510 TERRILL
ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 20, BLOCK 14801 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 350.78 feet X 100.00 feet X 350.78
feet X 100.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: COOPER ROAD (AKA
COOPER STREET).

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Fifty-Three Thou-
sand Three Hundred Eighty-Five and 25/100***
$553,385.25 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 12/27/18, 01/03, 01/10
& 01/17/19 Fee: $238.68

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/6/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-38
AWARDED TO: Atlantic Medical

Group, Clark, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for the provision of pro-

viding Pre-Employment Medical Exami-
nations, drug screening and related medi-
cal services to the County of Union

PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$109,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/6/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-22
AWARDED TO: The Weiner Law

Group, LLP, Parsippany, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to serve as Labor and

Personnel Counsel for twelve (12) con-
secutive months

COSTS: in an estimated non-guaran-
teed amount not to exceed: $225,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE HEREBY GIVEN that the following Resolution No. 2019-2 was adopted by the
Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union, at their Re-Organization Meeting
on Sunday, January 6, 2019.

2019 MEETING SCHEDULE
AGENDA SETTING SESSION REGULAR MEETINGS

January 17, 2019 January 24, 2019

February 7, 2019 February 14, 2019
February 21, 2019 February 21, 2019

March 7, 2019 March 14, 2019
March 28, 2019 March 28, 2019

April 4, 2019 April 11, 2019
April 25, 2019 April 25, 2019

May 9, 2019 May 16, 2019
May 30, 2019 May 30, 2019

June 13, 2019 June 20, 2019
June 27, 2019 June 27, 2019

July 25, 2019 July 25, 2019

August 22, 2019 August 22, 2019

September 5, 2019 September 12, 2019
September 26, 2019 September 26, 2019

October 3, 2019 October 10, 2019
October 24, 2019 October 24, 2019

November 7, 2019 November 14, 2019

December 5, 2019 December 5, 2019
December 19, 2019 December 19, 2019

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $60.18

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/6/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-19
AWARDED TO: Weber Dowd Law of

Woodland, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide Credit and

Collections services to Cornerstone Be-
havioral Health Hospital of Union County

PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/6/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-25
AWARDED TO: Manuel R. Grova, Esq.
SERVICES TO: as Special Counsel to

the Union County Planning Board
PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December

31, 2019
COSTS: at an amount not to exceed

$30,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/6/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-24
AWARDED TO: James Jude Plaia,

Esq., Verona, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide Worker’s

Compensation Defense Counsel Services
for twelve (12) consecutive months

COSTS: with any sums to be paid
through the Third Party Administrator

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/6/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-21
AWARDED TO: Ruderman & Roth,

LLC, Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to serve as Personnel

Counsel for twelve (12) consecutive months
COSTS: in an estimated amount not to

exceed:$125,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/6/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-20
amending (Resolution No. 2018-819)
AWARDED TO: Roth D’Aquanni, LLC,

Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: as special counsel for

Personnel matters
COSTS: to increase the amount by not

to exceed $25,000.00 for a total amount
not to exceed $160,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/6/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-39
AWARDED TO: FMLA Source, a

ComPsych affiliate, Chicago, Illinois
SERVICES TO: for the provision of a

comprehensive State and Federal Family
Leave Administration Program to County
employees

PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$46,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $22.95

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18004223

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004425-18

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR NOMURA
HOME EQUITY LOANS, INC., HOME EQUITY
LOAN TRUST, SERIES 2005-HE1

VS.
Defendant: CAROL L. SHEPPARD, WILLIAM

W. SHEPPARD, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 02/06/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/17/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-One Thousand One Hundred Twenty-
Four and 44/100*** $421,124.44.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 225
Tillotson Road, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

TAX LOT #10; Block #46.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 75 feet x 139

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Westfield Road.
Taxes: 4th Quarter of 2018 open balance in

the amount of $3,465.13*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Thirty-Three
Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty-Three and 44/
100*** $433,763.44 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 01/10, 01/17, 01/24
& 01/31/19 Fee: $175.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/6/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-41
AWARDED TO: Delta Dental and Flag-

ship Health Systems, Parsippany, New
Jersey

SERVICE: to provide Dental Coverage
PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December

31, 2021
COSTS: in an estimated, non-guaran-

teed amount not to exceed $1,500,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/6/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-23
AWARDED TO: Eric M. Bernstein &

Associates, LLC, Warren, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to serve as Personnel

Counsel for twelve (12) consecutive months
COSTS: in an estimated amount not to

exceed: $110,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/6/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-36
AWARDED TO: Medical Examiner
SERVICES TO: Agreement with five (5)

per diem pathologists to be available in the
absence of the County Medical Examiner

PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$250,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/6/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-37
AWARDED TO: ComPsych, Chicago,

Illinois
SERVICES TO: for the provision of a

comprehensive Employee Assistance Pro-
gram to County Employees and their fami-
lies

PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$54,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on January
7, 2019, adopted the following resolution.

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield has authorized the po-
sition of Attorney to the Planning Board,
and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board desires
to appoint Alan Trembulak, Esq. to that
position for the year 2019.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
that Alan Trembulak, Esq. is appointed to
the position of Attorney to the Westfield
Planning Board from this date to Decem-
ber 31, 2019.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 01/10/19, The Leader Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/6/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-11
AWARDED TO: Rogut McCarthy, LLC,

Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide specialized

counsel services in connection with the
issuance of bonds, or notes by the County
of Union

PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/6/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-12
AWARDED TO: Supplee, Clooney &

Company, Westfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide statutory

audits of accounts of the County of Union
and its agencies

PERIOD: January 1, 2019-December
31, 2019

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $20.91
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Consider Some New Year’s
Financial Resolutions

As the year winds down, you
may want to look ahead to see which
areas of your life you can improve
in 2019. Perhaps you’ll decide to
exercise more, eat healthier foods,
reconnect with old friends or vol-
unteer at a school or charitable
organization. All these goals are
certainly worthwhile – but you also
may want to add some New Year’s
financial resolutions to your list.

Here are a few ideas to consider:
Boost contributions

to your employer-spon-
sored retirement plan.
Good news! Contribu-
tion limits will be in-
creasing for many em-
ployer-sponsored re-
tirement plans.

For 2019, you can
contribute up to
$19,000 (up from
$18,500 in 2018), or
$25,000 (up from
$24,500 in 2018) if
you’re 50 or older to
your 401(k) or similar
employer-sponsored re-
tirement plan. It’s usu-
ally a good idea to con-
tribute as much as you
can afford to your employer’s plan,
as your contributions may lower
your taxable income, while any
earnings growth is tax-deferred.
(Keep in mind that taxes are due
upon withdrawal, and withdrawals
prior to age 59½ may be subject to
a 10-percent IRS penalty.)

At a minimum, put in enough to
earn your employer’s matching
contribution, if one is offered.

Try to “max out” on your IRA.
Even if you have a 401(k) or simi-
lar plan, you can probably still in-
vest in an IRA. For 2019, you can
put in up to $6,000 in a traditional
or Roth IRA (up from $5,500 in
2018), or $7,000 (up from $6,500)
if you’re 50 or older. (Income re-
strictions apply to Roth IRAs.)

Contributions to a traditional IRA
may be tax-deductible, depending
on your income, and any earnings
growth is tax-deferred. Roth IRA
contributions are not deductible,
but earnings growth can be with-
drawn tax-free, provided you don’t
start taking withdrawals until you
are 59½ and you’ve had your ac-
count at least five years. You can
put most types of investments –
stocks, bonds, mutual funds, gov-

ernment securities and
so on – into an IRA, so
it can expand your op-
tions beyond those of-
fered in your 401(k)
or similar plan.

Build an emergency
fund. Try to build an
emergency fund con-
taining three to six
months’ worth of liv-
ing expenses, with the
money held in a low-
risk, liquid account.
This fund can help you
avoid dipping into
your long-term invest-
ments to pay for unex-
pected costs, such as a
major car repair.

Control your debts. Do what you
can to keep your debts under con-
trol. Ultimately, the less you have to
spend on debt payments, the more
you can invest for your future.

Don’t overreact to financial mar-
ket volatility. In 2018 – especially
the last few months of the year – we
saw considerable market volatil-
ity, with huge drops and big gains
in rapid succession. What will 2019
bring? It’s always difficult – and
usually futile – trying to forecast
the market’s performance over the
course of an entire year. But, in any
case, try not to overreact to what-
ever ups and downs we may expe-
rience. Instead, continue pursuing
an investment strategy that’s ap-
propriate for your goals, risk toler-
ance and time horizon.

Following these suggestions can
help you become a better investor
in 2019 – and beyond.

This article was written by Ed-
ward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Contact: Jayson M. Astel, CFP®,
AAMS® Financial Advisor, Ed-
ward Jones, 251 North Ave. W.,
Suite 2A, Westfield, N.J. 07090,
(908) 233-4171.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Jayson M. Astel
CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

– Obituaries –
Joan Kervick Corbet, Loving

Wife, Mother and Grandmother
Joan Kervick Corbet passed away

on Saturday, December 29, 2018.
Born on December 17, 1932, she

was the loving wife of
William Jubb Corbet for
63 years. She also is sur-
vived by her son, Bill
Corbet of Richmond,
Va.; daughter, Maggie
Corbet of Fort Lauder-
dale, Fla.; their spouses,
Kathy Corbet and Lewis
Dames; her adored
granddaughters, Carolyn
Corbet and Emme
Corbet; sisters, Cate
Arrix, Eileen Connelly
and Mary Kervick; step-
daughters, sisters and
brothers-in-law, and 17 nieces and
nephews. She was predeceased by
her parents, John and Catherine
Kervick, and her sister, Peggy
Hatton.

Joan was born in Elizabeth, N.J.,
then graduated from Mount Saint
Mary Academy and Manhattanville
College. Joan spent most of her adult
life in Westfield, N.J., and
Mantoloking, N.J., and more recently
in Green Turtle Cay, Bahamas, and

Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Joan was always an active volunteer

and passionate about education. She
was a co-founder of the
Christopher Academy
Montessori School in
Westfield, N.J., an active
member of the Junior
League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield, was on the
board of Egenolf Day Care
in Elizabeth, was elected
to and served on the
Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, served on the Board
of Trustees for Eastern
Union County United Way
and the Board of Trustees
of Tri-State United Way,

was President of United Way of New
Jersey, President of Washington Rock
Girl Scout Council, and was chair of
the Board of Governors for Union
County College, N.J. She also was a
supporter of the Pingry Alumni Asso-
ciation and family.

Funeral services will be at St.
Sebastian Church, 2000 Marietta
Drive, Fort Lauderdale, on Saturday,
January 12, at 11 a.m.

January 10, 2019

Walter Matthew Troy, 83,
Former Resident of Westfield

Walter M. Troy

Walter Matthew Troy (Wally), 83,
passed away peacefully in Cary,
North Carolina, on Wednesday, De-
cember 19, 2018. Born
in Brooklyn, New York,
Walter grew up in Lake-
wood, New Jersey. He
attended Massachu-
setts Institute of Tech-
nology and received a
Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Engineering
from Rutgers Univer-
sity. Walter settled in
Westfield, where he
lived with his wife,
Renee, and two chil-
dren.

Walter was an Army
veteran, serving from 1958 to 1960,
with overseas duty in Bischheim,
Germany. He was an engineer with
Elastic Stop Nut Corporation for over
30 years in the company’s Union,
New Jersey office, before relocating
to Brea, California, as Quality Assur-

ance Director for Bristol Industries.
Walter and Renee retired to Cary,
North Carolina, in 2000 to be closer

to family.
Walter is remembered

as a quiet and conserva-
tive man, who enjoyed
spending time with fam-
ily. His hobbies included
fishing, reading and
travel. He is survived by
his wife of 60 years, Renee
Marino Troy; his two chil-
dren, Laura Marie Troy
Leder (James) and Chris-
topher Matthew Troy, and
his four grandchildren,
Christopher and Caroline
Leder and Matthew and

Lynae Troy.
Private services will be held at

Fairview Cemetery in Westfield. Do-
nations may be made to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital, 501
St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105.

January 10, 2019

IMAGINE EVEN FURTHER...Imagine Newark Program Director Jacelyn
Matthews, Ed.M., left, Mary Robinson, executive director, Imagine, A Center for
Coping with Loss, center, and Barbara Dixon, executive director, South Ward
Children’s Alliance, prepare for the expansion of Imagine’s programs into Newark.

Helen S. Doerr

Helen S. Doerr, 91,
Devoted Mother

Helen S. Doerr, 91, of Cranford,
N.J., passed away peacefully on Sat-
urday, January 5, 2019. Raised in
Hillside, N.J., by her parents, Helen
and Charles Schleuning, Helen lived
in Cranford for the past
65 years. Predeceased
by her husband, George
Doerr, Jr. (1958),
Helen is survived by
her daughters, Cynthia
Doerr Gladis and
Georganne Doerr
Jussel, and her sons-
in-law, Daniel Gladis
and David Jussel.

While growing up in
Hillside, Helen was
very athletic and en-
joyed archery, soft-
ball, rifle club and
swimming. It was while going to
school in Hillside that she met her
lifelong friends, the “sorority sis-
ters” of the Omega Sigma Psi So-
rority, Beta Chapter.

Helen and George married in
1949 and moved to Cranford in
1954. They bought a boat and loved
to water ski when they weren’t
working at George’s Atlantic Ser-
vice Station on the corner of South
and Centennial  Avenues in
Cranford, where Helen could often
be found pumping gas and helping
George run the station.

While raising her daughters, Helen
worked in the Cranford obstetrics
and gynecology practice of Drs.
Charles Spear and Richard Lang.
Later in Helen’s work life, she was
the office manager at Blake Indus-
tries in Scotch Plains and retired in
1992. Helen was an active member
of the First Presbyterian Church in
Cranford, where her daughters were
baptized, and most enjoyed services
that included the little children.

Helen was artistic, loved pho-
tography, music and the arts, was
an excellent seamstress, loved do-
ing crossword puzzles and was an
avid reader of just about anything.
Her favorite pastime, however,
other than being a mom, was spend-

ing time with her family and many
friends. Helen continued to meet
her sorority sisters for lunch on a
regular basis over the past 70 years,
while forming new friendships

wherever she went.
There were many en-
joyable family vaca-
tions, often spent with
Helen’s parents, and
always at a beach, and
Helen enjoyed a yearly
“girls’ weekend” with
Cindy and Georganne
in their beloved Cape
May, N.J. Helen’s per-
sonality, sense of hu-
mor, and ready smile
made her a joy to be
with.

Blessed with an in-
quisitive mind and born of a gen-
eration that saw so very many de-
velopments in science and technol-
ogy, Helen always said she wanted
“to stick around to see what the
future holds.”

Helen is also predeceased by her
brother, Charles A. Schleuning, and
his wife, Roberta; her sister, Dor-
othy Lasky, and her cousin, Robert
C. Wheeler. She is survived by her
brother-in-law, James Lasky of
Toms River; her sister-in-law,
Bernice Doerr Andrews of Oviedo,
Fla.; her cousin, Mary Wheeler of
Cranford, and nieces, nephews,
cousins and their families, with
whom she had many good times
and lots of laughs, and who will
miss their “Aunt Helen.”

Please join Cindy, Dan, Georganne
and Dave for Helen’s Life Celebra-
tion at Gray Funeral Home, 12 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, N.J., on Sat-
urday, January 26, 2019, from 10
a.m. until noon, with a service at
11:30 a.m. You may go to
grayfuneralhomes.com for online
condolences. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that donations be
made to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, Helen’s favorite charity, or
to Center for Hope Hospice.
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Joan Corbet
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Ronna Leigh Genovese, 76, Beloved
Wife, Mother and Grandmother

Ronna Leigh Genovese (Glore),
76, of Beaufort, North Carolina,
deeply beloved wife of Robert “Bob”
Genovese, passed away on Friday,
January 4, 2019, at Crystal Coast
Hospice House.

Her funeral service will be held at
11 a.m. on Friday, January 11, 2019,
at Munden Funeral Home, Morehead
City, North Carolina. Interment will
be held graveside at Quantico Na-
tional Cemetery at a later date.

Ronna was born on April 27, 1942,
in Kansas City, Missouri, and is the
daughter of the late Robert and
Mildred Glore. The family relocated
to Scotch Plains, New Jersey, where
Ronna graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in 1960. She
went on to earn a Bachelor of Science
degree in Dietetics Nutrition from the
University of Mary Washington, lo-
cated in Fredericksburg, Virginia, in
1964. During her junior year in col-
lege she was set up on a blind date
with a young Marine lieutenant who
was stationed at Marine Corps Base
Quantico and accompanied him to a
General’s Reception. Bob was in-
stantly smitten, and the rest is history!

The couple married in 1965 and
eventually settled in Fredericksburg,
Virginia, where they raised their two
daughters. Ronna was very artistic
and social. She enjoyed memberships
in the Mary Ball Woman’s Club, The
Fredericksburg Garden Club and Zeta
Nu Sorority. She delighted in sailing
on the Chesapeake Bay with her fam-
ily, as well as her work in fine jewelry

and retail.
Ronna and her husband retired and

moved to Beaufort, North Carolina, in
2005. She enjoyed playing Canasta with
her friends and was a very talented
decorative painter and a member and
past President of the Crystal Coast
Decorative Painters. Ronna’s family
takes solace in their memories of her
that throughout the years so many people
they met would recall how “wonderful,
sweet and loved” she was by all.

Survivors include her devoted hus-
band of 54 years, Bob Genovese;
their two loving daughters, Lianna
Genovese Brown and her husband,
Christopher J. Brown, of Bushwood,
Maryland, and Nagelle Rene
Smitherman and her husband, Colo-
nel Jeffrey C. Smitherman, of An-
napolis, Maryland; grandchildren,
Amanda Brown, Christopher Brown,
Cullen Smitherman, Jackson
Smitherman and Nathanial
Smitherman; great-granddaughter,
Ava Brown, and her sister, Judy Ann
Terry of Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

The family will receive friends from
10 to 11 a.m. on Friday, January 11,
2019, at Munden Funeral Home,
Morehead City, North Carolina.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Lupus Foundation of
America at www.lupus.org.

Online condolences may be made
at www.mundenfuneralhome.net.

Arrangements are by Munden Fu-
neral Home and Crematory in
Morehead City, North Carolina.

January 10, 2019

Suzanne Daleo Less, 75, Teacher;
Enjoyed English History, Literature

Suzanne Less

Suzanne Daleo Less, 75, died on
Saturday, January 5, 2019, at Over-
look Medical Center in Summit. She
was born on Long Island
and grew up in Westfield
before moving to Scotch
Plains 50 years ago.

Suzanne was a gradu-
ate of Westfield High
School and National Col-
lege of Education, now
National-Louis Univer-
sity. She earned her
bachelor’s degree in
Education and Literature
and taught elementary
education in Berkeley
Heights and at Saint
Bartholomew in Scotch Plains.

She was passionate about 19th-
century English history and litera-
ture. She was an avid reader, espe-
cially works by Thomas Hardy. Her
trip to Southern England in 2006
was a highlight of her life, where
she visited with an author and pen
pal who became a dear friend. She

was a devoted wife and mother and
enjoyed decorating her home and
cooking.

Suzanne was preceded
in death by her parents,
Frank and Ann Daleo, and
her beloved cat, Rosy.
She is survived by her
husband, Richard, of 53
years; two sons, Paul and
Philip and his wife,
Nancy.

Suzanne’s visitation
will be from 9 to 11 a.m.
on Friday, January 11,
2019, at Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad
Street, Westfield, where

her prayer service will begin at 10:30
a.m. Friday. Interment will follow
at Graceland Memorial Park in
Kenilworth. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made in her memory
to the ASPCA (aspca.org). Please
go to www.grayfuneralhomes.com
to view Suzanne’s life tribute.
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William Ronald ‘Ron’ Yorkovich, 68,
Fanwood Resident and Veteran

William Ronald “Ron” Yorkovich,
68, passed away on Saturday, Janu-
ary 5, 2019, at St. Barnabas Medical
Center in Livingston, N.J. Born and
raised in Kansas, he enlisted in the
Army at age 17. His military service
included two tours in Vietnam and
stations in Germany, Hawaii, France,
Italy, Holland, Belgium and several
U.S. locations. He was awarded many
commendations and medals for his
service, including Combat Medical
Badge, Cross of Gallantry with Palm,
Meritorious Service Medal, Distin-
guished Service Award, Combat In-
fantryman Badge, National Defense
Service Medal and many more. He
eventually retired after a 20-year ca-
reer as a Chief Warrant Officer 2.

Ron received his Physician Assis-
tant Diploma in 1982 and his Master
of Science in Healthcare Adminis-
tration in 2010. He worked as a
physician’s assistant in Primary Care,
Emergency Medicine, Family Prac-

tice, and then as a clinical researcher,
writer and editor before his retire-
ment.

After retiring from the Army, he
met his wife, Peggy, while living in
Houston, Texas. They would eventu-
ally settle in Fanwood in 1990 to raise
their family.

Ron is survived by his beloved
wife, Peggy Yorkovich (Sommerich);
his children, Alexander, Jessica and
Benjamin, and his siblings, Gloria,
Lori, Wayne and Bruce.

Visitation will be at Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue,
Fanwood, N.J., on Friday, January
11, from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be made
in Ron’s memory to Wounded War-
riors Family Support (Omaha, NE;
www. WWFS.org). For additional
information or to sign the
guestbook,  please visi t
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Imagine Receives Grant
To Expand Into Newark

MOUNTAINSIDE — Imagine, A
Center for Coping with Loss, recently
announced its receipt of a $46,150
grant from the Healthcare Founda-
tion of New Jersey to support “Imag-
ine Newark,” a new children’s grief
support center opening in the South
Ward of Newark.

“It has been our dream since first
opening our doors in Westfield, thanks
to the generous support and vision of
Dr. Gerald Glasser and his founda-
tion, to expand into Newark,” said
Imagine Executive Director Mary
Robinson. “The Imagine Board of
Trustees had the heart and vision to
embrace this future vision, knowing
Newark was greatly underserved. The
plan was that once we built a solid
foundation in Union County, we
would see if we could be of service in
Newark. The Healthcare Foundation
of New Jersey has helped make that
dream come true. The new center will
open in March 2019 in the South
Ward of Newark, where we are fortu-
nate to already have a solid partner-
ship and relationship with the South
Ward Children’s Alliance.”

“The Healthcare Foundation is
proud to support this important
work,” said Marsha Atkind, execu-
tive director/chief executive officer.
“We have learned over the years
how important it is to address the
trauma that children experience and
help them deal with their emotions
in a positive way. With the support
that Imagine will provide, we are
hopeful that these children can go on
to fulfill their potential and lead
happy, productive lives.”

The grant to Imagine was one of
50 totaling more than $6 million
awarded by The Healthcare Foun-
dation of New Jersey this year to
organizations in the Newark area.
The Foundation is an independent,
endowed, grant-making organiza-
tion dedicated to reducing dispari-
ties in the delivery of healthcare
and improving access to quality
healthcare for vulnerable popula-
tions in the greater Newark area.
To learn more, visit hfnj.org.

Located in Mountainside, Imag-
ine provides free, year-round peer
support groups for children ages 3 to
18 who have had a parent or sibling
die, with concurrent groups for par-
ents and guardians. Free support
groups also are available for young
adults ages 18 to 30 who have had a
friend, sibling or parent die. Imagine
currently is seeking adult volunteers
to facilitate support groups at the
new center in Newark for a February
2019 training. For more information
about volunteering or about Imagine
Newark, visit imaginenj.org/newark
or contact Imagine Newark Program
Director Jacelyn Matthews at
jacelyn@imaginenj.org or (908)
264-3100, extension no. 108.

Imagine will host a community
kickoff event on Thursday, January
31, at noon. In addition, at 6 p.m.
that day, there will be a community
training program for those wishing
to acquire skills to support grieving
children and their families. Both
the community kickoff event and
the training will take place at 400
Hawthorne Avenue, Newark.

Joseph Cafaro
Formerly of Westfield

Mr. Joseph Cafaro passed away
peacefully after a long illness on
Sunday, January 6, 2019. He re-
sided in Long Beach Island, N.J.

Joe and his younger brother, An-
thony, were born in New York City,
and Joe eventually moved to Union
County, N.J., where he met his wife,
Eleanor (Mullen).

After graduating from Linden
High School, he enlisted in the U.S.
Navy and was stationed in the South
Pacific. After returning from his
tour, he earned a bachelor’s degree
from Seton Hall University.

He and Eleanor married in 1962
and settled in Westfield, where they
raised their family.

Joe was a member of the Union
County Probation Department,
where he was a probation officer
until retiring in 1991.

After retiring, Joe and Eleanor

were dual residents of Fort Myers,
Fla., and Long Beach Island, N.J.

Joseph is survived by his wife of
56 years, Eleanor; his children,
David Cafaro and Caroline Cafaro,
both of Westfield, N.J.; his brother
and sister-in-law, Anthony and Ann
Cafaro of Cranford, and several
nieces and nephews.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, January
10, at Dooley Colonial Funeral Home,
556 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
The funeral mass will begin at 11:30
a.m. on Friday, January 11, at St.
Helen’s Catholic Church on Lam-
berts Mill Road in Westfield, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, donations can
be sent to St. Francis of Assisi
Parish Center (Food Pantry), 4700
Long Beach Boulevard, Long
Beach Township, N.J. 08008.
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Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty
STOCKING STUFFERS...The Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield and Clark
partnered with their youth sponsored clubs, the Westfield High School Key Club
and the Key Club of Arthur L. Johnson High School, to stuff Christmas stockings
for teens who are transitioning from foster care to independent living through a
program called Visions and Pathways. With donations from all volunteers, the
December stuffing event, held at the YMCA in Westfield, netted more than 70
stockings to brighten the teens’ holidays.
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CELEBRATING A MILESTONE...Calvary Nursery School and Child Care
(CNSCC) recently celebrated the installation of a new school sign to mark its 25th
anniversary of serving the Cranford community. Pictured at the unveiling are
students with, from left to right, Karen Steven, CNSCC head teacher; the
Reverend Dr. Carol A. Lindsay, pastor of the Calvary Lutheran Church; Tom
Hannen, Jr., Cranford Township commissioner; June Kaiser, founding member
of CNSCC and a school board representative, and Stacy Nick, CNSCC director.

CNSCC Attains Four-Star
Rating From Grow NJ Kids
CRANFORD — Calvary Nursery

School and Child Care (CNSCC) has
received a four-star rating from the
state’s Grow NJ Kids assessment pro-
gram. CNSCC is one of only three
early childhood centers in Union
County to receive the four-star dis-
tinction, and only 38 have been is-
sued in total in New Jersey. Currently,
more than 1,200 centers in New Jer-
sey participate in the program.

