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Twp. Committee Not to Act
Until March on Sale of Lot

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township
committee on Tuesday an-
nounced that any decisions about
the 83 Myrtle Street municipal
property sale will not be made
until the March governing body
meeting. The property develop-
ment has been opposed by neigh-
boring residents during the last
several workshop agenda meet-
ings. Resident concerns
prompted Mayor Patrick Giblin
and the township committee to
re-examine the property’s rela-
tion to Cranford’s master plan
and the property’s relation to
Cranford’s affordable-housing re-
quirements.

At Tuesday’s township commit-
tee meeting the governing body
unanimously approved an ordi-
nance increasing Cranford’s pub-
lic pool fees for adult member-
ship packages and family mem-
bership packages. The member-
ship fees will increase by $5 per
two adult members, stated
Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley. Fami-
lies choosing to purchase sea-
sonal memberships for a two-
adult and two-children package
will pay a $10 total price in-
crease, stated Ms. Dooley.

The membership increases
were prompted by the rise in the
minimum wage and the subse-
quent increased operational costs
associated with paying staff,
Commissioner Dooley stated.

Resident Barry O’Donovan,

owner of The Kilkenny House,
said he wanted to make the town-
ship committee aware of a pro-
posed New Jersey legislative
measure which would greatly
“devalue” liquor licenses through-
out the state while posing public
safety risks. Mr. O’Donovan
stated that the proposed mea-
sure would allow businesses with
a “hot plate” and an establish-
ment “no less than 500 square
feet” to obtain a liquor license.

Mr. O’Donovan said when he
applied for a liquor license, busi-
nesses were required to have a
“kitchen which was 500 square
feet (in size),” let alone an entire
establishment totaling 500
square feet. The proposed legis-
lation, he said, would price liquor
license fees at $1,500 to $10,000
a year.

He said the legislation would
not only have a negative eco-
nomic impact on business own-
ers who have purchased liquor
licenses at a premium, but tax
appeals associated with the busi-
nesses would decrease in as-
sessed value, which he said would
hurt municipalities.

Mr. O’Donovan said licenses be-
ing issued in vast quantities would
increase alcohol consumption,
posing “safety risks.” He said
“Rave Nights,” where operators
could throw “high-risk” alcohol-
infused parties with the opera-
tors making money, could be-
come a common routine.

Mr. O’Donovan said because

his liquor license is a costly in-
vestment, the liability and re-
sponsibility the bar owner ad-
heres to is much greater than a
business owner who has only
invested $1,500 for the new pro-
posed licenses.

He asked the township com-
mittee to voice opposition and
directly oppose the legislative
measure.

Resident Jim Carvalho said the
planning board awarded no bid
contracts to the planning firm
Harbor Consultants. Mr. Carvalho
said Harbor Consultants was the
firm overseeing a “condemna-
tion caper” involving the munici-
pality condemning downtown
businesses through eminent do-
main. He stated that Commis-
sioner Mary O’Connor, who sits
on the planning board, received
campaign contributions from Har-
bor Consultants. Without disclos-
ing the contributions, he said Ms.
O’Connor, as a commissioner,
voted to award contracts to Har-
bor Consultants.

“In the most recent election
there was just one partisan race,”
Mr. Carvalho said.

He said Harbor Consultants
made campaign donations to a
“Democratic partisan” group
“working” to elect Commissioner
Tom Hannen, Jr.

Mr. Carvalho accused the
Democratic majority among the
township commissioners of en-
gaging in “pay-to-play” after they

Parents Weigh in on Changes
In Cranford School District

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A proposal for
the “Reimagining” of the Cranford
school district was introduced at
the board of education (BOE)
meeting in October, and since
that time parents and other resi-
dents have exerted much energy
expressing their opinions.

At the time, plan one, referred
to as the “Reimagining” of the
Cranford school district, was put
forth by Superintendent of
Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D., and
the Cranford BOE.

Demographer Ross Haber
looked at the district and created
a report considering various op-
tions to realize the goal of full-
day kindergarten.

Three meetings were planned
for residents and parents to get
feedback and have questions an-
swered. An overwhelming re-
sponse from the community re-
sulted in an additional 12 meet-
ings with a variety of opportuni-
ties for community feedback and
the unveiling of nine additional
plans.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MORE HOUSING...At 115 Walnut Avenue in Cranford, a three-story, mixed-
use development consisting of 24 residential apartments on the second and third
floors, and zoned for a restaurant on the ground level, is in the midst of being
built. It is being erected a block away from the train station and the mixed-use
development Riverfront at Cranford Station.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

This Page is brought to you by:

Owen Brand, Senior Mortgage Loan Officer at Santander US
908-789-2730  •  owen.brand@santander.us

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE


