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HOLIDAY ASSORTMENT...Music students decorated the high school audito-
rium with masses of poinsettias to set the scene for their winter concert. The
flowers, which typically bring a splash of color to this time of year, set a festive
scene for the Westfield band concert which featured music ranging from Bach to
Sousa marches and culminating in the traditional finale of Sleigh Ride. The
poinsettias had been sold by Wind Ensemble students to help pay for the elite band
to travel to Indianapolis, where they will be just the fifth New Jersey band ever to
play at the 2019 National Concert Band Festival. Senior Amanda Latowsky and
juniors Charlie Compton and Tom Greene are pictured carrying poinsettias into
the auditorium.

UCC Welcomes New Athletic
Director Shawn Noel

CRANFORD – On October 29,
Shawn Noel began his new position
as Athletic Director at Union County
College (UCC). He brings more than
15 years of expertise in athletic ad-
ministration, coaching, and business
experience to Union.

As Athletic
Director, Mr.
Noel is respon-
sible for the
development,
management,
coordination,
and supervi-
sion of Union’s
13-team inter-
collegiate ath-
letic program,
fitness center
a n d
intramurals.
He is expected
to provide vi-
sionary leader-
ship, strategic
planning, and
to develop the athletics program.

“We are excited to welcome Shawn
Noel and his years of expertise as an
Athletic Director to Union,” stated
Union’s Dean of College Life Tammy
Smith. “He understands the impor-
tance of finding the balance for our
student-athletes between the time
spent on training and practicing for
games with studying and preparing
for exams. He is ready to support
Union’s mission of transforming our
community, one student at a time.”

Mr. Noel comes to Union after hav-
ing previously served as the Director
of Athletics and Recreation at
Brookdale Community College. Dur-
ing his tenure at Brookdale, he was a
part of four National, 14 Regional,
and 14 Conference Championships.
He also helped maintain over a 90
percent retention rate of student-ath-
letes, of which many earned above a
3.0 GPA and were named to a Na-
tional Junior College Athletic Asso-

ciation (NJCAA) Academic Team.
Since 2014, Mr. Noel has served as

an advocate for two-year college ath-
letics in his position as the Region
XIX Men’s Director. He is a member
of the National Alliance of Two Year
College Athletic Administrators

(NATYCAA)
E x e c u t i v e
Board repre-
senting District
II. He is also the
NJCAA Na-
tional Men’s
Lacrosse Chair,
along with serv-
ing on the Base-
ball, Cross
County, and Di-
vision III Sports
D i s t r i c t i n g
Committees.

Prior to
Brookdale, Mr.
Noel served as
the Director of
Athletics at

Garrett College and oversaw the open-
ing of a $23 million athletics and
recreation center. The 70,000-square
foot facility included a full gymna-
sium, fitness center, athletic offices,
and natatorium. He also added a men’s
and women’s cross country team as a
new intercollegiate sport.

Before his experience in under-
graduate sports, Mr. Noel began his
career in athletics administration
while working as a stadium opera-
tions assistant for the New York
Yankees’ human resources and mar-
keting departments for the 1998
World Series Championship cam-
paign.

Mr. Noel has his undergraduate
degree from the State University of
New York at Oswego and his
Master’s in business administration
from the University of Albany.

For more information on inter-
collegiate sports at Union, go to
www.unionowls.com.

Athletic Director Shawn Noel

CARDS FOR TROOPS...Students in Karen Lust’s classes at Roosevelt Intermediate School recently wrote letters to military
troops overseas to thank them for their service and to brighten their lives during the holidays. Roosevelt is among the many
schools, scout troops, churches, individuals, and other community organizations throughout Westfield, Cranford, Kenilworth,
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood that participated in making more than 3,000 handmade cards, ornaments and decorations this
season, an annual effort organized by Westfield resident Colby Sheppard. With the help of the American Legion in Westfield
and several other organizations, Sheppard sends out the packages of cards sponsored by Surgent’s Elite School of Gymnastics
in Westfield.

Three Area Student-
Athletes Earn Honor
Roll at Muhlenberg

AREA — Forty-nine Muhlenberg
College student-athletes were recog-
nized for their performance in the
classroom and on the field with their
selection to the Centennial Confer-
ence Academic Honor Roll for the
Fall 2018 season.

The following local student have
been awarded:

Zachary Cimring of Scotch Plains.
Jordan Cimring of Scotch Plains.
Kevin Irving of Westfield.
To be named to the Academic Honor

Roll, a student-athlete must be a
sophomore or higher in class stand-
ing and carry at least a 3.40 cumula-
tive grade-point average.

In addition, six Mules were named
to the Academic All-Centennial team
for earning spots on the Academic
Honor Roll and the All-CC team in
their sport.

Area Schools Receive County
STEM Scholars Grants

AREA — Schools in Cranford,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains are
among those who have received
STEM Scholars grants from Union
County. The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders announced
the award recipients of grants for
elementary and middle schools in
15 school districts through the new
Union County STEM Scholars grant
program with the goal of enabling
local school districts to enhance
STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math) programs for
younger students.