CNSCC offers a morning Nurs-
ery School Program, a full-day Child
Care Program and a Kindergarten
Wrap-Around Afternoon Program.
The play-based, year-round pro-
gram focuses on nurturing and edu-
cating the whole young child in a
Christian setting and serves over
150 students ages 2½ to 6 years.

“We are excited to begin our 25th
year of ensuring our children are
offered the highest quality educa-
tional experiences during this criti-
cal time in their development,” said
Director Stacy Nick. “The Grow NJ
Kids program has allowed us to
raise that bar even higher by pro-
viding additional resources and
materials to our children and staff
to enrich our program.”

“Our congregation founded our
school in 1993 based on the belief
that educating and nurturing young
children are ways of sharing God’s
grace — helping them to love and
respect others, themselves and all
creation,” said the Reverend Dr.
Carol A. Lindsay, pastor of the Cal-
vary Lutheran Church. “Our
school’s ministry continues that
important work today by bringing
our congregation’s welcome into the
lives of people in our community.”

Grow NJ Kids is a rigorous, re-
search-based rating program admin-
istered by the New Jersey Depart-
ments of Children and Families,
Education, Health, and Human Ser-
vices. It offers child-care and early-
learning programs access to train-
ing, professional development, staff
scholarships for continuing educa-
tion and targeted technical assis-
tance. Professional raters visit a pro-
gram to review quality standards,

and program participants receive
ratings by meeting an extensive list
of quality benchmarks.

CNSCC is located at 108 Eastman
Street, Cranford. For more infor-
mation about becoming part of the
program for the 2019-2020 school
year, visit calvarycranford.com or
facebook.com/CNSCC/, or call
(908) 272-3962 to schedule a tour.
New student registration will be ac-
cepted on a first-come, first-served
basis at CNSCC’s open house and
registration on Saturday, January
26, from 10 a.m. to noon.

Stanley Talbert

Author Stanley Talbert to
Be MLK Keynote Speaker

WESTFIELD — The Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Association of
Westfield will present Stanley Talbert
as the keynote speaker at its 32nd
annual commemoration
service, which will be
held at the First Congre-
gational Church of
Westfield on Monday,
January 21, at 1 p.m.

Mr. Talbert will speak
on the thematic topic for
this year, “Striving for the
highest good: Respond-
ing to acts of hatred.”

The guest speaker is
the author of “Unveiling
Radical Love: A Theo-
logical Reflection on
Radical Love in the Age
of Ferguson,” in “Reconciliation Re-
considered” (Abilene Christian Uni-
versity Press, 2016). He has pub-
lished articles on theology, race and
culture in the Journal for Religion,
Film and Media, The Huffington Post,
Ebony and The African American
Lectionary.

Mr. Talbert is a Louisville Institute
Doctoral Fellow and Carl R. Holladay
Doctoral Fellow and the recipient of
the Wittenberg Fellowship along with
numerous awards in his field. He was
a participant in the 2015 Millennial
Leaders Project, where 50 young ac-
tivists, leaders and clergy across the

United States were selected to engage
social issues from the intersection of
spirituality and social justice. Mr.
Talbert has given lectures and presen-

tations across the nation
as well as in France, Ger-
many and South Africa.

The Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Association has
been a part of the Westfield
community for more than
30 years. The purpose of
the Association is to in-
spire and encourage local
communities to seek and
adopt the high ideals es-
poused by Dr. King – es-
pecially those ideals that
promote respect, fairness
and justice for all people.

To that end, the Association sponsors
an annual essay, poetry and art contest
for Westfield students on topics re-
lated to social justice.

Prior to this year’s service, the pub-
lic is invited to join the annual pro-
cessional walk from the Martin Luther
King memorial on the South Avenue
circle to the church. The procession
begins at 12:30 p.m. Donations of
non-perishable food items for the
Westfield Food Pantry will be col-
lected at the church. After the service
light refreshments will be served. For
more information, call Elizabeth Wolf
at (908) 654-6770.

Mountainside Library Posts
Additional January Events

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Moun-
tainside Public Library has revealed
the dates and details for several pro-
grams that will take place there dur-
ing the second half of January.

Author Julia Frankel from
Livingston will visit the library on
Wednesday, January 16, at 3:45 p.m.
Ms. Frankel always wanted to be a
writer and recently had her first e-
book published. The book, “Silly
Daddy and the Pet Goat,” is about a
father who takes his children to a
garden store and comes home with a
live goat. It is based on Ms. Frankel’s
own “silly daddy.” The “Silly Daddy”
series is based on observations of her
father and husband, father to her two
children. Ms. Frankel will read selec-

tions from her books. This program is
for children from pre-school age to
second grade. Her books will be avail-
able for purchase (cash only). To re-
serve a place at this program, call the
library at (908) 233-0115.

“Pipsqueak Players — Reading
Reimagined” will be offered on con-
secutive Thursdays, January 17 and
24, at 3:45 p.m. The popular
Pipsqueak Players duo of Cheryl
Isbirian and Erin Kraven will return
with their reading enrichment pro-
gram that is designed to nurture en-
joyment and comprehension in a
workshop-style setting.

This four-week session, continu-
ing on February 1 and 7, will explore
a different picture book each week,
culminating in a showcase at the end
of each class. Classes are designed
for 5- to 7-year-olds. Pre-registration
is required.

Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) will
be available at the library on Friday,
January 18, from 10 a.m. to noon.
Provided as a service from the Union
County Division on Aging and Dis-
ability to senior citizens, the ASK
community outreach program pro-
vides staff members who travel
throughout Union County to help
connect residents with information
about services such as home-deliv-
ered meals, respite care, home care,
adult day care and support services
for caregivers. Assistance with com-
pleting applications and forms also is
provided.

To register for programs, stop into
the library or call (908) 233-0115.
The Mountainside Public Library is
located at 1 Constitution Plaza.

F-SP Rotary Announces
Benefit Casino Night

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
will hold its Casino Night Fundraiser
on Friday, February 22, at
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains. Tickets purchased by Satur-
day, January 15, are $75 per person
and include a buffet dinner and $100
in casino play money. Tickets pur-
chased after January 15 are $85 per
person. Doors will open at 6 p.m. and
gaming begins at 6:30 p.m. All attend-
ees must be at least 21 years of age.

Tickets and sponsorships can be
purchased at
fsprotary.brownpapertickets.com/. For
further information about the event,
including sponsorship opportunities,
contact FSPRotaryClub@gmail.com.
There is a limited number of tickets
available and the event was sold out
last year. Everyone is encouraged to

purchase their tickets early.
The fundraiser will support the

many charitable activities managed
by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Club, an organization with 70
members. The club currently spon-
sors local and international causes, as
well as scholarships for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School students.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Club has been serving the com-
munity since 1938. Meetings are held
on Wednesdays at noon at the Stage
House Restaurant in Scotch Plains.
On the last Wednesday of the month,
members can participate in a service
project for Mobile Meals of Westfield
and/or attend a friendship lunch.
Guests are invited to attend and learn
about the good that Rotary is doing
worldwide. For further information,
go to fsprotary.org.

Meeting to Offer
Alzheimer’s Support
WESTFIELD — Jewish Family

Service (JFS) of Central New Jersey,
a non-sectarian health and social ser-
vice agency, will host an Alzheimer’s
Support Group, through Alzheimer’s
New Jersey, on Friday, January 18. It
will take place from 10 to 11 a.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield.

Free and open to Alzheimer’s/De-
mentia caregivers in the community,
the group is run in accordance with
Alzheimer’s New Jersey guidelines.
Participants are welcome to join the
group at any time. The support group
is not suitable for individuals with the
dementia diagnosis.

Registration is recommended. If
planning to attend, or seeking more
information about the JFS program for
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Disorders,
contact Alice Greenberg-Sheedy, Li-
censed Clinical Social Worker, at
agreenberg-sheedy@jfscentralnj.org
or (908) 352-8375.

Mayor’s Wellness Campaign
To Highlight Healthy Eating
SCOTCH PLAINS — Health ex-

pert Tony Bianchino of Outrun Your
Fork will share how to eat for health
and vitality in order to have more
energy and a zest for life on Mon-
day, January 14, at 7 p.m.

His presentation is entitled “New
Year, New You – How to Create a
Plan for Eating and Fitness that
Works for You!” It will take place
at the Shady Rest at Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at 820
Jerusalem Road, Scotch Plains.

Mr. Bianchino brings more than
30 years of experience in health
and wellness. This program is a
part of the Scotch Plains Mayor’s
Health Campaign.

“As I begin my third year as
mayor of Scotch Plains, I am ex-
cited to bring this new component
to our program,” said Mayor Al
Smith.

“For the past two years, our fo-
cus has been on getting residents to
commit to participating in the
Mayor’s Medal Challenge. This
year, we will add to those races and
walks by holding additional events
designed to emphasize the impor-
tance of eating well, exercising and
managing stress,” the mayor stated.

Registration is $25 for residents
of Scotch Plains and $30 for non-
residents. Participants will receive
a wellness journal to help them
keep track of their progress. Inter-
ested persons may reserve a spot

via the Community Pass link at
scotchplainsnj.gov or by calling the
Scotch Plains Recreation Depart-
ment at (908) 322-6700, extension
no. 223.

The Mayor’s Wellness Campaign
is a program of the New Jersey
Health Care Quality Institute in
partnership with the New Jersey
State League of Municipalities.

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting held on
January 3, 2019, the Board adopted the
following Resolutions:

Steve & Erica Needle, 19 Allenby Lane,
Block 14901, Lot 27, were approved to
construct a single-car detached garage at
the aforementioned property.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education/Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, 641 Westfield Road, Block
6501, Lot 1, was denied permission to
replace an existing electronic LED one-
color sign with a new electronic LED multi-
color sign at the aforementioned property.

A copy of said Resolutions has been
filed in the office of the Board and/or the
office of the municipal clerk and is avail-
able for public inspection during regular
business hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 1/10/19, The Times Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION

Please be advised the Commissioners
of Union County Insurance Fund Commis-
sion have scheduled the Reorganization
Meeting on Thursday, January 17, 2019
at 10:00 AM and any other business prop-
erly brought before the Board.  The meet-
ing will be held at the Administration Build-
ing -6th Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza,
Elizabeth, New Jersey.

By: PERMA Risk Management Services
Administrator

1 T - 01/10/19, The Leader Fee: $13.26

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

PUBLIC LIBRARY
2019 MEETINGS

Notice is hereby given.  The Board of
Trustees of the Mountainside Public Li-
brary adopted the following board meeting
schedule for 2019.  All dates are Mondays.

January 14
February 25

March 18
April 15
May 20
June 17
July 15

No meeting in August
September 16

October 21
November 18
December 16

Meetings begin at 7:30 PM in the meet-
ing room of the Mountainside Public Li-
brary.  The Mountainside Public Library is
located on Constitution Plaza in
Mountainside, New Jersey.

Ian Sloat
Director, Mountainside Public Library

1 T - 1/11/18, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

BOARD OF EDUCATION

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
JANUARY 2019 – DECEMBER 2019

All meetings will be held in the
Beechwood School Susan O. Collier Me-
dia Center located at 1497 Woodacres
Drive, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092 or
in the Deerfield School Media Center lo-
cated at 302 Central Avenue,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.

All meetings will be regularly scheduled
meetings of the Board to begin at 7:00 p.m.
unless otherwise noted. It is anticipated
that the Board will adjourn to Executive
Session immediately following the initial
roll call to review matters appropriate for
discussion in private under the Open Pub-
lic Meetings Act. The Board will return from
Executive Session to continue the public
portion of the meeting at 8:00 p.m., at
which time the Board will consider and act
upon its public session agenda items.

Thursday, January 3, 2019
(Reorganization Meeting)

Tuesday, January 29, 2019
Tuesday, February 26, 2019

Tuesday, March 26, 2019 (tentative
Adoption of Tentative Budget)

Tuesday, April 23, 2019
(tentative Regular Meeting and

Public  Hearing on Budget)
Tuesday, May 28, 2019
Tuesday, June 25, 2019

Tuesday, July 23, 2019 (tentative)
Tuesday, August 27, 2019 (tentative)

Tuesday, September 24, 2019(tentative)
Tuesday, October 22, 2019 (tentative)

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 (tentative)
Tuesday, December 17, 2019 (tentative)

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $36.21

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

 ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

2019 REGULAR MEETINGS

In compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975,
Regular Meetings of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Township of Scotch
Plains, Union County, New Jersey will be
held in Council Chambers, First Floor,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. on
the following Thursdays in 2019 unless
otherwise noted:

JANUARY 3, 2019 –
REORGANIZATION 7:00 pm

FEBRUARY 7, 2019
MARCH 7
APRIL 4
MAY 2
JUNE 6
JULY 11

SEPTEMBER 5
OCTOBER 3

NOVEMBER 7
DECEMBER 5

JANUARY 9, 2020 –
REORGANIZATION -7:00 pm

In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, any person that might re-
quire special needs should be in touch with
the Board office during normal business
hours so that their needs may be ad-
dressed.  All interested persons may be
present and be heard.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary

1 T - 1/10/19, The Times Fee: $33.15

Students Invited to Enter
Poetry-Short Story Contest

WESTFIELD — The Woman’s
Club of Westfield invites all aspir-
ing student poets and authors from
kindergarten through high school
to enter its 2019 Youth Poetry and

Short Story Contest.
Poetry entries may be any style

with a minimum length of eight
lines and a maximum length of 30
lines. Short stories are limited to
2,000 words. Entries must be type-
written, double spaced, with a mini-
mum of one-inch margins, on one
side of an eight-inch by 10-inch
sheet of paper. A student may enter
one short story and/or poem.

The author’s name, address, e-
mail address if available, telephone
number, student’s grade and school,
and title of the piece should appear
in the top right-hand corner of each
page.

All entries are judged on con-
tent, organization and form. The
decision of the judges is final. En-
trants are asked to submit the ma-
terial in duplicate to Woman’s Club
of Westfield, 151 Hamilton Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090, postmarked
before Thursday, February 14,
2019. Entries must be the original,
unpublished work of the author,
written during the last year.

Authors must be amateurs with
earnings from writings not to ex-
ceed $500 annually. Writers may
want to keep a copy of their work
as entries cannot be returned.

Winter Programs Are
Available to Seniors

FANWOOD — Registration is now
open for Fanwood Recreation’s win-
ter programs for senior citizens. Pro-
grams began this week and will run
weekly through the week of Monday,
March 25. Classes include Aerobics,
Yoga, Zumba, Water Exercise and
Tai Chi.

All classes will take place in the
recreation building at Fanwood’s For-
est Road Park, with the exception of
Water Exercise, which will be held at
the Jewish Community Center (JCC)
of Central New Jersey Wilf Jewish
Community Campus indoor pool in
Scotch Plains. The fee is $15 per pro-
gram for Fanwood and Scotch Plains
residents and $30 for all others.

To register online and pay by credit
card, go to fanwoodrecreation.org.
Participants also may pick up a regis-
tration form and pay by check at
Fanwood Borough Hall, located at 75
North Martine Avenue.

Networking Group
To Feature Alumni

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Scotch
Plains-Mountainside Public Librar-
ies’ Career Networking Group will
meet on Monday, January 14, at
6:30 p.m., and will feature speakers
who have found employment in
2018. The meeting will take place
at the Mountainside Public Library,
located at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Career Networking Group alumni
who successfully navigated the job-
search maze and landed will present
their stories. They will share tips
and lessons learned and how net-
working led them to their new pro-
fessional roles. They hope to give
back through their stories with the
goal of helping listeners land a new
job or move to a new career.

This program is free and open to
the public. To register for this event,
call the Mountainside Public Li-
brary at (908) 233-0115.

Individuals can connect with the
libraries’ Career Networking Group
on LinkedIn at Career Networking
Group at SPPL.
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Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate

Whether Buying or Selling, I Will Help Bring Your
Real Estate Transaction to a Successful Conclusion!

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Immediate Reply Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com

www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
 ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal

Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

OSLISLO, ZIMMERMAN, SMITH RECORD KEY VICTORIES

Cougar Wrestlers Rumble Past
Scrappy Raider Matmen, 44-15

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Experience was definitely on the
side of the visiting Cranford High
School wrestling team that recorded a
44-15 victory over a scrappy Raider
squad in Scotch Plains on January 4.
The 4-0 Cougars won 10 of the 14
bouts but the primary focus was on
three bouts in the upper weight classes
that featured tough opponents on both
teams.

The match began at the 106-lb class
where Raider Ethan Costanzo was
trailing Ronan Waters, 2-0, but man-
aged to clamp him in a cradle 21
seconds into the second period to
give the Raiders a 6-0 team lead. But
the fans were really waiting for the
showdowns that were to come to-
wards the later portion of the match,
beginning at 182-lbs with Raider Alex

Oslislo facing Justin Alpaugh-
McLean and following with bouts
between Cougar Zach Blevins and
Zach Zimmerman at 195-lbs and
Raider Eddie Smith and Matt Doran
at 220-lbs.

“Cranford, they are a tough team.
They got their kids going in the off-
season. You see they are coached very
well. They are talented. We are young,
we are inexperienced but man, not
getting pinned, wrestling tough for
six minutes coming up to our ham-
mers! You can see the philosophy that
we are teaching, aggressiveness, non
stop, conditioning. You can see that
the younger guys are picking it up.
Even our 106 pounder, Ethan
Costanzo, getting a pin. That was
outstanding,” Raider Head Coach
Marc Fabiano expressed.

Oslislo initiated a single trip

takedown and Alpaugh-McLean es-
caped but Oslislo used his football
skills to add a double-leg tackle.
Oslislo let his opponent up in an effort
to add another takedown but the first
period ended. Oslislo escaped in the
second period to take a 5-2 lead then
Alpaugh-McLean escaped in the third
period. The two battled on their feet
but when Alpaugh-McLean attempted
a throw, Oslislo countered with a five-
point lateral drop to claim a 10-3
decision.

“We have been working on the up-
per body throws. You can see it in his
eyes, he believes in himself. He be-
lieves his skills. He’s pushing Eddie.
He’s pushing Zimm. They are push-
ing each other. It’s only going to get
better from here,” Coach Fabiano
promised.

LISANTI 8 PTS, 4 ASST, 7 RBS; DOBOSIEWICZ 10 RBS, 6 PTS

Blue Devils’ Run in 3rd Stops
Oak Knoll Lady Cagers, 46-35

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stubborn defense followed by a
barrage of assists that set up an 11-0
run in the third quarter catapulted the
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team from a two-point deficit to
an eventual 46-35 triumph over the
Oak Knoll Royals in Westfield on
January 3. Junior Faith Dobosiewicz
added emphasis to the Blue Devils’
defense and senior Ali Lisanti, not
only contributed well defensively, but
also dished out several assists that put
her team over the top.

Lisanti finished the game with eight
points, including a pair of 3-pointers,
and made her defensive presence
known with seven rebounds, a block
and a steal, while leading the team
with four assists. She has held a hot
hand recently with 15 points, includ-
ing four 3-pointers, in a win over
Union, and a 14 point game, includ-
ing another four 3-pointers, in a vic-
tory over Edison.

“She’s doing really well,” com-
mented Dobosiewicz. “Three-point-
ers are really her thing. I know she
wants to play in college and I think
she can do it. She’s really stepped up
her game. First-game jitters really out
of the way. She got her confidence
back.”

“I feel like my defense really accel-
erates my offense and then I feel like
I see the court really well. If someone
goes, I will give it to them and see
what happens. People will look for
me. If they notice I can shoot, they
will give it to me. It’s a whole team
effort really,” Lisanti pointed out.

Dobosiewicz’s hands-on policy cre-
ated a team momentum that became
quite contagious. Dobosiewicz, who
scored six points (1 3-pointer), led
the team with 10 rebounds, and added
a blocked shot and a steal to go with
an assist. Senior Sam Stravach after a
scoreless first quarter, put up 10 points
the rest of the way to lead her team.
Stravach also had six rebounds, an
assist and a steal. Charlotte Dursee
(assist, steal, rebound) scored two of
her four points during that 11-0, third-

quarter run that began with Lisanti’s
second 3-pointer.

“Faith really accelerates our of-
fense,” Lisanti said. “She gets us
pumped up on defense and that gets
us going. People start getting more
intense and looking for the ball.”

Freshman Grace Klag had a strong
showing under the boards, especially
in the first half when she scored seven
of her nine points, four from put-back
rebounds. Earlier in the season Klag
could get the rebounds but had diffi-
culty putting the ball in the net.

“We have been working on post
moves. She a strong player and she
knows she can make them. She had
freshman jitters but now she got them
out and she’s playing really well,”
Lisanti said.

“We have been working on lay-ups
during practice and following our
shots. I think Grace did a really good
job on fixing that. She’s improving
really well,” Dobosiewicz added.

Freshman Chloe Kreusser has also
worked well into the scheme and fin-

RUKA SINKS 14 PTS, GOFF HITS 13 PTS, PETGRAVE 11 PTS

GL Highlander Boys Fend Off
Cougar Cagers’ Rally, 58-48

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Governor Livingston High
School boys basketball team built a
huge lead against Cranford then hung
on for dear life during a 58-48 victory
on January 3 at Martin Gym in
Cranford. Matthew Faller scored a
game-high 27 points for the victors.
Governor Livingston led by as many
as 21 points midway through the third
quarter before withstanding a furious
Cougar rally, which cut the lead to
two points with just over three min-
utes remaining in the game.

The two teams played a back-and-
forth game over the first quarter and a

half, exchanging leads five times. But
with Governor Livingston ahead, 19-
16, halfway through the second quar-
ter, the Cougars went on a prolonged
dry spell that saw them outscored 22-
4 by the Highlanders. Governor
Livingston surged to a 41-20 lead
with just over three minutes left in the
third quarter.

“It wasn’t so much anything they
were doing as much as it was us,” said
Cranford senior Cole Blazek, who
scored eight points. “We just weren’t
doing the things we needed to do.
When one person starts missing shots
everyone seems to follow. It is a men-
tality we had last year when we only

won three games. Fortunately we were
able to pick it up and pull it together
and play with more intensity, which
got us back into the game. When we
are communicating with each other
on the court our team is almost un-
stoppable.”

With the game seemingly lost,
Cranford initiated an improbable
comeback effort that started with a 3-
pointer from Hunter Goff followed
by a pair of inside baskets from Arjun
Petgrave and Joe Correa. Then an-
other three-point bomb by Jeremy
Ruka pulled the Cougars to within 41-
30 with just over a minute still re-

photo courtesy of Varsity Vantage

CONTROLLING THE PUCK...Blue Devil junior iceman Brendan Hiltz, No. 20,
controls the puck in a recent game. The Blue Devils have won four straight games.

The Westfield High School varsity
boys hockey team extended the holi-
day spirit into early 2019 with victo-
ries over Montclair and Morris Knolls.
The Blue Devils have extended their
winning streak to four games. First up
was a conference match-up against
Montclair. The Blue Devils were able
to sweep the season series from the
Mounties with a 4-1 victory. Westfield
then took to the road and dispatched
the Morris Knolls Golden Eagles, 4-
2 in Wayne.

Westfield Head Coach Joe Bertucci
was quite aware that it takes a team to
achieve goals. “We aren’t a group of
superstars, so we need everyone to
contribute”, said Bertucci, who added,
“Every player has to do their job for
us to be successful.”

Bertucci and his three assistant
coaches, George Giresi, Brendan
Hickey and Spencer Truesdale, have
been coordinating line changes with
distinction this season.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Blue Devil Icemen Defeat
Montclair, Morris Knolls

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MIXING IT UP UNDER THE BOARD...Blue Devils Sam Stravach, No. 22, Emma Pietrewicz, right, with Grace Klag and
Lily Maz, No. 10, in the background, mix it up under the boards with Oak Knoll Royal Greta Criqui, No. 5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUCCESSFUL COUNTER THROW...Raider Alex Oslislo, top, successfully pulls off a five-point counter throw on Cougar
Justin Alpaugh-McLean in their 182-lb bout. Oslislo won his bout 10-3 but the Cougars won the match 44-15.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING HIS MOVE TO THE BASKET...Cougar Hunter Goff, No. 1, makes his move to the basket in the game against
the Governor Livingston Highlanders in Cranford on January 3. The Highlanders topped the Cougars, 58-48.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Blue Devils Icemen
Win Two More

Blue Devils’ 3rd Q Run Stops Oak Knoll Cagers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

STAROSA 4 3-POINTERS; LYGHT, DeVIZIO 8 PTS EACH

Union Catholic Cagers’ Press
Deflates Raider Girls, 64-38

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Madison Johnson and Daniela
Peralta each scored 12 points to lead
a well-balanced Union Catholic Vi-
king offense during their 64-38 vic-
tory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood in a
girls basketball game played on Janu-
ary 3 at Scotch Plains High School.
The Vikings employed a perfectly
timed press defense to break away
from the Raiders midway through the
first quarter. The Raider offense
struggled against the trapping defense
as the Vikings extended from a 7-7 tie
midway through the opening quarter
to a 21-8 lead by quarter’s end.

“We went to what we call our Vi-
king press,” said Union Catholic long-
time Head Coach Kathy Matthews.
“It is not something we utilize very
often but it got us going and disrupted
their offense a little bit. We got a
couple of turnovers with it and before
you knew it, we got some easy shots
off of it,”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood continued
to turn the ball over in the second
quarter and the Vikings took full ad-
vantage. Union Catholic scored 17
points in the second period, many
coming on lay-ups and fastbreaks that
were fueled by having forced turn-
overs. Scotch Plains-Fanwood went
into the halftime break trailing 38-20.

“Defensively, we had no intensity,”
said Raider Head Coach Ryan

McKenna. “They were hitting a lot of
open shots. We went to a man defense
and then a zone but we were getting
the same type of effort in either set.
On the offensive side of things, they
(Union Catholic) put us in a position
where multiple girls had to handle the
ball on offense and bring it up the
floor for us and we were very indeci-
sive. We are very young right now and
don’t have a lot of confidence. It is
like we are looking for people to
shoot but we’ve only got two players
doing that and until we develop that
confidence, we are going to struggle.”

In the third quarter, the Raiders
found a spark of life offensively with
the entrance of three-point specialist
Madison Starosa. The smooth shoot-
ing sophomore connected on four 3-
point baskets off the bench and kept
the Raiders from falling out of it.

“Madison is a really good shooter,”
said McKenna. “She makes the jump
from freshman ball to varsity this
year, which is really tough to do. She
has a quick release. I think she got a
little tired in the later parts of the
game and her shots weren’t falling.
But she is good for a couple of threes
in each game that she has played so
far.

