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Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
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To End The
Nightmarish

Government Shutdown
I propose the following:
1. Congress should pass a clean

spending bill to fund the government
for four months

2. We hold a binding national refer-
endum on the wall in three months; a
simple yes or no vote, majority rules.

Let the voice of the people be heard
on this topic.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

I Hope That That Officer Will Have
Had A Joyous Christmas

The Institution Of Law Is Having A
Hard Time Nowadays

The Ice Rink
Once again Stephen Schoeman has

reached into his grab bag of ill-as-
sorted classical allegories to attack
another civic initiative. The windmill
he chooses to tilt at this time is the
Gumbert Park ice rink. I hope he took
the time to read Mayor Brindle’s char-
acterization (page 5) of “this public/
private partnership .... converting an
underutilized town asset into one with
broad community benefit paid for by
a private operator.”

And why the quotes around “tem-
porary?” The structure will be dis-
mantled at the end of the season, and
the community will have the opportu-
nity to debate the experiment. I took
the time to take my grandkids to one
of the public skating sessions over the
holidays, and was thrilled to see so
many citizens and their children en-
joying this recreational facility.

It is facile to compare the ice rink
with the indisputable need to educate
our children. Recreation and educa-
tion go together. As Mr. Shoeman
should know, “mens sana in corpore

sano.” A healthy mind in a healthy
body. The idea that children are just
pots to be filled with facts died with
Charles Dicken’s character, Mr.
Gradgrind, in “Hard Times.”

Any real concern for education
should focus on why we in the U.S.
have to debate how many armed
guards to place in our schools and
whether or not teachers should be
trained in the use of guns. I can assure
Mr. Schoeman that that is not a con-
cern for educators in “Germany, Ja-
pan, and Singapore among other de-
veloped countries.”

Lastly, let’s turn to high school
physics for an analogy. Le Châtelier’s
principle states that “any change in
status quo prompts an opposing reac-
tion in the responding system.” We
see this in operation at the civic level,
as well as in thermodynamics. Let’s
leave room for change in our society
instead of automatically gain saying
any new initiative.

Mervyn Turner
Scotch Plains

As a former Cranford resident who
used to live near Westfield, I’m
blessed with joyful memories of be-
ing a Union County citizen.

During 2008, while I was a Cranford
Public Library employee, I stopped
at Rockin’ Joe’s on my way to work
on a warm day in late spring or sum-
mer or early autumn, to enjoy a cup of
coffee and eat a banana. I was in such
a hurry to get to work on time that I
forgot to pay.

After I left Rockin’ Joe’s I then
remembered that I forgot to pay and
went back to the coffee house to pay.
After paying, I proceeded to walk to
work and met a wonderful, intelli-
gent, fair-minded Cranford Police of-
ficer patrolling the area between the
Eastman Plaza clock and the Cranford
Hotel. He was African-American,

about my height (five-six), and looked
like he was in his 40s like I was. I
explained to him that I was in such a
hurry to arrive at work promptly that
I momentarily forgot to pay and that,
thank God, I remembered and re-
turned to Rockin’ Joe’s to pay for my
coffee and banana.

He said, “That’s ok, Miss. Thank
God you remembered to pay before
you arrived at work.” I didn’t have
time to read his name tag or ask him
his name, but we each wished each
other to have a nice day before I
continued walking to the library. I
hope that that officer will have had a
joyous Christmas by the time this
letter gets published, and that 2019
will be a good year for him.

Martha McLoughlin
Lakewood

Lawlessness is a foot. The editorial
board of The New York Times, Janu-
ary 2,2014 regarding Edward
Snowden recommends “a plea bar-
gain or some form of clemency that
would allow him to return home, face
at least substantially reduced punish-
ment in light of his role as a whistle-
blower, and have the hope of a life
advocating for greater privacy and
far stronger oversight of the runaway
intelligence community.”

Surreal! The man who, in fact, in-
tentionally broke the law and caused
enormous damage to America’s cred-
ibility worldwide, requiring diplo-
matic scrambling, informing the
people of that which in the interest of
national security they should not
know, is to be treated with kid gloves?
This same individual who fled to coun-
try, first going to increasingly militar-
ily aggressive China, then settling in
Russia which is not exactly one of
America’s staunchest allies.

