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GARWOOD — The Garwood
Historical Committee held its
first meeting of the year on
January 28 and welcomed new
members to its group. In addi-
tion to Carol Lombardo, chair-
woman; Bruce Paterson, vice-
chairman; Adele Lewis, trea-
surer, and Chelsea Brandt
Rooney, secretary, other mem-
bers include Jennie Browne, Pat
DiFabio and Helen Laucius.
Mayor Sara Todisco recently ap-
pointed three new members:
Stephanie Bianco, Max Blanton
and James Hart. Councilman
Russ Graham is council liaison
for the committee.

The Historical Committee has
revealed plans for 2019, among
them showing off what it calls
the borough’s “sweet side.” It is
hoping to create a dessert recipe
book in the near future, high-
lighting the favorite dessert reci-
pes from Garwood’s residents
and businesses. More informa-
tion will be available in the next
few weeks.

The committee also is plan-
ning a rededication of a memo-
rial plaque, which was located
on a rock, behind a fence in
center field of the James
Guerriero Baseball Field. The
rock has since been relocated
to a more prominent place near
the Humenick Field House so
that it can be appreciated by all

who visit the area. This rededi-
cation is planned for mid-April.
Details will follow shortly.

When “Garwood Rocks” takes
place on Sunday, June 2, the
Garwood Historical Committee
will again have a booth featur-
ing some of Garwood’s history.
The committee additionally will
host the History Rock Hunt as it
has for the past two years. As
the date gets closer, more in-
formation will become available.

The committee wishes to thank
all those who purchased the
Series 2 Holiday Ornament, the
last fundraiser of 2018 for the
committee. It was a great suc-
cess and the Historical Commit-
tee has plans for a third and
final set, which will be available
later in 2019.

Committee members urge
residents to think of the com-
mittee before tossing out what
might be trash, but could actu-
ally be “treasure.” The commit-
tee is always looking for memo-
rabilia of Garwood, artifacts and
old photographs of the borough.
Its mission is to preserve and
protect Garwood’s short but rich
history. The Garwood Historical
Committee can be reached at
garwoodhistory@garwood.org.

Garwood Hist. Committee
Highlights Plans for 2019

Area Residents Can Learn
‘Wisdom of Sojourner Truth’
CRANFORD — Daisy Century,

Ed.D., a historical interpreter,
educator, actor, author and
singer, will bring to life one of the
world’s most influential and ac-
complished women when she
shares the “Wisdom of Sojourner
Truth.”

All are invited to attend this
program on Wednesday, March
27, at 7 p.m., at the Cranford
Community Center. The event is
sponsored by the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library.

Escaping the brutality of sla-
very in 1826, Isabella Baumfree
took on the name Sojourner Truth
and began her travels as a
preacher. Believing the causes
of women’s rights and abolition
to be intertwined and equally
important, she spoke publicly on
suffrage, and gave her most sig-
nificant speech, “Ain’t I a
Woman?” at the Ohio Women’s
Rights Convention in 1851.

Ms. Century performs histori-
cal interpretations of the lives of
brilliant and influential women,
including Harriet Tubman, Bessie
Coleman and Madam C.J. Walker.
She holds a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Biology from Claflin Uni-
versity, a Masters in Science Edu-
cation from South Carolina State
University and her Ed.D. from
Temple University. She has in-
spired students in the Philadel-
phia school system for more than
20 years with her historically ac-

curate performances. Ms. Cen-
tury also writes under the name
Emily Nelson, and has published
two books: “Belle” and “Ms.
Emmaline’s Little Book of Wit
and Wisdom.”

No registration is required for
this free event. The Cranford
Community Center is located at
220 Walnut Avenue and is acces-
sible to all. For more information
about the Cranford Public Library,
visit cranfordlibrary.org.

Hist. Soc. to Look
At Elizabeth Library
CRANFORD — The Union

County Historical Society will
feature a program at its next
meeting entitled “History Lives
at the Elizabeth Public Library.”
It will take place on Sunday,
March 3, at 2 p.m., at the
Hanson House. The Hanson
House is located at 38 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford.

Aimee Fernandez-Puente, su-
pervisor of the Local History
and Special Collections Depart-
ment at the library, will be the
guest speaker. She will de-
scribe and explain the scope
and content of the collection
and how it is available to those
researching Elizabeth and
Union County history. All are
invited.

Soup-Tasting to Aid
Historic Area Home

KENILWORTH — The Kenilworth
Historical Society will host a soup-
tasting event on Thursday, March
21, from 6 to 8 p.m., at the
Community United Methodist
Church hall, located at 455 Bou-
levard, Kenilworth.

This popular event – “Soup’s
On” – will give participants the
opportunity to taste a variety of
favorite soups from local restau-
rants and others, along with as-
sorted breads and desserts. Ad-
mission is $12. Parking and the
entrance to the church hall are
located at the rear of the build-
ing.

Advance reservations are re-
quested by Friday, March 15, as
seating is limited. For informa-
tion and/or reservations, call
(908) 709-0434 or visit Espe-
cially Yours Florist, located at 13
North 20th Street, Kenilworth,
where tickets for the event also
are being sold.

Proceeds will benefit the
Kenilworth Historical Society’s
Oswald J. Nitschke House, a circa
1880 “living history” museum and
cultural arts center, by helping
defray the cost of an elevator
that makes all levels of the site
fully accessible to everyone.

The Kenilworth Historical Soci-
ety is an independent, volun-
teer-based, non-profit, tax-ex-
empt, 501 (c)(3) organization
dedicated to the research, pres-
ervation and interpretation of the
Oswald J. Nitschke House, local
history and culture.
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