Energized by Starosa’s long range
prowess, the Raiders made a push late
in the third quarter. Baseline drives
by Hannah Lyman and Corinne Lyght
pulled Scotch Plains-Fanwood to

within 44-29 with 3:16 left in the
quarter. Then Lyght scored again in
transition after being fed an assist
from teammate Abigail Saperstein,
which cut it to 44-31 with just under
three minutes to play in the quarter.

But as is often the case when teams
are forced to rally from big deficits,
the comeback could not sustain itself.
Union Catholic increased the lead to
51-34 by the end of the third quarter.
Then a 9-2 run to start the final quar-
ter buried Scotch Plains-Fanwood
under a 60-36 deficit. The Raiders
could get no closer.

“Number 32 (Starosa) really hurt
us with the three-point shooting to-
day,” said Matthews. “But we really
tried to key on number 15 (Lyght)
because we knew she can really board
and she gets a lot of inside baskets
that way. We knew that keeping her
under control with the second chance
shots was going to be important. That
and we wanted to keep the ball away
from number three (Stefanie DeVizio).
She is the kind of player that you can’t
leave alone because she will hurt you
with any open looks.””

Lyght and senior Stefanie DeVizio
each tallied eight points to support
Starosa’s team leading 12 point tally.
The Raiders fell to 2-6 on the season.
Union Catholic improved to 2-3.
Union Catholic 21 17 13 13 64
Sc Pl-Fanwood   8 12 14   4 38

ished the game with three assists, four
rebounds and a steal.

“She’s really stepped up her game
in really big games. We want to stay
on top of our division and she really

stepped up being a freshman. You
can’t ask more of her,” Dobosiewicz
commented.

“She can really shoot and she can
get the ball on defense and offense,”
Lisanti commented.

After a 9-9 deadlock in the first
quarter, the Blue Devils, with three
points each from Lisanti, Dobosiewicz
and Klag, and two from Stravach,
won the second quarter 11-8 to take a
20-17 halftime lead. The Blue Devils
hit well from the free throw line in the
first half, sinking four of five with
Klag hitting three of four and Lily
Maz (3 points, steal, rebound) swish-
ing one.

Lisanti’s step up in stats jumped up,
especially with her assists, in the third
quarter but not until the Royals went
on a 7-2 run to seize a 24-22 lead. The
atmosphere shifted quickly, however,
when Lisanti hit her 3-pointer to set

ablaze the 11-0 run to put the 5-3 Blue
Devils in the driver’s seat. The Roy-
als added a lay-up then Dursee and
Emma Pietrewicz answered with lay-
ups to make the score 37-26 entering

the final quarter.
“It’s great. Like I said before, when

we make them turn the ball over and
we get it up, we have backdoor cuts.
We know if they are overplaying, we
go backdoor and that’s where our
teammates get most of our assists. So
they made really good cuts and I got

the ball in,” Lisanti explained.
The free throw percentage faded a

bit with the Blue Devils sinking five
of 10 all in the fourth quarter. In fact,
Lisanti went to the line and missed
both of her free throws early in the
quarter.

“We have been working on them in
practice. I don’t know what hap-
pened,” Lisanti commented.

The Royals scored the first six
points of the quarter but the Blue
Devils answered with a 5-0 run. But
after Oak Knoll’s Sarah Wittmer (9
points) banged a 3-pointer late in the
fourth quarter, Blue Devil Caroline
Dwyer (2 steals, rebound, assist)
added her emphasis and sealed the
deal by going to the line twice in a row
and knocking down all four free
throws.

The Royals’ two big guns, Paige
Morton scored eight points in the first
half but was limited to only three
more in the second half, and Greta
Criqui scored only five points in the
game.

“Coach says it’s always heart and
defense propels offense, so I think
working hard defensively, it’s more
of my game — defense. Playing hard
defense, shutting down their 34 (Paige
Morton) and 5 (Greta Criqui), which
I think we did really well this game.
And it propelled our offense to keep
us going,” Dobosiewicz concluded.
Oak Knoll   9   8   9   9 35
Westfield   9 11 17   9 46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Westfield Board of Education will receive
bids for Interior Door Replacement and
Related Work at Three District Schools,
together with all work incidental hereto, in
accordance with the requirements of the
drawings and specifications prepared by
Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. (FVHD)
Architects-Planners, FVHD Project No.
5073B,G,J.

Bids will be received for:
Single Overall Contract

(C008 or C009 with C047)

Sealed bids are due by February 14,
2019, 2:00 PM to the Westfield Board of
Education, attention of Ms. Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator, Room 101, 302
Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090,
and will be publicly opened and read im-
mediately thereafter.

Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
NJ  08618, www.fvhdpc.com, and may be
inspected by prospective bidders during
regular business hours. Any bidder should
contact the Architect’s Office at (609) 883-
7101 to confirm availability of documents.
Bid Documents will be available from the
Architect for a non-refundable fee of
$100.00 for disk or upon deposit of $150.00
for each paper set, checks payable to
Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. If con-
tractor requests shipping, a direct shipping
account number must be provided to the
Architect and for paper sets, a separate
non-refundable handling fee of $25.00 per
set payable in advance. Deposits will be
refunded only if the bid documents are
returned in whole in good condition, bound
in proper order, unmarked and returned
within ten (10) days after the opening of
bids, by a Bidder submitting a bona fide
bid. Bidders should only rely on original
digital and paper versions of the bidding
contract documents obtained directly from
the Architect’s office.

All questions must be sent only via mail
or facsimile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in du-
plicate (one original and one copy) in a
separate sealed envelope addressed to
the owner; bearing the name and address
of the bidder written on the face of the
envelope; and clearly marked “BID” with
the contract title and/or bid number on the
outside of the envelope and must be ac-
companied by a Certified Check, Cashier’s
Check or Bid Bond drawn to the order of
the Owner for not less than ten percent
(10%) of the amount of the bid, but in no
case in excess of $20,000.00; and must be
delivered to the above place on or before
the hour named. The Board of Education

and the Architect assume no responsibility
for bids mailed or misdirected in delivery.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-26, the
bidder must be pre-qualified by the New
Jersey Division of Property Management
and Construction (DPMC) prior to the date
that bids are received if the cost of the work
exceeds $20,000.  Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate may
be rejected as being non-responsible to
bid requirements.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Con-
sent of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with a
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum.  Also, Surety agrees to fur-
nish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form.  The Consent of Surety shall
be executed by an approved surety com-
pany authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 2A-44-143, and 2A:44-144
and with the three highest rating catego-
ries of rating companies nationally recog-
nized and listed as per Appendix A (go to
www.nj.gov/dobi/surety.htm).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. the “Public Schools
Contracts Law.”

This project is subject to the New Jersey
Prevailing Wage Act, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.27
et seq.

Per N.J.S.A. 52:32-44(b) all contractors
and subcontractors must provide a Busi-
ness Registration Certificate prior to con-
tract award.

“The Public Works Contractor Registra-
tion Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.
199, c.238) requires bidders and their sub-
contractors to be registered with the New
Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce
Development and to possess a current
certificate by said Department indicating
compliance with the Act prior to the time
and date that bids are received.

All bidders must comply with the require-
ments Laws Against Discrimination
N.J.S.A. 10:5-1 et seq., Affirmative Action
Regulations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L.
1975, c.127), N.J.S.A. 17:27-1.1 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.8.  An Initial Project
Workforce Report will be required from the
successful bidder (Form AA-201).

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
60 days after the date set for the opening
thereof. The right is reserved to reject all
bids or to waive any minor informalities in
the bidding in accordance with applicable
law.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $116.28

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-388

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following is the schedule of Township Committee Meetings
for the Year 2019, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that formal action may be taken at Workshop or Official
Meetings, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Workshop Meetings and Conference Meetings will
be held in Room 108, and Official Meetings will be held in Room 107/Council Chambers;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Workshop Meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m. and
will be dedicated to closed session discussion from 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Conference Meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m. and
Official Meetings will be held at 7:30 p.m.; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that during combined Workshop and Official Meeting
dates, the Workshop Meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. and the Official Meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Reorganization Meeting, Wednesday, January 2nd, 6:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, January 14th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, January 15th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, January 28th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, January 29th, 7:00 p.m.

Budget Meeting Saturday, February 9th 8:00 a.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, February 11th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, February 12th 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, February 19th 7:00 p.m.

Capital Budget Meeting Monday, February 25th 6:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, March 4th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, March 5th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, March 25th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, March 26th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, April 8th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, April 9th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, April 29th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, April 30th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, May 13th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, May 14th, 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, May 28th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, June 10th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, June 11th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, July 8th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, July 9th, 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, August 13th 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, September 9th, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, September 10th, 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, September 23rd, 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, September 24th, 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, October 15th 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, October 28th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, October 29th 7:00 p.m.

Combined Workshop
And Official Tuesday, November 12th 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, November 25th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, November 26th 7:00 p.m.

Workshop Meeting, Monday, December 16th 7:00 p.m.
Conference and Official, Tuesday, December 17th 7:00 p.m.

Certified to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Committee of the
Township of Cranford at a meeting held December 18, 2018.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $126.48

Against Montclair, senior Anthony
Oliveri netted two goals and an assist.
Junior Timmy Rosa and sophomore
Dan McDonald also scored on efforts
that were real goal-scorer goals. The
other assists were provided by senior
Alex Park, with two, junior Dylan
Howard and the sophomore
McDonald.

The Morris Knolls tilt proved to be
more dramatic as the Blue Devils had
to overcome a late 2-1 deficit to earn
the victory. The comeback was led by
senior John Humiston who had a hat
trick (3 goals) and was buzzing around
the net all game. The fourth Westfield
gino came from Oliveri on a beauty of
a backhander past the Golden Eagles
netminder. Assists on all the goals
came from Howard with three, Park
and McDonald each had another, and
junior Nick Forno and freshman Tho-
mas Conrod joined the helper parade.

Senior captain CJ Duffy continued
to perform as Krampus by punishing
would-be opponents attempting to
score. Through better than half the
season Duffy has held the opposition
to an anemic goals-against average of
2.0 per game. With the two wins,
Westfield upped its record to 6-2-3.

Follow the WHS boys varsity ice
hockey team on Twitter
@westfieldpuck for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit
WHSpuckon FaceBook and
Instagram Pages. See the website for
up to date team schedules
atwww.westfieldhockey.com.

Westfield Icemen Launch
Play Hockey BluePuck Event
WESTFIELD, NJ – The Westfield

High School (WHS) Boys hockey
team launched its first “Play hockey
with the Blue Devils BluePuck” event
this past December. The free program
held at the Westfield Rink teamed up
hockey players aged 5 to 10 years old
with their high school counterparts on
December 16. Over 60 boys and girls
registered for the program in just two
days.

The boys hockey team had 58 play-
ers volunteer during the program,
which included both varsity and jun-
ior varsity players.

Westfield volunteers welcomed
children and parents, assisted with
check-in, helped youths with equip-
ment and practiced with players for
75 minutes on the ice during drills and
scrimmages.

“I forget how tiny the skates are,”
said Jake Toth, a freshman on the
junior varsity team. “The kids were so
excited in the locker room and it was
great to help out.”

Rookies got their share of high fives,
chatted with high school players,
grabbed photos with the Blue Devil
Mascot and had their very own
BluePuck autographed. Parents,
grandparents, children and players

shared smiles at the event.
WHS Varsity Coach Joe Bertucci

guided his team on the importance of
giving back. “A strong team bond
between players is more than the talks
in the locker room and what they do
on the ice, it’s about players getting
involved in their community and grow-
ing together as a team,” he said.

Joe Bonnett, regional manager with
USA Hockey’s American Development
Model, recently wrote an article speak-
ing to that point. “The hockey culture
has always had its roots in community,”

Bonnett stated. “Hockey players by their
very nature are humble people. Playing
hockey means always putting the needs
of the team over the interests of the
individual and this mindset carries over
into the community.”

That sentiment rang true as the first
BluePuck event exemplified the na-
ture of the sport, bringing the commu-
nity together. High school players ac-
knowledged their impact in making a
difference to the youth of Westfield
and in turn gained great lessons to
carry forward far beyond their years
at WHS.

“It was as much fun for us as it was
for the kids. Our team had a great time
volunteering,” said Tim Rosa, a se-
nior on the varsity team.

“These kids were so happy to be
there,” said John Humiston, a senior
on the Varsity team. “It made me
realize just how much it meant to
them to skate with us.”

Captain CJ Duffy, a senior, alter-
nate senior captain Alex Park and
junior Trevor Tanella were instru-
mental in creating BluePuck. “We
wanted to continue our community
service efforts,” Park said. “These
last couple of years, the team has
volunteered with Children’s Special-
ized Hospital, St. Joseph’s Food Bank
and the YMCA, but we really wanted
to create something unique that was
special for the kids of Westfield.”

Duffy added, “Many of us are se-
niors and will head to college next
year. We wanted to start a tradition for
the future high school hockey players
in the Westfield community. That is
how the idea of BluePuck came
about.”

WHS Independent Hockey Asso-
ciation President Jim Tanella offered
praise for the event. “It was heart-
warming to watch these little ones and
reflect back on my own son’s hockey
experience” Tanella said. “Witnessing
the friendships of these high school
boys and realizing that their connec-
tions began long ago like many of the
youth players here today. It’s what the
hockey community is all about.”

Westfield parent Andrea Gerlach’s
7-year-old son attended.

“We have the good fortune of a rink
in our own community,” Gerlach said.
“Thank you to the WHS hockey team
for their hard work in creating so much
excitement for the next generation of
WHS hockey players. It was amazing
for all the kids who attended and my
son was just so excited to skate with
‘real hockey players.’ I hope they know
that they made his day.”

Live for Hockey, Love for Commu-
nity. Follow the WHS boys varsity ice

hockey team on Twitter
@westfieldpuck updates on the
season’s activities. Fans can also visit
WHSpuck on Facebook and
Instagram. Visit
www.westfieldhockey.com for up to
date team schedules.

photo courtesy of James Finver

GREAT TIME ON THE ICE...The Blue Devil ice hockey team enjoyed its “Play
hockey with the Blue Devils BluePuck” event in December.

Westfield High School junior CJ
Composto captured first place in the
126-lb weight division and junior
Luke Horele placed third at 120-lbs at
the Sam Cali Memorial Invitational
Wrestling Tournament held in West
Orange on January 5-6. The event
featured 40 teams, including several
out of state teams and six New Jersey
ranked teams.

Composto advanced to the 126-lbs
finals after winning via disqualifica-
tion in 5:26 over Dom Digena
(Mendham). Mike Conklin (Toms
River East — TRE) won by majority
decision over Nate Williams (Bish
Hendricken), 14-4. In the champion-
ship bout, Composto defeated
Conklin, 7-5. Hoerle defeated Andre
Ruiz (Bogota-Ridgefield Park), 2-1,

to grab third at 120-lbs.
At 195-lbs, Blue Devil Brandon

Loder pinned Chris Bautista
(Garfield) in 4:39 during the Round
of 32. Loder then defeated Deren
Cercioglu (Paramus Catholic), 9-2,
in the Round of 16 to wrestle off for
fifth where he was pinned in 2:22 by
TJ Franden (Eastern Regional).

Tim Miller pinned Nick Alvarado
(Don Bosco Prep) in 2:55 during the
182-lb Round of 32. Miller then
dropped a 5-0 decision to Ben Liss
(Fair Lawn) in the Round of 16. At
220-lbs, Jon Heard was pinned in
2:52 by Tom Dougherty (Don Bosco)
in the Round of 32 and at 145-lbs,
Theo Dardia was pinned in 1:33 by
Ryan Cawood (Don Bosco Prep) in
the Round of 16.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING TO THE BASKET...Blue Devils Ali Lisanti, No. 11, drives towards the
basket in the game against the Oak Knoll Royals on January 3.

Blue Devil Boys, Girls Defeat
New Providence in Swimming

The Westfield High School boys
and girls swim teams recorded con-
vincing victories over the New Provi-
dence Pioneers on January 3. The Boys
topped the Pioneers, 120-50, while the
girls recorded a 116-54 victory. Both
Blue Devil teams improved to 5-1.

The Blue Devil boys won all three
relay events and took first in six of the

eight individual events. Tim McGann,
Tom Brennan, Cooper Prieto and Zach
Youssef touched first in the 200-med-
ley relay with a time of 1:43.85.
Youssef, Jeremy Kronheimer, Roan
Baker and Brian Sampson took first
in the 200-free relay at 1:34.62, and
Gary Maimon, Mike Riordan, Jack
Young and Seth Camacho won the
400-free relay in 3:46.97.

Baker won the 200-free in 1:49.7
and the 100-free in 50.44. Youssef
won the 100-fly in 56.94 and Prieto
took first in the 50-free at 21.38.
Brennan won the 100-breast in 1:04.06
and Barney Veres won the 500-free in
5:16.17. Pioneer Tristan Cahill took
first in the 200-Individual Medley at
2:06.85 and also took first in the 100-
back at 59.26.

For the Westfield girls, Keeley
Thompson, Ellie Cestero, Marcelina
Krowinska and Erin McAndrew
took first in the 200-medley relay at
1:58.41. Krowinska, McAndrew,
Sarah Kennedy and Abby McKinney
took first in the 400-medley relay.
(No results given for the 200-free
relay).

Thompson won the 200IM with a
time of 2:21.52, Jenna Daniel took
first in the 100-fly at 1:05.9 and Emma
Heinze won the 500-free in 5:41.78.
Julia McGann took first in the 100-
back at 1:03.07 and Natalie Lee won
the 100-breast in 1:14.22. Pioneer
standout Sophia Kudryashova took
first in the 200-free at 1:56.2 and the
100-free at 53.66. Pioneer Autumn
Keats-O’Connor took first in the 50-
free at 26.23.

Composto 1st, Hoerle 3rd
At Cali Invt’l Mat Tourney
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Cougar Matmen Rumble Past Scrappy Raiders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

“A few kids on my team have
wrestled him before. I love the double
leg, trying to perfect it. This week we
have been working a lot on throws, so
when I was on the body lock, I felt
comfortable. That’s where I wanted
to be,” Oslislo said.

At 195-lbs, Blevins began with a
lift-and-spin takedown and
Zimmerman escaped. In the second
period, Blevins escaped to take a 3-1
lead but Zimmerman hit a double-leg
takedown. Blevins escaped again but
Zimmerman got another double-leg
takedown. Blevins escaped. Tied 5-5
in the third period, Zimmerman es-
caped and added another takedown.
Blevins escaped but Zimmerman
added a defensive spin takedown to
grab a 10-6 decision.

“I’ve got a lot of history with him.
Now, I beat him twice. He beat me
once. It’s a fight to the end. Never
stop! He had a good snap [down] in
the beginning then I started working
on him,” Zimmerman said.

At 220-lbs, Doran was very nearly
taken down in the first period but
fought off the assault to earn a

takedown himself. Smith escaped and
added a bulldog, inside trip takedown.

“I started off a little slow. Let him
get the first takedown but I was able to
push myself. I wanted to test my cardio
a little bit. The inside trip I have been
working on that a lot with Oslislo,”
Smith revealed.

Doran escaped in the second period
but Smith pulled off a slick duck-under
takedown. Doran escaped but Smith
came back with a defensive spin be-
hind takedown. In the third period,

Smith escaped to take an 8-4 lead but
Doran fought back with a takedown.
Smith escaped then sealed the victory
with another impressive duck-under
takedown. Doran escaped but Smith
would claim an 11-7 victory.

“I noticed he was pressuring into
me a lot. All of his weight was on his
feet, so I was able to slip behind him.
Practice makes perfect,” Smith em-
phasized.

“Eddie Smith looked like a 120-
pounder. His duck unders, his move-
ment, his effort,” Coach Fabiano ex-
pressed.

“We needed to pull out some big
ones up top. We went 3-for-3. All
three of us wrestled tough and pulled
out wins,” Oslislo said.

“Those kids up top are tough. It’s
all about a philosophy of toughness.
Tonight with those three guys, it came
through. It’s great for the momentum
into next week at counties,” Coach
Fabiano said.

The Cougars won the 113-lb bout
when Will Fernandez used a fireman’s
takedown and a walk-around
takedown to decision Andre Carinhas,

5-1. The Cougars took a 9-6 team lead
when Brendan Reilly pinned Jack
Burke in 1:14 with a tight waist/half
nelson at 120-lbs. At 126-lbs, Cougar
Pat Kalnins worked a double arm bar
to stack Kyle Robinson in 1:00. Cou-
gar Dean Smith exercised a single-to-
double leg takedown and a low single
takedown to defeat Anthony
Robinson, 5-0, at 132-lbs. At 138-lbs,
Jack Korzeneski worked a pair of low
single takedowns and a pair of switch
reversals to grab a 9-1 majority deci-

sion over Bobby Root.
Coming off a fine third-place show-

ing at the Tunkhannock Pa. Tourna-
ment in which the Cougars placed sec-
ond among 26 teams, nearly all from
Pennsylvania, Conor Halpin went to
work with a takedown clinic and added
an arm bar-to-stretch headlock nearfall
to seize a 13-1 majority decision over
Martin Rogoff at 145-lbs.

As to the Cougars’ performance at
Tunkhannock, Halpin said, “Going into
Day 2, we knew we had to get the next
best thing. For me that was taking
third. We wanted to pile up those team
points and we ended up nicely. They
kind of had a chip on their shoulder for
us. We took that as motivation.”

On his bout with Rogoff, he added,
“Coach told me build a lead and work
for six. A lot of my takedowns are
putting two shots together. I like to
counter off his attacks and counter off
my bad shots.”

AJ Bencivenga, who placed sec-
ond at Tunkhannock, showcased his
fabulous modified fireman takedowns
before catching Noah Samms in 1:58
with a quick pullback pin at 152-lbs.

“I am always doing it, always going
for the five points, put him right to his
back for a quick pin. I think he knew
it was coming but I had a Turk in. He
was squirming, so I tucked the bar in
an pulled him back,” Bencivenga ex-
plained.

As to his tournament outing, He
said, “My finals match was 9-7. I got
two technical points taken away from
me. My first kid was the 12th seed. I
pinned him in 34 seconds. Next kid
was the eighth seed. I pinned him. I
had the second seed in the semis and
pinned him in 1:40, so I was on a roll
going into the finals.”

At 160-lbs, Cougar Ky’ell Roper
recorded four takedowns and a slip-
through reversal to defeat a scrappy
Tim Roden 10-4. Cougar Evan
Kanterman converted his takedown
to a half nelson to pin John O’Connor
in 1:10 at 170-lbs. In the final bout of
the evening at 285-lbs, Cougar Kevin
Shriner earned a 3-1 decision over CJ
Estevez.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
106: — Costanzo (S) p Waters 2:21
113: — Fernandez (C) d Carinhas 5-1
120: — Reilly (C) p Burke 1:14
126: — Kalnins (C) p Robinson 1:00
132: — Smith (C) d Robinson 5-0
138: — Korzeneski (C) md Root 9-1
145: — Halpin (C) md Rogoff 13-1
152: — Bencivenga (C) p Samms 1:58
160: — Roper (C) d Roden 10-4
170: — Kanterman (C) p O’Connor 1:10
182: — Oslislo (S) d McLean 10-3
195: — Zimmerman (S) d Blevins 10-6
220: — Smith (S) d Doran 11-7
285: — Shriner (C) d Estevez 3-1

ESTIVENE, LEIGH, WILLIAMS, SINGLETARY WIN 4X200

Lady Blue Devils 3rd, SPF 4th
At Union County Indoor Relays

The Union Catholic Viking girls
and boys took top honors at the Union
County Indoor Track Relays held in
Jersey City on January 5. The
Westfield High School girls placed
third, while the Blue Devil boys placed
sixth. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider boys and girls took fourth in
their meets. The Viking girls totaled
66 points, while the Blue Devils to-
taled 28 and the Raiders totaled 22.
The Viking boys had a total of 55,
while the Raiders totaled 26 and the
Blue Devils totaled 15.

In the girls 4x200, Vikings Khalil
Evans, Chidumga Nkulume, Felicia

Quainoo and Sydney Tucker crossed
first in a time of 1:44.86. Blue Devils
Jamie Dedea, Lauren Triarsi, Julia
Csorba and Alexis Hammer finished
sixth at 1:52.86. Vikings Morgan
Williams, Leena Morant, Nkulume
and Ashleigh Patterson took first in
the 4x400 at 4:06.4. Blue Devils Grace
Morgan, Abi Knaul, Csorba and Isabel
Boufarah finished sixth at 4:23.14.

Vikings Morgan Jackson, Zoe Lee,
Patterson and Zamira Ysaac finished
first in the 4x800 at 9:59.04. Blue
Devils Sammy Salz, Grace Endy,
Brianna Hatch and Ava Maurillo fin-
ished fourth at 10:40.41, followed by

Raiders Julia Zambrio, Mary
Fossaceca, Sara Greene and Lauren
Hahn at 11:02.19. Cranford Cougars
Jamie Hendrzak, Erin Ready, Claire
Callahan and Katherine Russell fin-
ished sixth at 11:05.49.

The Governor Livingston Highland-
ers took first in the Sprint Medley Relay
(SMR) at 4:13.63 and Blue Devils Ham-
mer, Megan Neiswenter, Marie Koglin
and Sarah Hacker placed fifth at 4:39.72.
UC Vikings Abby Granrath, Jerika
Lufrano, Hope Hall and Morgan Will-
iams took first in the Distance Medley
Relay (DMR) at 12:38.83 and Blue
Devils Dedea, Hacker, Morgan and
Boufarah finished second at 13:00.71.
Raiders Gabby Crona, Olivia Zambrio,
Greene and Zuri Kennedy placed fifth
at 13:36.81.

Vikings Avery Jordan, Quainoo,
A’Liyah Thomas and Ysaac won the
shuttle hurdles in 32.79, followed by
Raiders Kayla Paprocki, Anima
Dashiell, Che Dashiell and Nicole
Agwu at 34.64. Blue Devils Csorba,
Knaul, Triarsi and Lila McMahill fin-
ished fourth at 36.49. Raiders Anima
and Che Dashiell placed third in the
high jump with a height 9-8 and Blue
Devils Triarsi (5-0) and Csorba took
fifth also at 9-8. Erica Lawrence had
the second-best shove in the shot put
at 35-3.25 as the Blue Devils took
third with a distance of 89-7.5. The
Raiders took fourth at 88-2.5.

