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Courtesy of Bruce Paterson
GOING, GOING, GONE...Work crews begin the demolition of the former
Casale factory on South Avenue in Garwood to make room for a 297-unit
apartment complex.
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NOVEMBER
Cranford

Union County College (UCC)
signed a land lease with Verizon
Wireless to erect a 130-foot
monopole on its Cranford cam-
pus. A group of Cranford resi-
dents expressed fears to the
Union County Freeholders that
the pole would decrease prop-
erty values.

Superintendent of Schools,
Scott Rubin, Ed.D., addressed
questions about the threat made
to Orange Avenue School on No-
vember 2 after Matthew Acosta,
33, of Kenilworth, a teacher at
Orange Avenue School, appeared

in state Superior Court to face
charges for allegedly making ter-
roristic threats against the school.

Tensions rose quickly at a board
of education meeting when the
discussion turned to the
Reimagining plan that has been
proposed by Superintendent
Rubin and the Cranford BOE.

In an attempt to negotiate the
township obligation for afford-
able housing with the Fair Share
Housing Center (FSHC), on No-
vember 20, the township’s af-
fordable-housing attorney, Jef-
frey Surenian and Associates,
filed a declaratory judgment ac-
tion on behalf of the township.

The township sought to extend
immunity from builder’s remedy
lawsuits past December 31, 2018
so that it could enter into a settle-
ment with FSHC concerning the
township’s obligation for afford-
able housing.

The township committee voted
unanimously to pass on second
reading an ordinance in con-
nection with the proposed
Verizon cellular tower on the
site of Union County College
(UCC). The ordinance amends
the Cranford code to allow the
township to have more say in

The Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus held their annual Colum-
bus Day Dinner honoring Police
Captain Douglas Stoffer as Po-
liceman of the Year, former Chief
Len Spina as Fireman of the Year
and Luciane Raibin as Emergency
Medical Technician of the Year.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley,
Ed.D., said more than half of
Garwood’s students in grades 3
through 8 met or exceeded ex-
pectations in the PARCC (Part-
nership for Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Careers)
testing.
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Democratic candidate Council-
woman Sara Todisco was elected
as the youngest mayor in
Garwood’s history and third fe-
male mayor in Garwood’s his-
tory. She  defeated Republican
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro.
Democrats Sean Benoit and
Michael Ince defeated Republi-
can Councilwoman Stephanie
Bianco and board of education
member Sal Piarulli in the race
for two council seats.

The planning board unani-
mously approved the South Av-
enue II site plan for 72 apart-
ments.

The borough council decided
not to move forward with pro-
posing a similar resolution or
following Jackson Township’s
resolution, which would declare
Garwood a non-sanctuary city.

Residents Oppose Developing
Wooded Area on Myrtle St.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Close to two dozen
residents who live near a prop-
erty on Myrtle Street owned by
the township slated for afford-
able housing came out to the
planning board meeting Decem-
ber 19 to voice their opposition
to developing vacant land. They
say this wooded area owned by
the township is a wetland.

Anthony La Ferrara, a resident
of Ludlow Avenue, said in 2008
when he went to retain building
permits for an addition to his
home, and inquired about pur-
chasing the vacant lot at Myrtle
and Hory Streets that the land
was considered wetlands and so
it could not be sold. He ques-
tioned the board that if the town-
ship decided to sell the land that
a certified letter should be sent
to land owners in the vicinity and
the land should be put up for a
public auction.

“Evidently something is going
on I don’t know about,” he said.
“What is going on?”

Mayor Thomas Hannen Jr. said
the master plan adopted 10 years
ago includes an area on Myrtle
Street designated for affordable
housing. Monarch Housing has
inquired about two lots to place
two group homes for adult men-
tally-disabled individuals. He said
the township is in current nego-
tiations with Monarch.

“How did they find out about
those lots?” Ms. La Ferrara asked.
He said they have been vacant
for at least 60 years and noted
the adoption of the master plan
was the same year he was de-
nied to purchase the lots be-
cause they are wetlands. He also
said the land contains wildlife
such as deer and acts as a buffer
to a nearby commercial area with
factories and office buildings.

Mr. Hannen said he would look

into where the wetlands are in
that area.

You have to give us the oppor-
tunity to buy those lots, Mr. La
Ferrara said.

“Will you be willing to put Af-
fordable Housing?” Mayor
Hannen asked.

“Why does it have to be afford-
able housing?”

“I want that opportunity to buy
those lands…and do nothing with
them,” Mr. La Ferrara said.

Mr. Hannen replied, “That won’t
satisfy our affordable-housing ob-
ligation.”

Hory Street resident Teresa
Pires-Romas said she and her
family can “hear the humming
and zooming off the Parkway. I
cannot imagine if there are no
trees there…”

“We like having the woods the
way they are. They are a buffer,”
she said.

“We are aware there are two,
single-family, four-bedroom
homes coming in. In the master
plan of 2009 it mentions a Myrtle
Street project…but in the ele-
ment of the fair housing pre-
sented last Thursday on page
505, we see a map explaining a
very large section abutting five
properties that is to be special
needs housing, and on the cor-
ner of Myrtle Street and Ludlow,
a mixed-use inclusionary project
and then adjoining to Mr. La
Ferrara’s [property] another
mixed-use inclusionary project.”

“Now if you eliminate the trees,
we’re not in an area that we
bought into,” Ms. Pires-Romas
said.

Mr. Hannen said landscaping
would be an “integral part” of a
development application, and
suggested evergreens.

She replied that there are al-
ready evergreens in addition to
the trees. The trees are taller
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Library to Resume
Literary Café

CRANFORD — The Literary Café,
the book chat group of the
Cranford Public Library, has
scheduled its first 2019 session
for Saturday, January 12, at
10:15 a.m. It will take place in
the library’s Raddin Room.

Participants bring a few favor-
ite books and tell the other mem-
bers of the group what they like
about them. The books can be
new or old, fiction or non-fiction,
classic or contemporary. Sessions
are one hour in length.

There is no required reading,
and participants will have the
opportunity to learn about books
recommended by other group
members. Refreshments will be
served, courtesy of the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library.
Registration is not required.

Subsequent sessions will take
place on Saturdays, February 2
and March 2, also at 10:15 a.m.
The library is located at 224
Walnut Avenue. To see what else
is coming up at the library, visit
cranfordlibrary.org.


