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The Personal Injury

Attorneys at

Bramnick Law

welcome new

lawyers to our team:

Stephen A. Satkin, a litigator, who was

formerly with Cramer, Satkin

is now “of counsel” to Bramnick Law.

Wade Suthard, a certified civil trial attorney.

We are very proud of our attorneys listed below:

Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.
John C. Rodriguez, Esq.

Gary J. Grabas, Esq.
Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.

Gavin Handwerker, Esq.
Brian J. Trembley, Esq.

Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.

Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000   www.jonbramnick.com

13-Year-Old Charged In
Hateful Graffiti Incidents

Hearing to Continue For
Redevel. of  Young’s Paint

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Lengthy testimony was
heard last Thursday at the borough’s
monthly planning board meeting regard-
ing the former Young’s Paint property,
located at 1 South Avenue in Fanwood.
Empire Builders is proposing to build a
36-unit building with a storefront on the
first floor.

The proposed project needs relief from
three variances in order to move forward.
These variances include the front-yard set-
back, lot coverage and parking spaces. Addi-
tionally, a waiver for fencing is required.

The project’s civil engineer, Maurice
Brown, testified that the new project
would be a one-story building and was
proposed to be a site with just one access.
Mr. Brown maintained that the second
means of entrance was up against the
traffic light on South Avenue and was
thus deemed “unsafe.”

He also noted that presently, the plan
calls for 39 parking spaces while the
borough ordinance requires 43 for the
project as it is currently proposed.

Borough Engineer Antonio
Panagopoulos asked Mr. Brown to con-
duct a traffic study for the project. He also
asked about the turning radius for the
borough’s fire truck if it needed to gain
access to the property. It was noted that
the fire department had concerns about
the lack of turning space for its emer-
gency vehicles.

Mr. Brown stated that a fire truck would
not have enough space to make a turn.
Mr. Panagopoulos suggested that a meet-
ing between the project coordinators and
the borough’s fire department take place
“sooner than later” to discuss the issue.

Mr. Panagopoulos also asked if there
were generators in the plan. Mr. Brown
said there were not.

Mayor Colleen Mahr, who sits on the
planning board, stated that the plan for
the project had many “open-ended” items
in it, including fire department issues,
lighting, columns, and Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) access issues,
among others. She said “these items need
to be ironed out” and suggested that the
applicant come back to give more spe-
cific plans.

Another concern among board mem-
bers resulting from the testimony and the
proposed plan was that the plan con-
tained no easement. It was noted that
there was a borough sewer running
through the property.

Testimony was then heard from the
project’s architect, James Guerra. Mr.
Guerra testified that one of the additional
variances needed involved the front-yard
setback, noting that 10 feet was required,
but that only 6.5 feet was proposed. He
also stated that a variance was needed
because lot coverage is not supposed to
exceed 80 percent, and the current pro-
posed plan allows for 88.2 percent.

Mr. Guerra testified that every indi-
vidual apartment proposed meets ADA
bathroom requirements and that each
apartment would have energy-efficient
windows and doors.

He stated that all of the two-bedroom
apartments measured at 952.68 square feet
and are designed to have an additional
balcony. He said the average size balcony
was measured at eight feet by 16 feet.

As the hour was getting late and many
board members had concerns with the pro-
posed fencing, landscaping and traffic is-
sues, the application was carried over to the
board’s January meeting, which is sched-
uled for Wednesday, January 23, at 7:30
p.m., at Fanwood Borough Hall. The board’s
reorganization meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, January 16, at 7:30 p.m.

FAIRVIEW CEMETERY 

“Dedicated to provid-

ing compassionate 

care and dignified re-

sponsive service for 

its Owners and the 

Community for  150 

years.”   Located in  

Colonial Westfield NJ, 

the Cemetery is in an 

area of natural beauty 

– rolling wooded hills 

surrounding a tree 

lined pond, tastefully 

landscaped and ex-

pertly maintained.  

Beauty, Dignity & Peace 

Lots,  Graves, Niches & Mausoleums.  

Faithfully Serving the Public  

Since 1868 on 105 Acres 

Fairview Cemetery 
& Arboretum 
1100 East Broad Street 

Wes ield NJ 07090 

(908) 232-0781 
Fairviewcemetery1.com 

“A Lasting Memorial, A Fitting Tribute” 

Courtesy of Scotch Plains Fire Department
SERIOUS ACCIDENT...The eastbound lanes of Route 22 and fast lane of
westbound lane was temporarily closed at Park Avenue in Scotch Plains last
Wednesday night around 7 p.m. following a four-vehicle accident and rollover.
The Scotch Plains Fire and Police Departments and EMS were on scene.
Scotch Plains Police Captain Jeff Briel said minor injuries were reported and
one person was transported to the hospital with a complaint of pain. The New
Jersey Department of Transportation also responded for damage to a concrete
barrier.

Vote-By-Mail Law Costs
County Money for Envelopes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — A change in New Jersey’s
vote-by-mail law will cost Union County
additional dollars.