For the boys, Raiders Kyle Estivene,
Jacob Leigh, Justin Williams and Myles
Singletary took first in the 4x200 at
1:35.68. Estivene, Justin Williams,
Leigh and Singletary finished fourth in
the 4x400 at 3:35.64 and Blue Devils
Ajay Olson, Steve Zucker, Will Surks
and Jake Saltzer placed sixth at 3:37.7.
In the 4x800, Blue Devils Will
McGlynn, Tom Chen, Zach Spergel
and Cooper Brennan finished fourth at
8:45.43. Saltzer, Matt McIntyre, Olson
and James McCutcheon finished third
in the SMR at 3:47.21, while Raiders
Ben Fleischer, Ryan Jones, Akin
Akinwunmi and Roman Perrelli fin-
ished sixth at 3:59.1.5

Blue Devils McGlynn, Zucker,
Brennan and McCutcheon crossed
fourth in the DMR at 11:10.28 and
Raiders Fleischer, Justice Corpin,
Max Cardarelli and Brandon Garcia
finished a very close fifth at 11:10.86.
Raiders Cameron Adams, Justin Wil-
liams, Estivene and Melvin Williams
took fourth in the shuttle hurdles at
32.39. Raiders Leigh (5-8) and Cam
Adams (5-6) placed third in the high
jump with a height of 11-2. The Blue
Devils took fourth and Jack Cioffi
had a height of 5-8.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Highlanders Fend Off Cougars’ Rally, 58-48
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

maining in the third quarter. In just
over two minutes Cranford had prac-
tically cut the lead in half. Another
basket by Petgrave helped the Cou-
gars close out the third quarter on a
12-0 run and put them within striking
distance at 41-32 as the teams entered
the final quarter.

“When we fell behind by about 15
points it was like our kids thought
they had to make a fifteen-point play
to get back into the game,” said first-
year Cranford Head Coach Sean Trot-
ter. “Once we settled down and got it
into our heads that we could play with
these guys, we started to chip away at
it basket-by-basket and that is how
we got back into the game.”

A lay-up by Ruka made it 46-38
with 5:29 left to play. Then Blazek
scored on a slashing drive through the
lane to cut the lead to 46-40 with five
minutes remaining. Moments later,
Petgrave hit a 3-pointer from the top
then stole the ball and hit Goff ahead
of the field for a fastbreak lay-up that
drew the Cougars to within two points
at 48-46 with 3:17 on the clock.

“Everyone played really well to get
us back into the game,” said Trotter.
“Joe Correa is a guy who I know I can
trust to play tough defense in that
situation and he did well for us again
tonight. Arjun Petgrave hit some big

shots for us. Everyone within that
group played really well to get us
back into the game.”

After a timeout, Governor
Livingston turned to Faller to get
back on track. Faller scored on a
baseline drive pull up jumper to make
it 50-46. Then after getting a defen-
sive stop, the Highlanders scored
again, this time on a put back by
Ferdinando Melo to make it 52-46.
The Cougars got it back to a four-
point game after Blazek sunk a pair of
free throws with 1:37 left. Forced to
foul, Cranford needed for GL to miss
their free throws. No such luck. The
Highlanders converted six of eight
free throws down the stretch to close
out the game. Trailing 54-48, Cranford
had a chance to pull closer but Ruka’s
three-point attempt rattled out with

:42 remaining and Governor
Livingston secured the win by hitting
four straight free throws.

Ruka led Cranford with 14 points
including four 3-pointers. Goff added
13 points. Petgrave chipped in with
11 points. The Cougars fell to 3-3 on
the season. Governor Livingston im-
proved to 4-2.

“The kids are working hard every
day and really buying into what we
are doing here,” said Trotter. “They
had gotten used to losing here, so they
are working really hard to change that
mentality. That second half showed
what kind of a team we can be. We
just have to work on playing a com-
plete, 32-minute game from start to
finish moving forward.”
Gov Livingston 14 19   8 17 58
Cranford 10   8 14 16 48

D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior quarterback/kicker Mike
Badgley booted a 42-yard field goal
with 21.1 seconds remaining to spoil
a gallant comeback from the Cranford
High School football team to give the
Summit Hilltoppers a 30-27 victory
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
September 21, 2012.

Both teams entered the showdown
with a 2-0 record and both teams
desired to gain bragging rights to the
Raritan Division of the Mid-State 38
League.

The Cougars totaled 270 yards on
the ground on 43 carries and added
114 yards in the air. Quarterback
Reggie Green amassed 216 rushing
yards – 13-for-65 first half, 15-for
151 second half – on 28 carries, which
included touchdown (TD) runs of 20
yards, 84 yards and 10 yards. Senior
running back Jimmy Dwyer carried
nine times for 43 yards.

Green also had success in the air,
completing eight of 16 pass attempts

for 114 yards, including a 44-yard
TD strike to wide receiver Chris
Folinusz and another two-point con-
version strike, also to Folinusz. Re-
ceivers John Oblachinski had three
receptions for 29 yards and Bobby
Bruns had one for 24 yards, while
Evan Zoughy and Luke Christiano
each had one reception.

The Hilltoppers (48 carries for 294
yards) operated primarily on a 1-2
running punch with Badgley and AJ
Iarussi. Badgley carried 18 times for
104 yards, including a TD run of 18
yards. Iarussi carried 25 times for 163
yards, and had respective TD runs of
35 yards, three yards and 42 yards.
The Hilltoppers passed only three
times and connected on one, a 36-
yard strike to Austin Carbone in the
third quarter.

On January 6 in Baltimore,
Badgley kicked four field goals in
the first half to help the Los Angeles
Chargers defeat the Baltimore
Ravens, 23-17, in an AFC Wild Card
Playoff Game.

Field Goal Pushes Summit
Past Cougar Gridders, 30-27

From Summit HS QB/Kicker to NFL Kicker

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT

FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Apruzzese,
McDermott, Mastro & Murphy, PA,
Somerset Hills Corporate Center, 28 Inde-
pendence Boulevard, Liberty Corner, New
Jersey 07938

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide professional legal services in con-
junction with the services provided by
Frederick T. Danser III, Esq. in his capacity
as labor counsel for labor, employment,
and personnel matters and related litiga-
tion.

DURATION: One year term ending De-
cember 31, 2019, which may be renewed
for two (2) additional one (1) year terms, at
the Town’s discretion.

AMOUNT: Fee not to exceed $60,000
charged to the Legal Account.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $23.46

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING IN FOR THE DOUBLE LEG...Raider Zach Zimmerman, left, goes in for a double-leg takedown in his 195-lb bout
with Cougar Zach Blevins. After a very tight bout, Zimmerman added a defensive spin takedown to earn a 10-6 decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING A SWITCH...Cougar Matt Doran unsuccessfully tries to pull off
a switch on Raider Eddie Smith in their 220-lb bout. Smith won 11-7.
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Scrolling through the microfilm of
The Westfield Leader archives, one of
my major “WHOA” moments came
when I came across a 1923 girls bas-
ketball game between WHS and Glen
Ridge. First of all, there was the fact
that there was girls basketball being
played 100 or so years ago – with three
players on the defensive end of the
court, and three on the offensive side.

But the number that jumped out was
“57” – the number of points scored by
WHS’s Ruth Miller.

Since this was about a decade ago, I
contacted Ed Miller, the father of Erin
Miller, who graduated in 2008 with
just about every school girls basket-
ball record. Was Ruth somehow re-
lated to Erin? Nope, no relation, Ed
said.

Unfortunately, the record-keeping
back then wasn’t very good, and sto-
ries about the girls games only rarely
got into the paper, with no season
recap article or statistical scoring chart
at the end of the year. So we have no
idea how many points Ruth scored
during the 1922-23 season, other than
her big game against the Ridgers, or
for her career. She also played the
following year on the WHS team that
lost to Guthrie, Okla., in a mythical
‘national championship’ series. That
team was inducted into the Westfield
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1994, in the
inaugural class.

(Note: the referee for all three games
was Hub Stine, the former WHS
teacher/coach, who was then at
Plainfield, and who now has the
Plainfield football/track stadium
named in his honor.)

Record-keeping and newspaper cov-
erage has gotten much better since girls
basketball became an official NJSIAA-
sanctioned sport in 1972-73. In fact,
everything has gotten better about girls
basketball, including the quality of play.
In the decade since Erin Miller gradu-
ated, there have been some terrific play-
ers – Tara Handza, Diana Venezia,
Amanda Markowski, Katie Ponce,
Hannah Liddy, Lil Scott, Jackie Knapp,
Molly Ryan, Shannon Devitt, Grace
Elliott and Danielle Rinaldi top the list
– and teams at WHS.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHS Record Book:
Girls Basketball

Here are the school records we’ve
compiled, from the coach’s records
and newspaper box scores. + means
that statistic is incomplete.

GIRLS BASKETBALL RECORDS
TEAM

Wins, season
23 2014 (23-4)
20 2018 (20-8)
19 1990 (19-6)
19 2017 (19-6)
19 2007 (19-9)

Losses, season
21 2004 (0-21)
18 1991 (5-18)
18 1982 (4-18)
18 2011 (3-18)
18 2003 (2-18)

INDIVIDUAL
Points, game

57 Ruth Miller, 1923, Glen Ridge
37 Debbie Lawyer, 1974, Roselle Park
34 Erin Miller, 2008, Columbia
33 Jackie Cusimano, 2002, East Side
33 Erin Miller, 2004, St. Dominic
32 Jackie Cusimano, 2001, Cranford
31 Karin Morgan, 1980, Union
31 Krissy Jeremiah, 1988, Union Catho-
lic
31 Liz McKeon, 1989, Morristown
31 Diana Venezia, 2010, Cranford

Points, season
495 Erin Miller, 2007
455 Lil Scott, 2014
429 Krissy Jeremiah, 1988
411 Diana Venezia, 2010
402 Lil Scott, 2015
401 Jackie Knapp, 2014
382 Lil Scott, 2013
379 Liz McKeon, 1999
377 Erin Miller, 2005
366 Jackie Knapp, 2013

Points, career
1,580 Erin Miller, 2005-08
1,540 Lil Scott, 2012-15
1,370 Jackie Knapp, 2012-15
1,169 Krissy Jeremiah, 1985-88
1,017 Liz McKeon, 1996-99
902 Molly Ryan, 2015-18
873 Tara Handza, 2006-09
839 Diana Venezia, 2007, 09-10
779 Nancy Kasko, 1982-85
777 Karin Morgan, 1978-80

Rebounds, game
25 Shi-Kia Carter, 1994
21 Karin Morgan, 1979
20 Steph Slodyczka, 2004
20 Karin Morgan, 1979
20 Karin Morgan, 1979
20 Gab O’Leary, 2008
19 Karin Morgan, 1979
18 Karin Morgan, 1979
18 Grace Klag, 2019
17 Gab O’Leary, 2008
17 Diana Venezia, 2010
17 Diana Venezia, 2010

Rebounds, season
319 Karin Morgan, 1979
268 Gab O’Leary, 2008
257 Karin Morgan, 1980
241 Diana Venezia, 2010
201 Diana Venezia, 2007
195 Kathy Tegen, 1976
188 Steph Slodyczka, 2005
185 Shannon Devitt, 2017
181 Liz McKeon, 1999
175 Shannon Devitt, 2016

Rebounds, career
706 Karin Morgan, 1978-80
618 Diana Venezia, 2007, 09-10
491 Shannon Devitt, 2014-17
457 Erin Miller, 2005-08
373 Gab O’Leary, 2005-08
313+Liz McKeon, 1997-99
266+ Val Wright, 1978-80
254+Shi-Kia Carter, 1993-95
253+Nancy Kasko, 1982-85
252 Steph Slodyczka, 2005, 07-08

Assists, game
10 Erin Miller, 2008
10 Karin Morgan, 1980
8 Erin Miller, 2008

Assists, season
114 Tara Handza, 2009
108 Erin Miller, 2008

94 Gab O’Leary, 2007
92 Lil Scott, 2014
88 Gab O’Leary, 2006
86 Jackie Knapp, 2014
85 Gab O’Leary, 2005
79 Erin Miller, 2007
78 Erin Miller, 2005, 2006
78 Amanda Markowski, 2010

Assists, career
343 Erin Miller, 2005-08
314 Gab O’Leary, 2005-08
287 Lil Scott, 2012-15
277 Jackie Knapp, 2012-15
195 Tara Handza, 2006-09
159 Molly Ryan, 2015-18
154 Jackie Cusimano, 2000-02

Steals, game
10 Amanda Markowski, 2010 (twice)
9 Hannah Liddy, 2014

Steals, season
147 Molly Ryan, 2018
112 Molly Ryan, 2017
102 Lil Scott, 2014
94 Amanda Markowski, 2010
94 Jackie Knapp, 2013
93 Hannah Liddy, 2014
88 Grace Elliott, 2018
81 Jackie Knapp, 2014
74 Tara Handza, 2009
67 Erin Miller, 2008
67 Jackie Knapp, 2015

Steals, career
324 Molly Ryan, 2015-18
315 Erin Miller, 2005-08
303 Jackie Knapp, 2012-15
264 Lil Scott, 2012-15
218 Gab O’Leary, 2005-08
210 Grace Elliott, 2015-18
146 Jackie Cusimano, 2000-02
137 Tara Handza, 2006-09
124 Katie Ponce, 2009-10
113 Shannon Devitt, 2014-17

3-point baskets, game
7 Krissy Jeremiah, 1988
7 Jackie Cusimano, 2002

3-point baskets, season
66 Krissy Jeremiah, 1988
43 Erin Miller, 2007
43 Molly Ryan, 2018
42 Molly Ryan, 2016
41 Lil Scott, 2015
39 Molly Ryan, 2017
38 Jackie Cusimano, 2002
36 Lil Scott, 2012
35 Jackie Knapp, 2012
35 Jackie Knapp, 2014

3-point baskets, career
133 Lil Scott, 2012-15
125 Erin Miller, 2005-08
124 Molly Ryan, 2015-18
113 Jackie Knapp, 2012-15
88 Jackie Cusimano, 2000-02
71 Tara Handza, 2006-09
66 Krissy Jeremiah, 1988
59 Danielle Rinaldi, 2014-17
34 Diana Venezia, 2007, 2009-10
33 Olivia Luzzi, 2013-15

THIS AND THAT
Wrestling: From 1976 through 1981,

WHS won the first six Union County
Tournament titles under coach Gary
Kehler. But the Blue Devils have only
captured two UCTs in the last 37 years:
in 1990 and 1992. That could change
this Saturday when Westfield com-
petes in the 44th UCT. Juniors Luke
Hoerle and CJ Composto are seeking
their third and second individual titles,
respectively.

IN PASSING
Gene Okerlund, a legendary profes-

sional wrestling announcer during the
sport’s hey days, passed away on Jan. 2
at age 76. “Mean Gene” was noted for
his interviews of “Macho Man” Randy
Savage, Hulk Hogan and Bobbie “The
Brain” Heenan, among others. He was
inducted into the Professional Wres-
tling Hall of Fame in 2016.

Jim Wood, the longtime head coach
of the Berkeley Aquatic Club, passed
away on Jan. 4 at age 68. Wood coached
many outstanding swimmers over the
past 40 years, including some from
WHS, including Hall of Famers Dana
and Janney Zonnevylle, and more re-
cent standouts like Frank, Adrienne
and Zach Coppa; Brooke and Mike
Smith; Vin Shen; John Chiesa; P.J.
Harley; Jackie, Chris and Becky
DeLaFuente; Alexi Kuska, Anna Fet-
ter, and current freshman Roan Baker,
among others.

ON THIS DATE
1941: In its first official varsity wres-

tling match, coach Harper Adams’s
WHS team dropped a 38-0 decision to
Roselle Park.

AROUND THIS DATE
Jan. 8, 1997: The WHS boys swim

team beat Cherry Hill West, 110-73,
for the 600th victory in program his-
tory.

Jan. 11, 1963: Before a capacity
crowd in the first meet ever held at
Wallace Pool, WHS avenged its only
loss of 1962 with a 61-34 win over
Pingry. In the key race, Ted Connell and
Bill Haney finished 1-3 in the 200 free
against Andy Ullrich and John Trull.

Jan. 11, 1963: With a
“KINGSVILLE, USA” banner in the
stands, Bob King scored 26 points and
grabbed 24 rebounds in a 61-53 vic-
tory over Springfield.

Jan. 12, 1980: WHS junior Bill
Madden beat WHS sophomore Bill
Craig, 3-1, to win the first New Jersey
High School-Prep School Squash
Championship at Resorts International
in Atlantic City.

Jan. 12, 2002: Jackie Cusimano con-
nected on a school-record seven 3-
point baskets against Union.

When Erin Miller graduated in 2008,
she held 13 school records, including
most points and most assists in a season
and career.

Cougars Top Vikings
In Girls Basketball

The Cranford High School girls
basketball team improved to 4-3 with
a 49-35 triumph over the visiting
Union Catholic Vikings on January 5.
Lauren Williamson pumped in 16
points and added five rebounds, two
steals and an assist for the Cougars,
while Olivia Speer scored 15 points,
including a pair of 3-pointers and
seven free throws, and added seven
rebounds, three steals, an assist and a
blocked shot.

Gianna Toretta netted nine points,
including a 3-pointer, and added five
rebounds, an assist and a steal. Meghan
Santarelli had five points (3-pointer)
and five rebounds. Ellie Rocki had
two points, three steals, four rebounds
and an assist. Katy Wheatly had two
points and a block. Abigale Ortiz led
the Vikings with 13 points, including
trip 3-pointers.

Blue Devil Matmen
Topple GL Highlanders

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team won 10 of 14 bouts to
topple the Governor Livingston High-
landers, 58-17, in Berkeley Heights
on January 4. Eight of the Blue Dev-
ils’ victories were via pin, one was by
forfeit and the other was by majority
decision.

Luke Jacobs pinned Jason
Rosenberg in 2:18 at 106-lbs. Quinn
Gimblette pinned Jack Sergio in 51
seconds at 113-lbs and Luke Hoerle
pinned Jeff Stepien in 3:30 at 120-lbs.
CI Composto pinned Harrison Kelly
in 3:02 at 126-lbs and Anthony Ciotta
pinned Zinetdin Altynbaev in 1:40 at
138-lbs. At 182-lbs, Tim Miller pinned
Jacob Quandt in 1:28, Brandan Loder
pinned Tom Puia in 2:31 at 195-lbs
and Jon Heard pinned Justin
VanOostendorp in 3:32 at 220-lbs.

Jordan Simpson received a forfeit
at 170-lbs and Luke Scanlan recorded
a 12-4 majority decision over Joe
Scalora at 160-lbs. Highlander Dave
Vill claimed a 10-2 major decision
over Jeremy Silber at 132-lbs, Connor
Vill beat Theo Dardia, 11-5, at 145-
lbs, Greg Friedenberg grabbed a 13-3
majority decision over James Greco
at 152-lbs and Damon Ippolito pinned
Abdul Kharbouti in 4:42 at 285-lbs.

Vikings Jolt Raiders
In Boys Hoops, 70-60
Jaheim Tanksley fired in 21 points,

including a 3-pointer, Giovanni Phillip
netted 15 points, including two 3-
pointers, and Justin Archer scored 14
points as the hosting 6-1 Union Catho-
lic High School boys basketball team
jolted the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders, 70-60, on January 3.

Jayson Williams led the 1-5 Raid-
ers with 17 points and Nick Merkel
pumped in 14 points, which included
four 3-pointers. Anthony Porter had
10 points, including a 3-pointer, and
Justin Fletcher put in nine points.
Justin Guy had eight points and Chris-
tian Piesh added two points.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 12 17 16 15 60
Union Catholic 14 18 18 20 70

Cougar Swim Boys, Girls Bow
To Gov. Liv. Highlanders

Lady Blue Devils Foil
Cardinal Cagers, 43-37

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team upped its record to 6-
3 with a 43-37 victory over 3-4
Plainfield on January 5. Ali Lisanti
banged trip 3-pointers and finished
with 13 points, three steals, a block
and a rebound. Caroline Dwyer net-
ted 12 points, including a pair of 3-
pointers, and added two assist, three
rebounds and a steal.

Freshman Grace Klag (4 points,
block) and senior Sam Stravach (7
points, block, steal, assist) ruled the
boards with 18 and 12 rebounds, re-
spectively. Lily Maz (4 points, 3 re-
bounds, steal) dished out five assists
and Sam Leftheris added a 3-pointer.
J’Daah Wyatt-Doyle led the Cardi-
nals with nine points and Rayanna
Etienne put in eight points. Tiara
Bellamy scored six points.
Plainfield 17   7   5   8 37
Westfield 12 14 11   6 43

The Governor Livingston High
School boys and girls swim teams,
respectively, defeated the Cranford
Cougars, 108-62, and 111-59, on Janu-
ary 3. The Highlander boys won ev-
ery event except the 200-free relay
and the Highlander girls won every
event except the 50-free, 100-free
and the 100-breaststroke.

Cougars Tom Cutro, Charles
Desimone, Liam Loughlin and Mike
Desimone touched first in the 200-
free relay with a time of 1:37.95.
Highlanders Dave Martinez, Andrew
and Chris Rampaul-Pino, and Rafe
Barnum took first in the 200-medley
relay at 1:46.6. GL’s Dylan Wallace3,
Andrew Rampaul-Pino, Tom Sartorio

and Martinez won the 400-free relay
in 3:42.5.

Wallace won the 200-free in 1:56.12
and the 100-free in 53.08. Martinez
won the 200-Individual Medley in
2:09.96 and the 100-back in 1:01.22.
Chris Rampaul-Pino won the 100-fly
in 57.26 and the 100-breast in 1:07.3.
Andrew Rampaul-Pino won the 500-
free in 5:13.77 and Barnum won the
50-free in 23.72.

For the girls, Cougar Marina
Nunziato won the 50-free in 26.19
and the 100-free in 57.12, while Grace
Wilson took first in the 100-breast at
1:17.92. Highlanders Bailey Gold,
Danielle Curtis, Rachel Heeren and
Sena Hur touched first in the 200-
medley relay at 1:59.4. Caroline
Kolmoldin, Hur, Phoebe Kim and
Ashley Chang took first in the 200-
free relay.

Gold, Kolmoldin, Chang and
Heeren won the 400-free relay in
4:15.75. Kolmoldin won the 200-free
in 2:10.51 and Gold took Gold in the
200IM at 2:15.54 and the 500-free at
5:31.81. Heeren won the 100-back in
1:10.35 and the 100-fly in 1:01.13.

High School Sport Shorts:

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, BOARD OF EDUCATION

302 ELM STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Westfield Board of Education has awarded contracts without competitive bidding
as a professional service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5 a (1). The contracts and the
resolutions authorizing them are on file and available for public inspection in the office of
Westfield Board Of Education.

Whereas, there exists a need for professional services in the specific area(s) mentioned
below for the 2018-2019 school year for the following professional services and whereas,
funds are available for this purpose, and whereas, the Public School Contracts Law
(NJSA 18A:18A-1 et seq.) permits the award of contracts without competitive bids for
Professional Services that require licensing and are regulated by law, and Whereas, the
Public School Contracts Law requires that the Board of Education adopt a resolution
awarding such contracts at a public meeting.

Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator/ Board Secretary

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR

Sharing Communications, LLC Speech Services $100 per hour
38 North Cottage Place
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $40.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Brown & Brown Insur-
ance, 56 Livingston Avenue, Roseland,
New Jersey 07068

NATURE OF SERVICES: Health Insur-
ance Consultant/Broker Services and Risk,
Management Services as detailed in the
Bylaws of the Suburban Joint Insurance
Fund and the Municipal Excess Liability
Joint Insurance Fund.

DURATION: One year term ending De-
cember 31, 2019, which may be renewed
for two (2) additional one (1) year terms, at
the Town’s discretion.

AMOUNT: 2.0% of annual assessment

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 19-01-01

BE IT RESOLVED the following meetings of the Mayor and Council will be held during
Year 2019 at 7:00 P.M. at Borough Hall, Mayor and Council Chambers, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

AGENDA MEETINGS REGULAR MEETINGS

January 7 * January 22
February 4 * February 19
March 4 March 18
April 1 April 15
May 6 May 20
June 3 June 17
July 1 July 15
August 5 August 19

* September 3 September 16
October 7 October 21
November 4 November 18
December 2 December 16

The Agenda and Regular Meetings will be held on the first and third Mondays except
for those dates marked with an “*” above.

Official action may be taken at either the Agenda or the Regular Meetings of the Mayor
and Council.

This is to certify that the above is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the
Borough Council on January 1, 2019.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 01/10/19, The Times Fee: $49.98

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT

FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Suplee, Clooney &
Company, 308 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide municipal auditing services

DURATION: One year term ending De-
cember 31, 2019, which may be renewed
for two (2) additional one (1) year terms, at
the Town’s discretion.

AMOUNT: Fee not to exceed $67,850
charged to the various audit accounts in
the Current Fund and 195-204 in the Swim-
ming Pool Fund.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $19.38

LENDING A HELPING HAND...On January 5, the Westfield High School boys
Varsity basketball team volunteered at the Community food bank of NJ in Hillside
to help provide meals for over 1,500 families throughout NJ.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT

FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Jardim, Meisner and
Susser PC, 30B Vreeland Road, Suite
100, Florham Park, New Jersey 07932

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
render legal services in furtherance of ex-
traordinary duties of the Town Attorney for
the Town of Westfield.

DURATION: One year term ending De-
cember 31, 2019, which may be renewed
for two (2) additional one (1) year terms, at
the Town’s discretion.

AMOUNT: Fee not to exceed $130,000
charged to Legal Account 120-211.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT

FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Thomas C. Jardim,
Esq, Jardim, Meisner and Susser PC, 30B
Vreeland Road, Suite 100, Florham Park,
New Jersey 07932

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide general legal counsel in further-
ance of the ordinary duties of the Town
Attorney of the Town of Westfield.

DURATION: One year term ending De-
cember 31, 2019, which may be renewed
for two (2) additional one (1) year terms, at
the Town’s discretion.

AMOUNT: Fee not to exceed $48,960
charged to Legal Account 120-216.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

Be it resolved that the GBOE will use the all-purpose room of the Lincoln School as its
meeting place. Regular meetings will be held on the third Tuesday of the month with
executive session at 7:00 p.m. followed by regular session at 7:30 p.m. (unless otherwise
noted). All meetings will be conducted pursuant to and in accordance with New Jersey
Open Public Meetings Law. Be it further resolved that the following dates be established
by the GBOE for its regular meetings:

January 15, 2019 June 25, 2019
February 19, 2019 August 13, 2019
March 19, 2019 September 17, 2019
April 30, 2019 October 15, 2019
May 21, 2019 November 19, 2019
June 11, 2019 December 17, 2019

Debra LeBrun, SBA/BS
1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $31.62

The ballers of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains “Y” Men’s 30+ Basketball
League rang in the New Year with a
host of closely-contested, low-scor-
ing tilts on January 7. And, after the
third week of play, parity reigns su-
preme – no unbeatens remain, and no
teams are still winless.