“This year we set forth a series of
“Moving Union County Forward”
initiatives working together with the
school districts across Union
County, to help our residents excel
in educational and career goals,”
said Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados. “The new STEM Schol-
ars program helps open up more
opportunities for elementary and
middle school students to practice
foundational STEM skills like team-
work and leadership, and prepare
them to take on the challenging cur-
riculum of high school STEM top-
ics.”

“Providing STEM lessons in an
inclusive and supportive environ-
ment helps younger students de-
velop self-confidence, curiosity and
innovative thinking,” said Free-
holder Chairman Christopher
Hudak. “The next generation of
STEM leaders is growing up before
our eyes, and we want to ensure that
every child has an opportunity to
explore STEM topics in their
schools and communities.”

The inspiration for the grant pro-
gram comes from the Freeholder
Hudak’s mother, Susan L. Hudak.
Ms. Hudak was a dedicated mem-
ber of the educational community
of Union County for many years,
both as a member of the Linden
Board of Education and as a volun-
teer. Her work included the estab-
lishment of a Monthly Friday Fam-
ily Science Night, a program that
ran for 25 years at School No. 6 in
Linden for students and their fami-
lies.

The STEM Scholars program
awarded grants in the following ar-
eas of concentration: Project Based
Learning: Creative, STEM-inte-
grated, educational programming;

Afterschool STEM: Projects and
programming that focus on extra-
curricular learning, including sci-
ence fairs, STEM clubs, monthly
labs and workshop; Out-of-School
STEM: Creative STEM experiences
out of the classroom, to better pre-
pare students for STEM work in the
classroom, and in the workforce.

Hillside, Walnut, Livingston and
Orange Avenue Schools each re-
ceived $520 and Brookside Place
School received $500, for project-
based learning. Deerfield School
received $1,000 for project-based
learning. Park Middle School re-
ceived a grant for afterschool STEM
and $500 for project-based learn-
ing, and Terrill Middle School re-
ceived a $500 grant for project-
based learning.

Logie of SP Graduates
Misericordia Univ.

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Evelyn
Logie, of Scotch Plains, earned her
B.S. degree from Misericordia Uni-
versity. The winter commencement
ceremony was held on Sunday, De-
cember 16, 2018. Ms. Logie earned a
degree in  Health Care Management
(Pre-DPT).

Local Residents Enroll
at Tufts University

AREA — Local students joined
more than 1,500 undergraduate stu-
dents from around the world as they
begin their academic careers at Tufts
University, located in Medford/
Somerville, Massachusetts. Class of
2022 includes the following area stu-
dents:

Madison McKenna, Westfield;
Melina McDevitt, Cranford; Molly
Ryan, Westfield; Victor
Vollbrechthausen, Westfield; Ben-
jamin Mizrach, Westfield.

Emily Tinnirella
Graduates from ESU
MOUNTAINSIDE — Emily

Tinnirella, from Mountainside, is
among a total of 472 students who
received degrees from East
Stroudsburg University of Pennsyl-
vania at the Winter Commencement
ceremony on Saturday, December
15, at 9:45 a.m. in Koehler
Fieldhouse.

Ms. Tinnirella graduated with a
B.S. in Hotel Restaurant and Tour-
ism Management.

There were 422 bachelor’s de-
grees, 46 master’s degrees and four
doctoral degree awarded.

Chinese Delegation Visit
SP-F Public Schools

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Friday,
November 30, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District hosted 22
school administrators from China rep-
resenting the Wenzhou School Dis-
trict. The visitors were visiting the
United Stated through a two-week
program with Kean university. Dur-
ing their stay in the United States,
they participated in a variety of work-
shops at Kean University and visited
three local school districts, including
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

They began their visit with a wel-
come from Superintendent Margaret
Hayes, Ed.D. and the high school’s
Mandarin teacher, Li Salewski. They
were also treated to a performance by
the high school’s acapella group, “The
Sensations.” High school students in
the Mandarin program were then
charged with the task of acting as tour
guides for the Chinese visitors for the
remainder of the day. The first stop of
their visit was Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School where visitors were able
to visit a variety of classes and ask
students about their lives as high
school students.

After touring the high school, the
Chinese visitors were then able to
visit both Park Middle School and
Terrill Middle School. At both middle
schools, they were able to visit class-
rooms and tour the facilities.

At noon, administrators from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood joined their
Chinese counterparts for lunch and

conversation about their shared ex-
periences.

After lunch, the group of visitors
were divided into three groups that
were each able to visit one of the five
elementary schools in the district. Staff
and students at McGinn Elementary,
School One and Evergreen Elemen-
tary welcomed guests into their class-
rooms with friendly smiles and greet-
ings in Chinese and English.

At the end of the day, the Chinese
school administrators shared that they
enjoyed being able to experience a
typical American school day and felt
extremely welcomed by the students,
staff and administrators of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. Both groups hope
to establish a connection that will
lead to a future intercultural partner-
ship to benefit students in China and
the United States.