The Union County Freeholders on De-
cember 20 approved contract amendments
with Royal Printing Services of West
New York, N.J. and B&B Press of Leba-
non, N.J., for printing expenses incurred
due to the state’s new Vote-By-Mail Law
mandate enacted in August.

Royal will receive an additional
$39,425 while B&B will garner another
$63,881. Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi said the number of vote-by-
mail ballots “tripled” this year as the
new law required every voter who re-
ceived a mailed ballot in 2016 to receive
one this year unless they opted not to
receive it.

Ms. Rajoppi said both contract amend-
ments “are a direct result of the New
Jersey Legislature passing a law and be-
ing signed by the Governor (Phil Murphy)
in August to expand Vote-By-Mail. And
that included regulations and changes in
the wordage for the applications for Vote-
By-Mail as well as the envelopes.”

She said each Vote-By-Mail ballot has
three envelopes coming to voters — an
outer envelope and two inner envelopes,
one of which contains the certificate en-
velope. The certificate envelope contains
the flap “where the voter actually swears
and affirms that that is their ballot.”

Ms. Rajoppi said the language on the
certificate envelopes was changed this
year per the new law; thus, new enve-
lopes had to be ordered and mailed to
30,000 registered voters. She said these
envelopes are “very expensive envelopes
to produce.”

She said any certificate envelopes she
had from the previous year had to be
thrown out.

The Freeholders also adopted an ordi-
nance amending the county’s solid waste
management plan to permit a tire recy-
cling company to operate in the county.

NJ Rubber, LLC, which will be lo-
cated at 475 Division Street in Elizabeth,
will have a maximum capacity of 300
tons per day to “accept, process and trans-
fer used tires from governmental entities
and commercial businesses in the area.
The board voted 8 to 0 to approve the

ordinance. Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh
was absent.

At the start of the meeting, a resolution
was presented tto Audrey Davis of
Fanwood Girl Scout Heart of New Jersey
Troop 40274 congratulating her on at-
taining her Gold Award, the highest award
in girl scouting. Audrey’s Gold Award
project established the AWARE (Active
Walking and Respite Exercise) Club, a
social and recreational club for teens and
young adults with special needs.  The
AWARE Club took place every other
Saturday at different Union County parks.
This project provided respite for parents,
while their children participated in the bi-
weekly activities.

Thursday’s meeting was the last one
for Freeholder Bruce Bergen, who opted
not to seek a third, three-year term. He
served as chairman in 2016 and 2017, the
first freeholder to serve two consecutive
terms in many years. Freeholder Jalloh
also did not seek another term after he
failed to gain the county’s Democrat Com-
mittee support. He served nine years on
the board.

The meeting was also the last for Free-
holder Sergio Granados as board chair-
man.

The board’s reorganizational meeting
will be held this Sunday, January 6, at
noon, in the Union County Courthouse
Courtroom of Assignment Judge Karen
Cassidy. At that meeting, Kimberly
Mouded of Westfield and Andrea Staten
of Roselle will be sworn in as new free-
holders along with veteran Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella of Fanwood, who
will begin his eighth term. Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford is ex-
pected to be sworn in as board chair-
woman for 2019 and Mr. Mirabella as
vice-chairman.

Residents Oppose Developing
Wooded Area on Myrtle St.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Close to two dozen
residents who live near a property on
Myrtle Street owned by the township
slated for affordable housing came out
to the planning board meeting Decem-
ber 19 to voice their opposition to de-
veloping vacant land. They say this
wooded area owned by the township is
a wetland.

Anthony La Ferrara, a resident of
Ludlow Avenue, said in 2008 when he
went to retain building permits for an
addition to his home, and inquired about
purchasing the vacant lot at Myrtle and
Hory Streets that the land was considered
wetlands and so it could not be sold. He
questioned the board that if the township
decided to sell the land that a certified
letter should be sent to land owners in the
vicinity and the land should be put up for
a public auction.

“Evidently something is going on I
don’t know about,” he said. “What is
going on?”

Mayor Thomas Hannen Jr. said the
master plan adopted 10 years ago in-
cludes an area on Myrtle Street desig-
nated for affordable housing. Monarch
Housing has inquired about two lots to
place two group homes for adult men-
tally-disabled individuals. He said the
township is in current negotiations with
Monarch.

“How did they find out about those
lots?” Ms. La Ferrara asked. He said they
have been vacant for at least 60 years and
noted the adoption of the master plan was
the same year he was denied to purchase
the lots because they are wetlands. He
also said the land contains wildlife such
as deer and acts as a buffer to a nearby
commercial area with factories and office
buildings.

Mr. Hannen said he would look into
where the wetlands are in that area.

You have to give us the opportunity to
buy those lots, Mr. La Ferrara said.

“Will you be willing to put Affordable
Housing?” Mayor Hannen asked.

“Why does it have to be affordable
housing?”