Draymond 49, Ocho Macho 38:
Draymond led 23-16 at the intermis-
sion, and got back to its winning ways
behind 17 pts. from not-so-green
rookie Taj Belfield, and 15 tallies
from Capt. Jamal Berry. Dave
“Baseline” Berger contributed nine
in the triumph. The Macho Men stayed
within striking distance thanks to old
reliable Tim Gray (10 pts) and gritty
guard Geoff Gonzalez (8 pts).

SuperSonics 52, Team 8 47: Sharp-
shooter Brendan Ryan was superb,
draining five from downtown in route
to a game-high 19, as the Sonics
outlasted the previously undefeated
Team 8. “Big Smooth” James Patrick
notched 10, and Eric Lai and Joe
Ruocco 6 apiece as the Super men
gained victory 1. Gavin Ford (13) and
Capt. Blake Sonnek-Schmelz (10)
paced the 8-ballers, who received 7
each from Mike Ruccio and Rory
Schulman, and 6 from Rich Cobbinah.

Lightning With A Splash Of Thun-
der 73, RunAsOne 44: The margin

was just three at halftime, 32-29, but
then thunder struck in the form of
backcourt mates Warren Lowe and
Orlando Jean-Charles. Lowe poured
in 30 markers, and Jean-Charles tick-
led the twines for 23 pts (five from
beyond the arc), as the Lightning bolted
away in the final 20 minutes. Frosh
Rick Harris added 8 as Splash won its
second straight. Capt. Jason Shann
registered 21 pts and big man Bryan
Stitt tossed in 8 for the Runners.

Under The Radar 41, The Goonies
36: Smooth stroker Eljay Aguillo (18
pts) was the difference maker, and
garnered support from vet Greg Shea
(11) and newcomer Ross Lebrun (6),
as Radar survived a nip-and-tuck af-
fair to get into the win column. The
Goons suffered their first blip, as Rich
Diomede (7) led a balanced attack,
which featured 6 pts each from the
quartet of Kevin Adams, Gregg
Carder, Joe DeGennaro, and Steve
Lee.

FSPY STANDINGS:
TEAM W L
Team 8 2 1
The Goonies 2 1
Draymond 2 1
Lightning With Splash 2 1
RunAsOne 1 2
Ocho Macho 1 2
SuperSonics 1 2
Under The Radar 1 2

Week 3 – FSPY Men’s 30+
Basketball League Results:

Williamson, Aszklar
Cougars of the Week:
Ryan Aszklar and Lauren

Williamson have been named
Cranford Cougar Athletes of the
Week. Ryan, a junior on the winter
track team, led the Cougars to a
ninth place team finish at the Union
County Championships this past
weekend with a personal best throw
in the shot put of 38’ 5”. Lauren, a
senior on the varsity basketball team,
scored 16 points and had five re-
bounds and two assists in the Cou-
gars’ victory against Union Catholic
on January 5.

Summit Nips Westfield
In Boys Basketball

The only point that Hilltopper Joe
Lisardi scored turned out to be the
winning one in a 50-49 Summit High
School victory over the Westfield Blue
Devils in Summit on January 3.
Lisardi, who had three assists, man-
aged to sink a free throw with less
than 15 seconds remaining to come
up with the winner.

After a very modestly offensive
first half with Summit ahead 15-10,
both teams stepped up the pace in the
second half. Both teams netted 16
points in the third quarter then the
Blue Devils poured in 23 points to the
Hilltoppers’ 18 points until Lisardi
nailed his free throw. The 5-1
Hilltoppers totaled 14 assists in the
game, while the 3-4 Blue Devils had
just six assists.

Hilltopper Malcolm Sidebottom (3
assists) led all scorers with 19 points
and Eric Baier bucketed 14 points
and added a pair of assists. Sebastian
Ferrero led the Blue Devils with 14
points, including four 3-pointers,
while adding four steals. Griffin
Rooney scored 11 points and added
four rebounds and a steal. Matt
Crowley had seven points, three as-
sists and a steal. Andrew Echausse (3
assists, 2 rebounds), Mike Kane (3
rebounds) and Declan McCauley (4
rebounds) each had four points and
Tommy McGuire (steal, rebound)
added three points.

Westfield   8   2 16 23 49
Summit   3 12 16 19 50

Cougars Stun Warriors
In Girls Hoops, 54-47
Senior Lauren Williamson scored

25 points, which included two 3-point-
ers and seven free throws, while add-
ing two assists and two steals, and KC
Pringle pulled 14 rebounds and added
three assists and three steals to lead
the Cranford High School girls bas-
ketball to a 54-47 triumph over the
visiting Watchung Hills Warriors on
January 7.

Gianna Toretta had 13 points, in-
cluding trip 3-pointers, and three as-
sists. Olivia Speer scored six points
and added sis rebounds. Jayden Baltuch
led the Warriors with 16 points.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Westfield Board of Education will receive
bids for Toilet Room and Lobby Reno-
vations at Roosevelt Intermediate
School, Edison Intermediate School
and Westfield High School, together
with all work incidental hereto, in accor-
dance with the requirements of the draw-
ings and specifications prepared by Fraytak
Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C. (FVHD) Archi-
tects-Planners, FVHD Project No. 5074A,
B, C.

Separate sealed bids will be received
as follows:

Contract No. 1 – General Construction
Work (C008 or C009)

Contract No. 2 – Plumbing & Drainage
Work (C030)

Contract No. 3 – Heating, Ventilating, Air
Conditioning & Refrigeration Work (C032)

Contract No. 4 – Electrical Work (C047)
Contract No. 5 – Combined Overall Con-

tract comprising Contract No. 1 through
Contract No. 4

Sealed bids are due by February 14,
2019, 2:30 PM to the Westfield Board of
Education, attention of Ms. Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator, Room 101, 302
Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090,
and will be publicly opened and read im-
mediately thereafter.

Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
New Jersey 08618, www.fvhdpc.com, and
may be inspected by prospective bidders
during regular business hours. Any bidder
should contact the Architect’s Office at (609)
883-7101 to confirm availability of docu-
ments. Bid Documents will be available
from the Architect for a non-refundable fee
of $100.00 for disk or upon deposit of
$150.00 for each paper set, checks pay-
able to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie, P.C.
If contractor requests shipping, a direct
shipping account number must be provided
to the Architect and for paper sets, a sepa-
rate non-refundable handling fee of $25.00
per set payable in advance. Deposits will be
refunded only if the bid documents are
returned in whole in good condition, bound
in proper order, unmarked and returned
within ten (10) days after the opening of
bids, by a Bidder submitting a bona fide bid.
Bidders should only rely on original digital
and paper versions of the bidding contract
documents obtained directly from the
Architect’s office.

All questions must be sent only via mail
or facsimile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in du-
plicate (one original and one copy) in a
separate sealed envelope for each con-
tract:  addressed to the owner; bearing the
name and address of the bidder written on
the face of the envelope; and clearly marked
“BID” with the contract title and/or bid num-
ber on the outside of the envelope and
must be accompanied by a Certified Check,
Cashier’s Check or Bid Bond drawn to the

order of the Owner for not less than ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the bid, but
in no case in excess of $20,000.00; and
must be delivered to the above place on or
before the hour named. The Board of Edu-
cation and the Architect assume no re-
sponsibility for bids mailed or misdirected
in delivery.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-26, the
bidder must be pre-qualified by the New
Jersey Division of Property Management
and Construction (DPMC) prior to the date
that bids are received if the cost of the work
exceeds $20,000. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate may
be rejected as being non-responsible to
bid requirements.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Con-
sent of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with a
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to fur-
nish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Consent of Surety shall
be executed by an approved surety com-
pany authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 2A-44-143, and 2A:44-144
and with the three highest rating catego-
ries of rating companies nationally recog-
nized and listed as per Appendix A (go to
www.nj.gov/dobi/surety.htm).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq. the “Public Schools
Contracts Law.”

This project is subject to the New Jersey
Prevailing Wage Act, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.27
et seq.

Per N.J.S.A. 52:32-44(b) all contractors
and subcontractors must provide a Busi-
ness Registration Certificate prior to con-
tract award.

“The Public Works Contractor Registra-
tion Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.
199, c.238) requires bidders and their sub-
contractors to be registered with the New
Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce
Development and to possess a current
certificate by said Department indicating
compliance with the Act prior to the time
and date that bids are received.

All bidders must comply with the require-
ments Laws Against Discrimination
N.J.S.A. 10:5-1 et seq., Affirmative Action
Regulations, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. (P.L.
1975, c.127), N.J.S.A. 17:27-1.1 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.8.  An Initial Project
Workforce Report will be required from the
successful bidder (Form AA-201).

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
60 days after the date set for the opening
thereof. The right is reserved to reject all
bids or to waive any minor informalities in
the bidding in accordance with applicable
law.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $125.97

PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS
WESTFIELD

Wednesday, December 26, Laketha
M. Gregory, 43, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield
Municipal Court criminal warrant, in
the amount of $1,500, pursuant to a
prisoner pickup at the Middlesex
County jail. She was transported to
police headquarters, where she was
processed and then transported to the
Union County jail due to default of
bail. There also were two criminal
warrants for Gregory from Plainfield,
totaling $1,000, and a criminal war-
rant from Roselle Park, for $96.

Thursday, December 27, Herbert A.
Gomez, 31, of Springfield was ar-
rested on charges of possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop in the area
of Mountain Avenue and North Chest-
nut Street. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released with a summons.

Saturday, December 29, Andres
Gonzalez, 44, of Rahway was arrested
and charged with possession of
oxycodone (a controlled dangerous
substance), specifically 92 pills with-
out a prescription, pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at West South Avenue and
Crossway Place. Gonzalez was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with a mandatory
Union County Superior Court date.

Sunday, December 30, police ar-
rested Tyasia Jackson, 22, of Brook-
lyn, N.Y., who was charged with shop-
lifting from a business on the 200
block of East North Avenue, along
with Yasmeen Ellison, 44, also of
Brooklyn, N.Y., who was charged
with shoplifting and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance (mari-
juana) under 50 grams. Averill Rorie,
38, of Laurelton, N.Y., also was placed
under arrest on charges of possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(marijuana) under 50 grams and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. All
three were transported to police head-
quarters, where they were processed
and released on a summons.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, December 19, a resi-

dent of Cooper Road reported the
theft of several packages which were
delivered to the victim’s home. The
matter is under investigation.

Wednesday, December 19, a resi-
dent of Farley Avenue reported an

incident of fraud. The victim stated
that someone accessed their back ac-
count information and transferred
funds without authorization.

Thursday, December 20, a Wood
Road resident reported the theft of pack-
ages that were delivered to the victim’s
home. The case is under investigation.

Monday, December 24, Jamil A.
Fowler, 24, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with providing
false information to police during a
suspicious-person investigation. Ad-
ditionally, Fowler had active warrants
out of the Union County Sheriff’s
Department and Plainfield. Fowler
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and transported to the
Union County jail.

Wednesday, December 26, a struc-
ture fire was reported on the 1600 block
of Cooper Road. Officers encountered
a heavy smoke condition and made
sure all occupants were out of the build-
ing. The Scotch Plains Fire Department
responded and was able to bring the
situation under control. One person
who had attempted to extinguish the
fire was transported to the hospital for
observation due to the smoke condi-
tion. No other injuries were reported.

Wednesday, December 26, a resi-
dent of Kevin Road reported an inci-
dent of fraud. The victim stated that a
fraudulent purchase was made on a
credit card account. The matter is
under investigation.

Thursday, December 27, a resident
of Acacia Road reported an incident
of fraud. Someone charged several
hundred dollars to a credit card with-
out authorization. The matter is under
investigation.

Friday, December 28, a business
located on the 2000 block of Route
22 East reported an incident of crimi-
nal mischief. Upon opening for the
day, the management noticed paint
on the front windows of the building.

Sunday, December 30, a resident
of Sunnyfield Lane reported the theft
of a white, red and black mountain

bike from a shed in their backyard.
The bike is valued at $300.

FANWOOD
Thursday, December 27, a resident

reported that a delivered package was
stolen from her front porch between
2:34 p.m. and 6 p.m. The value of the
package is $600.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, December 19, Alyssa

Spiecker, 25, of South Amboy was
arrested and charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) and possession of drug para-
phernalia as a result of a motor vehicle
stop at South Avenue West and Wash-
ington Place for a seatbelt violation.
Spiecker, a passenger in the vehicle,
was charged with suspected heroin
found in her possession. She was pro-
cessed and provided with a state Supe-
rior Court appearance date. In addi-
tion, she was issued a motor vehicle
summons for a seatbelt violation.

Friday, December 21, Christopher
Conner, 31, of Atlantic Highlands
was arrested and charged with pos-
session of a CDS and possession of
drug paraphernalia after police units
were dispatched to the area of North
Lehigh Avenue and Mansion Terrace
for a reported suspicious motor ve-
hicle. Conner was charged with pos-
session of suspected crack cocaine.
He was processed and provided with
a state Superior Court appearance
date. In addition, he was issued a
motor vehicle summons for posses-
sion of a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Friday, December 21, Brian
Merkel, 24, of Cranford, Connor
Scanlon, 19, of Westfield and Kevin
Reinhard, 19, of Westfield were ar-
rested and charged with disorderly
conduct as well as other charges after
police units responded outside of a
North Avenue East business for a
reported fight in progress. Following
an investigation at the scene, Merkel,
Scanlon and Reinhard were all
charged with disorderly conduct. In

addition, Scanlon was charged with
exhibiting a false government identi-
fication to police and underage con-
sumption of alcohol. Reinhard also
was charged with underage consump-
tion of alcohol. All three men were
processed and provided with a state
Superior Court appearance date.

GARWOOD
Saturday, January 5, while on patrol

police observed a motor vehicle travel-
ing on South Avenue with the brake
lights on the right side not working.
Police initiated a motor vehicle stop
and upon approaching the vehicle ob-
served the occupants frantically mov-
ing about the vehicle and reaching un-
der the seats. An officer ordered all
occupants to sit upright and show their
hands. The rear left-side passenger re-
fused to comply and continued reach-
ing under his seat. The officer opened
the rear left-side door and observed the
passenger, identified as Pharoahe M.
Thomas, 18, of Secaucus, still attempt-
ing to conceal something under the
seat, which was now visible to the of-
ficer to be suspected marijuana. In fur-
thering the investigation, a fanny pack
containing marijuana also was found
under the driver seat, which the driver,
identified as Justin M. Simerman, 19,
of Piscataway, admitted to possessing.
Thomas and Simerman, as well as three
juvenile passengers, were transported
to police headquarters. Simerman was
issued several motor vehicle and crimi-
nal complaints including maintenance
of lamps, failure to wear a seatbelt and
possession of CDS. Thomas also was
issued several complaints including
possession of CDS and possession of
CDS paraphernalia. Both individuals
were released pending an appearance
in Municipal Court. The juveniles were
not charged with any offense but were
released to their legal guardians.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-01 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Ryan J. Cooper, Esq., Coo-
per, LLC Counselors at Law, 108 North
Union Avenue, Suite 4, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016

Service: Municipal Attorney
Duration: 1 (one) year
Fee: $63,000.00
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-19 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Steve Rogut, Esquire, Rogut
McCarthy, LLC, 37 Alden Street, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016

Service: Bond Counsel
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-18 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Robert B. Cagnassola, Part-
ner, Suplee, Clooney & Company, 308
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
07090

Service: Auditor for the Township to
Perform the Annual Audit

Duration: 1 (one) year
Fee: Not to exceed $42,975.00
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-11 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Wanda Chin Monahan, Esq.,
The Law Offices of Wanda Chin Monahan,
LLC, 50 Cardinal Drive, Suite 102,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Service: Environmental Legal Services
Duration: 1 (one) year
Fee: $275/ hour, Not to exceed $5,000.00
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-12 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Wanda Chin Monahan, Esq.,
The Law Offices of Wanda Chin Monahan,
LLC, 50 Cardinal Drive, Suite 102,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Service: Redevelopment Legal Services
Duration: 1 (one) year
Fee: $275/ hour, Not to exceed

$15,000.00
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF RISK MANAGEMENT
APPOINTMENT

The Township of Cranford has joined the
Statewide Insurance Fund, a joint insur-
ance fund as defined in in N.J.S.A. 40A:
10-36 et seq. Such Fund’s Bylaws require
the appointment of a Risk Management
Consultant.  The Township of Cranford
has appointed a Risk Management Con-
sultant.  Such Agreement and Resolution
No. 2019-04 are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Willis Towers Watson, 150
John F. Kennedy Parkway, Short Hills,
New Jersey 07078

Service: Risk Management Consultants
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-13 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Jeffrey Surenian, Esq., Jef-
frey Surenian and Associates, Inc., 707
Union Avenue, Suite 301, Brielle Borough,
New Jersey 08730

Service: Affordable Housing Legal Ser-
vices

Duration: 1 (one) year
Fee: $200/ hour, Not to exceed

$20,000.00
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-08 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Norman W. Albert, Esq., 23
North Avenue East, Cranford, New Jersey
07016

Service: Municipal Prosecutor
Duration: 1 (one) year
Fee: Not to Exceed $45,000.00
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF
PROVISION OF SERVICES

The Township of Cranford advertised a
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for ap-
praisal services pursuant to the “fair and
open” process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.4 et seq.  The Town-
ship has resolved that the following firm
provide appraisal services to the Town-
ship. Resolution No. 2019-15 authorizing
such provision are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Appraisal Associates, Inc.,
524 South Avenue East, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016

Service: Appraisal Services
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-02 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Riker, Danzig, Scherer,
Hyland & Perretti, LLP, One Speedwell
Avenue, Morristown, New Jersey 07962

Service: Labor Attorney Legal Services
Duration: 1 (one) year
Fee: Not to Exceed $20,000
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-05 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Ryan J. Cooper, Esq., Coo-
per, LLC Counselors at Law, 108 North
Union Avenue, Suite 4, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016

Service: General Litigation
Duration: 1 (one) year
Fee: $160/hour, Not to exceed

$30,000.00
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF
PROVISION OF SERVICES

The Township of Cranford advertised a
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for engi-
neering services pursuant to the “fair and
open” process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.4 et seq.  The Town-
ship has resolved that the following firms
provide engineering services to the Town-
ship. Resolution No. 2019-16 authorizing
such provision is available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Providers:
1. Matrix New World
2. Maser Consulting
3. Grotto Engineering Associates
4. Harbor Consultants
5. Neglia Engineering Associates
6. Mott MacDonald
7. French & Parrello Associates
8. PEi Prestige Environmental Inc.

Service: Engineering Services
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $28.05

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF
PROVISION OF SERVICES

The Township of Cranford advertised a
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for gen-
eral litigation services pursuant to the “fair
and open” process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.4 et seq.  The Town-
ship has resolved that the following firms
provide general litigation services to the
Township. Resolution No. 2019-06 autho-
rizing such provision are available for pub-
lic inspection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to:
Ryan J. Cooper, Esq., Cooper, LLC

Counselors at Law, 108 North Union Av-
enue, Suite 4, Cranford, New Jersey 07016

McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpen-
ter, LLP, 570 Broad Street, 15th Floor,
Newark, New Jersey 07102

Riker, Danzig, Scherer, Hyland & Perretti,
LLP, One Speedwell Avenue, Morristown,
New Jersey 07962

Service: General Litigation Legal Ser-
vices

Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $30.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF
PROVISION OF SERVICES

The Township of Cranford advertised a
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for labor
attorney services pursuant to the “fair and
open” process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.4 et seq.  The Town-
ship has resolved that the following firms
provide labor attorney services to the Town-
ship. Resolution No. 2019-07 authorizing
such provision are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to:
Riker, Danzig, Scherer, Hyland & Perretti,

LLP, One Speedwell Avenue, Morristown,
New Jersey 07962

Rainone Coughlin Minchello, Attorneys
at Law, 555 U.S. Highway One South,
Suite 440, Iselin, New Jersey 08830

McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpen-
ter, LLP, 570 Broad Street, 15th Floor,
Newark, New Jersey 07102

Service: Labor Attorney Services
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF
PROVISION OF SERVICES

The Township of Cranford advertised a
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for gen-
eral litigation services pursuant to the “fair
and open” process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.4 et seq.  The Town-
ship has resolved that the following firms
provide tax appeal legal services to the
Township. Resolution No. 2019-14 autho-
rizing such provision is available for public
inspection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to:
McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpen-

ter, LLP, 570 Broad Street, 15th Floor,
Newark, New Jersey 07102

Chasan Lamparello Mallon & Cappuzzo,
PC, 300 Lighting Way, Suite 200,
Secaucus, New Jersey 07094

Palumbo, Renaud & DeAppolonio, LLC,
190 North Avenue East, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016

Service: Tax Appeal Legal Services
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-17 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Harbor Consultants, Inc.,
320 North Avenue East, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016

Service: Planning Services
Duration: 1 (one) year
Fee: Not to exceed $30,000.00
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-10 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Jared B. Weiss, Esq.,
Fruchter, Weiss & Associates, 535
Kenilworth Boulevard, Kenilworth, New
Jersey 07033

Service: Alternate Public Defender
Duration: 1 (one) year
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-09 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: John DeMassi, Esq., Schiller
& Pittenger, 1771 Front Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076

Service: Public Defender
Duration: 1 (one) year
Fee: Not to Exceed $4,000.00
Date: January 2, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/10/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

HELP WANTED

PT Clerical Assistant needed
20 hours per week (Mon thru Fri)
for Springfield NJ Accounting
Firm. Position requires good
typing and computer skills, and
will include mail, telephones and
general office duties. Email
resume to Leslie Daunno at:
ldaunno@mangohuber.com

LUNCH/CLASSROOM AIDE

Lunch/Classroom aide for Scotch
Plains pre-school in a well-
established classroom. Position
is 2 hours from 11 am - 1 pm, 3 to
4 days per week following the
school calendar. Experience is not
required, but the candidate should
have a true love of children.

Please submit resume to
cwilkinson@christopheracademy.com

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

43 Temp Farmworkers needed
2/25/19 – 11/22/19. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with cultivating & hand harvesting
apples according to supervisor’s
instructions. Workers will have
extensive periods of sitting,
standing, walking, pushing, pulling,
repetitive movement, frequent
stooping and lifting 75 lbs. Must
have 3 months verifiable
experience pruning high density
fresh fruit apple trees & affirmative,
verifiable job references. May
random drug test at employer’s
expense. Guaranteed at least 3/4
of contract hours but hours will
vary according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed or
be less than 40 hours. Work tools,
supplies, equipment provided at
no cost. Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $12.83/hr,
applicable piece rate depending
on crop activity, or current
applicable AEWR. Raise/bonus at
employer discretion. EOE.
Worksite in Orleans Co. NY.
Applicants report/send a resume
to the nearest NJ Career Center
office or call 908-412-7980 & ref
job order #NY1286338. Lamont
Fruit Farm- Waterport, NY

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

SCOTCH PLAINS — Author
and “30 for 30” producer Jerry
Barca will visit the Scotch Plains
Public Library on Sunday, January
27, at 2 p.m., for a fun afternoon of
football history.

Mr. Barca, author of “Big Blue
Wrecking Crew: Smashmouth
Football, A Little Bit of Crazy and
the ’86 Super Bowl Champs,” will
talk about the strange and reveal-
ing elements that go into building a
championship team.

He also will mix in stories of
team building from his first book,
“Unbeatable: Notre Dame’s 1988
Championship and the Last Great
College Football Season.”

In addition to his critically-ac-

claimed books, Mr. Barca has pro-
duced films for the ESPN “30 for
30” series (“Catholics vs. Convicts”
and “The Last Days of Knight”).

Registration is required for this
event. The library will contact regis-
trants in the event of inclement weather.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township. To sign up
or for information on cancellations
due to inclement weather, visit the
library’s website, scotlib.org. For
more information, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204.

Football Author Due at Library
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CODING FOR KIDS...A two-day coding tutorial was designed for School One
students during the week of December 10.  A representative from Microsoft
worked with the students in small group setting to engage them in computer
programming. This personalized, hands on experience, provided students in
Grades K through 4, the fundamentals of coding in an age appropriate environ-
ment. Students were excited to learn different computer languages, build projects
with code, and watch their creativity come to life. Lillian,1st grade at School One,
pictured at top, is excited to code.

The Leader/Times Website

Provides Robust Features

to Assist You!

Subscribe to Our Papers

 Change Your Address

Submit a Paid Bulletin

Publish a Photo

 Place a Classified Ad

 Post Community News

List Your Organization

Place an Obituary Notice

Submit a Wedding Announcement

Search Past Editions

Place a Legal Notice

 Search Our Video Library
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OPEN
24 HOURS

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES

908-232-4407

Join Us For Our

OPEN HOUSE & REGISTRATION
for the 2019/2020 School Year

Saturday, January 26th • 10am - 12pm
A nurturing and age

appropriate, early

childhood program for

children 2 1/2 - 6 years.

Half day morning

Nursery School

programs with an

extended day option.

Full day Child Care

from 7:30am 6pm.

Wrap-around,

afternoon kindergarten

wrap program also available

from all of Cranford Public

Schools.

State Licensed,

CPR/First Aid Certified,

Experienced Teachers.

108 Eastman Street • Cranford

908-272-3962  calvarynscc@verizon.net

•

Celebrating our

25th Year!

•

•

•

A Column Written by
Local High School Students

The Student View

By ADAM ATTIA

Technology is exciting. It opens up a
whole host of new possibilities for the
future of our world, each more seemingly
impossible than the next. But it is also as
dangerous as it is impactful.

Technology is one of the most influen-
tial and beneficial advancements in mod-
ern history, but it also poses a very dan-
gerous threat to modern society, and one
that has gone unnoticed by many. As
technology continues to expand as rap-
idly as it has, the threat of depending on
it becomes more and more apparent.

Human civilization has undergone
many changes with the passage of time.
Early humans learned how to survive on
their own with nature as their only re-
source- they managed to live completely
self- sufficiently. However, as their knowl-
edge of the world and the concepts regu-
lating it (science) expanded, they were
able to progress to eventually resemble us
and our society today. Technology is an
aid, a very beneficial and powerful tool to
use to help us progress as the first humans
did. As we improve technologically our
living conditions and capabilities im-
prove.

But it should be something we can live
without.

We have grown so accustomed to the
addition of technology into the fabric of
our society that we are all vulnerable to it.

I feel naked without the presence of my
cellphone in my pocket. I’m on it, check-
ing it constantly for texts and emails
hundreds of times a day. I get my news
from social media, and I am on the internet
for hours every day to do my work and
stay connected to the digital world. Keep-
ing up with that is exhausting and stress-
ful, but for some reason I still do it, and so
do most Americans.

