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WESTFIELD AREA YMCA  220 Clark St., Westfield  908-301-YMCA (9622)  westfieldynj.org        
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  

When you join the Y, you commit to more than becoming healthier.  
You build relationships and support the core values and programs that 

strengthen your community.  The Y.™  For a better us.™  

 

 

MEMBERSHIP SPECIALS 

No Joiner’s Fee  Now January 5  
“Pay the day” Joiner’s Fee  January 631  

($6 on 1/6, $7 on 1/7 … and so on) 

 

 

CAMP OPEN HOUSE  

 

10:00AM-Noon Saturday, January 5 
Main Y Facility, 220 Clark St., Westfield 

 
CAMP EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

 

Pay in full 1/5-1/30 and receive 10% discount 
(extended care not included) 

 

 
2019-2020 School Year Child Care Education 

OPEN HOUSES  
Saturday, January 5 

 

10:00AM-Noon:   Bauer Branch 
422 E. Broad St., Westfield 
 

10:00AM-Noon:   Early Learning Center  
170 Elm St., Westfield  
 

9:30-11:00AM:   Garwood Family Center YMCA  
500 East St., Garwood 

 

The Y offers full-day child care, preschool, full-
day Kindergarten & before/after school care.  

NEW 
Racquetball 
Courts now 

open! 

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STARS OF SONG AND DANCE...On Monday, December 31, at 7 p.m., under the baton of Maestro David Wroe, pictured
top center, New Jersey Festival Orchestra presents one of New Jersey’s most popular New Year’s Eve musical celebrations.
This year’s performance, “Singin’ and Dancin’ with the Stars” brings together dancers from Dance Theatre of Harlem,
Da’von Doane, Stephanie Williams and Amanda Smith, pictured top center in front of Mr. Wroe, and vocalists, Soprano
Maria Failla, pictured top left, and Tenor Cooper Grodin, pictured top far right, bottom left, direct from the Broadway stage.

NJFO New Year’s Eve Performance
In Westfield Is a Stage Full of Stars

Huwang’s ‘My Deserted Island’
Is a True Tale of Escape

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — After reading “My
Deserted Island,” (for sale on Ama-
zon, ISBN-13: 978-0692190746;
ISBN-10: 0692190740) Victor
Huwang’s true account of escaping
communism in Saigon, I was struck
with a sense of wonder. Seen through
the eyes of a pre-teen Victor Huwang,
he deftly writes about an escape by
boat in the South China Sea with his
parents and a host of strangers, surg-
ing through tumultuous weather and
facing seasickness, motor failure, and
even pirates. Twice, Mr. Huwang and
his fellow cast and crew faced these
money-grubbing beasts, who, like a
wild wind, swept through their boat,
and picked clean each and every per-
son of their most prized treasures,
including the copper buttons on Mr.
Huwang’s Levi jacket, a jacket Mr.
Huwang describes in the book as his
companion in a place full of uneasi-
ness and unknowns.

When the boat touches land on a
remote uninhabited island, it’s like
the dawn of a new day. Mr. Huwang
and the survivors set up camp, build-
ing tents and fishing rods, and creat-
ing a whole new community in this
temperate new land. The ship’s cap-
tain leads the way, likened to an angel
who teaches everyone survival skills,
from fishing, to swimming, and cook-
ing and building. They spend two
years living on the beach before find-
ing their way to their next new home.

But it’s here on this island Mr.
Huwang has written much about, tell-
ing of the child-like wonder of the
freedoms he and his new friends have
found trekking through the island in
search of fresh water, hunting for
food, swimming deep in the sea spear-
ing fish, learning from their captain.
It makes one ponder if this island is
where maybe true happiness could be
found.

Before he and his family set sail for
a new beginning, Mr. Huwang also
tells with such tenderness about his
family, about the changing landscape
and governmental rule of his home-
town, about how his grandparents
and mother outwitted the soldiers and
were able to save enough gold (their
own hidden treasure) to pay their way
out of post-war Vietnam.

Today, Mr. Huwang works in fi-
nance in a gold fund group for an
asset management company, and has
raised his family in Cranford, moving
to the township in 2007. Mr. Huwang

takes some time to answer some ques-
tions.

Leader: Do you keep in touch with
anyone other than your family who
you lived with on the island?

Mr. Huwang: Yes, my parents still
keep in touch with the Captain’s fam-
ily living in Texas and one other
family living in Canada. Most of the
other families that lived with us on
the island went their separate ways
when we were at the refugee camp in
Singapore.

Leader: How did you cope with the
change in lifestyle once on the island,
and then later once you arrived in the
U.S.?

Mr. Huwang: In order to survive,
everyone had to work together. For-
tunately, the weather and the environ-
ment on the island were not harsh.
The island was pretty self-sufficient
in terms of water and food. We had
many natural resources, such as sun-
shine, good soil, wood, and seafood
(fishes, octopus, clams, oysters, etc.).
What I can say is this: “Great human
beings always adapt to their environ-
ments.”

Lifestyle in the U.S. was more de-
fined and restricted. The wild and
adventurous island life seemed like a
memory in a distant past.

Leader: Have you sworn off trav-
elling by boat after that turbulent
escape?

Mr. Huwang: I’ve been in the U.S.
since 1980 and I have not taken a boat
trip. Regardless of how big the boat
is, I can just imagine that I will feel
seasick, immobile, and helpless.
Those three days that we spent on the
wooden escape boat in South China
Sea have a lifetime effect on me.

Leader: At first what crossed your

mind as a young boy when pirates
arrived?

Mr. Huwang: I’ve never heard of
pirates until a face-to-face encounter
with them at sea. They acted like
barbarians who wanted to kill you if
you didn’t give them what they want.
They held a big knife in front of you
to scare you to death.

Leader: How has this experience
affected you in your adult life?

Mr. Huwang: This experience defi-
nitely made me feel more mature than
my actual age. I also feel that I can
survive in any environment, whether
it’s in a big city like Saigon or a wild
place in the jungle. With this experi-
ence, I tend to appreciate a simpler
life and enjoy more outdoor and na-
ture activities. I like to explore new
destinations and go to places that I’ve
never seen before. In addition, I be-
lieve that one is in control of his or her
own destiny. Don’t rely on the gov-
ernment or anyone to help you be-
cause you’ll be disappointed in the
end. As the saying goes, “If you work
hard and be persistent, you will be
rewarded.”

Leader: Have you used any of the
skills you learned while living on the
island in your life in America?

Mr. Huwang: The only “skill” that
I still use today is that I still swim
without goggles, whether I’m in the
pool or at the beach. I am used to
opening my eyes underwater with-
out any goggles when I was living on
the island. Old habits are hard to
change.

Leader: Did you ever go out and
buy a new Levi jacket?

Mr. Huwang: No. I don’t want to be
reminded of the buttons being
chopped off by a machete. But if I
were to get a Levi jacket, I would
make sure the buttons are indeed made
of 24K gold to remind myself of how
silly those pirates were when they
robbed me of my copper buttons.

Leader: Do you have any item left
from your time in Vietnam and/or
from the island?

Mr. Huwang: Yes, I still have one
item left from Vietnam and the is-
land. This is an 800 ml stainless steel
cup that was made in Japan. I still
use it daily to hold water for brush-
ing my teeth. This cup is priceless to
me and a constant reminder of what
we went through together. It is a
small token that symbolizes the will
to survive and the value of family
that is still vitally important to me
today.