“I want that opportunity to buy those
lands…and do nothing with them,” Mr.
La Ferrara said.

Mr. Hannen replied, “That won’t sat-
isfy our affordable-housing obligation.”

Hory Street resident Teresa Pires-
Romas said she and her family can “hear
the humming and zooming off the Park-
way. I cannot imagine if there are no trees
there…”

“We like having the woods the way
they are. They are a buffer,” she said.

“We are aware there are two, single-
family, four-bedroom homes coming in.
In the master plan of 2009 it mentions a
Myrtle Street project…but in the element
of the fair housing presented last Thurs-
day on page 505, we see a map explaining
a very large section abutting five proper-
ties that is to be special needs housing,
and on the corner of Myrtle Street and

Ludlow, a mixed-use inclusionary project
and then adjoining to Mr. La Ferrara’s
[property] another mixed-use
inclusionary project.”

“Now if you eliminate the trees, we’re
not in an area that we bought into,” Ms.
Pires-Romas said.

Mr. Hannen said landscaping would
be an “integral part” of a development
application, and suggested evergreens.

She replied that there are already ever-
greens in addition to the trees. The trees
are taller than any evergreen, she said.
She said the Parkway sits at a higher
elevation than the homes and business,
and said evergreens would not mask it.

Thomas Cash, a Ludlow Avenue resi-
dent, said he moved form Brooklyn to
this area of Cranford because if the wild-
life and “rural” feel of the neighborhood.
“We want to have that tree line,” he said,
saying his value of his home will de-
crease.

“There is a need for affordable
housing…but why force it into a smaller
thinner area that doesn’t make sense for
the greater community,” Mr. Cash said,
suggesting the re-use of already vacant
homes for this purpose.

Diane Oliveira of Hory Street said she
has concerns with drainage since there a
storm drain does not exist, so when it
rains the area floods.

Jessy Manchery who lives on the cor-
ner of Hory Street and Ludlow Avenue
for about 30 years said her yard and
driveway floods, and the basement is
pumping water. “If you take away wet-
land, I don’t know where that water will
go, maybe I will live in a lake,” Ms.
Manchery said.

She has asked the township to add
underground drainage form the wetland
through her property, but the township
has ignored her request. She said now in
the winter months there is ice all around
her house.

Rosanna Brien who moved here from
the Bronx five years ago said, “all
these changes…it is really concern-
ing.”

Monarch Housing has not yet filed an
application with the planning board, Ms.
Dooley said.

Mr. La Ferrara asked if anyone on the
planning board going back to 2008
works for Monarch. Mr. La Ferrara
said, “Something is going on behind
our backs and that is not fair. That is not
America.”

“I would hate to lose more green
space…I’m sure it’s something you are
tired of hearing from the residents,” Ms.
Pires-Ramos said.

Another resident, Sandra Pinto of Hory
Street, who has lived there about five
years, said the trees help with reducing
noise from the Garden State Parkway and
said if the development of the Myrtle
Avenue properties occur she may con-
sider moving. “This isn’t just about me
this is for my children, maybe if this does
happen…it may be a reason to consider
leaving this town.”

WESTFIELD – A 13 year-old male
student at Edison Intermediate School
has been charged with five counts of
criminal mischief. The charges are the
result of an investigation into five sepa-
rate incidents, in which various forms of
hateful graffiti were depicted on the
restroom walls in the school building.

According to Westfield Police Chief

Christopher Battiloro, the incidents oc-
curred between November 19 and No-
vember 29, 2018, each of which was
reported to the Westfield Police Depart-
ment by school officials immediately upon
its discovery.

The criminal charges, which were
approved by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office Juvenile Unit, were
the result of a joint investigation con-
ducted by Detective Dennis DaSilva of
the Westfield Police Department and
school officials.

Chief Battiloro reiterated the statements
previously made by Mayor Shelley
Brindle, the Westfield Town Council and
the Board of Education.

“The Westfield Police Department
takes incidents like these extremely seri-
ously. They have absolutely no place in
our schools or in our community and will
not be tolerated,” Chief Battiloro said.

The criminal charges have been re-
ferred to the Family Part of Union County
Superior Court for adjudication.

Pallone Elected Chair
Of Energy, Com. Panel

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The House
Democratic Caucus has unanimously
elected Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr.
(D-6th, Long Branch) chairman of the
House Energy and Commerce Commit-
tee for the 116th Congress.

“I thank my Democratic colleagues for
their support...There is no better commit-
tee in Congress, and I am so fortunate to
have the support of my colleagues in lead-
ing this committee in the 116th Congress,”
Mr. Pallone said. “...In the coming months,
we will push an aggressive agenda to
rebuild America, combat climate change,
make health care and prescription drugs
more affordable, and protect peoples’ pri-
vacy. We’ll also conduct robust oversight
of the Trump Administration’s ongoing
actions to sabotage our health care system,
exacerbate climate change and weaken
consumer protections.”
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