Not only is the average individual like
you and I affected by the growing influ-
ence of technology, but our infrastructure
as a whole is as well because it cannot
keep up with the growth of technology.
Over 30 years ago, the internet did not
exist. Had there been an extended power
outage, people could keep doing what
they were supposed to do, albeit at a
slower pace.

In earlier times, architects and engi-
neers used drafting boards and graphing
paper to create the structures that sur-

round us. If people had a question or
needed information, they were able to
find it in libraries. The stock market could
be run using paper and pencil. If a power
outage occurred, some people would be
able to do their jobs without access to
technology for a period of time.

Contrast that with the event that oc-
curred a year ago, at a time when technol-
ogy has become so entrenched in our
lives that so many of us have lost the
ability to do anything on our own. In
2017, almost half of the population of
Maine was subjected to a power outage
that lasted for the better part of one week.
The implications of the loss of power
were devastating. Businesses had to stop
operating because people are either no
longer able or no longer willing to work.

The Electric Power Institute estimates
that the economic cost of power outages
annually is a mind-boggling $120 bil-
lion. A large-scale blackout now would
be devastating.

We have begun to rely so much on
technology and being able to access it in
such a short period of time that technol-
ogy has started to rule over our lives.

The solution to this problem starts with
us. Anyone and everyone can take mea-
sures to defend themselves from over-
reliance on technology. Use it as a tool
and a source of instant information, but
do not get addicted. Put away cell phones
when you are bored and have nothing to
do, and instead go out and enjoy nature
and the world around you.

Early humans were able to live and
survive by themselves in the wilderness
with the aid of nothing else but their
instincts and knowledge of the world
around them. Can we really do the same
today?

Emily Tinnirella
Graduates from ESU

M O U N T A I N S I D E — E m i l y
Tinnirella from Mountainside, re-
ceived a degree from East
Stroudsburg University of Pennsyl-
vania at the Winter Commencement
ceremony on December 15, 2018.
Ms. Tinnirella earned a B.S. in Hotel
Restaurant and Tourism Manage-
ment.

Washington School’s Play
Happily Ever After On Sale

WESTFIELD -- Washington School
will present Happily Ever After, an
original production, written by Anthony
Tessitore that is sure to be a crowd
pleaser for all those young at heart.

The show follows the efforts of Jake
Grimm and Bev Cleary, two junior
librarians and icons from children’s
literature, who join forces with familiar
heroes from Fantasia to stop to an evil
plot to “renovate” Westfield’s library
by getting rid of its famous fantasy and
fairytale stories. Our heroes know that
whether it be a cranky princess, an
inncocent child, a heroic beast or even
a wicked witch, our fairy-tale charac-
ters help us teach important lessons and
explain the world in a way that’s univer-
sal and binds us across generations.
These stories must be cherished and
protected. You’ll meet characters fa-

miliar to one and all along a magical
journey to save our classic fairytales
and stories of fantasy and magic.

Not only is the show written by a
parent, it’s also directed, choreographed,
produced and performed solely by par-
ents, with the exception of the ever-
popular teachers’ dance number. This
family-friendly musical is the PTO’s
largest fundraiser each year, raising
funds for resources in the classrooms,
teacher grants, school enhancements
and additional programs to enrich the
educational environment for the
school’s 300-plus students.

Performances are Friday, January 25,
at 8 p.m. and Saturday, January 26, at
1:30 and 7 p.m. at Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School, 301 Clark Street in Westfield.
Tickets are $14.50 and can be pur-
chased from https://wes.booktix.com/.

Photo courtesy of Edison Intermediate School
CYBER ROBOTICS...Edison eighth grader Catherine Collins, pictured left, and
Gabriela Gil placed third in the 2018 New Jersey Cyber Robotics Coding
Competition Finals on December 14 at New Jersey Institute of Technology.

Edison 8th Graders Compete
in Cyber Robotics

WESTFIELD — Four eighth grad-
ers at Edison Intermediate School (EIS)
recently competed in teams of two as
finalists in the 2018 New Jersey Cyber
Robotics Competition at the New Jer-
sey Institute of Technology (NJIT) in
Newark, with one of the teams placing
third in the state coding championship.

“Mrs. Paiva and I introduced our
Grade 8 Project Technology students to
Cyber Robotics Coding, using CoderZ
online challenges provided by Intelitek,”
said Eugene Ehrlich who, with Laura
Paiva, teaches computer technology at
EIS. “CoderZ is an online learning en-
vironment that provides students with
mission-based Cyber Robotics Coding
challenges of progressive difficulty lev-
els which guide students through more
demanding coding tasks.”

Students “work to complete missions
that introduce them to mechanics, phys-
ics and programming accompanied by
math, science and engineering princi-

pals,” according to the Cyber Robotics
Coding Competition website.

By learning to program a virtual, 3D
animated robot while planning and
strategizing the virtual robot to partici-
pate in challenges, “students compete
within their class, grade, school, district
and state to win stages and progress to
the finals,” according to the
organization’s website.

Project Technology students
Catherine Collins, Maya Dias, Gabriela
Gil and Aaron Richman advanced to
the finals in the CoderZ online chal-
lenges and were invited to participate in
two-person teams in the state champi-
onship competition at NJIT on Decem-
ber 14.

“I am very proud to report that the
EIS1 Team of Catherine Collins and
Gabriela Gil received the 3rd Place
Cyber Robotics Coding Competition
2018 Championship Award for New
Jersey,” said Mr. Ehrlich.

UC Night at the Theater
Grants Awarded

COUNTY – Westfield and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood high schools are
among the schools in the county which
received grants to support theatre pro-
ductions. The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders announced the
recipients of the new UC Night at the
Theater grant. As part of Freeholder
Chairman Sergio Granados’s “Mov-
ing UNION COUNTY Forward” ini-
tiatives, the new program aims to
help cover the costs of high school
theatre productions and provide arts
enrichment for the community at large.

“The Freeholder Board is pleased
to see so many talented high school
students and theatre provides many
avenues of endeavor to pursue,
whether onstage or behind the scenes,”
said Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados. “It is our hope that these
grants will assist our schools in ex-
panding and enhancing these enrich-
ing opportunities for students, while
engaging more residents in the per-
forming arts as well.”

Over $26,000 in grants were
awarded to help cover the costs of high
school theatre productions slated for
the spring or fall of 2019. The UC
Night at the Theater program is funded
through Moving Union County for-
ward in conjunction with the Union
County Open Space, Historic Preser-
vation and Kids Recreation Trust Fund.

“UC Night at the Theater grants
will help youths in Union County
explore their interests and share their

enthusiasm with family, friends and
neighbors. This program not only
provides resources for high school
students to pursue their creative in-
terests but also encourages the atten-
dance of their local communities in
support of these productions,” said
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella, who
is Chairman of the Trust Fund.

The following is a list of those
which received grants:

Elizabeth: Alexander Hamilton Pre-
paratory Academy, $1,750; Thomas
Jefferson Arts Academy, $1,750.

Hillside: Hillside Public High
Schools, $1,750; Benedictine Acad-
emy, $1,750.

Kenilworth: David Brearley High
School, $1,750.

Linden: Linden High School,
$1,750.

New Providence: New Providence
High School, $1,750.

Plainfield: Academy for the Arts &
Advanced Studies, $1,750.

Rahway: Rahway High School,
$1,750.

Roselle: Abraham Clark High
School, $1,750.

Scotch Plains: Academy of Per-
forming Arts, $1,750; Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School: $1,750.

Summit: Summit High School,
$1,750.

Springfield: Jonathan Dayton High
School, $1,750.

Westfield: Westfield High School,
$1,750.

Jaclyn Winnicki Earns
Pharmacy Degree

CRANFORD — Jaclyn Winnicki,
of Cranford, a student at Fairleigh
Dickinson University’s Florham Cam-
pus, located in Madison, has gradu-
ated with a DPY in Pharmacy as of
May 2018.

Westfield DAR Announces
Student Sewing Contest

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR), a member of
the national organization (NSDAR),
will collaborate on a fashion compe-
tition with Urban Sewciety, a sewing
shop in Westfield.

Students, grades 5 to 12, from the
shop are eligible to participate this
month by entering garments they have
created. The Westfield Chapter will
award first-, second- and third-place
winners. Winners from the local com-
petition will be submitted for the New
Jersey state awards. The deadline for
entries is Thursday, January 31.

There will be two divisions: Junior,
having less than two years of sewing,
and Senior, having two or more years
of sewing. Two categories to enter
will be American history period wear
or Fashion entries, which can include
separates, simple ensembles, dresses,
jackets/outerwear or party/prom gar-
ments. Judging will consider quality
of construction, creativity, difficulty
and selection of pattern and materi-
als.

The registration form, three digital
photographs and a copy of the entry
pattern can be submitted to Fashion
Competition Chairwoman Diana
Kazazis at Diana.kazazis@gmail.com

or contestant registration can be fa-
cilitated at the shop by pre-arrange-
ment. Registration forms are avail-
able by e-mail from Urban Sewciety
or by contacting Ms. Kazazis for
forms and information.

The National Society, Daughters
of the American Revolution
(NSDAR), with a membership of
more than 900,000 women, is a na-
tional volunteer service organization
based on lineage to someone who
fought or gave aid to the American
Revolution. The Westfield Chapter
serves veterans at the American Le-
gion and the Menlo Park and Lyons
Hospital veterans’ facilities. If inter-
ested in being a member of the
Westfield Chapter, contact Lisa Kane
for information at lijoka@verizon.net.

Lambert Named
University Scholar

FANWOOD — Rachel Lambert,
of Fanwood, is among the 265 stu-
dents recently honored as University
Scholars at Susquehanna University.

The annual Scholars Program was
held on October 26 in Susquehanna’s
Stretansky Concert Hall to recognize
and congratulate Susquehanna’s most
successful student scholars. To be
named a University Scholar, students
must have earned a cumulative grade
point average of 3.75 in full-time study
for the past two semesters or equiva-
lent credit hours of part-time study.

Ms. Lambert is an early childhood
education major in the Class of 2020.
A 2016 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, she is the
daughter of Jim and Janet Lambert.
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LIGHT OF DAY...Willie Nile is one of many artists who will perform at the Light
of Day WinterFest 2019 to benefit ongoing battle against Parkinson’s disease.
Outpost in the Burbs, First Congregational Church, 40 South Fullerton, Montclair,
will host the event on January 11, followed by more events at other locations.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FUN TIMES ON NYE...Maestro David Wroe, pictured center and Broadway
singer Cooper Grodin have a bit of  fun performing during the New Jersey Festival
Orchestra New Year’s Eve musical celebration, held at the Westfield High School
auditorium Monday evening.

Light of Day Concert to
Benefit Parkinson’s Research

MONTCLAIR – With a goal of
pushing its 19-year total past $5.5
million in its ongoing battle against
Parkinson’s disease, Light of Day
WinterFest 2019, presented by the
Asbury Park Press, is returning to
Montclair on Friday, January 11, for
Light of Day North Jersey:
Songwriters Up Close and Personal,
for the world-renowned Light of Day
Foundation.

Light of Day North Jersey:
Songwriters Up Close and Personal,
starring Willie Nile, James Maddock,
Danielia Cotton, Williams Honor, and
Joe D’Urso, plus Jon Caspi, Chris-
tine Martucci, Laura Crisci, and Rick
Winowski will be held Friday, Janu-
ary 11 at Outpost in the Burbs, First
Congregational Church, 40 South
Fullerton, Montclair. Doors open 7
p.m.; Showtime is at 8 p.m. Tickets
are $35 ($75 VIP meet and greet) and
available at
www.outpostintheburbs.org.

The 10-day festival will bring over
150 music acts to 30 venues in two
New Jersey cities, New York City,
Philadelphia, and Rockland County,
N.Y., January 11 to 21, following a
holiday season European tour.

In 2018, Light of Day WinterFest
raised enough money to catapult its
18 year cumulative total past the $5-
-million mark. Light of Day
WinterFest 2019 is expected to push
the 19-year total past $5.5 million.
The festival has gained international
notoriety for surprise performances
by Bruce Springsteen in 11 of its 18
years, including his most recent ap-
pearance, in 2015.

Beyond Asbury Park and Montclair,
Light Of Day WinterFest 2019 will
include shows in New York City (Janu-
ary 16 at The Cutting Room), Phila-
delphia (January 12 at World Café
Live), and Rockland County, N.Y.
(January13 at Penguin Rep Theatre
in Stony Point).

Willie Nile’s gem-filled catalog
encompasses blazing rock ’n’ roll,
thoughtful folk-rock, intimate acous-
tic balladry and even an album of Bob
Dylan covers. And while it’s hard to
think of many recording artists who
are doing some of their best work this
far into their careers, Mr. Nile contin-
ues to seek out new creative chal-
lenges and conquer new musical ter-
ritory. He’s amassed an enthusiastic
international fan base along the way
that includes such admirers as Bruce
Springsteen, with whom he’s guested
onstage on several occasions, and
Pete Townshend, who personally re-
quested him as the opening act on the
Who’s historic 1980 U.S. tour. The
list of avowed Nile fans also includes
Bono, Lou Reed, Paul Simon, Ian
Hunter, Graham Parker, Jim
Jarmusch, Little Steven and Lucinda
Williams, who once remarked, “Willie
Nile is a great artist. If there was any
justice in this world, I’d be opening
up for him instead of him for me.” Mr.
Nile is one of the few artists to have
participated in Light of Day every
year since the beginning.

A rock & roll lifer, James Maddock
has been carving his unique path since
the 1980s, when the British-born
singer/songwriter kicked off his ca-
reer with a raw, soulful voice; a
storyteller’s sense of narrative; and
the ability to blur the lines between
folk, classic pop, and rock. Since
those early days in London, he’s rid-
den the wave of a music industry
that’s ebbed, flowed, peaked, and
crashed. Mr. Maddock has stayed
afloat throughout the entire ride, en-
joying a brush with commercial suc-
cess during the late 1990s — includ-
ing a major-label record deal, a Top 5
AAA radio hit, and a song placement
on Dawson’s Creek — before trans-
forming himself into an independent
solo artist during the decades that
followed. Bruce Springsteen is a fan.
So is David Letterman. Listening to
Mr. Maddock’s newest record, “If It
Ain’t Fixed, Don’t Break It,” it’s easy
to see the appeal.

Danielia Cotton closes her latest
record, “The Mystery of Me,” with a
message of resilience. “The dark spots
will appear,” she sings on the title
track. “Just remember, you’re still

here.” Ms. Cotton penned, “The Mys-
tery of Me”—a lovely ode to self-
acceptance — in just one night. The
album’s 10 tracks feature an eclectic
mix of rock and soul, from the soaring
“Set Me Free” to the deeply personal
“Drink” and the upbeat “4 Ur Life,”
which pulls inspiration from classic
Motown, as well as Sly and the Fam-
ily Stone, in this we find Ms. Cotton
coming to terms with her newfound
happiness. The song’s carpe-diem
message also makes it a call to arms
for the younger generation in our
current political climate, she adds. “I
just feel like we need that right now.
It’s saying something that needs to be
heard, but not in a way where you’re
like ‘goddamn.’ It’s not throwing it in
your face, but it’s also like ‘this is it,
the moment it changes.’” It’s a strik-
ingly optimistic message, one that
Ms. Cotton’s arrived at after endur-
ing some incredibly difficult times —
where she dropped into an abomi-
nable low. But “The Mystery of Me”
sees the Hopewell, N.J.-born singer/
songwriter rising from the ashes of
that tumultuous period and finding a
new healthier perspective. “This is
sort of the album that’s coming up to
the other side,” she says. “This is me
standing more solidly on the ground.”

Straight from Asbury Park’s leg-
endary music scene, comes Williams
Honor, an unstoppable collision of
likeminded influence, chemistry and
a true love for country music. Singer
and performer powerhouse Reagan
Richards and producer/multi-instru-
mentalist Gordon Brown have come
together to show the world their love
for modern country by building on
the years of tradition, harmonies and
story songs the genre continues to
pride itself on. After spending years
separately in Nashville and never run-
ning into each other, they both were
writing, recording and touring for
other projects and artists. They felt
the need to live up to the legend of
where they came from with their own
version of country by the sea.

Just returning from Light of Day
Europe, Joe D’Urso and Stone Cara-
van, an Americana/Jersey Shore/Rock
& Roll band, are a Light of Day
fixture, who, like Willie Nile, have
played WinterFest every year since
its inception. Their brand-new 14th
CD, “Jersey Diner,” features 11 songs
written by Mr. D’Urso and three tunes
penned by Tom Waits, Bruce
Springsteen and Sandy/Harry Chapin.

Michele Ragusa to
Guest Instruct

SCOTCH PLAINS — Actress
Michele Ragusa will be teaching a song
interpretation and audition prep work-
shop as a guest instructor at Theatrical
Artist’s Prep in Scotch Plains. The
workshop will only have 10 students
and is open to teens and adults 14 and
older. It will run from Sunday, January
13, to January 20, and will take place on
Sundays from noon to 3 p.m.

Ms. Ragusa is an actress with cred-
its that span from Broadway to televi-
sion. She plans to use her extensive
experience to help students learn to
connect with their audition songs and
leave a lasting impression on casting
directors.

Theatrical Artist’s Prep is located
at 401 Park Avenue, Unit B, Scotch
Plains.

Students must send an electronic
headshot and resume, as well as a 16-
bar song choice to
TheatricalArtistsPrep@gmail.com, in
advance. The workshop cost is $280
per student. For more information
regarding the workshop, please con-
tact Samantha Hahn-Simpson.

Alexis Morrast Is Set to
‘Dazzle’ at Watchung Arts

WATCHUNG – Alexis Morrast,
the recipient of “The Best Up and
Coming Young Artist Award” 2017
by Hot House magazine and 2017
winner of
“Showtime at the
Apollo” is all set to
razzle and dazzle
the audience at The
Watchung Arts
Center on Saturday,
January 19, at 8
p.m. The concert
will be followed by
a dessert reception
and an opportunity
to meet Alexis
Morrast.

S i n g e r / s o n g
writer Morrast, the
17-year-old marvel
and native of New-
ark, now residing in
Plainfield, began
singing at the age
of three. Since that
time, she’s performed on several
stages: the U.S. Open in 2013; the
2015 Central Jersey Jazz Festival in
New Brunswick, featuring trumpet

player Sean Jones; NJPAC with Chris-
tian McBride; the world-renowned
Apollo Theatre, where she emerged
as two-time Amateur Night winner

and later returned
as their Special
Guest, and Dizzy’s
Coca-Cola Club
with jazz legend
Barry Harris. Fur-
thermore, Ms.
Morrast’s’s re-
sounding tone was
also heard on the
Millennium Stage
of The Kennedy
Center, Lincoln
Center, and more
recently abroad in
Cape Town South
Africa and Austria.
She’s worked with
greats like Greg
Phillinganes, Steve
Jordan, Ray Chew,
Lisa Fischer,

Michael Feinstein and Tony Award
winner Christine Ebersole to name a
few.

Despite her young age, Ms. Morrast
has had the opportunity to “sit in” or
work with greats such as Ray Chew,
Amina Figorova, Alvester Garnett and
the incredible Bertha Hope. She stud-
ied under Conrad Herwig, taking part
in several jazz events and venues.
She feels “blessed, honored [and]
humbled” to have been able to meet-
and-greet countless musicians and
performers including Dionne
Warwick, Lalah Hathaway, Twinkie
Clark, Danny Mixon and Randy
Weston.

Her first artistic influences were
her mom, dad, and her aunt Vernell,
a recording artist in the group Koffee
Brown. She counts Stevie Wonder,
Cecile McLorin Salvant, Ella
Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan and Lalah
Hathaway among the many artists
whose instrumental genius, raw vo-
cal talents or a combination of the
two have influenced her own musi-
cal style.

Tickets for this performance are
$18 in advance, $22 ($20 for WAC
members, $10 for students) at the
door. Purchase tickets securely
through Eventbrite, or by mailing a
check to the Watchung Arts Center.
Please include an e-mail address and
phone numbers with mail orders.
During our office hours, you may also
purchase tickets in person.

The Watchung Arts Center, located
at 18 Stirling Road in Watchung on
the Watchung Circle, is a multi-disci-
plinary arts facility serving Watchung,
the surrounding communities and the
Tri-State Area. To obtain more infor-
mation about upcoming perfor-
mances, classes and workshops, and
monthly art exhibitions, or for office
hours, please visit WatchungArts.org
or call (908) 753-0190.

Alexis Morrast
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History of Josephine, The
Empress Gardened

Grant to The Theater Project
Supports Young Playwrights
UNION — The Theater Project,

presenting programs in Cranford,
Maplewood, Union and Rahway, re-
cently received a $500 grant from
Investors Foundation. The grant will
help further Theater Project’s mis-
sion of encouraging the next genera-
tion of writers by supporting its 17th
annual Competition for Young Play-
wrights.

“We are deeply grateful for this
gift,” said Theater Project Artistic
Director Mark Spina. “Now more
than ever, young people need to be
encouraged to develop critical think-
ing skills through arts participation,
and the grant from the Investors Foun-
dation supports them by helping us
provide public recognition of their
work.”

Every year, The Theater Project
receives short plays from students all
over New Jersey. Winners receive
cash prizes and see their work per-

formed by professional actors at the
March awards ceremony. On the day
of the ceremony, the judges and mem-
bers of The Theater Project’s Adult
Playwrights Workshop also offer half-
hour tutorials to any interested con-
test entrant. Several past winners of
the Playwrights Competition have
gone on to pursue degrees in theater
and playwriting, and they often return
to this event to present prizes and
share their journeys with the newest
honorees.

This year’s submission deadline is
January 21, 2019. The website con-
tains all the necessary entry guide-
lines and formatting rules:
TheTheaterProject.org.

The Theater Project is an award-
winning professional company in
Union, NJ, where it will offer a sum-
mer theater festival in 2019. The com-
pany also offers events in Cranford,
Maplewood and Rahway.

Play Reading at
Cranford Library

CRANFORD — On Saturday,
January 12, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Cranford Public Library, located at
224 Walnut Avenue, The Theatre
Project will present a staged, script-
in-hand reading of an original play,
followed by a discussion with the
playwright, director and cast. The
Theater Project is an acclaimed pro-
fessional theater group and the win-
ner of two NJ Tony Awards. This
program is sponsored by the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library. Ad-
mission is free and all are welcome.

Literary Café at
Library this Saturday
CRANFORD -- The library will

hold its Literary Café on Saturday,
January 12, from 11:15 a.m. to 12:15
p.m. Literary Café is a book chat
program. The format is simple: Bring
a few of your recent favorite books
and tell the other members of the
group what you like about them. If
you don’t have a copy of the book you
want to talk about, that’s okay, too.
The books can be new or old, fiction
or non-fiction, classic or contempo-
rary. There is no required reading,
and you will have the opportunity to
learn about books recommended by
other group members. Refreshments
will be served, courtesy of the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library. Reg-
istration is not required. Admission is
free and all are welcome. Sessions
take place in the Raddin Room at the
Cranford Public Library, located at
224 Walnut Avenue.

CRANFORD — Garden Historian
Lesley Parness will give a special
presentation, “Josephine — The Em-
press Gardened” on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 22, at 7 p.m. at the Cranford
Community Center.

The event is hosted by The Hanson
Park Conservancy. Ms. Parness will
discuss how French Empress
Josephine’s fine taste informed 18th
and 19th century style, from couture
fashion to interior design. Likewise,
she was influenced by her Caribbean
heritage, her narrow escape from the
guillotine, and her legendary love for
flowers.

When divorced from her husband,
Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte, this
powerful style-maker and lifelong
fashionista focused her energies on
her estate, Malmaison. There,
Josephine’s passion for plants grew
and bloomed. Her legendary love of
roses stopped a war, cost a fortune,
set explorers to sail, and started a

floral industry that endures today.
Ms. Parness is the retired superin-

tendent of horticultural education at
New Jersey’s Morris County Park
Commission where she oversaw pro-
gramming at The Frelinghuysen Ar-
boretum, Willowwood Arboretum and
Bamboo Brook Outdoor Education
Center. She is a member of the Herb
Society of America, The Council on
Horticultural and Botanical Litera-
ture, and Garden State Gardens, a
consortium of New Jersey’s public
gardens of which she is a founding
member.

The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford. The program is free and
open to the public. No registration is
required, but seating is available on a
first-come, first-serve basis. This pre-
sentation is sponsored by the Hanson
Park Conservancy. To learn more,
please visit,
www.hansonparkconservancy.com.

Screening of Notting
Hill at SP Lib.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The library’s
Friday Film this Friday, January 11 is
Notting Hill. It will be screened on
January 11 from noon to 2 p.m. Each
Friday the library will screen a film
downstairs as part of its Friday Films.

Every Friday in January, the library
will be showing movies starring Julia
Roberts. No registration is necessary.

Notting Hill (PG-13, 124 min.) is
about an American movie star who
falls for a shy Brit who owns a book-
store in the title neighborhood. Also
starring Hugh Grant.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
Scotch Plains.

Arts and Entertainment
Events at Area Libraries

Tai Chi on Tap at
Westfield Library

WESTFIELD — Learn all about
Tai Chi, the Chinese tradition of mar-
tial arts movements that has become
a gentle way to exercise and reduce
stress, with Certified Tai Chi Instruc-
tor Gang Huan, Thursday, January
10, from 7 to 8 p.m., at the Westfield
Memorial Library.  This program will
teach the ways of Tai Chi, and then
show the class its various movements.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Reception for Abstract
Artist on Jan. 13

SCOTCH PLAINS — A gallery
exhibit and reception will be held at
the Scotch Plains Public Library on
Sunday, January 13, from 2 to 3:30
p.m. It will feature the abstract art-
work of Lana Liddy-LaPadura that
will be on display through Tuesday,
January 29 in the downstairs gallery
space. The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue.

Ms. Liddy-LaPadura is the 2018
winner of the “Judges Choice Award”
at the Roselle Park Juried Arts Festi-
val. Find out more about her work at
www.lanaliddylapadura.com.

Jewelry Making at the
Scotch Plains Library
SCOTCH PLAINS – A Jewelry

Making Club workshop will be held
January 14 from 10 to 11 a.m. at the
library. Registration and your own
materials are required. See https://
www.scotlib.org/event for materials
needed and how to register online.
The public is invited to join the fun of
the Jewelry Making Club and be
amazed at what can be done under the
expert guidance of instructor Perthea
Brown. This month’s project will be a
bracelet made with hemp cord and
seed beads. The Scotch Plains Public
Library is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue.

