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l'ennemi du journaliste

PRINGLE PULLS 9 RBs, ADDS 4 BLOCKS; TORETTA SINKS 18 POINTS, SPEER NETS 13 POINTS

Lady Cougar Cagers Awaken; Bite Bears in UCT OT, 64-58
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finding themselves in a shock-
ing 38-31 hole entering the
fourth quarter, the sixth-seeded
Cranford High School girls bas-
ketball team reached down
deeply in the fourth quarter to
knot the score in regulation then
came up with a number of big
plays in overtime to eliminate
the Brearley Bears, 64-58, in
the second round of the Union
County Tournament in Cranford
on February 13. Seniors KC
Pringle, Lauren Williamson and

Olivia Speer appeared to take it
up another notch to set up the
majority of those key plays in
the fourth quarter and in over-
time.

The Cougars did get a 14-9
jump on the 17-5 Bears in the
first quarter with the help of a
pair of 3-pointers from Speer,
who finished with 13 points, in-
cluding two 3-pointers, and an-
other from junior Gianna Toretta,
who would finish with a team-
leading 18 points, which included
four 3-pointers and six free
throws. Micaela Etlinger, who led

all scorers with 28 points, scored
five of the Bears’ points in the
quarter. Etlinger would finish the
game with five 3-pointers.

But it was the second quarter
where the Cougars seemed to be
pushing it too hard driving to the
basket resulting in many missed
lay-ups. The Bears won the quar-
ter 9-6 to trail the Cougars, 20-
18, at the half. On an assist from
Ellie Rokicki (6 points, 2 re-
bounds), Williamson (12 points,
3 assists, 3 steals, 4 rebounds)
sank her only 3-pointer of the
game in the quarter.

“I think we were getting a
little frantic looking at the
scoreboard. We wanted to make
sure we got our shots in but
that prevented us from scor-

ing,” Williamson explained.
The third quarter, however,

turned out to be a disaster for the
Cougars as the Bears sank the
first seven points to grab a 25-20
lead before a timeout was called
with 5:25 on the clock. The Cou-
gars seemed rattled and the
Bears won the quarter 20-11 to
take a 38-31 lead into the fourth
quarter. Etlinger and Paige
Middleton held the big hands for
the Bears with 10 points and
seven points, respectively.

“Coach always tells us, ‘we had
runs, they have runs.’ They just
got lucky in the third quarter,
had the run but we cut it off to get
back in the end of the quarter
and the start of the fourth,” Speer
said.

“We just had to get it done. It
was sink or swim. We didn’t have

an option. We just had to put our
head down and work,” Pringle
added.

“We weren’t talking as much.
Once we started to communi-
cate, we were able to get our
shots in, get our defense back
into the game,” Williamson said.

Middleton would also prove to
be a hazard under the boards
and finished with double digits in
rebounds.

As to her strategy handling
Middleton, Pringle explained, “To-
day I was just reminding myself
to box her out. That was my
biggest threat. My intent was to
box her out and let the ball hit the
ground if it needed to or just get
her out of the equation so our
team can get the rebound.”

Pringle, who had been effective
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