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Second Half 2018, June Through November: Scotch Plains Endorses
Downtown Redevelopment Plan; Malinowski Defeats Lance In 7th Dist.

JUNE
Garwood

Councilwoman Sara Todisco de-
feated first-term incumbent
Mayor Charles Lombardo in the
Democratic Primary. She would
face Republican Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro in the November
election.

Russo Development held a
town-hall meeting to address
residents’ concerns regarding
public safety during the Petro/
Casale building demolition on
South Avenue and subsequent
cleanup.

Councilman Joseph Sarno re-
signed from the borough council
after moving to Scotch Plains
and was replaced by Stephanie
Bianco.

Mayor Lombardo said he and
Police Chief James Wright met
with Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle to discuss the Gumbert
Park temporary ice-hockey rink
and residents’ concerns about
the rink’s impact on the sur-
rounding neighborhood.

Cranford
It was announced that funds

left in the township coffers for 10
years that were never used to
repay a bond for the Flagpole
Fund would be split between
maintaining the newly-restored
flagpole at Eastman Plaza and
for the Downtown Management
Corporation’s improvement to
public spaces.

A group of Cranford High School
seniors asked the board of edu-
cation to maintain an open cam-
pus at the high school for the
upcoming school year for the
class of 2019.

JULY
Garwood

At a town hall-style meeting
held to allow borough residents
to gather insight and ask ques-
tions regarding the Paperboard

AUGUST
Garwood

The planning board endorsed
the Garwood Paperboard (75
North Avenue) redevelopment
plan. Project manager Michael
Mistretta of Harbor Consultants
stated the 4.5-acre site’s rede-
velopment would include a “one-
building, 124-unit inclusionary
housing development” in keep-
ing with the borough’s afford-
able-housing obligations set forth
in the borough’s court settle-
ment agreement.

New Jersey American Water
field operations manager Michael
Bange told the borough council
that the utility had invested more
than $3 million into rehabilitat-
ing more than 13,000 feet of
water lines in Garwood.

Cranford
The township committee an-

nounced that it is establishing a
subcommittee to evaluate the

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
EXHAUSTED...Firefighters cross the finish line after running the Cranford
Firecracker 4 Miler race on the Fourth of July in full gear.

redevelopment project, redevel-
opment attorney William
Northgrave said that no more
than 124 rental units would be
developed at the North Avenue
site.

Cranford
A 39-percent increase in the stu-

dent population could result from
the construction of 905 apartments
at 750 Walnut Avenue, a board of
education-funded study by Ross
and Haber found.

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) held
a town-hall meeting on July 9 at
The Kilkenny House to discuss the
impact of state-imposed, high-den-
sity affordable housing on commu-
nities like Cranford.

The Cranford school district was
one of 12 New Jersey school dis-
tricts named in a lawsuit filed by
the American Civil Liberties Union
of New Jersey protesting its en-
rollment policies.

July 4, 2018

North and South Avenue rede-
velopment projects in neighbor-
ing Garwood and to provide a
formal analysis of issues that the
redevelopment may cause.

The township committee en-
acted an ordinance designating
the Sunny Acres neighborhood
as Cranford’s first historic dis-
trict.

The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency awarded a
$1,668,563 Flood Mitigation
Award grant to the township for
a 2017 application to fund the
elevation of six flood-prone
homes.

SEPTEMBER
Garwood

Councilwomen Sara Todisco
and Stephanie Bianco addressed
the Gumbert Park temporary ice
rink construction and its impact
on the surrounding Garwood
neighborhood, asking that an of-
ficial letter signed by Mayor
Charles Lombardo and every
council member be sent to
Westfield addressing the resi-
dents’ and borough council’s dis-
satisfaction with the ice rink.
“Garwood does not want to see
this rink for more than one year,”
Ms. Bianco said.

Cranford
A professional planner spoke to

the planning board on behalf of
Hartz Mountain Industries to pro-
vide his opinion on why rezoning
the 15-acre commercial prop-
erty at 750 Walnut Avenue to a
residential zone met the criteria
specified in the New Jersey stat-
utes. Hartz wants to develop the
site at 30 units per acre, and the
planner said that more recent
developments in Cranford, such
as Riverfront at Cranford Sta-
tion, Cranford Crossing and
Woodmont Station, all had, on
average, 39 units per acre. The
planning board disagreed with

OCTOBER
Cranford

A detailed presentation was
given at a board of education
meeting regarding the idea of
reorganizing the schools in
Cranford. In the re-imagining
plan, Superintendent Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., stated that full-day
kindergarten could be offered to
four district schools that could be
made into grade K-2 schools and
would include Bloomingdale Av-
enue School, Walnut Avenue
School, Brookside Place School,
which would no longer be a grade
K-5 school, and Livingston Av-
enue School, which would be
changed from a grade 3-5 school
to a K-2 school. Mr. Rubin said
one school for grades 3 to 5 could
then be offered for Cranford stu-
dents at the Orange Avenue
School, and an Upper Middle
School for grades 6 through 8
could be offered at Hillside Av-
enue School.

Garwood
Police Chief James Wright hon-

ored 14 Garwood officers and
emergency dispatchers with the
first “Valor Awards” since 2012.

The planning board approved
the redevelopment for 55 South
Avenue.

the comparison, noting that those
apartment buildings are located
in the downtown and are acces-
sible to the train station while the
Walnut Avenue site is a signifi-
cant distance from downtown and
the train station.

Traffic in and out of 750 Walnut
Avenue is projected to see 447
vehicles coming in and out of the
property during the peak morn-
ing hour of 7:30 a.m. to 8:30
a.m., said Hartz’s traffic engi-
neer at a planning board meet-
ing.
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