Guided Meditation At
Mountainside Library
MOUNTAINSIDE — Sally

Younghans will return to the library
for a special fall series on mindful-
ness on Thursday, January 17, from 7
to 8 p.m.

Learning to be more mindful and
incorporating techniques that Ms.
Younghans will share have proven to
decrease stress and improve overall
health and well being. This series is
for everyone, from beginners to those
with experience. The Mountainside
Public Library is located at One Con-
stitution Plaza.

Knitting Club at
Garwood Library

GARWOOD — An adult knitting
club will take place Thursdays and
Mondays at 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the
library. The Knitting Club is open to
all levels. Whether you’re a beginner
or you want to share your vast knowl-
edge of knitting, spend an hour being
creative and socializing. No Regis-
tration required. Check the library
calendar for any holiday closings or
changes to the schedule. The Garwood
Public Library is located at 411 Third
Avenue. Call (908) 789-1670 for more
information.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

History of the Jersey
Shore Presentation

MONTCLAIR — The Victorian
Society of America will present The
History of the Jersey Shore on Mon-
day January 21, from 7:30 p.m. at the
Montclair Womens Club, 82 Union
St., Montclair. Admission: $5 non-
members, Free for members.

Everyone has heard of the pirates
of the Caribbean, but have you heard
of the pirates of New Jersey? At one
time, the coast of New Jersey was
infested with pirates and privateers.
This and other colorful facts about
the New Jersey coastline will be the
subject of historian Kevin Woyce’s
talk on Monday, January 21, at the
monthly meeting of the Victorian
Society in America’s New Jersey
chapter. Mr. Woyce will give a tour of
our coastal history, from the days of
pirates and shipwrecks to the found-
ing of today’s popular summer re-
sorts. The presentation will include
slides featuring photographs, maps
and images of historic places, people
and events.

The Victorian Society of America
was founded to protect and preserve
— as well as to promote understand-
ing, education and enjoyment of –
our 19th Century heritage. The North-
ern New Jersey Chapter of the VSA
holds a meeting with a presentation
by a guest speaker each month. Meet-
ings are held at the Montclair Womens
Club at 82 Union Street in Montclair.
Admission is $5 for non-members.
Refreshments are served. For further
information, visit the website
victoriansannj.org.
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Westfield’s Gingerbread House
Contest Winners Announced

WESTFIELD – The winners of the
town’s first gingerbread house con-
test have been announced.

Grand Prize: Best
Across All Catego-
ries went to the gin-
gerbread creation of
the Westfield Train
Station.

Family/Group Ef-
fort went to Saint
Nick’s Church. Iconic
Building/Location,
went to the depiction
of the Watcher House.

The gingerbread
depiction of the build-
ing where Michael
Robert Construction is
located, as well as Elm
Street, received Hon-
orable Mention.

The winning prize
for the Under 14 Kids Only category
went to Edison School, and Little
House received Honorable Mention.

The gingerbread creations are on
display in the windows of local busi-
nesses: Edison School is at Sole Shoes,
the Westfield Train Station and Michael
Roberts are in Savory Spice Shop,
Saint Nick’s Church is in Patricia and

Under 14 Kids Only Winner
Edison School

Grand Prize Winner
Westfield Train Station

Family/Group Effort Winner
Saint Nick Church

Paul, Elm Street is in
the side window of
Columbia Bank,
Little House is in
Blende, and The
Watcher House is at
the Salad House.

Sponsors of the contest were
Northfield Bank, Bovellas Pastry

Shoppe, Erin Ben-Heyon and David
Realty.

Photo by Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MUSIC IS INTERGALACTIC...The float from Cal-Poly Universities utilizes the theme “Far Out Frequencies” for their
entry in the 130th Rose Parade in Pasadena, Calif. on January 1.

By DEAN TALCOTT

FANWOOD — When I tap into my
silver maples in winter 2019, it will
be my seventh year of maple sugar-
ing. Last year I made about one gal-
lon of syrup, my best season ever!
Before I started maple sugaring, I
researched the
topic and spoke
to a person who
did this at a na-
ture enter.

Sugar maples
are the best tree
to tap, but there
aren’t many
around this area.
I use my 2 to 30-
inch diameter sil-
ver maples. I’ve
also tapped my
neighbor’s two
red maples, but,
for whatever the
reason, they didn’t yield as much sap.

The process is simple. The tree
should have a minimum diameter of
10 inches. I use a 3/8-inch drill bit and
drill about two inches into the tree
around chest high. Then I place a
“stile” into the hole and tap it lightly
with a hammer to secure it. For every
additional 10 inches of diameter, you

can install another stile. It works best
on the south side of the tree. Local
nature centers sell stiles.

The time to tap into the tree is
usually the end of January. I’ve done
it as early as mid-January. The weather
should be freezing at night and above
freezing during the day. The period
for maple sugaring lasts about four
weeks. After that time, there is less
sugar in the sap. I use new paint cans
that have been sanitized. When the
sap is running it drips. It usually runs
for a couple to a few days then stops.
There’s four or five runs a season.

The time-consuming part is boiling
the sap to evaporate off the water. My
first year, I used the side burner of my
propane grill. It took six hours. My
second year, I bought a 30,00 BTU
burner. It only takes three hours.

I boil four gallons of sap down to a
pint of syrup. I
pour the syrup
through two lay-
ers of cheesecloth.
When the season
is over, I pour the
syrup into clean
mason jars and
store them in a re-
frigerator.

This is not an
economical thing
to do. It is my mid-
winter hobby and
I always look for-
ward to it. Besides
having delicious

maple syrup, I get to talk about it
when I’m teaching fourth-graders for
the Rutgers Master Tree Stewards. If
you would like to find out about the
Master Tree Steward program, please
contact Jim Nichnadowicz at Rutgers
Cooperative Extension of Union
County at (908) 654-9854 or by e-
mail at jnichnadowicz@ucnj.org.

Dean Talcott tapping his sugar maple
tree in preparation to make syrup.

Boiling the sap from a sugar maple tree
evaporates the water in order to yield
maple syrup.

Photo by Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BALLERINA BEAUTY... Gleaming in the sunshine, this float by UPS was deemed an award winner in the “Most Beautiful”
category at the Rose Parade on New Year’s Day in Pasadena, Calif. Comprised of totally natural items like seeds, bark,
ground herbs and husks as well as flowers, this entry was entitled, “Books Keep Us On Our Toes.”

Taking Time to Smell the Roses
(and See the Rose Bowl Parade)

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CALIFORNIA — “It’s on my
bucket list.” I heard that statement
dozens of times when telling friends
that I had signed up for a package tour
of the Tournament of Roses Parade in
Pasadena, California. In The Wizard
of Oz, Dorothy and her friends are
told, “Pay no attention to the man
behind the curtain,” but sometimes
it’s interesting to peek into what goes
on “behind the curtain” in a parade of
this magnitude. With that in mind, I
scheduled the four-day trip that in-
cluded a behind-the-scenes look at
actual float construction. The side
trip to the Rosemont Pavilion, one of
the float construction hangars, two
days before the parade, proved to be
fascinating.

In the hangar, we were first greeted
by the specialty cars that were to
chauffeur celebrities like Grand Mar-
shal Chaka Khan. They featured
saddle bags of flowers overflowing
on the front and back and sides of the
car in shades of purple, fuchsia with
bright green accents. The floral de-
signer, J. Keith White, was there add-
ing finishing touches to the shiny black
1920s roadster’s décor.

Many of the floats, we learned, are
built by professional float building
companies that take practically a year
to design and construct. Mechanical
engineers draw up blue prints and work
closely with the sponsor of each float
to satisfy the organization’s vision.

One of the exceptions to this gen-
eral plan was the float designed and
constructed entirely by students from
California Polytechnic Universities
of Pomona and San Luis Obispo cam-
puses. Their floats have been built
entirely by the students since 1949
and often win prizes for their ingenu-
ity. This year’s design, a colorful,
whimsical float projected the “Melody
of Life” theme of the parade. It fea-
tured two astronauts surrounded by
little green men who were playing

musical instruments. The work was
titled, “Far Out Frequencies.” The
guitar held by an astronaut was com-
prised of coconut, palm bark, lettuce
seeds, onion seed and melaleuca bark.

The arch and rocks on Cal-Poly’s
float were a combination of golden
flax seed, crushed flax seed, millet
and crushed almond shell. The flower
foliage used aspidistra and anthurium.
Their spider flowers, made up of dark
purple statice and light statice, were
held in place with a special white

SMELLING THE ROSES...Arts & Entertainment Leader writer/photographer
Susan Dougherty gets a tour of the behind-the-scenes production of the Rose
Parade floats in Pasadena, Calif. These gigantic white flowers, which were made
of seeds and dried flower parts, were a part of the float that was sponsored by Blue
Diamond Almonds.

glue. The volunteers, who were at
various spots in the hangar, explained
that there were no fewer than 15 types
of glue that adhered the substances to
the figures and shapes.

Glue proved important for this year’s
event when meteorologists predicted
Santa Anna winds might gust up to 50
mph just in time for the 8 a.m. parade.
Luckily, those predictions didn’t pan
out and the parade itself saw bright
blue skies and chilly, 40-degree tem-
peratures. The bleachers, packed with
thousands of people, provided its own
heat because of the tight quarters.

With a new appreciation for the
time, energy and manpower that went
into this international production that
is presented each New Year’s Day, I
watched the parade with its total of 90
floats, marching bands and eques-
trian units make its way down the 5.5-
mile route.

Writer’s Note: The correct name of
the parade is the Rose Parade or the
Tournament of Roses Parade. Many
of us erroneously refer to it as the
Rose Bowl Parade because it hap-
pens the morning of the Rose Bowl!

Westfield Community
Players Opens The

Foreigner on Saturday
WESTFIELD -- The Foreigner, a

comedy by Larry Shue, opens Satur-
day, January 12, at 8 p.m. at Westfield
Community Players (WCP).

The show will run January 12, 19,
25, 26, at 8 p.m. and January 20 at 2
p.m. Tickets are $22, and for military
and students, $10.

Requests for tickets are now avail-
able via internet at
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org
or Box Office (24 Hour Ticket Tape),
by calling (908) 232-1221.

The two-act comedy is directed by
Linda Correll, produced by Kay
Macrae, and stage managed by Lynn
Lampariello

WCP is located at 1000 North Av-
enue West, Westfield.

A Guide to Maple Sugaring
By Fanwood Resident Talcott
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Experience was definitely on
the side of the visiting Cranford
High School wrestling team that
recorded a 44-15 victory over a
scrappy Raider squad in Scotch
Plains on January 4. The 4-0
Cougars won 10 of the 14 bouts
but the primary focus was on
three bouts in the upper weight
classes that featured tough op-
ponents on both teams.

The match began at the 106-lb
class where Raider Ethan
Costanzo was trailing Ronan

Waters, 2-0, but managed to
clamp him in a cradle 21 seconds
into the second period to give the
Raiders a 6-0 team lead. But the
fans were really waiting for the
showdowns that were to come
towards the later portion of the
match, beginning at 182-lbs with
Raider Alex Oslislo facing Justin
Alpaugh-McLean and following
with bouts between Cougar Zach
Blevins and Zach Zimmerman at
195-lbs and Raider Eddie Smith
and Matt Doran at 220-lbs.

“Cranford, they are a tough
team. They got their kids going

in the off-season. You see they
are coached very well. They are
talented. We are young, we are
inexperienced but man, not get-
ting pinned, wrestling tough for
six minutes coming up to our
hammers! You can see the phi-
losophy that we are teaching,
aggressiveness, non stop, con-
ditioning. You can see that the
younger guys are picking it up.
Even our 106 pounder, Ethan
Costanzo, getting a pin. That
was outstanding,” Raider Head
Coach Marc Fabiano expressed.

Oslislo initiated a single trip
takedown and Alpaugh-McLean
escaped but Oslislo used his foot-
ball skills to add a double-leg
tackle. Oslislo let his opponent

up in an effort to add another
takedown but the first period
ended. Oslislo escaped in the
second period to take a 5-2 lead
then Alpaugh-McLean escaped
in the third period. The two
battled on their feet but when
Alpaugh-McLean attempted a
throw, Oslislo countered with a

five-point lateral drop to claim a
10-3 decision.

“We have been working on the
upper body throws. You can see
it in his eyes, he believes in
himself. He believes his skills.
He’s pushing Eddie. He’s pushing
Zimm. They are pushing each
other. It’s only going to get bet-
ter from here,” Coach Fabiano
promised.

“A few kids on my team have
wrestled him before. I love the
double leg, trying to perfect it.
This week we have been working
a lot on throws, so when I was on
the body lock, I felt comfortable.
That’s where I wanted to be,”
Oslislo said.

At 195-lbs, Blevins began with
a lift-and-spin takedown and
Zimmerman escaped. In the sec-

OSLISLO, ZIMMERMAN, SMITH RECORD KEY VICTORIES; BENCIVENGA, HALPIN, ROPER WIN

Cougar Wrestlers Roll Past Scrappy SPF Raiders, 44-15
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ond period, Blevins escaped to
take a 3-1 lead but Zimmerman
hit a double-leg takedown.
Blevins escaped again but
Zimmerman got another double-
leg takedown. Blevins escaped.
Tied 5-5 in the third period,
Zimmerman escaped and added
another takedown. Blevins es-
caped but Zimmerman added a
defensive spin takedown to grab
a 10-6 decision.

“I’ve got a lot of history with
him. Now, I beat him twice. He
beat me once. It’s a fight to the
end. Never stop! He had a good
snap [down] in the beginning
then I started working on him,”
Zimmerman said.

At 220-lbs, Doran was very
nearly taken down in the first
period but fought off the assault
to earn a takedown himself. Smith

escaped and added a bulldog,
inside trip takedown.

“I started off a little slow. Let
him get the first takedown but I
was able to push myself. I wanted
to test my cardio a little bit. The
inside trip I have been working
on that a lot with Oslislo,” Smith
revealed.

Doran escaped in the second
period but Smith pulled off a slick
duck-under takedown. Doran es-
caped but Smith came back with
a defensive spin behind takedown.
In the third period, Smith es-
caped to take an 8-4 lead but
Doran fought back with a
takedown. Smith escaped then
sealed the victory with another

impressive duck-under takedown.
Doran escaped but Smith would
claim an 11-7 victory.

“I noticed he was pressuring
into me a lot. All of his weight
was on his feet, so I was able to
slip behind him. Practice makes
perfect,” Smith emphasized.

“Eddie Smith looked like a 120-
pounder. His duck unders, his
movement, his effort,” Coach
Fabiano expressed.

“We needed to pull out some
big ones up top. We went 3-for-
3. All three of us wrestled tough
and pulled out wins,” Oslislo said.

“Those kids up top are tough.
It’s all about a philosophy of
toughness. Tonight with those
three guys, it came through. It’s
great for the momentum into
next week at counties,” Coach

Cranford Cougar Wrestlers Roll Past Scrappy Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 44-15

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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worked a pair of low single
takedowns and a pair of switch
reversals to grab a 9-1 majority
decision over Bobby Root.

Coming off a fine third-place
showing at the Tunkhannock Pa.
Tournament in which the Cou-
gars placed second among 26
teams, nearly all from Pennsyl-
vania, Conor Halpin went to work
with a takedown clinic and added
an arm bar-to-stretch headlock
nearfall to seize a 13-1 majority
decision over Martin Rogoff at
145-lbs.

As to the Cougars performance
at Tunkhannock, Halpin said,
“Going into Day 2, we knew we
had to get the next best thing.
For me that was taking third. We
wanted to pile up those team
points and we ended up nicely.
They kind of had a chip on their
shoulder for us. We took that as
motivation.”

On his bout with Rogoff, he
added, “Coach told me build a
lead and work for six. A lot of my
takedowns are putting two shots
together. I like to counter off his
attacks and counter off my bad
shots.”

AJ Bencivenga, who placed sec-
ond at Tunkhannock, showcased
his fabulous modified fireman
takedowns before catching Noah
Samms in 1:58 with a quick pull-
back pin at 152-lbs.

“I am always doing it, always
going for the five points, put him
right to his back for a quick pin.
I think he knew it was coming but
I had a Turk in. He was squirm-
ing, so I tucked the bar in an
pulled him back,” Bencivenga
explained.

As to his tournament outing,
He said, “My finals match was 9-
7. I got two technical points taken

away from me. My first kid was
the 12th seed. I pinned him in 34
seconds. Next kid was the eighth
seed. I pinned him. I had the
second seed in the semis and
pinned him in 1:40, so I was on a
roll going into the finals.”

At 160-lbs, Cougar Ky’ell Roper
recorded four takedowns and a
slip-through reversal to defeat a
scrappy Tim Roden 10-4. Cougar
Evan Kanterman converted his
takedown to a half nelson to pin
John O’Connor in 1:10 at 170-
lbs. In the final bout of the evening
at 285-lbs, Cougar Kevin Shriner
earned a 3-1 decision over CJ
Estevez.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
106: — Costanzo (S) p Waters 2:21
113: — Fernandez (C) d Carinhas 5-1
120: — Reilly (C) p Burke 1:14
126: — Kalnins (C) p Robinson 1:00
132: — Smith (C) d Robinson 5-0
138: — Korzeneski (C) md Root 9-1
145: — Halpin (C) md Rogoff 13-1
152: — Bencivenga (C) p Samms 1:58
160: — Roper (C) d Roden 10-4
170: — Kanterman (C) p O’Connor 1:10
182: — Oslislo (S) d McLean 10-3
195: — Zimmerman (S) d Blevins 10-6
220: — Smith (S) d Doran 11-7
285: — Shriner (C) d Estevez 3-1

Fabiano said.
The Cougars won the 113-lb

bout when Will Fernandez used a
fireman’s takedown and a walk-
around takedown to decision
Andre Carinhas, 5-1. The Cou-
gars took a 9-6 team lead when
Brendan Reilly pinned Jack Burke
in 1:14 with a tight waist/half

nelson at 120-lbs. At 126-lbs,
Cougar Pat Kalnins worked a
double arm bar to stack Kyle
Robinson in 1:00. Cougar Dean
Smith exercised a single-to-
double leg takedown and a low
single takedown to defeat An-
thony Robinson, 5-0, at 132-lbs.
At 138-lbs, Jack Korzeneski
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Sara Todisco Sworn In As Garwood
Mayor, Youngest to Hold Position
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Sara Todisco was
sworn into office as the Mayor of
Garwood at the annual borough
reorganization meeting held on
January 2. Ms. Todisco is the
youngest person in Garwood’s
history to serve as mayor. Newly-
elected Democratic council can-
didates Michael Ince and Sean
Benoit were sworn into office for
three-year terms. Councilman
Marc Lazarow was approved by
Mayor Todisco and the council to
serve as council president.

“One of the most impactful
people in my life was my late
grandfather Frank Todisco. With
family roots going back to before
Garwood was even incorporated
as Garwood, he loved this town,”
said Mayor Todisco, describing
during her public address how
“honored” she is to serve as

Garwood’s mayor.
Mayor Todisco outlined personal

expectations of her mayoral ten-
ure during a “state-of-the-bor-
ough” address, including the
launch of an “official Garwood so-
cial media page in the next 100
days.” Mayor Todisco stated “quar-
terly meetings” will now be held to
increase communication between
the planning board, council and
the board of education.

“I envision Garwood to stay
true to its small-town core, even
as it faces changes and chal-
lenges. I envision Garwood to
always remember and treasure
its rich 116-year history. How-
ever, I also envision Garwood to
adapt with the times to ensure
communication is improved so
residents know what is going on
in town,” Mayor Todisco said.

Mayor Todisco announced the
establishment of a Citizens’ Ad-

visory Panel to “solicit resident
feedback about potential capital
projects,” namely road projects
and professional equipment.

The borough’s municipal street
sweeper is over 18 years old and
is no longer “operable,” stated
Mayor Todisco. “Putting together
a vote to finance much-needed
equipment is an initial priority
(the) council will address,” she
said. “I cannot turn this vision
into a reality alone. To all of you
on this dais (council members),
we are a team who will share in
our future success together.”

Mayor Todisco stated she
wanted to address bipartisan col-
laboration, emphasizing a “coun-
cil team of six” not a 5-to-1
Democratic majority.

“I will be your biggest ally and
your biggest supporter,” said
Mayor Todisco, pledging assis-
tance to all council members
throughout their terms.

Mayor Todisco stated that she
has been “fortunate” to have
served on every council subcom-
mittee. Previous subcommittee
experience, Mayor Todisco
stated, can translate to insight
for each council member tasked
with subcommittee challenges.

“I mean that from the bottom
of my heart. It’s not about Demo-
crat or Republican. We are here
in service to our community, not
to a party,” the mayor said.

New residents will be met with
“open arms,” stated  Mayor
Todisco.

“Whether a homeowner or
renter, whether a lifelong resi-
dent or newcomer, or whether a
child or a senior citizen, together
we are, and will always be, one
Garwood,” Mayor Todisco said.

She stated that “over the next
four years,” Garwood’s down-

Patrick Giblin Sworn In As
Cranford Mayor for 2019

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township will
start the new year with a new
mayor. During the governing
body’s reorganization meeting
January 2, the township commit-
tee nominated and elected unani-
mously Democrat Patrick Giblin
as committee chairman and
mayor for 2019.

Former Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. was re-elected to the
committee and will serve an-
other three-year term. The five-
person body also will see Com-
missioner Ann Dooley reassume
the position of deputy mayor in
2019.

Mayor Giblin began his address
by highlighting the importance
of federal support and the im-
pact Congress has on the future
of Cranford.

Mr. Giblin was supported by his

brother, Ted Giblin, who is a
councilman in Verona, and his
father, Thomas Giblin, a state
assemblyman, as he began his
tenure as mayor.

“Tomorrow morning (January
3), I head down to Washington,
D.C., for the swearing in of Tom
Malinowski, our newest Con-
gressman here in the 7th Con-
gressional district,” Mayor Giblin
said. “It’s vital a town like
Cranford continues to push on
Congress and work with Con-
gressman Malinowski, Senators
(Cory) Booker and (Robert)
Menendez,” he said.

“I know there’s lots of talk about
different things that may or not
be funded down in Washington
right now, but I like to think
flood-control projects are para-
mount,” said Mayor Giblin. “These
are things [projects] that won’t

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
NEW ORDER IN CRANFORD... Township Clerk Patricia Donahue adminis-
ters the oath of office to 2019 Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin, pictured right, as
he is surrounded by family members at the January 2 Cranford Township
Committee reorganization meeting.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
NEW GARWOOD MAYOR...Sara Todisco, pictured center, is sworn into office
as the Mayor of Garwood on January 2 by Municipal Clerk Christina Ariemma
as New Jersey First Lady Tammy Murphy, pictured left, watches. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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be funded without their help.”
Additionally, the newly sworn

in mayor’s speech emphasized
the importance of a project to
address “the aging infrastruc-
ture of the tunnel going into New
York City.”

“We intend to stay on top of
them – to let them know how
important these things are that
we rely on for federal funding,”
Mr. Giblin said.

Additionally, the mayor will con-
tinue pushing NJ Transit towards
resuming Midtown direct limited
service. “It’s critical we get that
back,” said Mayor Giblin, citing
the fact that many move to
Cranford in order to gain an ease
of access into the city.

Although the tone of the night
was celebratory and optimistic
with it being the first public meet-
ing in the new year, looming
challenges confronting Cranford
were captured in the deputy
mayor’s speech.

“To my colleagues, I wish us all
wisdom and clarity as what should
prove to be a very challenging
year as we confront some very
new and changing winds,” Deputy
Mayor Dooley said. “Marijuana
legislation, liquor license
changes, our constitutional re-
sponsibility to redevelop. The ex-
traordinary traffic and transpor-
tation challenges along North and
South Avenues. The ever-present
challenge regarding storm water
and flood mitigation,” said Deputy
Mayor Dooley. “Let’s get to work
and have a successful 2019.”

Commissioner Mary O’Connor,
the sole Republican on the town-
ship committee, used her time at
the end of the meeting to further
allude to challenges in the year
ahead.

 “We still face challenges: flood
control, keeping our taxes stable
while continuing to provide the
public safety and services so
important to our residents,” she
said. “And we must continue to
fight for affordable-housing laws

that are fair to everyone. That
must include consideration of
residents and taxpayers who
have supported towns like
Cranford for many years. Poli-
cies that do not take infrastruc-
ture, public safety and the qual-
ity of education into account sim-
ply do not make sense,” she said.

Notable appointments during
Wednesday’s reorganization
meeting included the reappoint-
ment of Borough Attorney Ryan
Cooper, which was done through
a roll call vote with a three-
member majority. The vote saw
Commissioner O’Connor abstain-
ing, and Commissioner Hannen
voting in opposition, while the
other three members voted yes.

The resolution portion of the
meeting also saw important ap-
pointments, including Norman
Albert appointed as municipal
prosecutor, John DeMassi as pub-
lic defender and Jared B. Weiss
as alternate public defender. All
three positions are one-year
terms set to expire on December
31.

The mayoral appointments of
township commissioners for 2019
include Ms. O’Connor as com-
missioner of finance, Ms. Dooley
as commissioner of public safety,
Mr. Hannen as commissioner of
building and zoning, and Jean-
Albert Maisonneuve as commis-
sioner of public works and engi-
neering.

town business district “will expe-
rience a rejuvenation with in-
creased walkability and
sustainability.”

“A small town like ours can only
thrive with the enthusiasm and
energy of the community and its
volunteers. For that reason, I’d
like to see us celebrate all those
that contribute to making our
town great by creating a Com-
munity Spirit Awards Program,”
Mayor Todisco said.

Nomination forms will be avail-
able on the borough’s website
and in Borough Hall, stated Mayor
Todisco. “Dedicated volunteers,”
“generous business owners” or
“a neighbor who goes above and
beyond” can be nominated to be
recognized as “the biggest cham-
pions of our community,” stated
Mayor Todisco.

The mayor also said she was
expanding the public commen-
tary portion of council meetings
from three minutes to five min-
utes.

Mayor Todisco announced her
appointment of new planning
board members including Ken
Capabianco, council liaison Rich-
ard McCormick, Steve Napolitano,
Paul Tarantino, Mike Vena, John
Malcolm, Sergio Simoes, Steve
Barcan and Peter Demato.

Cranford BOE Members
Sworn in at Reorg. Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Newly-elected
and re-elected members were
sworn in at the Cranford Board of
Education’s (BOE) reorganization
meeting Monday night.

Three candidates ran for three,
three-year appointments on the
board this past November: in-
cumbents William Hulse and
Maria Loikith and newcomer Terry
Darling.

Mr. Darling commented to The
Westfield Leader that, “My in-
tentions are to work with the
board to make our school district
the best it can possibly be for
every student here,” and further
stated that he is excited about
the district going from some-
thing that is already very good to
“possibly the best suburban dis-
trict in the state.”