Colorado now permits nearly 350
retail stores to sell “recreational”
marijuana. The Surgeon General
warned about marijuana. “Marijuana
use is a major public health problem
in the United States….Among the
known or suspected chronic effects
of marijuana are short-term memory
impairment and slowness of learning,
impaired lung function, decreased
sperm count and sperm motility, in-
terference with ovulation and pre-
natal development, impaired immune
response, and possible adverse ef-
fects on heart function.” (April
13,1982)

The National Institute on Drug
Abuse stated December 30,2013,
“Claiming that marijuana is less toxic
than alcohol cannot be substantiated
since each possessed their own unique
set of risks and consequences for a
given individual.”

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion, April 20,2006, has stated that

there are “no sound scientific stud-
ies” that support the medical use of
marijuana. That “marijuana has a high
potential for abuse, has no currently
accepted medical use for treatment in
the United States, and has a lack of
accepted safety for use under medical
supervision. Furthermore, there is
currently sound evidence that smoked
marijuana is harmful. A past evalua-
tion by several Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) agen-
cies, including the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAHSA), and Na-
tional Institute for Drug Safety
(NIDA) concluded that there is no
sound scientific studies supported
medical use of marijuana for treat-
ment in the United states, and no
animal or human data supported the
safety or efficacy of marijuana for
general medical use.” (News Release,
April 20,2006)

“Texting” and other use of cell
phones while driving have become a
national menace.

These are three examples of the
Machiavellian idea that the ends jus-
tifies the means. Don’t like how the
federal government attempts to stop
terrorist attacks? Spill the beans on
its surveillance program. Don’t like
the medical evidence against use of
marijuana? Use it any way and pres-
sure a state to permit its “recreational”
use. Don’t want to wait until the des-
tination to use the cell phone? Use it
while driving!

The law is not some sometime thing.
Not some convenience alone. The
law may also be inconvenient, but the
greater good is the protection of the
society from civil disorder.

Shakespeare observed, “Lawless are
they that make their wills their law.”

What the individual wants or de-
sires may make sense or it may not
make sense. But it is not for the indi-
vidual to decide whether to obey or
disregard the law. Nor pressure for
change in law that is not supported by
sound factual evidence for the change.

A country that believes that it is
governed by law and not by individu-
als or groups cannot long endure if
the very idea of the law is subsumed
under a selfish desire to do as one
pleases!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Office Location: ?

MLK Day Of Service
Garwood Participation

This year, Garwood is looking to
make Martin Luther King, Jr. Day a
day on, rather than a day off. The
borough will be participating in the
National Day of Service program,
which promotes volunteerism and
helping those who are less fortunate.

The Day of Service will take place
on MLK, Jr. Day, January 21, and will
run from noon to 2 p.m. at the
Garwood Firehouse. Various service
activities will be held, such as sand-
wich making for the homeless, valen-
tines for veterans and safety kit-mak-
ing for senior citizens. The program’s
committee, comprised of Garwood
residents, is actively looking for do-
nations for these service projects.

A full list of items requested may
be found on the Garwood MLK Day
of Service Facebook page. Donations
in the form of gifts cards to ShopRite,
Target or Amazon are also encour-
aged. Please consider donating to help
those in need.

For more information, please go to
MLKDayGarwoodNJ on Facebook
or call Jen Blumenstock at (908) 337-
7726.

Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock
Garwood

Raritan Line One-Seat Ride,
Legal Pot to Top News In 2019

The new year is expected to generate a lot of news.
Here is what we predict will be front and center in
2019.

There is going to be a push in 2019 for a one-seat
ride on NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley Line trains into
Manhattan during peak morning and evening com-
mutes. Up to now, NJT has said the only way this is
possible is to take away peak direct connect service
on one of the agency’s other train lines.

Trenton lawmakers are expected to approve legis-
lation to make recreational use of marijuana legal in
New Jersey. Local towns will have to decide, once
Governor Phil Murphy signs the law, whether they
want to allow the retail sale of pot in their commu-
nities.

Local mayors will start to better communicate
with each other on large-scale, high-density devel-
opments. We expect there will be a joint effort to try
and reduce the power the courts and developers have
in ramming through these developments. Currently
towns have little to no recourse other than to submit
to these massive structures.

Ken Anderson, the owner of Westfield’s tempo-
rary ice rink at Gumbert Park, will have to decide
whether to keep the rink at its current location in the
fall of 2019 or listen as other towns try to convince
him to move it to one of their communities.

