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Council Exploring Shared-
Service Agreements

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Garwood Coun-
cilman Marc Lazarow said the
borough council’s finance com-
mittee is exploring several
shared-services arrangements
with neighboring towns as the
2019 municipal budget takes
shape.

At last Thursday’s council
meeting, Mr. Lazarow said the
committee “has been looking at
opportunities to improve effi-
ciencies while continuing to pro-
vide top-quality services,” and
has been “openly discussing”
shared-services agreements
with Cranford including a “bet-
ter deal” between Garwood and
Cranford regarding the building
and permit and construction de-
partment.

He also reported that a similar
arrangement for municipal
courts is being discussed with
another, unnamed town.

Mr. Lazarow announced that
two special budget meetings,
which will be open to the public,
will be held on Tuesday, March

12, at 7 p.m., and on Tuesday,
March 26, at 7 p.m.

In a related budget move, Po-
lice Chief James Wright is seek-
ing an increase in the fees that
his department can charge util-
ity companies to have a police
vehicle present during any util-
ity-related road closures. He
noted that surrounding munici-
palities charge utility compa-
nies $100 per day in vehicle fees
for any road closures while
Garwood charges $50 per day.
The fee increase is expected to
be voted on at the borough
council’s next meeting. Increas-
ing those fees, Councilman
Lazarow said, will keep the
borough’s fees consistent with
neighboring municipalities and
increase borough revenue.

Mayor Sara Todisco said NJ
Transit will conduct a Garwood
Station assessment regarding
more one-seat rides to New York
City for Garwood. She said she
has been working with the
Raritan Valley Line Mayors Alli-
ance, which has been pushing
for more one-seat rides along
the Raritan Valley train corri-
dor.

“The problem of 100-year-old
infrastructure, which was dam-
aged by Superstorm Sandy, that
200,000 people depend on each
day cannot keep being ignored,”
the mayor said.

She also said that if the much-
discussed and long-delayed
Gateway Project to create addi-
tional Hudson River train tunnels
ever comes to fruition, train ca-

While some parents, like Chris-
tine Grace, who says she is in
favor of plans one through nine,
believe that the BOE and the
superintendent have been “trans-
parent” and “receptive” during
the meetings and “encouraging”
of feedback, other parents, such
as Chris Acosta, who is in favor of
plans 8, 9 and 10, find the pre-
sentations on the proposal to be
more of “a sales pitch.”

Parent Christine Bradley ex-
pressed frustration following her
attendance of the meetings and
noted she felt only one
“Reimagining” plan was really
explained, commenting, “I don’t
know anything about the other
plans.”

Ms. Bradley further commented
that she felt the meetings “pro-

mote the pros of what a compre-
hensive middle school can do,”
and do not consider the cons.

While a number of parents are
resistant to plans that would al-
low for one comprehensive
middle school, Ms. Grace be-
lieves “having a traditional 6-8
middle school is most important.”

The issue of bussing is a bone
of contention for some parents,
like Mr. Acosta, who commented
to The Westfield Leader that bus-
sing “goes against the neighbor-
hood school environment” for
which Cranford is known for.

“The town is not made for bus-
sing,” Ms. Bradley likewise com-
mented, observing that with only
three main thoroughfares, in
town there are likely to be traffic
issues.

Mr. Acosta told The Westfield
Leader bussing “creates unnec-
essary movement,” and ques-
tioned whether or not the district
had consulted with the police
and fire department, to be cer-
tain the addition of busses was a
realistic possibility.

Superintendent Rubin and the
board have made it clear that if a
proposal is approved that calls
for additional bussing, a profes-
sional traffic engineer will be hired
and will work together with a
newly created Cranford Trans-
portation Task Force to deal with
problems as they arise.

Not everyone is bothered by
the notion of bussing or other
inconveniences that may occur
due to the changes in the dis-
trict.

Ms. Grace commented to The
Westfield Leader that even
though her daily routine may

change as a result of the pro-
posal, “improving our school dis-
trict brings benefits town-wide
for current and future genera-
tions of students.”

Ms. Grace expressed concern
over the district moving ahead
with full-day kindergarten pre-
maturely.

At this time, 92 percent of dis-
tricts in New Jersey have full-day
kindergarten and most likely the
state will eventually mandate that
all the districts have it.

“Are we shooting ourselves in
the foot?” she inquired, noting
that once legislation mandates
full-day kindergarten that the
district could be granted fund-
ing.

“Where is the educational
proof?” Ms. Grace further com-
mented that full-day kindergar-
ten is required.

Resident and former teacher in
the district, Jennifer Glackin, who
will have a child enter kindergar-
ten in 2020, agrees that full-day
kindergarten makes for an “easier
transition” into first grade.

Ms. Glackin further commented
that she is “open” to plans that
allow for all students in grades 3
through 5 to be together, as she
sees benefits in the form of in-
creased opportunities for teach-
ers to meet, an easier time ad-
dressing early-intervention is-
sues and the opportunity for “hav-
ing more eyes on the kids.”

“In order to stay current,
Cranford has to change,” Ms.
Glackin commented to The
Westfield Leader, and added that
she hopes parents and residents
can “be open to new possibili-
ties.”

awarded no bid contracts to Har-
bor Consultants. Mr. Hannen and
Ms. Dooley voted on applications
involving Harbor’s expertise as
planning board members.

Commissioner Hannen said he
wanted “to correct the record,”
stating that no money from the
local Democratic organization
was used to finance his most
recent campaign.

Resident and honorary mem-
ber of the Cranford Police De-
partment, Raymond K. Schwartz,
was recognized by the township
committee before Tuesday’s
meeting. Raymond recently lost
his life to a battle with brain
cancer. He was 15 years old and
a freshman at Cranford High
School.
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