Lexa Samer Earns
4.0 GPA at CCU

WESTFIELD  -- Eight hundred
and seventy-five students at Coastal
Carolina University earned a perfect
4.0 GPA during the Fall 2018 semes-
ter. The academic achievement earns
them a spot on the President's List.

Among those students on the
President's List:

Lexa Samer, a Communication
major from Westfield.

A TRIP TO SCOTCH PLAINS...On Friday, November 30, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District hosted 22 school administrators from China represent-
ing the Wenzhou School District. The visitors were visiting the United Stated
through a two-week program with Kean university.

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

www.christopheracademy.com

Admissions Open Houses
Please join us for our

Kindly RSVP to respective campus

January 15
9:30 a.m.

Westfield Campus
510 Hillcrest Avenue

908-233-7447

January 22
9:30 a.m.

Scotch Plains Campus
1390 Terrill Road

908-322-4652

WARMTH AND COMFORT...Individuals assisted by the St. Joseph Service
Center in Elizabeth will receive some warmth and comfort this year thanks to the
Mount Saint Mary Academy HOPE (Helping Other People Everywhere) Club,
which is led by Admissions Director Donna Venezia Toryak. The Academy
community as well as the Sisters of Mercy who reside on campus, collected over
300 pairs of socks during the club’s “Sock It to Me” drive which was held during
November and December. Throughout the year, the club also collects cereal for a
local food pantry, as well as a variety of other outreach projects which endorse one
of the Academy’s Core Values of promoting service to others and compassion.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS...Middle and Upper School students at The
Wardlaw+Hartridge School in Edison created Christmas cards to send greetings
and positive thoughts to adolescent immigrants who have been detained for several
months at the Tornillo detention camp in West Texas after fleeing violence in
Central America. The facility, which was supposed to be temporary, houses 2,400
currently and the population is climbing.  In total, there are now over 14,000
detained children at various facilities. Senator José Rodriguez, a state senator
from El Paso, has led the effort to gather cards for the Tornillo children, who are
isolated from their families and have no clear idea of how long they will remain
there or where they will be able to go next.  W+H worked quickly in Middle and
Upper School advisory periods and mailed 304 cards on Dec. 11 in hopes of
bringing a ray of hope and sense of empathy to the teens at the camp.

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League
Seeks Scholarship Applications

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League is now accepting applications
for scholarships from Fanwood-Scotch
Plains resident seniors graduating high
school in 2019, and those residents
currently attending college or post high
school technical schools. Applications
can be obtained from the Scotch Plains
- Fanwood High School (SPFHS) guid-
ance office. The submission deadline
is Friday, February 15, 2019.

Recipients are selected with par-
ticular emphasis on demonstrated com-
mitment to volunteerism and commu-
nity service in high school and college.
Financial need, outside employment
and demonstrated ability to succeed at
post-high school studies are also part

of the decision-making process.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-

vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served our
communities since 1974. Since its
founding, the League has donated over
$3 million for local causes. Anyone
interested in learning more about the
League or League membership is in-
vited to call (908) 322-5420, visit
www.scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com
or speak to volunteers at The Thrift
Shop, located at 1741 E. 2nd Avenue,
Scotch Plains. Hours are Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Saturday 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Free parking is available
on the street and in the rear of the
building.

O’Keefe of MS Completes
Research Project in Japan

MOUNTAINSIDE -- Aidan
O'Keefe of Mountainside, a member
of the class of 2019 majoring in inter-
active media and game development
and computer science at Worcester
Polytechnic Institute (WPI), was a
member of a student team that recently
completed an intense, hands-on re-
search project in Japan. The project
was titled Vocaodoru - Rhythm Gam-
ing and Artificial Cinematography in
Virtual Reality. In their project sum-
mary, the students wrote, "Tied to the
gameplay is a human-in-the-loop util-
ity AI that controls a cinematographic
camera to allow streamers to broad-
cast a more interesting, dynamic view
of the player. We discuss our efforts to
develop and connect these compo-
nents and how we plan to continue
development after the conclusion of
the MQP."

At WPI, all undergraduates are re-
quired to complete a research-driven,
professional-level project addressing
a challenge in their major field of
study. About two-thirds of students
complete a project at one of the
university's 40-plus off-campus project
centers, which are located around the

world. A signature element of the in-
novative undergraduate experience at
WPI, the project-based curriculum
offers students the opportunity to ap-
ply their scientific and technical knowl-
edge to develop thoughtful solutions
to real problems that affect the quality
of people's lives-and make a differ-
ence before they graduate.

"The WPI project-based
curriculum's focus on global studies
brings students out of the classroom
and their comfort zones and into the
global community to apply their knowl-
edge to solve real problems," said
Professor Kent Rissmiller, interim dean
of the WPI Interdisciplinary and Glo-
bal Studies Division. "Students are
immersed in all aspects of a different
culture, from the way people live and
work to the values they hold to the
foods they eat-all valuable perspec-
tives for surviving and thriving in
today's global marketplace. They also
learn the meaning and magic of team-
work; make valuable contributions to
a problem in their field; and gain a
competitive edge for any resume, or
graduate or professional school appli-
cation."


