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under the boards all game and
would finish with nine rebounds
and four blocked shots, also got
into the assists act in the fourth
quarter as did Speer and
Williamson, resulting in a 19-12
run to tie the score 50-50 to
force overtime. With assists from
Speer and Pringle, Toretta hit a
pair of 3-pointers and added three
free throws, the final two being
clutch at the end of the quarter
to tie the score. Elizabeth
McCaffery (10 points, 2 blocks, 2
steals, rebound) hit her first 3-
pointer and Williamson sank a
pair of free throws and a lay-up.

“Once we start working as a
team and really start cutting and
moving and seeing each other,
we get a lot more opportunities,
which really helps us out,” Pringle
said.

“I know that they started really

heavily guarding me, so it was
obvious that Lauren was making
backdoor cuts and was wide open.
Me and Lauren love doing the
long passes. When she’s open, I
will give to her right away. It’s
not just me, it’s whoever makes
the best play. We were doing our
cuts, we were doing everything
possible. We wanted to win this
game and we needed to win this
game,” Speer expressed.

“I think it’s super important to
get assists because it builds our
offense,” Williamson added.

“We had some good quarters,
we had some bad quarters. That’s
how it goes sometimes. We didn’t
stop. We didn’t let it bring us
down. Our offense wasn’t there.
Our defense kept us in this game
and we kept working until our
shots fell. We didn’t give up,”
Speer expressed.

Free throws did come into play
in regulation as the Cougars sank
nine of 13, while the Bears fared
a little better at 11 of 13. But the

overtime period was even bigger
as the Cougars would go 8-for-8
from the line.

“Coach makes us shoot 75 to
100 foul shots every single prac-
tice, so I think that helps a lot.
Even in pressurized games, we
always make them,” Williamson
said.

The overtime period began with
McCaffery, assisted by
Williamson, sinking a 2-pointer.
Hannah Bondalo banged a 3-
pointer to put the Bears up by
one. Speer answered with a put-
back lay-up. Bear Tahijah Kelley
was fouled and sank the first of
her two free throws. When she
missed the second one,
Williamson grabbed the rebound,
was fouled and sank both.

Etlinger gave the Bears a 57-
56 lead with 2:21 remaining when
she was fouled while sinking a 2-
pointer and made the free throw.
Then Speer was fouled and made
both free throws to put the Cou-
gars back on top.

“The crowd was there too. They

were ‘hepping’ us up. We were
really motivated by them and I
thought like I need to nail these
two,” Speer recalled.

Next, Pringle made a great steal
under the Bears’ board and fired

long to Williamson, who assisted
McCaffery on a lay-up for a 60-
57 lead with 1:12 left.

“Whenever someone does one
good thing, you want to build up
on that. So if I get a steal then I
see Lauren get it and go up to Liz,
it’s exciting to see us capitalize
on every opportunity,” Pringle
explained.

Toretta followed with a pair of
free throws. After Brearley’s Sofia
Lospinoso missed the second of
her two free throws, Pringle
grabbed the rebound with 5.1
remaining and was quickly fouled.
Pringle sank both free throws to
seal the deal.

“It was helpful because we were
already up by four and it would
be a two possession game even
if I missed them both, so that
takes a little pressure off. Just to
send them home with that was a
great way to end the game,”
Pringle said.
Brearley   9   9 20 12   8 58
Cranford 14   6 11 19 14 64
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