The school reimagining plan in Cranford will lead
to a reversal by the board of education as opposition

intensifies in the township at a fever pitch.
Republicans will start to fight back against new

taxes in the Murphy administration, similar to the
battle in the early 1990s during the Florio Adminis-
tration, when Governor James Florio extended the
state sales tax to include previously exempted items
like toilet paper.

Republicans, who took a beating both nationally
and in New Jersey in 2018, will try and rebound, as
there will be a municipal election in Westfield this
year in which four town council seats, held by
Republicans, will be on the ballot along with State
Senate and Assembly seats statewide.

All eyes will be on the 21st Legislative District to
see if Bruce Bergen of Springfield, no longer a
Union County freeholder, and Lacey Rzeszowski of
Summit will again challenge Republican incumbent
Assembly members Jon Bramnick of Westfield and
Nancy Muñoz of Summit after their strong showing
in 2017. Ms. Rzeszowski, who was the top vote
getter among the four candidates in Union County,
came within 1,554 votes of winning an Assembly
seat in the 2017 General Election, according to the
New Jersey Division of Elections website. Asm.
Bramnick won in Morris and Somerset Counties that
year, followed by Asw. Muñoz.

The new year will continue to bring challenges to
our elected officials at all levels of government, and
for that we wish them the best in 2019.

New Year Will See Women Have
Even Greater Role In Government
The victorious wave of women elected to political

office this past November has ushered in a new year
in which women are expected to play a greater role
than ever in shaping national policies and objec-
tives. More than 100 women won Congressional
seats in the fall’s General Election, among them
incumbent Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th), while
nine women will hold governorships. Sixteen women
altogether ran for governor last year.

The banner year for women in politics extended to
state and local races, including elections that took
place within our immediate area. As they ascend or
return to their positions, 2019 will see women in
leadership posts in half of the six towns covered by
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. Sara Todisco is the new mayor of
Garwood, joining Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle
and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr. Ms. Todisco,
who was to be sworn in last evening at the borough’s
annual reorganization meeting, will be only the third
woman and the youngest person to serve as mayor of
Garwood.

Mayor Brindle herself made history just a year ago
when she was sworn in as Westfield’s first woman
mayor. Mayor Mahr, meanwhile, also is the new

president of the New Jersey League of Municipali-
ties. Now in her fourth term, Ms. Mahr is the longest-
serving mayor in Fanwood history.

Rounding out the achievements by local women in
politics this year will be the elevation of Union
County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford
to board chairwoman at Sunday’s reorganization
meeting, while new freeholders Kimberly Mouded
of Westfield and Andrea Staten of Roselle also take
their oaths of office. With Ms. Mouded and Ms.
Staten on the dais, women will hold five of the nine
Freeholder seats.

We congratulate all of these women on their suc-
cessful pursuit of elected office, and acknowledge
others who ran as well. We hope they will inspire
even more women to seek roles in government at all
levels. Of course we congratulate all those in our
readership area and beyond who are assuming new
or returning to elected positions, among them new
Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin, newly-elected or
reelected governing body members in Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Cranford, Mountainside and Garwood,
and new Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-7th).
We wish them success as they begin a new year as
our representatives.

State LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood, Summit
and Cranford.

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090 - 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090 - 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901 - 918-0414

State LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark, Rahway
and Linden.

Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036 - 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, 07065 - (732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060 - 561-5757

senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org
aswcarter@njleg.org

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hipparch – An ancient Greek cal-

vary commander
2. Hilus – In anatomy, a small notch or

opening where vessels and nerves enter
an organ

3. Luetic – Syphilitic
4. Yurt – A Siberian hut

GOLADAR
1. In East India, one who has charge of

a storehouse
2. An agnostic or non believer
3. A looking glass, small telescope
4. A green vegetable pigment

FERDNESS
1. Sharpness; eagerness
2. Self-assuredness; certainty
3. The state of being afraid
4. A state of awkwardness; clumsiness

FELO-DE-SE
1. Excessive grief; very sad
2. Suicide
3. Care free; relaxed
4. A fencing master

CULVERIN
1. A receptacle for archery implements
2. A large vat to hold cloth for bleach-

ing
3. A small tub
4. A musket or cannon used in the

Middle Ages

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Letters to
the Editor