Newcomer Brian McCarthy was
elected to fill the one-year unex-
pired term left vacant by the
departure of Catherine Sheridan.

Incumbents Ms. Loikith and Mr.
Hulse garnered 4,860 and 4,736
votes, respectively, while new-
comers Mr. McCarthy and Mr.
Darling received 5,859 and 5,619
votes, respectively.

The board voted to keep Kurt
Petschow, Jr. as board president
and Lisa Carbone as vice-presi-
dent of the board.

Mr. Petschow was appointed as
the delegate to the New Jersey
School Boards Association and
Mr. Hulse was selected as the
alternate delegate. Ms. Carbone
was appointed as the delegate to
the Union County School Boards
Association and Kristen Mallon
was appointed as the alternate

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
BEGINNING ANOTHER TERM...Cranford Township Commissioner Thomas
Hannen, Jr. is congratulated by state Senator Joseph Cryan (D-20th, Union)
after he was sworn in for another term on the committee at the township’s
reorganization meeting on January 2.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Patrick Giblin Sworn in as Mayor Sara Todisco Sworn in
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Knitting Club at
Garwood Library

GARWOOD — An adult knitting
club will take place Thursdays
and Mondays at 10:30 to 11:30
a.m. at the library. The Knitting
Club is open to all levels. Whether
you’re a beginner or you want to
share your vast knowledge of
knitting, spend an hour being
creative and socializing. No Reg-
istration required. Check the li-
brary calendar for any holiday
closings or changes to the sched-
ule. The Garwood Public Library
is located at 411 Third Avenue.
Call (908) 789-1670 for more
information.
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delegate.
Board member Nicole Sherrin

Kessler was appointed as the
delegate to the Union County
Educational Services Commission
and Mr. McCarthy was selected
as the alternate delegate.

In other board business, the
resignation of art teacher Mary
Purcell after 26.5 years of ser-
vice with the district was ap-
proved by the board, which also
approved Elizabeth Sheehan and
Erica Morreale as production
managers for the spring musical
at Cranford High School.

The board declared January
2019 School Board Recognition
Month.

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., commented, “You
would never know that this
(school board member) is a vol-
unteer position based on the ef-
forts of the board before you,”
and reiterated that the Cranford
BOE was “the hardest-working
board.”

Discussion continues in regards
to the Reimagining Plan in the
district. Alternate plans to make
full-day kindergarten possible
were discussed at the board’s
meeting on December 17.

The school district is set to hold
additional question-and-answer
meetings for residents, sched-
uled for this evening, Thursday,
January 10, at Calvary Nursery
School; Tuesday, January 22, at
Livingston Avenue School; Tues-
day, February 5, at Orange Av-
enue School; Thursday, Febru-
ary 7, at Hillside Avenue School,
and Tuesday, February 19, at
Brookside Place School.

New Members Sworn In
On Garwood School Board

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Denise Ridente,
Ralph Trentacosta and Maureen
Scepkowski were sworn into of-
fice at last Thursday’s board of
education reorganization meet-
ing, commencing three-year
terms as board of education
members.

Tina Simitz will serve as the
board’s vice-president this year,
having been nominated and ap-
proved by her fellow board of
education members. After three
rounds of voting, the board re-
mained deadlocked on whether
Christine Guerriero or Susan
Groning would serve as 2019
board president.

Board attorney Hope R.
Blackburn said the Union County
executive superintendent of
schools, Daryl Palmieri, will re-
view both candidates and choose
a board president. Ms. Guerriero
served as the 2018 board presi-
dent. A deadlock vote also oc-
curred for the school board presi-
dency at last year’s reorganiza-
tion meeting between Ms.
Groning and Ms. Guerriero.

At last week’s meeting, the
board nominated and approved

board of education representa-
tives and liasons. Board member
Linda Koenig was approved as
the Union County Educational
Services Commission Board
(UCESCB) liaison. Ms. Guerriero
and Ms. Scepkowski will serve as
(UCESCB) alternate liaisons.

The board approved Ms. Simitz
as the 2019 Clark Board of Edu-
cation liaison. Garwood residents
attend Arthur L. Johnson High
School. New Jersey School Boards
Association delegates include Ms.
Koenig and board member
Salvatore Piarulli (alternate). The
Union County School Boards As-
sociation delegates include Ms.
Groning and Ms. Scepkowski.

In addition, the board approved
individual subcommittee mem-
bers. Ms. Ridente, Ms. Guerriero,
Ms. Simitz and Ms. Scepkowski
will serve on the Education, Pub-
lic Policy, and Public Relations
Subcommittee.

Albert DelConte, Ms. Groning,
Mr. Piarulli and Mr. Trentacosta
will serve on the Finance/Build-
ing and Grounds Subcommittee.

Board members whose terms
will expire in 2019 are Ms.
Groning, Mr. Piarulli and Ms.
Simitz.

Courtesy of Christine Guerriero
NEW SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS...Ralph Trentacosta, Denise Ridente and
Maureen Scepkowski, pictured from left to right, were sworn into office last
Thursday, commencing their tenures as Garwood Board of Education members
at the board’s reorganization meeting.

CF BOE Sworn In Cranford Reports Increase
In Narcan Deployments

CRANFORD — The Cranford Po-
lice Department is reporting an
increase in Nasal Naloxone, or
“Narcan” deployments for opioid-
based overdoses, within the
Township of Cranford over the
past year.

First Responders deployed
Narcan a total of 30 times on
17 vict ims during 2018.
Cranford Police Officers utilized
the opioid blocking medication
27 times while the Cranford
Fire/EMS administered Narcan
on three incidents. Not all of
those deployments reversed
the overdoses and Cranford
experienced three opioid over-
dose deaths in 2018.

“Any loss of life in the Town-
ship of Cranford is tragic, and
especially the loss of life due to
the national opioid crisis we
are exposed to,” said Chief Ryan
Greco. “Education, outreach,
prevention, and awareness are
the only means to effectively
reduce the frequency of these
incidents. We as a community
need to help break down the
social stigma associated with
opioid addiction.” he said. In
2017, Chief Greco said there
were 15 Narcan deployments.
“To reach a figure nearly double
that one year later says two
things: our officers are ready,
willing, and able to handle over-
doses, but the public crisis is
outpacing recovery.”

Chief Greco stated that his
officers have modified their ap-
proach to handling substance
use disorder from reactive to a
combination of reactive and
proactive.

“We have many partners in
the community who handle sub-
stance use disorders, which our
organization can connect with
members of the community
with during times of crisis,” he
said. He stated that his goal is

to continue to break down the
barriers that sometimes exist
between those who need help
with substance abuse and law
enforcement. “The majority of
our officers are trained in cri-
sis-intervention techniques and
are qualified to be the sympa-
thetic facilitator of help for
those who are in need.”

The police department has of-
fered nasal naloxone as a tool
for its officers to use during
overdose responses since July
1, 2014. Additionally, the de-
partment has placed a perma-
nent “drug take back” mailbox
in the front lobby of its head-
quarters that residents may use
to safely discard prescription
pills. According to Chief Greco,
the drug mailbox results in
pounds of unused prescription
pills being safety discarded on
a monthly basis. The drug
takeback mailbox program does
not accept sharps or liquids.

Chief Greco announced that
residents can attend a free train-
ing at the Cranford Community
Center for nasal naloxone on
Thursday, January 17 at 6 p.m.
The program is called, “Union
County Fights Back Against the
Opioid Crisis” and offers free
training for lay people to at-
tend. “The goal of this training
is much like CPR training for the
public – the more people
trained, the more chances we
all collectively have in saving a
life,” Chief Greco said. The event
is sponsored by the Union
County Opioid Task Force and
Prevention Links. The first 25
residents who attend this train-
ing will also receive a free
Narcan kit.

The Union County Prosecutor’s
Office official Twitter page for
county-wide statistics on Nalox-
one deployments is https://
twitter.com/UCPONJ.

Jaclyn Winnicki Earns
Pharmacy Degree

CRANFORD — Jaclyn Winnicki,
of Cranford, a student at Fairleigh
Dickinson University’s Florham
Campus, located in Madison, has
graduated with a DPY in Phar-
macy as of May 2018.
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CRANFORD
Wednesday, December 19,

Alyssa Spiecker, 25, of South
Amboy was arrested and charged
with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS) and
possession of drug paraphernalia
as a result of a motor vehicle stop
at South Avenue West and Wash-
ington Place for a seatbelt viola-
tion. Spiecker, a passenger in the
vehicle, was charged with sus-
pected heroin found in her pos-
session. She was processed and
provided with a state Superior
Court appearance date. In addi-
tion, she was issued a motor ve-
hicle summons for a seatbelt vio-
lation.

Friday, December 21, Christo-
pher Conner, 31, of Atlantic High-
lands was arrested and charged
with possession of a CDS and
possession of drug paraphernalia
after police units were dispatched
to the area of North Lehigh Av-
enue and Mansion Terrace for a
reported suspicious motor vehicle.
Conner was charged with posses-
sion of suspected crack cocaine.
He was processed and provided
with a state Superior Court ap-
pearance date. In addition, he
was issued a motor vehicle sum-
mons for possession of a CDS in a
motor vehicle.

Friday, December 21, Brian
Merkel, 24, of Cranford, Connor
Scanlon, 19, of Westfield and
Kevin Reinhard, 19, of Westfield
were arrested and charged with
disorderly conduct as well as
other charges after police units
responded outside of a North
Avenue East business for a re-
ported fight in progress. Follow-
ing an investigation at the scene,
Merkel, Scanlon and Reinhard
were all charged with disorderly
conduct. In addition, Scanlon was
charged with exhibiting a false
government identification to po-
lice and underage consumption
of alcohol. Reinhard also was
charged with underage consump-
tion of alcohol. All three men

were processed and provided
with a state Superior Court ap-
pearance date.

GARWOOD
Saturday, January 5, while on

patrol police observed a motor
vehicle traveling on South Avenue
with the brake lights on the right
side not working. Police initiated a
motor vehicle stop and upon ap-
proaching the vehicle observed
the occupants frantically moving
about the vehicle and reaching
under the seats. An officer or-
dered all occupants to sit upright
and show their hands. The rear
left-side passenger refused to com-
ply and continued reaching under
his seat. The officer opened the
rear left-side door and observed
the passenger, identified as
Pharoahe M. Thomas, 18, of
Secaucus, still attempting to con-
ceal something under the seat,

CRANFORD — A Cranford-based
special education teacher has ad-
mitted to making a perceived
general threat against the school
where he worked late last year,
acting Union County Prosecutor
Michael A. Monahan announced
Thursday.

Matthew Acosta, 34, of
Kenilworth pleaded guilty to dis-
orderly conduct, a petty disor-
derly persons offense, during a
court hearing before state Supe-
rior Court Judge Joseph P.
Donohue Thursday morning.
Acosta was intially charged with
one count of third-degree terror-
istic threats and one count of
fourth-degree risking widespread
injury or damage for an incident.

A joint investigation by mem-
bers of the Prosecutor’s Office
and the Cranford Police Depart-
ment determined that on Thurs-
day, November 1, 2018, Acosta
made a comment to a colleague
at Orange Avenue School in
Cranford indicating that he might
commit an act of gun violence at
the school, according to

Prosecutor’s Office Investigations
Supervisor John Esmerado, who
prosecuted the case. Moments
later, Acosta indicated that he
was not being serious when he
made the remark.

Acosta was arrested the next
day without incident and later
remanded pending a mental
health evaluation for dangerous-
ness; that evaluation indicated
that Acosta was not believed to
be a danger to himself or others,
and he was released pending
adjudication of the case.

Acosta forfeited his position as
a teacher in the Cranford Public
School District and will be per-
manently banned from ever again
holding any public office in New
Jersey, including any teaching
position, according to the terms
set down by Judge Donohue dur-
ing sentencing Thursday. He also
is permanently banned from ever
again visiting any Cranford Pub-
lic School District property. He
also must forfeit all of his weap-
ons to the State of New Jersey.

The Cranford Board of Educa-
tion at their public board meet-
ing of November 12, 2018, voted
to terminate Acosta’s employ-
ment “in accordance with the
provisions of his contract,” ac-
cording to an email from Michele
Cammarata, executive assistant
to the Superintendent of Schools.

which was now visible to the of-
ficer to be suspected marijuana.
In furthering the investigation, a
fanny pack containing marijuana
also was found under the driver
seat, which the driver, identified
as Justin M. Simerman, 19, of
Piscataway, admitted to possess-
ing. Thomas and Simerman, as
well as three juvenile passengers,
were transported to police head-
quarters. Simerman was issued
several motor vehicle and criminal
complaints including maintenance
of lamps, failure to wear a seatbelt
and possession of CDS. Thomas
also was issued several complaints
including possession of CDS and
possession of CDS paraphernalia.
Both individuals were released
pending an appearance in Munici-
pal Court. The juveniles were not
charged with any offense but were
released to their legal guardians.

History of Josephine, The
Empress Gardened

CRANFORD — Garden Histo-
rian Lesley Parness will give a
special presentation, “Josephine
— The Empress Gardened” on
Tuesday, January 22, at 7 p.m.
at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter.

The event is hosted by The
Hanson Park Conservancy. Ms.
Parness will discuss how French
Empress Josephine’s fine taste
informed 18th and 19th century
style, from couture fashion to
interior design. Likewise, she was
influenced by her Caribbean heri-
tage, her narrow escape from
the guillotine, and her legendary
love for flowers.

When divorced from her hus-
band, Emperor Napoleon
Bonaparte, this powerful style-
maker and lifelong fashionista
focused her energies on her es-
tate, Malmaison. There,
Josephine’s passion for plants
grew and bloomed. Her legend-
ary love of roses stopped a war,
cost a fortune, set explorers to

sail, and started a floral industry
that endures today.

Ms. Parness is the retired su-
perintendent of horticultural edu-
cation at New Jersey’s Morris
County Park Commission where
she oversaw programming at The
Frelinghuysen Arboretum,
Willowwood Arboretum and Bam-
boo Brook Outdoor Education
Center. She is a member of the
Herb Society of America, The
Council on Horticultural and Bo-
tanical Literature, and Garden
State Gardens, a consortium of
New Jersey’s public gardens of
which she is a founding member.

The Cranford Community Cen-
ter is located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue in Cranford. The program is
free and open to the public. No
registration is required, but seat-
ing is available on a first-come,
first-serve basis. This presenta-
tion is sponsored by the Hanson
Park Conservancy. To learn more,
please visit,
www.hansonparkconservancy.com.
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Teacher Admits to Threat,
Surrenders License

Play Reading at
Cranford Library

CRANFORD — On Saturday,
January 12, from 2 to 4 p.m. at
the Cranford Public Library, lo-
cated at 224 Walnut Avenue,
The Theatre Project will present
a staged, script-in-hand read-
ing of an original play, fol-
lowed by a discussion with the
playwright, director and cast.
The Theater Project is an ac-
claimed professional theater
group and the winner of two NJ
Tony Awards. This program is
sponsored by the Friends of
the Cranford Public Library. Ad-
mission is free and all are wel-
come.
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Local Letters to the Editor Rink In The Middle Of A Residential
Neighborhood On A Busy Street

In a September 20 letter to the
editor, I expressed the concerns
of the residents in the Gumbert
Park neighborhood about the
Westfield Ice Rink. I said I would
continue to share our concerns
once the rink was open. So here
we are.

The rink has now been open for
two months, enough time to take
a hard look at its effect on our
neighborhood. The traffic, noise
and impact on local businesses
have all wreaked havoc on a lot
of people. The traffic is a night-
mare, in part because parents
ignore the no dropoff/no stand-
ing/no parking signs. Certainly,
initially there was confusion; now,
however, the temporary signage
has been reduced to only directly
in front of the rink on both sides
of the street. Crossing guards
either look the other way or,
when they try to stop the ve-
hicles from stopping, they are
yelled at and told by irate drivers
they have no authority. Buses
and cars continue to idle for ex-
tended periods of time in the
parking lot and on the street,
although we were assured that
would not be allowed.

We have been advised by the
rink owner that the noise is typical
“hockey noise” and nothing can be
done about it. Of course, we knew
before the rink opened that was
going to be a huge problem, but
often the noise has been even
worse than we feared. For ex-
ample, the sound of pucks slam-
ming the boards frequently sounds
like gun shots and can be heard for
blocks. So can whistles and music.

Of particular concern is the nega-
tive impact the rink’s presence
has had on the retail businesses
along North Avenue. Why? Be-
cause skaters continue to use the
(convenient) commercial parking
lot adjacent to the rink, prevent-
ing customers from parking and
patronizing the shops. More than
one shop owner has said their

business is down 20 percent.
Let me reiterate that no one

objects to the rink concept and
the opportunities it provides for
ice skating fans to have a good
time. But please understand that
the Gumbert location is just
wrong!

Mayor Brindle stated in an ar-
ticle she wrote summarizing
“…Promises Kept…” for the De-
cember 27 Leader that she had
accomplished many goals that
“champion quality of life issues
that impact all residents.” Clearly
she could not list the rink in that
category. The rink needs to be in
a safer location that is not in the
middle of a residential neighbor-
hood on a busy street.

We are counting on Mayor
Brindle and the town council to
realize that when it comes time
to decide on renewing the con-
tract for next year and find a
more suitable location.

Christine Spear
Garwood

From the Mayor’s Desk,
Sara Todisco Of Garwood

Last Wednesday, I was deeply
honored to be sworn in as the
34th Mayor in the history of the
Borough of Garwood. I was truly
moved by the tremendous num-
ber of people who packed Bor-
ough Hall to be there and all
those who watched it live on the
“Garwood Live” Facebook page.
New Jersey’s First Lady Tammy
Snyder Murphy was even on hand
for the beginning of the meeting
where Councilmen Michael Ince
and Sean Benoit were sworn in
as well. She spoke eloquently
about how through hard work,
optimism, and compromise, we
will be able to move New Jersey
forward.

I am hitting the ground running
in this new role and want all
residents of Garwood to know I
am there for you, to do my very
best to serve you as your Mayor.
In my address that evening, I
laid out a vision for the future of
our town and a number of initia-
tives to get us started, from sea-
sonal community spirit awards
to launching official Garwood
social media pages. If you would
like to read my full Mayor’s ad-
dress, you may find it on the
borough website at
www.garwood.org under “From
the Mayor’s Desk.”

Also, you can find the commu-
nity spirit award nomination form
on the website or obtain paper
copies, available at Borough Hall.
I look forward to seeing the nomi-
nations as I know there are so
many people who devote their
time and go above the call of
duty to make Garwood the great
place it is.

Through the open application
process, I received dozens of
applications to our town’s vari-
ous volunteer committees, com-

missions, and boards. I was proud
to fill all openings and to appoint
such a diverse group of people to
represent and serve our commu-
nity at-large. In particular, I am
excited to see the work of the
members of the newly estab-
lished Citizens’ Advisory Panel.

Some may view our governing
body “politically speaking,” to be
5 to 1, but to me it is 6 to 0, as I
am confident we all can and will
work collaboratively and effec-
tively together to serve the
people of Garwood. Together,
we will all share in our future
success as a community. I ap-
preciate the range of experiences
and viewpoints each
councilperson brings and I hope
I have tapped into that when
structuring our 2019 Council
committees. The complete list of
committee assignments can be
found on the borough website
under “Garwood Government.”

As always, I am available to
you by email, phone, or in person
to talk about the issues that are
important to you and to answer
any questions you may have.
Additionally, I will have the first
one of my new Breakfast with the
Mayor events on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 2 at 10 a.m. at Borough
Hall, which will be replacing the
traditional, but sparsely at-
tended, Mayor’s Saturdays. I
hope to see you there!

Together, we, as One Garwood,
can ensure the best is yet to
come for our great borough.
Happy New Year!

Sara Todisco
Garwood Mayor

Probitas Verus Honos

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FIRST TERM...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco, center, poses with Westfield
Mayor Shelley Brindle, left, and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr during the
Garwood reorganization meeting January 2, when Ms. Todisco was sworn in to
serve her first term as mayor.

Literary Café at
Library this Saturday
CRANFORD -- The library will

hold its Literary Café on Sat-
urday, January 12, from 11:15
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Literary
Café is a book chat program.
The format is simple: Bring a
few of your recent favorite
books and tell the other mem-
bers of the group what you like
about them. If you don’t have
a copy of the book you want to
talk about, that’s okay, too.
The books can be new or old,
fiction or non-fiction, classic
or contemporary. There is no
required reading, and you will
have the opportunity to learn
about books recommended by
other group members. Re-
freshments will be served,
courtesy of the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library. Reg-
istration is not required. Ad-
mission is free and all are wel-
come. Sessions take place in
the Raddin Room at the
Cranford Public Library, lo-
cated at 224 Walnut Avenue.
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Helen S. Doerr

Helen S. Doerr, 91, of Cranford,
N.J., passed away peacefully on
Saturday, January 5, 2019.
Raised in Hillside, N.J., by her
parents, Helen and Charles
Schleuning, Helen lived in
Cranford for the past 65 years.
Predeceased by her husband,
George Doerr, Jr. (1958), Helen
is survived by her daughters,
Cynthia Doerr Gladis and
Georganne Doerr Jussel, and her
sons-in-law, Daniel Gladis and
David Jussel.

While growing up in Hillside,
Helen was very athletic and en-
joyed archery, softball, rifle club
and swimming. It was while going
to school in Hillside that she met
her lifelong friends, the “sorority
sisters” of the Omega Sigma Psi
Sorority, Beta Chapter.

Helen and George married in

1949 and moved to Cranford in
1954. They bought a boat and
loved to water ski when they
weren’t working at George’s At-
lantic Service Station on the cor-
ner of South and Centennial Av-
enues in
C r a n f o r d ,
where Helen
could often be
found pumping
gas and help-
ing George run
the station.

While raising
her daughters,
Helen worked
in the Cranford
obstetrics and
gyne co l ogy
practice of Drs.
Charles Spear
and Richard
Lang. Later in Helen’s work life,
she was the office manager at
Blake Industries in Scotch Plains
and retired in 1992. Helen was
an active member of the First
Presbyterian Church in Cranford,
where her daughters were bap-
tized, and most enjoyed services
that included the little children.

Helen was artistic, loved pho-
tography, music and the arts,
was an excellent seamstress,
loved doing crossword puzzles
and was an avid reader of just
about anything. Her favorite pas-
time, however, other than being
a mom, was spending time with
her family and many friends.
Helen continued to meet her so-
rority sisters for lunch on a regu-
lar basis over the past 70 years,
while forming new friendships
wherever she went. There were
many enjoyable family vacations,
often spent with Helen’s parents,
and always at a beach, and Helen
enjoyed a yearly “girls’ week-
end” with Cindy and Georganne
in their beloved Cape May, N.J.
Helen’s personality, sense of hu-
mor, and ready smile made her a
joy to be with.

Blessed with an inquisitive mind
and born of a generation that
saw so very many developments
in science and technology, Helen
always said she wanted “to stick
around to see what the future

holds.”
Helen is also predeceased

by her brother, Charles A.
Schleuning, and his wife,
Roberta; her sister, Dor-
othy Lasky, and her cousin,
Robert C. Wheeler. She is
survived by her brother-
in-law, James Lasky of
Toms River; her sister-in-
law, Bernice Doerr
Andrews of Oviedo, Fla.;
her cousin, Mary Wheeler
of Cranford, and nieces,
nephews, cousins and their
families, with whom she
had many good times and

lots of laughs, and who will miss
their “Aunt Helen.”

Please join Cindy, Dan,
Georganne and Dave for Helen’s
Life Celebration at Gray Funeral
Home, 12 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, N.J., on Saturday,
January 26, 2019, from 10 a.m.
until noon, with a service at 11:30
a.m. You may go to
grayfuneralhomes.com for online
condolences. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests that dona-
tions be made to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital,
Helen’s favorite charity, or to
Center for Hope Hospice.
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CELEBRATING A MILESTONE...Calvary Nursery School and Child Care
(CNSCC) recently celebrated the installation of a new school sign to mark its
25th anniversary of serving the Cranford community. Pictured at the unveiling
are students with, from left to right, Karen Steven, CNSCC head teacher; the
Reverend Dr. Carol A. Lindsay, pastor of the Calvary Lutheran Church; Tom
Hannen, Jr., Cranford Township commissioner; June Kaiser, founding member
of CNSCC and a school board representative, and Stacy Nick, CNSCC director.

CNSCC Attains Four-Star
Rating From Grow NJ Kids
CRANFORD — Calvary Nursery

School and Child Care (CNSCC)
has received a four-star rating
from the state’s Grow NJ Kids
assessment program. CNSCC is
one of only three early childhood
centers in Union County to re-
ceive the four-star distinction,
and only 38 have been issued in
total in New Jersey. Currently,
more than 1,200 centers in New
Jersey participate in the program.

CNSCC offers a morning Nurs-
ery School Program, a full-day
Child Care Program and a Kin-
dergarten Wrap-Around After-
noon Program. The play-based,
year-round program focuses on
nurturing and educating the
whole young child in a Christian
setting and serves over 150 stu-
dents ages 2½ to 6 years.

“We are excited to begin our
25th year of ensuring our chil-
dren are offered the highest qual-
ity educational experiences dur-
ing this critical time in their de-
velopment,” said Director Stacy
Nick. “The Grow NJ Kids program
has allowed us to raise that bar
even higher by providing addi-
tional resources and materials to
our children and staff to enrich
our program.”

“Our congregation founded our
school in 1993 based on the be-
lief that educating and nurturing
young children are ways of shar-
ing God’s grace — helping them
to love and respect others, them-
selves and all creation,” said the
Reverend Dr. Carol A. Lindsay,
pastor of the Calvary Lutheran
Church. “Our school’s ministry
continues that important work
today by bringing our
congregation’s welcome into the
lives of people in our commu-
nity.”

Grow NJ Kids is a rigorous,
research-based rating program
administered by the New Jersey
Departments of Children and

Families, Education, Health, and
Human Services. It offers child-
care and early-learning programs
access to training, professional
development, staff scholarships
for continuing education and tar-
geted technical assistance. Pro-
fessional raters visit a program
to review quality standards, and
program participants receive rat-
ings by meeting an extensive list
of quality benchmarks.

CNSCC is located at 108
Eastman Street, Cranford. For
more information about becom-
ing part of the program for the
2019-2020 school year, visit
calvarycranford.com or
facebook.com/CNSCC/, or call
(908) 272-3962 to schedule a
tour. New student registration
will be accepted on a first-come,
first-served basis at CNSCC’s
open house and registration on
Saturday, January 26, from 10
a.m. to noon.
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